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Your Cabin/Suite
Accommodating no more than 95 passengers, the cabins are  
attractively designed for comfort and convenience. All cabins are fully  
air conditioned with an en-suite bathroom with shower, (please note 
cabins 601-605 and 507 have a bath with shower attachment) and a 
selection of toiletries in addition to a hairdryer, robes and slippers. All 
cabins come equipped with telephone, flat screen television, safety 
deposit box and other thoughtful appointments. Bottles of still and 
sparkling water are provided and replenished daily. From January 2019, 
there will be eight different grades of cabin arranged over five decks,  
and all feature either windows or portholes. Because of the very nature 
of the ship, the cabins do vary in shape and size, adding to the vessel’s 
overall charm. 

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant 
accommodates all guests in one sitting and, with 
its Deck 5 location, all of the tables benefit from 
great views. The picture windows also make the 
restaurant wonderfully light and airy. Breakfast is 
served buffet-style with cooked dishes available 
and eggs to order by the ship’s accomplished 
chef. Lunch is also served buffet-style with hot 

The charming MS Serenissima began her career as the Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. 
Since 2003, when she was extensively renovated, she has been operating as a classic cruise ship. Previously known 
as the MS Andrea, she was upgraded again in 2013 and started her new life as the MS Serenissima. With her small 
size she can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships and appears an impressive sight 
when moored. With her fleet of Zodiacs, she is capable of both destination and expedition cruising. In December 
2018, the vessel will once again undergo a significant refurbishment and, after a re-configuration of the deck plan 
will accommodate a maximum of just 95 guests.

On Deck The RestaurantHarald Jarl Lounge

and cold dishes available. Dinner is served a la carte and is four courses, 
except at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a six course affair. Where possible, 
local produce is sourced for an authentic dining experience. A choice of 
red or white wine, beer, soft drinks, and water is included at lunch and 
dinner. In good weather there are al fresco dining facilities available and tea 
and coffee are available around the clock in the Andrea Lounge.

Your Space
The facilities on board include two lounges – the larger Andrea Lounge 
is comfortable and spacious and the smaller Harald Jarl Lounge is more 
intimate. There is also a small library and Wi-Fi is available at an extra cost 
throughout the vessel. The outside areas really are something special. 
A spacious observation deck allows 360 degree views of the passing 
scenery. From here, step down to the lido area with Jacuzzi  
and outside bar. The covered seating area at the back of Deck 6 is ideal 
for relaxing with a drink in hand. Perhaps, one of the best known and 
loved features of this vessel is its unique style. During the major refit 
in Sweden the then owners commissioned Swedish interior designers 
to create a Gustavian style interior. This bright Swedish 18th century 
influenced, country house style works particularly well on a vessel of this 
vintage, providing intimacy and a classic nautical sensibility often lacking 
in larger vessels.

ms serenissima 
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SereniSSima Suite
(25 square metres)

Owner’S Suite
(22 square metres)

JuniOr Suite
(21 square metres)

Deluxe StaterOOm
(15 to 25 square metres)

SuperiOr StaterOOm
(11.5 to 18 square metres)

ClaSSiC StaterOOm
(14 to 19 square metres)

StanDarD StaterOOm
(10 to 11.5 square metres)

StanDarD SinGle
(7 to 12.5 square metres)

MS SERENISSIMA DECK PLAN & CABINS

NB. Please note cabin sizes vary in each category and measurements shown are approximate.
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During voyages 
which feature this 
logo you will be 
visiting out of the way 
destinations and will 

be accompanied by an expedition team. 
Landings and excursions will be made 
by Zodiac landing craft. These cruises 
will appeal to the more adventurous and 
those who enjoy the natural world.

M
S Serenissim

a 
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Christmas & New Year   
in the Indian Ocean
Celebrate the festive season surrounded by the warmth & beauty of the Indian Ocean 
21st December 2019 to 5th January 2020

Celebrate Christmas and start the New Year with a voyage aboard the  
MS Serenissima in the warm waters of the Indian Ocean, discovering some of 

the most beautiful tropical islands on earth. Our two week journey combines some 
fascinating and exotic calls in Tanzania with stunning islands in the Seychelles 
along with the natural wonders of Madagascar. We know the region well having 
operated vessels there for the past twenty five years and if ever there was a region 
perfect for expedition cruising it is here, a timeless world of wonders both below 
and above the water. Our itinerary is perfectly suited to the MS Serenissima, her 
small size allowing us access to isolated ports and islands that are off limits to 
large cruise ships, and with our fleet of Zodiac landing craft we can reach the 
unreachable, landing on remote beaches, walking through verdant rainforest and 
national parks and getting close to some unique flora and fauna. Your experience 
will be made all the more memorable by our expert crew and officers who, along 
with our expedition team of marine biologists, ornithologists and botanists have 
many years of experience in the Indian Ocean.

Day 1 London to Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania. Fly by scheduled 
indirect flight.

Day 2 Dar es Salaam. Arrive 
today and transfer to the MS 
Serenissima. Enjoy Welcome 
Drinks and Dinner as we sail 
tonight.

Day 3 Zanzibar. Here the colourful 
harbour will be crowded with 
dhows, very much setting the 
scene for our visit to the Arab style 
city with its long narrow streets, 
bazaars, houses with overhanging 
balconies and intricately carved 
doorways. Out of town there are 
magnificent brilliant white sandy 
beaches and lush vegetation with 
plantations of cloves, cinnamon, 

vanilla and nutmeg which fill 
the air with heady aromas. On 
a morning tour, soak up the 
timeless atmosphere of Stone 
Town including Livingstone 
House, Sultan’s Palace, the 
slave market and the old Fort. 
The afternoon is free to relax 
and explore independently or 
join a tour to a spice farm to 
experience the various fruits and 
spices cultivated on the island 
where you will find everything 
from jackfruit to coconuts, 
turmeric and vanilla to lipstick 
trees. Alternatively, you may 
choose to join a tour to the 
Jozani Forest which sustains 
a variety of wildlife and birds, 
including the rare Red Colobus 
Monkey, indigenous to the island.

Day 4 Kilwa Kisiwani. Our last 
call in Tanzania will be at Kilwa 
Kisiwani, a site of exceptional 
historical interest, whose 
atmospheric ruins represent 
a wide sweep of East African 
coastal history, from the heights 
of the Swahili and Shirazi trading 
civilisation, to the darker days of 
slavery and the uprisings against 
German rule. Once one of Africa’s 
wealthiest towns, Kilwa Kisiwani is 
now a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, and contains the world’s most 
extensive and best-preserved 
Swahili ruins. After a morning at 
sea we have an afternoon walking 
tour we will see the prominent 
fort and the Great Mosque which 
stood at the heart of the ancient 
city and was once the largest in 
East Africa. Return to the ship for 
dinner as we sail this evening.

Day 5 At Sea. Enjoy Christmas 
Day sailing across to the 
Seychelles. Our lecture 
programme will continue in the 
lounge or you may prefer to spend 
some time on deck. Tonight we 
enjoy Christmas dinner on board.

Days 6 to 8 Aldabra Islands, 
Seychelles. We have three days 
to enjoy the Aldabra group of 
islands and our itinerary will be 
in the hands of our Expedition 
Leader and Captain who will 

monitor the local conditions to 
ensure we maximise our time here. 
Whilst our itinerary is flexible we 
will hope to call at the island of 
Assumption which was ruthlessly 
plundered for its vast deposits of 
guano in the early 20th century. 
Happily, peace has returned 
and the wildlife of rare birds and 
green turtles are once again in 
abundance. Our time here will be 
spent beachcombing, on a nature 
walk or snorkelling. We also hope 
to reach Cosmoledo where a 
huge ring of twelve islands circle 
a lagoon. Many of the atolls are 
still to be surveyed and we will 
explore some of them by Zodiac. 
This is an important bird area with 
all three species of booby found 
in the Seychelles including the 
last breeding site for the brown 
booby. Also spot sooty terns and 
great frigate birds. We may also 
spot the green turtles, skinks and 
the Madagascar banded lizard. We 
will also spend time on Aldabra, 
the island referred to by Sir 
Julian Huxley as “One of nature’s 
treasures and should belong 
to the whole world”. Aldabra is 
unique and every time we call at 
what is believed to be the world’s 
largest atoll we find something 
new of interest. Sightings have 
been made of the extremely rare 
white throated rail and the atoll is 
also home to the world’s second 

The Itinerary

TANZANIA

Zanzibar

INDIAN OCEAN

Reunion

Mauritius

Diego Suarez

Nosy Mangabe Masoala 
National Park

 Aldabra

MADAGASCAR

Dar es Salaam

Kilwa Kisiwani Farquhar

Aldabra giant tortoise
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Whilst 
exploring 
Aldabra by 
Zodiac it is 
difficult to 
know in which 
direction to 
look. The 
clear blue seas 
abound with 
life, the skies
are alive 
with varied 
birdlife and 
ashore giant 
land tortoises 
forage as they 
have done for 
millions of 
years.
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 Year in the Indian O
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Celebrate the festive season surrounded by the warmth & beauty of the Indian Ocean 
21st December 2019 to 5th January 2020

largest colony of frigate birds and 
to the largest crab, the coconut 
crab. Whilst exploring by Zodiac 
it is difficult to know in which 
direction to look. The clear blue 
seas abound with life, the skies are 
alive with varied birdlife and ashore 
giant land tortoises forage as they 
have done for millions of years. 
We hope to explore Picard Island 
with a short walk to see some of 
the tortoises and numerous robber 
crabs or swim in the lagoon, a vast 
17 mile stretch of shallow clear 
water. From our Zodiacs we can 
watch the ever-changing undersea 
world and snorkel in colourful coral 
waters. 

Day 9 Farquhar Islands. After a 
morning at sea we will anchor off 
Farquhar over lunch where we will 
use our Zodiacs to explore the 
sparkling lagoon of this remote 
atoll ringed island of coconut 
and casuarina trees. The island 
is a haven for many species of 
migratory birds providing us 
with a delightful afternoon of 

bird watching or snorkelling. 
Here we will also find the single 
administrator of the island who is 
kept busy by also being the boat 
master, storekeeper, accountant, 
postmaster, doctor, policeman 
and sometimes priest. Return 
to the ship as we clear customs 
formalities and make our way to 
Madagascar.

Day 10 Diego Suarez, 
Madagascar. This morning we 
will enter dramatic Diego Suarez, 
a stunning natural harbour 
with a cosmopolitan mix of 
inhabitants including Creoles, 
Indians, Chinese, Comorans 
and Arabs. Choose from a city 
tour visiting the Commonwealth 
Cemetery and Place Joffre, or 
the Malagasy Rain Forest at the 
Mount Amber National Park. 
Dividing into short and long 
walk parties we will go in search 
of lemurs and chameleons as 
we explore the rain forest. In 
the towering vegetation, we 
may spot several species of 

lemurs and chameleons as well as 
endemic birds, including parrots.

Days 11 & 12 Masoala National 
Park & Nosy Mangabe. We 
see in the New Year with a day 
and a half in Antongil Bay. Here 
we find Madagascar’s largest 
protected area, the Masoala 
National Park which comprises 
coastal rainforest, flooded forests 
and marsh and mangroves. 
Mammal species encountered 
include the red-ruffed lemur, the 
red-fronted brown lemur and the 
ring tailed mongoose. The park 
is also home to various species of 
brightly coloured Mantella frogs 
and all manner of extraordinary 
chameleons. Masoala is also 
a refuge of the endangered 
Madagascar red-owl and 
Madagascar serpent eagle and 
many endemic bird species. 
We will run a series of 
walks for all levels during 
the day whilst you also 
have the option to swim off the 
beach or perhaps visit the local 

Aldabra

Woolly lemur, Malagasy Rainforest

Zanzibar old town

Masoala National Park

Waterfalls, Reunion
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village. Also visit Nosy Mangabe, a 
520 hectare island reserve and one 
of the most diverse areas of virgin 
rain forest in Madagascar which has 
also been an important research 
centre since the mid-1960s when 
several aye-ayes and lemurs were 
released into the forest. We will use 
our Zodiacs to land on the beach 
next to the forest and organise a 
series of nature walks looking at 
the varied trees, plants and ferns 
and also hope to spot chameleon, 
lizards and black and white ruffed 
lemur. For the birders we will 
keep an eye out for Madagascar 
buzzard, kingfisher and paradise 
flycatchers.

Day 13 At Sea. Enjoy a relaxing 
day at sea.

Day 14 Reunion. We arrive at 
breakfast in Reunion where we 
have a choice of excursions. On a 
full day tour we will visit the central 
highlands where spectacularly 
rugged peaks of dormant 

or extinct volcanoes cradle 
huge amphitheatres known 
as cirques, where mountains 
tower to over 10,000 feet and 
beautiful waterfalls plummet 
hundreds of feet. The rich soil 
and mellow climate produce 
a lush and verdant landscape 
which is dotted with villages and 
towns with a uniquely French 
atmosphere. Fields of sugar 
cane and plantations of tropical 
fruits, vanilla and all manner of 
spices perfume the air. We will 
enjoy views from the Nez des 
Bouefs and see the Piton de la 
Fournaise crater. After enjoying a 
creole lunch in a local restaurant 
we will visit the “Cite du Volcan” 
museum.  Alternatively enjoy 
a morning tour to a vanilla 
plantation in St Andre where we 
learn about the history and culture 
of this integral part of Reunion’s 
heritage. We will also enjoy some 
free time in St Denis before 
returning to the MS Serenissima 
for lunch. Enjoy an afternoon 

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom  
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom 
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite 
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite 
10 Standard Single  

priCe inCluDeS: Economy class scheduled air travel • 13 nights aboard 
the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer and soft 
drinks with lunch and dinner on board • Noble Caledonia expedition 
team • Shore Excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
not included: Travel insurance, visa.

Special Offer Price

priCeS per perSOn 
Based on double occupancy

SpeCial OFFer – SAvE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£7295
£7495
£7695
£7995
£8095
£8795
£9295
£7295

£6995
£7195
£7395
£7695
£7795
£8495
£8995
£6995

at leisure before we set sail this 
evening.

Day 15 Mauritius to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and 

transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London. 

Day 16 London. Arrive this 
morning.

Fairy tern
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The Selous Game Reserve is home to over 1,000,000 large 
animals and over half of Tanzania’s elephant population and one 
of the major attractions is the mighty Rufiji river, with one of the 
largest crocodile and hippo populations in Africa. The river has 
also formed several large lakes on its northern bank, navigable by 
boat Siwandu Camp is situated on one of these lakes, sheltered in 
a grove of one of Selous’ many beautiful palm forests. Our stay 
coincides with the perfect season for bird and plant lovers, flowers 
will be in abundance and the deciduous trees are starting new 
growth. It is also the main reproductive time of year so a good time 
for seeing young animals. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Dar es Salaam. Fly by scheduled indirect flight.
Day 2 Dar es Salaam. Arrive today and transfer to the Serena Hotel  
(or similar) for an overnight stay.
Day 3 Dar es Salaam to Selous. After breakfast we transfer to the 
airport for our 45 minute scheduled flight to Mtemere Airstrip in the 
Selous Game Reserve. On arrival transfer to the Siwandu Camp and this 
afternoon enjoy your first game experience with a boat safari on the Rufiji 

Extend your stay in Mauritius after your cruise with our three night 
extension at the Tamassa Resort (or similar).

The Itinerary
Day 1 Mauritius. Disembark the MS Serenissima and join an island tour 
including the Trou-aux-Cerfs volcano, the Grand Bassin Lake and Black 
River Gorges. After lunch we will make a visit to one of the island’s rum 
distilleries to learn about production techniques and to have a taste. 
Check in to our hotel and enjoy the rest of the day at leisure. Dinner is in 
the hotel this evening.
Days 2 & 3 Mauritius. Enjoy time at leisure to enjoy the hotel facilities or 

Pre-Cruise Selous Safari Extension
17th to 22nd December 2019

Post-Cruise Mauritius Extension
4th to 7th January 2020

Pre & Post-Cruise Extensions

 
 

priCe inCluDeS: Overnight accommodation in Dar es Salaam on a bed 
and breakfast basis • Three nights at Siwandu Camp on a full board basis  
• Internal flights between Dar es Salaam and Selous Game Reserve  
• All soft drinks, tea & coffee and non-premium alcoholic drinks • Selous 
National Park entry and permit fees • Excursions at the camp • Tour 
Manager • Gratuities • Transfers • Taxes.
not included: Travel insurance, Tanzania visa.

 
 

priCe inCluDeS: Three night hotel accommodation at the Tamassa Resort 
(or similar) with breakfast • Half day island tour • Lunch on day 1  
• All dinners • Gratuities • Transfers.
not included: Travel insurance.

Rufiji River

Hippo

Giraffes

River or on a nearby lake looking for hippos, crocodiles and birdlife.  
This evening enjoy dinner at the camp.
Days 4 & 5 Siwandu Camp, Selous Game Reserve. Enjoy two full days in 
the reserve with included game drives each day. Maybe enjoy a full day 
game viewing with a picnic lunch or a half day walking safari through the 
bush with a ranger. Alternatively join another boat safari or simply relax in 
your tent. In the evening enjoy a delicious dinner at the camp.
Day 6 Selous Game Reserve to Dar es Salaam. Enjoy breakfast in the 
hotel and a final safari option before transferring to the airstrip for your 
flight to Dar es Salaam where we transfer to MS Serenissima.

priCeS per perSOn 
Based on double occupancy

Twin: £3295  Single: £4195

make independent arrangements to explore the island. Dinner will be 
provided at the hotel each evening.
Day 4 Mauritius to London. Check out of the hotel and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London. Arrive this evening.  

priCeS per perSOn 
Based on double occupancy

Twin: £1295  Single: £2195

Grand Bassin LakeChamarel falls

Ile aux Cerfs

Giant water lillies
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Wonders of Madagascar
An exploration of the natural wonders of Madagascar
2nd to 18th January 2020

The term ‘unique’ is an often overused description in the travel world but certainly applies to the island of Madagascar. 
The animals, plants, landscapes and people that make up this thousand mile long island are unlike anywhere else in 

the world. This extraordinary country long remained obscure as a destination and is still relatively unknown amongst even 
the most serious of travellers. There is minimal infrastructure in many parts of the island and for those wishing to explore 
the island in some depth, doing so by small ship, especially one as well-suited as the MS Serenissima is far preferable to 
exploring by any other means. Our small ship, with her fleet of Zodiacs for forays ashore allows us access to wonderful 
places denied to larger ships and with our onboard experts you can learn about and enjoy encounters with fabulous endemic 
wildlife in this immensely rich and timeless corner of the Indian Ocean. 

In addition to the breathtaking scenery, the area abounds with strange and wonderful plants and  
trees, countless varieties of birds and abundant wildlife including the iconic lemur. The long 
separation from the African mainland has given rise to its amazing number of unique species 
of flora and fauna and its people are also unique having descended from Malay-Polynesian 
mariners who sailed from South East Asia between 1500 to 2000 years ago. Later arrivals 
included slaves from Africa, traders from Arabia, India and Portugal and more latterly 
French colonials. Our experienced expedition team will provide commentary on all that we 
see and will reveal the wonders of this immensely rich and timeless corner of the world.

Ile Sainte Marie
Morondava

Tulear

Nosy Mangabe

Masoala 
National Park

MauritiusReunion

Diego Suarez
Nosy Tanikely

MADAGASCAR

INDIAN OCEAN

Mahajanga

Day 1 London to Mauritius. Fly by 
scheduled flight.

Day 2 Mauritius. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the 
Tamassa Resort for an overnight 
stay. The rest of the day is free to 
enjoy the hotel facilities before we 
meet for dinner in the hotel this 
evening.

Day 3 Mauritius. Enjoy breakfast 
in the hotel and a morning at 
leisure. After checking out we 
will take an island tour including 
the Trou-aux-Cerfs volcano, the 
Grand Bassin Lake and Black 
River Gorges before transferring 
to the MS Serenissima in the late 
afternoon. Enjoy Welcome Drinks 
and Dinner as we sail tonight.

Day 4 Reunion. We arrive at 
breakfast in Reunion where we 
have a choice of excursions. 
On a full day tour we will visit 
the central highlands where 
spectacularly rugged peaks of 
dormant or extinct volcanoes 
cradle huge amphitheatres 
known as cirques, where 
mountains tower to over 
10,000 feet and beautiful 
waterfalls plummet hundreds 
of feet. The rich soil and 
mellow climate produce a 
lush and verdant landscape 
which is dotted with villages 
and towns with a uniquely 
French atmosphere. Fields of 
sugar cane and plantations 

of tropical fruits, vanilla and all 
manner of spices perfume the air. 
We will enjoy views from the Nez 
des Bouefs and see the Piton de 
la Fournaise crater. After enjoying 
a creole lunch in a local restaurant 
we will visit the “Cite du Volcan” 
museum.  Alternatively, enjoy a 
morning tour to a vanilla plantation 
in St Andre where we learn about 

the history and culture of this 
integral part of Reunion’s heritage. 
We will also enjoy some free time 
in St Denis before returning to the 
MS Serenissima for lunch. Enjoy an 
afternoon at leisure before we set 
sail this evening.

Day 5 At Sea. Enjoy a day at sea 
as we cross to Madagascar. 

Day 6 Ile Sainte Marie, 
Madagascar. Our first call in 
Madagascar is at Ile Sainte Marie, 
also known as Nosy Bohara, 
a lush tropical island offering 
sandy beaches, coral reefs and 
natural beauty. This morning 
we will explore the capital of 
Ambodifotatra including the 
oldest church in Madagascar 

The Itinerary

Ile Sainte Marie
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Wonders of Madagascar
An exploration of the natural wonders of Madagascar
2nd to 18th January 2020

built in 1837 and the vibrant 
market. This afternoon we will 
use our Zodiacs to search for 
beach landings from where our 
naturalists will lead some walks.  
Alternatively, enjoy the chance for 
a swim or snorkel off the beach.

Days 7 & 8 Nosy Mangabe & 
Masoala National Park. Over 
breakfast we arrive at Nosy 
Mangabe, a 520 hectare island 
reserve in Antongil Bay. Here we 
find one of the most diverse areas 
of virgin rainforest in Madagascar 
which has also been an important 
research centre since the mid-
1960s when several aye-ayes and 
lemurs were released into the 
forest. We will use our Zodiacs 
to land on the beach next to 
the forest and organise a series 
of nature walks looking at the 
varied trees, plants and ferns and 
also hope to spot chameleon, 
lizards and black and white 
ruffed lemur. For the birders, 
we will keep an eye out for 
Madagascar buzzard, kingfisher 
and paradise flycatchers. 
We remain in Antongil Bay 
overnight to visit Madagascar’s 
largest protected area, the 
Masoala National Park which 
comprises coastal rainforest, 
flooded forests and marsh 
and mangroves. Mammal 
species encountered include 
the red-ruffed lemur, the 
red-fronted brown lemur and 
the ring-tailed mongoose. 
The park is also home to various 
species of brightly coloured 
Mantella frogs and all manner 
of extraordinary chameleons. 
Masoala is also a refuge of the 
endangered Madagascar red-owl 
and Madagascar serpent eagle 
and many endemic bird species. 
We will run a series of walks for all 
levels during our time here whilst 
you also have the option to swim 
off the beach or perhaps visit the 
local village.

Day 9 Diego Suarez. After a 
morning at sea we will enter 
dramatic Diego Suarez, a 
stunning natural harbour with a 
cosmopolitan mix of inhabitants 
including Creoles, Indians, 
Chinese, Comorans and Arabs. 
This afternoon choose from a city 
tour visiting the Commonwealth 
Cemetery and Place Joffre, or the 
Malagasy Rain Forest at the Mount 
Amber National Park. Dividing 
into short and long walk parties 
we will go in search of lemurs and 
chameleons as we explore the rain 
forest. In the towering vegetation, 
we may spot several species of 
lemurs and chameleons as well as 
endemic birds, including parrots.

Day 10 Nosy Hara. Sail 
overnight over the northern tip 
of Madagascar where strangely 
shaped limestone islets dot the 
aquamarine-coloured sea. The 
expedition team will decide 
on the most suitable island for 
landing, such as Nosy Hara. 
Enjoy swimming off the beach 
or choose to explore the island 
on foot observing the unusual 
vegetation. Depending on 
weather conditions, we will also 
offer a Zodiac cruise around the 
islands and a chance to snorkel 
over the coral.

Day 11 Nosy Tanikely. We 
arrive this morning at the Nosy 
Tanikely Island Marine Reserve, 
an uninhabited island which 
offers snorkelling opportunities 
and wonderful beaches. We will 
take the chance to either swim in 
the clear waters or snorkel over 
the corals keeping an eye out 
for reef fish, turtles and morays. 
Alternatively, our naturalists 
will lead guided walks on the 
island where we may see the 
resident lemurs, fruit bats and 
hermit crabs and enjoy fantastic 
views from the lighthouse on 
the island’s highest point. Return 
to the ship for lunch and an 
afternoon at sea.

Day 12 Mahajanga. Mahajanga 
is a major port in northwest 
Madagascar situated on the 
Betsiboka River and is our 
base for a full day excursion to 
Ankarafantsika National Park. 
This deciduous forest is a haven 
for birds, lemurs and reptiles 
and on a choice of walks, we will 
explore with our guides. Eight 
species of lemur have been 
observed here including the 
famous Microcebus, the smallest 
primate in the world. Meanwhile 
over 120 species of birds nest 
here and we will keep an eye 
out for the Madagascan fish 
eagle and banded kestrel whilst 
the 44 species of reptile include 
chameleon, turtles and crocodiles 
that live in Lake Ravelobe. We 
will enjoy lunch in the park and 
in the afternoon there will be 
options to join further walks, watch 
for birdlife at the nearby lake or 
we have requested permissions 
to visit the Durrell breeding 
programme which was established 
at Ampijoroa and is dedicated 
to protecting the ploughshare 
tortoise, one of the most 
threatened breeds in the world.

Day 13 At Sea. Relax on board 
and enjoy the lecture programme 
as we continue our journey around 
the Madagascan coast. Masoala National Park

Crested Couna
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Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

priCe inCluDeS: Economy class scheduled air travel from London 
to Mauritius and Johannesburg to London • Specially chartered flight 
from Tulear to Johannesburg • Overnight hotel accommodation in 
Mauritius with dinner & breakfast • 13 nights aboard the MS Serenissima 
on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch 
and dinner on board • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore 
excursions  • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
not included: Travel insurance, visa.

Special Offer Price

priCeS per perSOn 
Based on double occupancy

VerY limiteD aVailaBilitY remaininG  –  
SAvE £300 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£7695
£7895
£8095

SOlD Out
SOlD Out
SOlD Out
SOlD Out
SOlD Out

£7395
£7595
£7795

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

Day 14 Morondava. From 
our anchorage off the town 
of Morondava, we will use the 
Zodiacs to land on the local beach. 
From here we have a choice of 
excursions to explore the local 
region. A half day morning tour 
will visit the Avenue de Baobabs. 
Of the eight baobab species in 
the world, six are endemic to 
Madagascar. Here we will see the 
Adansonia grandidieri species 
with a row of 20 to 25 trees 
which border the gravel road. 
We will learn about the trees 
and their spiritual significance 
before returning to Morondava 
and exploring the local market. 
Alternatively, join a full day 
excursion to Kirindy Forest. 
Situated approximately a two hour 
drive from Morondava, we will 
pass the Avenue de Baobabs as 
we travel north. Kirindy is a 10,000 
hectare, dry deciduous forest, one 
of the most endangered in the 
world where the flora and fauna 
includes many endemic species. 
Here we find three species of 
baobab, many birds and reptiles 
including snakes, tortoises and 
lizards, eight species of lemur 
including the rare pale form 

marked lemur and other mammals 
including giant jumping rat, fosa 
and narrow-striped mongoose.

Day 15 Tulear. Our last call in 
Madagascar will be Tulear on 
the southwest coast. Arriving at 
lunchtime we have a choice of 
activities this afternoon. Maybe 
drive to the Antsokay Arboretum 
which is entirely devoted to 
conservation of the plants from 
the southwest of Madagascar 
and, after more than 30 years of 
hard work, offers a densely kept 
selection of flora presenting a 
typical sub-arid thicket with baobab 
trees towering over the smaller 
plants. We will see the four hectare 
botanical garden which comprises 
over 900 species of plants of which 
90% is endemic to the region. 
Alternatively visit the Reniala 
Private Reserve, a small area of 
just 60 hectares but containing 
a spiny forest which is unique 
to South Eastern Madagascar. 
The park is home to 200 plant 
species including baobabs as well 
as being a paradise for birders 
with sightings of paradise fly-
catchers, Madagascar hoopoe and 
Madagascar crested drongo. 

Day 16 Tulear to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for our specially 
chartered flight to Johannesburg. 
Connect here with our scheduled 
onward flight to London. 

Alternatively, for further wildlife 
experiences join our extension to 
the Kruger National Park.

Day 17 London. Arrive this 
morning.

Chameleon
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The Itinerary
Day 1 Johannesburg  South Africa. Arrive by our chartered flight from 
Madagascar and overnight at a Johannesburg hotel. Meet tonight for dinner.
Day 2 Johannesburg to Kruger National Park. After breakfast in the hotel 
we return to the airport for our scheduled flight to Nelspruit’s Kruger 
Airport. The Kruger National Park is South Africa’s largest game reserve with 
nearly two million hectares of land that stretches for 352 kilometres (20,000 
square kilometres) from north to south along the Mozambique border and 
is given over to an almost indescribable wildlife experience. This is the land 
of baobabs, fever trees, knob thorns, marula and mopane trees underneath 
which lurk the Big Five (buffalo, elephant, leopard, lion and rhino), the Little 
Five (buffalo weaver, elephant shrew, leopard tortoise, ant lion and rhino 
beetle), the birding Big Six (ground hornbill, kori bustard, lappet-faced 
vulture, martial eagle, pel’s fishing owl and saddle-bill stork) and more 
species of mammals than in any other African game reserve. We will transfer 
to the Lukimbi Safari Lodge where we enjoy lunch before embarking on 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Johannesburg, South Africa. Arrive by our chartered flight from 
Madagascar and overnight at a Johannesburg hotel. Meet tonight for dinner.
Day 2 Johannesburg to victoria Falls. After breakfast in the hotel we return 
to the airport for our scheduled flight to Victoria Falls. On arrival we transfer 
to the Victoria Falls Safari Lodge and enjoy some free time to settle in before 
joining a sunset cruise on the Zambezi River. Return to the hotel for dinner. 
Day 3 victoria Falls. After breakfast we enjoy a guided tour of Victoria 
Falls. Known locally as Mosi-oa-Tunya (the smoke that thunders), tons of 

Kruger National Park Extension
17th to 21st January 2020

Victoria Falls Extension
17th to 21st January 2020

 
 

 
 

priCe inCluDeS: Overnight accommodation in Johannesburg on a bed 
and breakfast basis • Dinner on day 1 • Scheduled air travel between 
Johannesburg and Kruger National Park • Two nights accommodation  
at the Lukimbi Safari Lodge on a full board basis including game drives  
• Gratuities • Transfers • Taxes. not included: Travel insurance.

priCe inCluDeS: Overnight accommodation in Johannesburg on a bed and 
breakfast basis • Scheduled air travel between Johannesburg and Victoria 
Falls • Two nights accommodation at the Victoria Falls Safari Lodge on a bed 
and breakfast basis • Gratuities • Dinner on days 1,2 & 3 • Transfers • Taxes.
not included: Travel insurance, visa, optional tours at Victoria Falls.

our first game drive this afternoon. Return to the lodge for a traditional 
Boma dinner this evening.  
Day 3 Kruger National Park. Hot and cold beverages will be waiting 
for us after our early morning wake up call. Enjoy a morning game 
drive showcasing the wildlife and nature of the southern region of 
Kruger National Park, followed by breakfast at the lodge. Bounded 
by the Crocodile River in the south and the Sabie River in the north, 
the southern region is also host to the jagged ridge of the Lebombo 
Mountains along the border to Mozambique, and the highest point 
in the park, Khandzalive. The valleys are home to trees rarely found 
in other parts of the Kruger Park, such as the Cape chestnut, coral 
tree and lavender fever-berry. After breakfast, embark on an optional 
morning bush walk, followed by free time and a leisurely lunch. Later 
this afternoon there is the option of another game drive before dinner 
at the lodge.
Day 4 Kruger to London. After another dawn game drive we will 
enjoy breakfast and check out of the lodge before driving to Kruger 
Mpumalanga International Airport for our short flight to Johannesburg. 
Connect here with our onward flight to London.
Day 5 London. Arrive this morning. 
Please note that places for the our Kruger extension are limited to just  
20 guests so we recommend reserving your place as soon as possible.

priCeS per perSOn 
Based on double occupancy

Twin: £2295  Single: £2595

water plunge over a chasm that is nearly two kilometres wide falling more 
than 100 metres to the Zambezi River below. The shower of spray and the 
thunderous sound of the water can be heard from miles around. The tour 
takes you to the best viewpoints of this iconic waterfall, one of the “seven 
wonders of the world”, allowing you to soak up the powerful and enigmatic 
atmosphere of Victoria Falls. Return to the hotel and enjoy a free afternoon 
or maybe join an optional tour such as a helicopter ride over the falls or a 
game drive in the nearby Chamabonda or Zambezi National Parks. Tonight 
we will enjoy our final night in Africa with a traditional Boma dinner of 
traditional Zimbabwean dishes.
Day 4 victoria Falls to London. Check out this morning and transfer to 
Victoria Falls Airport for our flight to Johannesburg. Connect here with our 
onward flight to London.
Day 5 London. Arrive this morning.

priCeS per perSOn 
Based on double occupancy

Twin: £2095  Single: £2295

We are delighted to offer a choice of extensions after your voyage aboard the MS Serenissima. Join an extension to the wonderous Victoria 
Falls in Zimbabwe or enjoy some more incredible wildlife viewing, take our extension to Kruger National Park. 

Victoria Falls

Post-Cruise Extensions
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Indian Ocean Island Odyssey
Discover the beauty of Mauritius, Madagascar, the Seychelles and Tanzania
28th January to 13th February 2020

Join us aboard the MS Serenissima for this unique island hopping expedition 
through the Indian Ocean which will appeal to those who enjoy the natural 

world and all its wonders, travelling on small ships and staying clear of the well-
beaten tourist tracks. The delightful MS Serenissima with her fleet of Zodiac 
landing craft is the perfect vessel for such an enterprise. With just 95 guests she 
is a far cry from the latest breed of cruise ships and can visit small islands and 
backwaters that are denied to larger vessels. Your experience will be made all the 
more memorable by the expert crew and officers, who along with our expedition 
team of marine biologists, ornithologists and botanists have many years of 
experience in the Indian Ocean and will provide commentary on all we see.

Setting sail from Mauritius we will land on its nearest neighbour, Reunion, a 
little bit of France in the Indian Ocean and a truly stunning place. We will spend 
the day exploring its truly awesome and dramatic landscape before continuing to 
Madagascar where we will have four days to explore the incredible verdant and 
beautiful island and its unique flora and fauna.

Continuing to the Seychelles, for many the highlight of the voyage will be our time spent exploring the Aldabra Islands, 
the last breeding ground of the giant tortoise and in addition to seeing some of these endearing creatures we should also 
encounter dolphins, turtles and whales as well as countless birds including the flightless rail, the last flightless bird in the 
Indian Ocean. To explore the abundant crystal clear waters of the vast lagoon and to set foot on atolls which have never been 
exploited by the hand of man is a rare experience.

This itinerary is a veritable feast of beauty and the natural world. You will witness the bounty of the islands, the wildlife from 
the lemurs of Madagascar to the giant tortoises of Aldabra, an amazingly prolific birdlife and a mesmerising underwater life.

Ile Sainte Marie

Nosy Mangabe

Masoala 
National Park

MauritiusReunion

Diego Suarez

MADAGASCAR

INDIAN OCEAN

Zanzibar

 Aldabra
Mafia Island

Dar es Salaam

TANZANIA

What to Expect
Flexibility is the key to an 
expedition cruise; sometimes 
the whole day’s schedule will 
be changed to maximise your 
experience, something that would 
not be possible on a large cruise 
ship. Each day holds something 
new and below are some extracts 
from the ship’s log from last 
season which will provide you with 
an idea of what to expect.

Cosmoledo: At first light the scout 
boat set out to the west to search 
for potential snorkel sites. Within 
minutes we had spinner dolphins 
bow riding. The ‘Special Booby 
Squad’ set off first with Guy to 
the far western end of Ile du Sud. 
Here, in a sheltered bay they could 
step ashore at the best Masked 
booby colony in the Seychelles: 
birds everywhere, and these 
immaculate black and white birds 

swooping low overhead or sitting 
tight on the ground on two pure 
white eggs. Brown boobies were 
also present, which means we 
have seen all three species of the 
Indian Ocean boobies, and, even 
more remarkably, at their breeding 
colonies. The rest of us set off into 
the main passage, landing on a 
mile-long coral sand beach on the 
inner shore of Wizard Island. Perfect 
turquoise waters in which to swim, 
the sun rising in a perfectly clear 
sky, and to add that little touch of 
genius, a Zodiac came shore with 
kitchen crew, their striped parasol 
and a cold box containing three 
different flavours of ice cream! 
Some walked the length of the 
beach, others fell asleep in the 
shade of beach crest bushes, the 
energetic castaways explored 
inland and found two new birds: the 
Madagascar cisticola and Abbott’s 
sunbird, the latter gorging on nectar 
in the high heads of flowering sisal 
bushes. A view from the high dunes 
showed turtles mating at sea and 
numerous turtle nest mounds on 
the outer shore. The colours of the 
lagoon, as seen from the beach 
were an unforgettable series of 
intense pastel hues. Then a clean 

horizontal band of the creamy 
coral strand, and below this, pure 
turquoise water over the sand bar 
before us. 

Nosy Mangabe: This morning we 
were anchored off the Masoala 
Peninsula which is covered in 
primary rainforest and is the 
Masoala National Park. Our 
destination Nosy Mangabe is a 
small island in the national park. 
We disembarked the long and 
‘birder’ walks first followed by 
the medium and short walks on a 
beautiful golden beach backed by 
primary rainforest. Once ashore, 
and changed into walking shoes, 
we split into our various groups and 
headed off into the forest in search 
of wildlife. We were on the lookout 
for creatures big and small, and we 
found them. The lemurs appeared, 
racing through the treetops. The 

inquisitive white-fronted brown 
lemurs came and had a good look 
at us. Frogs were everywhere. There 
were the green-backed mantellas, 
quite brash in their black and 
green colours, tiny nondescript 
frogs laying their single egg in the 
stumps of bamboo. There were 
several leaf-tailed geckos. So well 
camouflaged that they were almost 
impossible to see even at close 
range. We needn’t have walked 
far from the landing stage at all. 
As we were starting to leave the 
lemurs came down to check us out 
and allowed for some great close 
up photographs. On walks inland, 
there were huge boulders of 3.2 
billion year old granodiorite to be 
seen. The afternoon offered us an 
opportunity land at the camp for 
a second time for an exploratory 
walk or a long Zodiac cruise down 
the peninsula. Both options were 
rewarded with excellent sightings 
of lemurs, chameleons and a variety 
of bird species. We were all back 
on board for a quick recap followed 
by dinner. Those who chose to 
dine outside were rewarded with a 
lovely sunset and the noises of the 
rainforest as we relocated to the 
Masoala Peninsula that evening.

Chameleon
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Indian Ocean Island Odyssey
Discover the beauty of Mauritius, Madagascar, the Seychelles and Tanzania
28th January to 13th February 2020

Day 1 London to Mauritius. Fly by 
scheduled flight.

Day 2 Mauritius. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the 
Tamassa Resort for an overnight 
stay. The rest of the day is free to 
enjoy the hotel facilities before we 
meet for dinner in the hotel this 
evening.

Day 3 Mauritius. Enjoy breakfast 
in the hotel and a morning at 
leisure. After checking out we 
will take an island tour including 
the Trou-aux-Cerfs volcano, the 
Grand Bassin Lake and Black 
River Gorges before transferring 
to the MS Serenissima in the late 
afternoon. Enjoy Welcome Drinks 
and Dinner as we sail tonight.

Day 4 Reunion. We arrive at 
breakfast in Reunion where we 
have a choice of excursions. 
On a full day tour, we will visit 
the central highlands where 
spectacularly rugged peaks of 
dormant or extinct volcanoes 
cradle huge amphitheatres known 
as cirques, where mountains tower 
to over 10,000 feet and beautiful 
waterfalls plummet hundreds of 
feet. Fields of sugar cane and 
plantations of tropical fruits, vanilla 
and all manner of spices perfume 
the air. We will enjoy views from 
the Nez des Bouefs and see the 
Piton de la Fournaise crater. After 
enjoying a creole lunch in a local 
restaurant, we will visit the “Cite 
du Volcan” museum. Alternatively 
enjoy a morning tour to a vanilla 
plantation in St Andre where we 
learn about the history and culture 
of this integral part of Reunion’s 
heritage. We will also enjoy some 
free time in St Denis before 
returning to the MS Serenissima 
for lunch. Enjoy an afternoon 
at leisure before we set sail this 
evening.

Day 5 At Sea. Enjoy a day at sea 
as we cross to Madagascar.

Day 6 Ile Sainte Marie, 
Madagascar. Our first call in 
Madagascar is at Ile Sainte 
Marie, also known as Nosy 
Bohara, a lush tropical island 
offering sandy beaches, coral 
reefs and natural beauty. 
This morning we will explore 
the capital of Ambodifotatra 
including the oldest church 
in Madagascar built in 1837 
and the vibrant market. This 
afternoon we will use our 
Zodiacs to search for beach 
landings from where our 
naturalists will lead some walks.
Alternatively enjoy the chance 
for a swim or snorkel off the 
beach.

Days 7 & 8 Nosy Mangabe & 
Masoala National Park. Spend 
a day and a half in Antongil Bay 
where we find Madagascar’s 
largest protected area, the 
Masoala National Park, which 
comprises of coastal rainforest, 
flooded forests, marsh and 
mangroves. Mammal species 
encountered include the red-
ruffed lemur, the red-fronted 
brown lemur and the ring -tailed 
mongoose. The park is also 
home to various species of 
brightly coloured Mantella frogs 
and all manner of extraordinary 
chameleons. Masoala is also 
a refuge of the endangered 
Madagascar red-owl and 
Madagascar serpent eagle and 
many endemic bird species. We 
will run a series of walks for all 
levels during the day whilst you 
also have the option to swim 
off the beach or perhaps visit 
the local village. Also visit Nosy 
Mangabe, a 520-hectare island 
reserve and one of the most 
diverse areas of virgin rain forest 

in Madagascar which has also 
been an important research centre 
since the mid-1960s when several 
aye-ayes and lemurs were released 
into the forest. We will use our 
Zodiacs to land on the beach 
next to the forest and organise a 
series of nature walks looking at 
the varied trees, plants and ferns 
and hope to spot chameleon, 
lizards and black and white ruffed 
lemur. For the birders we will 
keep an eye out for Madagascar 
buzzard, kingfisher and paradise 
flycatchers.

Day 9 Diego Suarez. Over lunch 
we will enter dramatic Diego 
Suarez, a stunning natural harbour 
with a cosmopolitan mix of 
inhabitants including Creoles, 
Indians, Chinese, Comorans and 
Arabs. This afternoon choose 
from a city tour visiting the 
Commonwealth Cemetery and 
Place Joffre, or the Malagasy 
Rain Forest at the Mount Amber 
National Park. Dividing into short 
and long walk parties we will go in 
search of lemurs and chameleons 
as we explore the rain forest. In 
the towering vegetation, we may 
spot several species of lemurs and 
chameleons as well as endemic 
birds, including parrots.

Days 10 to 12 Aldabra Islands, 
Seychelles. After a morning at sea 
we arrive into the Aldabra group 
of islands and have two and a half 
days to explore. Our itinerary will 
be in the hands of our Expedition 
Leader and Captain who will 
monitor the local conditions to 
ensure we maximise our time here. 
Whilst our itinerary is flexible we 
will hope to call at the island of 
Assumption which was ruthlessly 
plundered for its vast deposits of 
guano in the early 20th century. 
Happily, peace has returned, 
and the wildlife of rare birds and 

green turtles are once again in 
abundance. Our time here will be 
spent beachcombing, on a nature 
walk or snorkelling. We also hope 
to reach Cosmoledo where a huge 
ring of twelve islands circle a 
lagoon. Many of the atolls are 
still to be surveyed and we will 
explore some of them by Zodiac. 
This is an important bird area 
with all three species of booby 
found in the Seychelles including 
the last breeding site for the 
brown booby. Also spot sooty 
terns and great frigate birds. We 
will also spend time on Aldabra, 
the island referred to by Sir 
Julian Huxley as “One of nature’s 
treasures and should belong 
to the whole world”. Aldabra is 
unique and every time we call at 
what is believed to be the world’s 
largest atoll we find something 
new of interest. Sightings have 
been made of the extremely 
rare white throated rail and the 
atoll is also home to the world’s 
second largest colony of frigate 
birds and to the largest crab, the 
coconut crab. Whilst exploring 
by Zodiac it is difficult to know in 
which direction to look. The clear 
blue seas abound with life, the 
skies are alive with varied birdlife 
and ashore giant land tortoises 
forage as they have done for 
millions of years. We hope to 
explore Picard Island with a short 
walk to see some of the tortoises 
and numerous robber crabs or 
swim in the lagoon, a vast 17 
mile stretch of shallow clear 
water. From our Zodiacs we can 
watch the ever-changing undersea 
world and snorkel in colourful 
coral waters.

Day 13 At Sea. Spend a relaxing 
day at sea.

Day 14 Mafia Island, Tanzania. 
Once a prominent stopover for 

The Itinerary

Picard Island

Chameleon

Masoala National Park
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ships on the trade routes from 
East Africa, Mafia Island has not 
seen the same development as 
nearby Zanzibar and remains 
relatively unknown and off 
the major tourist trail but is a 
wonderful spot to spend the day. 
There will be a choice of tours 
today. Between October and 
February, the island is home to 
large numbers of whale sharks 
and we will embark local boats 
to search for these beautiful 
creatures with our knowledgeable 
guides. If conditions allow we may 
also be able to swim alongside 
them. (Please note numbers are 
limited for whale sharks tour). 
Alternatively, we will land by 
Zodiac before embarking local 
dhows to cross to Chole Island. 
Here we will take a walking tour 
through the town seeing the local 
school, hospital, education centre, 
dhow building yard and ancient 
ruins. The village of Chole is 
traditionally famous for its weaving 
of the date palm fibres (ukindu) to 
make brightly coloured baskets, 
placemats and floor mats (mikeka 
and misuala) which we will see at 
the local market.

Day 15 Zanzibar. Here the 
colourful harbour will be crowded 
with dhows, very much setting 
the scene for our visit to the 
Arab style city with its long 
narrow streets, bazaars, houses 
with overhanging balconies and 
intricately carved doorways. 
On a morning tour, soak up the 
timeless atmosphere of Stone 
Town including Livingstone 
House, Sultan’s Palace, the 
slave market and the Old Fort. 
The afternoon is free to relax 
and explore independently or 
join a tour to a spice farm to 
experience the various fruits and 
spices cultivated on the island. 
Alternatively, join a tour to the 
Jozani Forest which sustains 
a variety of wildlife and birds, 
including the rare Red Colobus 
Monkey, indigenous to the island.

Day 16 Dar es Salaam to 
London. Disembark after 
breakfast and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled indirect 
flight to London.

Day 17 London. Arrive this 
morning.

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

priCe inCluDeS: Economy class scheduled air • Overnight hotel 
accommodation in Mauritius on a half board basis • 13 nights aboard 
the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft 
drinks with lunch and dinner on board • Noble Caledonia expedition 
team • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
not included: Travel insurance, visa.

Special Offer Price

priCeS per perSOn 
Based on double occupancy

VerY limiteD aVailaBilitY remaininG  –  
SAvE £300 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£7895
£8095
£8295

SOlD Out
SOlD Out
SOlD Out
SOlD Out
SOlD Out

£7595
£7795
£7995

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

Post-Cruise Selous Safari Extension

priCeS per perSOn 
Based on double occupancy

Twin: £3295  Single: £4195

Before returning home, we are offering an extension to the Selous 
Game Reserve which is home to over 1,000,000 large animals and over 
half of Tanzania’s elephant population. However, one of the major 
attractions must be the mighty Rufiji river, home to one of the largest 
crocodile and hippo populations in Africa, swarming with fish which 
in turn bring about some of the world’s best water birding. The river 
has also formed several large lakes on its northern bank, navigable by 
boat Siwandu Camp is situated on one of these lakes. All safari tents at 
the camp are widely spaced along the lake shore ensuring maximum 
privacy and wonderful views. Each tent sits atop its own raised timber 
platform with two large verandas. The spacious tents are luxuriously 
appointed, with en-suite bathrooms and open air hot-water showers. 
The camp has its own swimming pool, enabling guests to cool off in the 
heat of the day.  The dining area and bar areas are raised on viewing 
platforms, with large comfortable sofas and a wildlife reference library.

Day 1 Dar es Salaam to Selous. After breakfast we will disembark and 
transfer to the airport for our 45-minute scheduled flight to Mtemere 
Airstrip in the Selous Game Reserve. On arrival transfer to the 
Siwandu Camp and this afternoon enjoy your first game experience 
with a boat safari looking for hippos, crocodiles and birdlife. 
Days 2 & 3 Siwandu Camp, Selous Game Reserve. Enjoy two full 
days in the Reserve with included game drives each day. Maybe enjoy 
a full day game viewing with a picnic lunch or a half day walking safari 
through the bush with a ranger. Alternatively join another boat safari 
or simply relax in your tent. 
Day 4 Selous Game Reserve to Dar es Salaam. Enjoy breakfast in 
the hotel and a final safari option before transferring to the airstrip 
for your flight to Dar es Salaam where we connect with our onward 
scheduled flight to London.
Day 5 London. Arrive this morning.

12th to 16th February 2020

The Itinerary

Hippos

Elephants

 
 

priCe inCluDeS: Three nights accommodation at the Siwandu Camp 
on a full board basis • Game drives, internal flights between Dar es 
Salaam and Selous Game Reserve • transfers • taxes • gratuities.
not included: Travel insurance, Tanzania visa.

Whale shark, Mafia Island

Reunion Stone Town, ZanzibarBaobab tree
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Seychelles Odyssey
An Island Hopping Expedition in the Indian Ocean
11th to 24th February 2020

Join us aboard the delightful MS Serenissima as we explore the bountiful 
islands of the Indian Ocean. The Seychelles offers the visitor a tropical 

beauty that is difficult, if not impossible to match anywhere else in the 
world. Spread out over a vast area of the Indian Ocean, they offer everything 
from quiet sophistication and enchanting scenery to wild and uninhabited 
nature reserves, where the very remoteness of the islands, has protected 
them from the worst excesses of mankind. We know the region well having 
operated vessels here for the past twenty five years and those who have 
sailed with us through these extraordinary waters have experienced the 
magic of dropping anchor off a remote atoll at first light to watch the dawn 
illuminate the watery horizon. Then, as the sun rises, we have ventured ashore by Zodiac, landing on a deserted beach to 
discover the rich bird and marine life, the exotic flora, nature reserves and working estates. If ever there was a region perfect 
for expedition cruising it is here and the MS Serenissima is the perfect size and equipped vessel for our voyage.

Our journey will include all aspects of this extraordinary island nation from the developed Inner Seychelles with staggeringly 
beautiful islands such as Praslin, La Digue and Aride to the less known and rarely visited Outer Seychelles. Here we will sail 
all the way to Aldabra, the world’s largest coral atoll and a World Heritage Site. Being one of the most difficult places in the 
world to access and having a lack of freshwater has saved Aldabra from any tourism development and only small vessels 
like the MS Serenissima are allowed to visit. It is therefore a great privilege to be able to land on the untouched beaches of 
Aldabra, the breeding ground for thousands of giant tortoise and home to some of the rarest birds in the Indian Ocean. To 
explore the abundant crystal clear waters of the vast lagoon and to set foot on atolls which have never been exploited by the 
hand of man is a rare experience.

TANZANIA

Zanzibar

INDIAN OCEAN

Mahe

Alphonse Aldabra

Praslin, La Digue, 
Aride & Curieuse

Amirante Islands

SEYCHELLES

Dar es Salaam

FarquharKilwa Kisiwani

Day 1 London to Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania. Fly by scheduled indirect 
flight.

Day 2 Dar es Salaam. Arrive 
today and transfer to the MS 
Serenissima. Welcome Dinner and 
Drinks on board as we sail this 
evening and spend the night at 
our anchorage off Zanzibar.

Day 3 Zanzibar. Here the colourful 
harbour will be crowded with 
dhows, very much setting the 
scene for our visit to the Arab style 

city with its long narrow streets, 
bazaars, houses with overhanging 
balconies and intricately carved 
doorways. On a morning tour, 
soak up the timeless atmosphere 
of Stone Town including 
Livingstone House, Sultan’s 
Palace, the slave market and the 
Old Fort. The afternoon is free to 
relax and explore independently 
or join a tour to a spice farm to 
experience the various fruits and 
spices cultivated on the island. 
Alternatively, join a tour to the 
Jozani Forest which sustains 

a variety of wildlife and birds, 
including the rare red colobus 
monkey, indigenous to the island. 

Day 4 Kilwa Kisiwani. Our final 
call in Tanzania will be at Kilwa 
Kisiwani, a site of exceptional 
historical interest, where the 
atmospheric ruins represent 
a wide sweep of East African 
coastal history, from the heights 
of the Swahili and Shirazi trading 
civilisation to the darker days of 
slavery and the uprisings against 
German rule. Once one of Africa’s 
wealthiest towns, Kilwa Kisiwani is 
now a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and contains the world’s most 
extensive and best-preserved 
Swahili ruins. After a morning at 
sea we will spend the afternoon 
on a walking tour and see the 
prominent fort and the Great 
Mosque which stood at the heart 
of the ancient city and was once 
the largest in East Africa. 

Day 5 At Sea. Spend a relaxing 
day at sea as we cross to the 
Seychelles.

Days 6 to 8 Aldabra Islands, 
Seychelles. We have three days 
to enjoy the Aldabra group of 
islands and our itinerary will be 
in the hands of our Expedition 

Leader and Captain who will 
monitor the local conditions to 
ensure we maximise our time here. 
Whilst our itinerary is flexible we 
will hope to call at the island of 
Assumption which was ruthlessly 
plundered for its vast deposits of 
guano in the early 20th century. 
Happily, peace has returned, 
and the wildlife of rare birds and 
green turtles are once again in 
abundance. Our time here will 
be spent beachcombing, on a 
nature walk or snorkelling. We 
also hope to reach Cosmoledo 
where a huge ring of twelve 
islands circle a lagoon. Many of 
the atolls are still to be surveyed 
and we will explore some of them 
by Zodiac. This is an important 
bird area with all three species 
of booby found in the Seychelles 
including the last breeding site 
for the brown booby. Also spot 
sooty terns and great frigate 
birds. We will also spend time 
on Aldabra, the island referred 
to by Sir Julian Huxley as “One 
of nature’s treasures and should 
belong to the whole world”. 
Aldabra is unique and every time 
we call at what is believed to 
be the world’s largest atoll we 
find something new of interest. 
Sightings have been made of the 
extremely rare white throated rail 

The Itinerary

Castle ruin, Kilwa Kisiwani

Frigate Bird, Aldabra
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Seychelles Odyssey
An Island Hopping Expedition in the Indian Ocean
11th to 24th February 2020

and the atoll is also home to the 
world’s second largest colony of 
frigate birds and to the largest 
crab, the coconut crab. Whilst 
exploring by Zodiac it is difficult 
to know in which direction to look. 
The clear blue seas abound with 
life, the skies are alive with varied 
birdlife and ashore giant land 
tortoises forage as they have done 
for millions of years. We hope to 
explore Picard Island with a short 
walk to see some of the tortoises 
and numerous robber crabs or 
swim in the lagoon, a vast 17 mile 
stretch of shallow clear water. 
From our Zodiacs we can watch 
the ever-changing undersea 
world and snorkel in colourful 
coral waters. 

Day 9 Farquhar Islands. After a 
morning at sea we will anchor 
off Farquhar over lunch where 
we will use our Zodiacs to 
explore the sparkling lagoon of 
this remote atoll ringed island 
of coconut and casuarina trees. 
Hawksbill and green sea turtles 
come to the atoll to nest, and 
several of the Farquhar Group’s 

islands are Important Bird Areas. 
The island is a haven providing us 
with a delightful afternoon of bird 
watching or snorkelling.

Day 10 Alphonse Islands. There 
are three islands in the Alphonse 
group which is located directly 
south of the Amirantes. As we 
approach the islands over lunch 
you will understand why they are 
regarded by many to be the most 
beautiful of the 115 islands in the 
Seychelles archipelago. On the 
main island the circular lagoon 
offers good snorkelling and there 
are several tracks across the island 
to enjoy island walks. 

Day 11 Amirante Islands. This 
morning we arrive at the 28 
islands in the Amirante Group of 
islands which were discovered 
by Vasco de Gama in 1501 and 
are, considered to be some of 
the most pristine and untouched 
islands in the world. If conditions 
permit we will spend the day 
on Desroches, the largest of 
the islands, although still only 
measuring six kilometres by 1.5 

kilometres. Enjoy nature walks with 
our naturalists and the island’s 
conservation team observing the 
flora and fauna and in particular 
the giant tortoises and nesting 
turtles. Whilst keen snorkellers will 
have the chance to swim over the 
outlying coral.

Day 12 Aride & Curieuse. Sail in 
the early morning to Aride one 
of the finest and most important 
seabird islands in the Indian 
Ocean. Over one million seabirds 
breed on the island including 
tropical shearwater, lesser noddy, 
frigate birds and roseate tern in 
addition to five species unique 
to the Seychelles such as the 
Seychelles warbler and Seychelles 
magpie robin. The island is largely 
covered in native woodland, 
including the endemic Wright’s 
gardenia, a shrub with 
 beautifully scented flowers  
found nowhere else in the world. 
We will sail over lunch to Curieuse, 
a rugged island which was once 
home to a leper colony and now 
houses an eco-museum and visitor 
centre. The island is an important 

Spread out 
over a vast 
area of the 
Indian Ocean, 
the islands of 
the Seychelles 
offer 
everything 
from quiet 
sophistication 
and enchanting 
scenery to 
wild and 
uninhabited 
nature reserves, 
where the very 
remoteness of 
the islands, has 
protected them 
from the worst 
excesses of 
mankind.

Curieuse

Frigate Bird, Aldabra

Colobus monkey, Zanzibar

Exploring by Zodiac
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Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

priCe inCluDeS: Economy class scheduled air travel • 12 nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
& soft drinks with lunch and dinner on board • Noble Caledonia 
expedition team • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
not included: Travel insurance, visa.

Special Offer Price

priCeS per perSOn 
Based on double occupancy

SpeCial OFFer – SAvE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£6895 £6595
£7095 £6795
£7295 £6995
£7595 £7295
£7695 £7395
£8495 £8195
£8995 £8695
£6895 £6595

Baby Hippo, Selous Game Reserve

Pre-Cruise Selous Safari Extension

priCeS per perSOn 
Based on double occupancy

Twin: £3295  Single: £4195 

Before embarking the MS Serenissima, we are offering an extension 
to the Selous Game Reserve which is home to over 1,000,000 large 
animals and over half of Tanzania’s elephant population. However, 
one of the major attractions must be the mighty Rufiji river, home 
to one of the largest crocodile and hippo populations in Africa, 
swarming with fish which in turn bring about some of the world’s 
best water birding. The river has also formed several large lakes on 
its northern bank, navigable by boat Siwandu Camp is situated on 
one of these lakes. All safari tents at the camp are widely spaced 
along the lake shore ensuring maximum privacy and wonderful views. 
Each tent sits atop its own raised timber platform with two large 
verandas. The spacious tents are luxuriously appointed, with en-suite 
bathrooms and open air hot-water showers. The camp has its own 
swimming pool, enabling guests to cool off in the heat of the day. 
The dining area and bar areas are raised on viewing platforms, with 
large comfortable sofas and a wildlife reference library.

Day 1 London to Dar es Salaam. Fly by scheduled indirect flight.
Day 2 Dar es Salaam. Arrive today and transfer to the Serena Hotel 
(or similar) for an overnight stay.
Day 3 Dar es Salaam to Selous. After breakfast we transfer to the 
airport for our 45-minute scheduled flight to Mtemere Airstrip in the 
Selous Game Reserve. On arrival transfer to the Siwandu Camp and 
this afternoon enjoy your first game experience with a boat safari on 
the Rufiji River or on a nearby lake looking for hippos, crocodiles and 
birdlife. This evening enjoy dinner at the camp.
Days 4 & 5 Siwandu Camp, Selous Game Reserve. Enjoy two full 
days in the Reserve with included game drives each day. Maybe enjoy 
a full day game viewing with a picnic lunch or a half day walking safari 
through the bush with a ranger. Alternatively join another boat safari 
or simply relax in your tent. In the evening enjoy a delicious dinner at 
the camp.
Day 6 Selous Game Reserve to Dar es Salaam. Enjoy breakfast in the 
hotel and a final safari option before transferring to the airstrip for 
your flight to Dar es Salaam where we transfer to MS Serenissima.

7th to 12th February 2020

The Itinerary

 
 

priCe inCluDeS: Overnight hotel accommodation in Dar es Salaam 
on a bed & breakfast basis • Three nights accommodation at Siwandu 
Camp on a full board basis • Internal flights between Dar es Salaam & 
Selous Game Reserve • Transfers • Gratuities.
not included: Travel insurance, Tanzania visa.

nesting site for hawksbill turtles 
and boasts endemic vine and 
mangroves which we explore on 
an island walk.

Day 13 Praslin & La Digue. From 
our overnight anchorage we will 
land on Praslin to explore the 
‘Vallee de Mai’, the last remnant 
of the original high canopied 
Seychelles palm forest and home 
to the coco de mer. We will walk its 
paths looking out for the rare black 
parrot and enjoying its natural 
beauty. Return to the ship for 
lunch as we sail the short distance 

to La Digue where huge granite 
boulders lie like giant sculptures 
on the brilliant white beaches of 
the island. Tour the forested nature 
reserve and the L’Union Estate, 
a superbly restored 19th century 
colonial house. Rent a bicycle, 
relax or swim from one of the 
beaches. Tonight, we will sail to 
Mahe where we moor overnight. 

Day 14 Mahe to London. 
Disembark this morning and 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled indirect flight to 
London. Arrive this evening.

Fody Foudia

Wild Flower

Aride
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