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The Baltic offers a real cornucopia of delights, 
especially in the summer when after a long winter 

the region responds to the sun unlike anywhere else and 
there is a calm and order which makes exploration so 
enjoyable. Join us aboard the charming MS Serenissima 
in the company of just 95 fellow travellers and witness 
the spectacle of colour that the sun brings to the northern 
world. Whether your interest lies in the region’s Viking 
and Medieval history or the more recent events of the 
breakaway Baltic States, it is an endlessly intriguing 
region which will be brought to life by our Guest Speaker 
and informative local guides.

Our trip is certainly one of the most comprehensive, 
visiting as it does Finland, Russia, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Denmark, Germany and The 
Netherlands before ending in the UK. We will spend 
time in the charming Scandinavian port of Kotka before 
arriving in St Petersburg, surely the most endlessly 
fascinating of all Baltic ports. Our three full days here 
will be spent exploring Peter the Great’s magnificent city 
as well as venturing out to some of the fabulous country 
estates on the Baltic shores. We will also visit some 
relatively new states with their charming Medieval old 
towns, especially striking are those of Tallinn and Riga 
where the old and new flourish like never before.

With over twenty five years of operating cruises in  
the Baltic, we believe we have the perfectly balanced 
itinerary combining visits to the “must see” sights with 
some of the more remote ports and islands such as 
Saaremaa in Estonia and the tranquil Danish island of 
Bornholm, places only accessible by a small ship like  
the MS Serenissima.

Guest Speaker – Professor Jeremy Black
Professor Jeremy Black MA, PhD, MBE, is one of the 
world’s leading military historians with specialties in 
world military history, the history of tourism, and both 
the eighteenth and twentieth century. Educated at 
Cambridge and Oxford, he previously taught at Durham 
University and is currently Professor of History at the 
University of Exeter. He is an expert on the history 

of Europe. Jeremy has published extensively on the military history of 
Europe from 1450 to the present, including the Habsburg-Ottoman wars 
fought in this region, and on European political history from 1550 to the 
present. He is also an expert on how the impression of the past is created. 
In 2000 Jeremy received an MBE for services to stamp design.
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The Itinerary

Helsinki

SaaremaaPeterhof Palace, St. Petersburg

Day 1 London to Helsinki, 
Finland. Fly by scheduled flight. 
Arrive this afternoon and transfer to 
the MS Serenissima. Enjoy welcome 
drinks and dinner as we sail tonight.

Day 2 Kotka. Built on the site 
where the River Kymijoki meets 
the Baltic Sea, picturesque Kotka 
has a long seafaring tradition. 
This morning we will explore the 
history of the region and visit 
the Langinkoski Imperial Fishing 
Lodge which was built in 1889 for 
Alexander III, the future Emperor 
of Russia who used it as a summer 
home. It is now a living museum 
situated in a stunning nature 
reserve on the river. Continue to 
the Maritime Centre Vellamo where 
local guides will enlighten us about 
the maritime and cultural heritage 
of the region. The afternoon is free 
to explore the old city from our 
central berth.

Days 3 to 5 St Petersburg, Russia. 
We have the luxury of three days 
to explore this most endlessly 
captivating of Russian cities. 
Founded in 1703 by Peter the 
Great, St Petersburg is a fascinating 
mix of classic and Baroque 
architecture on a network of canals. 
We will be including a number of 
tours during our time here with 
visits to the Peter and Paul Fortress, 
the wonderful Peterhof Palace and 

gardens, the fascinating Hermitage 
Museum, Catherine’s Palace at 
Pushkin and a canal cruise through 
the city on offer. In your free time 
you may wish to join the optional 
excursion to Yusupov’s Palace, 
the famed scene of Rasputin’s 
murder, or attend a folklore show. 
For anyone wishing to visit the 
ballet one evening, we will be 
able to assist with bookings once 
the schedules for the theatres are 
released and hope to send details 
of this 12 weeks prior to departure.

Day 6 Tallinn, Estonia. After a  
busy few days we have a morning 
at sea before we spend the 
afternoon in the historic maritime 
city of Tallinn with her awe-inspiring 
city walls and fortifications, narrow 
Medieval streets and the gateways 
which remain remarkably well 
preserved. In the Upper Town we 
will enjoy the views from Dome 
Hill with the extraordinary vista of 
domes, spires and gables and see 
Toompea Castle, once a fortress, 
and now the seat of the Estonian 
parliament. Walking to the Lower 
Old Town we will visit the main 
square where we will find the 
oldest pharmacy in Europe, the 
Gothic Cathedral and the 15th 
century Town Hall.

Day 7 Saaremaa. Spend the 
morning on Estonia’s largest island 
which offers a glimpse of a bygone 
age. Untouched by industry, it 

is a green and very pleasant land 
dotted with attractive villages in a 
rolling forested landscape. During 
a morning drive we will visit the 
lovely capital Kuressaare with its 
magnificent Medieval castle and 
stroll through the streets of the 
enchanting old town. Continue 
inland on a journey that will take you 
back in time through a countryside 
of stone walls, thatched roofs, 
traditional villages and windmills. 
Return to the ship for lunch and 
maybe join a lecture in the lounge  
as we spend an afternoon cruising.

Day 8 Riga, Latvia. This morning 
we will explore Latvia’s capital by 
foot. Founded in the 13th century it 
became one of the most successful 
trading cities of the Baltic. Explore 
the Old Town with its Medieval 
streets lined with Hanseatic 
warehouses and punctuated with 
Gothic and Baroque churches 
including St Peter Cathedral, the 
largest Medieval church in the 
Baltic. Return to the ship for lunch 
and spend an afternoon exploring 
independently, maybe see the 
Art Nouveau district, visit one of 
the many local museums or the 
impressive central market housed  
in an old Zeppelin hangar.

Day 9 Klaipeda, Lithuania. 
Founded in 1252 by the Teutonic 
Knights of East Prussia, Klaipeda 
was annexed by Hitler in 1939 and 
almost destroyed towards the end 

of World War II. Arriving over lunch 
we have a choice of touring options 
this afternoon. You may wish to head 
into the countryside where we will 
experience village life and visit the 
Memorial Museum dedicated to 
Lithuanians sent to Siberia or who 
fought against the Soviets during the 
Cold War years. Alternatively take the 
scenic drive to the Zemaitija National 
Park, home to Lake Plateliai and 
surrounded by dense forest. It was 
in these forests that, during the Cold 
War, the Soviets hid their first nuclear 
missile base directed at all the major 
European cities. Our tour will visit 
the Cold War Museum located in 
the former Soviet Missile Base. We 
will visit the bunkers, see the control 
centre and learn more about the 
weapons held at the site and their 
evolution. 

Days 10 & 11 Gdansk, Poland. We 
will spend a day and a half in this 
charming city. Gdansk’s 1000 years 
of history have left a collection of 
buildings and monuments designed 
in Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque 
styles. Upon arrival we will leave 
the city and enjoy a full day tour to 
Malbork Castle and a journey on 
the Elblag Canal. The 13th century 
Malbork Castle belonged to the 
Teutonic Order and at the time was 
the largest castle in the world. Over 
the years it has been used as a royal 
residence as well as a fortress and 
was renovated after being damaged 
during World War II. The 80 kilometre 
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Elblag Canal is a wonder of 
engineering designed in 1860 to 
connect East Prussia with the Baltic 
Sea. The challenges of the 100 
metre difference in water levels 
between Bruzno Lake and Piniewo 
Lake was solved by a series of 
slipways, locks and dams with boats 
being carried across dry land on 
rail mounted trolleys. We will take 
a boat trip along the canal before 
returning to the ship in Gdansk. 
The following morning enjoy a city 
tour where we will walk along the 
cobbled streets of the Royal Way 
in the old quarter and view the 
elaborate architecture, including 
the 15th century merchant’s palace 
of Artus Court. Also see the pride 
of Gdansk, Gothic St Mary’s, which 
is the world’s largest brick church, 
accommodating some 25,000 
worshippers. 

Day 12 Bornholm Island, 
Denmark. We will spend today on 
the peaceful and scenic island of 
Bornholm with its mixture of wheat 
fields, forests and attractive coast 
dotted with fishing villages. On a 
morning excursion we will drive 
to the north of the island to see 
the famous 12th century Osterlars 
Round Church and the imposing 
ruins of Hammershus Castle before 
we visit the town of Gudhjem 
where we can sample the local 
speciality of smoked herring. At 
the end of our tour you can either 
return to the ship or spend some 

time exploring the town of Ronne at 
your own pace.

Day 13 Wismar, Germany. The 
Medieval town of Wismar was 
a major trading centre of the 
Hanseatic League in the 14th and 
15th centuries before coming under 
Swedish rule in the 17th century for 
approximately 200 years. Today the 
small, photogenic city is a lovely 
place to explore the cobbled streets 
and picturesque old harbour. It 
is also our base for a visit to one 
of Germany’s most decorative 
castles in Schwerin, the capital 
of Mecklenburg. After a relaxing 
lake cruise we will visit the grand 
residence of the former Dukes of 
Mecklenburg gaining an insight 
into the ancestors and royalty of 
Mecklenburg Western Pomerania. 
While here, enjoy viewing the lovely 
painted oil canvasses and admire 
intricate wooden carvings and inlays 
in this fairy-tale castle museum. We 
return to the ship for lunch followed 
by an afternoon at leisure in Wismar.

Day 14 Kiel Canal Transit. In the 
very early hours we begin our transit 
of the historic 61 mile long Kiel 
Canal and sail from the Baltic into 
the North Sea. Kaiser Wilhelm I set 
the first foundation stone in place 
on June 3, 1887 in Brunsbuttel, and 
the final stone was laid by Kaiser 
Wilhelm II on June 21, 1895, in 
Holtenau. Today, the Kiel Canal 
is one of the busiest man-made 

waterways in the world. Depart the 
canal mid morning and spend the 
remainder of the day cruising.

Day 15 The Hague, Netherlands. 
This morning we will call into the 
port of Scheveningen and visit 
The Hague, the Netherlands’ third 
largest city. A stately, regal place 
it is filled with mansions, green 
boulevards and parks and some 
of the most stunning palaces and 
museums. On our tour this morning 
we pass the Peace Palace and 
explore the historical Binnenhof 

on foot. Also visit the delightful 
Mauritshuis Museum, the unique 
17th century palace that houses 
“The Girl with the Pearl Earring”  
and “The Goldfinch” as well as 
many other world famous paintings 
by the Dutch Masters. Return to the 
MS Serenissima for lunch and spend 
a relaxing afternoon at sea. 

Day 16 Portsmouth, England. 
Arrive this morning. Transfers will 
be provided to London Heathrow 
Airport and Portsmouth Train Station 
at a fixed time.

Cabin Description Cat
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

Brochure Price Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£6695
£6895
£7295
£7795
£8495
£9495
£9695
£8095

£6495
£6695
£7095
£7595
£8295
£9295
£9495
£7895

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel to Helsinki  
• 15 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House 
wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner on board • Noble 
Caledonia onboard team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions 
• Gratuities • Group visa for Russia • Transfers • Airport taxes • Port 
taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Wismar

Riga



Your Cabin/Suite
Accommodating no more than 95 passengers, there are eight different 
grades of cabins arranged over five decks, and all feature either 
windows or portholes. The cabins are attractively designed for comfort 
and convenience. All cabins are fully air conditioned with an en-suite 
bathroom with shower (please note cabins 601 - 605 and 507 have a 
bath with shower attachment) and a selection of toiletries in addition 
to a hairdryer, robes and slippers. All cabins come equipped with 
telephone, flat screen television, safety deposit box and other thoughtful 
appointments. Refillable water bottles are available in all cabins for use 
on board. Due to the very nature of the ship, the cabins vary in shape 
and size, adding to the vessel’s overall charm.

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant 
accommodates all guests in one sitting 
and, with its Deck 5 location, all of the 
tables benefit from great views. The 
picture windows also make the restaurant 
wonderfully light and airy. Breakfast is 
served buffet-style with cooked dishes 
available and eggs to order by the ship’s 
accomplished chef. Lunch is also served 

The charming MS Serenissima began her career as the Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. 
Since 2003, when she was extensively renovated, she has been operating as a classic cruise ship. Previously 
known as the MS Andrea, she was upgraded again in 2013 and started her new life as the MS Serenissima.  
With her small size she can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships and  
appears an impressive sight when moored. With her fleet of Zodiacs, she is capable of both destination  
and expedition cruising. 

Venice Restaurant Andrea LoungeHarald Jarl Lounge

buffet-style with hot and cold dishes available. Dinner is served à la carte 
and is four courses, except at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a six course 
affair. Where possible, local produce is sourced for an authentic dining 
experience. A choice of red or white wine, beer and soft drinks is included 
at lunch and dinner. In good weather there are al fresco dining facilities 
available and tea and coffee are available around the clock in the Andrea 
Lounge.

Your Space
The facilities on board include two lounges – the larger Andrea Lounge 
is comfortable and spacious and the smaller Harald Jarl Lounge is more 
intimate. There is also a small library and Wi-Fi is available at an extra 
cost throughout the vessel. The outside areas really are something 
special. A spacious observation deck allows 360 degree views of the 
passing scenery. From here, step down to the lido area with Jacuzzi and 
outside bar. The covered seating area at the back of Deck 6 is ideal for 
relaxing with a drink in hand. Perhaps, one of the best known and loved 
features of this vessel is its unique style. During the major refit in Sweden 
the then owners commissioned Swedish interior designers to create a 
country house style which has recently been updated with some Art Deco 
styling which works particularly well on a vessel of this vintage, providing 
intimacy and a classic nautical sensibility often lacking in larger vessels.

ms serenissima 
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2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
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All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
Cover image: Catherine’s Palace.

MS SERENISSIMA DECK PLAN & CABINS

NB. Please note cabin sizes vary in each category and measurements shown are approximate.




