
Staying at the Hotel Royal Victoria
7th to 14th May 2023

A WEEK ON THE SHORES OF

LAKE COMO
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Villa Melzi and gardens

The Lakes of Lombardy and in particular Lake 
Como are very special. Italy has more than its fair 

share of beautiful places, but few would argue that the 
lakes that nestle in the foothills of the Italian Alps are 
one of its finest assets. The images stay with you 
forever. The early mist rising off the lake, church bells 
resonating off the water, flower-filled gardens reflected 
in the still, deep waters and numerous craft going about 
their business, crisscrossing the lake. Villages and 
towns of brightly painted yellow and pink houses rise 
from the shoreline up narrow, steep lanes to be lost in 
the hills and mountains that create such a dramatic 
backdrop.

During our week-long escorted tour, we will explore 
the region’s many wonders including Villa Balbianello, 
one of the loveliest villas and gardens on Lake Como 
with its exquisitely furnished interiors, the wonderful 
gardens of Bellagio which will be at their springtime 
best and the city of Lugano with its picturesque setting 
on the northern shores. 

We have devised the itinerary to ensure that, in 
addition to the guided excursions, there is ample time 
to explore independently by local boat as well as to 
relax and enjoy the charming town of Varenna. Such 
an idyllic setting deserves an equally lovely place to 
stay and whilst there is no shortage of hotels in the 
area, we have selected the Hotel Royal Victoria due to 
its marvellous lakeside setting.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Lake Como, Italy. Fly by scheduled flight to Milan and 
transfer to the four-star Hotel Royal Victoria in Varenna on the shores of Lake 
Como. After some free time to settle in we meet for dinner this evening. (D)

Day 2 Villa del Balbianello & Villa Carlotta. Depart this morning by boat to 
Villa del Balbianello which was commissioned by Cardinal Durini in the late 
18th century and has hosted writers, scholars and travellers ever since with 
the last owner being the explorer Count Guido Monzini. See the interior and 
gardens of this lovely lakeside villa which offers wonderful lake panoramas 
from the “Loggia Dorini”. After lunch we continue to Villa Carlotta, built in 
1747 with a superb garden laid out in 1850 by Princess Carlotta. The setting is 
idyllic and the gardens are full of contrast, particularly in the spring when the 
azaleas and rhododendrons bloom. Return to the hotel this afternoon and 
enjoy an evening at leisure. (B, L)

Menaggio
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PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

Gardens of Villa Carlotta

Colourful streets of Bellagio

Lugano

Day 3 Lugano & Villa Cicogna Mozzoni. After breakfast we take 
the local ferry across to Menaggio from where we drive to the city of 
Lugano, situated on the shores of Lake Lugano and surrounded by 
mountains. Explore the traffic-free historic town centre seeing the 
numerous buildings in Italianate Lombardy style, the Mediterranean-
style squares and arcades, and numerous parks with subtropical plants 
such as the Parco Civico on the shores of the lake. After lunch we 
continue to Villa Cicogna Mozzoni, a 16th century villa surrounded by 
exquisite gardens. Divided into seven levels the garden is in harmony 
with the villa. The Italianate style is present in the four terraced gardens 
surrounding the villa, with ponds, water features, fountains and caves 
whilst on the hill behind the house is a romantic English style park. After 
our visit we will enjoy an aperitif before returning to the hotel. (B, L)

Day 4 Villa Melzi & Bellagio. This morning our launch will take us 
across Lake Como to Bellagio where colourful gardens line the shore. 
Enjoy a visit to the Villa Melzi, a fine Neo-classical villa built in the 
early 19th century, where we see the splendid gardens which contain 
a Moorish temple, Japanese garden and water garden at the edge 
of the lake. There will be some free time to spend in Bellagio before 
returning to the hotel by boat. Enjoy a leisurely afternoon to explore 
independently before we meet for dinner this evening. (B, D)

Day 5 Como & the Silk Museum. Drive this morning to the city of 
Como where a walking tour includes the Piazza Cavour, Piazza Volta 
and Piazza del Duomo, all surrounded by ancient city walls. After lunch 
we visit the Silk Museum which showcases the central role Como, once 
known as the “City of Silk”, had in the industry. We will learn about the 
different stages of silk processing, from the silkworm to the finishing of 
the fabric, as well as seeing machines and tools dating from the end of 
the 19th century to the early 20th century. (B, L) 

Day 6 Domaso. Enjoy a relaxing morning at leisure. This afternoon 
we will make our way to Domaso on the northern shores of Lake 
Como. Set in the crossroads of valleys that often experience rain the 
area benefits from the “Breva”, a thermal wind which dries the air and 
enables the grapes to be healthy and of high quality. We will visit one 
of the vineyards that rise on the banks of the Lake, learn about the 
process and enjoy a tasting of the wines with some regional delicacies. 
(B)

 CATEGORY  

 Deluxe Lake View Double   £3795
 Classic Square View Room for sole occupancy £4295 
 Deluxe Lake View Room for sole occupancy £4995 

  PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Seven nights 
accommodation at Hotel Royal Victoria on Lake Como • Meals as indicated 
(B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner) • Drinks with included lunches & dinners 
• Excursions as described • Noble Caledonia Tour Manager • Gratuities  
• Transfers.  

 Not Included: Travel insurance.
 Group Size: We are restricting the group size to no more than 30 participants.

Day 7 Day at Leisure. Spend the day at leisure to relax in the hotel or 
explore independently. You may use the ferries on the lake to explore the 
area or take a stroll from the hotel around the town of Varenna. Tonight we 
will meet for our farewell dinner. (B, D)

Day 8 Lake Como to London. Check out this morning and transfer to Milan 
for our scheduled flight to London. (B)

Domaso



The Hotel Royal Victoria is located in the charming Medieval village of 
Varenna and has an enviable position overlooking Lake Como. With 

its history dating back to the early 19th century, the hotel combines the 
traditional with modern amenities such as an outdoor swimming pool and 
air-conditioned rooms. 

All of the 39 warmly decorated en-suite rooms come equipped with 
satellite television, minibar, hairdryer and safe and offer views either over 
the lake or the historic San Giorgio Square. 

Complimentary Wi-Fi is accessible in all areas of the hotel, including the 
eye-catching garden area. The hotel has two restaurants, the Victoria 
Grill specialises in traditional Italian food, while the Gourmet Restaurant 
benefits from wonderful views of the lake. Meanwhile the Spa Suite 
provides a relaxation area with a sauna and steam bath which can be 
booked for an additional fee.

HOTEL ROYAL VICTORIA

Deluxe Lake View PoolVictoria Grill Restaurant
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Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
Cover image: Varenna, Lake Como.
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