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Dear Traveller
We are delighted to present this comprehensive brochure detailing the voyages and expeditions which our three, allsuite Sky vessels, the MS Island Sky, MS Hebridean Sky and MS Caledonian Sky will be undertaking in 2019 and 2020. Our
experienced London based staff have created a captivating and varied array of journeys, many incorporating little known
places where only small ships can venture.
All three Sky vessels have built up a remarkable following over the years which none of us in the company take for granted
and each year we strive to make the experience on board even better. We are therefore delighted to announce that from
March 2019, we will be offering complimentary Wi-Fi access on board all three vessels. In addition, both the MS Island Sky
and MS Caledonian Sky have undergone significant refurbishments in recent months and we are all very pleased with
the outcome.
Equally as important as the facilities are the staff on board, whether they are the vessel’s crew or our own onboard teams
who work together to ensure a well-run ship with a warm atmosphere. Our reputation has been built on providing the very
best in all areas and our crew not only offer an excellent service, they are also noted for their kindness and attention to
detail. In addition, the Noble Caledonia onboard team who are in control of the day to day programme and shore visits
do their utmost to make every day special and their knowledge and enthusiasm make every trip a unique event.
The collection of journeys featured in this brochure is perhaps one of our most diverse including ports of call on each
continent and many island groups ranging from the far flung beauty of the islands of Melanesia and the South Pacific to
the exquisite Seychelles Islands. Closer to home we have voyages around the Azores, the Hebrides or the Channel Islands
combined with the Isles of Scilly. For wildlife enthusiasts our expeditions in the Russian Far East, around Madagascar or
to Antarctica, South Georgia and the Falkland Islands will surely appeal. There are some more cultural based voyages
including an exploration of Japan and her outlying islands and cruises around the Baltic. You will also find details of
expeditions in Patagonia, a voyage from Peru to Colombia including a transit of the Panama Canal and explorations of
Australia including the Kimberley and Tasmania and comprehensive cruises around New Zealand.
Our ultimate aim when planning the schedules for the Skys is to create travel experiences that are enriching, memorable
and highly enjoyable and we believe within the pages of this brochure we have achieved that. We are immensely proud
of our three fine vessels and together with our experienced onboard teams and excellent crew look forward to welcoming
you on board.

Tim Cochrane
Managing Director

NOBLE CALEDONIA CHARITABLE TRUST
During our worldwide explorations over the years, we have come across many situations where help is desperately
needed, be it following a natural disaster, civil unrest, abject poverty or to save an endangered species. To this end we
established the Noble Caledonia Charitable Trust in 2013 (NCCT). It is our vision to use the Noble Caledonia framework
to improve economic, social and environmental conditions in the areas we work and visit. Our onboard teams are
uniquely positioned to identify projects and lead fundraising initiatives, whilst many of our guests genuinely care about
the people and places we visit and want to make a difference. 100% of all donations go directly to the beneficiaries as
Noble Caledonia Ltd covers all the administration costs and donates a percentage of profits annually. Details of our
projects can be found on our website www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
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Bora Bora

small ships – big experiences
There was a time, not so long ago when all cruises were much the same. However, the last twenty years or so have
witnessed an immense and quick evolution and today we are all spoilt for choice. Ships of all different sizes and
styles make the selection of a cruise a somewhat hit and miss affair, and whilst some companies attempt to please
everybody, we prefer to place our future in the realm of small ships.
For those contemplating a cruise, there is the choice of travelling on one of the vast new 4000 plus passenger
vessels which offer every conceivable facility and diversion or you can opt for a journey aboard one of our small
ships which offer good food and knowledgeable staff who make your cruise not only a holiday, but an educational
voyage of discovery. Unlike most passenger cruise ships, our vessels are constantly on the move from region to
region and continent to continent, small ships with big hearts which travel to every corner of the world, no matter
how remote or seemingly inaccessible. In many ways the virtues of small ship cruising are best expressed by
detailing what you will not find on board. For instance, there will be no organised entertainment and no black tie
events. What there will be is a warm and peaceful atmosphere in which you can learn more about the wonders of
nature, culture and ancient civilisations in the company of like-minded people in comfortable surroundings and with
a high level of service.
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Our Fleet – Three of the Finest Small Ships in the World

Noble Caledonia is very fortunate to have three of the finest small ships in the world, the MS Island Sky,
MS Caledonian Sky and MS Hebridean Sky. These ex-Renaissance Cruises sister vessels accommodate just 114 to 118
guests and are not only three of the most comfortable and well equipped small ships, but also three of the friendliest and most
efficiently run. Our crews of just over 70, many of whom have been with us for many years, are dedicated to offering the best
possible experience. It is this gentle, kind and efficient atmosphere on board that makes our vessels so popular.

Our All Inclusive Policy
On board the MS Island Sky, MS Caledonian Sky and the MS Hebridean Sky, you do not need to worry about tipping staff as we have included this
in your holiday price. In addition we tip all our guides and drivers along the way, thereby taking away the hassle of always having to remember to have
some small change with you. We also include shore excursions and drinks with meals on board and from March 2019 will also include complimentary
Wi-Fi on all three vessels.

Small Ship Cruising
In all the development in the cruising industry over the past few decades
the priority that has changed most is the itinerary. This used to be the
most significant element and deciding factor for many. However, the
advent of the big ship has led to the downgrading of this important part
of the cruise, mainly because large ships can only dock in large ports with
all the supporting infrastructure necessary to service the vessel, and the
onshore requirements of the passengers. We have over twenty five years of
experience in designing trips to the hidden corners of the remotest places
and yet, every year we discover something new and although we set sail
with a set itinerary it is sometimes the unscheduled events that become the
highlight of the journey.
For us, the itinerary is still paramount and our experienced team of
planners continue to seek out new ports and arrange interesting and varied
excursions with our local agents. With our three small ships we can still
discover remote ports which are not easily accessible by any other means.

Our Sky vessels have the freedom of the seas and can come alongside in
small docks or drop anchor in any suitable spot. After all, you do not go on
holiday to be part of the all engulfing masses which descend on a town when
a number of large ships dock at the same time. Arriving at a port for the first
time should be an invigorating experience and can certainly be so when the
right place is chosen and your arrival is on a small ship.
With a maximum of only 118 passengers on board our Sky vessels, there is no
queuing to disembark for an excursion and when required there will only be
three coaches waiting on the quayside to transport you to the day’s attraction
as opposed to a whole fleet waiting for the passengers travelling on the big
ships. Our destination style cruises are carefully researched and organised to
enable you to explore fascinating sights in the company of local guides. On
board you will be in the company of a knowledgeable Guest Speaker who will
enhance your experience by delving further into the history and cultures of
the destinations visited.
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Expedition Cruising
& Zodiacs
Since time began man has felt compelled to step beyond the familiar realm
and seek a new destiny. Out of this desire to explore and seek understanding,
which still remains an integral part of our spirit today, came the advent of
expedition cruising. Extraordinary travel requires vessels like our Sky ships
which have the ability to adapt to their surroundings, land on remote atolls,
follow in the wake of whales and dolphins and provide a comfortable base.
A large number of the voyages undertaken by the MS Island Sky,
MS Caledonian Sky and MS Hebridean Sky are expeditionary in nature and
therefore in place of the customary Cruise Director and accompanying staff,
you will be joined by an expedition team. These hand-picked experts are
naturalists, historians and ecologists who will share their knowledge and
enthusiasm during forays ashore and whilst on board. They will supervise the
daily programme and hold talks and briefings throughout the cruise. The
expedition teams have one aim, to make your trip as enjoyable, relaxing and
informative as possible.
Expedition cruising is about getting off the beaten track, out of the way of
other ships, of other visitors; it is about leaving the infrastructures of civilisation
behind. We may not be far from civilisation, but we will often be out of
sight of it. Each of our three ships carries a fleet of onboard Zodiacs which
are invaluable for our expeditions. These inflatable craft offer marvellous
manoeuvrability allowing us access to otherwise impossible landing places.
With these we can explore inlets, fjords, bird sanctuaries, land in otherwise
inaccessible places and be footloose in a way that would be totally impractical
for larger groups of passengers. Zodiacs are safe, reliable and convenient
boats that allow us to go from ship to shore, whether we land on a beach, on
rocks, or on a concrete jetty. Zodiacs can negotiate shallows, river estuaries,
coral reefs and ice floes and in many places which we visit during expedition
cruises, they are the only way to go ashore. They also enable the expedition
team to offer Zodiac cruises during the voyage: near a seabird colony, next
to a cliff or along a glacier front. On occasion, Zodiacs will also be used as
platforms from where swimming and snorkelling can be conducted.
Throughout this brochure, you will find some cruises feature an expedition
cruising logo indicating that Zodiacs will be integral to the operation of the
itinerary. If you have any concerns or queries pertaining to expedition cruising
and what it entails, please do not hesitate to contact one of our experienced
travel consultants.
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Our ships are big enough to sail the seven seas,
but small enough to make port, or drop anchor, in
hideaway places, off the beaten track, avoiding the
regular, crowded tourist stops whenever possible.

Photo by Sue Forbes©

+44 (0)20 7752 0000
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Your Life On Board
If large resort-style vessels accommodating many thousands of passengers
are your ideal, then our ships are not for you as you will not find endless
entertainment, round the clock buffets and the people management which is
so much a part of today’s big ship on board style. However, if like us you prefer
a more peaceful life at sea you will find our flagships the perfect vessels.
When choosing your next voyage the choice of vessels is astounding. You can
select a ship carrying in excess of 4000 passengers with impersonal service or
join us aboard the MS Caledonian Sky, MS Island Sky or MS Hebridean Sky
where peace, high quality service and attention to detail are the order of the
day. We promise there will be no fancy dress, deck games or any of the usual
big ship experiences. Instead, the atmosphere is warm and convivial and more
akin to a private yacht or country hotel in which you can learn more about
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the wonders of nature, culture and ancient civilisations in the company of
like-minded people. A little music in the lounge or bar after dinner, Guest
Speakers and informative port briefings from our Expedition Leader or
Cruise Director and of course good food with wine included at lunch and
dinner, all contribute to make any voyage aboard these wonderful vessels a
memorable and joyful experience. After a day ashore you will return to the
comfort and peace of an exceedingly comfortable ship.
The daily programme on board is in the capable hands of our Cruise
Director or Expedition Leader and staff who coordinate with the Captain and
Officers to make the most of each day. Briefings and talks will be provided
throughout the voyage together with a ‘Daily Programme’ that is distributed
every evening to your suite outlining the next day’s activities.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

A unique feature of all three of our vessels is the carefully curated art work
which you will find on board. Throughout each vessel you will notice a
diverse selection of art including some specially commissioned pieces,
some wonderful prints from the expeditions of Captain Robert Falcon Scott
and Sir Ernest Shackleton which we were able to secure with the assistance
of the Scott Polar Institute and finally there are also some superb Indian
Wall Hangings. You will also find photographs and drawings by members
of our expedition team on each vessel. The artwork on board the vessels is
updated based on the schedule of each ship.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

For your Comfort, Security & Safety
Our vessels are equipped with the latest safety, navigation and
communications equipment along with roll stabilizers to minimise the ship’s
motion. During your voyage we hope to offer the opportunity to visit the
Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the vessels progress by charts
and learn more about your journey. There is also a dedicated channel on your
television in your suite showing the routing of the vessel along with technical
information and estimated times of arrival and departure from port. On board
you will find a clinic and Doctor and a lift that serves all decks. Smoking on
board is restricted to a specific area on deck.
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Your Dining On Board
It is quite a task to create a dining experience as that found on board our
Sky vessels when you are cruising in far-flung corners of the globe, indeed it
takes a team of highly talented chefs to deliver fresh, varied dishes no matter
where you are at sea. Fortunately, our catering teams are well adapted to the
world of small ship cruising where no two days are the same and the menus
are often scheduled and tailored around the days’ excursions. With only one
sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the cuisine on board is
of a consistent superior quality that befits such vessels. Where possible and
when it meets their high standards, our accomplished chefs will obtain local
produce in markets. Such purchases enhance the well-stocked larders and
enable the chefs on board to exhibit their culinary skills and bring a local touch
to the varied menus, emphasising the international expertise of the chefs on
board. Afternoon tea and pre-dinner canapés take place every day in either
the comfort of the Lounge or out on the Lido Deck when the weather is
favourable. Tea and coffee are also available 24 hours a day. Special diets can
be catered for with sufficient notice.
In keeping with the informal atmosphere on board, when dining you are able
to choose your seating arrangements at your leisure. Whether that be joining a
table of four to six other passengers outside on the Lido Deck in the evening’s
sunshine or whether you prefer to enjoy meals in the à la carte restaurant. For
those travelling alone, our onboard friendly restaurant staff will take care to
ensure you are seated with other like-minded travellers. In the main elegant
dining room, breakfast is served buffet-style, with certain items cooked to
order on request. Lunch and dinner are à la carte with an excellent choice of
dishes, with the menu reflecting the daily catch or local delicacies. To enhance
your dining experience even further a selection of wines are included with
both meals and there is also a comprehensive wine list with a wide selection of
new and old world wines from which to choose.
The onboard catering and restaurant staff are experienced at sea and enthuse
a passion for superb service. Whether it be ensuring you have an outdoor
blanket as you enjoy the crisp sea breeze on the Lido Deck or sharing
their knowledge of the characteristics of the days’ wine selections, you will
experience a service on board like no other. You may also enjoy sumptuous
barbeques on deck whilst at times, the chef will make your dish to order at
special pasta or stir fry stations.
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Captain’s Welcome Dinner
Appetisers & Salads
Smoked Halibut Carpaccio with Tropical Fruit Salsa
& Lemon Olive Oil Dressing
Oven Baked Fresh Figs with Stilton Wrapped in Parma Ham
with Wild Rocket & Balsamic Reduction
“Caesar Salad”
Crisp Romaine Lettuce with Croutons, Anchovies,
Parmesan Cheese and Caesar Dressing
Soup
“Crème Ninon” (V)
Green Pea Soup topped with Champagne and Chantilly Cream
Tomato Consommé with Tomato Concasse
Sorbet
Citrus Sorbet on Pink Grapefruit Granite
Main Dishes
Poached Paupiette of Local Lemon Sole filled with Salmon Mousseline
served with White Wine Sauce, Fennel Puree Pommes Duchess
& Fresh Spinach
Slow Roasted Chateaubriand of Aberdeen Angus Tenderloin of Beef
with a Foie Gras & Truffle Sauce served with Grilled Fresh Asparagus Spears
wrapped in Bacon & Fondant Potato
Goat Cheese, Spinach & Wild Mushroom Open Lasagna (V)
with Gruyere Cheese Sauce & Parmesan Crisp
Desserts
Grand Marnier Souffle with Almond Custard
Fresh Strawberry Bavaroise with Blueberry Compote (G/F)
Selection of British & International Cheeses
with Condiments & Crackers

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

+44 (0)20 7752 0000
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MS ISLAND SKY
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Explorer Deck – Owner’s Balcony Suites
The Owner’s Balcony Suites located on the Explorer Deck
measure 22 square metres and feature a large private
balcony measuring 8 square metres with table, chairs and
sun loungers. Please note that the configuration of suite
600 varies slightly. Please refer to website for details.

Explorer Deck – Island Suite
The spacious Island Suite located on the Explorer Deck measures
approximately 32 square metres and boasts an extra large balcony with
table, chairs and sun lounger.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000
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The Club

Your Space – MS Island Sky
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms on board the MS Island Sky
include a large lounge on the Columbus Deck featuring a selection of seating
options from individual armchairs and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily
briefings and talks given by the Noble Caledonia onboard team take place in
the lounge which is fitted with the highest standard of presentation equipment
including multiple screens. For your convenience, it is also possible to follow the
onboard lectures from the comfort of your suite.
In addition to the Main Lounge on the Columbus Deck, there is also The Club,
located on the Marco Polo Deck which features the main bar where the
onboard pianist plays periodically throughout the day. The Club also features a
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24-hour tea and coffee station. Towards the aft of the ship on the Marco Polo
Deck is the Library. Well stocked with reference books pertaining to the
destinations the vessel is visiting and a selection of essential reads, you will not
find yourself short of excellent literature on board. A collection of games and
devices to access the internet via the ship’s satellite can also be found in the
Library. Access to the ship’s satellite Wi-Fi via your own device is complimentary
on board (signal strength varies depending on location and demand).
Newspapers are also placed in the library depending on local availability.
The Dining Room which can seat all guests at one sitting is located on the
Magellan Deck and outside there is a rear Lido Deck located on the Erikson

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Alfresco dining on the Lido Deck

The Lounge

The Library

Deck, complete with deck tables and chairs where meals are served in warm
weather under shade. Whilst heaters and blankets make dining al fresco
comfortable in cooler climates. Further to this on the top Explorer Deck the
observation area complete with sun loungers is ideal for sun bathing, relaxing
with a book or spotting wildlife. The walk around promenade on the Marco
Polo Deck provides a unique circular view of the passing seascapes. There is
also a small hairdressers on board offering a selection of beauty treatments.
For your comfort, there is a clinic with Doctor on board and a lift which serves
all decks. As is the joy of small ship cruising, we hope to offer the opportunity
to visit the Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the progress of the
vessel (subject to weather or security conditions).

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

A voyage aboard the MS Island Sky is as far
removed from the traditional concept of big
ship cruising as it’s possible to get. Imagine a
sleek little ship, more akin to a yacht, with a
cosy bar where the bartender knows how many
slices of lime you prefer in your G&T.
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Owner’s Balcony Suite

Island Suite

16

Corner Suite

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Your Suite
MS Island Sky
On board there are 59
exceptionally spacious
and well-designed suites.
All feature a seating area
and some have private
balconies, whilst those
on the Marco Polo Deck
feature tinted, sliding
glass doors allowing
greatly enhanced viewing opportunities from your suite
and quick access to the deck when a pod of whales or
dolphins is spotted. The feeling of luxury is enhanced
by the wood panelling and brass, which predominates
throughout the vessel conveying the atmosphere of
a private yacht. The passenger accommodation is
arranged over five decks and all suites have outside
views. Each affords considerable comfort with en-suite
bathroom featuring marble-topped vanity unit with sink
and walk-in shower, a large wardrobe, dressing table
with large mirror and stool and excellent storage. There
is a mini-fridge, flat screen television with inbuilt DVD/
CD player and a telephone in each suite. Refillable
water bottles, dressing gowns and slippers are also
provided for your comfort. Other facilities include a
programmable electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted
Molton Brown toiletries, air-conditioning and heating.
The suites on each deck have their own colour theme.
Soft hues and blended tones enhance the traditional
maritime style making the passenger accommodation
an inviting and relaxing place to be. The comfortable
beds in each suite can be configured as either double
or twin.
The impressive Island Suite located on the Explorer
Deck features an extra large balcony stretching
the length of the suite. Additional features of this
marvellous suite include complimentary minibar stocked
with your preference of beverages and complimentary
laundry.

Superior Suite

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Standard Suite
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MS HEBRIDEAN SKY
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Shackleton Deck – Owner’s Balcony Suites
The Owner’s Balcony Suites located on the Shackleton
Deck measure an average of 22 square metres and feature
a large private balcony measuring 8 square metres with
table and chairs. Please note the configuration of suite
601 varies slightly, please see website for details.

Shackleton Deck – Hebridean Suite
The spacious Hebridean Suite located on the Shackleton Deck measures
approximately 24.5 square metres and boasts an extra large balcony with
table, chairs and sun lounger. This suite features a fixed double bed.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000
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The Restaurant

Your Space – MS Hebridean Sky
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms on board the MS Hebridean Sky include
a large lounge on the Byrd Deck featuring a selection of seating options from individual
armchairs and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily briefings given by the Cruise
Director and talks from Guest Speakers and expedition staff take place in The Lounge
which is fitted with the highest standard of presentation equipment including multiple
screens. In addition to the Lounge, there is also The Club, located on the Mawson Deck
which features the main bar where the onboard pianist plays periodically throughout the
day. The Club also offers a 24-hour tea and coffee station. Towards the aft of the ship on
the Mawson Deck is The Library which is well stocked with reference books pertaining
to the destinations the vessel is visiting and a selection of essential reads. A collection
of games and devices to access the internet via the ship’s satellite can also be found in

20
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The Lounge

The Library

Observation Deck

The Club

the library. Access to the ship’s satellite Wi-Fi via your own device is complimentary on board
(signal strength varies depending on location and demand).
The Dining Room which can seat all guests at one sitting is located on the Amundsen Deck
and is a bright and charming setting to enjoy the delicious meals on board. Outside there is
a rear Lido Deck located on the Scott Deck where meals are served in warm weather under
shade. Whilst heaters and blankets make dining al fresco comfortable in cooler climates.
Further to this, on the top Shackleton Deck there is an observation area which offers a fantastic
platform for spotting wildlife complete with deck furniture, ideal for relaxing with a book or
catching up with fellow travellers. You will also find a clinic and Doctor on board and a lift that
serves all decks. Additionally there is a small hairdressers with appointments made on request.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Afternoon tea complete with scones,
cupcakes and freshly baked fruit
cakes always proves popular.
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Superior Suite

Hebridean Suite
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Your Suite
MS Hebridean Sky
On board there are 59
exceptionally spacious
and well-designed suites.
All feature a sitting area
and fourteen suites
have private balconies.
The feeling of luxury is
enhanced by the wood
panelling and brass
which predominates throughout the vessel conveying
the atmosphere of a private yacht. The passenger
accommodation is arranged over five decks and all suites
have outside views with suites on the Scott and Shackleton
Decks featuring private balconies. Each suite affords
considerable comfort with en-suite bathroom featuring
vanity unit with sink and walk-in rainfall shower, large
wardrobes, dressing table with large mirror and stool
and excellent storage. There is a minifridge, flat screen
television and a telephone in each suite. Refillable water
bottles, towelling dressing gowns and slippers are also
provided for your comfort. Additional facilities include a
programmable electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted Molton
Brown toiletries and individually controlled air-conditioning
and heating. Soft hues and blended tones enhance
the traditional maritime style making the passenger
accommodation an inviting and relaxing place to be. The
beds in each suite can be configured as twins or double
with the exception of suite 601 and 602 which feature fixed
double beds.
The impressive Hebridean Suite, located on the
Shackleton Deck consists of a separate bathroom and
sitting room with extra large balcony stretching the length
of the suite. Additional benefits of booking this marvellous
suite include complimentary mini-bar stocked with your
preferences and complimentary laundry.

Owner’s Balcony Suite

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Deluxe Balcony Suite
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WC

Su ites on boar d Caledonian Sk y

Premium Su ite (Deck 4)

Su ites on boar d Caledonian Sk y
Su ites on boar d Caledonian Sk y

421, 422, 423, 424, 425,
426, 427, 428

Premium Balcon y Su ite (Deck 4)

St andard Su ite Forward (Deck 2)

Suite Categories

414, 415

Su ites on boar d Caledonian Sk y

431, 432, 433, 434

Premium Su ite (Deck 4)

261 259 257 255
347 345 343 341 339
335 333
331 port
329 holes, an en-suite
four
bathroom
shower
and
in wardrob
347 345
343
341 339 with
335 333
331 329
Built: 1991
Cruising speed: 11 knotsCastle Deck
Deck
Castle Deck Bridge
511
509 507
505
square
metres
andlife,
feature
portholes,
and
feature an en-suite bathroom wit5
Superior
Suites
Superior
SuitesDeck
Caledonian
261its
259own
257en-suite
255
In keeping with the tradition of the ‘Hebridean Spirit’ and the 22.7
Caledonian
Sky’s
former
each two
Suite
has
name in addition to a number.
255
261 259 257 255261 259 257 Hospital
spacious
wardrobes.
and a priva
4200
Length overall: 90.6 metres Su ite (Deck 5) Tonnage:
425 Premium
423 421
419 505
415
261 259 257 255
433
431 Su ite (Deck 4)
511
Own
er ’s Corner
Su ite 509
(Deck 507
4)
Premium Balcon y Su itebathroom
(Deck 4)
with
shower
and spacious427
wardrobes.
431 &259
432– feature
bath tub), spaciou
•417Suite
254 – Kisimul Castle Doctor• Suite
CrathesaCastle
Guest 421,
capacity:
114 348 346 344 342 340
338 336 334 332 330
Width overall: 15.3 metres 508, 509,
348433,
346434344 342433
340 338
262 260419
258417
256 254
252259
250257 255
336 334 332 330
422, 423, 424, 425, 512 510 508 414,
415
431,
432,
427
425
423
421
415
261
431
Brid
5
506
large260
window.
• Suite 255 – Frazer Castle
• Suite
– Carrick Castle
Bridge Deck
426, 427, 428
Classed
by: BVForward
Draught maximum: 4.2 metres
Standard
(Forward)
Premium Suites
Premium•Balcony
Suites
262Standard
258 Suites
256Castle
254
252 250• Suite
(Forward)
Premium
Premium
Balcony
Suites
Castle Suites
Deck
– Standard
Suite The434
two432
Promenade
Deck
–260
Premium
Suites
Premium Suites • Suite 505
SuitePanorama
254
–260
Kisimul
259 –262Suites
Crathes
Castle
260 258
256
254
252
250 256 254
262
258
252 250
Deck
420
418
416
414
428
426
424
422
512
510
508
506
Promenade
Deck
Promenade
•
Suite
250
–
Fyrie
Castle
•
Suite
252
–
Rothesay
Castle
Caledonian
Deck
262 260
258–
256
254 252Deck
250
•
Suite
256
Inveraray
Castle
•
Suite
261
–
Culzean
Castle
Caledonian
Deck
Bridge
Deck
Bridge
Deck
Hotel
Castle
Deck
Upgraded:
November
2018
Flag/Registry: Bahamas
511
507
505
St
andard
Su
(Deck
260
258
2562)254 252
250 measure
St andard
Su ite509
(Deck
2)
StSuites
andard
Suite
ite Forward
Forward
(Deck 2)
2)Deluxe Balcony
Buffet Pantry
262
S uperior
ite (Deck
3)
St262
andard
SuPromenade
ite
(Deck
St
andard Su
ite Forward
(Deck
2) Balcon
Suites
Standard
Suites
Corner
Deluxe
y Su ite (Deck 5) • Suite
Standard
Forward
Suites
on
the
Castle
Deck
measure
on
the
Deck
square
506
Manager’s
• Suite
255
– Su
Frazer
Castle
• Suite
260
–Suites
Carrick
Castle
Deluxe
Standard
Suites
Corner
Premium
Panorama
Deck
434
432
420Suites
418
416 metres
414
428 426
424 Balcony
42220.2
Office
262 260
258 256 254 252
250 4
• Suite
431
–506,
Clan
Mackay
•Corner
Suite
•254,
Suite
257
–Balcon
Drum
• Suite
262
– Brodick
Castle
Castle
Deck Deck
Bridge Deck
250,
Castle
Deck
254, 255, 256, 257, 258,
250, 252
252
Castle Deck
329, 330, 331, 332,
255, 256,
257,
258,y Su iteCastle
250, 252
Promenade
Deluxe
(Deck 5)bathroom
er ’s
Su
ite
505,
507,
421,
42
Premium
Balcon
y Su ite
(Deck
4)508, 509, Own
22.7Superior
square
metres
two
portholes,
en-suite
and
feature
an
en-suite
with
shower
(cabins
•
Suite
507
•
Suite
256
–
Inveraray
Castle
•
Suite
261
–
Culzean
Castle
Superior
Suites
261
259
257
255
259,Suites
260,
261, 262and feature
Castle
Deck
333,
334,
335,
336,
259,
260,
261,
262
345(Deck
343
339
335 333
331 329Balcony
259
257Su255
Suites261 St
Premium
Suites
Suites
Chief
510,
511,
512345
426,Su
42
347
335
333
S uperior Su ite (Deck 3)
St andard
Su ite (DeckStandard
2)
andard
ite 347
Forward
Deluxe
Balcon
y Su ite (Deck
5)Premium
Owner ’s•Corner
ite
Balcon
y–
Su
ite
(Deck
4) 343 341 339
Castle
Deck
Captain
•Premium
Suite
432
Clan
Mackenzie
Suite
Castle
Deck
258
–2)341
Dunvegan
338, 339, 340, 341,Promenade Deck • Suite
509
505
44
512
510
427 425 Premium
423 421
419 417
415
505, 507
506,
507, 508, 509,Castle
421,
422, 423,
424, 425, 433 431
414, 415
433
431508
Su ite (Deck 5)
Own
er ’s
Corner
Su ite506
(Deck Engineer
4)
ite (Deck 4)
Premium Balcon y Su itebathroom
(Deck 4)
with
shower
and
spacious
wardrobes.
431511
&262
432
feature
a
bath
tub),
spacious
wardrobes
and
a
•
Suite
508
•254,
Suite
257
–Superior
Drum
Castle 250,the
• Suite
–
Brodick
Castle
In
withSuthe
tradition
of255,
the256,
‘Hebridean
Spirit’
Caledonian
Sky’s
former
life,
each
Suite
has
its
own
name
in
addition
to
a
nu
Castle
Deck
342,
343,
344, 345,
329,keeping
330, 331, 332,
257,
258,
252
510,
511,
512
426,
427,
428
Deluxe
Balcony
Suites
Suites and
Owner’s
Corner
Suites
with
Balcony
505, Suites
506, 507,
508, 509,
421, Suites
422, 423, 424, 425,
414,
415 Suites
Standard
(Forward)
Premium
Premium
Balcony
347
345
343
341
339
335
333
331
329
346,
347,
348
333,
334,
335,
336,
259,
260,
261,
262
511
509
507
505
508, 509,
421, 422, 423, 424, 425,
414, 415
431, 432, 433, 434
427 425 423 421
419
415
431
510, 417
511, 512
426, 427, 428
large
window.
•433
Suite
258Suites
– Dunvegan Castle
338, 339, 340, 341,
426, 427, 428
348
346
344aSuites
342
340 338
334
330
Standard
(Forward)
PremiumPlease
Premium
Balcony
Suites
note that262
all
suites
onSuites
Castle
Deck
feature
minimum
of 336
two
portholes.
(Forward)
338Suites
Promenade Deck
262
260344,
258Suites
256 254
252 250
348Standard
346
344
342Balcony
340
336 334
Standard
(Forward)
Premium
Suites
Premium
Balcony
Suites
347
345332
343
341 339
Deluxe
Standard
Corner
Suites
335 333
331
329
260 258
256
254
252
250 508
342,
343,
434
432Suites
434 432
510
506
4
414
428
426 345,
424 422 420 418 416 Standard
Prom
Suites (Forward)
Premium512
Suites
Premium Balcony Suites
• Suite 250 – Fyrie Castle
• Suite346,252
Rothesay
Castle
347, –348
Standard
Suites
(Forward)
Premium
Suites
Premium
Balcony SuitesStandard
Suites
(Forward)
Premium
Su
Castle
Deck
– Standard
Forward
Suite
The
two
Promena
Panorama
Deck
Deluxe
Balcony
Suites Suites
Standard
Suites
Corner
Suites
St andard Su ite (Deck 2)
St andard Su ite Forward (Deck 2)
Standard
Suites
Deluxe
Balcony
Suites
Standard
Suites
Corner
Suites
Castle
Deck
–
Standard
Standard
Suites
on
Bridge
Deck
–
Deluxe
Balcony
S
Superior
Caledonian
Deck
–
Superior
Suites
Superior
Suites
434Suites
432
512
510
508
506
338
344
342
340
348
346
420
418
416
336
334
332
330
414
428
426
424
422
Hairdresser
Caledonian
Deck
Standard
Suites
(Forward)
SuitesSu ite (Deck 3)
Premium
427 425 423 421
419 417 415
SMacpherson
uperior
433
431
Deluxe
Balcony
Suites
Standard
Suites
Corner
Suites 431 –Caledonian
Deck
Prome
• Suite
Clan
Mackay
•Suites
Suite
433
–Premium
Clan
Bridge
Deck
Deck Deck
Promenade
Deck Castle
254, 255, 256, 257,
258,
250, 252
Castle Deck
Promenade
Deck
Promenade
Standard
Suites
Corner
SuitesBalcon
Deluxe
Balcon y Su ite
(Deck 5) on the
Standard
Forward
Suites
Castle
Deck
measure
on the
Prom
Suites
Corner
Suit
Owner ’s Corner
Su
iteStandard
(Deck 4)
Premium
Premium
y Su ite
(Deck 4) Deluxe Balcony
Suites
Superior
Suites
262
260
258
250
Superior
Suites
260 measure
258 256 254 22.7
252 250
the Superior
Castle262
Deck
square
metres
and
feature
Bridge
Deck
measure
on
the
Caledonian
Deck
measure
21.6
square
338
344 342 340
348 346
336
334 metres
332
330
259,
260,
261,
262256 254 252
Panorama
Deck
329,
330, 331, 20
332, square metr
Deluxe
B
Standard
Suites
Corner
Suites
Deck
Superior
Suites
Caledonian
Deck
– Superior421,
Superior
Suites
Premium
B
•Suites
Suite
432
– Bridge
Clan
Mackenzie
• Suite 434 – Clan
Promenade Deck22.7Superior
333,Buchanan
334, 335,431,
336,432,
Caledonian Deck
505, Suites
506,
507, 508,and
509, feature two
422, 423, 424, 425,
414, 415
square
metres
portholes,
en-suite
and
feature
Superior
261
259 257
255
four
port 414
holes, an en-suite
bathroom
with
wardrobe,
en-suite
bathroom
with b
and
an
en-suite bathroom in
with
bath Suites
tub
and
261
338,
339, 259
340, 257
341, 255
510, 511,
512 shower and
426,
427,feature
428
420
418
416335
428 426 424
422 343
Gym
347 345 343
341434
339 432
335 333 331 329
511342,
509343,
507
505
Suites
347 345
339347
333Premium
331339
329
on
Deck
measure
20.2
square
3
343
341
333
331the
427 square
425 Premium
423 metres
419
417 415
421
433
431
Su341
ite (Deck
5) 345
344, 345,
Own
er ’s Corner
Su ite (Deck
4)
SuSuperior
ite (Deck 4)
Balcon335
y Su ite
(Deck
4)329Caledonian
Caledonian
Deck 21.6
Castle Deck
511 509 507 505
bathroom
with
shower
and
spacious
wardrobes.
431
&
432
fe
spacious
private
balcony
shower (except for suites 329, 330 and a331
which
feature
346,
347, 348 measuring 4.2 s
t’ and the Caledonian Sky’s former life, each
SuiteSuites
has its
own name in
addition
to awardrobes.
number.
Standard
(Forward)
Premium
261
259 257347
255bathroom
Premium
Balcony
Suites 414,
Suites
(Forward)
Premium
Suites
Premium
Balcony
Suites
345 343 341 339
335431,
333
331
508, 509, Suites
421,Standard
422, 423,
424, 425,
415
432,
433,
434
427 425 423 421bathroom
419 4
329
and
feature
an
en-suite
with
bath
tub
and
433
431
511 509 507 505
large windo
426, 427, 428
only
a shower),
a spacious
window.
Caledonian Deck
259 257 255 and large
262 Deluxe
260
258Balcony
256 254
252 250 261 wardrobe
Panorama
Deck
Deluxe
Balcony
Suites
Standard
Suites
Corner
Suites
262
260on
258
256 254
252 250me3
510
508
506
348 346 344 342 340 338 336 334 332
330
Suites
Standard
Suites
Corner
Suites
434
432
Castle
Deck – Standard
Suites
Standard
Suites
on336
– Deluxe
Suites 512
Suites
the
(except
forCastle
suites
329,
330 and
331
which
square
420
418 416 Balcony
338346
348 346 344
342 340
414
428Bridge
424Deck
336344
334342
332
330338
422feature
340
348
334
332 330
Cale
512 510 508 506
• shower
Suite
250
–259
Fyrie
• Suite
252
–426Rothesay
Castle
•
Suite
505
Glen
Tarbert
• Suite
•
Suite
254
–
Kisimul
Castle
•
Suite
–
Crathes
Castle
St andard
Su ite (Deck
2)
StPremium
andard Su ite
Forward (Deck 2)
Premium Suites
Balcony
Suites
Superior
Suites
Standard
Suites
(Forward)
Premium
Suites
Balcony
347 345
343 341
339 square
335
333
331
dard Forward
Suite The twoPremiumthe
Promenade
DeckSuites
– Premium
Suites
Suites
434 432 metres and feature
329
428 426
424 422 420 418 4
Superior
Castle
Deck
measure
Bridge
Deck
measure
20 square
a walkonly
a shower),
aPremium
spacious
wardrobe
and
large
window.
338 336
344
334 332
330
262 260Suites
258
256348
254 346
252
250 342 340
512 22.7
510 508
Bridge
Deck
506 metres and feature
• Suite
–
255, 256,
258,
250, 252
Promenade
Deck
•Caledonian
Suite
–ofGlen
Shiel Premium
• 431
Suite
•254,
Suite
255257,
– Frazer
CastleCastle
•Deck
Suite
260 – Carrick Castle • Suite 329 Castle
– Isle Deck
of Vatersay • Suite
340
Isle
Mingulay
Caledonian Deck Caledonian Deck
Deluxe
Balcon y506
Su
ite
(Deck
5)
Deck
Balcon
y Su it
Deluxe Balcony
Suites
Corner
SuitesDeck measure
s on the
Castle
on
Promenade
Deck measure
20.2Suites
square metres
Deluxe Balcony
Standard
Corner
Suites
259, the
260,
261,
262
four port
holes,
an Suites
en-suite bathroom
with
shower
and
in wardrobe, en-suite
bathroom
bath
262
260 258 256with
254 252
250 tub and shower • Suite 416
• Suite423,
432
–
511
509of507
505
Reception
Promenade
Deck
505,
506,
507,–507
508,
509,
421, 422, •
424,
•
Suite
–
Glen
Rosa
Suite
•
Suite
256
–
Inveraray
Castle
•
Suite
261
–
Culzean
Castle
Bridge Deck
•
Suite
330
Isle
Ulva
•
Suite
341
Isle
of
Lewis
Caledonian
Deck
Castle
Deck
348
344
334
332
330an
Su ite346
(Deck
3) 342 340 338 336
St andard
Su
ite (Deck
2) en-suite bathroom
St
Su ite
Forward
(Deck
feature two portholes,
and
feature
with
shower
(cabins
Deluxe
y Su ite (Deck• 5)
Superior
Suites
Own
’ssquare
Corner
(Deck 4)
Premium
Su it
y Su ite (Deck
4)
510,
512 Su itemetres.
426,•427,
428 417
spaciousS uperior
wardrobes.
and340
a Premium
private
measuring
4.2er511,
•andard
Suite
329
– Isle
of2) Balcon
Vatersay
Suite
Suite
- Isle Balcon
ofbalcony
Mingulay
261 259 257en-suite
255
261 259 257 255
427 425 423 421
419 417
261 259 257 255
433333431
347 345331
343 -341
339
335
331 •329
• Suite
–ofGlen
Lochy
• Suite
•254,
Suite
257 – Drum
Castle 250, 252
• Suite 262505,
– Brodick
Castle
• Suite
Isle
of
Tiree
Suite
342 -508
Isle
Kerrera
425 Premium
423 421
419 417 415 329, 330, 331, 332,
Castle
Deck
255, 256,
258,
ite (Deck 4)
Su ite (Deck 4)
506,
507, 508,
509,•aSuite 341421,
422, of
423,Lewis
424, 425,
414, 415
431, 432,
43
and
spacious427
wardrobes.
431
& 432257,
feature
a bath tub),
spacious
wardrobes
and
• Suite
330Suites
- Isle
of
Ulva
•
Suite
418
–
Isle
Standard
(Forward)
Premium
Suites
Premium
Balcony
Suites
333, 334, 335, 336,
259, 260, 261, 262
261
259
257
255
Standard
Suites
(Forward) Suites
Suites
345 343 341 339 Premium
335 33B
426, 427,
428
510of
508
506
DeckCastle
– Superior Suites 510, 511, 512
Promenade
Deck
– Premium
Deck
Standard
Suites
CastleCastle
Deck
SuiteCaledonian
258
Dunvegan
• Suite
332512
- Isle
Taransay
• Suite 343Premium
- Isle of347
Hirta
431, 432,
433, –
434
427 425 423 •421
419– 417
415
433 431
338, 339, 340, 341,
large
window.
•Suites
Suite
-ofGlen
Tarbert
• the
Suite 509
–428
Glen
Kinglass
• Suite 254 343,
– Kisimul
- Isle –
ofStandard
Tiree
• Suite
419
• Suite
259
– Crathes
Castle • Suite
• Suite
342
-505
IsleSuites
Kerrera
344, 345, Castle
Panorama
Deck
Deluxe
Balcony
Standard
Suites
Corner
434
432 Suites
418
416
424 422 420
Deluxe
Ba
Standard
Suites
Suites
Castle
Deck
Suites
Standard
on
Bridge
The
Superior
on
the331
Caledonian
Deck Premium
The
Premium
Suites
located
Deck
262 260
258 256 254
252 250
The
Standard
Suites
located on 342,
the Castle
Deck
348
346
344-342
340
336
334 332on
Standard
(Forward)
Premium
Suites
Suites
262 260 258 256 254
252
250258Suites
26
262
260
256Suites
254
252located
250
•Balcony
Suite
333
Isle
of338
Soay
•330
SuitePromenade
344Corner
- Isle
of426
Hellisay
S uperior Su ite (Deck 3) Cas
428 426 424 422 420 418 416 414 346, 347, 348
Bridge
Deck
261 259
257 255 • Suite 260
e
• Suite 252
– Rothesay Castle • Suite 255 – Frazer
• Suite
–ofGlen
Shiel
– en-suite
Glen
Deluxe
Balcon
y Su ite (Deck •
5) Suite 510
Hospital
Castle
• Suite
332
- Isle
of
Taransay
420
– 21.6
Carrick
Castle
• Suite
343
-506
Isle
Hirta
Own
er ’s
Premium
Balcon Fyne
y Su ite (Deck 4) • Suite
Superior
Suites
measure
square
metres
and
feature
an
en-suite
measure
20.2
square
metres
and
feature
an
measure 22.7 square metres
and
feature
four
port
Superior
Suites
the
Castle
Deck
measure
22.7
square
metres
and
feature
Bridge
Dec
Doctor
329,
330,
331,
332,
338
348
346
344
342
340
336
33
Standard
Suites
(Forward)
Premium
Suites
Premium
Balcony
Suites
S uperior Su ite (Deck
3)
St andard
Su ite (Deck
2)
Corner Suites
262 260Deluxe
258 256Balcony
252Suites
250
434 432
Promenade
Deck
–
Premium
Bal
420 418 Suites
416 414
334
- Isle505,ofDeck
Seil
•254Suite
•
Suite
345
Isle
of
Gunna
428 426 424 422 Standard
Promenade
333, 334, •335,
336, 421
506,
508,Su509,
421,–422,
423,
424, Su
425,
41
• bathroom
Suite
431
–with
Clan
Mackay
•Corner
Suite
433
Clan
Macpherson
Caledonian
Deck
• Suite
–ofGlen
Rosa
•431
Suite
511
Glen
Coe
•Castle
Suite
256
– Inveraray
• Suite
333
- Isle–4)329,
of
Soay
261
–y SuCulzean
Castlefour
• Suite
344 -507
Isle
Hellisay
S507,
uperior
ite (Deck
3) Castle
St andard
(Deck258,
2) Suite414,
Castle Deck
shower
(suites
330
and(Deck
bathroom
with
shower
(cabins
&
432
feature
a255,
Deck
Deck
holes, an en-suite
bathroom
with
shower
and Castle • Suite
Deluxe
329,
331,
332,
254,
256,ite
257,
Su
ite (Deck an
Premium
Balcon
(Deckbathtub
4) ite (Deck and
338,
339,in
341,
holes,
shower
wardrobe
510,
511,
512330,
426,
427,
428 Gigha
S uperior Su ite (Deck 3)
St andard Su ite
(DeckBalcon
2) y Su ite (Deck 5) St andard SuPremium
ite Forward
(Deck
2)ite
Deluxe
Balcon
y Su
5) Owner ’sport
Deluxe
Balcony
Standard
Suites
Corner
Deluxe
Balcon
ySuites
Su
5) Own
er ’s with
Corner
Su
ite- (Deck
4)yand
Premium
Su
ite
(Deck
Premium
Balcon
y Suen-suite
ite
(Deck
4) itebathroom
Own
er ’s
Corner
ite
(Deck
4)Suites
Premium
Su it
Premium
Balcon
Su
iteSuites
(Deck
4)
Superior
Suites
Caledonian
Deck
– Superior
Suites
Superior
Premium
Balcony
Suites
on 340,
the
Prome
• Suite
335
Isle
Scalpay
•419
Suite
346
–Su4)Isle
of
5
333,
334,
259,
262
425of
423
427
421
433
431
342,
343,258,
344, 345,
329,
330,335,
331,336,
332, 417 415
254,260,
255,261,
256,
257,
• 331
Suite
432Brodick
–feature
Clan Deck
Mackenzie
• Suite
434
–ofClan
Buchanan
Caledonian
Deck
•
Suite
508
–
Glen
Lochy
•
Suite
512
–
Glen
Affric
Suite
257
–262
Drum
Castle
•
Suite
334
Isle
Seil
•
Suite
422
• Suite
Castle
•
Suite
345
Isle
of
Gunna
260
258
250
Promenade Deck•254,
which
only
a
shower),
a
spacious
wardrobe
bathtub),
spacious
wardrobes
and
a
large
window.
spacious
wardrobes.
Castle
505,257,
506,
507,
508,
509,256 254
421,
422,262
423, –424,
425,
414,
415
431,
432,
329,
330, 331, 332,
255, 256,
258,
250, 252
252
338,
339,
340,
341,
346,262
347,and
348 431,
333, 334, 335,431,
260, 261,
505, 506, 507, 508, 509,
422, 423,
424,
425,
415 421, 422, 423, 424, 425,
432,
433,
spacious421,
wardrobes.
a priva
505,
506,
507,
508, 509,
414,
415 square
432,
43
Superior
Suites414,
on427,
the428Caledonian
Deck measure
21.6
square
metres
20.2
feature
walk
347metres
345
343 and
341 339
335a333
331
• Suite
- Isle
•336,
Suite
347434- Isle
of259,
Ewe
261336
259 257
255of Sandray
510,262
511, 512
426,
333, 334, 335, 336,
259, 260, 261,
342,
343,
344,
345,
338,
339,
340,
341,
510,
511,
512
426,
427,
428
510,
511,
512
426,
427,
428
335 333
331 329
and large window.
• Suite
258 – Dunvegan Castle
• Suite 335 - Isle of Scalpay
• Suite 346 – Isle of Gigha
338, 347
339, 345
340, 343
341, 341 339
346,
342,347,
343,348
344, 345,
261 259 257
and feature
an en-suite
bathroom with bath tub and
bathroom
with
shower
and255
a private b
• Suite 338428
- Isle
of Rona
342, Suites
343, 344, 345,
Suite
348
of Eriska
434 432
346,
348 •
418
416
414 - Isle
Premium
Premium
SuitesSuitesPremium
422347,420
Standard
SuitesBalcony
(Forward)
Suites
Premium
Balcony
Suites
347
345 343
341 339Suites
335 333
331 329
Standard
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On Deck

Your Space – MS Caledonian Sky
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms on board the MS
Caledonian Sky include a large lounge featuring comfortable seating. Daily
briefings given by the onboard team and talks from Guest Speakers take
place in the Main Lounge which is fitted with multiple screens. For your
convenience it is also possible to follow the onboard lectures from the
comfort of your suite. Also in the Lounge is a 24-hour tea and coffee station
along with an elegant bar where the onboard pianist plays periodically
throughout the day.

and further spacious seating arrangements, ideal for watching the world go
by as you cruise to your next destination. The Travel Library is the perfect
place to relax with a good book and is well stocked with reference books
pertaining to the destinations the vessel is visiting and a collection of
essential reads. A selection of games and devices to access the internet
via the ship’s satellite can also be found in the library. Access to the ship’s
satellite Wi-Fi via your own device is complimentary on board (signal
strength varies depending on location and demand).

In addition to the Main Lounge on the Caledonian Deck, there is the
recently refurbished Lounge on the Panorama Deck which has a bar, library

The Dining Room which can seat all guests at one sitting is located on the
Castle Deck. Outside there is a rear Lido Deck which is complete with deck
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The Restaurant

Observation Deck

The Panorama Lounge

Alfresco dining

The Lounge

The Library

tables and chairs where meals are served in warm weather under
shade and often occasions such as sail away parties and barbeques
are held here.
On the Panorama Deck towards the front of the vessel there is an
additional Observation Deck, complete with bar and comfortable
cushioned deck furniture for sun bathing, relaxing with a book or
catching up with fellow travellers. On the Promenade Deck there is also
a small gymnasium featuring a treadmill, bicycle and cross trainer, and
a hairdressers with appointments made on request. For your wellbeing,
there is a clinic with Doctor on board and a lift which serves all decks.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Nothing captures the adventurous but wellcushioned spirit of the cruises quite like
sipping a hot chocolate, whiskey or cream
liqueur while whale watching on a late
summer night in the wilds.
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Deluxe Balcony Suite

Owner’s Corner Balcony Suite
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Premium Balcony Suite

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Your Suite
MS Caledonian Sky
On board there are 57
exceptionally spacious and
well-designed suites, 23 of
which have private balconies
located on the Promenade
or Bridge Decks. Following a
comprehensive refurbishment
of the suites in November 2018,
the suites on each deck have
their own colour theme utilising
fabrics from companies such as Osbourne & Little and
Zimmer & Rohde. Soft hues, blended tones and the classic
contemporary fabrics enhance the traditional maritime
style making the passenger accommodation an inviting
and relaxing place to be. Each suite exudes great character
and grandeur with wood panelling and brass features
found throughout. The large suites are arranged over four
decks and all have outside facing views. All suites feature
a sitting area complete with coffee table, armchairs and
flat screen televisions (DVD players and DVDs can be
borrowed from reception for use in your suite).
The beds in each cabin offer comfortable mattresses and
pillows and can be configured as large double beds or
twins. Each suite affords considerable comfort with en-suite
bathroom featuring a country style wash basin, a heated
towel rail, shaver outlet and vanity unit and walk-in shower
and/or corner bath tub. Dressing gowns and slippers are
also provided for your comfort. Further facilities in the
suites include walk-in or spacious wardrobes, dressing
table with large mirror and stool or desk, mini-fridge,
cabin to cabin telephone, programmable electronic safe,
hairdryer, assorted Molton Brown toiletries, individually
controlled air-conditioning and heating, refillable water
bottles, as well as extra blankets and pillows. Ship
announcements made from the Bridge and Reception area
are also broadcasted in your suite. A laundry service is also
available on board.

Superior Suite

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Standard Suite
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Your Onboard Team
On all our voyages you will find informative staff on board and whilst exploring ashore you will be
accompanied by excellent English-speaking local guides. Working with the Captain and crew, our
cruise staff are responsible for the day to day organisation of the itinerary and briefings and they are in
regular contact with the Noble Caledonia office. We have the very best in their field and they are often
also joined by Guest Speakers who are chosen for their in-depth knowledge of a specific subject or
geographical area. Briefings by the cruise staff and informal talks by our Guest Speakers add an extra
dimension to all we see and do. Below are just some of the excellent team we have lined up to join our
voyages in 2019 and 2020. There are many more and full details of who will be joining you on board
can be viewed at www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Rear Admiral Roy Clare CBE DL – Guest Speaker

Rear Admiral Roy Clare has almost three decades’
experience as a professional museum director and as
a non-executive in social businesses. His roles have
included Director National Maritime Museum, Queen’s
House & Royal Observatory, Greenwich (2000-2007), Chief
Executive Museums, Libraries & Archives Council (20072011) and Director Auckland War Memorial Museum,
New Zealand (2011-2017). Previously in the Royal Navy, Roy served worldwide
from junior seaman to rear admiral. His commands included destroyers, the
aircraft carrier Invincible and Britannia Royal Naval College, Dartmouth. He retired
voluntarily to develop opportunities in museums. In 2007 Roy was made CBE ‘for
services to museums’. In 2018 he was appointed a Deputy Lieutenant for Essex.

Reverend Dr Judith Thomas – Guest Speaker

Judith has lived and worked in many countries
including the USA, Indonesia, New Zealand,
the Middle East and Japan. Her early work as
a management training specialist for overseas
assignments developed her interest in globally
mobile families and the cultural changes they
confront. Her experience of Japan dates from the
70’s up to the present day, including two extended periods of living and
working there. Her expertise is Japanese culture; gardens are a cultural
expression in their own right. Traditional cultures adapting to the modern
world are also of particular interest to her.

Tony Crocker – Expedition Team

Tony has spent many years living and travelling
through the length and breadth of Europe, in the
course of an extensive career in travel and tourism,
including over a year spent in the High Arctic. He has
a lifelong interest in ornithology and, in his native New
Zealand, is acknowledged as one of the best birders.
He was editor of the OSNZ magazine Southern Bird
for nine years and council member for six. Tony has an MA in French and
GradDipSc in History and Philosophy of Science. These days he spends most
of his time at sea, as ornithologist and lecturer on expedition ships. He was
most recently manager of educational travel programmes at the University of
Canterbury in Christchurch, New Zealand.
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Craig Ward – Expedition Leader

Craig is a marine professional, dive instructor, marine
biologist & ship’s captain and studied Zoology at James
Cook University, Cairns. For over twelve years he has been
involved in marine research and education throughout
the Indo-pacific, particularly the Northern Great Barrier
Reef, the Kimberley, south-east Asia, Papua New Guinea
and New Zealand. He is credited on a number of scientific
papers, has been published in a variety of magazines and has co written and
edited several natural history works. Craig is based in tropical northern Australia,
where he is actively involved in conservation research. He spends much of the year
travelling to remote parts of the world in search of, sadly, rare animals with likeminded people who share his passion for nature and travel.

Dr Chris Edwards – Expedition Team

A native of Scotland, after graduating from the University
of Glasgow Chris was employed by the British Antarctic
Survey and spent two and a half years in Antarctica as a
field geologist. On return to the UK via a tour of South
America he obtained a Ph.D. and published scientific
papers based on his Antarctic work. Since 1989 he has
been the horologist in his own antique clock restoration
business. This has allowed him the flexibility to leave the workshop for several
months a year to work on expedition ships as a lecturer in the Antarctic, the
Arctic and North-West Europe. Apart from his broad geological knowledge he is
passionate about environmental and natural history matters, is a lichenologist, a
bookbinder and keen photographer.

Colin Baird – Expedition Team

Colin grew up on the west coast of Canada and developed
a love for the sea at an early age, sailing and scuba diving
the local waters off Vancouver Island. He spent 10 years as
a marine mammal trainer working with seals, sea lions and
orca (perhaps better known as Killer Whales). In 2002 he
was hired by Jean Michel Cousteau as the director of field
operations for the Free Willy / Keiko Project in Iceland and
Norway. This was and remains today the only attempt to release a previously captive
orca back into the wild. Since then, Colin has been expedition cruising to many out
of the way places including Iceland, Norway, Svalbard, the High Arctic and Antarctic.
When at home in Canada he leads whale watching tours from Victoria, B.C. during
the northern summer to see his favourite of all the cetaceans….the orca.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Cheli Larsen – Expedition Team

Cheli is a seasoned veteran when it comes to exploring
the rich, breathtaking nature and animal life of the
everchanging environment and has led passengers on
more than 120 voyages to the Polar Regions. She got
her first taste of polar adventure when she left her native
New Zealand for the Russian Far East and continued
on, leading expeditions to both well-known and “secret
gem” locations across Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Svalbard, the North Pole,
South Georgia, Antarctica and the South Sandwich Islands. A PADI Master Dive
Instructor who also holds a Commercial Launch master Skippers Ticket, Cheli has
been involved in orca studies, and worked as a field assistant with TVNZ Natural
History Unit’s filming of the orca documentary Killers I Have Known, commissioned
by The Discovery Channel, as well as on The Blue Planet.

Jane Wilson – Expedition Leader

For the last 10 years Jane has worked on expedition
cruise vessels (including some Russian polar ice
strengthened and icebreaker vessels) as a zodiac driver,
lecturer and Expedition Leader in many remote corners
of the world including South America, the Arctic and
Antarctica, Europe, South-east Asia and the South Pacific.
She also keeps her hand in the science pie as Voyage
Leader for the Australian Antarctic Division, being responsible for deploying
support personnel, cargo and scientists to stations and field camps in Antarctica
on the Australian research and re-supply icebreaker Aurora Australis. She is a keen
skier and now calls the Rocky Mountains in Canada home.

Sue Forbes – Expedition Team

Sue has been creating wildlife, landscape and travel
photos for over 20 years, travelling to over 80 countries
on all 7 continents. She has combined this passion with
an unusual career including everything from the Royal
Air Force to various executive roles in Silicon Valley,
California. Sue left her last job, at Motorola, a few years
back to focus solely on wildlife and travel photography
and her work has been published in newspapers, magazines and books in the UK
and US since then. She spends most of the time on various Noble Caledonia ships
as a member of the expedition staff helping passengers take home great photos
and learn more about their cameras / smartphones. Sue is an avid naturalist and
has taught about wildlife and photography on expeditions ships around the world.

Major Gordon Corrigan MBE – Guest Speaker

Gordon Corrigan spent most of his adult life as an officer
of the Royal Gurkha Rifles, serving mainly in the Far East
but also in Cyprus, Berlin, Northern Ireland and Belize.
He is now a military historian and the author of a number
of books on subjects ranging from the Hundred Years
War to the Peninsula War to the First and Second World
Wars. To date he has been the presenter of five TV series
dealing with various aspects of military history, in addition to regular appearances
in documentaries. He conducts military history study tours and is an Honorary
Research Fellow of the Universities of Birmingham and Kent, a Fellow of the Royal
Asiatic Society, a Member of the British Commission for Military History, and a
Liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Farriers.

Imogen Corrigan – Guest Speaker

Imogen served for nearly twenty years in the British army,
retiring in the rank of Major at the end of 1994. She then
went to the University of Kent to study Anglo-Saxon
and medieval history and art, graduating with 1st Class
Honours. She became a freelance lecturer, running study
tours for several travel companies and lecturing for the
Arts Society and Noble Caledonia. She has a wide range of
lecture subjects encompassing most of Europe from the west of Ireland to Istanbul,
and from the North Cape to Morocco, covering 1000 years of history. Imogen is
always interested in ideas, artistic techniques and in trying to understand the mindset of the people who lived at that time. Her first book: Stone on Stone: the Men
who built the Cathedrals is due to be published in 2019.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Pamela Le Noury – Expedition Leader

Coming from South Africa, Pam is a marine scientist, PADI
dive instructor, Zodiac skipper and sailor, and has worked
in and on the ocean just about every day for the past
16 years. After leaving school she worked in the diving
industry whilst studying a BSc in zoology and physiology,
and started up her own whale watching charter and
boat business. She has participated in several marine
research cruises, published 3 APPS for smartphones on sharks & rays and whales &
dolphins and Antarctic Wildlife, and enjoys teaching people about the oceans and
conservation through her travels. Pam started expedition cruising in 2008 and has
been almost everywhere a small cruise ship can take you; 120 countries from the
poles to the remote reaches of every ocean – loving life as a citizen of the sea.

Rear Admiral John Lippiett – Guest Speaker

John Lippiett had a 36 year career in the Royal Navy
serving on a large number of ships from aircraft carriers
to minesweepers and deployed to all of the world’s
operational theatres. He was second-in-command of the
frigate HMS Ambuscade throughout the Falklands War,
and his book “War and Peas; intimate letters from the
Falklands War” was broadcast on BBC’s Today programme
for the 25th anniversary. John commanded three ships, a Frigate Squadron, and
then the School of Maritime Warfare. On promotion to Rear Admiral, he flew his
Flag at sea as Flag Officer Sea Training before serving in Naples as Chief of Staff
of the NATO maritime forces in the Mediterranean. His final posting was as the
Commandant of the Joint Services Command and Staff College.

Martin Sixsmith – Guest Speaker

Martin Sixsmith was the BBC’s correspondent in Moscow,
Washington, Brussels and Warsaw in the 1980s and 90s
and worked as Director of Communications for the British
Government from 1997 to 2002. He is now an author,
presenter and journalist. His non-fiction books include
Moscow Coup, The Litvinenko File, Putin’s Oil and Russia:
A Thousand Year Chronicle of the Wild East. He worked as
a consultant on the BBC2 political sitcom The Thick of It and the 2010 movie In the
Loop. In 2011 he presented the BBC’s 50-episode history of Russia on Radio Four. In
2013 his book The Lost Child of Philomena Lee was adapted into the film Philomena,
starring Judi Dench and Steve Coogan. His new book Ayesha’s Gift is the story of a
young woman’s search to discover the truth after her father is murdered in Pakistan.
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The Voyages

Ships, especially little ships, have auras like people and houses. The aura is built up of many
things. Human encounter is the main brace; add to this the company and shared experience, bad
days and good, achievement and disappointment, even moments of danger. All this rubs off on
the ship, growing with the places that she visits like richly colored beads threaded with string.
Keith Shackleton “Ship in the Wilderness”

+44 (0)20 7752 0000
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Melanesian Odyssey

An island hopping adventure from Australia to Fiji including Papua New Guinea,
the Solomon Islands & Vanuatu aboard the MS Island Sky
9th to 29th September 2019

I

f you were the owner of a large yacht based in the Pacific, this is
exactly the type of itinerary you would plan. A fascinating island
hopping adventure from Australia through Melanesia to the Solomon
Islands, Vanuatu and finally to Fiji. All the islands we will encounter
are beautiful in their different ways and all have unique features and
cultures. They are certainly not on the mass tourism circuit and their
beauty and customs are relatively unscathed by the modern world.
The region is ideal for exploring by small ship and particularly one
as suitable as the MS Island Sky. Her fleet of Zodiac landing craft
provides us with the freedom of spontaneity to explore and land in
places where relatively few travellers have been before us.

PAPUA NEW
GUINEA

Marovo
Fergusson/
Dobu/D’Entrecasteaux Lagoon
Islands
Tetepare
Island
Bonarua
Island

SOLOMON
ISLANDS
Honiara

Vanikoro

Santa Ana

Mota Lava
& Ra Island

Espiritu Santo
Malekula

Cairns

VANUATU

Yasawa Islands

Port Havannah
Tanna

FIJI

AUSTRALIA

We begin our journey in Cairns before sailing to Papua New Guinea
which is a revelation of exquisite wild beauty and exotic cultural wealth. With its incomparable biodiversity, both on land and in the
surrounding waters, it also remains one of the most mysterious places on earth. Afloat and ashore, our exploration will be filled with
unforgettable images, remote idyllic islets, tribal villages unchanged for centuries, astonishingBrisbane
ceremonial dances, kaleidoscopic reefs and
soaring white-tailed tropic birds. Leaving Papua New Guinea we sail to the Solomon
N E W Islands and explore the majestic Morovo Lagoon, the
SOUTH
world’s largest double barrier lagoon and a truly awe-inspiring place. From here,Was
A L we
E S island hop in an easterly direction we sail through
one of the most culturally complex regions in the world with hundreds of languages spoken across the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu and a
vast spectrum of spiritual beliefs, traditions and artistic craftsmanship.
This voyage has something for everyone, whether your interest lies in natural history, military history, bird watching, photography, the
undersea world or simply just being one of the privileged few who are able to set foot on islands of astonishing richness and beauty. We
hope you can join us in this faraway haven, for an unparalleled opportunity to explore one of the most intriguing places on the map.

What To Expect…
Flexibility is the key to an expedition and each day
holds something new. To provide you with an idea of
what to expect, below are extracts from the ship’s log
from when the MS Island Sky’s sister ship, the
MS Caledonian Sky last visited Vanuatu.
Espirutu Santu, Vanuatu: Our first visit today was
to a local village where we were lucky witnesses to
the unique water music, which involved local ladies
slapping the surface of the water with some force and
exhausting consistency. The next visit was another
highlight, cavorting in the beautiful freshwaters of
the local ‘Blue Hole’. Meanwhile the more aquatically
inclined of us jumped into vans for our visit to the end
of the coast to Million Dollar Point.

‘Blue Hole’, Espirutu Santo
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Here, the Americans had pushed huge amounts of
military gear into the sea rather than take it home, or
let it fall into other hands. It was an abstract mish mash
of metallic objects and amongst it all there were many
fish, including anemone and their ‘nemos’.

Clownfish and anemone

Tanna Island, Vanuatu: This spectacular island is
home to constantly burping Yassur, a volcano located
in the middle of lush tropical rainforest with the
occasional small village. We anchored cautiously
just outside Resolution Bay. There was a gentle roll
filtering into the fairly open bay, forming a slight
break on the beach and on arrival the band started
up some tropical tunes. The recent wet season
rains had turned the jungle even greener than usual

and the first section included the flats which were
dominated mainly by planted guava and coconut.
As we bounced onward and upward, the vegetation
developed into simple but beautiful rainforest,
dominated by strangler figs. As we drove higher, tall
and skinny tree ferns arched over the road. Those
with good eyes noticed a number of ‘Tanna FruitDoves’, plump green birds that flicked between trees
in the canopy. The great fat lady known as Yassur was
smoking continuously as we started to clamber up
her rocky slopes. Once at the top we could peer into
her belly. Before each explosion of sound and debris,
we could see a shock wave expand out in a split
second, vibrating all the particles in a wave. After the
sudden shock wave, red lava and bombs were flung
high into the air.

Tanna Island
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MS Island Sky – Melanesian Odyssey

Marovo Lagoon, Solomon Islands

Victoria Crowned Pigeon

Traditional dance, Solomon Islands

The Itinerary

Days 1 & 2 London to Cairns,
Australia. Fly by scheduled indirect
flight.
Day 3 Cairns. Arrive this morning and
transfer directly to the MS Island Sky.
We have a leisurely day before we
enjoy welcome dinner and drinks as
we sail this evening.
Day 4 At Sea. Today we have a
relaxing day at sea. Our lecture
programme will start and we will have
our snorkel and Zodiac briefings to
prepare us for the days ahead.
Day 5 Bonarua Island, Papua
New Guinea. This morning we arrive
at the coastline of Papua New Guinea.
Here the peaks of the dramatic
Stanley Owens Range come into view
as we reach the island of Bonarua in
Milne Bay. We will go ashore to view
fishing and weaving demonstrations,
and wander through the enchanting
village, sampling local delicacies.
Birders have the chance to trek into
the thicket whilst the warm inviting
waters of the Coral Sea offer a first
opportunity to explore the underwater
world.
Day 6 Fergusson & Dobu Islands,
D’Entrecasteaux Islands. Our Papua
New Guinea adventure continues in

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

the D’Entrecasteaux Islands. We will
use our Zodiacs to land on Fergusson
Island, the largest of the chain, in a
small fishing village. From here we
will walk to the local hot springs and
bubbling mud pools surrounded by
lush vegetation; birders can keep a
lookout for parrots and cockatoos. A
welcome dance will be accompanied
by local foods cooked in the hot
pools. This afternoon we will cruise
through the spectacular Dobu passage
and use our Zodiacs to explore and
snorkel or alternatively land to meet
the villagers and visit the local church.
Day 7 At Sea. Spend a day at sea as
we cross to the Solomon Islands.
Day 8 Marovo Lagoon, Solomon
Islands. Marovo Lagoon is the
largest double barrier lagoon in the
world. Thousands of islands scatter
the lagoon, from tiny coral islets on
the fringing reef to massive 1600
metre volcanic islands. Inside the
lagoon, the islands are surrounded
by spectacular coral formations and
white sand beaches, the lagoon waters
shimmering in every shade of blue,
turquoise and jade green. We have
a full day here to explore the villages
which produce some of the finest
wood carvings in the region. We will
also find a suitable spot to snorkel

and swim from the beaches as well
as enjoying nature walks in the local
forests.
Day 9 Tetepare Island. Tetepare is the
largest uninhabited tropical island in
the Southern Hemisphere and home
to one of the Solomon Islands leading
conservation projects. Managed
by the Tetepare Descendants
Association, they have ensured the
island was saved from the threat
of loggers and many areas remain
untouched. A wide variety of plants
and animals live in the 120 square
kilometres of lowland rainforest that
blankets the island. A total of 76 bird
species, 25 reptile and 13 mammal
species have been recorded here
including skinks, dugongs and the
endemic Tetepare white eye whilst
the beaches support three species
of turtle including the endangered
leatherback. Today we will enjoy
guided walks in the rainforest with the
local conservationists who will educate
us on the work they are doing on the
island.

This expedition
has something
for everyone,
whether your
interest lies in
natural history,
military history,
bird watching,
photography, the
undersea world
or simply just
being one of
the privileged
few who are
able to set foot
on islands of
astonishing
richness and
beauty.

Day 10 Honiara. Prior to World
War II Honiara did not exist; it
developed around the site of the US
military headquarters. The town and
Mataniko River, which runs through it,
were the front for many months during
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Yasawa Islands, Fiji

War relic, Honiara

Soft corals, Solomon Islands

the battle of Guadalcanal. Today, this
is a bustling town with lovely hibiscus
and palm tree lined avenues. After
breakfast we will join a city tour of
Honiara including the central market,
parliament building and National
Museum where we get an insight into
the history of the Solomon Islands.
Enjoy lunch before continuing to
the World War II sites including
Henderson Field, the Japanese Peace
Park and the US Memorial at Skyline
Ridge. This evening we will cruise
through Iron Bottom Sound, the site of
intense naval battles during World War
II and so named for the large numbers
of Japanese and American ships and
aircraft that sank beneath the sea.
Day 11 Santa Ana. Spend the
morning in Port Mary on Santa Ana
Island. We will be welcomed with a
stunning dance by the villagers with
spears and mud face masks. After the
performance we have the opportunity
to explore the village further with its
plethora of local handicrafts, join a
nature walk through the forests or
swim from the local beach. Return to
the ship for lunch and maybe join a
lecture this afternoon as we spend the
afternoon at sea.
Day 12 Vanikoro. Over lunch we
arrive at the island of Vanikoro.
Situated in the Temotu Province,
Vanikoro was where French explorer
Jean-Francois de la Perouse became
stranded after both his vessels, La
Boussole and the Astrolabe, hit the
then unknown reefs of the island in
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1788. Learn more about the island’s
history and the mystery of the lost
La Perouse expedition that captured
the imagination of the European
public. We will be welcomed ashore
by the local villagers before choosing
to explore the village further, join a
nature walk where we can look out
for the endemic birds, the Vanikoro
monarch and Vanikoro white-eye,
or enjoy a swim or snorkel from the
beach.

Turtle

Day 13 Mota Lava & Rah Island,
Vanuatu. Our first call in Vanuatu will
be the island of Mota Lava and Rah
Island in the Banks Island group.
These tiny island communities are
still off the main tourist routes but the
locals are happy to share their culture,
stories and ways of life with the visitors
that make the journey to their islands.
From our anchorage point we will
Zodiac ashore and see a traditional
snake dance, where the men paint
themselves black and white as sea
snakes, before being welcomed into
the village. We also hope to have the
chance to snorkel on the reef.

Day 14 Espiritu Santo Island.
Espiritu Santo is the largest of
Vanuatu’s islands with some of the
most beautiful white sand beaches,
amazing blue holes, caves and
renowned snorkelling. It was also
a huge military base during World
War II. This morning join an island
tour including the Nekar Custom
Village where we will learn about local
traditions and customs, including their
unique water music and kava making,
before enjoying time to swim in the
nearby Riri Blue Hole. Return to the
ship for lunch and in the afternoon
snorkel amongst the corals and fish
of the region at Million Dollar Point,
named after the value of the military
equipment dumped into the sea.
Day 15 Malekula Island. The second
largest of the island group, Malekula
is also the most culturally diverse with
a small population that speaks over
30 distinct languages. Here we will
learn about the ancient tribes, the Big
Nambas who lived in the north and
Small Nambas from the central and
southern provinces. Tribal warfare
was once very common but today the
island is peaceful. We plan to visit
one of the tribal groups, learn about
their culture including cannibalism,
with many ancient sites hidden in
the forests, and see some of their
important traditions of dance and
song. In the afternoon we will relocate
and find a suitable spot to enjoy some
of the excellent snorkelling found
on the coral reefs off the island or to
enjoy a nature walk.

Day 16 Port Havannah. Awake this
morning off Port Havannah, situated
on the north coast of Efate Island and
our base for today’s activities. There
are a number of outer islands that we
may be able to explore depending
on weather and sea conditions.
Lelepa Island is 160 acres of unspoilt
tropical rainforest and palm fringed
beaches. On a nature walk we will
see the herbs used in local medicines
before exploring Feles cave thought
to be the resting place of the
legendary Polynesian Chief, Roi Mata.
Meanwhile on Moso Island we meet
the volunteers at the Tasiriki Turtle
Sanctuary who will teach us about the
rehabilitation of the Hawksbill turtles
and the attempts to increase their
numbers. If time and weather permit,
we will also set up a snorkelling
platform or offer a chance to swim
from the beach.
Day 17 Tanna. Our final call in Vanuatu
is the island of Tanna, meaning earth in
the local Kwamera language. Captain
Cook was the first European to visit
the island in 1774, landing at Port
Resolution, having been attracted by
the glowing light of Mount Yasur. This
361 metre active volcano is situated
in the south east of the island and
dominates the landscape. The more
adventurous amongst us may wish
to join a journey to the crater taking
local trucks through the rainforest that
covers the mountain before walking to
the rim. Alternatively, we hope to have
the chance to visit local villages where
traditional lifestyles are maintained
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Pre-Cruise Cairns Extension
6th to 11th September 2019

Before your expedition aboard
the MS Island Sky, you may wish
to extend your time in Australia
with our three night stay in Cairns
including a full day to explore the
spectacular Great Barrier Reef.

The Itinerary

Days 1 & 2 London to Cairns, Australia. Fly by scheduled indirect flight.
Day 2 Cairns. Arrive into Cairns this morning and transfer to our hotel for a
three night stay. The remainder of the day is free to relax after the flight.
Day 3 Cairns. After breakfast at the hotel enjoy a full day tour exploring the
underwater world of the Great Barrier Reef. Local boats will take us to the
outer reef where we can enjoy snorkelling, swimming or use of the glass
bottom boat in the clear waters. Return to the hotel this afternoon and meet
for dinner tonight.
Day 4 Cairns. Today is at leisure for independent exploration. Either enjoy the
hotel facilities or join one of the many excursions offered at the hotel.
Day 5 Cairns. Enjoy a free morning at the hotel before transferring to the
MS Island Sky for embarkation.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy
Twin: £995 Single: £1295

and the local culture has been largely
unaffected by western influences. We
will learn of the customs, traditional
medicines, crafts and cooking styles.
Day 18 At Sea. Find a spot on deck
or relax with a book in the library as
we cruise towards Fiji.
Day 19 Yasawa Islands, Fiji. This
morning we will drop anchor
amongst the twenty islands of the
Yasawa group during lunch. In 1789
when Captain Bligh was set adrift
from the HMS Bounty he passed
by the Yasawa Islands from where

two war canoes were sent to pursue
them. They escaped and the waters
are still known as Bligh Water. Today
we can expect a friendlier welcome
as we find a spot on a secluded
beach to relax or enjoy a final
opportunity to snorkel and swim.
Day 20 Fiji to London. Disembark
this morning and transfer to the
airport for our scheduled indirect
flight to London. During this journey
we will gain a day as we cross the
International Date Line.

Price Includes: Three nights in Cairns with breakfast, dinner on day 3, full day tour to
Great Barrier Reef on day 3, gratuities, airport to hotel and hotel to ship transfers.
Not Included: Travel insurance, Australian visa, excursion on day 4.

Post-Cruise Fiji Extension

28th September to 2nd October 2019
If you would like to extend your time in Fiji, we are
offering a relaxing three night stay at the Lomani
Island Resort (or similar). Lomani is located in the
Mamanuca group of islands which are offshore
west of Fiji’s main island, Vitu Levi. The Mamanuca
islands are famous for their white sand beaches
and this boutique hotel features just 24 suites.

Day 21 London. Arrive this morning.

The Itinerary
PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Magellan

Standard

Columbus

Superior

Marco Polo

Premium

Marco Polo

Corner

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

Explorer

Owner’s Balcony Suites

Explorer

Island Suite

Magellan

Standard for sole use

Columbus

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price
£12295
£12595
£12795
£12995
£13795
£13995
£15495
£15495
£16495

Special Offer Price
£11795
£12095
£12295
£12495
£13295
£13495
£14995
£14995
£15995

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 17 nights aboard
the MS Island Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with
lunch & dinner • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore excursions
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Day 1 Fiji. Disembark this morning and transfer to the Lomani Island Resort
for a three night stay.
Days 2 & 3 Fiji. Two days at leisure to explore at your own pace.
Day 4 Fiji to London. After a free morning we transfer to the airport for our
scheduled indirect flight to London. During this journey we will gain a day as
we cross the International Date Line.
Day 5 London. Arrive this afternoon.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Beachfront Bure for double occupancy		
Beachfront Bure for sole occupancy			
Beachfront Pool Bure for double occupancy		
Beachfront Pool Bure for sole occupancy			

£1195
£1895
£1295
£1945

Price Includes: Three nights accommodation on a half board basis (breakfast
and dinner), orientation tour, gratuities, transfers to and from the resort using
local boats.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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MS Island Sky – Melanesian Odyssey

Exploring by Zodiac

Voyage to Cape Verde

An exploration of Morocco, Western Sahara & the Cape Verde Islands aboard the
MS Hebridean Sky with Guest Speaker Rear Admiral John Lippiett
5th to 18th October 2019

J

oin us aboard the wonderfully comfortable MS Hebridean Sky for
a journey that will take us from Portugal and then south to Cadiz
before we cruise along the Moroccan coast visiting Casablanca,
Essaouira and Agadir as well as the opportunity to take the road to
Marrakech for an overnight stay in this most enchanting ancient oasis
city. We continue our voyage to two little visited places along the coast
of Western Sahara, Laayoune and Dakhla. This region promises to be a
most memorable experience and, for those who enjoy visiting out of the
way places where tourists are a rarity, it is a unique opportunity.
Reaching the Cape Verde archipelago, we will island hop between
these remote islands and discover volcanic landscapes, colonial towns
and villages and beautiful beaches. It is a little world of its own, each
island having a distinct culture and atmosphere and an ideal region for
exploring by small ship.
Our voyage will be particularly enjoyable as it includes some daytime
sailing, allowing for time to relax on deck and attend the informative
lectures by our knowledgeable Guest Speaker who, along with the
excellent local guides will bring to life all we see.

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Lisbon, Portugal.
Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival
transfer to the MS Hebridean Sky and
enjoy welcome drinks and dinner. This
evening we set sail for Portimao.
Day 2 Portimao. This morning the MS
Hebridean Sky arrives on the Algarve
Coast at the fishing port of Portimao on
the banks of the Arade River. During a
morning call we head west to explore
the more rugged Algarve and discover
its place in history. We visit the historic
town of Lagos, its sturdy Medieval
walls testifying to its importance as a
15th century ship building and trading
post. We then head to wild headland
of Cabo Sao Vicente, its 200-foot cliffs
face the Atlantic waves and it lies at
the extreme south western corner of
Europe. At nearby Sagres, Henry the
Navigator built his school of Navigation
and it was from here that many sailors
set out to discover the New World.
Spend the afternoon on board as we
approach the coast of Andalucia.
Day 3 Cadiz, Spain. Spend the
morning in Cadiz. It is the oldest
surviving city in Spain and was founded
by the Phoenicians in 1100 BC and
later occupied by the Carthaginians,
Romans, Visigoths and Moors. During
our guided tour we will discover
the most beautiful monuments and
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landmarks of the city including the
Mudejar-style tobacco factory, Santo
Domingo Church, the Santa Catalina
Fortress and finally the Cathedral of
Cadiz and Diocesan Museum in the old
city. Return to the ship for lunch and an
afternoon of cruising.
Day 4 Casablanca for Marrakech,
Morocco. There will be a choice of
activities today. For those wishing to
see Casablanca, join a morning drive
during which we will visit the city’s most
important sights, including the Notre
Dame Cathedral and the Olive Market.
The highlight of our tour, however,
is a visit to the Hassan II Mosque,
the largest religious monument in
the world after Mecca. It took 3300
traditional Moroccan artisans to create
the beautiful mosaics, marble floors
and the splendid wood ceilings.
Return to the ship for lunch and a free
afternoon in the city.
Alternatively, you may wish to join an
overnight trip to Marrakech. Leaving
the ship after breakfast we will drive
inland to the “red city”. During our
time in Marrakech we will see the rich
monuments of this second imperial
city including the Koutoubia Minaret,
a symbol of the city for 800 years, the
Bahia Palace with its lovely courtyards,
late Moorish architecture and the

Saadian tombs including the royal
pavilion. We will have time to wander
in the souks, visit the Jemaa El Fna
square, the Marjorelle Gardens and
enjoy some wonderful meals in
local restaurants. Guests on this tour
will re-join the ship in Safi on day 5.

PORTUGAL

Lisbon
SPAIN
Portimao

Cadiz

Casablanca
Day 5 Safi. For those who have
MOROCCO
Safi
remained on board we will depart the
Marrakech
port of Safi and head along the coast
Agadir
to Essaouira. Founded in the 18th
century, Essaouira was built to be a
rival city to Agadir. Formerly known
Laayoune
El Marsa
as Mogador, meaning small fortress,
it was designed as a fortified town
surrounded by Vauban-style ramparts
Dakhla
and played a major role
WESTERN
as an international trading
SAHARA
seaport, linking Morocco
CAPE VERDE
ISLANDS
and sub-Saharan Africa
Sao Antao
with Europe and the
Sao Nicolau
Sal
rest of the world. On
Praia
our full day tour, we will
see the amazing mixture
of Portuguese and Berber
visit to the territory of Western Sahara.
architecture, the 16th century sea
Mostly consisting of flat desert, it is
bastions built to protect the city, the
one of the least populated regions
18th century Medina and in the Mellah
in the world. It makes for a really
we find the souks dedicated to gold,
interesting morning as we take in the
spices and fish. We enjoy a seafood
unique Spanish-Saharan architecture
lunch near the beach before returning
in the old town, visit the Roman
to the MS Hebridean Sky in Safi. Those
Catholic church, the Moulay Abdelaziz
who have travelled to Marrakech return
Mosque and see the food and artisan
to the ship this evening and once we
markets. Return to the ship for lunch
are all back on board we will set sail.
and an afternoon at sea.
Day 6 Agadir. This morning we arrive
Day 9 Dakhla. After a morning at sea
in southern Morocco in the vast bay
we arrive after lunch at Dakhla in the
of Agadir. A morning tour will include
far south of Western Sahara. The town
time at the Kasbah, built to defend
occupies a long peninsula which juts
the Atlantic shoreline and offering
out into the Atlantic and is well off
wonderful views over the coast, and
the traditional tourist routes. We will
the Talborjit Mosque. After some
drive along the lagoon, a paradise
time in the souk we will drive through
for migratory birds, before visiting a
the fertile Souss valley to the gold,
Sahraoui camp in the sand dunes. We
pink and orange tinted imperial city
will learn about the nomadic Sahraoui
of Taroudant, a past capital of the
culture, partake in a tea ceremony
Saadian dynasty. Explore the medina
and use the 4x4 vehicles to see the
with its souks and climb the red
stunning views from the top of the
ramparts and end with a visit to the
dunes. Return to the ship and sail this
Assarag and Tamaklotte Squares.
evening for the Cape Verde Islands.
After a local lunch we return to the
ship and sail this evening.
Day 10 At Sea. A day of relaxation.
Maybe join one of the on board
Day 7 At Sea. Spend a day relaxing.
lectures or enjoy a book on deck.
Day 8 El Marsa for Laayoune,
Day 11 Palmeira, Sal, Cape Verde.
Western Sahara. From the port of El
The island of Sal was relatively
Marsa drive across the sand dunes to
undeveloped until the mid-nineteenth
the city of Laayoune. There are not
century when the salt export business
many travellers who can boast of a
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Old City Wall, Taroudant

Santa Maria, Sal Island

Laayoune Desert, Western Sahara

was developed and this afternoon we
will visit one of the original sites
at Pedra de Lume. We will see the
saltpans, learn of the salt extraction
process and even have the chance
to float in the waters. Alternatively
transfer to the town of Santa Maria for
a relaxing afternoon swimming from
the beaches or exploring the local
shops for Cape Verdean crafts.
Day 12 Porto Novo, Sao Antao. We
have a full day on the most beautiful of
the islands, Sao Antao. Driving up the
old trading route, we pass the volcanic
crater ‘Cova’ with its agricultural
plantations and enjoy panoramic views
of the island before arriving in the
tiny picturesque mountain village of
Fontainhas, on the northern side of the
island. After lunch in the seaside village
of Ponta do Sol, we will take the coastal
road towards the greenest valley in the
archipelago, the valley of Paul. Here we

will enjoy a coffee break whilst learning
about the production of sugarcane on
the island. Also discover ‘Grogue’, the
national drink of the islands and have
a taste of it at the oldest traditional
Grogue distillery of the island.
Day 13 Tarrafal, Sao Nicolau. Sao
Nicolau is a charming, peaceful and
attractive island of plantations, small
holdings and busy farming villages.
On our tour we will drive through a
spectacular landscape towards the
historical capital Ribeira Brava. Here
we will discover the lively centre of
the island which reflects the character
of the people and learn why Ribeira
Brava was the bedrock of Cape
Verdean intellect in the 19th century.
Day 14 Praia, Sao Tiago to London.
Disembark after breakfast and transfer
to the airport for our return flight to
London via Lisbon.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £400 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Amundsen

Standard

£ Byrd

Superior

Mawson

Premium

Mawson

Corner

Scott

Deluxe Balcony

Shackleton

Owner’s Balcony

Shackleton

Hebridean

Amundsen

Standard for sole use

Byrd

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£6795

£6395

£7395

£6995

£6995
£7695
£7995
£8495
£8995
£6795
£6995

£6595

2nd to 5th October 2019

For those who would like to spend some time in Portugal prior to embarking
the MS Hebridean Sky, we have arranged a three-night extension at the
beautiful Palacio Estoril Hotel, located a short distance from Lisbon. Our stay
will include a half day tour of Lisbon and the remainder of the time will be
yours to explore at leisure.

Palacio Estoril Hotel
Located in the heart of Estoril, just 20 minutes from the centre of Lisbon, the
Palacio is set in beautiful gardens with outstanding views over Estoril and the
Reykjavik
Bay of Cascais. The Palacio has been updated and has benefited from several
refurbishments and renovations. Today, it offers all the comfort and convenience
of a modern luxury five-star hotel while retaining all its charm of the past. During
the Second World War, due to Portugal’s neutrality several royal families went
into exile in Estoril, which became known as the ‘Coast of Kings’. The Palacio
Estoril Hotel was the chosen home of numerous members of European royalty
and was also the haunt of British and German spies, who could often be found
in its bar. Later, these stories of intrigue and espionage inspired famous novelists
and filmmakers and the hotel served as the set for the James Bond movie ‘On
Her Majesty’s Secret Service’. In February 2011, the Royal Gallery was created
where you can view photographs of the important members of European royalty
who stayed at the hotel and the gallery is now one of Estoril’s tourist attractions.

£7295
£7595
£8095
£8595
£6395
£6595

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 13 nights aboard the
MS Hebridean Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch &
dinner • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia onboard team • Gratuities • Transfers
• Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Pre-Cruise Estoril Extension

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £545 Single: £745
Price Includes: Three nights accommodation in a classic room at the Palacio Estoril
Hotel with breakfast, half day tour of Lisbon, transfers from airport to hotel and hotel
to ship, all taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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Australian Coastal Discovery

An expedition from Papua New Guinea to Melbourne exploring Australia’s many wonders
aboard the MS Caledonian Sky with Guest Speaker Martin Sixsmith
14th October to 5th November 2019

W

hat is the best way to see Australia? To us the answer is simple, by sea. After all the vast majority
of interest to see is either on Australia’s islands, coast or immediate hinterland, and travelling
by sea on a small ship with a fleet of Zodiacs opens up the area in the most perfect way. The next big
question is which itinerary, the country is so large it’s impossible to include all points of interest unless
you are prepared to invest a number of months. We believe the best option is an itinerary that takes you
from the extreme north of Queensland to the far south in the state of Victoria. After this the decisions
come a little easier. Do we plan a mixture of the usual cities, towns and tourist haunts or do we
concentrate our time on Australia’s unique natural world. Our view is most certainly the latter, so much
about this fascinating country’s wildlife, geology and culture is unique and we have therefore designed
this expedition to incorporate remote islands, natural parks and stunning landscapes allowing us to
begin to understand what makes this vast New World so endlessly fascinating.
We will travel from Port Moresby in Papua New Guinea to Thursday Island, the most northerly point
of Australia and from the very top of Australia we will journey all the way to its bottom. A momentous
voyage along the entire length of its Pacific Ocean coast. In the Torres Strait islands archipelago,
Australia’s most northern frontier, life moves slowly and centuries old cultures are passed down in song.
From Cape York we journey south visiting remote communities each with their own culture, seeing
indigenous rock-art and exploring some fascinating national parks.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Thursday
Island

Cape York
Piper Islands
Cape Melville
National Park
Cooktown

Port Moresby

Lizard Island
Dunk Island
Hinchinbrook Island
Whitsundays
Great Keppel
Island
Fraser Island

AUSTRALIA

Hunter Valley
Newcastle
Melbourne

Batemans Bay
Eden

Wilsons Promontory

Our Zodiacs will be so valuable as we explore the off shore islands of the Great Barrier Reef, landing on
remote beaches and taking in the sights which have not changed since Captain Cook landed here in the 18th century. There will be so many
intriguing places to see as we make our way south, Dunk Island with its spectacular rainforest, the pristine Whitsundays in the heart of the
Barrier Reef and Fraser Island, the largest sand island in the world and a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Leaving the Queensland coast we enter New South Wales, a state with an equally splendid scenery and wildlife as well as some famous
vineyards and botanic gardens, and lastly on to the state of Victoria. Here, Wilson’s Promontory awaits, Australia’s most southerly national park
and a drive along the Great Ocean Road, surely Australia’s most scenic journey. Our journey ends in the cosmopolitan city of Melbourne, having
taken us some 2000 miles by sea. Travelling with our team of experts and being joined by guides and naturalists along the way will make for a
magical and enlightening experience ‘Down Under’.

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Singapore. Fly by
scheduled flight.
Day 2 Singapore. Arrive this
afternoon and transfer to our hotel
for an overnight stay. The remainder
of the day is free for independent
exploration or to relax and enjoy the
hotel facilities.
Day 3 Singapore to Port Moresby,
Papua New Guinea. Spend the
morning at leisure. In the early
afternoon we will take a city tour
including the 53 hectare Botanical
Garden and National Orchid Garden
which displays over 1000 species of
orchids. Continue to the exotic streets
and stalls of “Little India” before
visiting Kampong Glam, Thian Hock
Keng Temple and the Sri Mariamman
Hindu Temple in Chinatown. After the
tour we transfer to the airport for our
scheduled flight to Port Moresby.
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Day 4 Port Moresby. Arrive this
morning and transfer to our hotel
where day rooms will be ready for
our use. In the late afternoon we will
transfer to the MS Caledonian Sky
which is moored in the city and sail
this evening.
Day 5 At Sea. Take the chance to relax
on board, join the lecture programme
or find a spot on deck.
Day 6 Thursday Island & Cape York,
Australia. Our Australian voyage
starts on Thursday Island in the Torres
Strait. The island’s hidden past will be
revealed on a coach tour this morning.
Step back in time with a visit to Green
Hill Fort, which was built in response
to a Russian War scare. Once used
as munitions storage space, the fort’s
underground tunnels and rooms today
house the Torres Strait Museum, where
you can see informative displays on

the region’s pearling, shipping and
military history. Continue to the Gab
Titui Cultural Centre where we receive
an insight into the Aboriginal art and
culture of the Torres Strait islanders
which depict myths and legends. Over
lunch we will reposition to Cape York
and, if weather permits, land on the
northernmost tip of the Australian
mainland.
Day 7 Piper Islands, Queensland.
Cruising along the Cape York
Peninsula we arrive at the Piper Islands
National Park. These five islands are
owned by the Kuuku Ya’u aboriginal
people who have given us permission
to visit. The islands are made up of
low, vegetated cays and support over
75 species of seabirds, shorebirds and
forest birds including terns, piedimperial pigeons and beach stonecurlews whilst the islands support one
of the largest roosting population

of black noddy in Queensland. This
is also an important nesting area for
hawksbill turtle and green turtles
have also been spotted in the waters
around the island. We will use our
Zodiacs to explore the coastline and
land for nature walks.
Day 8 Cape Melville National Park.
Anchor this morning in Bathurst Bay,
our gateway to the Cape Melville
National Park. This is one of Australia’s
more remote national parks and is
best accessed by sea. The park mixes
rainforest, mangroves, heathlands and
woodland and isolation has produced
a high proportion of endemic plants
not found elsewhere in Australia,
including foxtail palms which decorate
the boulder strewn from the Melville
Range. We will also keep an eye out
for wildlife, whilst birders can search
for beach stone-curlews and red-tailed
black cockatoo. Return to the ship for
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channel is home to mangroves and
wildlife including snubfin dolphins
and dugongs.

Day 9 Lizard Island. Designated as a
National Park in 1937 and a Marine
Park in 1974, Lizard Island boasts a
wonderful number of natural wonders
and is a lovely place to spend a day.
The island was first visited by Captain
Cook in 1770 and he named it after
the large number of lizards he found
here. We will use our Zodiacs to land
on one of the sandy beaches where
our naturalists will lead nature walks
along the islands trails. Keen birders
can keep an eye out for lesser golden
plovers and pied imperial pigeons
whilst we may see the yellow spotted
monitor or another of the eleven
species of lizard that reside here.
Meanwhile the fringing reef offers a
chance to snorkel and we may see the
“Clam Garden” where we find giant
clams up to two metres long living
among an array of hard and soft coral.
Those feeling active may wish to take
a strenuous walk to the top of Cook’s
Look, the highest point on the island
at 363 metres offering wonderful
views over the island group and reef.

Day 12 Whitsundays. Located in the
heart of the Great Barrier Reef are
the 74 islands of the Whitsundays.
Surrounded by warm tropical waters
the majority of the islands are
uninhabited and remain pristine and
untouched. After a morning at sea we
will anchor over lunch in one of the
stunning bays and use our Zodiacs
to land. From here our onboard
naturalists will lead nature walks
through the forests where we may see
brush turkeys, goannas and wallabies.
Alternatively enjoy a swim or relax on
one of the sandy beaches.

Day 10 Cooktown. Modern day
Cooktown is located on the site
where, in 1770, Captain Cook brought
the Endeavour for repairs after
damaging the ship on the offshore
reefs. Known as Waymbuurr in the
native aboriginal language, it was a
popular meeting place for the local
tribes and when Cook arrived it was
the first recorded meaningful meeting
between the indigenous Australian
population and Europeans. A morning
walk will include the James Cook
Museum, housed in a 19th century
convent and showcasing the history
of the town from Cook’s arrival to
the Palmer gold rush period of the
late nineteenth century as well as
insight into the culture and history
of the indigenous Guugu Yimithiir
aborigines. Also see the 150 hectare
botanical gardens before we return
to the ship for lunch and spend the
afternoon at sea.
Day 11 Dunk Island & Hinchinbrook
Island. Spend the morning on
Dunk Island, a tropical rainforest
island and the largest island in the
Family Islands National Park. Known
as Coonanglebah to the Djiru
Aboriginal people, which translates
as “the island of peace and plenty”,
it sums up this lovely location. On
nature walks through the eucalypt
forest we will keep an eye for the
many species of birds, with over 100
species having been recorded on
the island. Over lunch we will sail
the short distance to Hinchinbrook
Island where we plan to Zodiac in the
Hinchinbrook Channel. Flanked by
mountains on the island the scenic
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Day 13 Great Keppel Island. After a
morning at sea we arrive during lunch
at Great Keppel Island, situated just
above the Tropic of Capricorn and
one of the 18 islands of the Keppel
group. Fringed by turquoise waters,
hard coral reefs and sun drenched
beaches it looks like a perfect tropical
island. On land the island covers
over 1500 hectares with 90% of the
interior made up of native bushland
and winding walking trails which is
abundant with wildlife. More than
100 species of bird life have been
recorded including kookaburras,
ospreys, beach curlews and rainbow
lorikeets. We will spend the afternoon
on nature walks, snorkelling on the
reef or maybe choose to relax on one
of the sandy beaches.
Day 14 Fraser Island. At over
184,000 hectares Fraser Island is the
largest sand island in the world and
a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Created over hundreds of thousands
of years by sand blown from the
Australian mainland it is a wonder of
freshwater lakes, crystal clear creeks
and immense dunes of coloured
sands which continue to evolve. It is
also the only place in the world where
rainforests are found growing on sand
dunes whilst the wallum heaths on the
islands interior provide magnificent
displays of wildflowers in the spring.
On shore we can see a profusion of
wildlife including the infamous dingo
whilst the waters are home to dugong
and dolphins. The Great Sandy Strait
that divides the island from the
mainland is a recognised wetland area
with mangrove colonies, seagrass
beds and thousands of migratory
seabirds. We will anchor in Kingfisher
Bay and spend the day exploring this
natural wonder on an island tour.

MS Caledonian Sky – Australian Coastal Discovery

lunch and this afternoon we will find a
spot to lower the Zodiacs for a swim
or snorkel on one of the nearby reefs.

Dunk Island

Great Barrier Reef

Rainbow lorikeet, Great Keppel Island

Rock wallaby

Whitsundays
Aboriginal rock art

Day 15 At Sea. Spend the day at sea
as we sail towards New South Wales.
Day 16 Expedition Cruising. As we
continue our journey along the New
South Wales coast our Captain and
Expedition Leader will keep a lookout
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Kangaroo, Batemans Bay

Dugong
Ben Boyd National Park

for a suitable landing. We hope we
will be able to use Zodiacs to access
the sandy beach at Trial Bay where
we can visit the gaol that was built in
1886 located in the Arakoon National
Park. The gaol was originally used to
house prisoners brought to the area
to build a breakwater in the harbour
whilst later, during the First World
War, it became an internment camp
for people of German descent in
Australia. Enjoy the views from the
sentry house or maybe take a walk
through the surrounding forest of the
National Park where we hope to spot
Kangaroos. If we cannot land at Trial
Bay we will look for alternate options
on the coastline.
Day 17 Newcastle for Hunter Valley.
Founded in 1804 Newcastle grew as a
major centre for exporting coal which
was delivered along the Hunter River to
the port. Today it is not only renowned
for its historical heritage, but also as a
popular gateway to the Hunter Valley,
one of the finest wine regions in New
South Wales and one of Australia’s
oldest wine producing areas. James
Busby is credited for starting the wine
industry here way back in 1824 and
today the region boasts a wide variety
of winemaking styles from traditional to
modern. After a scenic drive we will visit
a vineyard where we will enjoy tastings
of the famed Hunter Valley Semillon.
Alternatively, spend time in Newcastle
and see the Christ Church Cathedral,
Nobby’s Headland and Lighthouse,
Honeysuckle Harbour and the Art Deco
Civic Centre.
Day 18 Batemans Bay. This morning
we cruise up the Clyde River into
Batemans Bay. The expansive waterway
at the mouth of the Clyde River was
named by Cook on his voyage of
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discovery along this coast in 1770.
However it was not until well into
the 19th century that the township
of Batemans Bay appeared. While
Batemans Bay is the largest on the
coast south of Nowra, it maintains its
small town atmosphere. We will visit
the Eurobodalla Botanic Gardens
and historic Mogo where the rustic
atmosphere has been preserved
resulting in a quaint village in which
you can find a wide variety of unusual
and attractive craft and antique items.
Meanwhile in Mogo State Forest we
can walk in the bush for sightings
of kookaburras, rosellas and black
cockatoos. Alternatively, a full day
tour to Canberra will cross the Great
Dividing Range to the Australian
Capital Territory. Here we will visit the
Australian Parliament buildings and
have some free time to explore the
capital city.
Day 19 Eden. Cruise this morning
into the port of Eden situated in
magnificent Twofold Bay, the third
deepest natural harbour in the
Southern Hemisphere. A morning
excursion will take us to the Ben Boyd
National Park, a stunning coastal
park of sheltered inlets, Aboriginal
middens, historic buildings and
wildlife. There will be a choice of
walks for all levels and the chance to
visit Boyd’s Tower, reach the lookouts
with views over the Pacific Ocean
where, at this time of year, we may see
humpback whales on their migration
back to Antarctica or watch for white
bellied sea eagles in the skies. We
will also have some free time in Eden
when you may visit the Killer Whale
Museum to learn more about the
whaling history of the region and the
unique relationship between whalers
and the wild killer whales. Alternatively

find a spot to try some of the region’s
famous oysters.
Day 20 Wilsons Promontory. After
a morning at sea we arrive in the
Gippsland area of Victoria. Wilsons
Promontory is mainland Australia’s
southernmost National Park, an
isolated area of granite headlands,
with unique vegetation and geology.
The park is affectionately known as
“The Prom”, and is famous for its
abundance of native animals, birds,
reptiles and plants, magnificent
beaches and thick coastal forest. After
using the Zodiacs to land on one of
the beaches our onboard naturalists
will lead a series of nature walks.
Day 21 Melbourne. Today we have
a choice of excursions. Embark on
a full day tour of the Great Ocean
Road. On this glorious coastal drive
we enjoy a treetop walk at the Otway

Rainforest and marvel at the amazing
rock formations of the Port Campbell
National Park, including the Twelve
Apostles and Loch Ard Gorge. Along
the way we see pristine beaches
and rugged rocky outcrops of the
Great Ocean Road and make a stop
at Kenneth River to spot koalas. We
return to the ship later this evening.
Alternatively enjoy a morning visit
to Cloude Hill Gardens located
in the Dandenongs. This historic
working garden redesigned in the
1990s, should be in spring bloom.
Return to the ship for lunch and enjoy
an afternoon at leisure. We moor
overnight.
Day 22 Melbourne to London. After
breakfast we will transfer to Melbourne
airport for our scheduled indirect flight
to London.
Day 23 London. Arrive this morning.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Castle

Standard		
£12395

Brochure Price

Caledonian Superior		
£12395
Promenade Premium		
£13495
Bridge

Deluxe Balcony 		
£14395

Promenade Premium Balcony		
£14395
Promenade Owners Corner Suite with balcony		
£14395
Castle

Standard for sole use		
£14395

Caledonian Superior for sole use		
£14395

Special Offer Price
£11895
£11895
£12995
£13895
£13895
£13895
£13895
£13895

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel

accommodation in Singapore with breakfast • 18 nights aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
on full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Noble
Caledonia expedition team • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.
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National Orchid Garden, Singapore

Tribesman

Rondon Ridge

Victoria Crowned Pigeon

Pre-Cruise Extension to the Western Highlands of Papua New Guinea
11th to 17th October 2019

Before our expedition aboard the MS Caledonian Sky begins, we are offering the
opportunity to join a pre-cruise extension to the Western Highlands where there
will be the opportunity to discover local tribes and learn more of their traditions,
visit villages where the locals practice subsistence farming and to witness the
diversity of cultures.
Rondon Ridge, Western Highlands Province
Located 7100 feet above sea level and near the town of Mount Hagen, on the
outer fringes of the Kubor Range, lies Rondon Ridge which boasts panoramic
views of the Wahgi Valley below. The surrounding area is pristine rainforest and
home to numerous orchid and bird species. The lodge has hours of walking
trails providing ample opportunity to explore the unique ecology of this area.
While staying at Rondon Ridge, there will be excursions which will take you on
a journey through the traditions and customs of the local Melpa People. Guests
are accommodated in twelve tastefully appointed rooms with modern en-suite
bathrooms. Rondon Ridge has 24- hour, eco-friendly electricity, provided by its
own hydroelectric power plant that generates clean, natural energy from a nearby
mountain stream.

The Itinerary

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £1795 Single: £2095

Day 1 London to Singapore. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Singapore. Arrive this morning and transfer to our hotel for an overnight
stay. The remainder of the day is free to explore independently.

Sydney

Day 3 Singapore to Mount Hagen, Papua New Guinea. Enjoy a leisurely morning
to either explore independently or relax at the hotel. In the afternoon we will visit
the 53 hectare botanical garden and National Orchid Garden before we transfer to
the airport for our scheduled flight to Mount Hagen via Port Moresby.
Day 4 Mount Hagen. On arrival in Mount Hagen you will be met and transferred
to your lodge for a three-night stay. Spend the rest of the day at leisure or join a
nature walk.
Days 5 & 6 Rondon Ridge, Western Highlands. We have two full days to explore
the Highlands and learn of the unique culture and traditions of the tribes in the
region. We will visit villages with our knowledgeable local guides and learn more
about the fascinating birdlife of the Highlands.
Day 7 Mount Hagen to Port Moresby. After breakfast, check out and transfer to
Mount Hagen airport for your flight to Rabaul via Port Moresby. On arrival transfer
to the MS Caledonian Sky.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, three nights accommodation at
Rondon Ridge including meals, Tour Manager, transfers, port taxes and airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.

Post-Cruise Sydney Extension
4th to 8th November 2019

If you would like to spend some more
time in Australia after disembarking the
MS Caledonian Sky, we have arranged a
three night extension in Sydney.
Blue Mountains

The Itinerary

Day 1 Melbourne to Sydney. Disembark this
morning and transfer to the airport for our
scheduled flight to Sydney. On arrival transfer
to our central hotel for a three night stay. The
remainder of the day is free for independent
exploration.
Days 2 & 3 Sydney. Enjoy two days to explore at
your own pace. See the Harbour Bridge, Opera
House and Botanical Gardens. Maybe take a
harbour cruise, visit one of the nearby beaches
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at Bondi or Manly or travel inland to see the Blue
Mountains.
Day 4 Sydney to London. Transfer to the airport
for your scheduled indirect flight to London.
Day 5 London. Arrive today.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £995 Single: £1395
Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air
travel from Melbourne to Sydney, three nights
accommodation in Sydney with breakfast, airport
taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.
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Pre & Post-Cruise Extensions

Wilderness & Wonders of
Tasmania & New Zealand
A voyage from Melbourne to Auckland aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
with Guest Speaker Martin Sixsmith
1st to 24th November 2019

T

he world’s smallest continent has it all. Extraordinary wildlife,
unique flora, forests which appear to go on forever, rolling
pastureland, vineyards, plantations, mountains, rivers, and dramatic
coastal scenery. Nowhere is this more true than on the island of
Tasmania which, due to its isolated position, has retained a refreshingly
‘untouched’ feel both in its landscape and heritage.

AUSTRALIA
Melbourne
King Island
Burnie Launceston
Cradle Mountain
Bicheno
National Park
Freycinet National Park
Hobart
Maria Island
Port Arthur
TASMANIA

White
Island
Auckland
Tauranga
Rotorua
Ship Cove
Resolution Bay

Napier
Wellington

Akaroa NEW ZEALAND
Ulva
Island
Dunedin
Stewart
Island

The old cliché of ‘more British than the British’ sits easily with Tasmania,
where the predominant settlers were Anglo-Saxon in origin. Due to its small
population and remoteness, the island has been by-passed by any massive economic
development and the result for the visitor is sheer bliss. Unlike most of Australia, where the old
has been torn down and replaced with new, Tasmania has a wealth of historic homes and buildings. During our seven days exploring the
island we will spend time on Maria Island, a special place with historical ruins and remarkable wildlife and we will also discover Port Arthur
with its impressive architecture and delightful gardens. To experience the Tasmanian Wilderness, which is recognised by UNESCO, there
will be opportunities to join guided walks with our naturalists through the Freycinet National Park and the iconic Cradle Mountain National
Park with its rich vegetation of ancient rainforests and alpine heaths.
After crossing the Tasman Sea, we begin our exploration of New Zealand which will include three islands off the usual cruise route, Ulva
Island, Stewart Island and White Island. In addition we will explore New Zealand’s capital of Wellington, Dunedin’s 19th century buildings
and botanical gardens, the Art Deco town of Napier and the famous thermal springs at Rotorua.
Our voyage aboard the all-suite MS Caledonian Sky has been perfectly timed for the spring when temperatures will be comfortable for touring with
the added advantage that flowers should be in bloom. The itinerary is brimming with highlights and includes a wonderful balance of history, culture,
flora, fauna and architecture. With the added advantage of our Zodiac landing craft we will be able to land in otherwise inaccessible places making
the most of the region’s extraordinary natural attractions and our knowledge will be enhanced by the expert onboard team.

The Itinerary
Days 1 & 2 London to Melbourne,
Australia. Fly by scheduled indirect
flight.
Day 3 Melbourne. Arrive this morning
and transfer to our central hotel for
an overnight stay. The remainder of
the day is free to explore the city
independently or relax after our
journey and enjoy the hotel facilities.
Day 4 Melbourne. After breakfast in
the hotel join a full day tour of the
Great Ocean Road. On this glorious
coastal drive we will visit Bells Beach,
spot koalas in the wild, enjoy a guided
tour of the Otways Rainforest and
marvel at the amazing rock formations
of the Port Campbell National Park,
including the Twelve Apostles and
Loch Ard Gorge. Along the way we
see pristine beaches and rugged rocky
outcrops of the Great Ocean Road.
We will arrive at the MS Caledonian
Sky later in the afternoon where we
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will enjoy welcome drinks and dinner
before sailing tonight.
Day 5 King Island, Tasmania. Located
in the Bass Strait which separates
Tasmania with Victoria lies King
Island, a peaceful paradise with
rugged coastlines, beautiful beaches
and wonderful nature walks. King
Island’s largest town is Currie, with
700 residents, set on a scenic harbour
with amazing views of the vast
Southern Ocean. Currie has a history
of shipwreck salvage, agriculture
and fishing, with a sleepy seaside
village atmosphere. On our tour
we will see the Currie Lighthouse
which was built in the 1870s to help
prevent shipwrecks in a dangerous
stretch of water known as the ‘Eye
of the Needle’ and still stands guard
over the ocean today. For nature
lovers, Seal Rocks State Reserve has
stunning cliffs and calcified forests
to explore whilst Lavinia Nature

Reserve has wetland bird habitats.
Meanwhile food lovers will enjoy the
King Island Dairy which produces a
wide range of award winning specialty
cheeses.
Day 6 Burnie & Cradle Mountain
National Park. We arrive on the main
island of Tasmania at the north western
port of Burnie. Settled as an industrial
port by the Van Diemans Land company
in the early 19th century it was a centre
for the timber industry. Today, whilst
many of the bigger firms have moved
away, the town retains a number of
artisans producing delicious foods,
hand-made paper and single malt
whiskey. A morning tour will include
the Makers Workshop which honours
the town’s history as well as visiting
the nearby Emu Valley Rhodedendron
Gardens and Fern Glade Nature
Reserve and ending at the boutique
Hellyers Whiskey distillery. Return to the
ship for lunch and enjoy a free afternoon

to explore further. Alternatively join a full
day tour to Cradle Mountain National
Park part of the Tasmanian Wilderness
World Heritage Area and one of the
islands iconic sites. Here we find rich
vegetation including grasslands and
rainforest with many endemic plants and
trees offering a rich habitat for wildlife
including Tasmanian devils and birds.
We will have time to walk at Dove Lake
to see the wonderful views of Cradle
Mountain whilst the active may wish to
tackle the summit.
Day 7 Launceston. One of Australia’s
oldest cities, Launceston is situated at
the meeting of the North and South
Esk rivers, where the Tamar River
begins its journey to Bass Strait, and
has one of the best-preserved early
cityscapes in Australia with its elegant
colonial and Victorian architecture and
century-old parks. On a full day tour
we have the morning to enjoy some
sightseeing around the city taking
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King Island

Melbourne
Koala

Twelve Apostles, Great Ocean Road

Launceston

in the architecture of the historical
buildings and the gardens that lace
the streets. We will then take to the
water. The Tamar River once served
the city of Launceston as a major
shipping and transport ‘highway’
and remains central to the lifestyle
of more than a quarter of Tasmania’s
population. Steeped in romance and
studded with tales of bushrangers,
we will enjoy a cruise along the river
and through the magnificent Cataract
Gorge and learn about the fascinating
collection of history, fauna and people
of this region. We will return to the
ship via one of the vineyards of the
Tamar Valley which is renowned as one
of the premium wine growing regions
of Tasmania and where we will enjoy
a tasting.
Day 8 Bicheno & Freycinet National
Park. The fishing village of Bicheno will
be our base for the day and is known
for its safe beaches and interesting
coastal walks which include its
famous Rocking Rock and spectacular
blowholes. This morning we will
explore the Freycinet National Park.
The majestic beauty of Freycinet’s
granite mountains and white, sandy
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beaches have long been admired by
naturalists, artists and writers and the
area was reserved as a National Park
in 1916. From Great Oyster Bay we will
see the stunning red and pink granite
peaks known as The Hazards and later
take a short trek to the lookout for
views over the iconic, picture postcard,
Wineglass Bay. This evening, after
dark, we will make our way to the
local beach and watch hundreds of
fairy penguins as they come ashore in
Bicheno crossing the beach to their
burrows.
Day 9 Maria Island. Be on deck first
thing this morning as we cruise by the
Iles de Phoques, a small island which is
home to huge numbers of Australian
fur seals, that haul onto the rocks, whilst
we may also see sea eagles on the
cliffs. We will continue to Maria Island
National Park which is perhaps best
known as the site of Tasmania’s second
penal settlement which opened in
1821. By the early 1830s it was decided
that the site was too expensive to be
viable so the convicts were returned
to the penitentiaries of the mainland
and the whalers, sealers, farmers and
smugglers moved in. Today the only

reminder is the remains of the penal
settlement in Darlington, however
Maria Island is also home to diverse
flora and fauna including reintroduced
animals such as forester kangaroos,
Bennetts wallabies, Tasmanian native
hens and Cape Barren geese that had
been wiped out during the European
occupation. The very things that made
the island a convict settlement, now
make it an ideal refuge for plant and
animal species that are under threat
elsewhere. The island’s ranger and our
onboard team will lead a number of
walks on the island whilst, if weather
permits, we may be able to use Zodiacs
to see the sandstone “Painted Cliffs”.

This voyage has
been perfectly
timed for the
spring when
temperatures will
be comfortable
for touring
with the added
advantage that
flowers should
be in bloom.
The itinerary
is brimming
with highlights
and includes
a wonderful
balance of
history, culture,
flora, fauna and
architecture.

Day 10 Port Arthur & Hobart. Named
after Van Diemen’s Land Lieutenant
Governor, George Arthur, Port Arthur
started as a timber station in 1830,
but it is best known for being a penal
colony. From 1833, until 1853, it was
the destination for the hardest of
convicted British and Irish criminals,
those who were secondary offenders
having re-offended after their arrival in
Australia. Our full day tour will include
the penitentiary which housed 480
convicts. We will view the dockyard
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and also have time to explore the
beautiful gardens and grounds
surrounding the complex. After our
visit we will take the scenic drive to
Hobart where the ship will have sailed
to meet us. Our journey will take us
via Eaglehawk Neck, the thin strip of
land that connects the Tasman and
Forestier Peninsula and was once
guarded by the “dog line” which
prevented convicts escaping from Port
Arthur to the main island. Also see the
striking geological formations at the
Tasman’s Arch, Tessellated Pavement
and Devil’s Kitchen. This evening you
may wish to take an after dinner stroll
in Hobart’s Salamanca Place to enjoy
the bustling waterfront area.
Day 11 Hobart. Tasmania’s capital was
founded in 1804 as a penal colony but
today Hobart is a cosmopolitan city.
We have a day to explore the city and
surrounding areas on a choice of tours.
Maybe learn more about the history of
the city built by the early convicts. See
the cathedral, the old gaol and treasury
and end in the wharves Salamanca built
for the whaling industry. Alternatively
take a journey to the summit of Mount
Wellington measuring 4,000 feet with
wonderful views over the city returning
via the Royal Botanical Gardens built
along the Derwent River. Created in
1818 they are home to an extensive
collection of native flora. Maybe enjoy a
taste of the local beers at the Cascade
Brewery situated in the foothills of
Mount Wellington. Built in 1824 by
ex-convict Peter Degraves, the use of
local water and Tasmanian barley has
created an award winning beer. Further
afield is the Mount Field National Park,
a World Heritage Site, where we can
take guided walks in the diverse range
of vegetation, ranging from tall swamp
gum forests and massive tree ferns
at the base of the mountain, through
rainforest to alpine vegetation at the
higher elevations as well as waterfalls.
Return to the MS Caledonian Sky as we
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clear customs formalities and depart
Australia this evening.
Days 12 to 14 At Sea. We have three
days to cross the Tasman Sea which
divides Australia from New Zealand.
Our lecture programme continues in
the lounge whilst you may prefer to
relax in the library or find a spot on
deck to watch for wildlife.
Day 15 Bluff & Stewart Island, New
Zealand. We arrive into Bluff at dawn
where we will clear New Zealand
customs and immigration formalities.
We then continue to Stewart Island,
New Zealand’s third island which
is well off the usual beaten tourist
track, arriving in the late morning. It
is a wonderfully tranquil place, the
scenery of untouched bushland is
stunning. Depending on our arrival
time we hope to spend time on Ulva
Island where we will use Zodiacs to
go ashore for a choice of walks with
our local guides. We will explore the
dense vegetation and keep an eye out
for the amazing birdlife. Later we will
land at Oban on Stewart Island and
have the chance to wander amongst
the shops and see the museum or join
a drive along some of the 15 miles of
sealed road to some of the beauty
spots including Observation Rock with
views over Iona and Ulva Island and
the beaches lining the East coast.
Day 16 Dunedin. Arrive this morning
in Dunedin and enjoy a guided tour
including the gracious 19th century
buildings and the beautiful botanical
gardens, the oldest in New Zealand
containing over 6800 plant species.
Alternatively, choose to drive to the
Otago Peninsula to visit Penguin Place
where we learn about the breeding and
conservation programme of the rare
Yellow-eyed penguins as well as the
Royal Albatross Centre at Taiaroa Head.
This afternoon is free for independent
exploration or maybe choose to join

the optional excursion on the Taieri
Gorge Railway through the rugged and
spectacular scenery of inland Otago.
Day 17 Akaroa. Akaroa meaning,
‘Long Harbour’, in Maori, was founded
by French whaling Captain Jean
Langlois on his ship Cachelot in 1838.
He returned in 1840 with 60 settlers
on the Comte de Paris to create a
French colony. We will arrive over
breakfast and this morning have
a choice of excursions including a
dolphin watching trip using local boats
to explore the scenic coastline and
search for the rare Hector’s dolphin
or a guided historic walk in Akaroa
and through the native bush of the
Garden of Tane. We also hope to
offer a chance to visit a working farm
in the countryside outside the town.
We will hear about the history of the
farm, have demonstrations of sheep
shearing and see the working dogs in
action as well as enjoying tea in the
farm grounds. Or if you prefer you can
simply wander in the town and enjoy
the local atmosphere. Return to the
ship for lunch and an afternoon at sea.
Day 18 Wellington. Arrive this
morning in the nation’s capital as we
explore the city from our central berth.
A morning tour will include St Paul’s
Cathedral, the parliament buildings, a
stroll through the Botanical Gardens
and spend time in the excellent
Te Papa National Museum of New
Zealand with its impressive interactive
displays and marvellous Maori
collection. Return to the ship for lunch
and spend an afternoon at sea.
Day 19 Resolution Bay & Ship Cove.
Sail through the Marlborough Sounds
which divide the North and South
Islands of New Zealand and arrive in
the early morning at Resolution Bay
on the South Island. Keen walkers
can enjoy a longer hike over to Ship
Cove along the Queen Charlotte

Track affording fantastic views over the
archipelago of islands. Alternatively
alight a little later at Ship Cove where
Captain James Cook spent much of
his time in New Zealand, view the
monument dedicated to Cook, or
maybe walk the forest trail to the
nearby waterfall. Return to the ship for
lunch and spend the afternoon at sea
as we sail back to the North Island.
Cape Kidnappers

Day 20 Napier. We spend the day
in Napier and join a tour of the town
which will include its charming Art
Deco buildings. Totally rebuilt after the
1931 Hawkes Bay earthquake, it has
enormous style. Nowhere else can you
see such a variety of buildings in the
styles of the 1930s - Stripped Classical,
Spanish Mission, and above all Art
Deco, the style of the 20th century.
Napier’s Art Deco is unique, with Maori
motifs and the buildings of Louis
Hay, admirer of the great Frank Lloyd
Wright. Walk along Marine Parade, see
the Botanical Gardens and take in the
view from Bluff Hill Lookout. We will
also take the chance to enjoy a tasting
of some of Hawkes Bay’s famous
wines. This afternoon is free to explore
further independently or maybe join
the excursion to the gannetry at Cape
Kidnappers where you are able to get
amazingly close to the birds. The 13
hectare reserve includes the Saddle
and Black Reef gannet colonies.
Day 21 White Island. This morning our
lecture programme continues as we sail
arriving just after lunch at White Island.
Weather permitting there will be an
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excursion to explore the active volcano
on White Island, identifiable by the
plume of steam continually spouting
from its crater. The sights are surreal:
the main crater with towering walls,
steaming vents, and hissing fumaroles,
glittering yellow sulphur crystals,
bubbling mud pools and a spectacular
steaming lake. This call is well off the
usual cruise routes and we will use the
Zodiacs to reach the island and then
take a guided walk to the crater.
Day 22 Tauranga for Rotorua. From our
berth in Tauranga we drive inland to
the famous thermal springs at Rotorua.
Discover Wai-O-Tapu, meaning Sacred
Waters, an active geothermal area
with colourful hot springs, steaming
ground and boiling mud pools. Marvel
at the incredible palette of vibrant
hues displayed in the pools, lakes and
craters, and enjoy the melodic sounds
of birds singing in the native forest.
From here we visit a local Maori Marae
where we will enjoy a traditional Maori
welcome and lunch.

Day 23 Auckland to London.
Disembark this morning and transfer
to the airport for our scheduled
indirect flight to London.
Day 24 London. Arrive this morning.

This voyage is a combination of both
expedition style cruising and small
ship destination cruising. Whilst we
will be alongside in some ports, on
many days we will be at anchor and
the vessel’s Zodiacs will be utilised to
transport passengers ashore and for
Zodiac cruising to explore the more
remote regions we will be visiting. The
use of the Zodiacs will be key to the
operation of the itinerary as shown. If
you have any queries pertaining to the
use of Zodiacs or the level of fitness
required for this voyage please do not
hesitate to ask one of our experienced
travel consultants.

PRICES PER PERSON
SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £1000 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Castle

Standard		
£12695

Brochure Price

Caledonian Superior		
£12895
Promenade Premium		
£13295
Deluxe Balcony 		
£13995

Promenade Premium Balcony		
£14495
Promenade Owners Corner Suite with balcony		
£15495
Castle

Standard for sole use		
£15995

Caledonian Superior for sole use		
£16195

Special Offer Price
£11695
£11895
£12295
£12995
£13495

Orchid Gardens

For those who would like to have a break in their journey to Australia, we are
offering a two night stay in Singapore. Our time here will include a couple
of tours to see the sights of the city as well as ample free time to explore
independently.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Singapore. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Singapore. Arrive this afternoon and transfer to our hotel for an
overnight stay. The rest of the day is free for independent exploration or to
relax and enjoy the hotel facilities.
Day 3 Singapore. After breakfast in the hotel we will take a city tour including
the 53 hectare Botanical Garden and National Orchid Garden which displays
over 1000 species of orchids. Continue to the exotic streets and stalls of
“Little India” before visiting Kampong Glam, Thian Hock Keng Temple and
the Sri Mariamman Hindu Temple in Chinatown. Return to the hotel for a
free afternoon, you may wish to make your way to the Gardens by the Bay,
Sentosa Island or take some time to shop in one of the centres.
Day 4 Singapore to Melbourne. Enjoy a leisurely morning before checking
out of the hotel. This afternoon we transfer to Clarke Quay where we join
a local boat for a journey along the Singapore River before spending a
little time at the iconic Raffles Hotel. We then transfer to the airport for our
scheduled overnight flight to Melbourne this evening where we join our
fellow travellers from London and follow day 3 of the Main Itinerary.

£14495
£14995
£15195

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel

accommodation in Melbourne with breakfast • 19 nights aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
on full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner
• Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers
• Permits • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, optional excursion on the Taieri Gorge Railway.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Singapore City Skyline

SHIP TO SHORE

Based on double occupancy

Bridge

Pre-Cruise Singapore Extension

30th October to 2nd November 2019

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £449 Single: £729
Price Includes: Two nights accommodation in Singapore with breakfast, two half
day tours, gratuities, airport transfers.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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MS Caledonian Sky – Wilderness & Wonders of Tasmania & New Zealand

Hobart

Christmas & New Year
in New Zealand

An exploration of New Zealand’s North & South Islands aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
with Guest Speaker Lloyd Esler
16th December 2019 to 6th January 2020

I

Bay of Islands
f you are going to travel half way around the world, you need a good reason. What better reason could you
have than the desire to visit one of the most beautiful places on earth? The scenery, people of New Zealand
Whitianga
and their lifestyle has enormous appeal which is why it is always high on travellers’ wish lists. The country’s
White Island
Auckland
27 regions stretch more than 1600 kilometres across two main islands and offer the traveller a journey
Tauranga
Rotorua
of breathtaking natural wonder. With vast open spaces filled with stunning rugged landscapes and a
NORTH ISLAND
temperate climate, New Zealand is a land of rare natural beauty and contrasts. There are steep-sided
Napier
fjords, geysers and boiling mud, coastal rainforests, snow-capped mountains, rolling green pasture
Ship Cove
lands, often spectacular geothermal and volcanic activity, enchanting sandy bays and coves,
Resolution Bay
fast-flowing rivers and a variety of birdlife. By contrast, in the cities, towns and villages you
Wellington
SOUTH ISLAND
Kaikoura
can experience that unique combination of New World and British heritage, see some of
the most splendid gardens in the Southern Hemisphere, visit world famous vineyards,
Akaroa
Milford Sound
encounter fascinating wildlife and meet the friendly people. Exploring New Zealand
Queenstown
Fiordland
from aboard the MS Caledonian Sky allows us access to small inlets and bays on
Ulva
Dunedin
remote islands and coastlines that would not normally be possible to explore using
Island
Stewart Island
other modes of transport or larger cruise ships.
Snares Islands

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Singapore.
Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Singapore. Arrive in Singapore
and transfer to our hotel for an
overnight stay. The remainder of the
day is at leisure.
Day 3 Singapore to Queenstown.
After breakfast in the hotel spend
a relaxing morning enjoying the
facilities or exploring independently.
An afternoon tour will include the
National Orchid Garden which
displays the largest collection of
orchids in the world with 2000 hybrids

and Chinatown. Our tour ends at the
airport where we join our scheduled
indirect flight to Queenstown.
Day 4 Queenstown, New Zealand.
Arrive this afternoon in Queenstown
and transfer to our hotel for a two
night stay. The remainder of the day
and evening is free for independent
exploration.
Day 5 Queenstown. Enjoy a day in
Queenstown. This morning we will
take a scenic cruise on Lake Wakatipu
enjoying wonderful views of the
Remarkables Mountain range and
Milford Sound
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Mount Nicholas. The afternoon is free
to make independent plans, maybe
join one of the many tour options
available locally including jet boating
on the Dart or Shotover Rivers, take
the Skyline gondola to the top of
Bob’s Peak for wonderful views over
the town or visit one of the nearby
vineyards. This evening we will meet
for dinner.
Day 6 Queenstown to Milford Sound.
After breakfast in the hotel we will
travel via the town of Te Anau to
Milford Sound to embark the MS
Caledonian Sky. Enjoy welcome drinks
and dinner on board as we sail this
evening.
Days 7 & 8 Fiordland. We have
two days to explore the incredible
wilderness of fjords in the south west
corner of the South Island. This is
an area rich in history, Captain Cook
landed here on HMS Resolution in
1773, that offers majestic scenery and
abundant wildlife. It is only accessible
by sea, making it the most remote
region of New Zealand. Our schedule
may include Astronomers Point,
Doubtful Sound and Dusky Sound but
final itinerary decisions will be made
by the Captain and expedition team
based on weather conditions. Zodiacs
will be used daily either to shuttle
from the ship to a landing site or as
our transport to explore the fjords.

Day 9 Stewart Island. New Zealand’s
third island is well off the usual beaten
tourist track. It is a wonderfully tranquil
place, the scenery of untouched
bushland is stunning. We will enjoy a
morning on the small Ulva Island where
we will use Zodiacs to go ashore for a
choice of walks with our local guides.
Explore the dense vegetation and keep
an eye out for the amazing birdlife.
This afternoon we land at Oban on
Stewart Island and have the chance to
wander amongst the shops and see
the Rakiura Museum. The island is rich
with European, Maori and nautical
history and the museum offers displays
showing how early Stewart Islanders
lived, the industries they were involved
in and how they travelled. Alternatively
join a drive along some of the 15 miles
of sealed road to some of the beauty
spots including Observation Rock with
views over Iona and Ulva Island and the
beaches lining the east coast. Please
note that sea in and around Stewart
Island can be rough so you should
be prepared for potentially difficult
conditions.
Day 10 Christmas Day, Snares Islands.
Enjoy Christmas Day on board the
MS Caledonian Sky. Our lecture
programme will continue whilst our
Chef and galley team prepare a
delicious Christmas meal. We hope
to be able to cruise south to the
Snares Island group, one of the most
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Lake Wakatipu, Queenstown

Red-billed gull, Kaikoura

untouched and pristine areas of
New Zealand. From our anchorage
we can enjoy a Zodiac cruise in the
waters where shearwaters, petrels and
penguins are abundant.
Day 11 Dunedin. Arrive this morning
in Dunedin and enjoy a guided
tour including the gracious 19th
century buildings and the beautiful
botanical gardens, the oldest in
New Zealand containing over 6800
plant species. Alternatively, choose
to drive to the Otago Peninsula to
visit the Royal Albatross Centre at
Taiaroa Head and enjoy a walk at
Penguin Place where we learn about
the breeding and conservation
programme of the rare yellow eyed
penguins. This afternoon is free
for independent exploration or
maybe choose to join the optional
excursion on the Taieri Gorge

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Railway through the rugged and
spectacular scenery of inland Otago.
Day 12 Akaroa. Akaroa meaning,
‘Long Harbour’, in Maori, was founded
by French whaling Captain Jean
Langlois on his ship Cachelot in 1838.
He returned in 1840 with 60 settlers
on the Comte de Paris to create a
French colony. We spend a full day
in Akaroa and there will be a choice
of excursions including a dolphin
watching trip using local boats to
explore the scenic coastline and
search for the rare Hector’s dolphin
or a guided historic walk in Akaroa
and through the native bush of the
Garden of Tane. We also hope to
offer a chance to visit a working farm
in the countryside outside the town.
We will hear about the history of the
farm, have demonstrations of sheep
shearing and see the working dogs in

action as well as enjoying tea in the
farm grounds. Or if you prefer you can
simply wander in the town and enjoy
the local atmosphere.
Day 13 Kaikoura. Spend the day in
Kaikoura, a famous whale watching
area due to its nutrient rich waters.
The combination of very deep waters
and the mixing of cold and warm
waters brings the nutrients to the
top. After breakfast, there will be the
opportunity to join a whale watching
cruise looking out for sperm whales,
pods of dusky dolphins and common
seals. Spend the afternoon exploring
the town independently, join one of
the nature walks or maybe take a trip
on one of the bird watching cruises.
There is an abundance of birdlife in
the area including Great albatross,
banded albatross, shearwater, petrels,
prions and shag.

Day 14 Wellington. Enjoy a full day in
the nation’s capital. From our central
berth we will explore Wellington on a
morning guided walk to see St Paul’s
Cathedral, the parliament buildings,
stroll through the Botanical Gardens
and spend time in the excellent
Te Papa National Museum of New
Zealand with its impressive interactive
displays and marvellous Maori
collection. Return to the vessel for
lunch and enjoy a free afternoon and
evening to explore the city at your own
pace. For those that are interested, we
hope to include an optional evening
excursion to Zealandia where we can
hear the distinctive sounds of the New
Zealand bush as day becomes night.
Day 15 Resolution Bay & Ship Cove.
Sail through the Marlborough Sounds
which divide the North and South
Islands of New Zealand and arrive in
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the early morning at Resolution Bay on
the South Island where keen walkers
can enjoy a longer hike over to Ship
Cove along the Queen Charlotte
Track enjoying fantastic views over the
archipelago of islands. Alternatively
alight a little later at Ship Cove where
Captain James Cook spent much
of his time in New Zealand. View
the monument dedicated to Cook
or maybe walk the forest trail to the
nearby waterfall. Return to the ship for
lunch and spend the afternoon at sea.
Day 16 Napier. Arrive this morning in
Napier and join a tour of this beautiful
town including its charming Art Deco
buildings. Totally rebuilt after the 1931
Hawkes Bay earthquake, Napier’s Art
Deco is unique, with Maori motifs and
the buildings of Louis Hay, admirer
of the great Frank Lloyd Wright. We
also visit a local vineyard to sample
the local wines. This afternoon is free
for independent exploration of the
town or alternatively join the excursion
to the gannetry at Cape Kidnappers
where you are able to get amazingly
close to the birds. The 13 hectare
reserve includes the saddle and black
reef gannet colonies. We depart in
the late afternoon and ring in the New
Year at sea as we cruise along the
coast of the North Island.
Day 17 White Island. Enjoy a relaxing
morning at sea arriving just after lunch
at White Island. Weather permitting
there will be an excursion to explore
the active volcano on White Island,
identifiable by the plume of steam
continually spouting from its crater.
The sights are surreal: the main crater
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with towering walls, steaming vents,
and hissing fumaroles, glittering
yellow sulphur crystals, bubbling mud
pots and a spectacular steaming lake.
This call is well off the usual cruise
routes and we will use the Zodiacs
to reach the island and then take a
guided walk to the crater.
Day 18 Tauranga for Rotorua. From
our berth in Tauranga we drive
inland to the famous thermal springs
at Rotorua. Discover Wai-O-Tapu,
meaning Sacred Waters, an active
geothermal area with colourful hot
springs, steaming ground and boiling
mud pools. Marvel at the incredible
palette of vibrant hues displayed in
the pools, lakes and craters, and enjoy
the melodic sounds of birds singing in
the native forest. From here we visit a
local Maori Marae where we will enjoy
a traditional Maori welcome and lunch
before returning to the ship in the late
afternoon.
Day 19 Whitianga. Today we call in to
the small town of Whitianga, our base
to explore the beautiful Coromandel
Peninsula. Named after the HMS
Coromandel who called here in 1820
to take on timber supplies, the area
built its trade on timber and gold
mining. Today its fine beaches and
stunning views attract many visitors.
Day 20 Bay of Islands. Discovered
by Captain Cook in 1769, this area
is the cradle of European civilisation
in New Zealand and has important
historical significance for both Maori
and Europeans. The ship will remain at
anchor and on a morning tour we will

visit the Waitangi Treaty House where
in 1840 the treaty was signed between
the Maori and the British Crown. We
then continue to Kerikeri, where the
Maori first welcomed missionaries in
1819, and see the oldest buildings of
New Zealand dating from the 1820s.
During the afternoon enjoy some free
time to explore the charming, historic
town of Russell.
Day 21 Auckland to London.
Disembark this morning and transfer
to the airport for our scheduled
indirect flight to London.
Day 22 London. Arrive this morning.

SHIP TO SHORE

This voyage is a combination of both
expedition style cruising and small
ship destination cruising. Whilst we
will be alongside in some ports, on
many days we will be at anchor and
the vessel’s Zodiacs will be utilised to
transport passengers ashore and for
Zodiac cruising to explore the more
remote regions we will be visiting. The
use of the Zodiacs will be key to the
operation of the itinerary as shown. If
you have any queries pertaining to the
use of Zodiacs or the level of fitness
required for this voyage please do not
hesitate to ask one of our experienced
travel consultants.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Castle

Standard		£10495

Caledonian
Promenade
Bridge
Promenade
Promenade
Castle
Caledonian

Brochure Price

Superior		£10795
Premium		£10995
Deluxe Balcony 		£11495
Premium Balcony		£11795
Owners Corner Suite with balcony		£12995
Standard for sole use		£12495
Superior for sole use		£12795

Special Offer Price
£9995
£10295
£10495
£10995
£11295
£12495
£11995
£12295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel
accommodation in Singapore and two nights hotel accommodation in
Queenstown with breakfast • Dinner on day 5 • 15 nights aboard the
MS Caledonian Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with
lunch & dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard team • Shore excursions
• Gratuities • Transfers • Permits • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, optional shore excursions.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

The Marlborough Sounds

+44 (0)20 7752 0000
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New Zealand Coastal Odyssey
A voyage from Auckland to Christchurch aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
2nd to 22nd January 2020

N

ew Zealand is a land of contrasts and deserves more than a fleeting visit. We believe our itinerary offers the
best of all worlds and has been devised on the basis that most travellers from the UK will only tour New
Zealand once. Therefore the trip should be as comprehensive and as diverse as possible. Certainly, this itinerary
qualifies on all these important demands. With our perfectly suited small ship, our coastal-hugging voyage
around the North and South Island will allow us to drop anchor in the remote bays, navigate channels,
fjords and rivers and call into harbours both large and small.
With the added advantage of our Zodiac landing craft we will be able to land in otherwise
inaccessible places making the most of New Zealand’s extraordinary natural attractions. During
our voyage, we will admire the unique Art Deco architecture of Napier in the North Island,
walk in the stunning Abel Tasman National Park as well as historic Ship Cove, hop across
to Stewart Island in the south and explore the dramatic southern coast fjords. All of
this is best achieved by travelling on a small ship such as the MS Caledonian Sky in
preference to some of the larger resort style vessels which can only visit the larger places.

Day 2 Singapore. Arrive in Singapore
and transfer to our hotel for an
overnight stay. Remainder of the day
is at leisure.
Day 3 Singapore to Auckland. After
breakfast in the hotel spend a relaxing
morning enjoying the facilities or
explore independently. An afternoon
tour will include the National Orchid

Abel Tasmin

White Island

NORTH
ISLAND
Ship Cove

Napier

Nelson
Resolution Bay
Wellington
Kaikoura
Christchurch

Fiordland

SOUTH
ISLAND
Ulva
Island

Geraldine
Moeraki
Dunedin

Stewart Island

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Singapore. Fly by
scheduled flight.

Auckland
Tauranga
Rotorua

Garden which displays the largest
collection of orchids in the world with
2000 hybrids and Chinatown. Our tour
ends at the airport where we join our
scheduled flight to Auckland.
Day 4 Auckland, New Zealand. Arrive
this afternoon in Auckland and transfer
to the MS Caledonian Sky where the
crew will welcome us on board.
Day 5 Auckland. A morning tour will
feature the city’s highlights including

the Domain and the excellent
Auckland Museum, overlooking
Waitemata Harbour and housing the
world’s largest collection of Polynesian
artefacts. Sail in the afternoon toward
the Bay of Islands.
Day 6 Tauranga for Rotorua. From our
berth in Tauranga we drive inland to
the famous thermal springs at Rotorua.
Discover Wai-O-Tapu, meaning Sacred
Waters, an active geothermal area with
colourful hot springs, steaming ground

and boiling mud pools. Marvel at
the incredible palette of vibrant
hues displayed in the pools, lakes
and craters, and enjoy the melodic
sounds of birds singing in the native
forest. From here we visit a local
Maori Marae where we will enjoy a
traditional Maori welcome and lunch
before returning to the ship in the
late afternoon.
Day 7 White Island. We anchor
off White Island where, weather
permitting, there will be an excursion
to explore the active volcano on
White Island, identifiable by the
plume of steam continually spouting
from its crater. The sights are surreal:
the main crater with towering
walls, steaming vents, and hissing
fumaroles, glittering yellow sulphur
crystals, bubbling mud pots and a
spectacular steaming lake. This call
is well off the usual cruise routes and
we will use the Zodiacs to reach the
island and then take a guided walk
to the crater. Enjoy an afternoon at
sea as we cruise around the North
Island to Napier.
Day 8 Napier. Arrive this morning
in Napier and join a tour of this
beautiful town including its charming
Art Deco buildings. Totally rebuilt
after the 1931 Hawkes Bay earthquake,
Napier’s Art Deco is unique, with Maori
motifs and the buildings of Louis
Hay, admirer of the great Frank Lloyd
Wright. We also visit a local vineyard to
sample the local wines. This afternoon
is free for independent exploration
of the town or alternatively join the
excursion to the gannetry at Cape
Kidnappers where you are able to get
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White Island

With our
perfectly suited
small ship, our
coastal-hugging
voyage around
the North and
South Island
will allow us
to drop anchor
in the remote
bays, navigate
channels,
fjords and rivers
and call into
harbours both
large and small.

Whale

Wellington

amazingly close to the birds. The 13
hectare reserve includes the saddle
and black reef gannet colonies.

the area including great albatross,
banded albatross, shearwater, petrels,
prions and shag.

Day 9 Wellington. Relax on board
this morning as we sail to Wellington,
the nation’s capital. From our central
berth we will explore the city on
an afternoon guided walk to see
St Paul’s Cathedral, the parliament
buildings, stroll through the Botanical
Gardens and spend time in the
excellent Te Papa National Museum
of New Zealand with its impressive
interactive displays and marvellous
Maori collection. Enjoy a free evening
to wander ashore. For those that
are interested we hope to include
an optional evening excursion to
Zealandia where we can hear the
distinctive sounds of the New Zealand
bush as day becomes night.

Day 11 Resolution Bay & Ship Cove.
Sail through the Marlborough Sounds
which divide the North and South
Islands of New Zealand and arrive in
the early morning at Resolution Bay on
the South Island where keen walkers
can enjoy a longer hike over to Ship
Cove along the Queen Charlotte
Track enjoying fantastic views over the
archipelago of islands. Alternatively
alight a little later at Ship Cove
where Captain James Cook spent
much of his time in New Zealand.
View the monument dedicated to
Cook or maybe walk the forest trail
to the nearby waterfall. Return to the
ship for lunch and we will continue
our exploration of the area in the
afternoon with our expedition team.

Day 10 Kaikoura. Spend the day in
Kaikoura, a famous whale watching
area due to its nutrient rich waters.
The combination of very deep waters
and the mixing of cold and warm
waters brings the nutrients to the
top. After breakfast, there will be the
opportunity to join a whale watching
cruise looking out for sperm whales,
pods of dusky dolphins and common
seals. Spend the afternoon exploring
the town independently, join one of
the nature walks or maybe take a trip
on one of the bird watching cruises.
There is an abundance of birdlife in
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Seal, Kaikoura

Day 12 Nelson. There will be a
choice of excursions today. Choose
to disembark after breakfast to
visit Abel Tasman, New Zealand’s
smallest national park, protecting
over 23,000 hectares of the most
easily accessible coastline in the
country. Enjoy a coastal walk and
scenic cruise with excellent wildlife
opportunities including seal colonies
and numerous aquatic birds including
penguins. The tour will end in Golden
Bay where you will re-embark the
ship which will have sailed during the

day. Alternatively enjoy a morning
exploring Nelson which has for many
years attracted resident artists. There
are more than 350 working artists
and craftspeople living in Nelson
and their work is often inspired by
the region’s exceptionally beautiful
geography – coastal, forest and valley
landscapes. Join an excursion of the
area’s highlights which includes the
World of Wearable Art Museum with
its acclaimed visual exhibits and also
the Classic Car collection. We sail
at lunch time and arrive later in the
afternoon to a remote harbour in
Golden Bay. Golden Bay is well off
the usual cruise ship route nestled
into the South Island’s north-west
corner with golden beaches, alpine
valleys and tranquil fishing rivers.
Day 13 At Sea. As we cruise along the
west coast of the South Island, we will
hopefully be treated to views of Mount
Cook on land whilst this region is also
a popular spot for dolphin sightings.
Days 14 & 15 Fiordland. We have
two days to explore the incredible
wilderness of fjords in the South West
corner of the South Island. This is
an area rich in history, Captain Cook
landed here on HMS Resolution in
1773, majestic scenery and abundant
wildlife. It is only accessible by sea,
making it the most remote region
of New Zealand. Our schedule may
include Milford Sound, Astronomers
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Ship Cove

Boulders on Moeraki Beach

Point, Doubtful Sound and Dusky
Sound but final itinerary decisions
will be made by the Captain and
Expedition Leader based on weather
conditions. Zodiacs will be used daily
either to shuttle from the ship to a
landing site or as our transport to
explore the fjords beyond the ship’s
anchorage position.

Marlborough Sounds

penguins as well as the Royal Albatross
Centre at Taiaroa Head. This afternoon
is free for independent exploration
or maybe choose to join the optional
excursion on the Taieri Gorge Railway
through the rugged and spectacular
scenery of inland Otago.

Day 16 Ulva & Stewart Islands. New
Zealand’s third island is well off the
usual beaten tourist track. It is a
wonderfully tranquil place, the scenery
of untouched bushland is stunning.
We will enjoy a morning on the small
Ulva Island where we will use Zodiacs
to go ashore for a choice of walks with
our local guides. We will explore the
dense vegetation and keep an eye out
for the amazing birdlife. This afternoon
we land at Oban on Stewart Island and
have the chance to wander amongst
the shops and see the museum or join
a drive along some of the 15 miles of
sealed road to some of the beauty
spots including Observation Rock
with views over Iona and Ulva Island
and the beaches lining the East coast.
Please note that sea in and around
Stewart Island can be rough so you
should be prepared for potentially
difficult conditions.

Day 18 Dunedin to Christchurch
Overland. Disembark after breakfast
and travel north by coach to
Christchurch enjoying stops along the
way. We will visit Moeraki Beach to
see the fascinating boulders formed
on the sea floor millions of years ago
some of which extend up to 13 feet
in diameter. We continue to Oamaru
where we plan to visit the Blue
Penguin Centre. The blue penguin,
normally active at night, is the world’s
smallest penguin and we will see the
day time viewing facility where we
hope to see the penguins close up in
their burrows. After a local lunch we
drive through the undulating sheep
lands of North Otago stopping at
the historic town of Geraldine where
we have time to wander and see the
boutique and speciality shops. Arrive
in Christchurch in the early evening
at the Crowne Plaza (or similar) for
our two night stay. Enjoy dinner in the
hotel this evening.

Day 17 Dunedin. Arrive this morning
in Dunedin and enjoy a guided tour
including the gracious 19th century
buildings and the beautiful botanical
gardens, the oldest in New Zealand
containing over 6,800 plant species.
Alternatively choose to drive to the
Otago Peninsula to take a walk at
Penguin Place where we learn about
the breeding and conservation
programme of the rare yellow eyed

Day 19 Christchurch. After breakfast at
the hotel, enjoy a morning tour of this
most English of cities where we enjoy
an overview of the city showing how
it is recovering from the devastating
earthquake of February 2011. We will
view the Southern Alps from the Port
Hills, ride a restored tram and tour the
Canterbury Museum with its acclaimed
Antarctic collection. Perhaps enjoy
morning tea at a private home and
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garden. The afternoon and evening
are free for independent exploration.
Alternatively, join an optional full day
tour on the Tranz Alpine Express Train
to Arthur’s Pass in the heart of the
Southern Alps, one of the world’s most
famous train journeys. Wonderful views
are revealed from the train’s huge
windows as we pass snow-capped
mountains and mountain beech forests.
On the return journey by coach, we
enjoy lunch at a farm before returning
for an evening of leisure.
Day 20 Christchurch. After breakfast in
the hotel transfer to the airport for our
scheduled indirect flight to London.
Day 21 London. Arrive this morning.

SHIP TO SHORE

This voyage is a combination of both
expedition style cruising and small
ship destination cruising. Whilst we
will be alongside in some ports, on
many days we will be at anchor and
the vessel’s Zodiacs will be utilised to
transport passengers ashore and for
Zodiac cruising to explore the more
remote regions we will be visiting. The
use of the Zodiacs will be key to the
operation of the itinerary as shown. If
you have any queries pertaining to the
use of Zodiacs or the level of fitness
required for this voyage please do not
hesitate to ask one of our experienced
travel consultants.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Castle

£9995
Standard		

Caledonian
Promenade
Bridge
Promenade
Promenade
Castle
Caledonian

Brochure Price

£10295
Superior		
£10495
Premium		
£10995
Deluxe Balcony 		
£11295
Premium Balcony		
£12495
Owners Corner Suite with balcony		
£11995
Standard for sole use		
£12295
Superior for sole use		

Special Offer Price
£9495
£9795
£9995
£10495
£10795
£11995
£11495
£11795

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel
accommodation in Singapore with breakfast • 14 nights aboard the
MS Caledonian Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch
& dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard team • Two nights hotel accommodation in
Christchurch with breakfast • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Permits
• Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, optional shore excursions.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
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Across the Tropic of Capricorn
A voyage from New Zealand to Papua New Guinea aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
with Guest Speaker Rear Admiral Roy Clare
7th to 29th February 2020

H

ere is a fascinating expedition from the northernmost reaches of
New Zealand to Melanesia, taking in remote, but splendidly sophisticated Norfolk
Island and Ile des Pins in the French Collectivity of New Caledonia. From here we follow
the chain of Melanesian islands through Vanuatu, the Solomon Islands and finally to the
northern islands of Papua New Guinea. The region is ideal for exploring by small ship
and particularly one as suitable as our MS Caledonian Sky. Her fleet of Zodiac craft will
allow us to explore some magnificent places, especially tiny coral islets and lagoons such as the
majestic Marovo Lagoon in the Solomon Islands, the world’s largest double barrier lagoon and a truly
awe-inspiring place.

Rabaul

PAPUA
SOLOMON ISLANDS
NEW GUINEA
Tetepare
Honiara
Santa Ana

Marovo Lagoon,
New Georgia

Vanikoro
Espiritu Santo Island

Tanna

All the islands we will visit are beautiful in their different ways and all have unique features and cultures. They in fact
form one of the most culturally complex regions of the entire world, with 1293 languages spoken across the Solomon
Islands, Vanuatu, New Caledonia and the islands of New Guinea. It is also a region of great antiquity; New Guinea has been
settled for around 45,000 years, the Solomon Islands for 35,000 years, and Vanuatu and New Caledonia for about 4000. The
maritime history of the region is also a constant wonder from the early explorers and native migrations to the explorations of
Captain James Cook and more recently, the fierce battles of the Second World War.
Afloat and ashore, our exploration will be filled with unforgettable images, remote idyllic islets, tribal villages unchanged
for centuries, astonishing ceremonial dances, kaleidoscopic reefs and soaring white-tailed tropic birds. This voyage has
something for everyone, whether your interest lies in natural history, military history, bird watching, photography,
the undersea world or simply just being one of the privileged few who are able to set foot on islands of astonishing
richness and beauty. We hope you can join us in this faraway haven, for an unparalleled opportunity to explore one of
the most intriguing places on the map.

Our View

“This epic journey takes us 3000 nautical miles from the northern tip of

New Zealand to Papua New Guinea. Along the way we have the rare opportunity
to follow in the footsteps of explorers like Captain Cook, who traversed these
waters in 1774, and experience the beauty of these islands and the natural
wonders they hold. Our onboard experts will bring the history of the region
to life and there will be opportunities to snorkel in clear waters, climb the
volcanoes that entranced the explorers and visit small islands which have kept
western influences at bay. ”
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Ile des Pins

Norfolk Island

Paihia
Auckland

NEW ZEALAND

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Singapore. Fly by
scheduled flight.
Day 2 Singapore. Arrive this afternoon
and transfer to our central hotel for an
overnight night stay. Remainder of the
day and evening is at leisure.
Day 3 Singapore to Auckland, New
Zealand. Enjoy a relaxing morning
before an afternoon city tour of
Singapore which will include the
53-hectare Botanical Garden and
National Orchid Garden. Continue to
the airport for our scheduled flight to
Auckland.
Day 4 Auckland. Arrive this afternoon
and transfer to our hotel for an
overnight stay. The remainder of the
day is at leisure. This evening we will
meet for a welcome dinner.

Tanna

VANUATU

Port Havannah

Day 5 Auckland. During our morning
guided tour, we will explore the
Auckland Domain and Auckland
Museum which overlooks picturesque
Waitemata Harbour and has an
outstanding collection featuring
exhibits on the New Zealand and the
Pacific Island cultures showcasing an

extensive collection of Polynesian
artefacts. After lunch in a local
restaurant we will transfer to the
MS Caledonian Sky and set sail this
evening.
Day 6 Paihia. Discovered by Captain
Cook in 1769, this area is the cradle
of European civilisation in New
Zealand and has important historical
significance for both Maori and
Europeans. On a morning tour we will
visit the Waitangi Treaty house where,
in 1840, the treaty was signed between
the Maori and the British Crown. We
then continue to Kerikeri where the
Maori first welcomed missionaries in
1819 and see the oldest buildings of
New Zealand dating from the 1820s.
This afternoon enjoy some free time
to explore the charming historic town
of Russell.
Day 7 At Sea. Enjoy a day at sea as we
follow in the wake of past navigators
sailing north. Maybe learn more at a
lecture by the expedition team or find
a spot on deck to relax.
Day 8 Norfolk Island. This morning
we awake for a full day call at
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Auckland

Ile des Pins

Solomon Eclectus parrot

Tropic bird, Norfolk Island

Norfolk Island which Captain Cook
encountered in 1774 and named
after the Duchess of Norfolk. We will
have the opportunity to explore on
a morning tour visiting the beautiful
St Barnabas Chapel. This afternoon
a further choice of excursions will
be available. Discover more of the
historical Georgian settlement of
Kingston with its convict settlements
or visit the Botanical Gardens with
its 40 endemic, or unique species,
including 15 plant species considered
to be critically endangered. For the
more active you may wish to walk in
the National Park towards Mount Pitt.
The tracks wind through lush palm
forests and stands of Norfolk Island
pine leading to remarkable views of
the island and the surrounding ocean.
Keen birders may also spot noddies,
tropic birds and parrots.
Day 9 At Sea. Cruise the South Pacific
as we head towards New Caledonia.
Day 10 Ile des Pins, New Caledonia.
Arrive at first light in New Caledonia,
the islands named by Captain Cook
in 1774 during his second voyage to
New Zealand. These remote islands
are close to paradise and we will use
our Zodiacs to land at one of the
remote beaches. From here there will
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Hawksbill turtle

be the option to join a nature walk
climbing the 262 metres Nga peak
for fantastic views over the whole
island. Alternatively join one of the
snorkelling trips or simply find a spot
on one of the beaches to relax before
we sail in the afternoon.
Day 11 Tanna, Vanuatu. After a
morning at sea we arrive in Vanuatu at
the island of Tanna, meaning earth in
the local Kwamera language. Captain
Cook was the first European to visit
the island in 1774, landing at Port
Resolution and having been attracted
by the glowing light of Mount Yasur.
This 361 metre active volcano is
situated in the South East of the island
and dominates the landscape. The
adventurous may wish to join a journey
to the crater. We will use local trucks
to drive through the rainforest that
covers the mountain before walking
to the rim. Alternatively we may have
the chance to visit a local village where
traditional lifestyles are maintained
and the local culture has been largely
unaffected by western influences. Here
we will learn of customs, traditional
medicines, crafts and cooking styles.
Day 12 Port Havannah. Awake this
morning off Port Havannah, situated
on the north coast of Efate Island

and our base for today’s activities.
There are a number of outer islands
that we may be able to explore
depending on weather and sea
conditions. Lelepa Island is a 160
acres of unspoilt tropical rainforest
and palm fringed beaches. On a
nature walk we will see the herbs used
in local medicines before exploring
Feles cave thought to be the resting
place of the legendary Polynesian
Chief, Roi Mata. Meanwhile on Moso
Island we can meet the volunteers at
the Tasiriki Turtle Sanctuary who will
teach us about the rehabilitation of
the hawksbill turtles and the attempts
to increase their numbers. If time and
weather permit we will also set up a
snorkelling platform or offer a chance
to swim from the beach.

This expedition
discovers a
fascinating
region, the
history of which
will be brought
to life by our
onboard experts
and during
the voyage
there will be
opportunities to
snorkel in clear
waters, climb
the volcanoes
that entranced
the explorers
and visit
small islands
which have
kept western
influences at bay.

Day 13 Espiritu Santo Island. Espiritu
Santo is the largest of Vanuatu’s
islands with some of the most
beautiful white sand beaches, amazing
blue holes, caves and renowned
snorkelling. It was also a huge military
base during World War II. We will have
a choice of activities this morning.
Either choose to snorkel amongst the
corals and fish of the region at Million
Dollar Point, named after the value of
the military equipment dumped into
the sea. Alternatively join an island
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Honiara flower

Blue hole, Espiritu Santo

Exploring by Zodiac

tour including the Nekar Custom
Village where we will learn about local
traditions and customs, including their
unique water music, before enjoying
time to swim in one of the nearby blue
holes. Return to the ship for lunch and
an afternoon at sea.
Day 14 Vanikoro, Solomon Islands.
After breakfast we land on Vanikoro
Island in the Temotu Province of
the Solomon Islands, where French
Explorer Jean-Francois de la Perouse
became stranded in 1788 after both his
vessels, La Boussole and the Astrolabe,
hit the then unknown reefs of the
island. Learn more about the island’s
history and the mystery of the lost La
Perouse expedition that captured the
imagination of the European public.
We will be welcomed ashore by the
local villagers before choosing to
explore the village further, join a nature
walk where we can look out for the
endemic birds, the Vanikoro monarch
and Vanikoro white-eye, or alternatively
enjoy a swim or snorkel from the beach.
Return to the MS Caledonian Sky for
lunch and an afternoon cruising.
Day 15 Santa Ana. After a morning
at sea, arrive at Port Mary on Santa
Ana Island. We are welcomed with a
stunning dance by the villagers with
spears and mud face masks. Soak in the
culture as we set foot on the shores of
this lovely island. After the performance
we have the opportunity to explore the
town further with its plethora of local
handicrafts, join a nature walk through
the forests, and walk to meet the
students at the village school or swim
from the local beach.
Day 16 Honiara. This morning we
cruise through Iron Bottom Sound,
the site of intense World War II naval
battles, and so named for the large
numbers of Japanese and American
ships and aircraft that sank beneath
the sea, before arriving into Honiara.
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Prior to World War II Honiara did
not exist; it developed around the
site of the US military headquarters.
The town and the Mataniko River,
which runs through it, were the front
for many months during the battle
of Guadalcanal. Today, this is a
bustling town with lovely hibiscus and
palm-tree-lined avenues. We enjoy a
morning tour of Honiara including the
bustling central market, parliament
building and National Museum where
we get an insight into Solomon
Islands history. Alternatively discover
the World War II sites including
Henderson Field, the Japanese Peace
Park and the US Memorial at Skyline
Ridge. After lunch on board return
to the city for some free time or join
a snorkel excursion to Bonegi Beach
to swim amongst war wrecks now
colonised by tropical fish.
Day 17 Marovo Lagoon. Marovo
Lagoon is the largest double barrier
lagoon in the world. Thousands of
islands scatter the lagoon, from tiny
coral islets on the fringing reef to
massive 1600 metre volcanic islands.
Inside the lagoon, the islands are
surrounded by spectacular coral
formations and white sand beach,
the lagoon waters shimmering in
every shade of blue, turquoise and
jade green. We have a full day here
to explore and will visit one of the
outlying villages which produce some
of the finest wood carvings in the
region. We will also find a suitable
spot to snorkel and swim as well as
Zodiac cruises to look for local wildlife.
Day 18 Tetepare. Tetepare is the
largest uninhabited tropical island in
the Southern Hemisphere and home
to one of the Solomon Islands leading
conservation projects. Managed
by the Tetepare Descendants
Association, they have ensured the
island was saved from the threat
of loggers and many areas remain

untouched. A wide variety of plants
and animals now live in the 120 square
kilometres of lowland rainforest that
blankets the island. A total of 76 bird
species, 25 reptile and 13 mammal
species have been recorded here
including skinks, dugong and the
endemic Tetepare white eye whilst the
beaches support three species of turtle
including the endangered leatherback.
Enjoy guided walk in the forest with the
local conservationists who will explain
the work they are doing on the island.
Day 19 At Sea.
Day 20 Rabaul, Papua New Guinea.
Arrive this morning at Rabaul’s
dramatic harbour which is ringed by six
cone-shaped volcanoes. Our morning
tour will include a visit to the Volcanic
Observatory, which monitors 14 active
and 23 dormant volcanoes in Papua
New Guinea, and from where we will
enjoy magnificent views over the bay
and the volcanoes. Our next stop will

be Mount Tavurvur, which violently
erupted in 1937 and 1994, and where
we will witness the Hot Springs. This
afternoon will be at leisure to explore
independently before we meet tonight
to attend an astonishing performance
of the Baining tribe’s fire dance. Tribe
members in huge, magnificently
crafted masks leap and dance over
crackling, red-hot coals in a centuriesold ritual to honour the local deityspirits.
Day 21 Rabaul to Cairns, Australia.
After breakfast we will make our way to
the airport for our flight to Cairns. Arrive
in Cairns this afternoon and transfer to
our hotel for an overnight stay.
Day 22 Cairns to London. After
breakfast in the hotel enjoy a morning
at leisure before we transfer to the
airport for our scheduled indirect flight
to London.
Day 23 London. Arrive this morning.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Castle

Standard		£10995

Caledonian
Promenade
Bridge
Promenade
Promenade
Castle
Caledonian

Brochure Price

Superior		£11295
Premium		£11795
Deluxe Balcony 		£12495
Premium Balcony		£12995
Owners Corner Suite with balcony		£13495
Standard for sole use		£13795
Superior for sole use		£13995

Special Offer Price
£10495
£10795
£11295
£11995
£12495
£12995
£13295
£13495

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel (specially chartered flight

between Rabaul and Cairns) • Overnight hotel accommodation in Singapore,
Auckland and Cairns with breakfast • Dinner on day 4 & lunch on day 5
• 16 nights aboard the MS Caledonian Sky on a full board basis • House wine,
beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore
excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
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Patagonia & the Chilean Fjords

An exploration of the Land of Fire & Ice from Ushuaia to Valparaiso aboard the MS Hebridean Sky
8th to 26th March 2020

T

hose who have a passion for the wilder places on our planet
usually have Patagonia on their must do list. Shaped by fire and
ice, this rugged, yet hauntingly beautiful land of windswept pampas,
hanging glaciers and cloud piercing peaks, remains today as enticing
and fascinating as it did to Magellan, Drake and more latterly Darwin.
We will be sailing these waters exactly 500 years after Ferdinand
Magellan became the first European to navigate what is now known
as the Magellan Strait in 1520.
Chile is made for cruising. Its shape and geographic location is just
perfect; thousands of miles of coastline that you can of course explore
aboard one of the many huge cruise vessels calling at the major cities
of South America, or alternatively join us aboard the MS Hebridean
Sky and enjoy the wonders of this magical country, some of which
only small ships have access to. With our fleet of onboard Zodiacs we
will be able to explore deep into the fjord system away from the larger
cruise vessels which may be in the region.
Wildlife abounds here and the skies are filled with the cries of
seabirds. Albatross and petrels wheel overhead and sea lions bark
from their rocky outcrops. Helping us understand all the wonders
we will encounter will be our experts and expedition staff who will
accompany us ashore and our highly adaptable Zodiac craft will allow
us to enter tiny inlets and explore fjords and stretches of magnificent
coastline.

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Buenos Aires,
Argentina. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Buenos Aires. Arrive this
morning and transfer to the Sheraton
Buenos Aires Hotel (or similar) for a
two night stay. Rooms will be available
on arrival and the remainder of the
day and evening are free to relax and
explore independently.
Day 3 Buenos Aires. During our
guided morning tour we will visit the
Plaza de Mayo, the Cathedral and
the Cabildo (Old City Hall) before we
Chilean Fjords and Glaciers
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continue towards the most traditional
neighbourhood of Buenos Aires, San
Telmo which is characterised by its old
colonial houses and the cobblestone
streets. We will continue to the
neighbourhood of La Boca to look
around the colourful zinc houses which
used to be the refuge and home for the
first immigrants and popular artists. We
will see the woods of Palermo with 741
acres of gardens and artificial ponds
surrounded by elegant buildings. This
afternoon is free to relax before we
meet this evening for a tango show and
dinner at a local restaurant.

Valparaiso
Day 4 Buenos Aires to Ushuaia.
Buenos Aires
Santiago
Enjoy breakfast in the hotel before
ARGENTINA
CHILE
we transfer to the airport for our
Valdivia
scheduled flight to Ushuaia. On
Puerto
Montt
arrival, transfer to the
Chiloe Island
MS Hebridean Sky and sail this
evening. Enjoy the scenery as
Torres del Paine
we enter the Beagle Channel,
National Park
named after the HMS Beagle which
Chilean
Robert Fitzroy piloted through this
Fjords
Ushuaia
Punta Arenas
extraordinarily beautiful channel with
Cape Horn
naturalist Charles Darwin in the 1830s.

Day 5 Cape Horn. We will make our
way around Cape Horn, one of the
best known maritime landmarks in
the world. Magellan was the first
European visitor here in 1520 and
prior to the opening of the Panama
Canal it was an important staging
post. Weather permitting we hope to
use our Zodiacs to land and enjoy a
walk to the monument. This afternoon
we return to the Beagle Channel. Here
the mountains, still partly unmapped,
drop as sheer, densely wooded cliffs
into the channel and six glaciers flow
from the 8000 foot Mount Darwin into
the sea. Penguins, dolphins and the
South American sea lions abound
here in the channel.
Days 6 to 12 Chilean Fjords, Punta
Arenas & Torres del Paine National
Park, Chile. During the next seven
days we will enjoy some of the most
stunning scenery imaginable. This vast
area of mountains, glaciers, islands,
lakes and waterfalls is untouched by
man except for a few fishing villages
which perch at ‘the end of the world’.
We will make good use of our time
exploring the beautiful protected
waters, enjoying the renowned fjords
of southern Chile which rival those
of southeast Alaska in their raw
beauty and prolific wildlife. Crystal
clear reflections of vertical walls and
hanging glaciers are broken only by
the ripples of dolphins and whales,
whilst overhead, the sky is alive with
seabirds. See how quickly you run out
of suitable adjectives to describe all
you are witnessing. Our route will be
managed by our experienced Captain
and Expedition Leader alongside the
local pilots. As well as stunning scenic
cruising, the area is ideal for Zodiac
forays. From Punta Arenas we will
travel to Magdalena Island to see the
Magellan penguins that return each
year to mate and live in large groups
on the beach. This is now a protected
area and the colony numbers are

up to 10,000. As we continue our
journey we hope to navigate the
Kirke Narrows, a remarkable channel
leading between lush, forested shores,
so narrow it can only be sailed at
low tide. Dropping anchor at Puerto
Natales, we enjoy a full day in South
America’s largest national park, the
Torres del Paine. This is one of the
most spectacular places on earth,
a vast uninhabited wilderness of
glacier-draped mountains, windswept
pampas, turquoise glacial lakes and
verdant valleys. Look out for herds
of guanacos (a smaller version of the
llama), rheas, Patagonian hares, foxes
and rich birdlife and see the stunning
rock formations of the Horns of Paine.
We also hope to operate Zodiac
excursions ashore in some of the
remote fjords we pass on our journey.
Day 13 Chiloe Island. Chile’s second
largest island, Chiloe Island was one
of the first Spanish strongholds in the
Pacific Southern South America. Once
the island had been conquered, it
was hard for indigenous uprisings to
reconquer and as a result it became a
major link in the Spanish trade route
around Cape Horn. The island was
also visited by Darwin aboard the HMS
Beagle in 1831. Our visit ashore on
this mainly forested island will include
Castro, one of the oldest towns in
the Americas, known for its unique
wooden architecture and stilted
houses, see the wooden cathedral of
St Francis and the historic old quarter.
Day 14 Puerto Montt. Just when you
thought you had seen the best Chile
has to offer, we land at picturesque
Puerto Montt, a resort town in the Lake
District. Settled by German colonists in
the mid-19th century, much of its early
Middle-European styled architecture
remains, rendering a slightly bizarre
feel in such an obviously un-European
setting. Leaving the ship we will head
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La Boca, Buenos Aires

to the Vicente Perez Rosales National
Park which is the oldest in Chile and
contains three commanding volcanoes
in Osorno, Calbuco and Puntiagudo.
We will see the mighty Petrohue River
and the rapids that crash through
lava channels creating a series of
magnificent waterfalls. We will return to
the ship via Puerto Varas situated in a
stunning location on Lago Llanquihue
with a backdrop of the Osorno
volcano.
Day 15 Valdivia. After a morning at sea
we arrive in Niebla the port that serves
the nearby colonial city of Valdivia, one
of the oldest European settlements
in Chile. An afternoon excursion will
include time visiting Niebla Fort, one
of the largest strongholds in Valdivia, it
played a vital role in the city’s defence
thanks to its strategic positioning
and unhindered views of the Pacific
Ocean. Learn how Lord Cochrane
expelled the Spanish troops from the
forts on behalf of the newly formed
Chilean governments in the 1920s. We
will spend some time exploring the

anthropological museum and enjoy a
beer tasting at the Kunstmann Brewery.
Day 16 At Sea. Enjoy a relaxing day
on board as we continue our journey
north along the Chilean coast.
Day 17 Valparaiso to Santiago.
Disembark this morning and
enjoy a morning in Valparaiso.
Visit Fisherman’s Wharf, the Plaza
Sotomayor and the Naval Academy
before heading to the Casablanca
Valley which is now one of the
country’s premier wine areas and we
will enjoy a tasting and lunch at one
of the vineyards. This afternoon on
arrival in Santiago we transfer to the
Intercontinental Hotel (or similar)
and have the remainder of the day to
explore independently.
Day 18 Santiago to London. After
breakfast in the hotel transfer to the
airport for our scheduled flight to
London.
Day 19 London. Arrive this morning.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Amundsen

Standard

£ Byrd

Superior

Mawson

Premium

Mawson

Corner

Scott

Deluxe Balcony

Shackleton

Owner’s Balcony

Shackleton

Hebridean

Amundsen

Standard for sole use

Byrd

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£8695

£8495

£9495

£9295

£8995
£9995

£10995
£11495
£12895

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

£8795
£9795

Iguazu Falls

Before joining your fellow travellers in Buenos Aires, prior to the cruise, we
are offering the opportunity to visit the Iguazu Falls, considered by many to
be the most dramatic waterfalls in the world.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Buenos Aires. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Buenos Aires, Argentina. Arrive this morning and transfer to the
Sheraton Buenos Aires Hotel (or similar) for an overnight stay. Rooms will be
available on arrival and the remainder of the day and evening are free to relax
and explore independently.
Day 3 Buenos Aires to Iguazu Falls. After breakfast in the hotel transfer to
the airport for our scheduled flight to Iguazu Falls. On arrival transfer to our
hotel the Loi Suites (or similar) for our two night stay and this afternoon enjoy
a guided tour of the Brazilian side of the falls.
Day 4 Iguazu Falls. Enjoy a full day at the Iguazu Falls on a series of guided
walks seeing the upper and lower circuits and also the Triple Frontier the
meeting point of Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay.
Day 5 Iguazu Falls to Buenos Aires. Return to the airport this morning and
join our scheduled flight to Buenos Aires. On arrival transfer to the Sheraton
Buenos Aires Hotel (or similar) and join our fellow travellers (follow main
itinerary from day 2).

£10795
£11295
£12695
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Two nights hotel accommodation
in Buenos Aires and overnight in Santiago with breakfast • Half day Buenos Aires tour
• Tango show & dinner in Buenos Aires • 13 nights aboard the MS Hebridean Sky on
a full board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Shore excursions
• Noble Caledonia expedition team • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Pre-Cruise Iguazu Falls Extension

5th to 9th March 2020

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £1545 Single: £1995
Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight hotel accommodation
in Buenos Aires and two nights hotel accommodation in Iguazu Falls at the Loi
Suites, breakfast daily, lunch and dinner on days 3 & 4, guided tours at the Iguazu
Falls, gratuities, transfers, airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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MS Hebridean Sky – Patagonia & the Chilean Fjords

Magellanic Penguins

Torres del Paine National Park

ATLAN
OCE

Patagonian Odyssey

An exploration of Patagonia’s natural wonders including the Chilean Fjords aboard the MS Island Sky
10th to 27th March 2020

C

hile is made for cruising. Its shape and geographic location is just perfect; thousands of miles of
coastline that you can of course explore aboard one of the many huge cruise vessels calling at the
major cities of South America, or alternatively join us aboard the MS Island Sky and enjoy the wonders of
this magical country, some of which only small ships have access to.

Buenos Aires
Santiago

ARGENTINA
Puerto

Patagonia is one of those places which those who have a passion for the wilder places on our planet usually Chiloe Island Montt
have on their must do list. Shaped by fire and ice, this rugged, yet hauntingly beautiful land of windswept
CHILE
pampas, hanging glaciers and cloud piercing peaks, remains today as enticing and fascinating as it did
Puerto Natales
to Magellan, Drake and more latterly Darwin. During our expedition and using the onboard Zodiacs we
Chilean
Fjords
Ushuaia
will be able to explore deep into the fjord system away from the larger cruise vessels which may be in
Punta Arenas
Cape Horn
the region. Wildlife abounds here and the skies are filled with the cries of seabirds. Albatross’ and petrels’
wheel overhead and sea lions bark from their rocky outcrops. Helping us understand all the wonders we
shall encounter will be our experts and expedition staff who will accompany us ashore and our highly adaptable
Zodiac craft will allow us to enter tiny inlets and explore fjords and stretches of magnificent coastline.

The Itinerary

What To Expect…
Flexibility is the key to an expedition
cruise; sometimes the whole day’s
schedule may be changed to maximise
your experience. Each day holds
something new and the below extracts
from past expedition logs will provide
you with an idea of what to expect
during your voyage.

Cape Horn

Cape Horn: The night had passed
smoothly and we awoke to a promising
day as the sun rose over relatively
calm waters at our anchorage off
Cape Horn. Not many can say they
have anchored off Cape Horn and
enjoyed a quiet breakfast but today
we had been blessed. A scouting
Zodiac returned from the shore with
the great news that a landing was
possible so we all prepared for the first
outing of our voyage. Remembering
the details given in the Zodiac briefing
the evening prior we boarded the
Zodiacs for the short crossing from
ship to shore to land on a boulder
beach on the sheltered side of the
island. The two main objectives of the
visit were the Chilean Naval Station,
encompassing the lighthouse and
chapel, and the monument honouring
all the sailors who lost their lives sailing
around the Horn. The climb to the top
of the stairs proved to be unexpectedly
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very interesting botanically. The
morning grew warmer as we traced
the helpful, but occasionally rickety,
boardwalk to the ingeniously crafted
steel albatross monument. The on duty
Chilean custodian of the lighthouse
seemed pleased to welcome company
on their isolated island. The sun
continued to shine as we explored the
lighthouse and environs. All too soon
it was time to return to the ship, but
lunch awaited, so life was not too bad.
We were destined to travel back north,
but as time and weather conditions
permitted Captain Niklas Peterstam
was able, and willing to take us on
an anticlockwise circumnavigation of
the whole island, completing the tour
with a blast of the ship’s horn to salute
this very special place we had been
privileged to visit.

Zodiac landing

Cruising the Chilean Fjords:
Expedition Stop at 1030 am, the sun
was shining brightly, and the water
was crystal clear and we spent about
an hour and a half exploring the
islands and rocks and their varied
flora and fauna by Zodiac. The nearest
island was called Isla Lilian and the
nearest rock, which had cormorants
and dolphin gulls on it, was called

Roca Gloria. It was interesting to see
that the floral composition of the
forests on the banks had changed. A
ringed kingfisher remained perched
on a branch long enough for most
Zodiacs in the area to get good
views and photos. However, the
fauna put on a good show too. We
had good views of a large colony of
sea lions, who were accompanied by
adult and juvenile condors and by
white-throated caracaras and turkey
vultures. In a different spot, where
there were overhanging cliffs, we saw
king cormorants with fledglings. The
most attractive flowers were prickly
heath and the bush-like daisy called
fashine, whilst the most common tree
was Lenga (Nothofagus pumilio).
Kirke Narrows, Puerto Natales &
Torres del Paine National Park:
The first spectacle of the day was
when MS Island Sky passed through
the Kirke Narrows. Later we arrived
in front of Puerto Natales with a
cloudless blue sky and no wind.
We boarded coaches and headed
north through pre-cordillera prairies
and shrubland to visit the Torres del
Paine National Park. We entered the
park to visit the lake formed by Grey
Glacier. The beautiful lake was full of
spectacular icebergs and surrounded
by mature Lenga forest. Everywhere
we went in the park, the view was
dominated by the impressive jagged
skyline of the peaks of the “Torres
del Paine”. Surprisingly, most of the
peaks are less than 3000 metres high,
but they appear huge since they are
awesomely steep and rise from near
sea level.

Day 1 London to Buenos Aires,
Argentina. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Buenos Aires. Arrive this
morning and transfer to the Sheraton
Buenos Aires Hotel (or similar) for
a two night stay. Rooms will be
available on arrival and the remainder
of the day and evening are free to
relax and explore independently.
Day 3 Buenos Aires. During our
guided morning tour we will visit the
Plaza de Mayo, the Cathedral and
the Cabildo (Old City Hall) before we
continue towards the most traditional
neighbourhood of Buenos Aires,
San Telmo which is characterised
by its old colonial houses and the
cobblestone streets. We will continue
to the neighbourhood of La Boca to
look around the colourful zinc houses
which used to be the refuge and
home for the first immigrants and
popular artists. We will see the woods
of Palermo with 741 acres of gardens
and artificial ponds surrounded by
elegant buildings. This afternoon
is free to relax before we meet this
evening for a tango show and dinner
at a local restaurant.
Day 4 Buenos Aires to Ushuaia.
Enjoy breakfast in the hotel before
we transfer to the airport for our
scheduled flight to Ushuaia. On
arrival, transfer to the MS Island
Sky and sail this evening. Enjoy the
scenery as we enter the Beagle
Channel, named after the HMS
Beagle which Robert Fitzroy piloted
through this extraordinarily beautiful
channel with naturalist Charles Darwin
in the 1830s.
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Sea lion and pup

Cape Horn

Day 5 Cape Horn. We will make our
way around Cape Horn, one of the
best known maritime landmarks in
the world. Magellan was the first
European visitor here in 1530 and prior
to the opening of the Panama Canal
it was an important staging post.
Weather permitting we hope to use
our Zodiacs to land and enjoy a walk
to the monument. This afternoon we
return to the Beagle Channel. Here
the mountains, still partly unmapped,
drop as sheer, densely wooded cliffs
into the channel and six glaciers flow
from the 8000 foot Mount Darwin into
the sea. Penguins, dolphins and the
South American sea lions abound here
in the channel.
Days 6 to 13 Chilean Fjords, Punta
Arenas & Torres del Paine National
Park, Chile. During the next eight
days we will enjoy some of the most
stunning scenery imaginable. This vast
area of mountains, glaciers, islands,
lakes and waterfalls is untouched by
man except for a few fishing villages
which perch at ‘the end of the world’.
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MS Island Sky – Patagonian Odyssey

Andean Condor

Santiago

Petrohue River

We will make good use of our time
exploring the beautiful protected
waters, enjoying the renowned fjords
of southern Chile which rival those
of southeast Alaska in their raw
beauty and prolific wildlife. Crystal
clear reflections of vertical walls and
hanging glaciers are broken only by
the ripples of dolphins and whales,
whilst overhead, the sky is alive with
seabirds. See how quickly you run out
of suitable adjectives to describe all
you are witnessing. Our route will be
managed by our experienced Captain
and Expedition Leader alongside the
local pilots. As well as stunning scenic
cruising, the area is ideal for Zodiac
forays. From Punta Arenas we will
travel to Magdalena Island to see the
Magellan penguins that return each
year to mate and live in large groups
on the beach. This is now a protected
area and the colony numbers are
up to 10,000. As we continue our
journey we hope to navigate the
Kirke Narrows, a remarkable channel
leading between lush, forested shores,
so narrow it can only be sailed at

low tide. Dropping anchor at Puerto
Natales, we enjoy a full day in South
America’s largest national park, the
Torres del Paine. This is one of the
most spectacular places on earth,
a vast uninhabited wilderness of
glacier-draped mountains, windswept
pampas, turquoise glacial lakes and
verdant valleys. Look out for herds
of guanacos (a smaller version of the
llama), rheas, Patagonian hares, foxes
and rich birdlife and see the stunning
rock formations of the Horns of Paine.
We also hope to operate Zodiac
excursions ashore in some of the
remote fjords we pass on our journey.

We will make
good use of our
time exploring
the beautiful
fjords of
southern Chile
which rival those
of southeast
Alaska in their
raw beauty and
prolific wildlife.
Crystal clear
reflections of
vertical walls
and hanging
glaciers are
broken only by
the ripples of
dolphins and
whales, whilst
overhead, the
sky is alive
with seabirds.

Day 14 Chiloe Island. Chile’s second
largest island, Chiloe Island was one
of the first Spanish strongholds in the
Pacific Southern South America. Once
the island had been conquered, it
was hard for indigenous uprisings to
reconquer and as a result it became a
major link in the Spanish trade route
around Cape Horn. The island was
also visited by Darwin aboard the HMS
Beagle in 1831. Our visit ashore on
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Pre-Cruise Iguazu Falls Extension

7th to 11th March 2020
Iguazu Falls

Before joining your fellow travelers
in Buenos Aires, we are offering the
opportunity to join an extension to the
awe-inspiring Iguazu Falls with time to
explore both sides of the Falls and the
wonderful Atlantic rainforest setting with
its unique flora and fauna.

The Itinerary

Chiloe Island

this mainly forested island will include
Castro, one of the oldest towns in
the Americas, known for its unique
wooden architecture and stilted
houses, see the wooden cathedral of
St Francis and the historic old quarter.

lava channels creating a series of
magnificent waterfalls. We will return
to the ship via Puerto Varas situated
in a stunning location on Lago
Llanquihue with a backdrop of the
Osorno volcano.

Day 15 Puerto Montt. Just when you
thought you had seen the best Chile
has to offer, we land at picturesque
Puerto Montt, a resort town in the
Lake District. Settled by German
colonists in the mid-19th century,
much of its early Middle-European
styled architecture remains, rendering
a slightly bizarre feel in such an
obviously un- European setting.
Leaving the ship we will head to the
Vincente Perez Rosales National
Park which is the oldest in Chile and
contains three commanding volcanoes
in Osorno, Calbuco and Puntiagudo.
We will see the mighty Petrohue River
and the rapids that crash through

Day 16 Puerto Montt to Santiago.
Disembark this morning and transfer
to the airport for your flight to
Santiago. Upon arrival transfer to
the Intercontinental Hotel (or similar)
for an overnight stay and have the
remainder of the day to explore
independently. Alternatively join our
post-cruise extension.
Day 17 Santiago to London. After
breakfast in the hotel, transfer to the
airport for our scheduled indirect flight
to London.
Day 18 London. Arrive this morning.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Magellan

Standard

Columbus

Superior

Marco Polo

Premium

Marco Polo

Corner

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

Explorer

Owner’s Balcony Suites

Explorer

Island Suite

Magellan

Standard for sole use

Columbus

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£8695

£8395

£8995
£9795

£10495
£11095
£11695
£12895
£11995
£12595

£8695
£9495

£10195
£10795
£11395
£12595
£11695
£12295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Two nights hotel
accommodation in Buenos Aires with breakfast • Half day Buenos Aires tour
• Tango show & dinner in Buenos Aires • 12 nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a
full board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Shore excursions
• Noble Caledonia expedition team • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes
• Overnight hotel accommodation in Santiago with breakfast.

Not Included: Travel insurance.
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Day 1 London to Buenos Aires,
Argentina. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Buenos Aires. Arrive this
morning and transfer to the
Sheraton Buenos Aires Hotel (or
similar) for an overnight stay.
Day 3 Buenos Aires to Iguazu
Falls. After breakfast transfer to
the airport for our scheduled flight
to Iguazu Falls. On arrival transfer
to our hotel the Loi Suites (or
similar) and this afternoon enjoy a
guided tour of the Brazilian side
of the falls.
Day 4 Iguazu Falls. Enjoy a full
day at the Iguazu Falls on a series
of guided walks seeing the upper
and lower circuits and also the
Triple frontier, the meeting point
of Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay.

Day 5 Iguazu Falls to Buenos Aires.
Return to the airport this morning
and join our scheduled flight to
Buenos Aires. On arrival transfer to the
Sheraton Buenos Aires Hotel (or similar)
and (follow main itinerary from day 2).

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £1545 Single: £1995
Price Includes: Economy class
scheduled air travel, overnight hotel
accommodation in Buenos Aires and
two nights hotel accommodation
in Iguazu Falls at the Loi Suites with
breakfast daily, lunch and dinner on
days 3 & 4, guided tours at the Iguazu
Falls, transfers, airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Post-Cruise Andes & Lake District

25th to 30th March 2020

Osorno Volcano

The Itinerary

After disembarking the Island Sky travel
across the Andes from Chile to Argentina
through the majestic Three Lakes Crossing
and explore Bariloche, beautifully situated
on the steep, wooden shores of Lake Nahuel
Huapi in the Argentinian Lake District.

Day 1 Puerto Montt to Peulla. After
breakfast we disembark and travel by
coach to Petrohue at the foot of the
Osorno Volcano in the Perez Rosales
National Park. Discover the impressive
waterfalls before embarking a local
boat to cross the emerald waters of
Todos Los Santos Lake. On arrival
at Peulla, later in the afternoon, we
transfer to our Eco Lodge, Hotel
Natura (or similar) for an overnight stay.
Day 2 Peulla to Bariloche. Enjoy
a full day, spectacular drive across
the Andes including crossing two
lakes by local boat, Lake Frias and
Lake Nahuel Huapi, before reaching
Bariloche in the Argentinian Lake
District. Here we check in for our two
night stay and dinner at Llao Llao
Hotel (or similar).
Day 3 Bariloche. After breakfast
enjoy a scenic sightseeing tour
or alternatively a hike with typical
outdoor lunch before spending an
afternoon at leisure. Dinner will be
served at the hotel.

Day 4 Bariloche to Buenos Aires.
Transfer to the airport for our
internal scheduled flight to Buenos
Aires. Overnight at the Sheraton
Hotel (or similar). Enjoy the rest of
the day at leisure.
Day 5 Buenos Aires to London.
After breakfast transfer to the airport
for our flight to London
Day 6 London. Arrive today.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £1795 Single: £2295
Price Includes: Four nights
accommodation on bed and breakfast
basis as described (or similar), dinner
on days 1, 2 & 3, excursions, Noble
Caledonia Tour Manager, gratuities,
transfers, taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
NB. This extension involves
considerable overland travel with a
mixture of private and public buses
as well as public ferries. Changeable
mountain weather can be expected.
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Torres del Paine National Park

MS Island Sky – Melanesian Odyssey

+44 (0)20 7752 0000
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Japan & Her Islands

Discover the natural & cultural wonders of Japan aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
with Guest Speaker, Reverend Dr Judith Thomas
13th to 28th March 2020

J

oin the MS Caledonian Sky for this unusual voyage which focuses on the small islands and ports of southern
Koraku-en Kurashiki
Japan. However, before our exploration of Japan begins, we spend some time in Taiwan. Sitting between China
Hagi Miyajima
Kobe
and Japan it is a surprisingly beautiful island about half the size of Scotland. Chiang Kai-shek, the Chinese
Ube Takamatsu
JAPAN
nationalist leader and Mao’s great adversary crossed the sea from China with over a million of his followers
Hiroshima Himeji.
Nagasaki
Dejima
in 1949, together with many great treasures from the Forbidden City. These treasures are now housed in the
magnificent National Palace Museum in the nation’s capital of Taipei which we will explore. We will also
visit one of Taiwan’s natural wonders, the Taroko Gorge National Park.
Yakushima
After our time in Taiwan, we set sail cruising north and visit Japan’s intriguing and diverse
islands including the subtropical Yaeyama and Amami Islands where a slower pace of life
is enjoyed which contrasts to mainland Japan where we spend a further seven days.

Amami Oshima

Okinawa

Over the course of just thirteen nights we will be able to see a variety of cultures,
Keelung
Taipei
natural wonders and architectural styles. Amongst the many highlights will be
Ishigaki
Hualien
the iconic gardens of Koraku-en and Ritsurin, arriving in early spring the gardens
TAIWAN
and cherry blossoms will be just coming into bloom and the shrines and pagodas at
Miyajima and Himeji Castle which harks back to an era dominated by feudal lords.
For the nature enthusiasts we will explore the natural and underwater worlds of the southern archipelago and for those who prefer a
historical perspective, we will see the Peace memorial at Hiroshima and the remnants of the World War II battle at Okinawa. Our expert
Guest Speaker and local guides will provide an insight into Japanese culture and history along the way.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Taipei, Taiwan. Fly
by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Taipei. Arrive today and transfer
to our hotel for an overnight stay. The
remainder of the day is free to relax or
explore independently.
Day 3 Taipei & Keelung. Meet this
morning for a tour of the city including a
visit to the outstanding National Palace
Museum, a repository of over 600,000

priceless Chinese artefacts which is
located in the green hills just outside
the city as well as the Chiang Kai-Shek
Memorial Hall. After lunch we will
transfer to Keelung to embark the MS
Caledonian Sky and sail this evening.
Day 4 Hualien. From our berth in
Hualien we will enjoy a full day tour to
the Taroko Gorge National Park. Taroko
means “magnificent and beautiful” in
the local Truku language and it is clear

Okinawa

to see why the name was used. The
gorge itself stretches for 20 kilometres
with marble cliffs rising hundreds
of metres above the Liwu River. We
will see the Swallow Grotto and the
Tunnel of Nine Turns, a 1.9 kilometre
path cut into the cliffs following the
route of the original tracks along the
gorge and the Changuang Temple, a
Buddhist monastery with commanding
views of the river. Enjoy a local lunch
before returning to the ship later in the
afternoon. Alternatively explore the
scenic eastern coast on a sightseeing
drive.
Day 5 Ishigaki, Yaeyama Islands,
Japan. Our first call in Japan will be
at the Yaeyama Islands, a cluster of
coral reefs and forested mountains.
This morning, from our base in
Ishigaki we take the short journey by
local ferry to neighbouring Taketomi.
This tiny island, just 1500 metres at
its widest point and home to 300
people still offers a traditional Ryuku
way of life. We will be transported by
traditional buffalo drawn carts to view
the traditional bungalow style houses
with low slung terracotta roofs and
rocky walls covered in hibiscus and
bougainvillea. We return to the ship
for lunch and this afternoon is free to
relax on board or ashore.
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Day 6 Okinawa, Ryuku Islands.
Spend the morning at sea arriving at
lunchtime in the largest of the Ryuku
Island archipelago, Okinawa. It is
probably best known for the long
and bloody battle of World War II
which lasted 82 days. There will be
a choice of excursion this morning,
either choose to learn more about
this significant encounter when
we visit the former Japanese Navy
Underground Head Quarters, the
Peace Memorial Park and Himeyuri
Tower, which commemorates the
fate of female high school students,
who worked in army field hospitals in
caves under horrendous conditions.
Alternatively, stretch your legs as we
walk through the Gangala Valley, a
working excavation site with human
pre-historic remains dating back some
18,000 years. We will walk past the
“walking Banyan tree” and see the
caves, the history of which our guides
will explain. Before returning to the
vessel we will see the Shuri Castle,
perched on a hill overlooking Naha
which used to be a centre of the
Ryukyu Kingdom.
Day 7 Amami Oshima, Amami
Islands. After a morning at sea we
arrive on Amami Oshima, a natural
sub-tropical, paradise situated in the
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Oshima Amami

Day 8 Yakushima. Arrive this morning
at the very south of Kyushu and the
island of Yakushima which became
Japan’s first UNESCO World Heritage
Site in 1993 and has a particularly
diverse flora. We will spend the
morning on a choice of nature
walks in Yakusugi Land, a nature
park populated by a number of the
island’s ancient cedar trees, such as
the Buddhasugi, Futagosugi and
Sennensugi, which are over 3000 years
old. The afternoon is free to relax.
Day 9 Nagasaki & Dejima. Arrive this
morning in Nagasaki, the second city
destroyed by an A-bomb in World War
II. We will tour the Peace Memorial
Park, Atomic Bomb Museum and
Dejima Island which was built during
the Edo Period to accommodate
Portuguese Christian missionaries
and prevent the propagation of their
religion. It was also the residential
quarters of the Dutch, the only
foreigners allowed to trade in Japan
during the Sakoku (Isolation) Period.
For 200 years, until Japan reopened the
country in the 19th century, Dejima was
its only window to the world. With the
reopening of the port to Westerners
in the latter half of the 19th century,
Nagasaki flowered as a prosperous
and sophisticated international city.
Suitable housing was required for
the sudden influx of foreigners who
made their homes here. Many of the
comfortable stone and clapboard
residences that were built during this
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period survive today and are preserved
in Glover Garden which we will visit this
afternoon. The best known Europeanstyle residence here is Glover House.
Built in 1863, it was the setting for
Puccini’s opera Madame Butterfly.
Day 10 Hagi. Hagi was a minor fishing
port until Mori Terumoto fortified it
in 1604 and it was Mori Samurai that
helped spark off the anti-Tokugawa
revolt in the mid-19th century. Today
it is better known for its traditional
pottery making traditions. On our
morning tour we will explore the
Teramachi District with its temples
and shrines, the Jokamachi District,
where we find the old samurai
houses and also take time to explore
Hagi Castle, Shizuki Park and Tokoji
Temple. Return to the vessel for lunch
and this afternoon is free to relax or
perhaps travel to the outskirts of the
city and the Yoshika Taibi Memorial
Museum which is dedicated to a large
collection of Hagiyaki pottery which
was highly prized in the Edo Period as
wares for tea ceremonies.
Day 11 Ube, Yamaguchi. We continue
our exploration of Japan and visit
some sites of historic, southern
Yamaguchi prefecture. From our base
at the port of Ube we will travel inland
to visit the picturesque five-storied
Pagoda of Rurikoji Temple and the
surrounding park. Dating back to
1442, the pagoda was built in memory
of Yoshihiro Mori Terumoto who
ruled this area during this period. We
also hope to visit the Fujigochi Tea
Plantation and enjoy a tour of the tea
factory and plantation where the local
Ono Tea is produced from 70 hectares
of gentle rolling countryside.

Koraku-en Gardens

Yakushima

Taroko Gorge National Park

Memorial Park, Nagasaki

Hagi Toko ji temple

Day 12 Miyajima & Hiroshima.
Considered one of Japan’s top scenic
wonders, Miyajima provides a picture
postcard vista of the scarlet Torii gate,
the giant camphor wood gates at the
entrance to the Shinto Shrine. We will
use the vessel’s Zodiacs to go ashore
and explore the Itsukushima Jinja
Shrine, founded in the 6th century and
dedicated to three sea goddesses. The
shrine is a designated World Heritage
Site. Over lunch we sail to Hiroshima
for our visit to the compelling Peace
Memorial Park. The park is dotted with
memorials, including the Cenotaph
which contains the names of all the
known victims of the A-bomb and the
permanently lit “Flame of Peace”. Just
outside the park, the A-Bomb Dome is
a haunting reminder of the destructive
forces that were unleashed on the city
being one of the few original buildings
to survive. In the museum we will see
photos, videos and victim’s personal
effects relating to the bomb.
Day 13 Takamatsu. The MS Caledonian
Sky will berth in Takamatsu located on
Shikoki Island on the northern shores
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Amami Islands and surrounded by
transparent waters, brightly coloured
coral reefs and tropical fish. The island
is almost entirely covered in forest
and mangrove and offers fantastic
bird watching and wildlife sightings.
We have the afternoon to explore
and will visit the Nature Observation
Park where we can walk through the
forest and hope to see the Amami jay,
ruddy kingfisher, Ryukyu akashobin,
butterflies and possibly the rare
black hare. We will also see local
industry and watch the process of
making tsumugi and kasuri silk-cotton
fabrics, used for making kimonos, at
the Oshima Tsumugi Village, a craft
complex in a beautiful hillside setting
amongst flowers. Many of the local
plants are used in dyeing.

Taiwan Pre-Cruise Extension

Ritsurin Garden

8th to 14th March 2020
Tainan

If you would like to explore
Taiwan before joining the
main group in Taipei, we are
offering an escorted tour
providing the opportunity
to explore the scenery,
culture, history and cuisine
of this fascinating land.

The Itinerary

of the Seto Inland Sea. This morning
we visit Kinashi Town preserving a rich
history of producing bonsai for 250
years. We will explore the town, visit a
Bonsai nursery and make our way to
Ritsurin Garden, recognised as one of
the most beautiful in Japan and built
by feudal lords in the early Edo Period.
With a backdrop against the wooded
Mount Shiun, we will wander along the
paths of this historic landscape garden
dotted with ponds, historic trees and
pavilions. Enjoy an afternoon at leisure
exploring Takamatsu town.
Day 14 Korakuen & Kurashiki. From
the port of Uno-Ko we will visit one
of Japan’s most famed gardens,
Korakuen, which translates as “Garden
of pleasure after”. This 17th century
formal garden has 28 acres of walking
trails, ponds, plum and cherry trees,
and a classic teahouse where we
will experience a traditional tea
ceremony. After a Japanese lunch in
a local restaurant we will continue to
Kurashiki where we explore the old
merchant quarter and its fine 17th
century wooden warehouses painted
white with traditional black tiles, along
a canal framed with weeping willows
and filled with koi.

Day 15 Himeji. Today we arrive at
Himeji where we will visit the recently
renovated Himeji Castle. Built in the
16th century, Himeji Castle is a World
Heritage Site and a national treasure
being one of the few original feudal
era fortresses remaining. The castle’s
name means “white egret,” and
the gleaming white walls that soar
high above the plains below justify
its name. A guided tour will take us
through the castle, past the main
keeps walls featuring “ishiotoshi”,
narrow openings that allowed
defending soldiers to fire arrows or
pour boiling oil onto anyone trying to
scale the walls. From the top of the
keep there are wonderful views to the
inland sea. Continue to the Himeji
Koko-en, a reconstruction of the
former samurai quarters containing
nine Edo period style homes and
gardens including koi ponds and
intricately pruned trees. Return to the
ship for lunch and this afternoon is
free to explore further independently.
Day 16 Kobe to London. Disembark
this morning in Kobe and transfer to
Osaka airport for the return scheduled
indirect flight to London. Arrive this
evening.

Day 1 London to Taipei, Taiwan. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Taipei. Arrive today and transfer to our hotel. Remainder of day at
leisure.
Day 3 Taipei to Taroko Gorge. Drive to Taroko Gorge National Park where we
will enjoy walks and stunning scenery. Overnight in Taroko Gorge.
Day 4 Taroko Gorge to Sun Moon Lake. Drive across the central mountain
range enjoying impressive mountain scenery. Arrive to Sun Moon Lake later in
the afternoon and visit Wen Wu Temple. Overnight at Sun Moon Lake.
Day 5 Tainan. Drive south to the historic town of Tainan in Southern Taiwan
for a two night stay. Enjoy an afternoon tour including the Confucious Temple
and Chihkan Tower.
Day 6 Tainan. Visit the Buddha Memorial Centre and Fouguansan Monastery.
Remainder of day at leisure.
Day 7 Tainan to Taipei. Return to Taipei visiting Lukang historic town enroute. Arrive into Taipei and check into our hotel mid-afternoon. Continue
with main itinerary from day 2.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £995 Single: £1495
Price Includes: Five nights hotel accommodation with breakfast, 5 lunches, 4 dinners,
excursions as listed, Tour Manager, transfers, gratuities.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
Please note that this tour involves two to four hours driving on most days. Small,
winding roads can be expected in mountainous regions and midi coaches will be used.

Kyoto Post-Cruise Extension
28th March to 1st April 2020
Kinkakuji Temple

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Castle

£8295
Standard		

Caledonian
Promenade
Bridge
Promenade
Promenade
Castle
Caledonian

Brochure Price

£8495
Superior		
£8795
Premium		
£9295
Deluxe Balcony 		
£9595
Premium Balcony		

£10795
Owners Corner Suite with balcony		
£9995
Standard for sole use		

£10395
Superior for sole use		

The Itinerary
Special Offer Price
£7795
£7995
£8295
£8795
£9095
£10295

Day 1 Kobe to Kyoto. Disembark in Kobe and join a tour of Kyoto and Nara,
before transferring to your hotel for a four night stay.
Day 2 Kyoto. Afternoon visit to Kiyomizu Temple.
Day 3 Kyoto. Full day excursion to visit Arashiyama and Tenryuji Temple.
Day 4 Kyoto. Day at leisure followed by Gala Dinner.
Day 5 Kyoto to London. Check-out this morning and transfer to Osaka
airport for the return scheduled indirect flight to London.

£9495
£9895

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel
accommodation in Taipei with breakfast • 13 nights aboard the
MS Caledonian Sky on a full board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch
& dinner • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia onboard team • Transfers
• Gratuities • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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If you would like to spend some
time in Kyoto after your cruise we
are offering a four night extension
which should coincide with the early
flowering cherry blossom depending
on local conditions.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £2195 Single: £2795
Price Includes: Four nights hotel accommodation in Kyoto with breakfast, three
lunches, four dinners, excursions as listed, Tour Manager, transfers, gratuities.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Himeji Castle
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East & West of Panama

An exploration of Peru, Ecuador, Colombia & Panama by sea including a transit
of the Panama Canal aboard the MS Hebridean Sky
26th March to 12th April 2020

L

et us take you to some of the loveliest, untouched and
fascinating places in Peru, Ecuador, Panama and Colombia
as we sail from the Pacific coast of Peru to the Caribbean coast
of Colombia including a transit through the Panama Canal, top of
many a traveller’s wish list.
Beginning in Lima, we will sail north along the coast of Peru
visiting Chan Chan, a pre-Columbian site of the Chimu culture and
the largest adobe city in the world. Also land on Lobos de Tierra, a
tiny island off the Peruvian coast, famous for its abundant marine
and birdlife. After a day at sea we continue our exploration of this
wildlife rich region visiting Ecuador’s Machalilla National Park, a
protected coastal haven for a huge diversity of birdlife and wildlife.
Further north, visit Colombia’s Utria National Park with its dense
rainforest, mangroves and home to many bird species, reptiles and
monkeys. After our transit of the Panama Canal, a 50 mile passage
which still continues to astonish the most veteran traveler, we spend
time in Panama’s stunning San Blas Archipelago where the Kuna
Indians proudly preserve their heritage. Our voyage ends surrounded
by the colonial architecture of Cartagena, a fitting end to our diverse
and fascinating exploration of South America.
Much of our itinerary is far from the ‘big ship’ routes and a voyage
such as this would be difficult to comprehend or undertake by any
other means than a cruise. The MS Hebridean Sky is the perfect
vessel for such a journey and our Zodiacs will be put to good use in
the more remote places allowing us to land and explore otherwise
unreachable places. Our experienced expedition team will add
much to your enjoyment and knowledge through their lectures and
briefings regarding all we will see and experience.

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Lima, Peru. Fly by
scheduled flight. Arrive this evening
into Lima and transfer to the Westin
Lima Hotel (or similar) for a two night
stay. Enjoy the remainder of the
evening at leisure.
Day 2 Lima. After breakfast in the
hotel we will have a free morning to
relax or explore independently. In the
early afternoon we enjoy a tour of
Lima city, which was founded by the
conquistador Francisco Pizarro in 1535,
and then named the ‘City of Kings’
by the Spaniards who took the city
in name of the Spanish Crown. See
the most important buildings in the
Plaza Mayor, such as the Government
Palace, the beautiful cathedral and
the various small palaces and colonial
balconies that adorn the capital of the
Peruvian Republic, all of which was
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declared a World Heritage Site by
UNESCO thanks to its well-preserved
architecture. Before we return to the
hotel there will be some time devoted
to the Larco Herrera Museum where
we will be able to admire wonderful
displays of Peru’s pre-Columbian
ceramic and textile art. This evening
meet for dinner in the hotel.

Day 4 At Sea. Spend a relaxing day on
board the MS Hebridean Sky. Maybe
join a lecture or find a spot on deck.
Day 5 Salaverry. Arrive this morning
at Salaverry, our base for a full day of
touring. From the port we will drive to
the ruins of Chan, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and the imperial capital
of the Chimu, where we explore the
ruins of the largest adobe city in
the world, marvelling at their skillful
irrigation and engineering projects.
We also visit the intriguing desert city
of Trujillo. This oasis city was founded
by Pizarro in 1536 and still exudes
much Spanish colonial charm. Visit the
Casa Urquiaga, a mansion containing
pre-Columbian ceramics and the
Plaza de Armas with its imposing
17th century cathedral. Return to
the ship for lunch and this afternoon
we will visit Huaca de la Luna to see
the Huaca del Sol pyramids from the
Moche culture, a remarkable pre-Inca
civilisation also spend time in the
fascinating on-site museum.
Day 6 Lobos de Tierra. Today, weather
permitting, will be the first opportunity
to use our Zodiacs as we visit the
offshore island of Lobos de Tierra.
In the 19th century this was the site
of a large guano mining centre
however today it is an important
seabird sanctuary and home to
Peruvian pelicans, blue footed
boobies and cormorants. We will
explore the coastline in the Zodiacs
and take walks ashore watching for the
birdlife and South American sea lions
in the waters.

Panama
Cartagena
San Blas
Canal
Panama
City
PANAMA
Bahia Solano
Utria National Park
Isla Gorgona

COLOMBIA

Isla de la Plata
Puerto Lopez
ECUADOR

Lobos de Tierra
Salaverry
PERU
Callao

Lima

Day 7 At Sea. Maybe join one of the
lectures in the lounge, read a book in
the library or watch for wildlife from
the deck as we have a day at sea
sailing to Ecuador.
Day 8 Puerto Lopez, Ecuador. Today
we start our exploration of coastal
Ecuador and anchor at Puerto Lopez
for an excursion to the Machalilla
National Park, an area of great
diversity on the juncture of the cold
Humboldt current flowing north and
the warm El Nino current flowing
south. It contains one of the world’s
largest tropical dry forests, at 55,000
hectares, and is an example of the
vegetation that once covered 25% of

San Blas

Day 3 Lima. Today we will head out
of the city to the famous Pachacamac
Temple, a religious compound which
dates from the 3rd century and made
entirely of clay. Visit the impressive
Temples of the Sun and Moon as we
learn about the Inca and Pre-Inca
people that lived here. After lunch in a
local restaurant we transfer to the MS
Hebridean Sky, berthed in the port of
Callao. This evening enjoy a welcome
dinner and drinks as we sail north.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

South American sea lions

Frigate bird

Ecuador’s land mass. We travel inland
to a small village with an interesting
archaeological site. Here we will split
into groups for our walks to see the
varied flora and fauna, including
several types of cacti, kapok and palo
santo trees that have adapted to the
arid conditions, and the many varieties
of birds including coastal parrots.
We will take lunch in the park before
returning to the pleasant fishing
village of Puerto Lopez.
Day 9 Isla de la Plata. Around forty
kilometres off the Ecuadorian coast
is the small island of Isla de la Plata
(Silver Island) where it is claimed
Sir Francis Drake buried some of
his treasure. The island is part of
the Machalilla National Park and a
sanctuary for sea birds such as the
red footed, blue footed and Nazca
boobies who share the steep cliffs
with frigate birds, albatrosses and
the red-billed tropic birds. Today
our naturalists will lead nature walks
searching for wildlife before sailing in
the late afternoon.
Day 10 At Sea. Spend a relaxing day
at sea as we sail towards Colombia.
Day 11 Isla Gorgona, Colombia.
Once a high security prison island
located 50 miles off the Colombian
mainland, Gorgona Island has
reinvented itself as a natural paradise
with golden sandy beaches, fresh
water streams, waterfalls and tropical
forests. In the mid-1980s the island
became a National Park, the prison
converted to a research centre and
one of the houses to a museum. We
will spend the day on the island and

+44 (0)20 7752 0000
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Machalilla National Park

offer a choice of activities including
nature walks looking for some of the
many species of birds, snakes, sloths
and monkeys as well as the blue
anole – the world’s only blue lizard.
Alternatively enjoy a swim or snorkel
from the beaches or learn more about
the history of the island from the local
guides.
Days 12 & 13 Utria National Park &
Bahia Solano. Today we land on the
Pacific coast of Colombia and have a
day and a half to explore this beautiful
area which is well off the traditional
cruise routes. Here we find the Utria
National Park, a tropical forest which
reaches down to the sandy beaches.
Using our Zodiacs to get ashore we
will enjoy hikes and nature trails and
observe the flora and fauna with our
local guides. In Bahia Solano we will
visit the small town whilst the more
active amongst us may wish to join
a walk to a private rainforest reserve
which runs alongside the Rio Mecana
and is part of a 170 hectare nature
reserve. Made up of mangroves,
tropical forest, native plants and trees
of the Choco region, our local guides
will point out the indigenous plants
and birdlife and highlight the ongoing
reforestation programmes. We also
hope to offer a chance to swim from
the beaches.
Day 14 Panama City, Panama.
Panama City is a combination of
the historic old town, declared a
UNESCO Historical Monument, and
the ultra-modern new town. We will
offer a choice of activities today. Join
an excursion to the Panama Canal
Observation Centre and learn about

the expansion of the canal before
visiting the Miraflores Locks Visitor
Centre where we see the history of
the canal and watch the ships as they
pass through. Alternatively, for those
interested in meeting the Embera
Indians, a tour to the Chagres National
Park has been arranged where we can
take a dug out canoe to the village in
the jungle, meet the local tribe and
learn about their history.
Day 15 Panama Canal Transit. An
undisputed destination on the travel
bucket list must be the Panama Canal.
The first attempt to build the canal
was made by a French company but
ended in failure in 1889. The American
government eventually bought out the
French for 40 million dollars, and their
attempt to build the Canal started
in 1904. Through the efforts of over
80,000 workers and the loss of more
than 30,000 lives, the greatest single
construction project ever undertaken
was completed. The project ended
in triumph, with the Canal opening
in 1914, and it is now a vital artery of
international trade, with nearly 14,000
ships travelling through it every year.
The canal is around 50 miles long and
takes between eight to ten hours to
cross.

Much of this
itinerary is far
from the ‘big
ship’ routes and
a voyage such
as this would
be difficult to
comprehend or
undertake by any
other means than
a cruise. The MS
Hebridean Sky
is the perfect
vessel for this
journey and our
Zodiacs will
be put to good
use in the more
remote places
allowing us to
land and explore
otherwise
unreachable
places.

Day 16 San Blas. Spend the
morning at the stunning San Blas
Archipelago. The archipelago is made
up of over 400 islands which line the
north coast of Panama with white
sandy beaches set in a turquoise
sea. The islands are home to the
indigenous Kuna Indians who gained
self-rule from the government of
Panama in the 1920s and maintain
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Lima

Panama Canal

Post-Cruise Colombia Extension

11th to 17th April
2020
Vestmanna

Bogota

Upon disembarking the MS Hebridean Sky we are offering a five night
extension in Colombia to further explore this varied and fascinating country.

The Itinerary

Utria National Park

their traditional way of life including
the production of colourful fabric art
known as ‘molas’. Choose to join a
nature walk or maybe enjoy a swim
from the beach. Return to the ship for
lunch and a relaxing afternoon at sea.
Day 17 Cartagena, Colombia to
London. Cartagena is one of the
most fascinating cities in South
America and after disembarking this
morning we enjoy a walking tour

of the colonial walled-city which is
virtually surrounded by water and
steeped in history, with a wealth of
16th and 17th century buildings and
churches. Our guides will bring the
history of the city to life as we walk its
streets and ramparts. After lunch in a
local restaurant we will transfer to the
airport for our scheduled indirect flight
to London.
Day 18 London. Arrive this morning.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Amundsen

Standard

£ Byrd

Superior

Mawson

Premium

Mawson

Corner

Scott

Deluxe Balcony

Shackleton

Owner’s Balcony

Shackleton

Hebridean

Amundsen

Standard for sole use

Byrd

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£9295

£8795

£9995

£9495

£9495
£10495

£8995
£9995

£11495

£10995

£13395

£12895

£11995
£11495
£12495

£11495
£10995
£11995

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Two nights hotel
accommodation in Lima with breakfast • Dinner on day 2 & lunch on day 3 • 14 nights
aboard the MS Hebridean Sky on a full board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch
& dinner • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Gratuities • Transfers
• Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.
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Day 1 Cartagena, Colombia. Spend the morning as per day 17 of the main
itinerary. After lunch transfer to the Grand Hyatt Hotel (or similar) for an
overnight stay including dinner.
Day 2 Cartagena to Medellin. After breakfast in the hotel transfer to the
airport for our scheduled flight to Medellin. Upon arrival enjoy lunch in a local
restaurant before we check-in to the Hotel Park 10 (or similar) for our two night
stay. Colombia’s second largest city, Medellin is located among the fertile
green hills of the Antioquia region and its nickname ‘the city of eternal spring’
is immediately apparent in its almost year round temperate climate. Before
dinner join a tour of the historic town centre and visit the Antioquia Museum
housing one of the world’s largest collections of Fernando Botero paintings.
Day 3 Medellin. This morning we will further explore the city including a
scenic ride on the Metrocable, a gondola built to help locals commute from
mountainside towns into the city. We will also learn more about the urban
regeneration projects of Medellin. After lunch the afternoon will be at leisure
to explore independently or relax in the hotel. Meet this evening for dinner.
Day 4 Medellin to Bogota. Colombia is famous for its coffee and this morning
we will head out of Medellin into the surrounding countryside. See the
production process from coffee bean to cup at a coffee roastery and further
explore the history and culture of Colombian coffee. After lunch return the
Medellin airport for our scheduled flight to Bogota. Upon arrival transfer to
the Sofitel Victoria Regia Hotel (or similar) for our two night stay. Enjoy dinner
this evening in a local restaurant.
Day 5 Bogota. Bogota is a melting pot of people from around Colombia, it
is diverse and multi-cultural, with a wonderful blend of modern and colonial
architecture. On a full day tour which will include lunch, we will visit the historic
downtown area of Candelaria, full of small cobbled streets and excellent
museums including the Gold Museum where objects crafted by the Muiscas,
the first ever populations inhabiting Bogota are carefully exhibited. Spend
time at the Paloquemao flower and fruit market before we travel up to
Monserrate Hill top for magnificent views over the capital. Return to our hotel
in the late afternoon and meet for dinner this evening.
Day 6 Bogota to London. Check-out from the hotel after breakfast and
transfer to the airport for our scheduled flight to London.
Day 7 London. Arrive this morning.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £2145 Single: £2695
Price Includes: Overnight hotel accommodation in Cartagena, two nights hotel
accommodation in both Medellin & Bogota, scheduled internal flights, all meals as
mentioned in the itinerary, excursions and transfers as described, English speaking
guides, Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, gratuities. Not Included: Travel insurance.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Blue-footed Boobies, Isla de la Plata

MS Hebridean Sky – xxxxx
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Passage through Polynesia
An expedition from Tahiti to Fiji aboard the MS Island Sky
16th April to 2nd May 2020

T

he name Polynesia means ‘many islands’ and no one could argue with the suitability of this title. There are islands of low lying coral
with some of the most beautiful beaches in the world and contrasting volcanic mountainous structures of lush, incomparable beauty.
On the more remote islands, villages are still composed of thatched houses, set amongst the shade of the breadfruit and coconut trees. Many
islands are important nesting grounds for seabirds and sea turtles and the lagoons are breeding grounds for countless species of fish.
From the Polynesian paradise of Tahiti we travel to the Cook Islands and Tonga with visits to a number of the smaller islands such as
Atiu, with only 560 residents, and uninhabited Tofua. Meet local villagers, learn about Polynesian culture and its many ancient rituals and
experience a wide range of unique flora and fauna.
The only comfortable way to explore this intriguing region is by sea
and we are fortunate in having one of the finest and best equipped
expedition vessels in the world for our explorations. Helping us
understand all the wonders we will encounter will be our expedition
team who will accompany us ashore and enlighten us with their
onboard talks. With our fleet of Zodiac landing craft we will explore
inlets, lagoons and land in otherwise inaccessible places.

SOCIETY
ISLANDS
Honeymoon Island
Levuka
FIJI

Fulaga

TONGA

POLYNESIA

Vava’u Islands

Niue
Ha'apai Islands

COOK ISLANDS
Palmerston

Taha’a
Raiatea
Tahiti

Aitutaki

Atiu

What To Expect…
Flexibility is the key to an expedition cruise; sometimes the whole day’s schedule will
be changed to maximise your experience, something that would not be possible on
a large cruise ship. Each day holds something new and to provide you with an idea of
what to expect, below are some extracts from ship’s logs from previous expeditions:

Landing by Zodiac

Local, Atiu

Palmerston, Cook Islands: What a wonderful surprise Palmerston proved to be.
The island is delightful, as close to a paradise coral atoll as it is possible to get.
The 60 residents have no form of transport other than small motorcycles so there
is no need for roads, only sandy tracks. A welcoming group gave us coconuts
to drink from. A minister conducted a service of welcome and the mayor gave
a short speech before accepting materials for the school we had brought with
us. Islanders staged a dance programme, largely performed by schoolchildren
who took us off in small groups to see the village afterwards. We visited Lucky
School, the solar farm which supplies the majority of the island’s electricity, and
chatted to islanders in their homes. Our time was our own and we gained a great

Niue coastline

impression of life which is devoid of most modern facilities such as television.
Lunch was on board, although a few people chose to stay ashore. The Duke’s Pool
is a popular swimming spot which we descended upon in the afternoon. People
enjoyed snorkelling, sunbathing, further exploration of the island or watching the
red-tailed tropicbirds and great frigate birds which drifted low over our heads.
We left Palmerston with regret: it had been a taste of the simplest life imaginable,
with sweet children who displayed a non-worldliness and innocence long lost in
western society.
Atiu, Cook Islands: We would spend three days in total exploring the Cook Islands
and our first stop was Atiu where Captain Cook landed on the west side of the
island in 1775. Today we were offered a choice of two local tours. The first was
a wildlife tour led by local Birdman George (accompanied of course by our own
Birdmen Tony and Brent) and the second a cultural tour with a variety of guides
who would drive small groups of us around the island visiting some of the key
points of interest. Over the course of the next couple of hours we visited the site
where Captain James Cook is believed to have taken his first footsteps on the
island as well as coffee plantations, taro patches, churches and many of us were
invited to the local island homes and gardens of our guides providing even more
personal insight to life on the island. Meanwhile on the eco tour, Birdman George
led a convoy of three vans around the island to take a closer look at local birds
and plants. Between the three ornithologists both the endemic Atiu swiftlet and
the Rimatara lorikeet were spotted. In addition to these rare birds, the groups also
enjoyed sightings of the chattering kingfisher resting on power lines and football
posts, the lesser frigate bird and the beautiful white or fairy terns.

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Tahiti, French
Polynesia. Fly by scheduled indirect
flight.
Day 2 Tahiti. Arrive this morning
and transfer to our hotel for an
overnight stay. The afternoon and
evening will be at leisure to relax and
enjoy the hotel facilities or explore
independently.
Day 3 Tahiti. After breakfast in the
hotel we will embark on a full day
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tour of Tahiti. We will start at the
Arahoho Blow Hole. This lava tube,
designed by liquid lava flowing
under cold and hard lava, has
created a channel. When waves
crash against the rocks and enter
the channel the result is a powerful
sea water geyser. We will enjoy
lunch at a local restaurant before
visiting the Museum of Tahiti and
her Islands. Later this afternoon we
transfer to the MS Island Sky and
sail tonight.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Wild flower

Day 5 At Sea. Relax on board as we
sail to the Cook Islands.
Day 6 Atiu, Cook Islands. Our first
stop in the Cook Islands is the small
island of Atiu. With only 560 residents
we will be guaranteed a special
welcome. There will be the chance
to join the local expert “Birdman
George” on a walking tour to search
for the Rarotonga monarch, chattering
kingfisher, Cook Island fruit dove and
Atiu swiftlets. Alternatively, discover
the island on a tour which will include
James Cook’s landing site from 1777,
the coffee plantations and a visit to
some of the local houses. After lunch
on board there will be the chance to
return to Atiu for a relaxing afternoon
exploring from the beach or maybe
enjoy a taste of the local Tumunu,
a traditional drink brewed from
fermented oranges.
Day 7 Aitutaki. This lovely lagoon
is famous for its fascinating coral
formations and bountiful brightly hued
tropical fish. After a lively welcome this
morning, join an island drive which will
explore the sleepy village of Arutanga
seeing the oldest church in the Cook
Islands. We will see the lush forest of
Nikaupara and from the top of Mount
Piraki will view the bunkers built during
World War II. From the top of Maunga
Pu we are treated to breathtaking
views of the island and lagoon.
Alternatively, you may wish to join our
naturalists for a cruise and snorkel in
the lagoon. We sail after lunch and
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enjoy an afternoon on board as we
cruise to our next island.

MS Island Sky – Passage through Polynesia

Day 4 Raiatea & Taha’a. Raiatea is
recognised throughout Tahiti as its
“Sacred Island”, the cultural heart of
all Polynesia. Local Polynesian legends
say Raiatea, formerly known as “Havai”
was the island of origin of great
voyaging canoes that took the people
as far as Hawaii. This, the second
largest Tahitian isle, was the centre of
religion and culture over 1000 years
ago and still lends enchantment to
ancient legends told to this day. This
morning’s island tour will include
a visit to the Taputapuatea marae
which dates back over 1000 years.
This afternoon we sail over to the
neighbouring island of Taha’a where
we plan to visit a vanilla plantation.
With the rich aroma of vanilla lingering
heavily in the air, Taha’a offers a
glimpse of the traditional, tranquil life
of the Tahitians.

Swimming hole, Niue

Day 8 Palmerston. The engaging
history of the William Masters
family comes alive as we meet the
descendants of this eccentric 19th
century Englishman who took three
native brides. We will be welcomed
by the local officials before enjoying
a walk through the village. Extremely
fine handicrafts are made on this
island and here the birdwatchers
could catch sight of the red-tailed
tropic birds. This afternoon we will
have a chance to swim or snorkel from
the beach where large coral blocks
team with goatfish, boxfish, groupers,
stingray and turtles.
Day 9 At sea. Relax on board, join a
lecture in the lounge or simply find
a spot on deck and watch the world
go by.
Day 10 Niue. Niue is one of the
smallest independent nations on
earth at just 260 square kilometres
with a population of just 1200 people.
Populated since the 10th century,
the first European to sight Niue
was Captain Cook in 1774 but his
attempts to land were refused by the
inhabitants. Today we will visit the
capital, Alofi Village, and stop at the
Philatelic Bureau, where some of the
world’s most sought-after stamps may
be purchased. We will continue to
Matapa Chasm, a secluded cleft in
the sea cliffs, where we discover the
perfect swimming hole. Return to the
ship for lunch and an afternoon at sea.

Coconut crab

Palmerston, Cook Islands

Red-tailed tropic bird
Aitutaki, Cook Islands

Day 11 Vava’u, Tonga. After crossing
the International Date Line (so it is
now 27 April), we arrive this morning in
the Vava’u islands, part of the kingdom
of Tonga and the pretty port of Neiafu.
Spend the morning independently
exploring the town, maybe visit the
local market or enjoy a drink in a
harbourside cafe.
Day 12 Ha’apai Islands. Today we
arrive at the Ha’apai group which
consists of 62 islands comprising
of lagoons, barrier reefs and active
volcanoes. The islands have a rich
maritime history with Abel Tasman
being the first European to visit the
islands in 1643 whilst Captain James
Cook visited twice in the 1770s.
However, the most famous event was
Mutiny of the HMS Bounty which
occurred between the islands of Lifuka
and Tofua. It was on the island of Tofua
that Captain William Bligh landed
after being cast off from the Bounty
with limited provisions and nautical
equipment. A hostile reception from
the islanders meant they quickly fled
to sea again. Tropical forests grow
along gentle slopes here and at the
centre of the island is the volcanic
crater, with a clear blue lake at its
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Ha’apai Islands

Church, Levuka

Butterfly Fish

base. During the morning we hope
to offer a Zodiac cruise to explore the
coastline of this historic island.
Day 13 Fulaga, Fiji. Our first call at a
Fijian island will be on Fulaga, famous
for its woodcarving and the making of
large outrigger canoes. Over 100 tiny
islands in the Fulaga Lagoon have been
undercut into extraordinary mushroom
shapes and the surrounding waters
are tinged with striking colours by the
dissolved limestone. On arrival we
hope to meet with the village elder
to welcome us to the island before
spending the morning using our
Zodiacs to explore the rocks or find a
suitable beach to land for swimming,
snorkelling or beachcombing.
Day 14 Levuka & Honeymoon Island.
The island of Levuka and the town of
Ovalau has a special place in Fijian

history as it was here in 1874 that
the Fiji Islands were ceded to the
British and also where in 1970 Fiji was
declared independent again. The
town is unlike any other Fijian town
having retained the colonial buildings
which made it the first Fijian site to
be granted UNESCO status. Join a
walking tour around Nasova village
on the shores of the bay and visit the
museum and Cession Monument,
the site where Chief Cakobau signed
the deed ceding Fiji to Great Britain.
This afternoon we will relocate to
Honeymoon Island where we can relax
on the beach or join an organised
snorkelling trip.
Day 15 Fiji to London. Disembark this
morning and transfer to the airport for
our scheduled indirect flight to London.
Day 16 London. Arrive today.

Magellan

Standard

Columbus

Superior

Marco Polo

Premium

Marco Polo

Corner

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

Explorer

Owner’s Balcony Suites

Explorer

Island Suite

Magellan

Standard for sole use

Columbus

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£9995

£9495

£10595

£10095

£10295

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £725 Single: £975
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Moorea with breakfast, transfers
from airport to hotel and from hotel to the the main island using local boats and
vehicles, half day island tour, gratuities.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

£10895
£11695
£11895
£13495
£13495
£13795

If you would like to extend your time in Fiji after
disembarking the MS Island Sky, we are offering
a relaxing three night stay at the Lomani Island
Resort. Lomani is located in the Mamanuca group
of islands which are offshore west of Fiji’s main
island, Vitu Levi. The Mamanuca islands are famous
for their white sand beaches and this boutique
hotel features just 24 suites.

£9795
£10395
£11195
£11395
£12995
£12995
£13295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel
accommodation in Tahiti with breakfast • 12 nights aboard the MS Island
Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch &
dinner • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore excursions
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.
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Extend your time in Tahiti with our two night stay on the
island of Moorea, this heart shaped island is situated
close to the main island of Tahiti and is renowned as
one of the most beautiful in the world. From our hotel
base there will be the opportunity to enjoy water sports
or alternatively you may wish to explore the island
seeing the plantations of cotton, coffee, sugarcane
and pineapples and the majestic mountains with views over the island and
wonderful waterfalls. Upon check-out on 17th April, transfer to the main island
and continue with the main itinerary from day 2.

1st to 5th May 2020

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Suite Category

14th to 17th April 2020

Post-Cruise Fiji Extension

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Deck

Pre-Cruise Moorea Extension

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy
Beachfront Bure:
Twin: £1295 Single: £1945

Beachfront Pool Bure:
Twin: £1395 Single: £2145

Price Includes: Three nights hotel accommodation on half board basis (breakfast
and dinner), orientation tour, transfers to and from the resort using local boats.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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Islands of the Azores

An island hopping discovery of the Azores Archipelago aboard the MS Hebridean Sky
21st April to 1st May 2020

F

ar out in the Atlantic, some 800 miles from the Portuguese coast, the nine islands of the Azores are known for their spectacular volcanic
scenery, abundant flora and peaceful lifestyle. But, the appeal of this remote and unsophisticated archipelago is difficult to define in
words. If you appreciate dramatic scenery, exploring islands where time appears to be standing still, watching for passing whales and learning
about the local people and their customs, then this could be the voyage for you. The islands are also perfect for walking enthusiasts with paths
through verdant mountain landscapes and we are offering some hiking opportunities which, weather permitting, will be a joy for the keen
walkers in our group.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Lisbon, Portugal.
Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this
afternoon and transfer to the charming
Palacio Estoril Hotel for an overnight
stay. Located in the heart of Estoril,
just 20 minutes from the centre of
Lisbon, the Palacio is set in beautiful
gardens with outstanding views over
Estoril and the Bay of Cascais. Take
the chance to explore independently
before meeting for dinner this
evening.
Day 2 Lisbon to Sao Miguel, Azores.
After breakfast in the hotel we
will transfer to the airport for our
scheduled flight to Ponta Delgada.
Arrive this afternoon and transfer
to the MS Hebridean Sky for
embarkation. Enjoy welcome drinks
and dinner as we moor overnight.

Day 3 Sao Miguel. Enjoy a full day
exploring the island of Sao Miguel,
known as Ilha Verde, the green island
and home to some of the most
stunning viewpoints in the Azores.
This morning we head west towards
the Sete Cidades volcano from where
we can enjoy excellent views over the
Lagos de Canarios. We will continue
our drive along the attractive
northern coast before arriving in the
Furnas Valley, an enormous valley
and luxuriant garden in the east of
the island where we enjoy lunch. We
will also visit the village of Furnas
and the botanical gardens before
returning to the ship and sailing
this evening. For the keen hikers, if
weather permits, we will arrange to
walk the 13 kilometre trail in Sete
Cidades.

Corvo

Graciosa
Terceira

Flores
Faial

Sao Jorge
Pico

THE AZORES

Day 4 Santa Maria. Today’s planned
itinerary includes a visit to the remote
settlement of Sao Laurenco, known
for vineyards which rise steeply
up high sea cliffs in terraces and
admire Maia from a spectacular view
point. This coastline is accentuated
by a dramatic waterfall, lava tube
caves, seabirds and marine life.
Time and conditions permitting, the
MS Hebridean Sky will continue its
circumnavigation of Santa Maria and
cruise around the Formigas (or Ant
Islands).

Flores

Graciosa
Terceira

Sao Miguel

Santa Maria

Day 5 Terceira. This morning explore
Angra do Heroismo, a charming
UNESCO heritage town with a distinct
Mediterranean flavour of cobblestone
streets with a certain quiet charm.
Enjoy a walking tour that takes in the
Misericorda church, Convent do Sao
Francisco, public gardens and museum.
In the afternoon there will be free
time to hike to Monte Brasil, offering
wonderful views over the island, or
alternatively relax and wander the
historic town at your own pace.
Day 6 Graciosa. Known as the ‘White
Island’, Graciosa has a gentle rolling
landscape, dotted with windmills and
traditional whitewashed houses. Visit
Furna do Enxofre (‘Cave of Sulphur’), a
geologically unique phenomenon and
one of the original examples of the
volcanic Azores and take the winding
stairway down to the magnificent
volcanic cavern and lake. Also see the
village of Santa Cruz and the charming
Matrix church. Return to the ship for
lunch and spend the afternoon at
leisure to explore the small town of
Vila da Praia.
Day 7 Flores & Corvo. Named after
its abundant flora, Flores is often
regarded as the prettiest island of the
Azores. A rugged terrain island with
flowers growing in the deep canyons
and waterfalls casting hues of blues
and green as they splash down to
the sea. Visit the vertical basalt cliffs
of Rocha do Bordoes, formed by the
cooling of lava. See a stunning array
of natural features including calderas,
fajas, rivers, waterfalls and valleys.
This afternoon we will use our small
ship to circumnavigate the tiny island
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Lisbon

Sete Cidades Lakes, Sao Miguel

Sperm Whale

of Corvo, the smallest island in the
archipelago.
Day 8 Sao Jorge. This largely rural
island is of geographical interest with
its cliff shoreline marked with flat fajas
sweeping to the sea. We start our
morning tour on the western part of
the Island, Ponta dos Rosais, visiting a
Forest Park and cheese factory. As we
move to the north we enjoy the view
over the Fajas, an area of flat land at
sea level resulting from the erosion of
cliffs. From here we make our way to
Urzelina to visit the remaining tower
of a church buried under lava from the
eruption of 1808. Now it is surrounded
by fruit trees and vegetation. Upon our
return to Velas we will take a walking
tour of this charming old-world
harbour town. This afternoon will be
at leisure to explore independently or
relax on board. Moor overnight.
Day 9 Pico. Explore distinctive Pico,
home to Portugal’s highest peak
and numerous black lava flows. The
UNESCO-designated Lajido Acros tells
the story of early winemakers who used

the volcanic soil for the grapes and,
on a visit to a vineyard, we will enjoy
a tasting of the local product. After
a typical Azorean lunch we will learn
about whaling life in the Azores at the
Museum of Lajes returning to the ship
via the Lagoa do Capitao offering views
over the north of the island.
Day 10 Faial. This morning enjoy an
island drive where we explore the
fairly recent volcanic activity at Ponta
dos Capelinhos. See how a 19571958 volcanic eruption transformed
the area and created a new land
mass. Continue to the impressive
Caldera, now a nature reserve, which
is 400 metres deep and nearly 1500
metres in diameter. After lunch,
weather permitting, there will be
the opportunity to join a whale and
dolphin watching boat trip and learn
more about the varied marine life and
rich history of whaling in the Azores.
Day 11 Sao Miguel to London.
Disembark this morning and transfer
to Ponta Delgada airport for our
scheduled indirect flight to London.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £400 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Amundsen

Standard

£ Byrd

Superior

Mawson

Premium

Mawson

Corner

Scott

Deluxe Balcony

Shackleton

Owner’s Balcony

Shackleton

Hebridean

Amundsen

Standard for sole use

Byrd

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£4995

£4595

£5895

£5495

£5395
£6295
£6795
£7195
£8195
£6895
£7095

£4995

Palace da Pena, Sintra

For those who would like to spend some time in Portugal after disembarking
the MS Hebridean Sky, we have arranged a two-night extension at the
delightful Sintra Boutique Hotel. Sintra is a magnificent town located in
the hills behind Lisbon and home to some of Portugal’s finest palaces and
gardens. Spend two days in this wonderful setting with two half day tours
included as well as time to explore at leisure.

The Itinerary
Reykjavik
Day 1 Ponta Delgada to Lisbon, Portugal. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival
in Lisbon we transfer to the Sintra Boutique Hotel for our two night stay.
The remainder of the day is free to relax at the hotel or for independent
exploration.
Day 2 Sintra. After breakfast enjoy a morning walking tour of Sintra which
will include the National Palace, an interesting mix of styles with the original
building dating back to the 15th century. Lunch will be under your own
arrangements and then for our afternoon tour we will head to the Monserrate
Gardens, a wonderfully romantic place designed by Sir Francis Cook in the
mid-19th century. Return to our hotel and enjoy an evening at leisure.
Day 3 Lisbon to London. This morning transfer to the airport for our return
scheduled flight to London.

£5895
£6395
£6795
£7795
£6495
£6695

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel accommodation
in Estoril with dinner & breakfast • Nine nights aboard the MS Hebridean Sky on a full
board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Shore excursions • Noble
Caledonia onboard team • Transfers • Gratuities • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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Post-Cruise Sintra Extension

1st to 3rd May 2020

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £395

Single: £595

Price Includes: Two nights accommodation at the Sintra Boutique Hotel with breakfast,
two half day tours, Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, gratuities, transfers.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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Passage to Papua New Guinea
An expedition from Fiji to Papua New Guinea exploring Vanuatu, the Solomon Islands
& Papua New Guinea aboard the MS Island Sky
28th April to 17th May 2020

J

oin us aboard the MS Island Sky in the South Pacific for exactly
the type of itinerary which suits her many talents best as we sail
from Fiji and discover Vanuatu and the Solomon Islands on the way to
Papua New Guinea. The islands we call at along the way are certainly
not on the mass tourism circuit and their beauty and customs are
relatively unscathed by the modern world. As we explore, our fleet of
purpose built Zodiacs will provide us with the freedom of spontaneity
to land on otherwise inaccessible beaches and encounter some truly
remote and fascinating communities. Obviously, such beauty and
serenity is best enjoyed with a small number of travelling companions
and the MS Island Sky with a maximum of only 118 passengers is the
ideal vessel, offering all the comforts of a larger vessel, but with the
added luxury of a small number of passengers.
Our expedition begins in Fiji from where we head to the Vanuatu
archipelago, home to volcanos, rainforests bursting with a magnificent
array of flora and fauna, beautiful beaches and a mesmerising
underwater world of tropical fish and coral. From here our island
hopping adventure continues to the Solomon Islands which were
thrust on to the centre stage of world history when the Allied forces
took the offensive in the South Pacific and air, land and sea battles
ensued for their control. We will visit the outer islands of Vanikoro
and Santa Ana before arriving in Honiara where we explore the war
sites and head west to Marovo Lagoon. From these remote island
paradises we will have the opportunity to visit tribal villages little
changed for centuries, see astonishing ceremonial dances, enjoy
nature walks inland or swim in the warm waters from isolated palmfringed beaches.
The final two days of our voyage will be spent exploring the islands
of Papua New Guinea, a land of striking natural beauty and a hybrid
of diverse and unique cultures, with more than 1000 tribal groups,
each with different traditions. The region possesses exotic wildlife,
turquoise seas, tropical rainforest and steep sided volcanoes. In
this land of contrasts we will witness cultural ceremonies, enjoy
fascinating underwater experiences and we hope to explore the
beautiful D’Entrecasteaux Islands.

The Itinerary

Days 1 & 2 London to Fiji. Fly by
scheduled indirect flight.  
Day 3 Fiji. Arrive this morning and
transfer to our hotel for an overnight
stay. The remainder of the day is at
leisure.
Day 4 Fiji. Enjoy a relaxing morning
at the hotel. After lunch we will
transfer to the MS Island Sky
moored in Lautoka and sail this
evening.
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Day 5 Yasawa Islands. This morning
we will drop anchor amongst the
twenty islands of the Yasawa group.
In 1789 when Captain Bligh was set
adrift from the HMS Bounty he passed
by the Yasawa Islands from where two
war canoes were sent to pursue them.
They escaped, and the waters are still
known as Bligh Water. Today we can
expect a friendlier welcome as we find
a spot on a secluded beach to relax or
enjoy a first opportunity to snorkel and

PAPUA NEW
GUINEA

Marovo
Lagoon

SOLOMON
ISLANDS
Honiara

Port
Moresby

D’Entrecasteaux
Islands

Vanikoro

Santa Ana
Mota Lava
& Ra Island
Espiritu Santo

swim. Return to the ship for lunch and
enjoyAUSTRALIA
a relaxing afternoon at sea.
Day 6 At Sea. Join a lecture or find
a spot on deck as we cruise towards
Vanuatu.
Brisbane

Day 7 Tanna, Vanuatu. Our first call
E W island of Tanna,
in Vanuatu isN the
SOUTH
WALE
meaning earth
inSthe local Kwamera
language. Captain Cook was the first
European to visit the island in 1774,
landing at Port Resolution, having
been attracted by the glowing light
of Mount Yasur. This 361-metre active
volcano is situated in the south east
of the island and dominates the
landscape. We will use our Zodiacs to
land ashore and the more adventurous
amongst us may wish to join a journey
to the crater taking local trucks
through the rainforest that covers the
mountain before walking to the rim.
Alternatively, we hope to have the
chance to visit local villages where
traditional lifestyles are maintained,
and the local culture has been largely
unaffected by western influences. We
will learn of the customs, traditional
medicines, crafts and cooking styles.
Day 8 Port Havannah. Awake this
morning as we anchor off Port
Havannah, situated on the north
coast of Efate Island and our base for
today’s activities. There are a number
of outer islands that we may be able
to explore depending on weather and
sea conditions. Lelepa Island is 160
acres of unspoilt tropical rainforest
and palm fringed beaches. On a
nature walk we will see the herbs used
in local medicines before exploring
Feles cave, thought to be the resting
place of the legendary Polynesian
Chief, Roi Mata. Meanwhile on Moso
Island we meet the volunteers at the
Tasiriki Turtle Sanctuary who will teach
us about the rehabilitation of the

VANUATU

Pentecost Island
Port Havannah
Tanna

Yasawa Islands

FIJI

Hawksbill turtles and the attempts to
increase their numbers. If time and
weather permit, we will also set up a
snorkelling platform or offer a chance
to swim from the beach.
Day 9 Pentecost Island. Named
after the day on which it was first
sighted by Europeans, Pentecost is a
mountainous, tropical island. There
are no towns on Pentecost and many
areas remain relatively untouched
by western influences with strong
local traditions. The island is also the
home of nanggol (land diving) – the
original bungee jump – which is known
throughout the world. The nanggol
ceremony takes place between
April and June to celebrate the first
yam crop emerging and we hope to
coincide our call with one of these
events. From tall towers constructed of
saplings and branches held together
with forest vines, the men leap forward
and down to touch the earth below. A
good jump helps ensure a bountiful
yam harvest.
Day 10 Espiritu Santo Island. Espiritu
Santo is the largest of Vanuatu’s
islands with some of the most
beautiful white sand beaches, amazing
blue holes, caves and renowned
snorkelling. It was also a huge military
base during World War II. We plan to
berth in Luganville and join an island
tour including the Nekar Custom
Village where we will learn about local
traditions and customs, including their
unique water music and cava making,
before enjoying time to swim in the
nearby Riri Blue Hole. Return to the
ship for lunch and in the afternoon
snorkel amongst the corals and fish
of the region at Million Dollar Point,
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As we explore,
our fleet of
purpose
built Zodiacs
will provide us
with the freedom
of spontaneity
to land on
otherwise
inaccessible
beaches and
encounter some
truly remote and
fascinating
communities.

Exploring by Zodiac
Clown Fish

Solomon Islands

Traditional land diving, Pentecost Island

named after the value of the military
equipment dumped into the sea.
Day 11 Mota Lava & Rah Island. Our
final call in Vanuatu will be the island
of Mota Lava and Rah Island in the
Banks Island group. These tiny island
communities are still off the main
tourist routes but the locals are happy
to share their culture, stories and ways
of life with the visitors that make the
journey to their islands. From our
anchorage point we will Zodiac ashore
and see a traditional snake dance
where the men paint themselves black
and white as sea snakes before being
welcomed into the village. We also
hope to have the chance to snorkel
on the reef and enjoy nature walks on
the island.
Day 12 Vanikoro, Solomon Islands.
This morning we arrive in the Solomon
Islands and the island of Vanikoro.
Situated in the Temotu Province,
Vanikoro was where French explorer
Jean-Francois de la Perouse became
stranded after both his vessels, La
Boussole and the Astrolabe, hit the
then unknown reefs of the island in
1788. Learn more about the island’s
history and the mystery of the lost La
Perouse expedition that captured the
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imagination of the European public.
As we land with our Zodiacs, we will be
welcomed ashore by the local villagers
before choosing to explore the village
further, join a nature walk where we
can look out for the endemic birds, the
Vanikoro monarch and Vanikoro whiteeye, or enjoy a swim or snorkel from
the beach. Return to the MS Island
Sky for lunch and enjoy a relaxing
afternoon at sea.
Day 13 Santa Ana. After a morning
cruising, over lunch we anchor off Port
Mary on Santa Ana Island. We will
be welcomed with a stunning dance
by the villagers with spears and mud
face masks. After the performance we
have the opportunity to explore the
town further with its plethora of local
handicrafts, join a nature walk through
the forests, meet the students at the
village school or swim from the local
beach.
Day 14 Honiara. Prior to World
War II Honiara did not exist; it
developed around the site of the US
military headquarters. The town and
Mataniko River, which runs through it,
were the front for many months during
the battle of Guadalcanal. Today, this
is a bustling town with lovely hibiscus

and palm tree lined avenues. After
breakfast we will join a city tour of
Honiara including the central market,
parliament building and National
Museum where we get an insight into
the history of the Solomon Islands.
Enjoy lunch before continuing to
the World War II sites including
Henderson Field, the Japanese Peace
Park and the US Memorial at Skyline
Ridge. This evening we will cruise
through Iron Bottom Sound, the site of
intense naval battles during World War
II and so named for the large numbers
of Japanese and American ships and
aircraft that sank beneath the sea.
Day 15 Marovo Lagoon. Marovo
Lagoon is the largest double barrier
lagoon in the world. Thousands of
islands scatter the lagoon, from tiny
coral islets on the fringing reef to
massive 1600 metre volcanic islands.
Inside the lagoon, the islands are
surrounded by spectacular coral
formations and white sand beach,
the lagoon waters shimmering in
every shade of blue, turquoise and
jade green. We have a full day here
to explore and will visit one of the
outlying villages which produce some
of the finest wood carvings in the
region. We will also find a suitable
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Pre-Cruise Fiji Extension

Fergusson Island, hot springs

26th April to 1st May 2020

If you would like to extend your time in Fiji, we are offering a relaxing three
night stay at the Lomani Island Resort. Lomani is located in the Mamanuca
group of islands which are offshore west of Fiji’s main island, Vitu Levi. The
Mamanuca islands are famous for their white sand beaches and this boutique
hotel features just 24 suites.

The Itinerary

spot to snorkel and swim as well as
Zodiac cruises to look for local wildlife.
Day 16 At Sea Enjoy a day at sea as
we cruise towards Papua New Guinea.
Days 17 & 18 Papua New Guinea.
We have a day and a half exploring
the islands of this fascinating country.
Our itinerary will be in the hands of
our Expedition Leader and Captain
and the local weather conditions but
during our time here we hope to visit
the D’Entrecasteaux Islands. We will
use our Zodiacs to land on Fergusson
Island, the largest of the chain, in a
small fishing village. From here we
will walk to the local hot springs and
bubbling mud pools surrounded by
lush vegetation and birders can keep
a lookout for parrots and cockatoos. A
welcome dance will be accompanied

by local foods cooked in the hot
pools. We may cruise through the
spectacular Dobu passage and use
our Zodiacs to explore and snorkel
or alternatively we will land to meet
the villagers and visit the local church.
On the island of Bonarua, in Milne
Bay, we may go ashore to view fishing
and weaving demonstrations and
to wander through the enchanting
village, sampling local delicacies.
Birders will have the chance to trek
into the thicket. We enjoy a final
afternoon at sea.
Day 19 Port Moresby to London.
Disembark this morning and transfer
to the airport for our scheduled
indirect flight to London.
Day 20 London. Arrive this morning.

Days 1 & 2 London to Fiji. Fly by scheduled indirect flight.
Day 3 Fiji. Arrive this morning and transfer to the Lomani Island Resort by local
boat and check-in for your three night stay. The rest of the day is at leisure to
enjoy the hotel facilities before dinner in the hotel this evening.
Days 4 & 5 Lomani Island Resort. Enjoy a relaxing two days at the resort. You
may wish to use one of the bicycles to explore the island, make use of the
complimentary snorkelling equipment, relax on the beach, take a fishing trip or
even enjoy a game of golf. Enjoy dinner each evening at the hotel.
Day 6 Lomani Island Resort to Lautoka. Check out this morning and transfer
by local boat to Lautoka to embark the MS Island Sky and join
the main cruise itinerary on day 4 in the afternoon.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Beachfront Bure:
Beachfront Pool Bure:

Double Occupancy
£1295
£1395

Sole Occupancy
£1945
£2145

Price Includes: Three nights accommodation at the Lomani Island Resort on a
half board basis (breakfast & dinner), orientation tour, transfers, gratuities.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Western Highlands of Papua New Guinea
Post Cruise Extension - 16th to 21st May 2020

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Magellan

Standard

Columbus

Superior

Marco Polo

Premium

Marco Polo

Corner

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

Explorer

Owner’s Balcony Suites

Explorer

Island Suite

Magellan

Standard for sole use

Columbus

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£10895

£10395

£11195
£11495
£11795
£12795
£12995
£14995
£12595
£13195

£10695
£10995
£11295
£12295
£12495
£14495
£12095
£12695

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel
accommodation with breakfast in Fiji • 15 nights aboard the
MS Island Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch
& dinner • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore excursions
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.

Bird of Paradise

After our expedition aboard the MS Island Sky, we hope to operate a four
night post-cruise extension which will include spending three nights at a
lodge in the Western Highlands and one night in Port Moresby. The highland
lodges, situated 7000 feet above sea level, offer an excellent opportunity to
discover local tribes and learn more of their traditions. We can also explore
the unique ecology of this region and enjoy nature and birding walks. At
the time of going to print, prices and itinerary for the Papua New Guinea
extension are not available. However, if you would be interested in booking
the extension, please let us know at the time of booking and we will ensure
details are sent to you once available.

Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.
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Spring in the Hebrides

An expedition exploring the majestic beauty of the remote Hebrides aboard the MS Hebridean Sky
13th to 20th May & 20th to 27th May 2020

Y

ou can travel the world visiting all manner of exotic and wonderful places without realising that some of the finest scenery, fascinating
history and most endearing people may be close to home. Nowhere is this truer than around Scotland’s magnificent coastline, an
indented landscape of enormous natural splendour with offshore islands forming stepping stones into the Atlantic. The sheer diversity of the
landscapes and lifestyles will amaze you, as will the spirit and warmth of the small communities we will encounter. With our fleet of Zodiacs
we are able to visit some of the most remote and uninhabited islands that surround the Scottish Coast including Lunga, Mingulay and
St Kilda as well as the small island community of Iona.
This is not a cruise in the conventional sense, more an exploration with like-minded companions to enjoy the peace
and tranquility of the islands. Learn something of their history, see the abundant bird and marine life, but above
all revel in the timeless enchantment that these islands exude to all those who appreciate the natural world. There
is no better way to explore this endlessly fascinating and beautiful region than by small ship and ashore, with our
local experts we divide into small groups thereby enjoying a more comprehensive and peaceful experience. Having
arranged hundreds of small ship cruises around Scotland, we have learned that everyone takes something different
from the experience. We are indeed fortunate in having such marvellous places so close to home. Now more than
ever there is a great appreciation for the peace, beauty and culture of this special corner of the UK.

Iona: Here we spent the afternoon
visiting the Abbey and for the keen
birders among us, searching for the
elusive corncrake! Almost as soon as
we arrived on terra firma, we could
hear their distinctive call seemingly all
around and it wasn’t too long before
we spotted them in the fields and
pretty gardens around the island.

Lunga, Treshnish Isles: There was a
cacophony of noise as we approached,
and the number of birds was amazing.
Guillemots ‘nest’ on the tiniest ledges
of steep cliffs and in fact there is no
nest per se, they simply lay their egg on
the cliff and shelter it… the scene was
amazing with birds resting shoulder
to shoulder on the ledges with further
razorbill, puffin and fulmar nests
all around with views to the islands
beyond. We had three hours to explore
taking in the views and photographing
the birds before making our way back
down to the shore.
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SCOTLAND
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The Itinerary

What To Expect…
We have operated many similar
voyages over the years and
below are some extracts from past ship
logs which should provide you with an
insight into what you can expect from
this island hopping adventure:

St Kilda

St Kilda: On arrival the first thing most of
us noticed were the soay sheep! Living
wild on the island and dating back to
the Bronze Age, these are believed to
be the first domestic sheep. Soay sheep
have brown coats varying in shade from
dark brown to fawn and both sexes have
horns. Very young spring lambs were
prancing through the fields and one was
even born right before our eyes during
our morning visit.

Shiant Isles: The fulmars flew above
us along with herring gulls as we
continued to work our way around the
cliffs where we started to encounter
razorbills and puffins, two of the three
birds of the auk family. In comparison
to the other seabirds in the vicinity, it
seemed to us that the puffins seemed
to work particularly hard with a
rapid beat of their short wings which
propelled them at great speed through
the air to their nesting slopes high
above the cliffs. Here they nest in small
burrows to gain maximum shelter from
the prying eyes of predators. Later
in the afternoon we were fortunate
enough to see a raft of hundreds just
resting on the sea perhaps waiting in a
group to return to their nest sites under
the cover of darkness when it arrived.

Day 1 Oban, Scotland. Embark the
MS Hebridean Sky this afternoon in
Oban. Transfers will be provided from
Glasgow Central Railway Station and
Glasgow International Airport at a
fixed time. Enjoy welcome dinner and
drinks and sail this evening.
Day 2 Colonsay & Jura. Lying
between Mull and Islay, we will spend
the morning exploring the island of
Colonsay, with her craggy, heatherbacked hills and sparse woodland yet
impressive array of plant and birdlife.
Near Colonsay House, built in 1722
by Malcolm MacNeil and bought by
Lord Strathcona in 1904, we will visit
the attractively dilapidated wooded
gardens which protect the tiny,
enigmatic 8th century St Oran’s Cross.
Return to the vessel for lunch as we sail
to Jura, arriving in the late afternoon.
We will go ashore at Craighouse and
will be welcomed in the cooperage
where we will be given an introduction
to the Jura Distillery and an opportunity
to taste the local product. Alternatively,
join one of our naturalists on a walk
along the shore or join the local bus for
a short drive around the island.
Day 3 Iona, Staffa & Lunga. Awake
this morning at Iona which has been
occupied for thousands of years and
has been a place of pilgrimage and
Christian worship for several centuries.
It was to this flat, Hebridean island
that St Columba fled from Ireland in
563 and established a monastery. Here
his followers were responsible for the
conversion of much of pagan Scotland
and Northern England. No less than
62 Scottish Kings are buried in the

Abbey. Visit the Abbey or perhaps walk
along the white sandy beaches or go
in search of the corncrake amongst
the irises. Later today we hope to drop
anchor off Staffa, the south side where
the perpendicular rock face feature
an imposing series of black basalt
columns, known as the Colonnade,
which have been cut by the sea into
cathedralesque caverns, most notably
Fingal’s Cave. Weather permitting we
will use our Zodiacs to explore closer
and northwest of Staffa lie the Treshnish
Isles, an archipelago of uninhabited
volcanic islets. The island of Lunga
is the largest of the Treshnish Isles in
Argyll and Bute. Of volcanic origin,
Lunga has been described as ‘a green
jewel in a peacock sea’ and is a summer
nesting-place for hundreds of sea birds.
Day 4 Mingulay & Vatersay. Today we
explore the remote islands at the tip of
South Uist including Mingulay and
Vatersay. Mingulay, which is nearly 1600
acres is the largest of the group of
islands south of Barra. Its towering cliffs
and stacks face the Atlantic while the
east side slopes gradually down to the
sandy beach of Mingulay Bay. Despite
there being a continuous population
on the island for at least two thousand
years, evacuation began in 1907 and
the island was completely abandoned
in 1912. Ruins of the village remain
close to the shore which we will explore
on a guided walk. The islands are also a
nature reserve with important breeding
populations of razorbills, guillemots,
puffins, fulmars and shags.
Day 5 St Kilda & Stac Lee. This
morning arrive at St Kilda, a remarkable
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uninhabited archipelago some fifty
miles beyond the Outer Hebrides.
Dominated by the highest cliffs and
sea stacks in Britain, Hirta, St Kilda’s
main island was occupied on and
off for at least two thousand years,
with the last 36 Gaelic speaking
inhabitants evacuated at their own
request in 1930. Immediately after the
evacuation, the island was bought
by the Marquess of Bute to protect
the island’s thousands of seabirds
including puffin and fulmars and
in 1957 it was bequeathed to The
National Trust for Scotland. St Kilda
is one of only two dozen UNESCO
World Heritage Sites with dual status
reflecting its natural and cultural
significance. The local ranger will join
us on board before our expedition
staff lead guided walks on the island.
Later, we will cruise past one of the
largest gannetries in the world at Stac
Lee. The impressive stacs rise 170
metres from the sea and are home
to up to 60,000 breeding pairs of
northern gannet.
Day 6 Isle of Lewis & Shiant Islands.
On leaving the island capital of
Stornoway, today’s tour takes you
across the island to the beautiful west
coast and to Callanish. Described as
Scotland’s Stonehenge, the Callanish
Standing Stones date from around
3000 BC. There are a total of 32 stones
in a circular and avenue design. The
stones stand like a petrified forest
on the flat top of a peninsula which
reaches out into East Loch Roag. Visit
the excellent visitor centre to learn
more about the site and venture
out amongst the stones themselves
to experience their mysterious
atmosphere. Continue around the
west coast to the site of Dun Carloway
Pictish Broch. Probably built sometime
in the last century BC, it would have
served as an occasionally defensible
residence for an extended family

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

complete with accommodation for
animals at ground floor level. We then
head north to Gearrannan Blackhouse
Village, a reconstructed settlement of
traditional black houses where people
and animals lived in close proximity.
The houses are made using dry stone
masonry and have thatched roofs,
distinctively weighted down with
rocks. Visit the Canna House small
museum, enjoy a display of a typical
crofting activity such as weaving and
take in the views at this dramatic
site on the wild Atlantic coast. This
afternoon we will board the Zodiacs
for a cruise around the spectacular
basalt cliffs of the Shiant Islands, a
group of little islands located a few
miles off the shores of Lewis. This is
an excellent place to spot puffins,
razorbills, guillemots, seals and
hopefully white-tailed eagles.
Day 7 Canna & Loch Scavaig.
Strategically placed between the
mountains of Rum and the Outer
Hebrides, the island of Canna and
its adjoining neighbour Sanday
are bound together like some rare
text that reveals over 60 million
years of Hebridean geology and
history. They have an amazingly
rich archaeological landscape with
remains dating to all periods of
settled occupation in Scotland.
Canna is run as a single farm and
bird sanctuary by the National
Trust for Scotland and enjoys the
best harbour in the Small Isles, a
horn-shaped haven. The fertile soil
and its diversity of habitats mean
that the island has an incredibly rich
plant life with 248 native flowering
plants recorded. We will see Canna
House and wander across grassy
basalt plateaus to the 600 foot cliffs
on the north shore. Enjoy lunch as
we sail to lovely Loch Scavaig on
the island of Skye. Just beyond is
the freshwater Loch Corruisk with

its breathtakingly beautiful view over
the Cuillins. This is great walking
country and our expedition team will
run a series of hikes for all interests.
For those who prefer a less energetic
afternoon our Zodiacs will explore the
coast looking out for seals.

Day 8 Oban. Disembark this morning
after breakfast. Transfers will be
provided to Glasgow International
Airport and Central Railway Station at
a fixed time.

Splendours of Scotland by Train Pre-Cruise
Extension - 9th to 13th & 16th to 20th May 2020
Before embarking the MS Hebridean Sky,
we are delighted to be offering a four
night extension aboard the delightful
Belmond Royal Scotsman private train which
accommodates just 40 guests. This fascinating
four-night train journey takes you through
classic scenery from the gentle eastern
lowlands through the magnificent landscapes
of the Highlands to reach the remote region of Wester Ross before continuing
through Speyside and the grandeur of the Cairngorm National Park. Explore
castles, fishing villages and dramatic landscapes all of which have shaped the
history and heritage of Scotland. Enjoy a tasting in a world-famous distillery, then
enter the forest for an exhilarating clay pigeon shoot or as night falls, mingle with
fellow guests over candlelit dinners and live ceilidhs. Full details of the extension
can be viewed online or please call for further information.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy
Deck

Suite Category

Amundsen

Standard

£ Byrd

Superior

Mawson

Premium

Mawson

Corner

Scott

Deluxe Balcony

Shackleton

Owner’s Balcony

Shackleton

Hebridean

Amundsen

Standard for sole use

Byrd

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price
£3950
£4150
£4450
£4750
£5250
£5550
£6450
£5450
£5650

PRICE INCLUDES: Seven nights aboard the MS Hebridean Sky on a full board
basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Shore excursions
• Noble Caledonia expedition team • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.

Not Included: Travel insurance.
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MS Hebridean Sky – Spring in the Hebrides

Loch Scavaig and the Cullin Mountains

Fire & Ice in the
Russian Far East

An expedition from Russia to Japan including the Kamchatka Peninsula
& Kuril Islands aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
1st to 16th June 2020

T

he remote reaches of Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula and the distant and isolated Kuril Islands
have fired the imagination of explorers and traders for centuries. Our past travellers have
enthused about the spectacular scenery, the incredible array of wildlife and the native cultures known
to only a few privileged visitors. The wildlife is some of the richest in the world and the region is
truly a birdwatcher’s paradise with puffins, guillemots, cormorants, Steller’s sea eagle, brown-headed
thrush, Siberian Ruby-throats, black legged kittiwakes, and crested or whiskered auklets just some
of the species we hope to encounter as we cruise through a pristine environment that calls to nature
lovers, history buffs, photographers and the intrepid explorer within.
The Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia’s remote easternmost province is home to the brown bear and on
arrival there we will be greeted by a dramatic landscape of fire and ice. Geysers, hot springs and active
volcanoes set amidst towering mountains and fast flowing rivers make this area magnificently unique.
Marvel at spouting whales, frolicking seals and huge populations of nesting and migratory seabirds.
Following our time around the peninsula, we reach the Kurils, a necklace-like chain of volcanic islands
where we will find vast forests and wildflower-dappled tundra, backdropped by soaring steam-breathing
volcanoes. Basalt stacks rise from the sea, tailormade resting and nesting spots for an unimaginable
number of seabirds. Once inhabited by the Ainu, who are thought to be descendants of migrating
Mongolians, these islands are home to over 100 volcanoes, 35 of which are active.

Commander Islands
Zhupanova River

Kamenistaya Bay

Petropavlovsk
Cape Kekurnyy

Atlasova Island

RUSSIA

Yankicha
Island

Tyuleniy

Chirpoy Island
Korsakov
Otaru

JAPAN
Tokyo
Seoul

SOUTH
KOREA

Using our fleet of Zodiacs we can explore inlets, bird sanctuaries and land in otherwise inaccessible places and, although we set sail with
a set itinerary, it is often the unscheduled events that become the highlight. Sailing in June, we will take full advantage of the mid-summer
sun, travelling on nature’s terms, enjoying dramatic scenery and encountering the region’s ancient cultures and fascinating people whose
lives are rarely touched by outsiders. We will be joined onboard by an expert expedition team including naturalists, marine biologists and
ornithologists who will share their knowledge and enthusiasm during forays ashore and whilst on board.

What to Expect...
We have operated many voyages
in the Russian Far East and whilst
each expedition is different based
on weather conditions and wildlife
sightings, the extracts below from
past ships’ logs will provide you with
an insight into what you can expect
from a voyage in this fascinating
region.

Zhupanova River: “We zigzagged
our way through the channel arriving
in the deeper area of the river. Here
we soon spotted a Steller’s sea eagle
surveying the river from the shoreline,
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Aleutian terns, crows, the ever
present gulls and many, common
seals. With such a rich habitat full of
trout, no wonder there was such a
strong presence of these wonderful
marine mammals.” “Later Colin
spotted three bears. Spooked by
the Zodiac they quickly made haste
up the hill and into the woodland
however just a few moments later
we spotted a lone bear feeding
20-metres or so from the shoreline.
All Zodiacs approached at very slow
speed and then switched the engines
off entirely so as not only to avoid
scaring the bear, but also just to listen
to the sounds of the forest which
included the regular call of a cuckoo.
We stayed with the bear for some
time as he was enjoying quite a feast
just pausing from time to time to
check we didn’t pose a threat. After
a little while we backed away using
our Zodiac paddles before switching
our engines back on and meandering
back down the river. With our time

almost up, we stopped by the Steller’s
sea eagle one more time then headed
onwards to the ship.”
Kamchatka Peninsula: “As Zodiacs
started moving towards a waterfall
at the north side of the bay to start
the cruise, a bear was spotted almost
straight away in one of the valleys.
This bear moved off but minutes
later a mother and two cubs were
seen on the cliffs right above where
we were cruising. Moving deeper
into the bay we became aware that
we were being watched by a pair of
Steller sea eagles nesting in a tree
at the top of the cliff.” “Three orcas
flowed along with us for a while,
coming close to the bow, and no
sooner had they moved on than
Brent spotted a sperm whale. The
captain slowed down and gently
manoeuvred the ship close, giving us
spectacular views of this huge animal
as he breathed for a while then
fluked up for a deep dive.”

Ariy Kamen & Nikolskoye, Bering
Island, Commander Islands: “When
we arrived we found a tiny columnar
basalt island absolutely covered in
seabirds. Thousands of black-legged
kittiwakes were joined by hundreds
of their smaller, dainty red-legged
relatives. Every ledge was packed,
clusters of kittiwakes and clusters of
common and Brunnich’s guillemots,
interspersed with glossy black redfaced and pelagic shags. A handful
of horned puffins seemed to almost
pose for us on some of the ledges,
and higher up on the grass we could
see auklets.”

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
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The Itinerary
Please note that flexibility is key to a
successful expedition. Although we
have outlined an itinerary below, this is
subject to change. Our exact route will
depend on weather conditions, the
wildlife we encounter and permissions
from the Russian authorities.
Day 1 London to Seoul, South Korea.
Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Seoul. Arrive today and transfer
to the Grand Hyatt Incheon (or similar)
for an overnight stay. The remainder of
the day and evening are at leisure.
Day 3 Seoul to Petropavlovsk,
Russia. After breakfast in the hotel
we will transfer to the airport to
join our specially chartered flight to
Petropavlovsk. On arrival transfer to
the MS Caledonian Sky and embark.
Enjoy welcome drinks and dinner this
evening.
Day 4 Petropavlovsk. Petropavlovsk,
town of Peter and Paul, derives its
name from the two sailing ships used
by Vitus Bering when the great explorer
reached Avacha Bay in 1740. It is
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MS Caledonian Sky – Fire & Ice in the Russian Far East

Exploring by Zodiac

Church, Petropavlovsk

the only major city on the peninsula
and one of the oldest towns in the
Russian Far East. A tour of the city will
include the museum of ethnography
and natural history, the art school, the
gold-domed Orthodox Cathedral and
the marketplace. Return to the ship for
lunch as we sail this afternoon.
Day 5 Kamenistaya Bay, Kamchatka.
Our exploration of Kamchatka will
start this morning in Kamenistaya Bay
located in the Kronotsky State Nature
Reserve. The reserve was established in
1934 and is one of the oldest in Russia
covering an area of almost 11,000
square kilometres which contains forest,
tundra, taiga, mountains, volcanoes
and geysers, a hugely diverse habitat
for the abundant wildlife. The reserve
is home to brown bears as well as
caribou, otters, seals and multiple
species of birds. If conditions permit
we will offer walks with our expedition
teams on land or Zodiac cruises to view
the wildlife.
Day 6 Ariy Kamen & Nikolskoye,
Commander Islands. The
Komandorskiye or Commander

Sailing in June,
we will take full
advantage of the
mid-summer
sun, travelling
on nature’s
terms, enjoying
dramatic scenery
and encountering
the region’s
ancient cultures
and fascinating
people whose
lives are rarely
touched by
outsiders.

Islands are named after famed
Commander Vitus Bering who had
been commissioned by the Russian
Tsar to search for a land bridge
between Asia and America. After
having been to Alaska he was forced
to overwinter here. He was buried
on the island, but some of the crew
managed to return to Petropavlovsk.
Our experiences will be determined
by weather, wildlife and sea
conditions. We intend to visit
Nikolskoye, which was established
in 1826 by fur traders. This fishing
village on Bering Island has a small
museum where we will learn about
the Aleut people and their culture.
During our visit we will enjoy a
concert and be entertained by a
presentation of local games. After
lunch we hope to take a Zodiac
ride to tiny Ariy Kamen Island,
a habitat for vast numbers of
birds.
Days 7 & 8 Kamchatka Peninsula.
This morning we will cruise back
to Kamchatka for a further day and
a half of exploration including the
Zhupanova River. The Zhupanova
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River Estuary is a scenic maze
of moist bogs, serpentine river
channels and ponds against a snowy
backdrop. The tall volcanic cone
of Kronoskaya Sopka (3528 metres)
stands above this predominantly
uninhabited land. The river is one
of the most productive trout rivers
in the world and is home to the
richest rainbow trout habitat on
Kamchatka. This afternoon we have
the opportunity to take a long
Zodiac cruise along the river looking
for wildlife including Steller’s sea
eagles, Aleutian terns, seals and of
course the iconic Kamchatka brown
bears. We hope to Zodiac cruise at
Cape Kekurnyy, well known for the
population of Steller sea lions that
haul onto the rocks and maybe also
make a landing in Tikhirka Bay.
Days 9 to 12 Kuril Islands. The
Kuril Islands consist of a volcanic
archipelago that stretches 1300
kilometres, through the Sea of
Okhotsk, from northern Japan to the
Kamchatka Peninsula. Our itinerary
for these four days will be flexible as
our Captain and Expedition Leader
will plan landings based on weather
and sea conditions. However we
hope to visit Chirpoy Island. The
origin of the names is uncertain,
the original Ainu language name
of the island was Repunmoshiri,
a word meaning “place of many
small birds”. During a Zodiac
cruise we search along the coast
for the profusion of wildlife that
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lives in the area including Steller sea
lions, fulmars, kittiwakes, puffins and
auklets. Yankicha Island is impressive,
accessible only by Zodiac and only
during high tide, it is actually a
sinking volcanic caldera. Inside the
magnificent lagoon with its fumaroles
and hot springs, we can still see traces
of the tremendous forces that created
the island long ago. The number
of auklets which breed here is truly
incredible. Alaid on Atlasova Island is
the highest volcano in the Kurils with a
height of over 2000 metres. Together
with our expedition staff, we will land
by Zodiac on the black lava beach of
the island from where we will begin
our walk to see the remains of the
Taketomi tufa cone.

the Resurrection. The church was only
completed in 1995 and the gold on
the onion domes has very recently
been laid, shining brilliantly. From
the church continue to the Sakhalin
Regional Museum, which is housed in
a beautiful Japanese style structure,
due to the previous ruling of its
southern neighbour. The museum
covers all the facets of Sakhalin
Island, from its flora and fauna, to its
geology and history. Return to the
MS Caledonian Sky for lunch as we
clear Russian formalities and sail this
afternoon towards Japan.

Day 13 Tyuleniy Island. We arrive
later in the morning to explore
Tyuleniy Island. Tyuleniy means “seal”
in Russian, and during the summer
months the island is home to literally
tens of thousands of northern fur seals
and Steller sea lions. Our visit, at the
height of the breeding season is well
timed to see not only the seals and
sea lions, but also tens of thousands of
common guillemots and blacklegged
kittiwakes that have made their
nests in the cliffs above. Our lecture
programme continues on board when
we depart around mid-afternoon.

Based on double occupancy

Day 14 Korsakov. Our last call
in Russia will be at the port of
Korsakov where we see YuzhnoSakhalinsk’s beautiful Cathedral of

Day 15 Otaru to Tokyo, Japan.
Disembark this morning and transfer
to Sapporo airport for our scheduled
internal flight to Tokyo. On arrival
transfer to our hotel for an overnight
stay. This afternoon we will have a brief
city tour before an evening at leisure
to explore independently.
Day 16 Tokyo to London. After
breakfast in the hotel we transfer to
the airport for our scheduled flight to
London. Arrive this afternoon.

PRICES PER PERSON
SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Castle

Standard		
£13495

Brochure Price

Caledonian Superior		
£13895
Promenade Premium		
£14395
Bridge

Deluxe Balcony 		
£14995

Promenade Premium Balcony		
£15495
Promenade Owners Corner Suite with balcony		
£15995
Castle

Standard for sole use		
SOLD OUT

Caledonian Superior for sole use		
SOLD OUT

Special Offer Price
£12995
£13395
£13895
£14495
£14995
£15495
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel

accommodation in Seoul with breakfast • 12 nights aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
on a full board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Overnight hotel
accommodation in Tokyo with breakfast • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia
expedition team • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, Russian visa.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Brown bears

+44 (0)20 7752 0000
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Hidden Treasures of the Baltic
Explore St Petersburg & hidden Baltic towns aboard the MS Hebridean Sky
with Guest Speakers Major JGH Corrigan & Imogen Corrigan
7th to 15th August 2020

H

ere is the perfect summer break for those looking for a week of cultural discovery in a fascinating region accompanied by just 100
fellow like-minded travellers, excellent Guest Speakers and informative local guides combined with accommodation aboard a superbly
comfortable small ship.
The Baltic offers a real cornucopia of delights especially in the summer when after a long winter the region responds to the sun unlike
anywhere else and there is a calm and order which makes exploration so enjoyable. Join us aboard the MS Hebridean Sky and witness the
spectacle of colour that the sun brings to the northern world. Whether your interest lies in the region’s Viking and Medieval history or the
more recent events of the breakaway Baltic States, it is an endlessly intriguing region.
Within a relatively accessible area and over the course of just eight nights we will discover a diverse
collection of ports in Sweden, Estonia, Russia and Finland. With the exception of the magnificent
city of St Petersburg, which no voyage in the Baltic could omit, we will avoid the major ports in the
region and instead head for some charming towns such as Visby on the Swedish island of Gotland,
and Mariehamn, the capital of the Aland Islands in the very heart of the Baltic Sea. We also visit the
NO
beautiful Estonian island of Saaremaa with its Medieval Episcopal Castle and timeless countryside and
picturesque Kotka in southern Finland. In each port of call there will be included guided excursions
and in addition we have ensured there are also opportunities to explore independently.

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Stockholm, Sweden.
Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive in
Stockholm and transfer to the MS
Hebridean Sky. Enjoy welcome drinks
and dinner as we sail in the early
evening through the many islands of
the Swedish archipelago.
Day 2 Visby. Spend the day visiting
this once important Hanseatic port.
Best explored on foot, the beautifully
preserved Medieval town snuggles
inside 13th century walls, housing
44 watchtowers. In Viking times and

Visby

several centuries after, the Swedish
island of Gotland and especially the
city of Visby, became a centre of
trade in the Baltic Sea and is a World
Heritage Site. Walk its streets from
the Middle Ages and see its gardens
ablaze with flowers, earning the city its
nickname ‘the city of ruins and roses’.
Later, visit the Viking exhibits at the
Fornsal Museum and wander the paths
of the botanical gardens. Spend the
afternoon at leisure to explore further
and maybe enjoy an after dinner stroll
as we sail late this evening.

Day 3 Saaremaa, Estonia. Enjoy
a leisurely morning at sea before
arriving at lunchtime at Estonia’s
largest island of Saaremaa which
offers a glimpse of a bygone age.
Untouched by industry it is a green
and very pleasant land dotted with
attractive villages in a rolling forested
landscape. During an afternoon
drive we will visit the lovely capital
Kuressaare with its magnificent
Medieval castle and stroll through the
streets of the enchanting old town.
Continue inland on a journey that
will take you back in time through a
countryside of stone walls, thatched
roofs, traditional villages and
windmills.
Day 4 Tallinn. During breakfast we
arrive in the historic maritime city of
Tallinn with her awe-inspiring city walls
and fortifications, narrow Medieval
streets and the gateways which remain
remarkably well preserved. In the
Upper Town we will enjoy the views
from Dome Hill with the extraordinary
vista of domes, spires and gables and
see Toompea Castle, once a fortress,
and now the seat of the Estonian
parliament. Walking to the Lower Old
Town we will visit the main square
where we will find the oldest pharmacy
in Europe, the Gothic Cathedral and
the 15th century Town Hall. After
lunch on board the afternoon will be
at leisure for you to explore further
before sailing at tea time.
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Days 5 & 6 St Petersburg, Russia. We
have two days to explore this most
endlessly captivating of Russian cities.
Founded in 1703 by Peter the Great,
St Petersburg is a fascinating mix
of classic and Baroque architecture
on a network of canals. We will be
offering a number of tours during
our time here including visits to the
Peter and Paul Fortress, Catherine
Palace, the wonderful Peterhof
Palace and Gardens and a canal
cruise through the city. On our first
evening we will enjoy an exclusive
private tour and concert at the
Hermitage Museum.
Day 7 Kotka, Finland. Built on the
site where the River Kymijoki meets
the Baltic Sea, picturesque Kotka
has a long seafaring tradition.
This morning we will explore the
history of the region and visit the
Langinkoski Imperial Fishing Lodge
which was built in 1889 for Alexander
III, the future Emperor of Russia
who used it as a summer home. It is
now a living museum situated in a
stunning nature reserve on the river.
Continue to the Maritime Centre
Vellamo where local guides will
enlighten us about the maritime and
cultural heritage of the region. The
afternoon is free to explore the old
city from our central berth or maybe
enjoy some of the many green
spaces nearby such as the Sibelius
Park or Sapokko Water Garden.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
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Day 8 Mariehamn. After a morning
at sea we arrive over lunch into the
attractive town of Mariehamn on
the island of Aland in the Finnish
archipelago. It is a charming little
town, founded in 1861 by Tsar
Alexander II and named after his wife
Maria. On an afternoon drive we will
head into the beautiful countryside

along scenic roads, stopping at
Badhausberget with panoramic views
over the archipelago. Return to the
ship for dinner as we sail to Stockholm.

Pre-Cruise Stockholm Extension

5th to 7th August 2020

Stockholm

Day 9 Stockholm to London.
Disembark this morning and transfer
to the airport for our scheduled flight
to London.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Amundsen

Standard

£ Byrd

Superior

Mawson

Premium

Mawson

Corner

Scott

Deluxe Balcony

Shackleton

Owner’s Balcony

Shackleton

Hebridean

Amundsen

Standard for sole use

Byrd

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£4195

£3995

£5095

£4895

£4595
£5495
£5995
£6495
£7495
£5995
£6195

£4395
£5295
£5795
£6295
£7295
£5795
£5995

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Eight nights aboard the
MS Hebridean Sky on a full board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner
• Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia onboard team • Gratuities • Transfers • Russian
Group Visa • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions in St Petersburg.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

If you would like to spend some time in Stockholm we are offering a two night
hotel extension. This will be an independent stay allowing the opportunity to
explore at leisure before embarking MS Hebridean Sky.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £625 Single: £975
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Stockholm with breakfast,
Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, gratuities, transfers from the airport to hotel
and hotel to MS Hebridean Sky. Not Included: Travel insurance.
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Sailing from the Baltic to Britain
A voyage from Stockholm to Dover aboard the MS Hebridean Sky
with Guest Speakers Major JGH Corrigan & Imogen Corrigan
15th to 31st August 2020

E

xploring the Baltic by small ship is the most perfect way to visit
this endlessly fascinating corner of Northern Europe.
The history of the region is intriguing, with countries vying for
commercial and political influence for over a thousand years and
this complex past will be brought to life by our onboard Guest
Speakers and informative local guides, helping us to gain a greater
understanding of both old and new Baltic nations.
Our trip is certainly one of the most comprehensive, visiting as it
does Sweden, Finland, Russia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland,
Denmark, Germany and The Netherlands before ending in the UK.
We will spend time in the charming Scandinavian ports before
arriving in St Petersburg, surely the most endlessly fascinating of
all Baltic ports. Our three full days here will be spent exploring
Peter the Great’s magnificent city as well as venturing out to some
of the fabulous country estates on the Baltic shores. We will visit
some relatively new states with their charming Medieval old towns,
especially striking are those of Tallinn and Riga where the old and
new flourish like never before since the departure of their Soviet
masters.
With over twenty five years of operating cruises in the Baltic, we
believe we have the perfectly balanced itinerary combining visits
to the “must see” sights with some of the more remote ports and
islands such as the Estonian island of Saaremaa and the islands of
Christianso and Bornholm, places only accessible by a small ship
like the MS Hebridean Sky.

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Stockholm, Sweden.
Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive in
Stockholm and transfer to the
MS Hebridean Sky. Enjoy Welcome
drinks and dinner on board and moor
overnight.
Day 2 Stockholm. This morning we will
enjoy a guided city tour which includes
the Vasa Museum, built around the
17th century warship which sank in
Stockholm’s inner harbour on her
maiden voyage in 1628; its discovery in
1956 and subsequent salvage in 1961
is one of the most important events in
marine archaeology. In addition to the
well-preserved, elaborately decorated
hull, thousands of items from the ship,
including hundreds of sculptures,
have been recovered. On our return
to the MS Hebridean Sky we will drive
through old Stockholm and past the
Parliament Building and Royal Palace
which overlooks the inner harbour.
Be on deck this afternoon as we
sail through the many islands of the
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Swedish archipelago into Stockholm.
This is a great sailing area and the
islands are peppered with attractive
summer homes.
Day 3 Helsinki, Finland. Enjoy a
morning at sea and this afternoon a
guided city tour of Helsinki will take
us to the colourful Market Square, the
President’s Palace and the impressive
architecture of Senate Square
including the Lutheran Cathedral of
Finland and Uspenski Cathedral. We
continue to the Sibelius Monument
and the impressive Temppeliaukio, the
church in the rock, before returning
to the vessel in the late afternoon and
setting sail for St Petersburg.
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NORTH
SEA
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SWEDEN Saaremaa

DENMARK
Kiel Canal

BALTIC
SEA

Christianso
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Gdansk
Wismar

UK
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GERMANY
The Hague
Dover

NETHERLANDS

We will be offering a number of
tours during our time here including
visits to the Peter and Paul Fortress,
the wonderful Peterhof Palace and
gardens, the fascinating Hermitage
Museum, Catherine’s Palace at Pushkin
and a canal cruise through the city. In
your free time you may wish to join the
optional excursion of Yusupov’s Palace,
the famed scene of Rasputin’s murder,
or attend a Folklore show. For anyone
wishing to visit the ballet one evening
we will be able to assist with bookings
once the schedules for the theatres are
released, we hope to send details of
this 12 weeks prior to departure.
Day 7 Tallinn, Estonia. After a
morning at sea we arrive in the historic
maritime city of Tallinn with her awe
inspiring city walls and fortifications,
narrow Medieval streets and the
gateways which remain remarkably
well preserved. In the Upper Town we
will enjoy the views from Dome Hill

St Petersburg

Tallinn

RUSSIA

ESTONIA
Riga

LATVIA

LITHUANIA

Klaipeda

POLAND

with the extraordinary vista of domes,
spires and gables and see Toompea
Castle, once a fortress, and now
the seat of the Estonian parliament.
Walking to the Lower Old Town we
will visit the main Square where we will
find the oldest pharmacy in Europe,
the Gothic Cathedral and the 15th
century Town Hall.
Day 8 Saaremaa. Just before breakfast
arrive at Estonia’s largest island which
offers a glimpse of a bygone age.
Untouched by industry it is a green
and very pleasant land dotted with
attractive villages in a rolling forested
landscape. During a morning drive we
will visit the lovely capital Kuressaare
with its magnificent Medieval castle
and stroll through the streets of the
enchanting old town. Continue inland
on a journey that will take you back in
time through a countryside of stone
walls, thatched roofs, traditional
villages and windmills. Return to the

Stockholm

Days 4 to 6 St Petersburg, Russia.
We have the luxury of three days to
explore this most endlessly captivating
of Russian cities. Founded in 1703 by
Peter the Great, St Petersburg is a
fascinating mix of classic and Baroque
architecture on a network of canals.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Helsinki

vessel and relax on board or out on
deck as we spend the afternoon at sea.

about the weapons held at the site and
their evolution.

church, accommodating some 25,000
worshippers.

Day 9 Riga, Latvia. This morning
we will explore Latvia’s capital by
foot. Founded in the 13th century it
became one of the most successful
trading cities of the Baltic. Visit the
Old Town with its Medieval streets
lined with Hanseatic warehouses and
punctuated with Gothic and Baroque
churches including St Peter Cathedral,
the largest Medieval church in the
Baltic. Spend an afternoon exploring
independently before we set sail for
Klaipeda.

Days 11 & 12 Gdansk, Poland. We
will spend a day and a half in this
charming city. Gdansk’s 1000 years
of history have left a collection of
buildings and monuments designed
in Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque
styles. Upon arrival we will leave
the city and enjoy a full day tour to
Malbork Castle and a journey on
the Elblag Canal. The 13th century
Malbork Castle belonged to the
Teutonic Order and at the time
was the largest castle in the world.
Over the years it has been used as a
royal residence as well as a fortress
and was renovated after being
damaged during World War II. The
80 kilometre Elblag Canal is a wonder
of engineering designed in 1860 to
connect East Prussia with the Baltic
Sea. The challenges of the 100 metre
difference in water levels between
Bruzno Lake and Piniewo Lake was
solved by a series of slipways, locks
and dams with boats being carried
across dry land on rail mounted
trolleys. We will take a boat trip
along the canal before returning to
the ship in Gdansk. The following
morning enjoy a city tour where we
will walk along the cobbled streets
of the Royal Way in the old quarter
and view the elaborate architecture,
including the 15th century merchant’s
palace of Artus Court. Also see the
pride of Gdansk, Gothic St. Mary’s,
which is the world’s largest brick

Day 13 Christianso & Bornholm
Island, Denmark. During breakfast we
arrive at the tiny island of Christianso,
the easternmost part of Denmark.
Using Zodiacs to land, explore the
area independently and perhaps
visit the old fortress of King Christian
V and learn about the island’s past
including its history as an island
prison. Today, it is a very special
and peaceful place where eider
ducks appear everywhere and on
the bird sanctuary of Grasholmen,
thousands of herring gulls, razorbill
and guillemot breed. Over lunch
we sail to neighbouring Bornholm.
Peaceful and scenic, Bornholm Island
is a mixture of wheat fields, forests and
an attractive coast dotted with fishing
villages. On an island drive we will see
a 12th century round church and visit
the town of Gudjem where we can
sample the smoked herring. Also see
Hammerhaus Castle offering fantastic
views of the island’s rugged coastline.

Day 10 Klaipeda, Lithuania. Founded
in 1252 by the Teutonic Knights of East
Prussia, Klaipeda was annexed by Hitler
in 1939 and almost destroyed towards
the end of World War II. Arriving in the
afternoon, we have a choice of touring
options. You may wish to head into the
countryside where we will experience
village life and visit the Memorial
Museum dedicated to Lithuanians
sent to Siberia or who fought against
the Soviets during the Cold War years.
Alternatively, take the scenic drive to
the Zemaitija National Park, home
to Lake Plateliali and surrounded by
dense forest. It was in these forests
that, during the Cold War, the Soviets
hid their first nuclear missile base
directed at all the major European
cities. Our tour will visit the Cold War
Museum located in the former Soviet
missile base. We will visit the bunkers,
see the control centre and learn more

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Day 14 Wismar, Germany. The
Medieval town of Wismar was a
major trading centre of the Hanseatic
League in the 14th and 15th centuries
before coming under Swedish rule in
the 17th century for approximately 200
years. Today the small, photogenic
city is a lovely place to explore with its
cobbled streets and picturesque old
harbour. It is also our base for a visit
to one of Germany’s most decorative

castles in Schwerin, the capital of
Mecklenburg. After a relaxing lake
cruise we will visit the grand residence
of the former Dukes of Mecklenburg
gaining an insight into the ancestors
and royalty of Mecklenburg Western
Pomerania. While here, enjoy viewing
the lovely painted oil canvasses and
admire intricate wooden carvings and
inlays in this fairy-tale castle museum.
We return to the ship for lunch
followed by an afternoon at leisure in
Wismar.
Day 15 Kiel Canal Transit. Early this
morning we begin our transit of the
historic 61 mile long Kiel Canal and
sail from the Baltic into the North
Sea. Kaiser Wilhelm I set the first
foundation stone in place on June
3, 1887 in Brunsbuttel, and the final
stone was laid by Kaiser Wilhelm II on
June 21, 1895, in Holtenau. Today, the
Kiel Canal is one of the busiest manmade waterways in the world. Depart
the canal in the early afternoon and
spend the afternoon cruising.
Day 16 The Hague, Netherlands. This
morning we will call into the port of
Scheveningen and visit The Hague,
the Netherlands’ third largest city.
A stately, regal place it is filled with
mansions, green boulevards and
parks and some of the most stunning
palaces and museums. On our tour
this morning we pass the Peace Palace
and explore the historical Binnenhof
on foot. Also visit the delightful
Mauritshuis Museum, the unique
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Guillemot, Grasholmen

Wismar, Germany

Saaremaa

The Hague
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17th century palace that houses “The
Girl with the Pearl Earring” and “The
Goldfinch” as well as many other
world famous paintings by the Dutch
Masters. Return to the MS Hebridean
Sky for lunch and this afternoon
discover the small fishing port of
Scheveningen at leisure. Spend a few
relaxing hours exploring the area or
simply walking on the beach.

Day 17 Dover, UK. Arrive this
morning. Transfers will be provided to
London Heathrow and London Victoria
Coach Station at a fixed time.

Pre-Cruise Stockholm Extension

13th to 15th August 2020

Stockholm

SHIP TO SHORE

Please note that Zodiac landing craft
will be used on day 13 in Christianso
to transfer ashore.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Amundsen

Standard

£ Byrd

Superior

Mawson

Premium

Mawson

Corner

Scott

Deluxe Balcony

Shackleton

Owner’s Balcony

Shackleton

Hebridean

Amundsen

Standard for sole use

Byrd

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£7595

£7395

£8095

£7895

£7795
£8395
£8795
£8995

£7595
£8195
£8595
£8795

£10295

£10095

£9795

£9595

£9495

£9295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel from London to Stockholm
• 16 nights aboard the MS Hebridean Sky on a full board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks
with lunch & dinner • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia onboard team • Gratuities
• Group visa in Russia • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions in St Petersburg.
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If you would like to spend some time in Stockholm we are offering
a two night hotel extension. This will be an independent stay allowing the
opportunity to explore at leisure before embarking MS Hebridean Sky.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £595 Single: £895
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Stockholm with breakfast,
Tour Manager, gratuities, transfers from the airport to hotel and hotel to vessel.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

The Peterhof Palace, St Petersburg

MS Hebridean Sky – Sailing from the Baltic to Britain
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Across the Top of Australia
An expedition cruise of Australia’s Kimberley region aboard the MS Island Sky
25th August to 10th September 2020

T

he Kimberley region of Western Australia was the last great empty section of Australia to be explored,
with European settlers only arriving just over 100 years ago. Ignored by the early settlers, the Kimberley
is today one of the richest areas of the continent with record gold and diamond rushes, great cattle drives and
hauls of pearl shells having put the region well and truly on the economic map. However, for all its latterly
discovered wealth, it still remains one of the most untouched areas in the world. Covering nearly 423,000
square kilometres, the region has fewer people per square kilometre than almost any other place on earth
and is truly one of the world’s last great wilderness areas with a complex landscape which encompasses
spectacular gorges and waterfalls, fascinating cave systems and an incredibly diverse variety of wildlife.
Due to its wild and undeveloped nature, the Kimberley is a wonderful place for the genuine traveller to
explore and it is perfect for expedition style cruising. There are so many highlights, it is difficult to know
where to begin when extolling its virtues. From the tidal phenomena at the Montgomery Bay Reef to the
Horizontal Waterfalls near Talbot Bay, from the hundreds of islands in the Buccaneer Archipelago to the
gorges of the King George and Hunter rivers. The whole vast area offers a cornucopia of natural world
delights on a scale seldom witnessed anywhere else in the world.

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Perth, Australia.
Fly by scheduled indirect flight via
Singapore.
Day 2 Perth. Arrive this afternoon and
transfer to our hotel for a two night
stay.
Day 3 Perth. After breakfast in the
hotel we enjoy a tour of Perth which
will include a guided walk of Kings
Park, perched on Mount Eliza. Absorb
impressive views of the city and
the Swan River and visit Caversham
Wildlife Park. Enjoy a free afternoon to
explore at your own pace before we
meet tonight for a welcome dinner.

including Australian pelicans, frigate
birds, egrets, gulls and terns. The
islands are also renowned as Western
Australia’s most significant breeding
grounds for the green turtle, often
seen nesting on the islands.
Day 6 Adele Island, Buccaneer
Archipelago. Cruise through the
Buccaneer Archipelago, home to
more than 800 islands and arrive at
Adele Island, a hook-shaped island
off the central Kimberley coast. It is
an important location for breeding
seabirds including the lesser
frigatebird and the brown booby.

Day 7 Horizontal Falls, Talbot Bay.
Talbot Bay is known for its massive 12
metre tides that create an amazing
spectacle, the unique Horizontal
Falls. David Attenborough described
the phenomena as “one of the
greatest natural wonders in the
world”. Subject to tidal conditions,
we will board local boats for an
exhilarating ride through the falls.
This afternoon we will use our
Zodiacs to explore Cyclone Gorge.
Here we hope to see crocodiles and
fiddler crabs in the waters whilst
observing the unique geology and
amazing rock formations.
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Perth

Day 8 Raft Point and Montgomery
Reef. This morning we arrive at Raft
Point where we will use Zodiacs to
land on the beach. Either enjoy time to
relax or join the energetic and climb to
a secluded Aboriginal rock art gallery
to view Wandjina art which is over
4000 years old. Take in the spectacular
views from the top before returning
to the ship. Over lunch we position
to the magnificent Montgomery Reef
which ‘rises’ out of the ocean as the
tidal waters cascade down into the
surrounding deep channels in an
awesome display of the power of
nature. Join the expedition team and

Day 4 Perth to Broome. This morning
enjoy a cruise along the Swan River
to Fremantle which is famous for its
wonderful beaches and well-preserved
colonial architecture. We have time
to explore before returning to Perth
airport for our scheduled flight to
Broome. On arrival transfer to the
MS Island Sky and sail this evening.
Day 5 Lacepede Islands. Arrive this
morning at the Lacepede Islands,
a series of low islands consisting of
coarse sand and coral rubble lying
atop a platform reef. This nature
reserve has been identified by Birdlife
International as an Important Bird
and Biodiversity Area as it supports
up to 18,000 breeding pairs of brown
boobies and roseate terns, possibly
the largest such population in the
world. Board the Zodiacs and explore
the island’s lagoon, keeping an eye
out for many species of marine birdlife
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Exploring Hunter River by Zodiac
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The Kimberley
region offers a
cornucopia of
natural world
delights on a
scale seldom
witnessed
anywhere
else including
the tidal
phenomena at
the Montgomery
Bay Reef, the
Horizontal
Waterfalls near
Talbot Bay and
the gorges of the
King George and
Hunter rivers.

Raft Point

Wangi Falls, Litchfield National Park

Humpback whale

board a Zodiac to experience this
natural phenomenon up close and
discover the reef’s diverse marine life
including turtles, manta rays and reef
sharks.
Day 9 Careening Bay. Today we arrive
at Careening Bay. Visit the iconic site
of the ancient carved double-trunked
Boab tree bearing the engraving
‘HMC Mermaid – 1820’. Carved
by one of the crew, the inscription
commemorates the site where the ship
was grounded and repaired.
Day 10 Prince Frederick Harbour,
Hunter River & Naturalist Island. The
Prince Frederick Harbour is home to
some of the most spectacular scenery
we will see. Soaring red cliffs, green

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Bigge Island

rainforest and mangroves paint a
beautiful canvas for our arrival as
we sail through Nine Pin Head, the
sandstone bluff that marks the mouth
of the river. We follow the Hunter River
to reveal the spectacular backdrop
of Mount Trafalgar while to the north
Mount Anderson rises to an impressive
480 metres. We will drop anchor at
Naturalist Island and have the choice
to join a Zodiac excursion around
the island and mangroves looking
for wildlife, especially crocodile, or
an optional helicopter excursion to
Mitchell Falls. This amazing fourtiered waterfall drops 80 metres and
is surrounded by the red escarpment
lands of the Mitchell Plateau making
the view from the air quite stunning.
We will land at the top for a short walk

to the lookout points and may even
have a chance to swim in the river at
the top of the falls.
Day 11 Bigge Island. Off the coast
of the Kimberley, approximately six
kilometres from the mainland, Bigge
Island is filled with fantastic wildlife
viewing opportunities and is well
known for its Indigenous Australian
rock art, created by the Wunambal
people. In caves throughout the island
you will be able to see paintings
including fascinating examples of first
contact art and Wandjina figures.
Day 12 Vansittart Bay & Jar Island.
We have the whole day to explore
Vansittart Bay but first we will use
the Zodiacs to land on Jar Island to
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Banded honeyeater

Horizontal falls, Talbot Bay

see the Gwion Gwion Aboriginal
art gallery. Discovered by Joseph
Bradshaw in 1891, some of the art has
been dated back over 17,000 years
and is unique to this region. We will
walk to the two rock art galleries and
see the rocky burial mound between
the sites. Return to the vessel for lunch
and this afternoon land on the Anjo
Peninsula. Our onboard naturalists will
lead various walks over the mud flats,
rock pools and sand dunes looking for
wildlife, birds and plants.
Rainbow lorikeet

Mitchell Falls

Day 13 King George River. At dawn
we will start our 12 kilometre journey
through some of the world’s most
spectacular scenery along the mighty
King George River. Millions of years
of erosion have created vertical
sheer walls that resemble stacks of
sandstone. The highlight is sure to
be King George Falls, the highest
single drop falls in the whole of the
Kimberley and our expedition team
will get you to the cascading waters.
Those feeling active may like to
accompany some of the expedition
team on a trek to the top of the falls
for breathtaking views. For those that
remain at the foot of the falls, we will
run a series of Zodiac cruises through
the gorge looking for wildlife such as
flying foxes, dugong and crocodiles.
Day 14 At sea. Enjoy a day to relax at
sea and attend a lecture or two.
Day 15 Darwin. This morning we
arrive in Darwin. Enjoy a full day tour
to Litchfield National Park which is
famous for its spectacular waterfalls.
See Florence Falls and enjoy an
interpretive bush and monsoon
vine forest walk. Travel onto Tolmer
Falls for a magnificent view of the
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water cascading down to the deep
waterhole at the base of the falls.
We will return via Wangi Falls with its
large crystal-clear pool; maybe take
a dip in the cool waters and witness
Litchfield’s amazing stand of termite
mounds.

Day 16 Darwin to London. Disembark
after breakfast and transfer to the
airport for your indirect flight to
London.
Day 17 London. Arrive this morning.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Magellan

Standard

Columbus

Superior

Marco Polo

Premium

Marco Polo

Corner

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

Explorer

Owner’s Balcony Suites

Explorer

Island Suite

Magellan

Standard for sole use

Columbus

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£8295

£7795

£8495
£8995
£9295
£9795

£10295
£10995
£9995

£10295

£7995
£8495
£8795
£9295
£9795
£10495
£9495
£9795

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Two nights hotel
accommodation in Perth with breakfast • Dinner on day 3 • 12 nights aboard
the MS Island Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks
with lunch & dinner on board • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore
excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, optional excursion to Mitchell Falls.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Kimberley landscape

MS Island Sky – Across the Top of Australia
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+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Summer in the Isles

Discover the Channel Islands & Isles of Scilly aboard the MS Hebridean Sky
31st August to 8th September 2020

H

ere is a perfect getaway for those who enjoy visiting islands, small ship cruising and the chance to explore on foot. Join the
MS Hebridean Sky in Dover and visit some of the most idyllic islands including Alderney, Sark, Tresco and St Martin’s with
their crystal clear waters and fine white sandy beaches that would not disgrace a Caribbean island. We also visit Bryher and Lundy
which are rarely visited gems and almost never included on cruise schedules.
During our eight night island hopping voyage, we will explore on foot amazing little contained
worlds as well as the stunning sub-tropical Abbey Gardens on Tresco. Such an itinerary would be
difficult to arrange independently and the MS Hebridean Sky is the perfect small ship for such a
venture. A maximum of 100 passengers allows us to explore places otherwise inaccessible to larger
ships and with our nimble Zodiac craft, we can land on out of the way coves and be footloose in a
way that would be totally impractical for larger groups of passengers.

Our View
“The United Kingdom is surrounded by a number of island groups offering
wonderful scenery, wildlife and small communities and our voyage will include time
in two of these groups: the Channel Islands and the Isles of Scilly. Our small ship,
the MS Hebridean Sky, is able to anchor and use local boats or the ship’s Zodiacs to
land at the small harbours which serve the islands and, with just 100 passengers we
will not overrun the islands but instead will be absorbed into the towns and island
life. Our time will be spent walking the nature trails, spotting marine wildlife and
experiencing life in these remote communities.

”

The Itinerary

Day 1 Dover, England. Embark the
MS Hebridean Sky this afternoon
in Dover. Transfers will be provided
from Dover Priory Railway Station at a
fixed time. Enjoy welcome dinner and
drinks. Sail this evening.
Day 2 Guernsey. Enjoy a relaxing
morning at sea as we make our way to
Guernsey. Arrive during lunch and this
afternoon there will be the option of a

Tresco

walking tour of St Peter Port including
a visit to Castle Cornet, a 12th century
battlement which guards the entrance
to St Peter Port harbour. Alternatively,
join a panoramic drive during which
we will see the beautiful coastline and
beaches and visit the Little Chapel,
built in 1914 as a miniature version of
the famous basilica at Lourdes and
covered in fragments of shattered
china.

UNITED KINGDOM
Dover

Lundy

Isles of Scilly

Plymouth
Dartmouth
Alderney
Guernsey

Sark
Jersey

Day 3 Alderney & Sark. On Alderney,
visit the island’s only town, St Anne,
which has all the old-world charm of
a Normandy village with tiny squares
and pastel shaded cottages and
shops. Maybe join a short walk to see
the German fortifications or a longer
walk with our naturalists heading
to the cliffs. At Sark we will use our
Zodiacs to land on this peaceful trafficfree island. Horse-drawn carriages
take us along the narrow lanes alive
with the songs of chaffinches, skylarks
and mistle thrush as we see the narrow
isthmus which joins Little Sark and Big
Sark and the enchanting gardens at
La Seigneurie. The more active may
wish to hire a bicycle and explore
independently.

magnificent landscapes before arriving
at Mont Orgeuil, the impressive
fortification that has witnessed island
life through the Middle Ages, French
Wars and German Occupation.
Continue to Samares Manor Gardens.
Built in 1920 by Sir James Knott these
gardens include special areas for
culinary and cosmetic plants as well
as a “physic” garden of traditional
medicinal plants along with a rose
and lavender garden. We also visit
the Orchid Gardens, where orchid
varieties are cultivated in a specialized
greenhouse beautifully appointed
with flowing streams and little rock
gardens. Return to the ship for lunch
and spend an afternoon exploring
St Helier independently.

Day 4 Jersey. Go ashore by Zodiac
from our anchorage in Jersey. We
will enjoy a morning drive to the
east coast of the island viewing the

Day 5 Tresco & Bryher, Isles of Scilly.
Spend the morning on traffic free
Tresco, walking its idyllic lanes from
the beach to the famous subtropical
Abbey Gardens. Defying the Atlantic
weather, this miracle of a garden is
home to more than 20,000 species
of plants from over 80 countries.
Enjoy time to wander at your own
pace along the paths, maybe visit the
Valhalla collection of ship figureheads
from ships wrecked on the islands or
relax in the cafe. This afternoon we will
tender ashore to Bryher, the smallest
of the inhabited Isles of Scilly. Take the
chance to wander along the tracks that
cross the island amongst hedgerows
and fields bursting with wildflowers.
The active may wish to climb Watch
Hill, where in the past islanders would
keep watch for ships in distress or
alternatively take a stroll to one
of the beautiful beaches.
Day 6 St Agnes & St Martins. This
morning we will visit St Agnes, the
most south-westerly community in
the UK. Surrounded by rocks and
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Tresco Abbey Gardens

A maximum of
100 passengers
allows us to
explore places
otherwise
inaccessible to
larger ships and
with our nimble
Zodiac craft, we
can land on out
of the way coves
and be footloose
in a way that
would be totally
impractical for
larger groups of
passengers.

View from St Agnes

Lundy

Dartmouth

reefs this delightful tiny island offers
marvellous coastal walks. The small
island of Gugh lies across a narrow
sandbar and here we find a single
stone monolith called the ‘Old Man of
Gugh’ which dates back to the Bronze
Age. After lunch tender ashore to the
northernmost island of the group, St
Martin’s, a small island community
of just 120 residents. Enjoy time to
explore independently, climb one
of the viewpoints for vistas over the
islands and the offshore seal colonies
or maybe join one of our expedition
team on a guided walk.
Day 7 Lundy. We have scheduled
a morning on Lundy, a remote and
absolutely delightful island in the
Bristol Channel. Although small, just
three miles long by half a mile wide,
its isolation has made it a home for a
range of wildlife and a clutch of listed
buildings and monuments. Walk along
its traffic free lanes and paths, explore
the wide bays and coves by way of
hanging valleys, have a drink at the inn
or buy the islands ‘puffin stamps’ at
the island’s shop.
Day 8 Dartmouth. Sail this morning
along the River Dart to our anchorage
off the town of Dartmouth. If time
permits, we hope to explore ashore
before lunch on board. On a choice
of excursions this afternoon you

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

MS Hebridean Sky – Summer in the Isles

Castle Cornet, Guernsey

may decide to visit ‘Greenway’, the
wonderful historic house and garden
that was once home to Agatha
Christie. Visit the gardens, including
the Camellia Garden, a wonderful
place to sit and ponder on the history
of the house and the notable residents
and visitors that have included Sir
Walter Raleigh and Sir Francis Drake.
Alternatively visit the 1920s country
retreat of the D’Oyly Carte family at
Coleton Fishacre. Lose yourself in the
RHS accredited garden by the sea as
we wander the paths through glades
and past tranquil ponds. Meanwhile
the house interior is imbued with

1920s elegance and Art Deco
features.
Day 9 Plymouth. Disembark this
morning after breakfast. Transfers
will be provided to Plymouth Train
Station at a fixed time.

SHIP TO SHORE

Please note that due to the small
ports we will be visiting during this
voyage, we will be at anchor each
day and Zodiacs and local tenders
will be used.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy
Deck

Suite Category

Amundsen

Standard

£ Byrd

Superior

Mawson

Premium

Mawson

Corner

Scott

Deluxe Balcony

Shackleton

Owner’s Balcony

Shackleton

Hebridean

Amundsen

Standard for sole use

Byrd

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price
£3995
£4295
£4595
£4895
£5195
£5495
£6395
£5595
£5995

PRICE INCLUDES: Eight nights aboard the MS Hebridean Sky on a full board basis
• Wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia
onboard team • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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South Seas Island Odyssey
An expedition from Vanuatu to French Polynesia aboard the MS Island Sky
23rd September to 13th October 2020

T

he islands of the South Pacific are an extraordinary world that exceed everyone’s expectations. They are as sensuous as the paintings
of Gaugin, more adventurous than the tales of Robert Louis Stevenson and more romantic than James Michener’s fabled Bali Hai.
Ancient volcanoes, lush rainforest, diverse marine life, encounters with fascinating cultures and some of the world’s most exotic birds all
await your discovery during this island hopping expedition.

Join us aboard the MS Island Sky as we sail through the South Seas and visit some extraordinarily beautiful islands with exotic cultures
and exceptionally unique and beautiful landscapes. Being welcomed by friendly locals into a remote village untouched by the modern
world is truly a memorable experience. Setting off from Vanuatu we will be sailing through an area long associated with Captain Cook,
Captain Bligh and the Bounty and can promise you an unforgettable voyage to a corner of the world which has lured adventurers and
romantics alike ever since Magellan first sailed to these waters in 1521. Of course the real age of European exploration did not take place
until the 18th century, and many of the islands we will visit have changed little since that time. Their sheer isolation has been their saving
grace and apart from an influx of missionaries in the late 19th century, western culture has made few inroads into most of the islands.
An expedition such as this requires a vessel akin to the MS Island Sky with the ability to adapt to her surroundings, land on remote atolls using
the fleet of Zodiac landing craft and follow in the wake of whales and dolphins all while providing a comfortable base. In addition and adding
further to your enjoyment will be our experienced expedition team who will be able to inform you on the marine life, birdlife and culture of the
islands we will be discovering.
Port Vila VANUATU
Yasawa Islands
Tanna

POLYNESIA

Levuka

FIJI
Fulaga

TONGA

Neiafu

Nuku’alofa

AUSTRALIA

NEW
SOUTH
WALES

What to Expect...

Palmerston, Cook Islands: What a
wonderful surprise Palmerston proved
to be. The island is delightful, as
close to a paradise coral atoll as it is
possible to get. The 60 residents have
no form of transport other than small
motorcycles so there is no need for
roads, only sandy tracks. A welcoming
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Aitutaki

Raiatea
Papeete

Atiu

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Brisbane, Australia.
Fly by scheduled indirect flight.

Brisbane

Flexibility is the key to an expedition
cruise; sometimes the whole
day’s schedule will be changed to
maximise your experience, something
that would not be possible on a
large cruise ship. Each day holds
something new and below are some
extracts from the ship’s log from last
season which will provide you with an
idea of what to expect.

Niue

COOK ISLANDS
Palmerston

SOCIETY
ISLANDS
Bora Bora
Taha’a

group gave us coconuts to drink from.
A minister conducted a service of
welcome and the mayor gave a short
speech before accepting materials for
the school we had brought with us.
Islanders staged a dance programme,
largely performed by school children
who took us off in small groups to
see the village afterwards. We visited
Lucky School, the solar farm which
supplies the majority of the island’s
electricity, and chatted to islanders in
their homes. Our time was our own
and we gained a great impression
of life which is devoid of most
modern facilities such as television.
Lunch was on board, although a few
people chose to stay ashore. The
Duke’s Pool is a popular swimming
spot which we descended upon
in the afternoon. People enjoyed
snorkelling, sunbathing, further
exploration of the island or watching
the red-tailed tropicbirds and great
frigatebirds which drifted low over our
heads. We left Palmerston with regret:
it had been a taste of the simplest
life imaginable, with sweet children
who displayed a non-worldliness and
innocence long lost in western society.

Day 2 Brisbane. Arrive this evening
and transfer to our hotel for a two
night stay. The remainder of the
evening is at leisure.
Day 3 Brisbane. After breakfast in
the hotel enjoy a leisurely morning to
explore independently and perhaps
visit the botanical gardens, the central
mall or the riverfront. This afternoon
we will enjoy a city drive on our way
to the Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary
which is home to 130 koalas as well

as kangaroos. Continue to Mount
Coot-tha for a fantastic lookout over
Brisbane before returning to the hotel
for dinner this evening.
Day 4 Brisbane to Port Vila, Vanuatu.
After breakfast in the hotel transfer to
the airport for our scheduled flight to
Port Vila. On arrival transfer to the
MS Island Sky and enjoy welcome
drinks and dinner as we sail this
evening.
Day 5 Tanna. Over breakfast we
arrive at the island of Tanna, meaning
earth in the local Kwamera language.

Yasawa Islands

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Neiafu

MS Island Sky – South Seas Island Odyssey

Butterfly fish and Stingray

Tiki statue

Tanna

Captain Cook was the first European
to visit the island in 1774, landing
at Port Resolution and having been
attracted by the glowing light of Mount
Yasur. This 361 metre active volcano is
situated in the south east of the island
and dominates the landscape. The
adventurous may wish to join a journey
to the crater. We will use local trucks to
drive through the rainforest that covers
the mountain before walking to the rim.
Alternatively, we may have the chance
to visit a local village where traditional
lifestyles are maintained and the local
culture has been largely unaffected
by western influences. Here we will
learn of customs and also of traditional
medicines, crafts and cooking styles.
Return to the MS Island Sky for lunch
and an afternoon at sea as we make
our way to Fiji.
Day 6 At Sea. Spend a relaxing day at
sea as we continue our journey across
the South Pacific. Maybe join a lecture
or find a spot on deck to relax or read
a book.
Day 7 Yasawa Islands, Fiji. This
morning we will drop anchor amongst
the twenty islands of the Yasawa
group. In 1789 when Captain Bligh
was set adrift from the HMS Bounty
he passed by the Yasawa Islands from
where two war canoes were sent to
pursue them. They escaped, and the
waters are still known as Bligh Water.
Today we can expect a friendlier
welcome as we find a spot on a
secluded beach to relax or enjoy a first
opportunity to snorkel and swim.
Day 8 Levuka Island. The island of
Levuka and the town of Ovalau has a
special place in Fijian history as it was
here in 1874 that the Fiji islands were
ceded to the British and also where in
1970 Fiji was declared independent
again. The town is unlike any other
Fijian town having retained the
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colonial buildings which made it the
first Fijian site to be granted UNESCO
status. Join a walking tour around
Nasova village on the shores of the
bay and visit the museum and Cession
Monument, the site where Chief
Cakobau signed the deed ceding Fiji
to Great Britain. This afternoon we will
relocate to one of the nearby islands
where we can relax on the beach,
snorkel or swim.
Day 9 Fulaga. Our final call in Fiji
will be at Fulaga, famous for its
woodcarving and the making of large
outrigger canoes. Over 100 tiny islands
in the Fulaga Lagoon have been
undercut into extraordinary mushroom
shapes and the surrounding waters
are tinged with striking colours by the
dissolved limestone. On arrival we
hope to meet with the village elder
to welcome us to the island before
spending the afternoon using our
Zodiacs to explore the rocks or find a
suitable beach to land for swimming,
snorkelling or beachcombing.
Day 10 Nuku’alofa, Tonga.
Following a morning at sea we
arrive into Nuku’alofa, the capital of
Tonga, during lunch. After clearing
immigration formalities we will have a
chance to explore this laidback town
and the island of Tongatapu. Having
never been colonised by Europeans
we will experience traditional
Polynesian culture alongside beautiful
beaches and spectacular natural
wonders. See the historical Captain
Cook landing site from his 1777
voyage, explore the Royal Palace
(Tonga retains the last monarchy in the
Polynesia), and the famous Tongan
blowholes, considered the most
spectacular in the South Pacific.
Day 11 Neiafu, Vava’u. We arrive
during breakfast in the Vava’u islands,
part of the kingdom of Tonga, and

the pretty port of Neiafu. Spend
the morning exploring the town
independently, maybe visit the
local market or enjoy a drink in a
harbourside café. Alternatively join a
tour to the Ene’io Botanical Gardens,
founded in 1972 they are the only
botanical gardens in Tonga. Here the
local guides will identify some of the
550 different plant varieties found in
the gardens. Over lunch we hope to
reposition to one of the nearby islands
and use our Zodiacs to find a suitable
location to land and set up snorkelling
activities. There are many different
species of colourful tropical fish here
and we hope to see the graceful
black-and-yellow angelfish and curious
clown fish on the surrounding reefs.
Day 12 International Date Line
& Alofi, Niue. After crossing the
International Date Line (so it is now
3rd October) we arrive this afternoon
in Niue, one of the smallest
independent nations on earth at
just 260 square kilometres with a
population of just 1200 people.
Populated since the 10th century,
the first European to sight Niue was
Captain Cook in 1774 but his attempts
to land were refused by the inhabitants.
Today we will visit the capital, Alofi
Village, and stop at the Philatelic
Bureau, where some of the world’s
most sought after stamps may be
purchased. Alternatively take the short
drive to Matapa Chasm, a secluded
cleft in the sea cliffs, where we discover
the perfect swimming hole.
Day 13 At Sea. Find a spot on deck,
relax with a book in the library or join
our lecture programme in the lounge
as we spend a relaxing day at sea.
Day 14 Palmerston, Cook Islands.
The engaging history of the William
Masters family comes alive as we meet
the descendants of this eccentric 19th

century Englishman who took three
native brides. We will be welcomed
by the local officials before enjoying
a walk through the village. Extremely
fine handicrafts are made on this island
and here the birdwatchers might catch
sight of the red-tailed tropic birds.
This afternoon we will have a chance
to swim or snorkel from the beach to
explore the underwater world.
Day 15 Aitutaki. This lovely lagoon
is famous for its fascinating coral
formations and bountiful brightly hued
tropical fish. After a lively welcome,
choose to join a morning island drive
which will explore the sleepy village
of Arutanga, seeing the oldest church
in the Cook Islands, the lush forest of
Nikaupara and from the top of Mount
Piraki we will see the bunkers built
during World War II. At the summit
of Maunga Pu we are treated to
breathtaking views of the island and
lagoon. Alternatively, you may wish
to join our naturalists for a cruise and
snorkel in the lagoon. There will be
time to explore independently this
afternoon or take the chance for a
swim before we set sail.
Day 16 Atiu. Our final stop in the
Cook Islands is the small island of Atiu.
With only 560 residents we will be
guaranteed a special welcome. Enjoy
the chance to join the local expert
“Birdman George” on a walking tour
to search for the Rarotonga monarch,
chattering kingfisher, Cook Islands fruit
dove and Atiu swiftlets. Alternatively,
discover the island on a tour which
will include James Cook’s landing site
from 1777, the coffee plantations and
a visit to some of the local houses.
After lunch on board there will be
the opportunity to return to Atiu for
a relaxing afternoon exploring from
the beach or maybe enjoy a taste of
the local Tumunu, a traditional drink
brewed from fermented oranges.
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Pre-Cruise Singapore Extension

Nuku’alofa

21st to 24th September 2020
Singapore

For those who would like to have a break in their journey to Australia, we are
offering a two night stay in Singapore. Our time here will include a tour to see
the sights of the city as well as ample free time to explore independently.

Day 17 At Sea. Relax on board as
we spend the day at sea cruising to
French Polynesia.
Day 18 Bora Bora, French Polynesia.
One of the most stunning islands
on the planet, Bora Bora’s interior is
crowned by majestic eroded volcanic
formations and a distinctive black
basaltic peak. A tour of the island
will take you past colourful villages,
archaeological sites and World
War II relics. This afternoon explore
independently or alternatively take
the chance to swim from the beach or
enjoy snorkelling in the clear waters.
Day 19 Raiatea & Taha’a. Raiatea is
recognised throughout Tahiti as its
“Sacred Island”, the cultural heart of
all Tahiti Polynesia. Local Polynesian
legends say Raiatea, formerly known
as “Havai” was the island of origin
of great voyaging canoes that took
the people as far as Hawaii. This,

The Itinerary

the second largest Tahitian isle, was
the centre of religion and culture
over 1000 years ago and still lends
enchantment to ancient legends
told to this day. This morning’s
island tour will include a visit to the
Taputapuatea marae which dates
back over 1000 years. This afternoon
we sail over to the neighbouring
island of Taha’a where we plan to
visit a vanilla plantation. With the
rich aroma of vanilla lingering heavily
in the air, Taha’a offers a glimpse of
the traditional, tranquil life of the
Tahitians.
Day 20 Papeete to London.
Disembark this morning and transfer
to the airport for our scheduled
indirect flight to London.
Day 21 En-route to London
Day 22 London. Arrive this afternoon.

PRICES PER PERSON
SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Suite Category

Magellan

Standard

Columbus

Superior

Marco Polo

Premium

Marco Polo

Corner

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

Explorer

Owner’s Balcony Suites

Explorer

Island Suite

Magellan

Standard for sole use

Columbus

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£11495

£10995

£11895
£12295
£12795
£13795
£13995
£14995
£15795
£16795

£11395
£11795
£12295
£13295

Twin: £475

Single: £745

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Singapore with breakfast, half day
tour, gratuities, airport transfers.
Not Included: Travel insurance, meals other than breakfast.

Post-Cruise Moorea Extension

Extend your time in Tahiti with our two night
stay on the island of Moorea, this heart shaped
island is situated close to the main island of Tahiti
and is renowned as one of the most beautiful in
the world. From our hotel base there will be the
opportunity to enjoy water sports or alternatively
you may wish to explore the island seeing the
Moorea
plantations of cotton, coffee, sugarcane and
pineapples and the majestic mountains with views over the island and
wonderful waterfalls.

£13495
£14495
£15295
£16295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Two nights hotel
accommodation in Brisbane with breakfast • Dinner on day 3 • 16 nights
aboard the MS Island Sky on a full board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks
with lunch & dinner • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia expedition team
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa, dinner on day 2.
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PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

11th to 15th October 2020

Based on double occupancy

Deck

Day 1 London to Singapore. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Singapore. Arrive this afternoon and transfer to our hotel for an
overnight stay. The remainder of the day is free for independent exploration
or to relax at the hotel.
Day 3 Singapore. After breakfast in the hotel we will take a city tour including
the 53 hectare Botanical Garden and National Orchid Garden which displays
over 1000 species of orchids. Continue to the exotic streets and stalls of
“Little India” before visiting Kampong Glam, Thian Hock Keng Temple and
the Sri Mariamman Hindu Temple in Chinatown. Return to the hotel and
enjoy an afternoon at leisure. You may wish to make your way to the Gardens
by the Bay, Sentosa Island or take some time to shop in one of the centres.
Day 4 Singapore to Brisbane. This morning we return to the airport for our
scheduled flight to Brisbane and join the main itinerary from day 2.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £725 Single: £975
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Moorea with breakfast, transfers
from ship to hotel and from hotel to airport using local boats and vehicles, half day
island tour, gratuities. Not Included: Travel insurance, meals other than breakfast.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Bora Bora
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Marvels of Madagascar
Discover the eighth continent aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
30th September to 16th October 2020

T

he term ‘unique’ is often an overused description in the travel world but certainly applies to the island of Madagascar. The animals,
plants, landscapes and people that make up this thousand mile long island are unlike anywhere else in the world. This extraordinary
country long remained obscure as a destination and is still relatively unknown amongst even the most serious of travellers. There is minimal
infrastructure in many parts of the island and for those wishing to explore the island in some depth, doing so by small ship, especially one as
well-suited as the MS Caledonian Sky is far preferable to exploring by any other means. With the vessel’s fleet of Zodiacs for forays ashore,
allowing access to the wonderful places denied to larger ships and, accompanied by our onboard experts you can learn and enjoy encounters
with fabulous endemic wildlife in this immensely rich and timeless corner of the Indian Ocean.
In addition to the breathtaking scenery, the region abounds with strange and wonderful plants and trees, countless varieties of birds and abundant
wildlife including the iconic lemur. The long separation from the African mainland has given rise to its amazing number of endemic species of
flora and fauna and its people are also unique having descended from Malay-Polynesian mariners who sailed from South East Asia between 1500
to 2000 years ago. Later arrivals included slaves from Africa, traders from Arabia, India and Portugal and more latterly French colonials. Our
experienced expedition team will provide commentary on all that we see and will reveal the wonders of the world’s ‘eighth continent’.

Our View

INDIAN OCEAN
Nosy Hara
Nosy Tanikely

Diego Suarez

Mahajanga

Nosy Mangabe
Masoala
National Park

Ile Sainte Marie
Morondava

MADAGASCAR

Tulear

Reunion

Mauritius

“We are delighted to have been able to plan this in-depth exploration of Madagascar into our

schedule for the MS Caledonian Sky. Madagascar is special in the diversity of flora and fauna and the
amount of endemic species that call it home. During our expedition we are able to visit a number
of national parks where we hope to spot rare lemurs, unique baobabs, endemic birdlife and explore
the underwater world on snorkelling trips. The great advantage we offer is that after a day exploring
on untarred roads with basic transportation, we return to the comfort of the MS Caledonian Sky
to recharge before the next adventure. Our expert onboard team will add immeasurably to our
experience as we explore this wonderful island.

”

What to Expect...
During an expedition, each day holds
something new and below are some
extracts from the logs of some of our
most recent expeditions in Madagascar
which will provide you with an idea of
what to expect if you choose to join this
Madagascan adventure.

Mahajanga & Ankarantsafika National
Park, Madagascar: No such thing as
a Sunday lie-in this morning as we
were up bright and bushytailed in
readiness for an exciting day. The sea
was a millpond. Large fleets of prawn
trawlers lined the quay side, while
traditional ‘dhows’ passed us on their
way out to sea. Women in traditional
dress greeted us on the slipway and
our transport waited at the end of a
strip of market stall selling local crafts.
The convoy of minibuses departed
Mahajanga driving through the busy
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streets before heading out in the
countryside. Savannah like landscape
could be seen for miles on either side
of the tarmac road. The savannah
gave way to large swathes of rice
paddies. Local rice farmers were seen
harvesting the rice, children waved
from the road side, as we passed
through beautiful villages. We arrived
at the Ankarantsafika National Park, a
mere two hours after leaving the dock.
Immediately after arriving, we saw a
troop of brown lemur and the gorgeous
Coquerel’s sifaka expertly negotiating
their way through the canopy. Already
we could see this was a special place
and we hadn’t even left the car park!
We were on the lookout for creatures
great and small, and we found them.
Our guides took us on prepared trails
through the dry forest, spotting a
variety of bird species, reptiles, and
of course, lemur. Highlights included
an eye-height view of a paradise flycatcher incubating on a nest; a female
Milne-Edwards sportive lemur with her
juvenile resting on a tree trunk, iguanas
basking in a variety of different body
positions in spots of sunlight and, the
fantastic spot of the Madagascan fish
eagle. Combined we saw 51 different
species of bird and reptile, and five
species of lemur. What an incredible

day! Lunch was a tasty BBQ and local
snacks, accompanied by much required
cool drinks. Even lunch didn’t distract
from the wildlife viewing as there was
a group of sifaka which could be seen
clearly from the table, sleeping through
the heat of the day. Post-lunch was
flexible and some of us couldn’t resist
another opportunity to walk around the
forest, while others were lucky to be
shown the Durrell conservation project.

Morondava, Madagascar: Driving
through the busy town of Morondava
took some time as we negotiated
our way among the many zebucarts, bicycles, rickshaws, and street
vendors. The market seemed to
sell everything and anything one
could want. Fruit, vegetables,
meats, clothes, and all manner of
colourful household utensils were

on display. The tarmac gave way to
dirt roads and we bumped our way
through rice paddies for a short while
before the silhouettes of the grand
baobab trees started to appear in
the distance. Our first stop was at
‘the Twins’ baobab, two baobabs
growing up from the same base
root system. It provided a good
photo opportunity with the large
tree but also of the surrounding
open landscape. A mere 10 minutes
later we arrived on the Avenue
de Baobabs in all its majesty. The
dusty dirt road lined with towering
Adansonia grandidieri. The world
famous vista is far more impressive
in person. We wondered among the
giants freely. It was a serene scene.
The sun was beating down so we
retreated under the shade of a raintree
where our guide explained the uses
of the baobab fruit with its velvet like
husk and white ‘meringue’ flesh. It
was also an opportunity to find out
about the baobab replanting project
on the site run by Fanamby. We were
each given the privilege to plant a
baobab seeding to help strengthen
the population of these famous trees.
Great to get one’s hands dirty and
covered in Madagascan soil.
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MS Caledonian Sky – Marvels of Madagascar

Panther chameleon

Waterfalls, Reunion
Masoala National Park

Traditional dhow

Exploring by Zodiac

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Mauritius. Fly by
scheduled indirect flight.
Day 2 Mauritius. Arrive this afternoon
and transfer to our hotel for an
overnight stay. The rest of the day
is free to enjoy the hotel facilities
before we meet for dinner in the
hotel this evening.
Day 3 Mauritius. Enjoy breakfast in
the hotel and a morning at leisure.
After checking out, our island tour
will include the Trou-aux-Cerfs
volcano, the Grand Bassin Lake and
Black River Gorges before we transfer
to the MS Caledonian Sky in the late
afternoon. Enjoy welcome drinks and
dinner as we sail tonight.
Day 4 Reunion. We arrive at breakfast
in Reunion where we have a choice
of excursions. On a full day tour
we will visit the central highlands
where spectacularly rugged peaks
of dormant or extinct volcanoes
cradle huge amphitheatres known
as cirques, where mountains tower
to over 10,000 feet and beautiful
waterfalls plummet hundreds of
feet. The rich soil and mellow
climate produce a lush and verdant
landscape which is dotted with
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villages and towns with a uniquely
French atmosphere. Fields of sugar
cane and plantations of tropical
fruits, vanilla and all manner of spices
perfume the air. We will enjoy views
from the Nez des Bouefs and see
the Piton de la Fournaise crater.
After enjoying a creole lunch in a
local restaurant we will visit the “Cite
du Volcan” museum. Alternatively
enjoy a morning tour to a vanilla
plantation in St Andre where we learn
about the history and culture of this
integral part of Reunion’s heritage.
We will also enjoy some free time in
St Denis before returning to the MS
Caledonian Sky for lunch and enjoy
an afternoon at leisure before we set
sail this evening.
Day 5 At Sea. Spend the day at
sea. Maybe join a lecture in the
lounge, enjoy a book in the library or
spend time on deck as we cross to
Madagascar.
Day 6 Ile Sainte Marie, Madagascar.
Our first call in Madagascar is at Ile
Sainte Marie, also known as Nosy
Bohara, a lush tropical island offering
sandy beaches, coral reefs and
natural beauty. This morning we will
explore the capital of Ambodifotatra

including the oldest church in
Madagascar built in 1837 and the
vibrant market. Over lunch we sail
the short distance to La Crique and
Natiora. Here we will use the Zodiacs
to land on the beach from where
our naturalists will lead some walks
into the gardens and small forest.
Alternatively enjoy the chance for a
swim or snorkel off the beach.

During this
exploration of
Madagascar
we are able to
visit a number
of national
parks where we
hope to spot
rare lemurs,
unique baobabs,
endemic birdlife
and explore
the underwater
world on
snorkelling
trips. Our
expert onboard
team will add
immeasurably to
your experience
as we explore
this wonderful
island.

Days 7 & 8 Nosy Mangabe & Masoala
National Park. Over breakfast we
arrive at Nosy Mangabe, a 520
hectare island reserve in Antongil
Bay. Here we find one of the most
diverse areas of virgin rainforest in
Madagascar which has also been an
important research centre since the
mid-1960s when several aye-ayes
and lemurs were released into the
forest. We will use our Zodiacs to
land on the beach next to the forest
and organise a series of nature
walks looking at the varied trees,
plants and ferns and also hope to
spot chameleon, lizards and black
and white ruffed lemur. For the
birders, we will keep an eye out for
the Madagascar buzzard, kingfisher
and paradise flycatchers. We remain
in Antongil Bay overnight to visit
Madagascar’s largest protected area,
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Lemurs

Sainte Marie Island

the Masoala National Park which
comprises coastal rainforest, flooded
forests and marsh and mangroves.
Mammal species encountered
include the red-ruffed lemur, the redfronted brown lemur and the ringtailed mongoose. The park is also
home to various species of brightly
coloured Mantella frogs and all
manner of extraordinary chameleons.
Masoala is also a refuge of the
endangered Madagascar red owl,
Madagascar serpent eagle and many
endemic bird species. We will run a
series of walks for all levels during
our time here whilst you will also have
the option to swim off the beach or
perhaps visit the local village.
Day 9 Diego Suarez. After a morning
at sea we will enter dramatic
Diego Suarez, a stunning natural
harbour with a cosmopolitan mix
of inhabitants including Creoles,
Indians, Chinese, Comorans and
Arabs. This afternoon choose from a
city tour visiting the Commonwealth
Cemetery and Place Joffre, or the
Malagasy Rain Forest at the Mount
Amber National Park. Dividing into
short and long walk parties we will go
in search of lemurs and chameleons
as we explore the rain forest.
Day 10 Nosy Hara. Sail overnight over
the northern tip of Madagascar where
strangely shaped limestone islets
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Ankarafantsika National Park

dot the aquamarine-coloured sea.
The expedition team will decide on
the most suitable island for landing,
such as Nosy Hara, with its abundant
birdlife and a great place to swim
off the beach. We will explore the
island on foot, walking through dense
woodland and observing the unusual
vegetation. Alternatively join a Zodiac
cruise around the islands and a
chance to snorkel over the coral.
Day 11 Nosy Tanikely. We arrive this
morning at the Nosy Tanikely Island
Marine Reserve, an uninhabited
island which offers snorkelling
opportunities and wonderful
beaches. We will take the chance
to either swim in the clear waters
or snorkel over the corals keeping
an eye out for reef fish, turtles and
morays. Alternatively our naturalists
will lead guided walks on the island
where we may see the resident
lemurs, fruit bats and hermit crabs
and enjoy fantastic views from the
lighthouse on the island’s highest
point. Return to the ship for lunch
and spend a relaxing afternoon at
sea.
Day 12 Mahajanga. Mahajanga is a
major port in northwest Madagascar
situated on the Betsiboka River and
is our base for a full day excursion
to Ankarafantsika National Park.
This deciduous forest is a haven for

birds, lemurs and reptiles and on
a choice of walks, we will explore
with our guides. Eight species of
lemur have been observed here
including the famous Microcebus,
the smallest primate in the world.
Meanwhile over 120 species of birds
nest here and we will keep an eye
out for the Madagascan fish eagle
and banded kestrel whilst the 44
species of reptile include chameleon,
turtles and crocodiles that live in
Lake Ravelobe. We will enjoy lunch in
the park and in the afternoon there
will be options to join further walks,
watch for birdlife at the nearby lake
or we have requested permission to
visit the Durrell breeding programme
which was established at Ampijora
and is dedicated to protecting the
ploughshare tortoise, one of the most
threatened breeds in the world.
Day 13 At Sea. Our lecture
programme continues as we continue
our journey around the Madagascan
coast.
Day 14 Morondava. From our
anchorage off the town of
Morondava, we will use the Zodiacs
to land on the local beach. From here
there will be a choice of excursions to
explore the local region. A half day
morning tour will visit the Avenue
de Baobabs. Of the eight baobab
species in the world, six are endemic

to Madagascar and here we will see
the Adansonia grandidieri species
with a row of 20 to 25 trees which
border the gravel road. We will learn
about the trees and their spiritual
significance before returning to
Morondava and exploring the local
market. Alternatively, join a full day
excursion to Kirindy Forest. Situated
approximately a two hour drive from
Morondava, we will pass the Avenue
de Baobabs as we travel north. Kirindy
is a 10, 000 hectare, dry deciduous
forest, one of the most endangered
in the world where the flora and fauna
includes many endemic species. Here
we find three species of baobab, many
birds and reptiles including snakes,
tortoises and lizards. Eight species of
lemur reside here including the pale
form marked lemur.
Day 15 Tulear. Our last call in
Madagascar will be Tulear on
the southwest coast. Arriving at
lunchtime we have a choice of
activities this afternoon. Maybe
drive to the Antsokay Arboretum
which is entirely devoted to the
conservation of the plants from the
south west of Madagascar and, after
more than 30 years of hard work,
offers a densely kept selection of
flora presenting a typical sub-arid
thicket with baobab trees towering
over the smaller plants. We will see
the four hectare botanical garden
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Pre-Cruise Mauritius Extension

MS Caledonian Sky – Marvels of Madagascar

Avenue de Baobabs

29th September to 2nd October 2020

Before embarking the MS Caledonian Sky
we are offering the opportunity to spend two nights
in Mauritius at a luxury resort (Westin or similar)
located on the protected northwest coast
of Mauritius.

The Itinerary

Day gekko

Day 1 London to Mauritius. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Mauritius. Arrive today and transfer to our resort for a two night stay.
Reykjavik
Day 3 Mauritius. A full day to relax at the hotel.
Day 4 Mauritius. Enjoy breakfast at the hotel and continue with the same
programme as per day 3 of the main itinerary.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £695 Single: £845
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation on half board basis, gratuities,
transfers. Not Included: Travel insurance. Please note that the hotel used will be
different to the one included on day 2 of the main cruise itinerary.

Post-Cruise Kruger Extension

15th to 19th October 2020

Lions, Kruger National Park

which comprises over 900 species
of plants of which 90% are endemic
to the region. Alternatively visit the
Reniala Private Reserve, a small area
of just 60 hectares but containing a
spiny forest which is unique to south
eastern Madagascar. The park is
home to 200 plant species including
baobabs as well as being a haven
for birders with sightings of paradise
flycatchers, Madagascar hoopoe and
Madagascar crested drongo.

Day 16 Tulear to London. Disembark
this morning and transfer to the
airport for our specially chartered
flight to Johannesburg. Connect
here with our scheduled onward
flight to London. Alternatively for
further wildlife experiences join our
extension to the Kruger National
Park.
Day 17 London. Arrive this morning.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Castle

Standard		
£9495

Brochure Price

Caledonian Superior		
£9795
Promenade Premium		
£9995
Bridge

Deluxe Balcony 		
£10995

Promenade Premium Balcony		
£11295
Promenade Owners Corner Suite with balcony		
£12495
Castle

Standard for sole use		
£11495

Caledonian Superior for sole use		
£11795

Special Offer Price
£8995
£9295
£9495

The Itinerary

Day 1 Tulear to Johannesburg, South Africa. Arrive from our chartered flight
from Madagascar as per day 16 on the main cruise itinerary. We will overnight at
a Johannesburg hotel. Meet tonight for dinner.
Day 2 Johannesburg to Kruger National Park. After breakfast in the hotel we
return to the airport for our scheduled flight to Kruger Airport. Upon arrival
transfer to the Lukimbi Safari Lodge (or similar) where we enjoy lunch before
embarking on our first game drive. Return to the lodge for a traditional Boma
dinner this evening.
Day 3 Kruger National Park. Enjoy an early morning game drive and after
breakfast at the lodge, embark on an optional morning bush walk, followed
by free time and a leisurely lunch. Later this afternoon there is the option of
another game drive before dinner.
Day 4 Kruger to London. After another dawn game drive we will enjoy
breakfast and check out of the lodge before driving to Kruger Mpumalanga
International Airport for our short flight to Johannesburg. Connect here with our
onward scheduled flight to London.
Day 5 London. Arrive this morning.

£10495
£10795
£11995
£10995
£11295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel

accommodation in Mauritius on a half board basis • 13 nights aboard the
MS Caledonian Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch &
dinner on board • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore excursions • Gratuities
• Transfers • Port taxes
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

After your expedition around Madagascar, we are offering the opportunity to
explore the wildlife of the Kruger National Park.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £2395 Single: £2795
Price Includes: Overnight hotel accommodation in Johannesburg with breakfast,
dinner on day 1, scheduled air travel between Johannesburg and Kruger National
Park, two nights accommodation at the Lukimbi Safari Lodge (or similar) on a full
board basis, game drives, gratuities, transfers, taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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Passage to Easter Island
An island hopping expedition through the South Pacific from
Tahiti to Easter Island aboard the MS Island Sky
9th to 31st October 2020

J

oin us in paradise on a leisurely passage through the South Seas to an area long associated with Captain Cook, Captain Bligh and the
Bounty, and Gauguin. We can promise you an unforgettable voyage to a corner of the world which has lured adventurers and romantics
alike ever since Magellan first sailed to these waters in 1521. During our expedition we will explore four island groups; the Tuamotus,
Marquesas, Gambier and Pitcairn Islands.

We will embark the MS Island Sky in Tahiti and set sail for our exploration of the South Pacific’s islands and atolls. From coral reefs teeming with
life to powerful legends that shaped history, each island is unique, each culture distinct. On the more remote islands, villages are still composed of
thatched houses, set amongst the shade of the breadfruit and coconut trees. Many islands are important nesting grounds for seabirds and sea turtles
and the lagoons everywhere are breeding grounds for countless species of fish. Our expedition ends on Easter Island, which, lying some 2300
miles off the coast of Chile is blessed with an extraordinary collection of remarkable archaeological sites which we will explore.
With our fleet of Zodiac landing craft we will explore inlets, bird sanctuaries and land in otherwise inaccessible places accompanied by an
expert expedition team including naturalists, marine biologists and ornithologists who will share their knowledge and enthusiasm during
forays ashore and whilst on board.

What to Expect...
Flexibility is the key to an expedition
cruise; sometimes the whole
day’s schedule will be changed to
maximise your experience, something
that would not be possible on a
large cruise ship. Each day holds
something new and below are some
extracts from the ship’s log from last
season which will provide you with an
idea of what to expect.

Pitcairn Islands: At dawn, we sailed
towards tiny Pitcairn Island which
was silhouetted against pink skies
and as we approached closer still, a
beautiful rainbow. What an amazing
welcome to such a mystical place.
By 08.00 there was bright sunshine
and clear blue skies overhead as the
Zodiac shuttles between the ship
and aptly named Bounty Bay began.
The shuttle itself was an adventure
as the Zodiac drivers carefully timed
their entry to the harbour on the
back of increasingly large waves.
On arrival we were welcomed at the
small harbour by a group of Pitcairn
islanders who provided us with maps
and some basic information about
the island before we made our way
up the Hill of Difficulty to the main
square at Adamstown. At the main
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MARQUESAS ISLANDS
Nuku Hiva Hiva Oa
Fatu Hiva
Rangiroa
Pukapuka
Tahiti TUAMOTU
Pukarua
ISLANDS

square and on the roads either side,
the islanders had set up market style
stalls where we were able to buy
much sought after souvenirs such as
t-shirts, wooden handicrafts, books,
postcards, jewellery and honey
which are a key source of income
for the 50 or so inhabitants living
on the island. The expedition team
arranged a series of guided walks
around the island. After lunch on
board, a new set of activities ensued,
kicking off with the much anticipated
opening of the post office to buy
stamps and souvenir first day covers
as well as opening the doors to the
island museum where we could
see artefacts from the days of the
mutineers including the original
bible from the Bounty as well as
more recent history. Mid-afternoon
we returned to the ship where it was
clear as everyone chatted together
about how they had spent their day
and the great conversations we had
enjoyed with our island hosts. There
was no doubt that thus far Pitcairn
Island was a voyage highlight.

POLYNESIA
GAMBIER
ISLANDS
Mangareva

Henderson
Island

Ducie Island

Pitcairn Island
PITCAIRN ISLANDS

Easter Island

Our View
been operating voyages in the South Pacific for over twenty five years
“andWethishavevoyage
from Tahiti to Easter Island has always been one of the most
Via Santiago

popular itineraries. The reason is clear to see as how else, other than by a small
expedition ship, could you combine the culture of Easter Island, the history of
Pitcairn Island and the remote natural wonders of the islands that dot the ocean
providing refuge for indigenous birds and sea creatures or the beauty of the
Marquesas that so inspired Paul Gaugin. Our journey covers over 3000 nautical
miles and many of the places we visit can only be accessed by small groups with
the use of the ship’s nimble Zodiacs meaning that once we have landed on a
remote beach, we will be the only guests ashore.

”

Fatu Hiva
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Tiki carving, Hiva Oa

Our journey
covers over 3000
nautical miles
and many of
the places we
visit can only
be accessed by
small groups
with the use of
the ship’s nimble
Zodiacs meaning
that once we
have landed on a
remote beach, we
will be the only
guests ashore.

Fairy Tern, Ducie Island

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Tahiti, French
Polynesia. Fly by scheduled indirect
flight.
Day 2 Tahiti. Arrive today and transfer
to our hotel for an overnight stay. The
remainder of the evening is free to
enjoy the hotel facilities or explore
independently.
Day 3 Tahiti. After breakfast in
the hotel, we will enjoy a morning
excursion including a visit to the
Museum of Tahiti and Her Islands.
After lunch at a local restaurant we
will transfer to the MS Island Sky.
Day 4 Rangiroa. As one of the world’s
largest coral atolls, Rangiroa has a
magnificent lagoon surrounded by
small islets or motus, stretching as far
as the eye can see. Today, a variety of
activities await. There will be a chance
to tour a black pearl farm, enjoy free
time in the enchanting local village of
Avatoru or enjoy a snorkel or swim.
After lunch on board we spend a
relaxing afternoon at sea.
Day 5 At Sea. Relax on board as
we make our way to the Marquesas
Islands.
Day 6 Nuku Hiva, Marquesas Islands.
After a morning at sea we arrive in
the Marquesas Islands, far removed
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from the rest of the South Pacific in
everything from language and culture
to geology. Our afternoon will be
spent on Nuka Hiva, the largest of
the islands and the island group’s
economic capital. Today we will
immerse ourselves in local culture and
geography. Traditional Marquesan
dancers welcome us to their village.
We will visit the archaeological centres
at Kamuihei and Hikoku’a and see
the temples, petroglyphs and tiki.
Meanwhile a series of island walks will
investigate the nature of the island
whilst there will also be a chance to
swim from the beaches.
Day 7 Hiva Oa. At first light we
arrive at volcanic Hiva Oa. We will
anchor off Atohuna where if we are
lucky we may find manta rays before
heading ashore. Our morning will
be dedicated to Gauguin, the iconic
artist of the South Pacific. We will visit
his museum and make a pilgrimage
to his final resting place, soaking up
the landscape that inspired him to
leave it all behind and go native. This
afternoon we reposition the ship to
Puamau and visit the Oipona me’ae
temple, one of the best preserved
archaeological sites in French
Polynesia and home to the eight foot
tall Tiki Takali. On our return to the
ship you may wish to enjoy a swim
from the beach.

Day 8 Fatu Hiva. With a landscape of
spectacular pinnacles towering over
the cobalt Bay of Virgins, Fatu Hiva
is one of the most floral and pristine
islands. Villagers will perform their
traditional dances and demonstrate
their handicrafts of wood carvings
and tapa making. Afterwards our
expedition team will run a series of
nature walks either climbing to the
view point, searching for birds with
our ornithologist or a nature walk to
the waterfall. Meanwhile a snorkel
platform will be set up for those who
wish to swim.
Day 9 Pukapuka, Tuamotus Islands.
After a morning cruising, this
afternoon we visit Pukapuka. To
honour their guests, the islanders
proudly decorate their tidy village
with green palm fronds and flowers,
and welcome us with a fragrant
flower lei and entrancing dances.
Sample traditional coconut treats and
watch a demonstration of how copra
(the dried meat of the coconut) is
prepared for its various uses. Travel to
the centre of the island past coconut
plantations to swim in the turquoise
waters of the inner lagoon.
Day 10 Pukarua. Located on the outer
fringes of French Polynesia, Pukarua
faces thousands of miles of open
ocean. Onshore, its small population
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MS Island Sky – Passage to Easter Island

Nuku Hiva

Easter Island

lives in a spirit of cooperation and
friendship, living largely on coconuts
and the bounty of the sea. As we
visit this small community, we will be
enthusiastically greeted with genuine
friendliness and lively music. Arriving
after lunch we will have the chance
to walk through the village or enjoy a
swim in the lagoon.
Day 11 Expedition Day. As we make
our way across the Pacific we will
pass by the Acteon Group of islands.
These remote uninhabited atols were
named after the HMS Acteon who
sighted the islands in 1837. Landing
on the islands is very weather
dependent but we hope that we
can spend time on Tenararo which,
whilst small, is an important habitat
for Tuamotu sandpipers, curlews
and Murphy’s petrel which are not
threatened by predators. We may
also have the chance to snorkel or
swim from the beach.
Day 12 Mangareva, Gambier Islands.
Mountainous Mangareva is capital
of the Gambier group of islands
and home to the remarkable St
Michael’s Cathedral with a stunning
mother-of-pearl altar. On a full day
call, we will have the chance to join
an island nature walk, take a hike up
the 440 metre Mount Duff, named
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after the first European vessel to
visit the island in 1797, or to simply
wander around the small village. If
weather permits we may also set
up a snorkelling platform on the
surrounding coral reef.
Days 13 & 14 Pitcairn Islands. We
have factored a day and a half
around Pitcairn Island. If weather
permits we will sail to Oeno Atol,
an important bird area due to the
colony of 12,500 pairs of Murphy’s
petrel that nest here alongside
sooty tern and brown noddy.
We then have a full day on the
island of Pitcairn, famous as the
final destination of the Bounty in
the late 18th century. Meet the
Anglo-Tahitian descendants of
the mutineers of the Bounty, who
arrived here 200 years ago and
see the ship’s anchor outside the
courthouse. We will have time to
explore this inspiring island setting
and visit with islanders who display
memorable stamps and handicrafts.
We will have a Pitcairn welcome
in the Town Hall before exploring
the capital of Adamstown. We will
set up a number of walks with our
expedition staff to explore the
islands highlights. Please note that
access to the Pitcairn Islands is very
weather dependent.

Day 15 Henderson Island. We arrive
at Henderson Island over breakfast
and will look for a suitable landing
place. This upraised former coral
atoll has fascinating eroded rock
formations, with giant blowholes
flinging up tremendous sea spray.
Very rare birds inhabit the island,
including the Henderson island
rail and Stephen’s lori. Numerous
underwater ravines and crevices
support a great diversity of fish whilst
on walks on the island or along the
beach we will come across coconut
crabs. Return to the ship and spend
the afternoon at sea.		
Day 16 Ducie Island. This morning we
will experience expedition cruising
at its finest as we hope to land on
one of nature’s wildlife sanctuaries.
A remote coral atoll with good
snorkelling and birding, Ducie Island
is so remote that no threats to its
native wildlife exist, and it is one of
the rare places in the world where
wildlife is relatively unaffected by
man’s presence. Our expedition
team will lead a series of walks on the
island. Return to the ship for lunch as
we sail this afternoon and start our
journey to Easter Island.
Days 17 & 18 At Sea. We have two
days to spend relaxing on deck or to

perhaps join the lectures from our
experts on board.
Days 19 & 20 Easter Island, Chile. We
have a day and a half scheduled for
Easter Island to explore the highlights.
Arriving in the afternoon we explore
Rano Kau, the second oldest volcano
on the island. Its huge caledera (one
and a half kilometres at its base)
contains one of the island’s three fresh
water lakes. From the look-out at the
rim of Rano Kau we continue on to
the ceremonial village of Orongo,
best known for the birdman cult
ceremonies. The site was restored in
1974 and within the village you will see
47 restored houses. Continue to Ahu
Tahai, another restored ceremonial
site and one of the oldest, dating
back to the 6th century. On a full day
tour we will view many of the different
areas where moais (statues) can be
found. We will see the volcano of
Rano Raraku, the site where 95%
of all moais were carved and today
you will find nearly 400 statues in
various stages of completion. A hike
to the top of the volcano’s crater
will not only reveal many statues
but also a beautiful fresh water lake.
We continue our exploration of the
island with Ahu Tongariki, the largest
ceremonial site in Polynesia restored
in 1996 and Ahu Akivi where we find
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Masked booby, Henderson Island

Santiago

Rangiroa Atoll

Dancers, Marquesas Islands

seven maoi built around 1460 BC
and which face out to sea. Lunch will
be a specially arranged barbecue
on Anakena beach, home of Easter
Island’s ancient paramount chiefs and
one of the prettiest coves in the South
Pacific.
Day 21 Easter Island to Santiago.
Disembark and transfer to the airport
for our scheduled flight to Santiago.

On arrival transfer to our hotel for
an overnight stay. The remainder
of the day and evening are free for
independent exploration.

Pre-Cruise Moorea Extension

7th to 10th October 2020

Moorea

Day 22 Santiago to London. After
breakfast in the hotel transfer to the
airport for the scheduled flight to
London.
Day 23 London. Arrive this afternoon.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Magellan

Standard

Columbus

Superior

Marco Polo

Premium

Marco Polo

Corner

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

Explorer

Owner’s Balcony Suites

Explorer

Island Suite

Magellan

Standard for sole use

Columbus

Superior for sole use

Brochure Price
£12495
£12895
£13295
£13795
£14795
£14995
£15995
£16795
£17795

Special Offer Price
£11995
£12395
£12795
£13295
£14295
£14495
£15495
£16295
£17295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel
accommodation in Tahiti & Santiago with breakfast • 18 nights aboard the
MS Island Sky on a full board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch
& dinner • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Gratuities
• Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Extend your time in Tahiti with our two night stay on the island of Moorea,
this heart shaped island is situated close to the main island of Tahiti and is
renowned as one of the most beautiful in the world. From our hotel base
there will be the opportunity to enjoy water sports or alternatively you may
wish to explore the island seeing the plantations of cotton, coffee, sugarcane
and pineapples and the majestic mountains with views over the island
and wonderful waterfalls. Upon check out on 10th October, transfer to the
mainland and continue with the main itinerary from day 2.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £725 Single: £975
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation on Moorea with breakfast, return
transfers between the main island and Moorea using local boats and vehicles, half
day island tour, gratuities. Not Included: Travel insurance.

113

MS Island Sky – Passage to Easter Island

Exploring by Zodiac

Wildlife & Wonders
of the Indian Ocean

A voyage from Mauritius to Tanzania including Madagascar & the Outer Seychelles
aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
26th October to 10th November 2020

J

oin us aboard the MS Caledonian Sky for this island hopping expedition through the Indian Ocean
which will appeal to those who enjoy the natural world and all its wonders, travelling aboard a small
ship and staying clear of the well-beaten tourist tracks. The all-suite MS Caledonian Sky with her fleet
of Zodiac landing craft is the perfect vessel for such an enterprise. Carrying just over 100 guests, she is
a far cry from the latest breed of cruise ships and can visit small islands and backwaters that are denied
to larger vessels. Your experience will be made all the more memorable by the expert crew and officers,
who along with our expedition team of marine biologists, ornithologists and botanists have many years
of experience in the Indian Ocean and will provide commentary on all we see.
Setting sail from Mauritius we will land on its nearest neighbour, Reunion, a little bit of France in the
Indian Ocean and a truly stunning place. We will spend the day exploring its awesome and dramatic
landscape before continuing to Madagascar where over a period of three days we will explore the
incredible verdant and beautiful island and its unique flora and fauna.

TANZANIA
Zanzibar
Dar es Salaam
Aldabra
Kilwa Kisiwani
Diego Suarez
Nosy Mangabe

INDIAN OCEAN
Masoala
National Park

MADAGASCAR

Mauritius
Reunion

Continuing to the Seychelles, for many the highlight of the voyage will be our time spent exploring the Aldabra Island Group, the
breeding ground of the giant tortoise and in addition to seeing some of these endearing creatures we should also encounter dolphins and
turtles as well as countless birds including the flightless rail, the last flightless bird in the Indian Ocean. To explore the abundant crystal
clear waters of the vast lagoon and to set foot on atolls which have never been exploited by the hand of man is a rare experience. Our
final days are spent in Tanzania exploring Kilwa Kisiwani, a site of exceptional historical interest and we have a full day to explore
atmospheric Zanzibar.
This itinerary is a veritable feast of beauty and combines the natural world with cultural discovery. You will witness the bounty of the islands,
the wildlife from the lemurs of Madagascar to the giant tortoises of Aldabra, an amazingly prolific birdlife and mesmerising underwater life.

What to Expect...
Flexibility is the key to an expedition
cruise; sometimes the whole day’s
schedule will be changed to maximise
your experience, something that
would not be possible on a large
cruise ship. Each day holds something
new and below are some extracts from
the ship’s log from last season which
will provide you with an idea of what
to expect.

Aldabra: We set off soon after
breakfast dropping some of our
party at the research base for guided
walks, while the rest continued into
the lagoon to explore. Beneath our
boats eagle rays sped away and small
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schools of coloured fish seemed to be
everywhere. At one point we entered
a narrow channel deep into the red
mangroves, with sunbirds twittering
around us and at a sunny bend at
the end a huge green turtle swam
around, its back fuzzy with green
algae. Then along the mangrove edge
we came to the best patch of all: a
mixed nesting colony of red-footed
boobies and both lesser and greater
frigatebirds. Some nests had chicks
almost 12 months old which will soon
fledge. Others were sat tight on tiny
white fluffy chicks. The strangest
thing was to see boobies fast asleep
in the branches, their bright red feet
clutching hard, their head and beak
hanging down below their feet, and
their eyes closed tight. That afternoon
we saw why they get so tired.
Watching from the decks, we passed
through some large flocks of birds
scanning for fish at the surface, while
the most agile individuals queued up
alongside our ship to plunge down
in split second dives to try and catch
flying fish bursting out of the water.

Nosy Mangabe: This morning we were
anchored off the Masoala Peninsula
which is covered in primary rainforest.
Our destination Nosy Mangabe is a
small island in the national park. We
disembarked the long and ‘Birder’
walks first followed by the medium
and short walks on a beautiful golden
beach backed by primary rainforest
and a dugout canoe drawn up on the
close by. Once ashore we split into our
various groups and headed off into the
forest in search of wildlife. We were
on the lookout for creatures big and
small, and we found them. The lemurs
appeared, racing through the treetops

and there were frogs everywhere.
There were the green-backed
mantellas, quite brash in their black
and green colours, tiny nondescript
frogs laying their single egg in the
stumps of bamboo. There were a
number of leaf-tailed geckos which
were so well camouflaged that they
were almost impossible to see even
at close range. Near the landing site,
the lemurs came down to check us
out and allowed for some great close
up photographs. On walks inland we
saw some huge boulders of 3.2 billion
year old granodiorite that formed akin
to how tors formed in the UK. This
afternoon we had the opportunity
to land at the camp for a second
time and embark on an afternoon
exploratory walk or enjoy a long
Zodiac cruise along the peninsula.
Both options were rewarded with
excellent wildlife sightings. We were
all back on board for a quick recap
followed by dinner. Those who chose
to dine outside were rewarded with
a lovely sunset and the noises of the
rainforest.
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Black and White Ruffed Lemur

Paradise-flycatcher

Nosy Mangabe

The Itinerary

Day 1 London Gatwick to Mauritius.
Fly by scheduled indirect flight.
Day 2 Mauritius. Arrive this
afternoon and transfer to our hotel
(Trou aux Biches Beachcomber or
similar) for an overnight stay. The
rest of the day is free to enjoy the
hotel facilities before we meet for
dinner in the hotel this evening.
Day 3 Mauritius. Enjoy breakfast in the
hotel. After checking out our island
tour will include the Trou-aux-Cerfs
Volcano, the Grand Bassin Lake and
Black River Gorges before transferring
to the MS Caledonian Sky in the late
afternoon. Enjoy welcome drinks and
dinner as we sail tonight.
Day 4 Reunion. We arrive at
breakfast in Port Est, Reunion where
we have a choice of excursions. On
a full day tour we will visit the central
highlands where spectacularly
rugged peaks of dormant or
extinct volcanoes cradle huge
amphitheatres known as cirques,
where mountains tower to over
10,000 feet and beautiful waterfalls
plummet hundreds of feet. We will
enjoy views from the Nez des Bouefs
and see the Piton de la Fournaise
crater. After enjoying a Creole
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lunch in a local restaurant, we will
visit the “Cite du Volcan” museum.
Alternatively enjoy a morning tour
to a vanilla plantation in St Andre
where we learn about the history
and culture of this integral part
of Reunion’s heritage. We will
also enjoy some free time in St
Denis before returning to the MS
Caledonian Sky for lunch and enjoy
an afternoon at leisure before we set
sail this evening.
Day 5 At Sea. Spend the day at
sea. Maybe join a lecture in the
lounge, enjoy a book in the library or
spend time on deck as we cross to
Madagascar.
Days 6 & 7 Nosy Mangabe &
Masoala National Park, Madagascar.
Spend a day and a half in Antongil
Bay area. We discover Nosy
Mangabe, a 520-hectare island
reserve and one of the most
diverse areas of virgin rain forest in
Madagascar which has also been an
important research centre since the
mid-1960s when several aye-ayes
and lemurs were released into the
forest. We will use our Zodiacs to
land on the beach next to the forest
and organise a series of nature
walks looking at the varied trees,

plants and ferns and we hope to
spot chameleon, lizards and black
and white ruffed lemur. For the
birders, we will keep an eye out for
Madagascar buzzard, kingfisher and
paradise flycatchers. We also explore
Madagascar’s largest protected
area, the Masoala National
Park, which comprises of coastal
rainforest, flooded forests, marsh
and mangroves. Mammal species
encountered include the red-ruffed
lemur, the red-fronted brown lemur
and the ring-tailed mongoose. The
park is also home to various species
of brightly coloured Mantella
frogs, all manner of extraordinary
chameleons and is a refuge of the
endangered Madagascar red-owl,
Madagascar serpent eagle and many
endemic bird species. A series of
walks for all levels will operate whilst
there will also be the option to swim
off the beach or perhaps visit the
local village.

For many the
highlight of this
voyage will be
our time spent
exploring the
Aldabra Islands,
the breeding
ground of the
giant tortoise and
in addition to
seeing some of
these endearing
creatures we
should also
encounter
dolphins and
turtles as well as
countless birds
including the
flightless rail.

Day 8 Diego Suarez. Over lunch, we
will enter dramatic Diego Suarez,
a stunning natural harbour with a
cosmopolitan mix of inhabitants
including Creoles, Indians, Chinese,
Comorans and Arabs. This afternoon
choose from a city tour visiting the
Commonwealth Cemetery and Place
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MS Caledonian Sky – Wildlife & Wonders of the Indian Ocean

Waterfalls, Reunion

Powder blue tangs

Red-footed Booby, Cosmoledo

Grand Bassin Lake, Mauritius
Aldabra atoll

Exploring by Zodiac

Joffre, or the Malagasy Rain Forest
at the Mount Amber National Park.
Dividing into short and long walk
parties we will go in search of lemurs
and chameleons as we explore the
rain forest. In the towering vegetation,
we may spot several species of lemurs
and chameleons as well as endemic
birds, including parrots.
Days 9 to 11 Aldabra Island Group,
Seychelles. Spend a relaxing
morning at sea before arriving at
the Aldabra group of islands where

we have two and a half days to
explore. Our itinerary will be in the
hands of our Expedition Leader and
Captain who will monitor the local
conditions to ensure we maximise
our time here. Whilst our itinerary
is flexible, we hope to call at the
island of Assumption which was
ruthlessly plundered for its vast
deposits of guano in the early
20th century. Happily, peace has
returned, and the wildlife of rare
birds and green turtles are once
again in abundance. Our time here

Masoala National Park
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will be spent beachcombing, on a
nature walk or snorkelling. We also
hope to reach Cosmoledo where a
huge ring of twelve islands circle a
lagoon. Many of the atolls are still
to be surveyed and we will explore
some of them by Zodiac. This is an
Important Bird and Biodiversity Area
with all three species of booby found
in the Seychelles including the last
breeding site for the brown booby.
Also spot sooty terns and great
frigate birds. We will also spend time
on Aldabra, the island referred to by
Sir Julian Huxley as “One of nature’s
treasures and should belong to the
whole world”. Aldabra is unique and
every time we call at what is believed
to be the world’s largest atoll we find
something new of interest. Sightings
have been made of the extremely
rare white throated rail and the atoll
is also home to the world’s second
largest colony of frigate birds and
to the largest crab, the coconut
crab. Whilst exploring by Zodiac it
is difficult to know in which direction
to look. The clear blue seas abound
with life, the skies are alive with
varied birdlife and ashore giant land
tortoises forage as they have done
for millions of years. We hope to
explore Picard Island with a short
walk to see some of the thousands
of tortoises and numerous robber
crabs or swim in the lagoon, a vast

17 mile stretch of shallow clear water.
From our Zodiacs we can watch the
ever-changing undersea world and
snorkel in colourful coral waters.
Day 12 At Sea. Spend a relaxing day
at sea.
Day 13 Kilwa Kisiwani, Tanzania.
This morning we anchor off Kilwa
Kisiwani, a site of exceptional
historical interest, where the
atmospheric ruins represent a wide
sweep of East African coastal history,
from the heights of the Swahili
and Shirazi trading civilisation to
the darker days of slavery and the
uprisings against German rule. Once
one of Africa’s wealthiest towns,
Kilwa Kisiwani is now a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and contains
the world’s most extensive and
best-preserved Swahili ruins. We will
spend the afternoon on a walking
tour and see the prominent fort and
the Great Mosque which stood at
the heart of this ancient city which
was once the largest in East Africa.
This afternoon we continue our
cruise across the Indian Ocean.
Day 14 Zanzibar. Here the colourful
harbour, crowded with dhows, very
much sets the scene for our visit
to this Arab-style city with its long
narrow streets, bazaars, houses
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Post-Cruise Selous Safari Extension

MS Caledonian Sky – Wildlife & Wonders of the Indian Ocean

Giant Tortoise, Aldabra

9th to 13th November 2020
Giraffe, Selous Game Reserve

with overhanging balconies and
intricately carved doorways. On
a morning walking tour, soak up
the timeless atmosphere of Stone
Town including Livingstone House,
Sultan’s Palace, the slave market and
the Old Fort. The afternoon is free
to relax and explore independently
or join a tour to a spice farm to
experience the various fruits and
spices cultivated on the island.
Alternatively, travel to Jozani Forest

which sustains a variety of wildlife
and birds, including the rare red
colobus monkey, indigenous to the
island.
Day 15 Dar Es Salaam to London
Heathrow. Disembark after breakfast
and transfer to the airport for our
scheduled indirect flight to London.
Day 16 London Heathrow. Arrive this
morning.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Castle

Standard		
£9495

Brochure Price

Caledonian Superior		
£9795
Promenade Premium		
£9995
Bridge

Deluxe Balcony 		
£10995

Promenade Premium Balcony		
£11295
Promenade Owners Corner Suite with balcony		
£12495
Castle

Standard for sole use		
£11495

Caledonian Superior for sole use		
£11795

Special Offer Price
£8995
£9295
£9495

The Itinerary

Day 1 Dar es Salaam to Selous. After breakfast we will disembark and
transfer to the airport for our 45-minute scheduled flight to Mtemere
Airstrip in the Selous Game Reserve. On arrival transfer to the Siwandu
Camp and this afternoon enjoy your first game experience with a boat safari
looking for hippos, crocodiles and birdlife.
Days 2 & 3 Siwandu Camp, Selous Game Reserve. Enjoy two full days in
the Reserve with included game drives each day. Maybe enjoy a full day
game viewing with a picnic lunch or a half day walking safari through the
bush with a ranger. Alternatively join another boat safari or simply relax in
your tent.
Day 4 Selous Game Reserve to Dar es Salaam to London. Enjoy breakfast
in the hotel and a final safari option before transferring to the airstrip for
your flight to Dar es Salaam where we connect with our onward scheduled
flight to London.
Day 5 London. Arrive this morning.

£10495
£10795
£11995
£10995
£11295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel

accommodation in Mauritius on a half board basis • 12 nights aboard the
MS Caledonian Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch
& dinner on board • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore excursions • Gratuities
• Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Before returning home, we are offering an extension to the Selous Game
Reserve which is home to over 1,000,000 large animals and over half of
Tanzania’s elephant population. However, one of the major attractions
must be the mighty Rufiji river, home to one of the largest crocodile
and hippo populations in Africa, swarming with fish which in turn bring
about some of the world’s best water birding. The river has also formed
several large lakes on its northern bank, navigable by boat and Siwandu
Camp is situated on one of these lakes. All safari tents at the camp are
widely spaced along the lake shore ensuring maximum privacy and
wonderful views. Each tent sits atop its own raised timber platform with
two large verandas. The spacious tents are luxuriously appointed, with
en-suite bathrooms and open air hot-water showers. The camp has its
own swimming pool, enabling guests to cool off in the heat of the day.
The dining area and bar areas are raised on viewing platforms, with large
comfortable sofas and a wildlife reference library.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £3295

Single: £4295

Price Includes: Internal flights between Dar es Salaam and Selous Game Reserve,
three nights accommodation at the Siwandu Camp on a full board basis, game
drives, transfers, gratuities, storage of main cruise luggage at hotel in
Dar es Salaam, taxes. Not Included: Travel insurance, Tanzania visa.
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Passage through the Seychelles
Island Hopping in the beautiful Seychelles aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
8th to 20th November 2020

T

he Seychelles offers the visitor a tropical beauty that is difficult, if not impossible
to match anywhere else in the world. Spread out over a vast area of the Indian
Ocean, they offer everything from quiet sophistication and enchanting scenery to
wild and uninhabited nature reserves, where the very remoteness of the islands has
protected them from the worst excesses of mankind. If ever there was a region perfect
for expedition cruising it is here and the MS Caledonian Sky is the perfect size and
equipped vessel for our voyage.

TANZANIA
Zanzibar
Dar es Salaam

SEYCHELLES

INDIAN OCEAN

Praslin, La Digue,
Aride & Curieuse

Amirante Islands

Mahe
Aldabra

Alphonse

Farquhar

Our journey will include all aspects of this extraordinary island nation from the lesser known and rarely visited Outer Seychelles where we
visit Aldabra Island Group, the world’s largest coral atoll and a World Heritage Site to the developed Inner Seychelles with staggeringly
beautiful islands such as Praslin, La Digue and Aride.
Being one of the most difficult places in the world to access and having a lack of freshwater has saved Aldabra from any tourism development
and only small vessels like the MS Caledonian Sky are allowed to visit. It is therefore a great privilege to be able to land on the untouched
beaches of Aldabra, the breeding ground for giant tortoise and home to some of the rarest birds in the Indian Ocean. To explore the abundant
crystal clear waters of the vast lagoon and to set foot on atolls which have never been exploited by the hand of man is a rare experience.

What to Expect...
Flexibility is the key to an expedition
cruise; sometimes the whole day’s
schedule will be changed to maximise
your experience, something that
would not be possible on a large
cruise ship. Each day holds something
new and below are some extracts from
the ship’s log from last season which
will provide you with an idea of what
to expect.

Cosmoledo: Today we had another
day in the Aldabra group, this time
to the island of Cosmoledo. Like the
other islands of the Aldabra group this
is an uplifted coral island. It was an
early start due to the tide times and at
07:30 the flotilla of Zodiacs made the
lengthy journey into the mouth of the
atoll, across the lagoon to the eastern
shore. Once we arrived the site was
wondrous with thousands of birds
sitting on the coral rock. They were
mostly boobies, both red footed and
masked, but there were also species
of herons, terns, noddies, frigate birds
and tropic birds. The sea was also
full of turtles. There seemed to be
hundreds darting about in the shallow
water. The Zodiacs took their time
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The Itinerary
passing up the shore, allowing plenty
of bird photos to be taken. We then
found little patches of beach to land
on and to have a small walk about or
a little swim or paddle. All the while
the tide was quickly dropping and the
beaches were becoming larger and
larger. Soon it was time to head back
to the ship and for the ship to set sail
for the Farquhar Group of islands.
Once back aboard we enjoyed lunch
and a great talk all about the biology
of coral reefs.
Aride & La Digue: The intrepid
birders set out early on Aride and
were rewarded with the sight of birds
that were totally unafraid of man,
many of them at very close range.
The birds were certainly friendly as
were the two species of skink. Whitetailed tropicbirds swooped through
the woodland and crash landed in
the shrubbery on their way to their
nests, their landing technique a stark
contrast to their grace in flight. The
fairy terns sat on their branches and
met us eye to eye. Most people got
to see the fluffy little chicks, hatched
on a bare branch and now moving
around, waiting for their feathers to
grow so that they could fly. Seychelles
fodies were everywhere! There were
many newly fledged chicks, able to
fly, but still insisting that their parents
provided them with food! The
common noddies looked down their
noses at us, while common moorhens
run around in the undergrowth, far
away from water, apart from the falling
kind, of course. They too, had chicks.
This afternoon we were back in our

trusty Zodiacs for a short ride to a
very civilised landing on a floating
pontoon inside the busy little harbour
on La Digue. Here we boarded our
camionettes, converted trucks with
seats in the back, for our tour of the
island. The more adventurous among
us boarded bicycles and headed off
to explore independently. We drove
through the little village of La Passe,
full of weaving bicycles, to the l’Union
Estate. At the estate we were shown
all the processes used in exploiting
the coconuts, from dehusking to
the copra kiln and the coconut oil
mill, powered by a very patient and
placid bull. We were also taken to
the original old plantation house.
Behind the house was the tortoise
pen, where we got to meet the giant
Aldabra tortoises that are so much
part of the image of the Seychelles.
We clambered back aboard our
camionettes for a short ride to the
beach at L’Anse Source d’Argent. The
beach is famous, much photographed
because of the dramatic contrast of
rugged granite boulders, white sand
and clear blue sea and we enjoyed a
swim before returning to the vessel.

Day 1 London to Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania. Fly by scheduled indirect
flight.
Day 2 Dar es Salaam. Arrive today
and transfer to the MS Caledonian
Sky. Enjoy welcome dinner and drinks
on board as we sail this evening.

Day 3 Zanzibar. Here the colourful
harbour, crowded with dhows, very
much sets the scene for our visit
to this Arab-style city with its long
narrow streets, bazaars, houses with
overhanging balconies and intricately
carved doorways. On a morning
walking tour, soak up the timeless
atmosphere of Stone Town including
Livingstone House, Sultan’s Palace,
the slave market and the old Fort.
The afternoon is free to relax and
explore independently or join a tour
to a spice farm to experience the
various fruits and spices cultivated
on the island. Alternatively, travel to
Jozani Forest which sustains a variety
of wildlife and birds, including the
rare red colobus monkey, indigenous
to the island.
Day 4 At Sea. Spend a relaxing day
at sea as we cross to the Seychelles.
Days 5 to 7 Aldabra Island Group,
Seychelles. We have two and a half
days to enjoy the Aldabra group of
islands and our itinerary will be in the
hands of our Expedition Leader and
Captain who will monitor the local
conditions to ensure we maximise
our time here. Whilst our itinerary
is flexible, after a morning at sea,
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Stone Town, Zanzibar

Clownfish

Wildflower

we will plan to call at the island of
Assumption, for clearance into the
Seychelles. Assumption was ruthlessly
plundered for its vast deposits of
guano in the early 20th century but
peace has returned and the wildlife
of rare birds and green turtles are
once again in abundance. Our time
here will be spent beachcombing,
on a nature walk or snorkelling.
We also hope to reach Cosmoledo
where a huge ring of twelve islands
circle a lagoon. Many of the atolls
are still to be surveyed and we will
explore some of them by Zodiac.
This is an important bird area with
all three species of booby found
in the Seychelles including the last
breeding site for the brown booby.
Also spot sooty terns and great
frigate birds. We also plan time on
Aldabra, the island referred to by
Sir Julian Huxley as “One of nature’s
treasures and should belong to the
whole world”. Aldabra is unique and
every time we call at what is believed
to be the world’s largest atoll we find
something new of interest. Sightings
have been made of the extremely
rare white throated rail and the atoll
is also home to the world’s second
largest colony of frigate birds and
to the largest crab, the coconut
crab. Whilst exploring by Zodiac it
is difficult to know in which direction
to look. The clear blue seas abound
with colourful life, the skies are alive
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with varied birdlife and ashore giant
land tortoises forage as they have
done for millions of years. We will
explore Picard Island with a short
walk to see some of the thousands
of tortoises and numerous robber
crabs. We will include as much as
possible with our time on Aldabra
making landings on South Island and
trips into the lagoon, a vast 17 mile
stretch of shallow clear water. From
our Zodiacs we can watch the everchanging undersea world and snorkel
in colourful coral waters teeming with
marine life.
Day 8 Farqhuar Islands. After a
morning at sea we will anchor off
Farquhar over lunch where we will use
our Zodiacs to explore the sparkling
lagoon of this remote atoll ringed
island of coconut and casuarina trees.
Hawksbill and green sea turtles come
to the atoll for nesting, and several
of the Farquhar Group’s islands
are Important Bird and Biodiversity
Areas. The island is a haven providing
us with a delightful afternoon of bird
watching or snorkelling.
Day 9 Alphonse Islands. There are
three islands in the Alphonse group
which is located directly south of
the Amirantes. As we approach the
islands over lunch you will understand
why they are regarded by many to be
the most beautiful of the 115 islands

in the Seychelles archipelago. On the
main island the circular lagoon offers
good snorkelling and there are a
number of tracks across the island to
enjoy island walks.

Spread out over
a vast area of the
Indian Ocean,
the Seychelles
offers everything
from quiet
sophistication
and enchanting
scenery to wild
and uninhabited
nature reserves,
where the very
remoteness of
the islands has
protected them
from the worst
excesses of
mankind.

Day 10 Amirante Islands. This
morning we arrive at the 28 islands
in the Amirante Group of islands
which were discovered by Vasco de
Gama in 1501 and are, considered
to be, some of the most pristine and
untouched islands in the world. If
conditions permit we will spend the
day on Desroches, the largest of the
islands, although still only measuring
six kilometres by 1.5 kilometres. Enjoy
nature walks with our naturalists
and the island’s conservation team
observing the flora and fauna and
in particular the giant tortoises and
nesting turtles. Meanwhile keen
snorkellers will have the chance to
swim over the outlying coral.
Day 11 Aride & Curieuse. Early this
morning we will anchor off Aride,
one of the finest and most important
seabird islands in the Indian Ocean.
Over one million seabirds breed
on the island including tropical
shearwater, lesser noddy, frigatebirds
and roseate tern and also five
species unique to the Seychelles
such as the Seychelles warbler and
Seychelles magpie robin. The island
is largely covered in native woodland,
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Pre-Cruise Selous Safari Extension

4th to 9th November 2020

Hippo

Giant tortoise

Exploring by Zodiac

including the endemic wright’s
gardenia, a shrub with beautifully
scented flowers found nowhere
else in the world. Sail over lunch to
Curieuse, a rugged island which was
once home to a leper colony and now
houses an eco-museum and visitor
centre. The island is an important
nesting site for hawksbill turtles and
boasts endemic vine and mangroves
which we explore on an island walk.
Day 12 Praslin & La Digue. From our
overnight anchorage we will land on
Praslin to explore the ‘Vallee de Mai’,
the last remnant of the original high
canopied Seychelles palm forest and
home to the coco de mer. We will
walk its paths looking out for the rare

Fairy tern

black parrot and enjoying its natural
beauty. Return to the ship for lunch as
we sail the short distance to La Digue
where huge granite boulders that lie
like giant sculptures on the brilliant
white beaches of the island. Tour
the forested nature reserve and the
L’Union Estate, a superbly restored
19th century colonial house. Rent a
bicycle, relax or swim from one of the
beaches. Tonight we will sail to Mahe
where we moor overnight.
Day 13 Mahe to London. Disembark
this morning and transfer to the
airport for our scheduled indirect
flight to London. Arrive this evening.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck
Castle

Suite Category

Brochure Price

Standard		
£9495

Caledonian Superior		
£9795
Promenade Premium		
£9995
Bridge

Deluxe Balcony 		
£10995

Promenade Premium Balcony		
£11295
Promenade Owners Corner Suite with balcony		
£12495
Castle

Standard for sole use		
£11495

Caledonian Superior for sole use		
£11795

Special Offer Price
£8995
£9295

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Dar es Salaam. Fly by scheduled indirect flight.
Day 2 Dar es Salaam. Arrive today and transfer to the Hyatt Hotel (or similar)
for an overnight stay.
Day 3 Dar es Salaam to Selous. After breakfast we transfer to the airport
for our 45 minute scheduled flight to Mtemere Airstrip in the Selous Game
reserve. On arrival transfer to the Siwandu Camp and this afternoon enjoy
your first wildlife experience with a boat safari on the Rufiji River, or on a
nearby lake, looking for hippos, crocodiles and birdlife. This evening enjoy
dinner at the camp.
Days 4 & 5 Siwandu Camp, Selous Game Reserve. Enjoy two full days in the
Reserve with included game drives each day. Maybe enjoy a full day game
viewing in Selous Game Reserve with a picnic lunch or a half day walking
safari through the bush with a ranger. Alternatively join another boat safari or
simply relax in your tent. In the evening enjoy a delicious dinner at the camp.
Day 6 Selous Game Reserve to Dar es Salaam. Enjoy breakfast in the hotel
and a final safari option before transferring to the airstrip for your flight to Dar
es Salaam where we transfer to MS Caledonian Sky.

£9495
£10495
£10795
£11995
£10995
£11295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 11 nights aboard the

MS Caledonian Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch &
dinner on board • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore excursions • Gratuities
• Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.
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Before joining the MS Caledonian Sky we are offering an extension to the
Selous Game Reserve which is home to over 1,000,000 large animals and
over half of Tanzania’s elephant population. However, one of the major
attractions must be the mighty Rufiji river, home to one of the largest
crocodile and hippo populations in Africa, swarming with fish which in
turn bring about some of the world’s best water birding. The river has also
formed several large lakes on its northern bank, navigable by boat and
Siwandu Camp is situated on one of these lakes. All safari tents at the
camp are widely spaced along the lake shore ensuring maximum privacy
and wonderful views. Each tent sits atop its own raised timber platform
with two large verandas. The spacious tents are luxuriously appointed,
with en-suite bathrooms and open air hot-water showers. The camp has
its own swimming pool, enabling guests to cool off in the heat of the day.
The dining area and bar areas are raised on viewing platforms, with large
comfortable sofas and a wildlife reference library.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £3295

Single: £4295

Price Includes: Overnight hotel accommodation in Dar es Salaam with breakfast,
three nights accommodation at Siwandu Camp on a full board basis, internal
flights between Dar es Salaam and Selous Game Reserve, transfers, gratuities,
taxes, storage of main cruise luggage at hotel in Dar es Salaam.
Not Included: Travel insurance, Tanzania visa.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

La Digue

+44 (0)20 7752 0000
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In the Wake of Shackleton
An expedition discovering the wonders of the Falkland Islands,
South Georgia & Antarctica aboard the MS Island Sky
14th November to 6th December 2020

I

n today’s highly accessible world there are few places that still hold the power to
enthral and enchant. Antarctica is certainly one of these. Mere words cannot do justice
to the awe-inspiring spectacle of this most southern of continents, this desert of ice
which is so unique and uncommon to man’s experience, that even the most dramatic of
photographs pale into insignificance when one is confronted by the sheer magnitude,
beauty and wonder of the landscape.
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Please note that flexibility is key to a
successful expedition in Antarctica.
Although we have outlined an itinerary
below, this is only a preliminary plan,
our exact route will depend on ice,
weather conditions and the wildlife we
encounter.
Day 1 London to Buenos Aires,
Argentina. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Buenos Aires. Arrive this
morning and transfer to our centrally
located hotel for an overnight stay.
This afternoon is free to relax in the
hotel or maybe join an orientation
tour of the city including the Plaza
de Mayo, the Cathedral and the
Cabildo (Old City Hall) before we
continue towards the most traditional
neighbourhood of Buenos Aires, San
Telmo which is characterised by its old
colonial houses and the cobblestone
streets. End the tour in La Boca to
look around the colourful zinc houses
which used to be the refuge and home
for the first immigrants and popular
artists. The evening is at leisure.
Day 3 Buenos Aires to Ushuaia. After
breakfast in the hotel we will transfer
to the airport for our scheduled flight
to Ushuaia. On arrival, transfer to
the MS Island Sky and our adventure
begins this evening as we cruise down
the Beagle Channel.
Day 4 At sea. Among the wildlife
spotting opportunities as we sail
across the ocean are albatrosses,
prions and petrels that frequently
follow the ship. Our expedition team
will be out on deck looking for whales
and dolphins that may also be seen
in the area. During our day at sea
our onboard experts will begin their
presentations with informative and
entertaining talks on the wildlife,
history and geology of the Falkland
Islands and Southern Ocean.
Days 5 & 6 Falkland Islands. The
Falkland Islands are isolated,
windswept and a haven for wildlife.
We hope to land on New Island,
the westernmost island with one
inhabitant and 40 species of
breeding sea birds including rock
hopper penguins. Weather and wind
conditions allowing, we may also land
on Steeple Jason, the north western
outpost with the world’s largest colony
of black browed albatross, or another
nearby island. We also plan to call to
Port Stanley, the charming capital of
the Falklands and discover some of
the historic sites there.
Days 7 & 8 The Southern Ocean.
As we cruise towards South Georgia
the richness of these waters will be
evident in the marine mammal life,
especially the fur seals on fishing

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

MS Island Sky – In the Wake of Shackleton

The Itinerary

Exploring by Zodiac

forays. We have a good chance of
spotting whales such as fins and
minkies whilst the birds circling our
stern will be outstanding, especially
the large albatrosses and numerous
breeds of petrels.
Days 9 to 11 South Georgia. We have
three days of expedition cruising in
and around South Georgia, a paradise
island with snow-clad mountain peaks
rising 9000 feet and with 165 glaciers
tumbling down towards the sea. We
arrive early in the season when parts
of the island are still covered by a thin
layer of snow. For anyone interested
in wildlife, South Georgia is a true
oasis. The beaches will be covered
by elephant seal bulls and females
with feeding pups. They share the
beach with a myriad of nesting king
penguins. Most of the other sea birds
will have arrived and started to nest.
This is also the time when the great
arrival of the fur seals starts. Millions of
fur seals will, over a few weeks, return
to the beaches to breed. During our
time here we hope to visit Salisbury
Plain where we will find enormous
elephant seals which crowd the
beaches alongside thousands of pairs
of king penguins and whilst in Fortuna
Bay we will see nesting light mantled
sooty albatrosses and hope to witness
their gracious courting flights. A few
thousand king penguins nest here.
Meanwhile in Grytviken we will visit the
old whaling station and of course pay
our respect at the grave of ‘the boss’ –
Ernest Shackleton.
Days 12 & 13 At sea. The waters
between South Georgia and the
Antarctic Peninsula are rich with fin
whales, where in good conditions we
have seen as many as a hundred in a
day. If not whale-watching, lookout
for Antarctic petrel, Kerguelen petrel
and one of the most beautiful birds of
the Southern Ocean, the snow petrel.
The icebergs will also become more
plentiful as we sail south. Alternatively
join the lecture programme as we
learn more about the wildlife and
history of the region.

Elephant seals

Shackleton’s Grave, Grytviken

Macaroni penguin

Albatross
Whale surfacing

Days 14 to 18 Antarctic Peninsula
& South Shetland Islands. We have
five days of exploration around the
Peninsula and South Shetland Islands
which will include many of the best
places for wildlife and magnificent
scenery. Whilst we arrive with a
planned itinerary the final schedule
will be determined by our Captain
and the Expedition Leader based
on sea, weather and ice conditions.
Using our Zodiacs we hope to make
daily landings or enjoy Zodiac cruises
for unique close encounters with
animals such as adelie and gentoo
penguins, fur seals and petrels.
Watch avidly on deck as we approach
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Pre-Cruise Iguazu Falls Extension

King penguin colony, South Georgia

11th to 15th November 2020

Before joining our group in
Buenos Aires, we are offering the
opportunity to visit the Iguazu
Falls, one of the most dramatic
waterfalls in the world.
Iguazu Falls

The Itinerary

land or sail though breathtaking
channels surrounded by lofty peaks
looking down on ice-strewn waters
where resting crab-eater or leopard
can be spotted. En-route South we
plan to see Elephant Island with its
rocky and inhospitable shore where
Shackleton’s crew famously survived.
We hope to sail past the collapsed
volcanic cone of Deception Island
for a chance to visit Whalers Bay,
Petermann Island, home to numbers
of Adelie penguins, picturesque
Neko Harbour, the Lemaire Channel
where towering icebergs rise from
the sea and Half Moon Island with its
rookery of chinstrap penguins. We
will also endeavour to sail through
the breathtaking Antarctic Sound,
also known as ‘iceberg alley’, where
massive icebergs drift north from the
continent.
Days 19 & 20 Drake Passage. A
final two days to relax on board
and reminisce with your fellow
travellers about all you have seen and

experienced during our expedition.
Enjoy a lecture, look for wildlife or
simply relax as we make our way
across the Drake Passage toward
Ushuaia. Named after the 16th
century English seaman, Sir Francis
Drake, Drake Passage separates the
southernmost tip of South America
from Antarctica. This is a particularly
good area to spot royal albatross and
blue petrel and we will also be on the
lookout for pods of sperm whales.
Day 21 Ushuaia to Buenos Aires.
Disembark after breakfast and transfer
to the airport for our scheduled flight
to Buenos Aires. On arrival transfer
to our hotel for an overnight stay.
The evening is free for independent
arrangements.

Day 23 London. Arrive this morning.

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Suite Category

Magellan

Standard

Columbus

Superior

Marco Polo

Premium

Marco Polo

Corner

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

Explorer

Owner’s Balcony Suites

Explorer

Island Suite

Magellan

Standard for sole use

Columbus

Superior for sole use

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

xTwin: £2095

Single: £2695

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight hotel
accommodation in Buenos Aires and two nights hotel accommodation in Iguazu
Falls with breakfast daily, lunch and dinner on days 3 & 4, guided tours at the
Iguazu Falls, transfers, airport taxes. Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.

Post-Cruise Tierra Del Fuego Extension

4th to 8th December 2020

Day 22 Buenos Aires to London. After
breakfast in the hotel we will transfer
to the airport for our scheduled flight
to London.

PRICES PER PERSON

Deck

Day 1 London to Buenos Aires, Argentina. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Buenos Aires. Arrive this morning and transfer to our hotel for an
overnight stay. Remainder of day at leisure.
Day 3 Buenos Aires to Iguazu Falls. After breakfast in the hotel transfer to the
airport for our scheduled flight to Iguazu Falls. On arrival check in to the hotel
and this afternoon enjoy a guided tour of the falls. Today we will explore the
Brazilian side of the falls walking through the tropical rainforest.
Day 4 Iguazu Falls. Enjoy a full day at the Iguazu Falls on a series of guided
walks seeing the upper and lower circuits and also the triple frontier, the
meeting point of Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay. Highlights today include the
80 metre fall “Garganta del Diablo” (Devil’s Throat).
Day 5 Iguazu Falls to Buenos Aires. Return to the airport this morning and join
our scheduled flight to Buenos Aires. On arrival transfer to the hotel and join
our fellow travellers (follow main itinerary from day 2).

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

£12495

£11995

£13495
£14395
£14995
£16795
£17995
£19495
£16495
£18495

£12995
£13895
£14495
£16295

Ushuaia

The Itinerary

Enjoy the opportunity to explore
Tierra del Fuego, ‘Land of Fire’ - so
called by the early explorers as they
saw the smoke rising from the small
fires burning on the canoes of the
indigenous Yaghan Indians.

Day 1 Ushuaia, Argentina. Disembark and discover Tierra del Fuego National
Park on the shores of the Beagle Channel before checking into our hotel (Los
Cauquenes or similar) for a two night stay.
Day 2 Ushuaia. After breakfast at the hotel, enjoy a day at leisure. Maybe
explore the small museums in town showcasing the fascinating history of the
area or take a cruise along the Beagle Channel to visit the remote Estancia
Harberton.
Day 3 Ushuaia to Buenos Aires. Transfer to the airport and fly by scheduled
flight to Buenos Aires where we check into our hotel for an overnight stay.
Day 4 Buenos Aires to London. After breakfast in the hotel we will transfer to
the airport for our scheduled flight to London.
Day 5 London. Arrive this morning.

£17495
£18995
£15995
£17995

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel for international flights
• Two nights hotel accommodation with breakfast in Buenos Aires • City tour in
Buenos Aires • 18 nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a full board basis • House
wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia
expedition team • Gratuities • Transfers • Use of parka jacket & rubber boots aboard
the MS Island Sky • Port taxes.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £795 Single: £1195
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Ushuaia with breakfast,
(overnight accommodation in Buenos Aires as per inclusion of main itinerary),
lunch and dinner on days 1 & 2, excursion to Tierra del Fuego National Park,
transfers, airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.

Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.
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Penguin crossing the ice

MS Island Sky – Across the Top of Australia
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MS ISLAND SKY – MS HEBRIDEAN SKY – MS CALEDONIAN SKY

2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk
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Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request.

Voyages aboard

MS ISLAND SKY
MS HEBRIDEAN SKY
MS CALEDONIAN SKY
2019 & 2020

