
NOBLE CALEDONIA EXCLUSIVE CHARTERS

ENCHANTING 
ECUADOR

An extraordinary river voyage through the 
Ecuadorian Amazon aboard the MV Anakonda 

combined with explorations of Quito & Otavalo
7th to 21st November 2027 &  

30th January to 13th February 2028 
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Ecuador is a land of extraordinary contrasts where the soaring Andes, dense 
Amazon rainforest and some of South America’s most dramatic volcanic 

landscapes combine within one of the continent’s smallest nations. Despite its 
modest size, the country offers a remarkable wealth of natural and cultural 
treasures. Join us for this unparalleled journey as we explore the Napo River in 
the Ecuadorian Amazon during a weeklong voyage aboard the MV Anakonda, 
combined with time in Ecuador’s captivating capital of Quito, and the town of 
Otavalo in the spectacular Ecuadorian Andes, a region renowned for colourful 
markets, rich traditions and breathtaking mountain scenery. Our itinerary will be 
well-paced so that, when not enjoying the guided tours, there will be ample time 
to relax and appreciate the tranquility of these wonderful settings.

Beginning with a three night stay in Quito which is dramatically set between volcanic peaks, we will discover a 
wealth of colonial art and architecture. We will explore the beautifully preserved colonial quarter, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, with its grand plazas, ornate churches and historic monasteries before discovering the 
Equatorial Monument at the Middle of the World. We then fly to Coca and begin our exploration of Yasuni 
National Park, a wild and untamed realm in the heart of the Ecuadorian Amazon. The Amazonian rainforest is 
one of the most biodiverse regions on our planet and home to thousands of indigenous peoples who have 
lived here for millennia. Venturing into remote and pristine areas of the rainforest, we will search for wildlife and 
gain an insight into the region’s indigenous communities. Accompanied by expert naturalist guides, we hope to 
encounter monkeys, pink river dolphins, colourful birdlife, river turtles, caimans and other wildlife that inhabits 
this unique ecosystem.

After our Amazon voyage we continue into the Andean Highlands to discover the rich culture and traditions of 
the Imbabura Province. Staying at a traditional hacienda near Otavalo, we will spend three days exploring artisan 
markets, scenic Cuicocha Lake and Parque el Condor where conservation efforts are helping to protect the 
majestic Andean condor. Before returning to Quito airport for our homeward flight, we will enjoy a private visit 
to a rose plantation where we learn about the cultivation of Ecuador’s world-famous blooms.  
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THE ITINERARY
Day 1 London to Quito, Ecuador. Fly by scheduled indirect flight. On arrival 
transfer to the Swissotel Quito for a three night stay. 

Day 2 Quito. After breakfast at the hotel we depart for a tour of Quito’s 
colonial quarter, the largest and best preserved in South America and a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. We will stroll across Independence Plaza, 
flanked by the Cathedral, the Presidential Palace, the Municipal Building and 
the Archbishop’s Palace and visit the temple of La Compania de Jesus and 
its wonderful gilded interior. Also visit the Monastery of San Francisco, one of 
the great religious buildings of the New World with its impressive façade and 
atrium, and its Baroque interior influenced by Moorish style. After lunch in a 
local restaurant the remainder of the afternoon and evening is free to explore 
further at your own pace. (B, L)

Day 3 Quito. This morning we drive to the Equatorial Monument, 16 miles 
north of Quito, which marks the exact Middle of the World, latitude 0º, where 
we can stand with a foot on each hemisphere. Return to the hotel for a free 
afternoon before we meet this evening for dinner at a local restaurant. (B, D)

Day 4 Quito to Coca. After breakfast at the hotel, transfer to the airport 
for our flight to Coca. On arrival we will transfer to the dock where we will 
embark a motorised canoe and navigate downriver (approximately 90 
minutes) to board the MV Anakonda. Throughout the journey we can admire 
the rainforest landscape and banks of the great Napo River. After boarding 
the MV Anakonda we will cast off and continue navigating downstream. After 
dinner, you may wish to join a guided night walk allowing you to discover the 
forest’s nocturnal activity and listen to the incessant sounds of nature. (B, L, D)

Day 5 Yasuni National Park. This morning, we explore the lower section of 
the Napo River, an area rich in birdlife where it is possible to spot species 
such as eagles, oropendolas, and woodpeckers along the riverbanks. In the 
afternoon, we visit Yasuni National Park, one of the most biodiverse regions 
on the planet and a natural habitat of the legendary pink river dolphin. Our 
visit will offer an insight into the pink dolphin conservation programme, 

EXPLORING ASHORE
This tour will appeal to those who enjoy exploring off the beaten track 
and the natural world. To best enjoy your experience during this tour, you 
should be in good physical condition. The daily activities include use of 
canoes or Zodiacs and are undertaken in humid conditions and a good 
level of mobility will be required to participate. In addition, our visits 
to Quito and Otavalo are situated at high altitude. If you would like to 
discuss the required fitness level, please contact our reservations team.

Peguche waterfall
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developed in collaboration with the Martinica community in the Cocaya 
area, which has helped create a safe haven where dolphins can live and 
feed naturally, free from the risk of hunting. The day concludes with 
a visit to a nearby Secoya community. The Secoya people, one of the 
region’s ancestral cultures, will share their traditions and demonstrate the 
preparation of traditional cassava bread. (B, L, D)

Day 6 Meeting the Community. This morning we visit a Kichwa family 
located on the banks of the Napo River where we will interact with the 
local community and learn about life in the remote jungle. We return to 
the MV Anakonda for lunch and some time to relax while we navigate 
upstream. Enjoy a cultural cooking demonstration and learn recipes and 
techniques used to prepare exquisite traditional Ecuadorian cuisine. After 
lunch there will be an opportunity to enjoy a lecture or learn about (and 
make) typical handicrafts of the area. For those feeling active there will be 
an opportunity to go kayaking. (B, L, D)

Day 7 Observation Tower & Forest Adventure. This morning we 
disembark to visit an observation tower in the rainforest canopy which 
offers astonishing 360-degree vistas. From the top of the tower, we will 
benefit from this unique perspective of the forest, the treetops and the 
vastness of the Amazon Basin. This afternoon, we will explore the nearby 
forest by foot and discover a myriad of different animals and plant species 
that can only be found in the Amazon basin. (B, L, D)

Day 8 Indillama & Napo Rivers. We will begin the day kayaking on the 
Indillama River, one of the Napo River tributaries that will take us back 
into Yasuni National Park. Kayaks are comfortable, smooth, and silent, 
providing ideal conditions for wildlife spotting. We can also use canoes 
to travel in search of even more wildlife. After an adventure-filled day, 
you may wish to take advantage of the observation deck and experience 
a magical view under the stars. Those feeling energetic may choose 
to unwind with a night walk through the jungle in search of nocturnal 
creatures. (B, L, D)

Day 9 Panacocha Lake. We will travel downstream to the Panayacu River 
delta, where we will embark on a canoe trip to Panacocha Lake (“Piranha 
Lagoon” in the native Kichwa language), an ecosystem flooded by water 
from a blackwater river. The surrounding protected rainforest is home to 
primates and various bird species, which we will be able to spot during 
a walk with our guides. It is also the perfect habitat for piranhas, the 
paiche or pirarucu (one of the world’s largest freshwater fish), the white 
caiman, and hundreds of other aquatic animals. We will then recharge our 
energy with an Amazon-style barbeque at a community camp and, after 

a short rest, we will take part in aquatic activities such as kayaking and/
or swimming. Back on board the MV Anakonda, we will build on what we 
have learned with an interesting talk about the region given by our guides.  
(B, L, D)

Day 10 Parrot Clay Licks & Kichwa Community. We will set out on 
our motorised canoes early in the morning to witness one of the most 
incredible sights on this side of the Western Amazon - the famous parrot 
clay licks. This unique place is rich in minerals and attracts hundreds of 
colourful parrots, parakeets, and Amazon birds which gather here to feed 
on the mineral-rich clay which provides a healthy boost to their digestion. 
In the afternoon we will visit the Kichwa women’s community project where 
we will learn about the indigenous lifestyle along the Napo river, their 
ancestral culture, and their community, and will have the opportunity to 
support them by purchasing handicrafts, local products, and souvenirs. 
There will also be the opportunity to participate in an experience at the 
Charapas turtle conservation project. (B, L, D)

Day 11 Coca to Otavalo. Disembark the MV Anakonda this morning and 
transfer by motorised canoe to Coca (approximately 90 minutes) for our 
scheduled flight to Quito. On arrival we will start our journey northwards 
on the scenic Pan-American Highway to the Imbabura Province. We will 
pass the charming town of Calderon and the Miralago lookout to soak in a 
spectacular, panoramic vista encompassing the majestic Mount Imbabura 
and the serene San Pablo Lake. Arrive at our hacienda this afternoon for 
our three night stay and spend the remainder of the day at leisure before 
we meet for dinner this evening. (B, L, D)

Day 12 Otavalo & Lake Cuicocha. After breakfast we visit the Otavalo 
artisan market. ‘Plaza de Ponchos’ (Poncho Plaza) is one of the most 
renowned artisan markets in Ecuador. Here, local artisans sell a colourful 
array of handicrafts including woven textiles, tapestries, sweaters and 
tablecloths produced using traditional techniques passed down through 
generations. Enjoy some time to roam around and haggle with the friendly 
Otavalenos. Returning to the hacienda for lunch we spend the afternoon 
at the truly remarkable Cuicocha Lake, a hidden gem nestled within the 
Cotacachi-Cayapas Ecological Reserve. Sitting comfortably at an altitude 
of 3,064 metres, this deep blue crater lake resides within the magnificent 
caldera of Mount Cotacachi. The area is a true haven for nature 
enthusiasts, offering delightful sightings of delicate orchids, charming 
Andean ducks, majestic llamas, and if we are really fortunate, the glorious 
Andean condor. After a brief yet insightful interpretive ramble, you may 
wish to enjoy a splendid scenic boat ride to truly appreciate the crystal-
clear waters of the crater. (B, L, D)

Spider monkey, Yasuni National Park
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Yasuni National Park

Standard

Deluxe

Standard for sole use

Cabin Category 2027 2028

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Three nights 
hotel accommodation in Quito • Seven nights aboard the MV Anakonda 
on a full board basis • Three nights hacienda accommodation in Otavalo 
• Meals as indicated (B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner) • House wine, 
beer & soft drinks with meals • Shore excursions • Naturalist guides  
• National Park and Community fees • Gratuities • Noble Caledonia 
Tour Manager • Transfers • Port taxes • Airport taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.

£8595
£9595

£10795

£8795
£9795

£10995

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

Day 13 Parque el Condor & Peguche. Perched atop the Pucara de 
Curyloma hill at 2,800 metres, Parque el Condor offers a sanctuary with 
one of the most stunning backdrops in the Imbabura province. Founded 
in 2002 by Joep Hendriks, this refuge was born from a lifelong mission to 
rescue and rehabilitate birds of prey. Today, it remains a family legacy, led by 
the Hendriks family, dedicated to protecting the majestic Andean condor, 
one of South America’s most iconic birds and a central figure in Andean 
mythology. Visitors will experience a rare, close-up encounter with these 
raptors while supporting vital conservation efforts. Later we continue to the 
village of Peguche, home to a magnificent 18 metre waterfall. This site holds 
deep spiritual significance for the local indigenous communities, serving 
as a ceremonial centre for purification baths during the Inti Raymi (Sun and 
Harvest) festivities. Our journey concludes with a visit to Totora Wasi, where 
we will discover the ancestral art of weaving with totora reeds, a tradition 
passed down through generations. (B, L, D)

Day 14 Otavalo to London. Check out this morning and drive to Cayambe 
for a truly special, private visit to the renowned Rosadex Plantation. Here, 
we will witness the meticulous care and passion that goes into cultivating 
Ecuador’s world-famous highland roses. From the sun-drenched greenhouse 
to the artistry of the final bouquet, we will see the behind-the-scenes process, 
uncovering why these magnificent blooms are a global benchmark for quality 
and export, a true testament to Ecuadorian craft. After our visit we will 
transfer to Quito Airport for our scheduled indirect flight to London. (B)

Day 15 London. Arrive today.

The Swissotel Quito provides an elegant 
and comfortable base from which to 
explore Ecuador’s captivating capital city, 
ideally situated in Quito’s sophisticated 
commercial and residential district. 
Renowned for its warm hospitality and 
excellent facilities, the hotel offers  
guests a relaxing retreat after a day  

of exploration. Facilities include two inviting swimming pools, a 
well-appointed spa featuring a hydro-massage tub and a range of 
rejuvenating treatments, as well as complimentary Wi-Fi throughout the 
property. The spacious guest rooms are bright, airy and tastefully 
furnished with warm wood finishes and luxurious Egyptian cotton linens. 
All rooms are air-conditioned and equipped with cable television, a 
minibar and an in-room safe. Dining options at the hotel are varied and 
of a high standard, with five excellent restaurants serving a range of 
international cuisine including French, Swiss and Japanese specialities.

SWISSOTEL QUITO

Your Accommodation

Swiss Advantage Room

Nestled in the Ecuadorian Andes near 
the imposing Cotacachi Volcano, 
Hacienda Cusín is a beautifully restored 
17th century estate located close to the 
village of San Pablo del Lago and the 
renowned Otavalo Indigenous Market. 
Surrounded by gardens, farmland and 
distant snow-capped mountains, the 

hacienda offers a tranquil and characterful retreat rich in history and 
charm. The property features elegant, cobbled courtyards, ancient trees, 
flower-filled gardens and traditional stone buildings, creating an 
atmosphere of timeless Andean hospitality. Accommodation is spread 
throughout the estate and includes 43 elegant guest rooms in the main 
hacienda, around the beautiful garden and within the peaceful 
monastery. Individually furnished with antiques, local textiles and 
handcrafted furnishings, each room has its own distinctive character. 
Cuisine at the hacienda combines Ecuadorian and international 
influences, with many ingredients sourced directly from the estate’s own 
gardens and nearby local producers. Meals are served in atmospheric 
surroundings with traditional décor and views across the beautiful 
grounds.

HACIENDA CUSIN, OTAVALO 

Lake Cuicocha
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MV ANAKONDA

Your Cabin
The MV Anakonda offers 16 air-conditioned cabins, which all have outside facing views. 
The four Deluxe cabins measure 24 square metres and feature a fully accessible balcony 
and en-suite bathroom with shower and Jacuzzi bath. The twelve Standard cabins 
measure 20 square metres and have a French balcony and en-suite bathroom with 
shower only. All beds are either a fixed twin or fixed double configuration. The cabins 
are fully equipped with modern conveniences including hairdryer and toiletries.    

Your Space
The Sun Deck with its Jacuzzis and outdoor seating, along with the alfresco shaded area 
on the Third Deck are ideal places for enjoying a cocktail, relaxing with a good book 
or simply taking in the spectacular views. In addition there is also a bar and lounge on 
board along with the Dining Room. There is a small boutique and gym area and you can 
choose from a variety of therapies at the spa including massage and reflexology.

Your Dining
On board you will enjoy a wide variety of national and international fusion cuisine. The 
chefs utilise traditional and well-known cuisine from all over the world and adapt it using 
fresh, local products. Individual tastes can be catered for, and guests can enjoy unique fare 
such as fish prepared in fresh coconut sauce.

The luxurious MV Anakonda is a 148 foot-long floating boutique hotel accommodating just 32 guests and we 
have exclusively chartered the vessel for these departures. The vessel’s wall-to-wall panoramic windows will 
allow you to observe the wilderness from almost every point. The friendly on board crew of 20 will provide 
you with excellent service and do much to contribute to your enjoyment throughout your journey. The crew 
includes a purser, paramedic, four expert English speaking naturalist guides, four local guides and a concierge. 
In addition you will be accompanied by a Noble Caledonia Tour Manager. There will be a range of onboard 
activities including briefings and talks from the naturalists and cooking demonstrations. The atmosphere on 
board is relaxed and informal with an informal dress code to match.

Standard Cabin Restaurant Alfresco Lounge
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Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
Cover image: Brown-tailed hummingbird.
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