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The term ‘unique’ is often an overused description in the travel world but certainly 
applies to the island of Madagascar. The animals, plants, landscapes and people 

that make up this thousand mile long island are unlike anywhere else in the world. 
This extraordinary country long remained obscure as a destination and is still relatively 
unknown amongst even the most serious of travellers. There is minimal infrastructure in 
many parts of the island and for those wishing to explore the island in some depth, doing 
so by small ship, especially one as well-suited as the MS Serenissima is far preferable 
to exploring by any other means. With the vessel’s fleet of Zodiacs for forays ashore, 
allowing access to the wonderful places denied to larger ships and, accompanied by our 
onboard experts you can learn and enjoy encounters with fabulous endemic wildlife in 
this immensely rich and timeless corner of the Indian Ocean.

In addition to the breathtaking scenery, the region abounds with strange and wonderful plants and trees, countless varieties of birds 
and abundant wildlife including the iconic lemur. The long separation from the African mainland has given rise to its amazing 
number of endemic species of flora and fauna and its people are also unique having descended from Malay-Polynesian mariners who 
sailed from South East Asia between 1500 to 2000 years ago. Later arrivals included slaves from Africa, traders from Arabia, India 
and Portugal and more latterly French colonials. Our experienced expedition team will provide commentary on all that we see and 
will reveal the wonders of the world’s ‘eighth continent’.

Daniel is a travel writer, naturalist, photographer and tour 
lecturer who specialises in the exotic Indian Ocean island 
of Madagascar. He visits Madagascar every year to explore 
and photograph its diverse wonders. His fascination with this 
enigmatic country extends not only to its unique flora and 
fauna, but also to its people, culture, history, geology and 
beyond. Daniel has written three books about Madagascar and 
contributed words and images to countless others. He also 
presents occasional lectures on the country, including at the 

Royal Geographical Society, as well as on specialist tours of the island. In addition, 
Daniel is Secretary of the Anglo-Malagasy Society, a UK-based organisation 
founded in 1961, which holds events and meetings in London to promote 
knowledge of Madagascar amongst British people and to foster relations between 
the two countries. Daniel is the founder of the Madagascar Library, a private 
collection of some 3,000 books, maps and other documents about the country, 
available for use by academics, journalists, historians and other researchers. He 
studied linguistics and cognitive science at the University of Cambridge and at UCL 
in London, as well as engineering science at the University of Oxford. 

Guest Speaker – Daniel Austin
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Day 5 Andavadoaka & Nosy Hao. 
The vessel will anchor this morning 
off the small fishing community of 
Andavadoaka, home to the Vezo 
fishing people. The area offers the 
most diverse marine ecosystem on 
the southwest coast. It is also the 
base for Blue Ventures, a marine 
conservation society that has 
helped the local villagers invest in 
their community by way of training 
local guides and showing ways 
to preserve their resources. We 
hope to learn more about the local 
projects before sailing over lunch 
to Nosy Hao to discover the sandy 
white beaches where we can enjoy 
a swim in the warm waters.

Day 6 Morondava. From our 
anchorage off the town of 
Morondava, we will use the 
Zodiacs to land on the local 
beach. From here there will 
be a choice of excursions to 
explore the local region. A half 
day morning tour will visit the 
Avenue de Baobabs. Of the eight 
baobab species in the world, six 
are endemic to Madagascar and 
here we will see the Adansonia 
grandidieri species with a row 
of 20 to 25 trees which border 
the gravel road. We will learn 
about the trees and their spiritual 
significance before returning to 
Morondava and exploring the local 
market. Alternatively, join a full 
day excursion to Kirindy Forest. 
Situated approximately a two hour 
drive from Morondava, we will 
pass the Avenue de Baobabs as 
we travel north. Kirindy is a 10,000 
hectare, dry deciduous forest, 

Day 1 London to Johannesburg, 
South Africa. Fly by scheduled 
flight.

Day 2 Johannesburg. Arrive this 
morning and transfer to our hotel 
for an overnight stay. The rest of the 
day is at leisure before we meet this 
evening for dinner.

Day 3 Johannesburg to Tulear, 
Madagascar. Return to the airport 
this morning for our specially 
chartered flight to Tulear. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and 
enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as 
we moor overnight.

Day 4 Tulear. This morning we 
will head to the Reniala Private 
Reserve, a small area of just 60 
hectares but containing a spiny 
forest which is unique to south 
eastern Madagascar. The park 
is home to 200 plant species 
including baobabs as well as being 
a haven for birders with sightings of 
paradise flycatchers, Madagascar 
hoopoe and Madagascar crested 
drongo. After lunch on board drive 
to the Antsokay Arboretum which is 
entirely devoted to the conservation 
of the plants from the south west of 
Madagascar and, after more than 30 
years of hard work, offers a densely 
kept selection of flora presenting a 
typical sub-arid thicket with baobab 
trees towering over the smaller 
plants. We will see the four hectare 
botanical garden which comprises 
over 900 species of plants of which 
90% are endemic to the region. 

Red-ruffed lemur

Coral, Nosy Hara 
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Landing by Zodiac

The Itinerary one of the most endangered in the 
world where the flora and fauna 
includes many endemic species. 
Here we find three species of 
baobab, many birds and reptiles 
including snakes, tortoises and 
lizards. Eight species of lemur reside 
here including the pale form marked 
lemur.

Day 7 At Sea. Our lecture 
programme resumes as we continue 
our journey around the Madagascan 
coast.

Day 8 Mahajanga. Mahajanga is a 
major port in northwest Madagascar 
situated on the Betsiboka River and 
is our base for a full day excursion 
to Ankarafantsika National Park. 
This deciduous forest is a haven for 
birds, lemurs and reptiles and on a 
choice of walks, we will explore with 
our guides. Eight species of lemur 
have been observed here including 
the famous Microcebus, the smallest 
primate in the world, and 44 species 
of reptile including chameleon, 
turtles and crocodiles live in Lake 
Ravelobe. Over 120 species of 
birds nest here and we will keep 
an eye out for the Madagascan 
fish eagle and banded kestrel. We 
will enjoy lunch in the park and in 
the afternoon there will be options 
to join further walks or watch for 
birdlife at the nearby lake before 
returning to the MS Serenissima.

Day 9 Nosy Tanikely. We arrive 
mid-morning at the Nosy Tanikely 
Island Marine Reserve, an 
uninhabited island which offers 
snorkelling opportunities and 

wonderful beaches. We will take 
the opportunity to either swim in 
the clear waters or snorkel over 
the corals keeping an eye out 
for reef fish, turtles and morays. 
Alternatively, our naturalists will lead 
guided walks on the island where 
we may see the resident lemurs, 
fruit bats and hermit crabs and 
can enjoy fantastic views from the 
lighthouse on the island’s highest 
point.

Day 10 Nosy Hara. As we continue 
our journey along the western 
coast of Madagascar we will find 
a number of strangely shaped 
limestone islets that dot the 
aquamarine-coloured sea. The 
expedition team will decide on the 
most suitable island for landing, 
such as Nosy Hara with its abundant 
birdlife and great places to swim off 
the beach. We will spend the day 
exploring the island on foot, walking 
through dense woodland and 
observing the unusual vegetation. 
Alternatively, join a Zodiac cruise 
around the islands and a chance to 
snorkel over the coral

Day 11 Diego Suarez. Overnight 
we will have sailed around the 
northern tip of Madagascar and 
first thing this morning we will enter 
dramatic Diego Suarez, a stunning 
natural harbour with a cosmopolitan 
mix of inhabitants including Creoles, 
Indians, Chinese, Comorans and 
Arabs. This morning choose from a 
city tour visiting the Commonwealth 
Cemetery and Place Joffre, or the 
Malagasy Rain Forest at the Mount 
Amber National Park. Dividing into 

Panther Chameleon
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Cabin Description Cat
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

Brochure Price Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£7895
£8195
£8495
£9095
£9595
£9995
£10295
£8995

£7695
£7995
£8295
£8895
£9395
£9795

£10095
£8795

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight 
accommodation in Johannesburg with breakfast & dinner • 13 nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
& soft drinks with lunch and dinner on board • Noble Caledonia 
expedition team • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port 
taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, Madagascan visa.

short and long walk parties we will 
go in search of lemurs, chameleons 
and endemic birds as we explore 
the rain forest. Return to the ship 
for lunch and an afternoon at sea.

Days 12 & 13 Masoala National 
Park & Nosy Mangabe. We will 
spend a day and a half exploring 
from our anchorage in Antongil 
Bay. We visit Madagascar’s largest 
protected area, the Masoala 
National Park which comprises 
coastal rainforest, flooded forests 
and marsh and mangroves. 
Mammal species encountered 
include the red-ruffed lemur, the 
red-fronted brown lemur and the 
ring-tailed mongoose. The park 
is also home to various species of 
brightly coloured Mantella frogs 
and all manner of extraordinary 
chameleons. Masoala is also 
a refuge of the endangered 
Madagascar red owl, Madagascar 
serpent eagle and many endemic 
bird species. We will run a series 
of walks for all levels during our 
time here and you will also have 
the option to swim off the beach or 
perhaps visit the local village. We 
will also explore Nosy Mangabe, a 
520 hectare island reserve. Here we 
find one of the most diverse areas 
of virgin rainforest in Madagascar 
which has also been an important 
research centre since the mid-
1960s when several aye-ayes and 
lemurs were released into the 
forest. We will use our Zodiacs 
to land on the beach next to the 
forest and a series of nature walks 
will be offered to look at the varied 
trees, plants and ferns and we also 

hope to spot chameleon, lizards 
and black and white ruffed lemur. 
For the birders, we will keep an eye 
out for the Madagascar buzzard, 
kingfisher and paradise flycatchers. 

Day 14 At Sea. Enjoy the day 
at sea to relax and reflect on our 
Madagascan adventure as we sail 
back to Reunion.

Day 15 Reunion Island. We arrive 
at breakfast in Reunion where we 
have a choice of excursions. On a 
full day tour we will visit the central 
highlands where spectacularly 
rugged peaks of dormant or 
extinct volcanoes cradle huge 
amphitheatres known as cirques, 
where mountains tower to over 
10,000 feet and beautiful waterfalls 
plummet hundreds of feet. The rich 
soil and mellow climate produce a 
lush and verdant landscape which 
is dotted with villages and towns 
with a uniquely French atmosphere. 
Fields of sugar cane and 
plantations of tropical fruits, vanilla 
and all manner of spices perfume 
the air. We will enjoy views from 
the Nez des Bouefs and see the 
Piton de la Fournaise crater. After 
enjoying a creole lunch in a local 
restaurant we will visit the ‘Cite 
du Volcan’ museum. Alternatively, 
enjoy a morning tour to a vanilla 
plantation in St Andre where we 
learn about the history and culture 
of this integral part of Reunion’s 
heritage. Continue to Salazie, a 
verdant landscape and home to 
many waterfalls including the ‘Voile 
de la Mariee’ before spending 
some free time in St Denis on the 

way back to the MS Serenissima. 
This afternoon is at leisure before  
we set sail this evening

Day 16 Mauritius to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled 
indirect flight to London.

Day 17 London. Arrive this 
morning.

Nosy Hara

VIDEO FOOTAGE
To find out more about our expedition cruises in Madagascar and what to 
expect, watch our video at www.noble-caledonia.co.uk. Guest Speaker, 
Daniel Austin, and Expedition Leader, Pam Le Noury, discuss the incredible 
flora and fauna, along with the unique experiences on offer during an 
expedition cruise around the island.

Broad-billed Roller 



Your Cabin/Suite
Accommodating no more than 95 passengers, there are eight different 
grades of cabins arranged over five decks, and all feature either 
windows or portholes. The cabins are attractively designed for comfort 
and convenience. All cabins are fully air conditioned with an en-suite 
bathroom with shower (please note cabins 601 - 605 and 507 have a 
bath with shower attachment) and a selection of toiletries in addition 
to a hairdryer, robes and slippers. All cabins come equipped with 
telephone, flat screen television, safety deposit box and other thoughtful 
appointments. Refillable water bottles are available in all cabins for use 
on board. Due to the very nature of the ship, the cabins vary in shape 
and size, adding to the vessel’s overall charm.

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant 
accommodates all guests in one sitting 
and, with its Deck 5 location, all of the 
tables benefit from great views. The 
picture windows also make the restaurant 
wonderfully light and airy. Breakfast is served 
buffet-style with cooked dishes available and 
eggs to order by the ship’s accomplished 
chef. Lunch is also served buffet-style 

The charming MS Serenissima began her career as the Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. 
Since 2003, when she was extensively renovated, she has been operating as a classic cruise ship. Previously 
known as the MS Andrea, she was upgraded again in 2013 and started her new life as the MS Serenissima.  
With her small size she can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships and  
appears an impressive sight when moored. With her fleet of Zodiacs, she is capable of both destination  
and expedition cruising. 

Venice Restaurant Andrea LoungeHarald Jarl Lounge

with hot and cold dishes available. Dinner is served à la carte and is four 
courses, except at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a six course affair. Where 
possible, local produce is sourced for an authentic dining experience. A 
choice of red or white wine, beer and soft drinks is included at lunch and 
dinner. In good weather there are al fresco dining facilities available and tea 
and coffee are available around the clock in the Andrea Lounge.

Your Space
The facilities on board include two lounges – the larger Andrea Lounge 
is comfortable and spacious and the smaller Harald Jarl Lounge is more 
intimate. There is also a small library and Wi-Fi is available at an extra 
cost throughout the vessel. The outside areas really are something 
special. A spacious observation deck allows 360 degree views of the 
passing scenery. From here, step down to the lido area with Jacuzzi 
and outside bar. The covered seating area at the back of Deck 6 is ideal 
for relaxing with a drink in hand. Perhaps, one of the best known and 
loved features of this vessel is its unique style. During the major refit in 
Sweden the then owners commissioned Swedish interior designers to 
create a country house style which has recently been updated with some 
Art Deco styling which works particularly well on a vessel of this vintage, 
providing intimacy and a classic nautical sensibility often lacking in 
larger vessels.

ms serenissima 
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All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
Cover image: Lemur.

MS SERENISSIMA DECK PLAN & CABINS

NB. Please note cabin sizes vary in each category and measurements shown are approximate.

During this voyage you 
will be visiting out of the 
way destinations and 
will be accompanied 
by an expedition team. 

Landings and excursions will be made 
by Zodiac landing craft. This cruise will 
appeal to the more adventurous and 
those who enjoy the natural world.
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