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Small Ship Cruising  
aboard the MS Serenissima
The following pages will introduce you to the series of cruises which the MS Serenissima will undertake in 2020 
which will be our seventh year chartering the vessel in her current guise although our association with her dates 
back many years. Having the MS Serenissima on long term charter allows us to have full control over her schedule 
and we have devised a fascinating sequence of cruises including voyages through the Aegean, expeditions in 
Iceland, cruises around the Baltic and circumnavigations of Sicily to name just a few. Our itineraries have been 
carefully designed to combine some ‘must-see’ sites together with some smaller places that are totally unsuitable 
for vessels larger than ours. Owing to her size, the MS Serenissima is able to moor centrally in many ports and 
therefore in addition to our included shore excursions, we have planned in some time at leisure for individual 
exploration whenever possible. 

For those not familiar with the MS Serenissima, it is worth noting that she breaks all the rules of modern cruise 
development. Accommodating just 95 passengers, she is the perfect size for the in-depth itineraries we operate and 
will appeal to those who prefer the informal atmosphere of a smaller vessel. As soon as you board, it is evident that 
much love and energy has been spent on the vessel. Both public lounges were upgraded in December 2018 and all 
cabins will be refurbished in December 2019. 

The MS Serenissima has built up quite a following amongst our regular travellers who appreciate her relaxed 
ambience, interesting itineraries and unique charm. The friendly, attentive crew together with our knowledgeable 
onboard team and the Captain and Officers, do their utmost to make each day a rewarding experience. In addition, 
our Guest Speakers will add to your enjoyment with their informative talks and, whilst exploring ashore, our local 
guides will provide insider knowledge into the culture, architecture and history. 
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NOBLE CALEDONIA CHARITABLE TRUST
During our worldwide explorations over the years, we have come across many situations where help is desperately 
needed, be it following a natural disaster, civil unrest, abject poverty or to save an endangered species. To this end we 
established the Noble Caledonia Charitable Trust in 2013 (NCCT). It is our vision to use the Noble Caledonia framework 
to improve economic, social and environmental conditions in the areas we work and visit. Our onboard teams are 
uniquely positioned to identify projects and lead fundraising initiatives, whilst many of our guests genuinely care about 

the people and places we visit and want to make a difference. 100% of all donations go directly to the beneficiaries as Noble Caledonia 
Ltd covers all the administration costs and donates a percentage of profits annually. Details of our projects can be found on our website 
www.noble-caledonia.co.uk



MS Serenissima

Your Cabin/Suite 
Accommodating no more than 95 passengers, there are eight 
different grades of cabin arranged over five decks, and all feature 
either windows or portholes. Cabins for double occupancy range 
in size from 10 to 25 square metres. The cabins are attractively 
designed for comfort and convenience and all cabins are fully air 
conditioned with an en-suite bathroom with shower (please note 
cabins 601 – 605 and 507 have a bath with shower attachment) 
and a selection of toiletries in addition to a hairdryer, telephone, 
robes and slippers, safety deposit box and other thoughtful 
appointments. All cabins feature a flat screen television on which 
the lectures are relayed live should you wish to listen to them 
from the comfort of your cabin. Bottles of still and sparkling water 
are replenished daily. Due to the very nature of the ship, no two 
cabins are the same and cabins vary in shape and size, adding 
to the vessel’s overall charm. Cabins are due to be refurbished in 
December 2019 but will retain their unique style.

The charming MS Serenissima began her career as the Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. 
Extensively renovated in 2003 she was rechristened MS Andrea and began her life as a classic cruise ship, 
and was chartered by Noble Caledonia for a number of years. In spring 2012 MS Andrea was purchased by 
our longstanding associates Volga Dream and renamed the MS Serenissima. After a thorough renovation and 
upgrading, the charming MS Serenissima commenced cruise operations in April 2013 and we have chartered 
her for the majority of each year since knowing her to be perfect for small ship cruising. With her small size she 
can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships and appears an impressive sight when 
moored. With her fleet of Zodiacs she is capable of both destination and expedition cruising.
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Harald Jarl Lounge

Restaurant

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant accommodates all guests in 
one sitting and, with its Deck 5 location, all of the tables benefit 
from great views. The picture windows also make the restaurant 
wonderfully light and airy. Breakfast is served buffet-style with cooked 
dishes available and eggs to order by the ship’s accomplished chef. 
Lunch is also served buffet-style with hot and cold dishes available. 
Dinner is served a la carte and is four courses, except at the Captain’s 
Dinner, which is a six course affair. Where possible, local produce is 
sourced for an authentic dining experience. A choice of red or white 
wine, beer, soft drinks, and water is included at lunch and dinner. In 
good weather there are al fresco dining facilities available and tea 
and coffee are available around the clock in the Andrea Lounge. In 
keeping with the relaxed atmosphere on board, when dining you are 
able to choose your seating arrangements at your leisure and dress 
is informal except for the Captain’s Dinner for which you may wish to 
dress in smarter attire.

Your Space 
The facilities on board include two lounges – the larger 
Andrea Lounge is comfortable and spacious and the smaller 
Harald Jarl Lounge is more intimate. There is also a small 
library and Wi-Fi is available at an extra cost throughout the 
vessel. The outside areas really are something special. A 
spacious observation deck allows 360 degree views of the 
passing scenery. From here, step down to the lido area with 
Jacuzzi and outside bar. The covered seating area at the back 
of Deck 6 is ideal for relaxing with a drink in hand. Perhaps, 
one of the best known and loved features of this vessel is its 
unique style. During the major refit in Sweden the then owners 
commissioned Swedish interior designers to create a Gustavian 
style interior. This bright Swedish 18th century influenced, 
country house style works particularly well on a vessel of this 
vintage, providing intimacy and a classic nautical sensibility 
often lacking in larger vessels.

Friendly staff
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Andrea Lounge

Lido Deck

Life On Board
If large resort-style vessels accommodating many thousands of 
passengers are your ideal, then the MS Serenissima is not the 
vessel for you as you will not find endless entertainment, round the 
clock buffets and the people management which is so much a part 
of today’s big ship on board style. However, if like us, you prefer 
a more peaceful life at sea you will find the MS Serenissima the 
ideal vessel. The MS Serenissima is more akin to a country hotel 
than one of the large ships trawling the seas today. The Captain, 
Officers and crew offer a first class service and have been selected 
for their professionalism and caring attitudes. The atmosphere on 
board is warm and welcoming, and the emphasis is on well-thought 
out itineraries, relaxation, time spent with like-minded passengers 
and discovery. A little music in the lounge after dinner, Guest 
Speakers and informative port briefings from our Cruise Director 
and of course, good food with wine included at lunch and dinner, 
all contribute to make a voyage aboard the MS Serenissima a 
memorable and joyful experience. 

For your Comfort, Safety and Security
There are so few ships of this generation still cruising and  
MS Serenissima is a great testament to her present and previous 
owners that they have seen fit to invest considerable sums over 
the years to keep her in top form and complying with health and 
safety requirements. There is a Doctor on board and a lift. During 
your voyage you will have the opportunity to visit the Captain and 
Officers on the bridge to check the vessel’s progress by charts and 
learn more about your journey and whenever possible a tour to see 
the unique engine room is offered.

Serenissima Suite 

Throughout this brochure, you will see an expedition 
logo next to some of the cruise names which 
indicates the cruise is classified as an expedition 
cruise. During expedition cruises, you will be visiting 
out of the way destinations and will be accompanied 

by an expedition team. Landings and excursions will be made by 
Zodiac landing craft. Expedition cruises will appeal to the more 
adventurous and those who enjoy the natural world. 
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DELUXE STATEROOM
(15 to 25 square metres)

SUPERIOR STATEROOM
(11.5 to 18 square metres)

STANDARD STATEROOM
(10 to 11.5 square metres)

STANDARD SINGLE
(7 to 12.5 square metres)

NB. Please note cabin sizes vary in each category and measurements 
shown are approximate.

OWNER’S SUITE
(22 square metres)

JUNIOR SUITE
(21 square metres)

CLASSIC STATEROOM
(14 to 19 square metres)

SERENISSIMA SUITE
(25 square metres)
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Rt Revd Graham James 
The Rt Revd Graham James became 
Bishop of Norwich in 1999. He entered the 
House of Lords in 2004. Among his national 
responsibilities in the Church of England he 
was lead bishop on media issues for a long 
period, and has served on the Lords Select 

Committee on Communications. He has been a frequent presenter 
of Radio 4’s “Thought for the Day”. Earlier in his career he travelled 
widely when serving at Lambeth Palace, and has lectured on cruises 
for the past 20 years. His recent books “The Lent Factor” and “A 
Place for God” reflect the range of his interests and travels. One of 
his earliest publications was about Paul’s understanding of Christ  
and the character of his human nature. 

Jeremy Paterson
Jeremy Paterson studied Classics and 
Ancient History at Oxford, where he was also 
President of the University Archaeological 
Society.  Subsequently he was Craven 
Research Fellow at The British School 
at Rome, where he studied the ancient 

Roman wine trade. For most of his career he taught Ancient 
History at Newcastle University, where he was also Dean of Arts 
and chaired the University Teaching Committee. For many years he 
chaired the Primary Latin Project, ‘Minimus’, which is successfully 
introducing Latin into primary schools. His research interests 
include economic history, the ancient wine trade, Cicero, the court 
of the Roman emperor, the nature of power in the ancient world, 
and early Christianity. He has travelled extensively throughout the 
Mediterranean and Europe, and is a very experienced lecturer on 
cruises and on land-based tours. 

Dr Steve Kershaw
Dr Steve Kershaw is a tutor in Classics for 
Oxford University Department for Continuing 
Education, an accredited lecturer for The 
Arts Society (ex-NADFAS), and lectures 
for the Victoria and Albert Museum’s Early 
Medieval: 300-1250 and The Classical World 

and Classical Revivals courses. His publications include The Penguin 
Dictionary of Classical Mythology, A Brief Guide to the Greek Myths, 
A Brief Guide to Classical Civilization, A Brief History of the Roman 
Empire, and A Brief History of Atlantis: Plato’s Ideal State. He is the 
author and tutor for Oxford University’s online courses in Greek 
Mythology and The Fall of Rome. In 2016 he appeared as an Expert 
Contributor to The History Channel’s ‘Barbarians Rising’ series, and 
he has travelled widely in the world of the Greeks and Romans, both 
physically and intellectually. 

George Hart
After graduating with degrees in Classics and in 
Egyptian Art and Archaeology from University 
College London, George Hart joined the staff 
of the British Museum. His career involved 
lecturing on Ancient Egypt, the Levant and the 
Bronze-age and Classical civilisations of the 

Mediterranean world. His interests include the spread of Phoenician 
and Greek colonies, especially in Sicily and the Western Mediterranean. 
He has accompanied tours to many archaeological sites around the 
Mediterranean and North Africa. He is also an accredited lecturer for 
The Arts Society. He took early retirement from the British Museum to 
devote more time to writing and travelling. 

Rosemary Legrand
Rosemary is a former nursery owner and 
daughter of the late George Hyde, who was 
a hybridist of azaleas and rhododendrons. 
Many of his award winning hybrid plants can 
be seen at the Royal Horticultural Society’s 
gardens at Wisley, Surrey, the de Rothschild 

rhododendron gardens at Exbury, Hampshire, and the National Trust 
Gardens at Kingston Lacy in Dorset. Rosemary had the honour of 
presenting HM The Queen with a collection of her late father’s azaleas 
named after the Queen’s former Head Gardener, Fred Nutbeam, at 
Chelsea Flower Show in 1996. She has travelled extensively to gardens 
in many parts of the world and is an experienced public speaker. She 
is on RHS Speakers Register and also speaks for NADFAS; she wrote 
a number of contributions for the book, ‘1001 Gardens you must 
see before you die’ and an article for the Royal Horticultural Society 
‘Rhododendron, Camellia and Magnolia 2014 Year Book’.

Major Gordon Corrigan MBE
Gordon Corrigan spent most of his adult 
life as an officer of the Royal Gurkha Rifles, 
serving mainly in the Far East but also in 
Cyprus, Berlin, Northern Ireland and Belize. 
He is now a military historian and the author 
of a number of books on subjects ranging 

from the Hundred Years War to the Peninsula War to the First and 
Second World Wars. To date he has been the presenter of five TV 
series dealing with various aspects of military history, in addition to 
regular appearances in documentaries. He conducts military history 
study tours in Europe, India, Pakistan, Nepal, Turkey and North 
Africa and is a regular speaker on Noble Caledonia cruises. He is 
an Honorary Research Fellow of the Universities of Birmingham and 
Kent, a Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society, a Member of the British 
Commission for Military History, and a Liveryman of the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers.  

Your Onboard Team & Guest Speakers
On all our voyages you will find informative staff on board and whilst 
exploring ashore you will be accompanied by excellent English-speaking 
local guides. Working with the Captain and crew, our cruise staff are 
responsible for the day to day organisation of the itinerary and briefings and 
they are in regular contact with the Noble Caledonia office. We have the very 
best in their field and they are joined by Guest Speakers who are chosen for 
their in-depth knowledge of a specific subject or geographical area. Briefings 
by the cruise staff and informal talks by our Guest Speakers add an extra 
dimension to all we see and do. Below are just some of the excellent  
Guest Speakers we have lined up to join our voyages 2020. Ancient Olympia, Greece
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Imogen Corrigan
Imogen served for nearly twenty years in the 
British army, retiring in the rank of Major at the 
end of 1994. She then went to the University of 
Kent to study Anglo-Saxon and Medieval history 
and art, graduating with 1st Class Honours. She 
became a freelance lecturer, running study tours 

for several travel companies and lecturing for the Arts Society and Noble 
Caledonia. She has a wide range of lecture subjects encompassing most 
of Europe from the west of Ireland to Istanbul, and from North Cape to 
Morocco, covering 1,000 years of history. Imogen is always interested in 
ideas, artistic techniques and motifs travelling and especially in trying to 
understand the mind-set of the people who lived at that time. Her first 
book: Stone on Stone: the Men who built the Cathedrals is due to be 
published in 2019.

Ragnar Hauksson
Ragnar is a native of Iceland. He graduated from 
the University of Iceland in 1981 with Icelandic 
studies as his main subject and German as 
by-subject. He speaks English, German and the 
Scandinavian languages fluently in addition to 
his mother tongue of Icelandic. Since graduating 

from the Iceland Tourist School 1988, Ragnar has had extensive 
experience as a guide leading tours of various natures throughout his 
homeland. Over the past twenty five years, he has been to almost every 
corner of his country and is intimately familiar with the sights, sounds, 
colours, and smells of Iceland. He is equally able to appreciate the ample 
bird life, admire the variety of plants species, and marvel at the volcanic 
craters and geothermal activity that is so unique to Iceland. He has also 
taken part in a number of voyages on expedition cruise ships in the 
North Atlantic and Arctic over the past fifteen years. In addition to his 
guiding work, Ragnar works as a freelance translator of books and articles 
into Icelandic. In his discussions, Ragnar has the ability to intertwine the 
history and the folk and fairy tales of the North Atlantic nations together 
with everyday life of modern societies in those countries.

Louise Schofield 
Louise Schofield, recently appointed Visiting 
Professor of Archaeology at the American 
University of Rome, is an archaeologist 
specialising in the ancient cultures of the 
Mediterranean world. Formerly Curator 
of Greek Bronze Age and Geometric 

Antiquities at the British Museum, her book The Mycenaeans was 
co-published by the British Museum and the Getty Museum in 2007 
and she made a television programme on the Trojan War with the 
BBC Horizon team. Leaving the British Museum in the year 2000, 
she now works on large-scale archaeological projects - including (for 
seven years) at Butrint (Albania). The statue of a Roman Emperor 
that she found in her trench there in 2005 now has pride of place in 
the museum at the site.

Neil Horrocks – Cruise Director 
For many of the voyages featured in this 
brochure, Neil Horrocks will be on board as 
Cruise Director. Neil has been at sea full-time 
since 2001, a year after he graduated in Pure 
Maths from the University of Manchester. 
Working his way up through the cruise 

industry led him to experience everywhere from the Arctic to 
Antarctica. He developed a passion for small ship cruising and was 
delighted to lead his first Noble Caledonia cruise in January 2014. 
Now full-time with Noble Caledonia, he has experience of ocean 
and river cruising, and enjoys the variety of cruises and expeditions 
that Noble Caledonia offer. Equally adept at destination cruising or 
Zodiac landings, Neil is very much an all-rounder, as well as being 
an accomplished pianist with a keen sense of humour and eye for 
detail. When not at sea, Neil lives in the southeast corner of England 
and tries to enjoy following the misfortunes of his football team, 
Brighton & Hove Albion, and is an active volunteer on the much-
loved Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway.

Bodnant Garden, Wales, with Rosemary Legrand
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PAGES 32-35

Britain & Ireland in Bloom
A springtime voyage visiting the gardens of 
England, Scotland, Ireland & Wales with  
Guest Speaker Rosemary Legrand  
18th to 28th May 2020

PAGES 22-25

Passage from the  
Peloponnese to Sicily
Discover the wonders of the Ancient World on a 
voyage from Athens to Malta with Guest Speaker 
Dr Steve Kershaw
15th to 26th April 2020

PAGES 14-17 PAGES 18-21

In the Footsteps of St Paul 
A voyage through the Aegean & Mediterranean 
with Guest Speaker the Rt Revd Graham James  
25th March to 5th April 2020

From the Turquoise Coast 
to the Aegean Islands 
 A voyage from Larnaca to Athens with  
Guest Speaker Jeremy Paterson
5th to 15th April 2020

PAGES 26-29 PAGES 30-31

Lost Empires of the 
Mediterranean
A springtime voyage from Malta to Lisbon  
with Guest Speaker George Hart 
26th April to 7th May 2020

Spring in the Isles
A voyage to Lundy Island, the Isles of Scilly  
& the Channel Islands
10th to 18th May 2020

Contents
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PAGES 54-57

Glories of Sicily 
A circumnavigation of Sicily  
15th to 23rd September 2020 with Guest Speaker 
Dr Steve Kershaw & 23rd September to  
1st October 2020 with Guest Speaker George Hart

PAGES 44-47

Epic Iceland
An exploration of Iceland, the Faroe Islands  
and the Scottish Isles with Guest Speaker  
Ragnar Hauksson
1st to 13th July 2020

PAGES 48-49 PAGES 50-53

Hidden Baltic &  
Scandinavia
A voyage from Aberdeen to Stockholm with 
Guest Speakers Major JGH Corrigan &  
Imogen Corrigan 
13th to 28th July 2020

Summer in the Baltic
A voyage to the cities & islands of the Baltic 
from Stockholm to Aberdeen with Guest Speaker 
Dr Michael Jones  
28th July to 12th August 2020

PAGES 58-61 PAGES 62-65 PAGES 66-69

Wonders of the Ancient 
World
A voyage from Malta to Athens with Guest 
Speaker Louise Schofield
1st to 10th October 2020

Sicily & the Barbary Coast Morocco, Madeira &  
the Canary IslandsDiscover the Roman sites of Sicily  

& North Africa  
20th to 30th October 2020 

A voyage from Casablanca to Tenerife  
30th October to 10th November 2020

PAGES 36-39 PAGES 40-43

Atlantic Island Odyssey
Explore the Hebrides & the Orkney, Shetland  
& Faroe Islands
7th to 19th June 2020

Passage North 
A voyage from Scotland to Iceland including  
the Faroe Islands with Guest Speaker  
Ragnar Hauksson 
19th June to 1st July 2020
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TheVoyages
Having the MS Serenissima on long term charter allows us to have 
full control over her schedule and we have devised a fascinating 
sequence of cruises including voyages through the Aegean, 
expeditions in Iceland, cruises around the British Isles and the Baltic 
and circumnavigations of Sicily to name just a few. Our itineraries 
have been carefully designed to combine some ‘must-see’ sites 
together with some smaller places that are totally unsuitable for 
vessels larger than ours. We hope you find something of interest.
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Tresco, Scilly Isles
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In the Footsteps of St Paul 
A voyage through the Aegean & Mediterranean aboard the MS Serenissima  
with Guest Speaker, the Rt Revd Graham James 
25th March to 5th April 2020

It is sometimes said that if it was not for St Paul there would have been 
no Christianity. It was through his missionary journeys, from about 44 

AD to 60 AD that the Christian message was spread to the Gentile world. 
St Paul made three journeys from Antioch across the Eastern 
Mediterranean and Anatolia, now modern day Turkey, to Thrace and 
finally onto Rome. In the process he founded some of the earliest 
Christian churches.

St Paul was born in Tarsus, around 5 AD, a time when the Eastern 
Mediterranean was under Roman Rule. In 33 AD, on his way to Damascus in 
Syria he had a religious experience, or revelation, which he believed to be of the 
resurrected Christ. From this moment on he became a Christian and was later known as Paul rather than Saul, his 
Hebrew name. The life of St Paul and the early Church was set within the context of the Roman Empire, which in turn 
succeeded the ancient Greek Empire. During our visits to the ancient sites we will see evidence of Greek, Roman and 
also Byzantine history and culture. The Ottomans followed the Byzantines and ever since the region has been 
predominantly Muslim.

During this cruise and from the comfort of the MS Serenissima we will have an opportunity to follow in the 
footsteps of St Paul, visiting Patmos, Perge and his birthplace, Tarsus. We will also visit Ephesus, which at the 
time of St Paul was second only to Rome in size and importance. During St Paul’s three-year stay in Ephesus he 
frequently preached on the steps of the Library, and whilst in Ephesus he wrote four letters, or Epistles; to the 
Galatians, Corinthians, Philemon and Philippians. We also visit the island of Patmos where St John the Divine 
wrote the Book of Revelation to the Seven Churches of Asia, some of which we will be visiting.

Our journey takes us through an area steeped in history; a history of great empires, of conquest and of conflict and 
a history rich in cultural and religious diversity. It is an area that can lay claim to the foundation of the early 
Christian Church; a place where not only churches were built but where Christian doctrine was first formulated at 
the great Ecumenical Councils of Nicaea, Constantinople and Ephesus. While many of these early churches no 
longer exist, the sense of place remains and the legacy of St Paul lives on.
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In the Footsteps of St Paul

The Itinerary

Our journey takes 
us through an area 
steeped in history; 
a history of great 
empires, of conquest 
and of conflict and
a history rich 
in cultural and 
religious diversity.

Temple of Trajan, Pergamon

Day 1 London to Istanbul, Turkey. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima for embarkation. Enjoy welcome drinks 
and dinner as we sail this evening.

Day 2 Cannakale. After breakfast we will drive to Troy which is associated 
with the sagas of the Trojan War and its description by Homer (750 BC) 
in his two epic poems “The Iliad” and “The Odyssey.” Archaeological 
digs have revealed nine cities and various ruins of the city walls, typical 
house foundations, a temple and a theatre. En-route we will visit the 
Archaeological Museum. This afternoon you can relax on board or take a 
drive to Ezine town, through pine forests towards Alexandria Troas which 
has a large unexcavated ancient site. It was founded by Antigonos, one 
of the commanders of Alexander the Great, in 310 BC. During the time 
of St Paul, it was known as Alexandeia-Troas and Paul stayed and sailed 
from here with Barnabas to Neapolis.

Day 3 Pergamon. On today’s full day tour we will drive inland, past fertile 
fields and olive trees, to the present day modern town of Bergama, 
once known as Pergamon, a great centre of culture. Today Pergamon is 
one of Turkey’s finest archaeological sites. We will visit the Asclepion, a 
healing centre from the 4th century BC and one of the most important 
sites of Pergamon. Discover the Temple of Asclepios, the amphitheatre, 
and walk through the sacred corridor and down the ancient, arcaded, 
marble-paved boulevard. Continue into the town of Bergama and visit 
the Archaeological Museum which houses relics discovered during the 
excavations of Pergamon. En-route we will see the Basilica which was 
one of the earliest of the Seven Churches of Asia Minor. Take a cable 
car up to the Acropolis to explore the remains of the citadel and the city 
walls, the foundations of the Zeus Altar, and the Royal Palace. Lunch will 
be served ashore. 

Day 4 Kusadasi & Ephesus. Arriving at Kusadasi at breakfast time we 
will drive to the nearby ancient city of Ephesus, a stunning and partially 
excavated site where digging has been taking place for over a century. 
Broad streets are lined by impressive buildings including the Library 
of Celsus and the temples of Serapis and Hadrian. Once the capital of 
Ionia, St Paul preached here on his second missionary journey and we 
will see the Church of the Virgin Mary, the most important Christian 
monument in Ephesus. We will see the spectacular Grand Theatre, 
originally built in the 3rd century BC by the Greeks, and later expanded 

Head of the Medusa, Didim

Picturesque Skala harbour

by the Romans to its present capacity of 24,000. From this theatre, which 
has a row of seats 30 metres above the orchestra, St Paul used to give his 
sermons. Enjoy a free afternoon strolling in Kusadasi or join an excursion 
to the site of the Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the 
Ancient World, and see the ruined Basilica of St John.
 
Day 5 Patmos, Greece. Of all the Greek islands, Patmos is the most 
sacred to Christians both Orthodox and Western; it was here that  
St John received his revelation. This morning we will make our way to 
the grotto of St John. This small cave, now converted into the beautiful 
chapel, is where the Saint lived, had his revelation and wrote ‘Book of  
the Apocalypse’. From here continue to the village of Chora, with its 
simple houses and Byzantine churches and climb to the Monastery of  
St John the Theologian. Return to the MS Serenissima for lunch and 
enjoy an afternoon and evening at leisure to explore the picturesque 
town of Skala or maybe enjoy a swim at a nearby beach.

Day 6 Didim, Miletus & Priene, Turkey. From the port of Didim we will 
drive to Priene, an ancient Greek holy city and the home of an important 
temple of Athena. Priene’s picturesque ruins include several columns of 
the Temple of Athena, much of the city wall, a well-preserved theatre 
and a council chamber. We will continue to Miletus, one of the most 
important cities in ancient Greek world and visited by St Paul on his 
third missionary journey. Here were Minoans, Mycenaeans and one-time 
allies of the Trojans. The city foolishly led a revolt of the Ionian Greek 
cities against the powerful Persian Empire who ruled until the arrival 
of Alexander in the 4th century BC. Here is a fine theatre, well laid out 
chessboard street plans, two agoras (marketplaces), baths, a council 
chamber, fortifications, a stadium and harbour workings. After lunch on 
board we will have time to explore the colossal temple and oracle to 
Apollo in Didim. Please note that we may be at anchor today in which 
instance the vessel’s Zodiacs will be used.

Day 7 Xanthos & Patara. From the harbour at Fethiye, we travel to the 
south east to discover the rich Lycian towns of the past. Drive along 
the Esme River to the ancient city of Xanthos, Lycia’s prominent capital 
city built on a great cliff overlooking the river. Xanthos boasts several 
significant ruins, including the Nereid Monument, an exquisite ionic 
building whose figured friezes are in the British Museum. Continue to 
Letoon, a city named after Leto, mother Goddess of Lycians. We will see 

Mosaic, Monastery of St John, Patmos
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Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 11 nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner on board • Noble Caledonia 
onboard team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions  
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£5195
£5495
£5795
£5995
£6395
£6695
£6995
£5395

£4995
£5295
£5595
£5795
£6195
£6495
£6795
£5195

the ruins of the temples dedicated to Leto, Artemis and Apollo and the 
amphitheatre. Enjoy a local lunch before visiting Patara, located amidst 
sand dunes and by a long sandy beach. The city was conquered by 
Alexander the Great and St Paul stopped here on his way to Rome in  
AD 60. It was also the birthplace of St Nicholas. See the Grand Theatre 
and the ruins of the temples. Please note that we may be at anchor 
today in which instance the vessel’s Zodiacs will be used.

Day 8 Aspendos & Perge. Over breakfast we will arrive in Antalya from 
where we explore the principal Roman ruins along Turkey’s southern 
coast. We pass the modern city of Antalya en-route to the ancient city 
of Perge which dates back to 1000 BC and was founded by Mopsus and 
Calchas after their retreat from Troy. St Paul visited here on at least two 
occasions mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles. See the Basilica of 
Perge, which played an important role in the spread of Christianity, the 
2nd century AD stadium, the baths complex and two magnificent round 
towers of the Greek Gate. We drive further east for our visit of Aspendos, 
whose amphitheatre, built in the 2nd century AD is considered the best 
preserved in the Mediterranean. After a local lunch continue to Antalya 
to visit the excellent Archaeological Museum.

Day 9 Alanya & Side. On a morning excursion drive through the town, 
with views of the Taurus Mountains in the east, then towards Incekum 
along the Turkish Riviera to the west, where we pass citrus and banana 
plantations and visit Damlatas Cave which is a masterpiece of nature, 
known for its curative effect on asthma. Drive along the beautiful Turkish 
Riviera towards the ancient city of Side which was one of the leading 
Pamphylian cities on the south coast of Anatolia. Visit the Grand Theatre, 
a perfect example of a Roman theatre built on vaults on flat land. Walk 
through the town, view the old harbour and see the remains of the Apollo 
Temple. From the MS Serenissima’s central berth, you can enjoy a free 
afternoon and evening to explore the town of Alanya with its Medieval 
fort perched on a rocky peninsula.

Day 10 Tasucu. After a morning at sea we will arrive in Tasucu over 
lunch. We will drive to Silifke which was once ancient Seleucia founded 
between 296 and 280 BC by one of Alexander the Great’s generals. After 
a short drive, we arrive at the underground church of Aya Tekla, founded 
by Thecla, a disciple of St Paul’s teaching. We will drive back to the 
centre of Silifke for our visit of the Silifke Archaeological Museum which 
also has an ethnographic section. Continue along the shore to Corycos 
where, in 191 BC, the fleet of Antiochus the Great was defeated by the 

Romans. See the ancient tombs and view the castle of Kiz Kalesi from  
the shore.

Day 11 Mersin. Spend the morning in Mersin, the capital of Icel province 
which borrows its name from Myrtle, the evergreen vegetation which 
grows in the area. From here it is a short drive to Tarsus, the birthplace 
of St Paul which was an important part of the trade route to the interiors 
of Asia Minor. We will see the well dedicated to St Paul and the church 
built in 1862 to his name. Walk through the narrow streets of old Tarsus 
with typical stone and wooden built houses, see the Roman road in the 
north of the city and visit the Tarsus Museum where we see the relics from 
Gozlukule excavations. We end at the Ulu Mosque and Makami-Sherif 
Mosque, both converted from ancient churches. Return to the  
MS Serenissima for lunch and an afternoon at sea.

Day 12 Larnaca, Cyprus to London. Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Alanya harbour
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The Itinerary
Day 1 Larnaca to Limassol. Disembark this morning and drive to 
Limassol. Here we will see the Temple of Apollo, one of the main 
religious centres of ancient Cyprus, where Apollo was worshipped 
as God of the Woodlands. We will continue to the ruins of Kourion, 
a city built in 1200 BC. Of particular interest are the public baths, the 
necropolis, the Fountain House, House of Gladiators and House of 
Achilles. The most spectacular site at Kourion is the Greco-Roman 
Theatre that has been completely restored and is used today for open-
air musical and theatrical performances. We will also visit Kolossi Castle, 
which was built in the 15th century on the ruins of a former fortress 
dated to the beginning of the 13th century. After lunch we will transfer 
to the Mediterranean Hotel for check in. The remainder of the day is 
free to relax or explore independently before dinner is served in the 
hotel this evening.

Day 2 Limassol. Spend the day at leisure to enjoy the facilities of the 
hotel or take the local bus into Limassol town centre. Alternately, a 
short walk from the hotel will take you to the impressive remains of the 
archaeological site of Amathus, one of the ancient royal cities of Cyprus 
until about 300 BC. Dinner is included at the hotel this evening.

Day 3 Paphos. We will depart for our guided excursion after breakfast 
and make a brief stop at the most famous landmark in Cyprus - 
Aphrodite’s Rock, the birthplace of the Goddess of Love and Beauty. 
We continue to Saint Neophytos Monastery, founded by the Cypriot 
hermit and writer Neophytos, which is built in what used to be a 
secluded location at the head of a picturesque valley. Continue to 
Paphos where we will visit the 13th century Chrysopolitissa Church 
which is shared by the Anglican and Catholic congregation, who hold 
regular services at the invitation of the local Orthodox priest. Saint Paul 
visited Paphos in 45 AD in an attempt to convert the ruler of the time to 
Christianity. He was successful in his efforts, but not before being tied 
and whipped to an otherwise unremarkable lump of stone, the Pillar 
of Saint Paul which we will see during our visit. After lunch and some 
free time in the picturesque fishing harbour of Paphos, we continue 
to the archaeological park, known as the House of Dionysos with the 
fabulously preserved mosaics which date back to the 2nd century AD 
and the Tombs of the Kings. Return to the hotel to relax before meeting 
for dinner tonight.

Day 4 Larnaca to London. After breakfast in the hotel we will transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to London. 

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Superior Sea View Room:  £525
Superior Sea View Room for sole use: £975

Price Includes: Three nights accommodation in a sea view room at the 
Mediterranean Hotel in Limassol on a half board basis (breakfast and dinner 
daily), Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, excursions, gratuities, lunch on days 
1 & 3.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Ancient Kourion

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Istanbul, Turkey. Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this 
evening and transfer to the Marmara Pera Hotel for our three night stay. 
Meet tonight for dinner in the hotel restaurant.

Day 2 Sultanahmet. After breakfast at the hotel we start our exploration 
of Istanbul at the Hippodrome, the centre of civic life in the capital 
of the Ottoman Empire and the site of speeches, chariot races, and 
riots. Next, visit the nearby Blue Mosque, named for its glorious 17th 
century painted tiles; and the Hagia Sophia, first a Byzantine patriarchal 
basilica, later an imperial mosque and today a museum. Known for 
its massive domed roof and colourful mosaics, this structure is widely 
regarded as the world’s finest example of Byzantine architecture. A 
short walk brings us to the Basilica Cistern, which dates back to the 6th 
century and is supported by 336 Corinthian columns making it one of 
the most magnificent covered cisterns in Istanbul. Lunch is taken at a 
local restaurant before returning to the hotel where the remainder of 
the afternoon and evening is at leisure.

Day 3 Istanbul. This morning 
venture into Istanbul’s famous 
Spice Market to enjoy the sounds 
and smells before making our way 
to the Rustem Pasha Mosque. 
After our visit we will take a cruise 
on the Bosphorous. Heading north 
and following the European shore 
we will pass Dolmabahce and 
Yildiz Palaces and sail as far as the 
Rumeli Fortress before crossing to 
the Asian side and returning past 
Beylerbeyi Palace. Return to the 
hotel for a free afternoon before 
we meet for dinner tonight.

Day 4 Istanbul. Take some time to explore independently or relax 
in the hotel before we check out in the late morning. We will visit 
a restaurant for lunch before continuing to the impressive Topkapi 
Palace, a complex of buildings and annexes that was used as the 
Imperial residence of the Ottoman Sultans for nearly 400 years. Since 
1924 it has been preserved as a museum, and it is noted for its beautiful 
shaded courtyards and elegant architecture. In the late afternoon we 
will transfer to the MS Serenissima for embarkation.

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Superior Sea View Room:  £695
Superior Sea View Room for sole use: £895

Price Includes: Three nights accommodation in a sea view room at the 
Marmara Pera Hotel in Istanbul on a bed and breakfast basis, Noble 
Caledonia Tour Manager, excursions, gratuities, lunch on days 2 & 4, dinner 
on days 1 & 3.
Not Included: Travel insurance, Turkish visa.

Blue Mosque

Istanbul Spice Market

Pre-Cruise Istanbul Extension
22nd to 25th March 2020 

Post-Cruise Cyprus Extension
5th to 8th April 2020 
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The Lycians were definitely on to something when they set their 
empire on the peninsula nestled between Antalya and Fethiye. 

It is an astoundingly beautiful stretch of azure coastline backed by 
the luscious forested hills. Whilst the Turquoise Coast may appear 
all sun-and-sea, join us aboard the MS Serenissima and discover the 
ancient cities of Perge and Xanthos, floating over the slopes, with the 
decorative tombs engraved into the cliffs at Myra.

We begin our spring voyage in Larnaca and from here head to Turkey where 
we will be captivated by ancient relics from Roman and Byzantine eras. 
Sailing on, we will explore the Aegean in some depth visiting charming islands, 
many of which are out of bounds to the big ships and where the laid back atmosphere will complement our small 
ship as we explore delightful towns, sleepy villages and visit some magnificent ancient sites, all in the company of 
like-minded travellers and informative guides. 

Every new day brings a different vista and whether you are interested in ancient history or simply enjoy cruising 
amongst beautiful scenery, this voyage has something to offer for everyone.

From the Turquoise Coast  
to the Aegean Islands 
A voyage from Larnaca to Athens aboard the MS Serenissima with  
Guest Speaker Jeremy Paterson  
5th to 15th April 2020

 

TURKEY

Antalya

Xanthos

Patmos

Larnaca

CYPRUS

GREECE
Delos & 

Syros 

Patara

AspendosPerge

Alanya
Myra

Kekova

Kas 

Kastellorizo

MarmarisSymi
Athens

Nisyros

Kastellorizo
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From
 the Turquoise C

oast to the A
egean Islands

The Itinerary

We will explore the 
Aegean in some 
depth visiting some 
charming islands, 
many of which are 
out of bounds to the 
big ships.

Kas

Syros

Day 1 London to Larnaca, Cyprus. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival we 
will transfer to the MS Serenissima. Enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as 
we sail this evening.

Day 2 Alanya, Turkey. Spend the morning at sea as we sail towards 
the Turkish coast arriving after lunch. This afternoon, choose to drive 
through the town, with views of the Taurus Mountains in the east, 
then towards Incekum along the Turkish Riviera to the west, where we 
pass citrus and banana plantations and visit Damlatas Cave which is a 
masterpiece of nature, known for its curative effect on asthma. Drive 
along the beautiful Turkish Riviera towards the ancient city of Side 
which was one of the leading Pamphylian cities on the south coast 
of Anatolia. Visit the Grand Theatre, a perfect example of a Roman 
theatre built on vaults on flat land. Walk through the town, view the 
old harbour and see the remains of the Apollo Temple. Alternatively 
spend the afternoon exploring the town of Alanya with its Medieval fort 
perched on a rocky peninsula.  

Day 3 Antalya. Over breakfast we will arrive in Antalya from where 
we explore the principal Roman ruins along Turkey’s southern coast. 
We pass the modern city of Antalya en-route to the ancient city of 
Perge which dates back to 1000 BC and was founded by Mopsus and 
Calchas after their retreat from Troy. See the Basilica of Perge, which 
played an important role in the spread of Christianity, the 2nd century 
AD stadium, the baths complex and two magnificent round towers 
of the Greek Gate. We drive further east for a visit to Aspendos, 
whose amphitheatre built in the 2nd century AD is considered the 
best preserved in the Mediterranean. After lunch in a local restaurant 
continue to Antalya to visit the excellent Archaeological Museum.

Day 4 Myra & Kekova. From our anchorage in the Bay of Cayagzi we 
will use local boats to visit the ancient port of Myra, the former capital 
of Lycia and the departure point of Paul to Rome in 60 AD. Surrounded 
by orchards and miles of greenhouses stands a large, well-preserved 
Roman theatre backed by splendid Lycian cave-tombs with delicately 
carved façades. In the town of Myra, the birthplace of St. Nicholas, we 
visit the 11th century Church of St Nicholas, only recently excavated, 
with its faded frescoes and beautiful mosaic floors. We will return to the 
MS Serenissima for lunch and the afternoon is free to relax on board or 
join a local boat excursion into Kekova Bay where the narrow island of 

Taurus Mountains Letoon

Kekova forms a number of beautiful bays and indented waterways. Here 
we can view the half-submerged ruins of the ancient city of Simena. We 
will also land at the village of Kalekoy where a strenuous walk will take 
us up to the Lycian castle with sarcophagi overlooking the sea. 

Day 5 Kas, Turkey & Kastellorizo, Greece. Spend the morning in Kas, 
a delightful fishing town in a beautiful bay at the foot of the Taurus 
Mountains overlooking the turquoise waters of the Mediterranean. As 
you walk up from the port you will see narrow streets lined with beautiful 
Ottoman houses with flowered balconies and traditional painted doors. 
See the rock-cut tombs that date to the 4th century BC, the impressive 
Lycian Tomb and the Hellenistic theatre. This afternoon we will head 
over to the tiny island of Kastellorizo, a gem of a place. A Greek 
possession and technically part of the Dodecanese, it is a long way east 
of Greece and only two kilometres from the Turkish coast. However, with 
few ferry connections it is well off the main tourist routes. Spend the 
afternoon exploring the delightful harbour, the Crusader Castle and the 
monastery of St George on the Mountain. 

Day 6 Xanthos & Patara. From the harbour at Fethiye, we travel to the 
south east to discover the rich Lycian towns of the past. Drive along 
the Esme River to the ancient city of Xanthos, Lycia’s prominent capital 
city built on a great cliff overlooking the river. Xanthos boasts several 
significant ruins, including the Nereid Monument, an exquisite ionic 
building whose figured friezes are in the British Museum. Continue to 
Letoon, a city named after Leto, mother Goddess of Lycians. We will see 
the ruins of the temples dedicated to Leto, Artemis and Apollo and the 
amphitheatre. Enjoy a local lunch before visiting Patara, located amidst 
sand dunes and by a long sandy beach. The city was conquered by 
Alexander the Great and St Paul stopped here on his way to Rome in AD 
60. It was also the birthplace of St Nicholas. See the Grand Theatre and 
the ruins of the temples. Please note that we may be at anchor today in 
which instance the vessel’s Zodiacs will be used for transport ashore. 

Day 7 Marmaris. After breakfast we will drive inland to Kaunos which 
was a city of ancient Caria and said to have been founded by Kaunos, 
son of Miletos and Kyane. Located at the foot of Mount Tarbelos, its 
acropolis was called Imbros and it exported highly prized figs chiefly to 
Rome. It was the home of the painter Protogenes and was a member 
of the Chrysaorian League. The ruins of the city are near Dalyan, on the 

“
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Limassol, Cyprus. Fly by scheduled flight and on 
arrival transfer to the Mediterranean Hotel. The remainder of the day 
is free to relax or explore independently before dinner is served in 
the hotel this evening.  

Day 2 Paphos. We will depart for our guided excursion after 
breakfast and make a brief stop at the most famous landmark in 
Cyprus – Aphrodite’s Rock, the birthplace of the Goddess of Love 
and Beauty. We continue to Saint Neophytos Monastery, founded 
by the Cypriot hermit and writer Neophytos, which is built in 
what used to be a secluded location at the head of a picturesque 
valley. Continue to Paphos where we will visit the 13th century 
Chrysopolitissa Church which is shared by the Anglican and Catholic 
congregation, who hold regular services at the invitation of the local 
Orthodox priest. Saint Paul visited Paphos in 45 AD in an attempt 
to convert the ruler of the time to Christianity. He was successful in 
his efforts, but not before being tied and whipped to an otherwise 
unremarkable lump of stone, the Pillar of Saint Paul which we will see 
during our visit. After lunch and some free time in the picturesque 
fishing harbour of Paphos, we continue to the archaeological park, 
known as the House of Dionysos with the fabulously preserved 
mosaics which date back to the 2nd century AD and the Tombs of the 
Kings. Return to the hotel to relax before meeting for dinner tonight.

Day 3 Limassol. Spend the day at leisure to enjoy the facilities of the 
hotel or take the local bus into Limassol town centre. Alternately, a 
short walk from the hotel will take you to the impressive remains of 
the archaeological site of Amathus, one of the ancient royal cities 
of Cyprus until about 300 BC. Dinner is included at the hotel this 
evening. 

Day 4 Limassol. After a free morning, check out of the hotel before 
having lunch in a local restaurant. Afterwards, our tour will include 
the Temple of Apollo, one of the main religious centres of ancient 
Cyprus, where Apollo was worshipped as God of the Woodlands. 
We will continue to the ruins of Kourion, a city built in 1200 BC. Of 
particular interest are the public baths, the necropolis, the Fountain 
House, House of Gladiators and House of Achilles. The most 
spectacular site at Kourion is the Greco-Roman Theatre that has 
been completely restored and is used today for open-air musical  
and theatrical performances. We will also visit Kolossi Castle, which 
was built in the 15th century on the ruins of a former fortress dated  
to the beginning of the 13th century. Transfer to the MS Serenissima 
for embarkation.

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Deluxe Sea View Room:  £645
Deluxe Sea View Room for sole use: £895

Price Includes: Three nights accommodation in a sea view room at the 
Mediterranean Hotel in Limassol on a half board basis (breakfast and 
dinner daily), Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, excursions, gratuities, lunch 
on day 2 & 4.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Pre-Cruise Limassol Extension
2nd to 5th April 2020 

Aphrodite’s Rock

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 10 nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner on board • Noble Caledonia 
onboard team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions  
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£4795
£5095
£5395
£5595
£5995
£6295
£6595
£4795

£4495
£4795
£5095
£5295
£5695
£5995
£6295
£4495

right bank of the ancient Kalbis (Dalyan River) and include a theatre, a 
large rectangular building that may have been a temple, a roman bath, 
a Byzantine church, and rock-hewn tombs. Accessible only by river we 
will take local boats to the site. Return to the ship for lunch and sail this 
afternoon arriving at the island of Symi this evening.

Day 8 Symi & Nisyros, Greece. Today we will explore Symi, a small, 
mountainous and much indented pretty island. The harbour of Gialos 
is particularly attractive and we have a morning to enjoy some time to 
stroll through the colourful cobbled streets. The Simians were famous 
boat builders and are mentioned in the Illiad as sending boats to 
assist the siege of Troy but are better known today for their sponge 
diving. Return to the ship in the late morning as we sail to Nisyros, 
arriving after lunch. From the port of Mandraki you may wish to spend 
a relaxing afternoon wandering through the village and climb to the 
Monastery of Panagia Spilanior or visit the archaeological museum. 
Alternatively, join the drive to the Polyvotis Volcano named after the 
Titan imprisoned under the rock of Nisyros during the battle with the 
gods. Here we will learn more of the legends and have the chance to 
walk into the caldera.  

Day 9 Patmos. Of all the Greek islands, Patmos is the most sacred 
to Christians both Orthodox and Western; it was here that St John 
received his revelation. This morning we will make our way to the 
grotto of St John. This small cave, now converted into the beautiful 
chapel, is where the Saint lived, had his revelation and wrote ‘Book of 
the Apocalypse’. From here continue to the village of Chora, with its 
simple houses and Byzantine churches and climb to the Monastery of 
St John the Theologian. Return to the MS Serenissima for lunch and 
enjoy an afternoon and evening at leisure to explore the picturesque 
town of Skala or maybe enjoy a swim at a nearby beach.

Day 10 Delos & Syros. This morning we visit Delos, which though the 
smallest of the Cyclades was once the political and religious centre for 
the whole of the Aegean. Birthplace of Apollo and Artemis, it boasted 
an oracle second only to that of Delphi. Explore the magnificent 
archaeological site including the marble sanctuary of Apollo. Sail 
during lunch to Syros which was the largest cultural and trade centre 
of the Aegean in the 19th century and the capital Ermoupolis was 
Greece’s principal port. Enjoy a leisurely afternoon with a stroll in the 
town of Ermoupoli, the capital of the Cyclades. The prosperity of the 
island in the 19th and early 20th century created through commerce 
and shipping is reflected in the architecture with a beautiful square, 
town hall and theatre. Overlooking Ermoupoli stands the hill-top 
Ano Syros, the original Medieval district with narrow lanes and white 
washed houses.

Day 11 Athens to London. Disembark after breakfast and transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to London.
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Join us aboard the MS Serenissima for a relaxing and 
informative voyage exploring the wonders of the 

Peloponnese and Sicily and the abundance of fascinating 
historical and archaeological sites on offer. The month of 
April, with comfortable temperatures and relatively crowd-
free sites is the perfect time to cruise this region and we 
have planned a comprehensive itinerary with time to learn 
of the rich heritage as well as to take in the magnificent 
scenery.

Sailing from Athens, our first calls will include visits to the 
picturesque port of Nafplion, the Byzantine city of Mystras 
and Olympia with its sporting history. Witness the tangible 
traces of the many civilisations which have at one point over 
the course of history called this region home as we visit 
classical temples, Mycenean palaces and Byzantine cities, 
and learn of the numerous myths and legends. Leaving 
the charms of Greece behind us we head to Sicily for a 
comprehensive exploration of the island and its incredible 
wealth of treasures. Sicily, owing to its benevolent climate 
and superb strategic position, has been coveted, fought 
over and colonised numerous times with the Phoenicians, 
Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Normans, Byzantines and 
Bourbons having all made their mark on the island. During 
our time here we will visit timelessly beautiful Syracuse, 
the stunning Greek theatre at Taormina, the Norman Royal 
Palace and Palatine Chapel in Palermo, Valle dei Templi and 
the Roman mosaics of Villa Romana di Casale.

The combined effect of the natural beauty of the islands and 
coast with the intriguing history and stunning architecture 
of the towns and cities make for a fascinating voyage and, 
in the company of less than 100 fellow travellers, we can 
be thankful that we are able to visit atmospheric ports 
and towns which the big ships cannot access. In addition, 
local guides and our knowledgeable Guest Speaker will 
contribute greatly to our enjoyment and understanding of all 
that we will see.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Athens, Greece. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima for embarkation. Enjoy welcome drinks 
and dinner as we sail this evening.

Day 2 Nafplion. Looking out across the translucent water of the bay 
towards the Arcadian Mountains, Nafplion’s sheltered location below 
a rocky headland and large natural fortress crowned by a Venetian 
castle is perhaps unrivalled in Greece. After breakfast we will head 
to the famous citadel of Mycenae which is located high above the 
confluence of two boulder-strewn ravines and accessed by way of the 
Lion Gate. Once inside the gate, we will explore the Royal Palace, the 
shaft graves and the remains of the city walls. An archaeological briefing 
within the Treasury of Atreus (also known as the Tomb of Agamemnon) 
will add to our understanding and appreciation of the sights. After 
lunch on board you may choose to spend the afternoon in Nafplion 
wandering the twisting labyrinthine streets and admiring the Venetian 
and Turkish architecture of this charming town. Alternatively, join a 
tour to one of the most renowned of Greece’s ancient sites. Situated 
on the slopes of a beautiful and wooded valley, Epidaurus was known 
throughout the Hellenic world for its unique medical facilities and 
healing treatments. Dedicated to Aesclepius, the god of healing, the 
city was filled with curative spas and baths and only priests had access 
to certain secret rites. Most of the ruins of Epidaurus have been reduced 
to their foundations, with the exception of the astonishing theatre. Still 
used for special performances, the theatre is in an admirable state of 
preservation. We sail late tonight for anyone who wishes to take an after-
dinner stroll.

Day 3 Kalamata for Mystras. Spend the morning at sea as we sail 
to Kalamata arriving over lunch. Our destination today is Mystras, a 
remarkably intact Byzantine town that once housed a population of 20,000 
people. Here we visit the Cathedral of Agios Dimitrios, where the two-
headed eagle, which is the symbol of the Palaeologos Dynasty, is carved 
into a plaque on the floor. According to tradition, this is where Constantine 
XII stepped when he was crowned king. Strolling through the narrow 
lanes of the dead city, we will also visit the Church of Agia Sophia, the 
Palace of the Despots and the Monastery of Pantanassa, with its brilliant 
frescoes. Before returning to the vessel, refreshments will be served at the 
picturesque tavern located just beneath the site offering sweeping views 
over the local terrain.

Day 4 Olympia. The port of Katakolon will be our base today for our 
excursion to Olympia. Pastoral and lush, Olympia’s plentiful ruins are 
shaded by Aleppo pines and olive trees. The fame of Olympia rests upon 

Passage from the Peloponnese  
to Sicily 
Discover the wonders of the Ancient World on a voyage from Athens to Malta 
aboard the MS Serenissima with Guest Speaker Dr Steve Kershaw 
15th to 26th April 2020
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Passage from
 the Peloponnese to Sicily

In the company of 
less than 100 fellow 
travellers, we can
be thankful that 
we are able to visit 
atmospheric ports
and towns which 
the big ships cannot 
access.

Nafplion

Syracuse 

Ruins, Selinunte Palermo

the Olympic Games. During the celebrations that accompanied the Games, 
competitors, while not forgetting that they were Athenians, Spartans or 
from other city states, remembered that they were Greeks and regarded 
an Olympic victory as the highest honour. We will see the gymnasium, 
the stadium and the palestra or wrestling school. We will also explore the 
Altis, or sacred precinct of Zeus, which houses structures including the 
Temple of Zeus, one of the largest temples on the Greek mainland and the 
Archaeological Museum which houses some fine sculptures and artefacts 
from the site. Return to the MS Serenissima for lunch and an afternoon at 
sea as we begin our journey to Sicily. 

Day 5 Syracuse, Sicily. Syracuse was founded by the Greeks in 734 BC 
and by the 5th century was a political and military power throughout the 
Mediterranean and rivalled Athens as the largest and most beautiful city 
in the Greek world. After a morning at sea we will arrive in our central 
berth over lunch. This afternoon we will visit the Neapolis Archaeological 
Park where we find a well-preserved Greek theatre with seats carved 
from limestone. Paradise Quarry, now an attractive garden and orange 
grove, was the primary source of that limestone and is the site of the 
curious ‘Dionysus’ Ear’ - a vast grotto with an amplifying resonance. We 
will continue to explore the island of Ortigia where we find the Temple 
of Apollo, considered to be Sicily’s most ancient Doric temple and the 
Baroque Cathedral, erected over the remains of the Temple of Minerva. 
We will moor overnight for anyone who wishes to dine ashore or take an 
after-dinner stroll in this beautiful city. 

Day 6 Noto & Syracuse. After breakfast we will drive to the beautiful 
antique town of Noto which was built in 1703. Here we will see numerous 
18th century palaces of incredible architectural value including the 
Duomo, the Museo Civico and the Convento dei Francescani. Return to 
the ship for lunch and enjoy a free afternoon to relax on board or explore 
Syracuse and the island of Ortygia at your own pace. Maybe wander 
around the sea promenade, see the Aretusa Fountain or the noble houses 
of the Jewish Quarter. Return to the ship for dinner as we sail tonight.

Day 7 Taormina & Tindari. From the nearby port of Messina we will visit 
Taormina, a walled town lying in the shadow of Mount Etna, Europe’s 
highest volcano. The town has been a popular tourist destination 
since the 19th century and our guided tour will include walking the 
characteristic alleys before visiting the 15th century Palazzo Corvaja and 
the impressive Greek Theatre from where there are marvellous views 
over the town and coast. Return to the MS Serenissima for lunch and 

this afternoon is free to enjoy free time in Messina or maybe join an 
excursion to Tindari a town which was founded by Syracusan merchants 
during the war against Carthage in 396 BC. The ruins of the ancient city 
are relatively well-preserved and the structure that astounds above all 
others is the 4th century Greek Theatre which is a marvel of acoustic 
engineering. However the foremost attraction is the Sanctuary of the 
Madonna Nera containing the sculpture of the Virgin and Child, in 
citron wood, and which is said to have reached Tindari in an attempt 
by the faithful to keep it safe from the 8th century Byzantine Iconoclast 
movement. After our visit we return to Messina and sail tonight.

Day 8 Palermo. Arrive this morning in the Sicilian capital of Palermo. 
After breakfast we will explore the city, famous for its jumbled and 
picturesque streets punctuated with ornate Baroque churches, domed 
Arab mosques and the glittering Byzantine mosaics that reveal a unique 
and diverse heritage. We visit the impressive 12th century cathedral 
which houses the royal tombs of Henri VI and King Ruggiero. Return to 
the MS Serenissima for lunch and this afternoon either enjoy some time 
to explore independently or join an excursion to Monreale Cathedral, 
said to be the most beautiful Norman Church in Italy, designed and 
completed by William the Good in 1174. With its thick walls and 
powerful towers, the exterior looks like an austere fortress yet it is the 
interior of this great cathedral which is its crowning glory. Here the large 
nave, with its side aisles and grey granite columns set off the exquisite 
Byzantine mosaics on the walls above the arches.

Day 9 Mazara del Vallo. Founded in the 9th century BC by the 
Phoenicians, Mazara del Vallo was used as a strategic location for their 
trans-Mediterranean trading interests. Mazara soon became part of 
Magna Graecia, when it served as a port for the nearby city of Selinunte 
and by the 9th century was the island’s second city behind Palermo. It 
is the impressive remains of the ancient city of Selinunte which is our 
destination this morning. Once one of the most eminent cities of Magna 
Graecia it was ransacked by the Carthaginians, led by Hannibal, who 
sent 100,000 soldiers to attack in 409 BC, massacring thousands of the 
inhabitants with the remainder being taken into slavery. The city was 
destroyed and forgotten until 1823 when excavations began. Situated 
on a high plain overlooking the sea it is a lovely place to walk and our 
guided tour will explore the Acropolis, the eastern temples and the 
ancient city. Return to the vessel for lunch and enjoy a free afternoon 
in the old town to see the bustling fishing harbour and the picturesque 
Piazza del Republica. 
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Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 11 nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer and 
soft drinks with lunch and dinner on board • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers 
• Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£5195
£5495
£5795
£5995
£6395
£6695
£6995
£5395

£4995
£5295
£5595
£5795
£6195
£6495
£6795
£5195

Day 10 Agrigento. Although handsome in its own right and awash with 
Medieval atmosphere, Agrigento is not our main reason for calling at 
this southern coast port. Close by is the Valle dei Templi, a series of 
Doric temples and the most captivating of Sicilian Greek remains and a 
grouping unique outside Greece. Surrounded in the greenery of olive 
and almond trees, admire the Temple of Hera, the Temple of Concord, 
the Dioscuri Temple, the Temple of Olympic Jove and the Temple of 
Hercules. After lunch on board the afternoon is free to explore Agrigento 
and shuttles will run from the port to the town and the excellent 
archaeological museum where you can explore at your leisure. We will 
sail this evening the short distance to Licata where we moor overnight.

Day 11 Licata for Piazza Armerina. Founded in 280 BC, Licata has grown 
into an important commercial centre. The main reason for this stop, 
however, is to drive inland to what is regarded as the finest Roman site 
on Sicily, the Imperial Roman Villa of Casale, located close to Piazza 
Armerina amidst wooded rolling countryside. This huge villa was built in 
the 3rd century and has some stunning floor mosaics. Our return drive 
takes us through the province of Caltanissetta, recognised today as one 
of the best winemaking regions in Italy thanks above all to its production 
of high quality, prestigious red wines including Nero D’Avola. We will 
break our journey at one of these vineyards and enjoy a chance to sample 
some wine over a Sicilian lunch. Return to the MS Serenissima in the late 
afternoon and sail tonight to Malta. 

Day 12 Valletta, Malta to London. Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Pre-Cruise Athens Extension

Post-Cruise Malta Extension

13th to 15th April 2020

26th to 28th April 2020

The Itinerary 
Day 1 London to Athens, Greece. 
Fly by scheduled flight and on arrival 
transfer to our centrally located hotel 
for a two night stay. The remainder 
of the day is at leisure before we 
meet for dinner tonight.

Day 2 Athens. After breakfast we drive to the Acropolis, a symbol of 
the glory of ancient Greece. We will see the Temple of Athena Nike 
(Wingless Victory), and the Erechtheum, with its classical Porch of 
Maidens, the Caryatids. Stand in awe of what is considered the most 
perfect example of classical architecture in the world – the Parthenon, 
designed as a shrine to Athena and at one time housing a massive 
gold and ivory statue of the warrior goddess. A brief walk will bring you 
to the new Acropolis Museum with artefacts from the site. After our 
visit we will make our way to Plaka for a traditional Greek lunch. This 
afternoon is free to explore independently. 

Day 3 Athens. Enjoy a morning at leisure before we transfer to the  
MS Serenissima this afternoon which is moored in Piraeus.

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

Twin: £665   Single: £995   
 

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Athens on a bed and 
breakfast basis, tours as described, Tour Manager, gratuities, dinner on day 
1, lunch on day 2, transfer from the airport to hotel and hotel to vessel.
Not Included: Travel insurance, meals not mentioned in the itinerary.

The Itinerary 
Day 1 Valletta, Malta. After 
breakfast we will disembark and 
begin a city tour of Valletta, the 
16th century “Fortress City” built 
by the Knights of St John. We 
will explore Merchants Street, 
containing the surviving auberges 

built by the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem. Our final stop will be at  
St John’s Cathedral. After lunch we transfer to the hotel for check 
in and the remainder of the afternoon and evening are free for 
independent exploration.

Day 2 Mdina. A morning tour will take us to Mdina. Originally this city 
was given the name of “Citta Nobile” and is now known as the “Silent 
City” at the heart of the island. Mdina is Phoenician in origin and was 
the fortified capital of the island, before the arrival of the Knights. 
Return to the hotel and spend the afternoon at leisure. Meet tonight 
for dinner.

Day 3 Malta to London. Check out after breakfast and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London.
 
PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

Twin: £595   Single: £995   
  

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Malta on a bed and 
breakfast basis, tours as described, Tour Manager, gratuities, lunch on day 1, 
dinner on day 2, transfer from the vessel to hotel and hotel to airport. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, meals not mentioned in the itinerary.

Valletta

The Parthenon, Athens

Piazza Armerina
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Lost Empires of the Mediterranean
A springtime voyage from Malta to Lisbon aboard the MS Serenissima  
with Guest Speaker George Hart 
26th April to 7th May 2020

Join us for this relaxing and informative voyage to some of the greatest 
historic cities, ancient sites and charming islands as we explore the 

Mediterranean and all its wonders from aboard the MS Serenissima. Our 
journey is perfectly timed to take advantage of the gentle temperatures 
and for us to witness the coast and islands at their springtime best before 
the crowds of summer arrive. Sailing from Malta we make our way to 
Sicily with its incredible wealth of treasures and, over the course of 
three days we will visit timelessly beautiful Syracuse, the spectacular 
Greek theatre in Taormina and the Norman Royal Palace in Palermo. 
Following a day at sea to relax we have included some interesting 
calls on the North African coast including the ancient city of Tipaza in Algeria and Melilla, the fascinating 
Spanish city on the northern coast of Morocco. Continuing on to mainland Spain, we will visit the naval port of 
Cartagena with its fine Roman remains and the great maritime city of Cadiz from where we will explore the 
beautiful city of Seville.

The itinerary has been carefully designed to combine some ‘must see’ sites together with some smaller places that 
are totally unsuitable for vessels larger than ours. Owing to the fact that our small ship can moor centrally, we 
have the added advantage of being able to access the towns by foot in many ports of call and we have also 
included time at leisure for individual exploration enabling you to soak up the atmosphere at your own pace. We 
have the added benefit of excellent local guides and our knowledgeable Guest Speaker who will add much to 
your experience and knowledge of this fascinating region. Enjoy discovering ancient cities and sites, timeless 
islands with their aura of history and spectacular beauty which will capture our hearts as we travel a less well 
trodden path across the Mediterranean.

Roman mosaics of Nora
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Lost Em
pires of the M

editerraneun

The Itinerary

This itinerary has 
been carefully 
designed to combine 
some ‘must see’  
sites together with 
some smaller places 
that are totally 
unsuitable for 
vessels larger  
than ours.

Interior of Monreal Cathedral, Palermo

Day 1 London to Valletta, Malta. Fly by scheduled flight and on arrival 
we will transfer to the MS Serenissima. Enjoy welcome drinks and dinner 
as we sail this evening.

Day 2 Syracuse, Sicily. Syracuse was founded by the Greeks in 734 BC 
and by the 5th century was a political and military power throughout 
the Mediterranean rivalling Athens as the largest and most beautiful 
city in the Greek world. On leaving the vessel we visit the Neapolis 
Archaeological Park where we find a well preserved Greek theatre with 
seats carved from limestone. Paradise Quarry, now an attractive garden 
and orange grove, was the primary source of that limestone and is the 
site of the curious ‘Dionysius’ Ear’, a vast grotto with an amplifying 
resonance. We will continue to explore the island of Ortigia where 
we find the Temple of Apollo, considered to be Sicily’s most ancient 
Doric temple and the Baroque Cathedral, erected over the remains of 
the Temple of Minerva. The afternoon and evening are free to explore 
independently before we sail tonight.

Day 3 Taormina. From the nearby port of Messina we will visit Taormina, 
a walled town lying in the shadow of Mount Etna, Europe’s highest 
volcano. The town has been a popular tourist destination since the 19th 
century and our guided tour will include walking the characteristic alleys 
before viewing the 15th century Palazzo Corvaja and the impressive 
Greek Theatre from where there are marvellous views over the town 
and coast. For those who wish to enjoy longer here, you will be able 
to take lunch independently in one of the local restaurants and spend 
an afternoon exploring at leisure before our coach returns to Messina. 
Alternatively, return to the MS Serenissima for lunch and enjoy free time 
in Messina before we sail this evening. 

Day 4 Palermo. Arrive this morning in the Sicilian capital of Palermo. 
After breakfast we will explore the city, famous for its jumbled and 
picturesque streets punctuated with ornate Baroque churches, domed 
Arab mosques and the glittering Byzantine mosaics that reveal a unique 
and diverse heritage. We visit the impressive 12th century cathedral 
which houses the royal tombs of Henri VI and King Ruggiero. Return to 
the MS Serenissima for lunch and this afternoon either enjoy some time 
to explore independently or join an excursion to Monreale Cathedral, 
said to be the most beautiful Norman Church in Italy, designed and 
completed by William the Good in 1174. With its thick walls and 

Mausoleum of Mauretania, Algiers Fishing boat, Portimao

powerful towers, the exterior looks like an austere fortress yet it is the 
interior of this great cathedral which is its crowning glory. Here the large 
nave, with its side aisles and grey granite columns sets off the exquisite 
Byzantine mosaics on the walls above the arches.
 
Day 5 Cagliari, Sardinia. Spend the morning at sea as we sail to Sardinia 
arriving over lunch. This afternoon we will explore the Sardinian capital 
of Cagliari, an ancient city which dates back to the Phoenicians and 
Romans. On a walking tour we will stroll around the old town with its 
narrow streets running along a steep hillside. See the terraced Piazza 
del Palazzo and the 14th century Cathedral of St Mary. Alternatively, 
drive along the south-western coast to reach Nora which was founded 
by the Phoenicians but also has Carthaginian and Roman ruins. After a 
period of Roman prosperity, there was a decline and in the 3rd century 
AD the city was engulfed by the sea. Still visible today are the remains 
of Carthaginian warehouses and various Roman buildings including the 
baths with splendid mosaics and the theatre.

Day 6 At Sea. Enjoy a lecture or spend some time on deck as we have a 
day of cruising.

Day 7 Algiers, Algeria. Depart this morning for the ancient city of Tipaza 
which was probably founded by the Phoenicians but really came into 
being under the Romans. The city was extended by Emperor Claudius 
and grew wealthy on Mediterranean trade. It was built on three small 
hills, which overlooked the sea. There are ruins of three Basilicas, two 
Cemeteries, the Baths, the Theatre, the Nymphaeum and the unusual 
oval shaped Amphitheatre. We will enjoy a typical Algerian lunch before 
continuing to the mysterious Mausoleum of Mauretania, which lies in 
the hills above the sea about 18 kilometres away from Tipaza. It is one of 
the most breathtaking sights in Algeria. The vast pyramid-like structure 
is named the Tomb of the Christian on account of the large crosses that 
decorate the tomb which predates Jesus Christ. We return to the ship via 
the Martyrs‘ Monument which offers spectacular views over the city.

Day 8 Cartagena, Spain. After a morning at sea we arrive at the Murcian 
port of Cartagena. We will enter the deep natural harbour through two 
fortified rocky headlands for an afternoon of exploration in this historic 
city that dates back to the Phoenicians. Hannibal used it as his capital 
city on the Iberian peninsula and named it after Carthage in North Africa 

The Ear of Dionysius, Syracuse
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Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class air travel • 11 nights aboard the 
MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer and soft 
drinks with lunch and dinner on board • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£5195
£5495
£5795
£5995
£6395
£6995
£6995
£5995

£4995
£5295
£5595
£5795
£6195
£6795
£6795
£5795

whilst the Romans used it as a strategic port and administrative centre. 
The city walls remained intact until the 20th century, creating a dense 
historic centre which we will explore before taking the lift or walking up 
to Concepcion Castle where we will learn of the city’s past and enjoy 
amazing views of the city and harbour below. We will also see the Roman 
theatre which was able to hold up to 7000 people. For those wishing to 
explore further, perhaps visit the archaeological site of Molinete, where 
work continues to uncover the Roman city, the naval museum or simply 
enjoy a stroll along the tree-lined harbour promenade before we sail this 
evening.

Day 9 Melilla. This morning we visit a little bit of Spain in North Africa. 
Situated on the northern coast of Morocco, the Spanish city occupies 
a rocky peninsula which juts out into the Mediterranean. It has been 
in Spanish hands since 1497 and previous colonisers included the 
Phoenicians, Greeks and Romans. It is a fascinating place to spend a 
few hours observing the co-existence of Catholic and Muslim faiths, 
the influences of Spanish and Moorish architecture and the old walled 
city, fortress and busy market place. Return to the ship for lunch and an 
afternoon at sea.

Day 10 Cadiz for Seville. Arrive this morning in Cadiz. Situated on a 
peninsula jutting out into a bay and almost entirely surrounded by 
water, it is amongst the oldest surviving cities in Spain having been 
founded by the Phoenicians in 1100 BC and later occupied by the 
Carthaginians, Romans, Visigoths and Moors. Choose to join a half-day 
guided panoramic and walking tour which will pass by the most beautiful 
monuments and landmarks of the city including Santo Domingo 
Church and the Santa Catalina Fortress and also visit the interior of the 
Cathedral of Cadiz and Diocesan Museum in the old city. After lunch 
on board the afternoon is free to explore independently. Alternatively, 
take a full day tour to Seville which will include time at the Alcazar with 
its exotic terraced garden. Built by Pedro the Cruel in the 14th century 
with the help of Moorish craftsmen, it is still used as a residence by the 
King of Spain. Also see the Christian cathedral, reputed to be the largest 
Gothic style church in the world.

Day 11 Portimao, Portugal. Over breakfast the MS Serenissima arrives 
on the Algarve Coast at the fishing port of Portimao on the banks of the 
Arade River. During a morning call we head west to explore the more 
rugged Algarve and discover its place in history. We visit the historic 
town of Lagos, its sturdy Medieval walls testifying to its importance as 
a 15th century shipbuilding and trading post. We then head to the wild 
headland of Cabo Sao Vicente, its 200-foot cliffs face the Atlantic waves 
and it lies at the extreme southwestern corner of Europe. At nearby 

Sagres, Henry the Navigator built his school of navigation and it was 
from here that many sailors set out to discover the New World.

Day 12 Lisbon to London. Disembark after breakfast and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London.

The Alcazar, Seville

Cartagena



+44 (0)20 7752 0000 29

For those who would like to spend some time in Portugal after 
disembarking the MS Serenissima, we have arranged a two night 
extension at the beautiful Palacio Estoril Hotel, located a short 
distance from Lisbon. Our stay will include a half day tour of Lisbon 
and the remainder of the time will be yours to explore at leisure.

Palacio Estoril Hotel
Located in the heart of Estoril, just 20 minutes from the centre of 
Lisbon, the Palacio is set in beautiful gardens with outstanding views 
over Estoril and the Bay of Cascais. The Palacio has been updated 
and has benefited from several refurbishments and renovations. 
Today, it offers all the comfort and convenience of a modern luxury 
five-star hotel while retaining all its charm of the past. During World 
War Two, due to Portugal’s neutrality, several royal families went into 
exile in Estoril, which became known as the ‘Coast of Kings’. The 
Palacio Estoril Hotel was the chosen home of numerous members of 
European royalty and was also the haunt of British and German spies, 
who could often be found in its bar. Later, these stories of intrigue and 
espionage inspired famous novelists and filmmakers and the hotel 
served as the set for the James Bond movie ‘On Her Majesty’s Secret 
Service’. In February 2011, the Royal Gallery was created where you 
can view photographs of the important members of European royalty 
who stayed at the hotel and the gallery is now one of Estoril’s tourist 
attractions.

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £395
Single:  £595

Price Includes: Two nights accommodation in a classic room at the 
Palacio Estoril Hotel on a bed and breakfast basis, half day tour of Lisbon, 
gratuities, transfers from airport to hotel and hotel to ship, taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Hotel Palacio and Pool

If you would like to spend some time in Malta before embarking the 
MS Serenissima we are offering a two night stay providing the chance 
to explore Valletta and the surrounding area.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Malta. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival transfer to 
the Intercontinental Hotel (or similar) for a two night stay. Enjoy the 
remainder of the day at leisure before meeting tonight for a welcome 
dinner in the hotel.

Day 2 Valletta. After breakfast in the hotel we will embark on a city tour 
of Valletta, the 16th century “Fortress City” built by the Knights of St 
John. Our morning tour will include the highlights of Valletta with its 
stunning views across the harbour from the Barakka Gardens. We will 
explore Merchants Street containing the surviving auberges built by 
the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, together with the palace where 
Napoleon Bonaparte is believed to have stayed in 1798. Our final stop 
will be at St John’s Cathedral. The afternoon and evening are free for 
independent exploration.

Day 3 Mdina. Enjoy time at leisure before we check out of the hotel 
in the late morning and transfer to Mdina. Originally given the name 
of “Citta Nobile”, the city is now known as the “Silent City”. Mdina is 
Phoenician in origin and was the fortified capital of the island before 
the arrival of the Knights. We will have lunch in one of the restaurants 
before transferring to the MS Serenissima moored in Valletta.

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £595
Single:  £995

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation on a bed and breakfast 
basis, tours as described, lunch on day 3, dinner on day 1, Tour Manager, 
gratuities, transfers.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Valletta

Pre-Cruise Malta Extension
24th to 26th April 2020 

Post-Cruise Estoril Extension
7th to 9th May 2020 

Mdina Classic Room The Imperial Room
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The Itinerary
Day 1 Plymouth, England. Embark the MS Serenissima this afternoon in 
Plymouth. Transfers will be provided from Plymouth Railway station at a 
fixed time. Enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as we sail this evening.

Day 2 Lundy Island. We have scheduled a whole day on Lundy, a remote 
island in the Bristol Channel. Although small, just three miles long by half 
a mile wide, its isolation has made it a home for a range of wildlife whilst 
it is home to a clutch of listed buildings and monuments. The towering 
cliffs and rocky shoreline are a haven for migrating seabirds, whilst Sika 
deer, red deer and Soay sheep can also be seen as we walk along its 
traffic-free lanes and paths. Spend the day being as active as you wish, 
maybe explore the wide bays and coves by way of hanging valleys, see 
ancient burial chambers, climb the lighthouse, have a drink or lunch at 
the tavern or buy the island’s ‘puffin stamps’ at the shop. 

Days 3 to 5 Isles of Scilly. We will spend three days exploring the Isles of 
Scilly. From our central anchorage, we will use the local tenders to visit a 
number of the islands in the group. We will visit traffic-free Tresco, walking 
its idyllic lanes from the beach to the famous subtropical Abbey Gardens. 
Defying the Atlantic weather, this miracle of a garden is home to more 
than 20,000 species of plants from over 80 countries. Enjoy time to wander 
at your own pace along the paths, maybe visit the Valhalla collection 
of ship figureheads from ships wrecked on the islands or relax in the 
café. On St Agnes we find the most southwesterly community in the UK. 
Surrounded by rocks and reefs this delightful tiny island offers marvellous 
coastal walks. The small island of Gugh lies across a narrow sandbar and 
here we find a single stone monolith called the ‘Old Man of Gugh’ which 
dates back to the Bronze Age. Maybe join a boat trip to the island of 
Annet, the second largest of the uninhabited islands and a bird sanctuary. 
We are not allowed to land here but will cruise the coastline alive with 
puffins, European storm petrels and shag. We will tender ashore to Bryher, 
the smallest of the inhabited Isles of Scilly. Take the chance to wander 

Spring in the Isles
A voyage to Lundy Island, the Isles of Scilly & the Channel Islands  
aboard the MS Serenissima 
10th to 18th May 2020

along the tracks that cross the island amongst hedgerows and fields  
bursting with wildflowers. The active may wish to climb Watch Hill, where 
in the past islanders would keep watch for ships in distress or alternatively 
take a stroll to one of the beautiful beaches. See the northernmost island 
of the group, St Martin’s, a small island community of just 120 residents. 
Enjoy time to explore independently, climb one of the viewpoints for vistas 
over the islands and the offshore seal colonies or maybe join one of our 
birders on a guided walk.

Days 6 to 8 Guernsey, Herm, Alderney & Sark, Channel Islands. 
Over the next three days we will visit the islands of the Baliwick of 
Guernsey. On Guernsey, the ‘Island of Flowers’ there will be the option 
of a walking tour of St Peter Port including a visit to Castle Cornet, a 
12th century battlement which guards the entrance to St Peter Port 
harbour. Alternatively, enjoy a panoramic drive during which we will see 
the beautiful coastline and beaches and visit the Little Chapel, built 
in 1914 as a miniature version of the famous basilica at Lourdes and 
covered in fragments of shattered china, or join a cliff walk along the 
scenic coastline. We will sail the short distance to Herm, the smallest 
inhabited Channel Island and, at just one and a half miles long and 
half a mile wide, perfect for exploring on foot. Here, you will have free 
time to explore, perhaps take a stroll over to Shell or Belvoir Beach 
whilst our naturalists will be ashore on the lookout for wildflowers and 
birds. On Alderney, visit the island’s only town, St Anne, which has all 
the old-world charm of a Normandy village with tiny squares and pastel 
shaded cottages and shops. Maybe join a short walk to see the German 
fortifications or a longer walk with our naturalists heading to the cliffs 
to see the abundant birdlife. At Sark we will use our Zodiacs to land on 
this peaceful traffic-free island. Horse-drawn carriages take us along 
the narrow lanes alive with the songs of chaffinches, skylarks and mistle 
thrush as we see the narrow isthmus which joins Little Sark and Big Sark 
and the enchanting gardens at La Seigneurie. The more active may wish 
to hire a bicycle and explore independently.

Day 9 Portsmouth. Disembark this morning. A transfer will be provided 
to Portsmouth Harbour Railway station at a fixed time.
 

SHIP TO SHORE  
This cruise is not classified as an expedition cruise; however Zodiac 
landing craft may be used and integral to the operation of the voyage 
due to the small ports we will be visiting where we may be at anchor.

Sometimes, a few days away in 
a totally different 

environment is just what 
the doctor ordered, 
particularly if it does not 
involve flights. Join the 
MS Serenissima in 
Plymouth and visit some of the most idyllic islands 
including Sark and Alderney, Tresco, St Agnes and St 
Martin’s, with their crystal-clear waters and fine white 
sandy beaches that would not disgrace a Caribbean island. 
We have also included a visit to Lundy Island where the 
puffins will be in abundance.

We will explore on foot amazing little-contained worlds as 
well as the stunning sub-tropical Abbey Gardens on Tresco. 
The MS Serenissima is the perfect small ship for such a 
venture. A maximum of just over 90 passengers allows us to 
explore places otherwise inaccessible to larger ships and, 
with our nimble Zodiac craft, we can land on out of the way 
coves and be footloose in a way that would be totally 
impractical for larger groups of passengers.

Abbey Gardens, Tresco

MuckCanna

UNITED KINGDOM

SCOTLAND

Leith

Scrabster

Kirkwall

Stornoway

Westray/Papa Westray
ORKNEY
ISLANDS
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Derry

Isles of Scilly
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Spring in the Isles

With our Zodiacs 
we can land on out 
of the way coves 
and be footloose in 
a way that would 
be impractical for 
larger groups of 
passengers.Beach, Tresco

Puffin Castle Cornet, Guernsey

Alderney

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Eight nights aboard the MS Serenissima on 
a full board basis • House wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch 
and dinner on board • Noble Caledonia onboard team • Shore 
excursions • Gratuities • Transfers  • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£3395
£3595
£3995
£4195
£4595
£4995
£4995
£4595

For those who would like to spend some time in Dartmouth before 
embarking the MS Serenissima, we are offering the opportunity to 
join our two night extension staying at the Dart Marina Hotel & Spa. 
The hotel is in a wonderful setting by the river and offers exceptionally 
comfortable rooms. Situated a short walk from the town centre, you 
can take time to explore the historic centre or visit some of the nearby 
attractions including Agatha Christie’s former residence at Greenways, 
a boat trip on the River Dart, join the steam railway along the south 
Devon coast or visit the nearby naval college. In 2020 Dartmouth will 
be part of the Mayflower 400 celebrations which commemorate the 
Pilgrim voyage to the Americas which departed from Dartmouth in 
August 1620. We will also have some time in Plymouth, where the 
Mayflower visited before crossing the Atlantic, before embarking the 
MS Serenissima. 

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Standard room with balcony & partial sea view: £355
King room with French doors & sea view:

 
£385

King room with balcony & partial sea view:
 

£395
Standard room for sole use:

 
£575

Price Includes: Two nights accommodation at the Dart Marina Hotel & Spa 
on a bed and breakfast basis, transfers from Totnes railway station to the 
hotel and from the hotel to the MS Serenissima in Plymouth.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Pre-Cruise Dartmouth Extension
8th to 10th May 2020 

Dartmouth

Herm in spring

“

”
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During the month of May our western shores and Ireland become alive with colour. 
This is a spectacularly beautiful time when many of the gardens, estates and national 

parks are at their most appealing and the countryside will be lush and inviting. The 
gardens of Britain and Ireland have a unique quality and from the formal and manicured, 
to the wilder and more natural, our itinerary includes some of the most beautiful and 
diverse gardens which in spring are a sight to gladden any heart.

Of course our main emphasis will be on gardens and amongst the highlights are visits 
to the stunning sub-tropical Abbey Gardens on Tresco; the splendid gardens of Gigha, 
which defy the Atlantic elements so admirably; and some delightful Irish gardens which 
have a unique quality, the ‘soft’ weather and green mountain backdrops making for lovely 
views. Each day there will also be the opportunity to experience the sheer diversity of the 
coastline, see the resident wildlife, enjoy the wonderful views on offer and appreciate the 
history of the region.

All of this makes for a most appealing sea journey whether you be an avid gardener, birdwatcher or simply enjoy 
sailing past and visiting some of the most enchanting places in the world. The MS Serenissima is the perfect small 
ship for such a venture as, with a maximum of just 95 passengers and a fleet of nimble Zodiac craft, we can explore 
places otherwise inaccessible to the larger ships.

The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth, England. Embark this afternoon. A transfer will be 
provided from Portsmouth Harbour station to the port at a set time. 
Enjoy welcome drinks and dinner on board this evening as we set sail.

Day 2 Dartmouth. Early this morning we will sail along the River Dart 
to our anchorage off the town of Dartmouth. From here there will be 
a choice of excursions, and you may decide to visit ‘Greenway’, the 
wonderful historic house and garden that was once home to Agatha 
Christie. Visit the gardens, including the Camellia Garden, a wonderful 
place to sit and ponder on the history of the house and the notable 
residents and visitors that have included Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir Francis 
Drake. Alternatively, visit the 1920s country retreat of the D’Oyly Carte 
family at Coleton Fishacre. Lose yourself in the RHS accredited garden by 
the sea as we wander the paths through glades and past tranquil ponds. 
Meanwhile, the house interior is imbued with 1920s elegance and Art 
Deco features. Return to the ship for lunch and have some time at leisure 
In Dartmouth which will be taking part in the Mayflower 400 celebrations, 
commemorating the Pilgrim voyage to the Americas which departed from 
here in August 1620.

Day 3 Isles of Scilly. Spend the morning on traffic-free Tresco, walking its 
idyllic lanes from the beach to the famous sub-tropical Abbey Gardens. 
Defying the Atlantic weather, this miracle of a garden is home to more 
than 20,000 species of plants from over 80 countries. Enjoy time to wander 
at your own pace along the paths, maybe visit the Valhalla collection of 
ship figureheads from ships wrecked on the islands or relax in the cafe. 
After lunch we will tender ashore to Bryher, the smallest of the inhabited 
Isles of Scilly. Our naturalists will lead a number of guided walks along the 
tracks that cross the island amongst hedgerows and fields bursting with 
wildflowers. The active may wish to climb Watch Hill, where in the past 
islanders would keep watch for ships in distress or alternatively take a 
stroll to one of the beautiful beaches 

Day 4 Waterford, Ireland. From our berth in the town of Waterford we will 
drive to Mount Congreve, a spectacular woodland garden on the banks 
of the River Suir. This privately owned seventy acre garden has a collection 

Britain & Ireland in Bloom 
A springtime voyage visiting the gardens of England, Scotland, Ireland & Wales  
aboard the MS Serenissima with Guest Speaker Rosemary Legrand 
18th to 28th May 2020
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Castle Rushen, Isle of Man

Abbey Gardens, Tresco

Gardens of Achamore House, Gigha

Dartmouth

of over three thousand trees and shrubs and is particularly stunning in 
spring when the gardens are awash with magnificent sweeps of flowering 
azaleas, camellias, magnolias and rhododendrons. Enjoy time to walk the 
numerous paths bordered with wisterias or bluebells and visit the vantage 
points with views over the landscape and meadows beyond. Return to 
the MS Serenissima for lunch and enjoy an afternoon at leisure to explore 
Waterford independently.
 
Day 5 Portmeirion & Bodnant Garden, Wales. From our berth at 
Holyhead we will embark on a full day tour visiting Portmeirion, Sir 
Clough Williams-Ellis’ extraordinary Mediterranean village in the shadows 
of Snowdonia. After acquiring the site for Portmeirion in 1925 the village 
was developed over the next 50 years into a wonderfully eccentric style, 
while at all times staying in harmony with the natural surroundings. We 
will have free time to explore before driving through the magnificent 
landscape of the Snowdonia National Park and enjoying lunch in a local 
hotel. The afternoon will be spent at Bodnant Garden, situated above the 
River Conwy, where the gardens have stunning views across Snowdonia. 
Begun in 1875, Bodnant Garden is the creation of four generations of 
Aberconways and features huge Italianate terraces and formal lawns on its 
upper level, with a wooded valley, stream and wild garden below. There 
are dramatic colours throughout the season, with herbaceous borders, 
roses, hydrangeas, water lilies, and clematis that delight throughout the 
summer.

Day 6 Peel, Isle of Man. Arrive this morning on the Isle of Man where 
there will be a choice of excursions. Maybe take the trip to Tynwald Hill, 
located in the little village of St John’s. This grass-topped, tiered hill is 
made from the soil and stones from each of the island’s 17 parishes and 
is the point from which, each 5th July all the laws enacted in the year 
preceding are promulgated to the gathered government officials and 
the public at large, both in Manx and English languages. Continue to 
Castletown and the magnificent Castle Rushen, one of the best examples 
of a Medieval castle in Europe which was the former seat of the Kings 
and Lords of Mann. We end our tour at Castletown station and board the 
vintage steam train for a delightful and traditional journey to Douglas. 
Dating from 1874, the Isle of Man Steam Railway is the island’s oldest 
Victorian rail system and this narrow gauge railway still runs with its 
original locomotives and carriages. Alternatively, join a tour to the 16th 
century Milntown Estate. It was once the residence of the Christian family, 
of which the most famous is the HMS Bounty’s Fletcher Christian. Maybe 
spend some time inside the house before we explore the 15 acres of 

gardens and woodlands with rhododendrons, magnolias and camellias 
providing colour during the spring. Return to the MS Serenissima for 
lunch and enjoy an afternoon at leisure.

Day 7 Belfast, Northern Ireland. This morning we will make our way to 
the famous gardens at Mount Stewart which were planted in the 1920s 
by Edith, Lady Londonderry and are of international importance. The 
magnificent series of outdoor ‘rooms’ and vibrant parterres contain 
many rare plants that thrive in the mild climate of the Ards Peninsula. 
The formal areas exude a strong Mediterranean feel and resemble an 
Italian villa landscape; the wooded areas support a range of plants from 
all corners of the world which are particularly vibrant in spring. There will 
be time to explore the opulent house which reveals a fascinating heritage 
and historic world-famous artefacts and artwork. Do not leave without 
taking in the magnificent views of Strangford Lough from Temple of the 
Winds. Return to the ship for lunch and the afternoon is free to relax 
on board, explore the city of Belfast at your own pace or maybe take 
an independent visit the Titanic Experience. Located by the site of the 
ship’s construction, this museum tells the story of the Titanic from her 
conception through her construction and launch in 1911.

Day 8 Holy Loch & Isle of Bute, Scotland. Our first call in Scotland is the 
Cowal Peninsula where we find the magnificent Benmore Botanic Garden 
situated in a mountainside setting. During springtime, there is a blaze of 
colour as the 300 species of rhododendrons put on a spectacular display. 
Take time to walk the paths, see the Victorian Fernery and walk along 
Redwood Avenue, a line of 50 Sierra redwoods planted in 1862. During 
lunch we sail the short distance to the Isle of Bute where we will visit one 
of Britain’s most astounding Victorian Gothic mansions, Mount Stuart 
House. After the original building was destroyed by fire the mansion was 
rebuilt between 1880 and 1912 using the finest craftsmen of the time. 
After viewing the house, we will visit the wonderful grounds made up 
of over 300 acres of pasture, woodland and gardens combining exotic 
and native plants. Maybe enjoy one of the trails that pass through the 
woodland down to the shoreline or visit the Rock Garden and Kitchen 
Garden situated closer to the house. Alternatively, you may prefer to stay 
in Rothesay and explore the small town and its impressive 13th century 
castle.

Day 9 Arduaine & Jura. Sail this morning along the Argyll Coast to our 
anchorage at Ardfern. From here we will visit Arduaine Gardens a 20-acre 
woodland garden beside the sea. The garden enjoys the benefits from 

We will be visiting 
many of the gardens, 
estates and national 
parks when they 
are at their most 
appealing and the 
countryside will be 
lush and inviting.

“
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Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£4195
£4395
£4895
£5195
£5695
£6195
£6195
£4595

the warming effect of the North Atlantic Drift and is a paradise for plant 
lovers. Here you will see the magnificent collection of rhododendron 
species as well as azaleas, magnolias and many other shrubs and trees 
creating scents and splashes of colour throughout. Take a walk through 
the woodland to the coastal viewpoint and enjoy superb views of the 
Sound of Jura or just spend some time relaxing at the water garden. 
Return to the ship for lunch as we sail the short distance to Jura. 
Dominating the views of Jura are the three hills called ‘The Paps of Jura’, 
the highest being Beinn an Oir at 785 metres (2576 feet). We will go 
ashore at Craighouse and will be welcomed in the cooperage where we 
will be given an introduction to the Jura Distillery and an opportunity for 
a dram. Alternatively enjoy some free time to explore Craighouse, join 
one of the naturalists on a walk or join an island drive.

Day 10 Gigha & Colonsay. Gigha is a place apart; heather-covered 
hills, deserted beaches and a single lane verged with wildflowers that 
meander for some six miles between cottages and farms. Privately 
owned by its 120 inhabitants, it is a gem of a place and somewhere not 
easily forgotten. After landing by Zodiac, we will walk to the gardens of 
Achamore House where the Horlick family have created a lovely garden 
with their collection of azaleas, rhododendrons and exotic plants. Lying 
between Mull and Islay, we will spend the afternoon exploring the island 
of Colonsay, with her craggy, heather-backed hills and sparse woodland 
yet impressive array of plant and birdlife. Near Colonsay House, built in 
1722 by Malcolm MacNeil and bought by Lord Strathcona in 1904, we 
will visit the attractively dilapidated wooded gardens which protect the 
tiny, enigmatic 8th century St Oran’s Cross.

Day 11 Oban. Disembark this morning. Transfers will be provided to 
Glasgow Central Station and airport at a fixed time.

SHIP TO SHORE
 

This voyage is a combination of both expedition style cruising and small 
ship destination cruising. Whilst we will be alongside in some ports, on 
many days we will be at anchor and the vessel’s Zodiacs will be utilised 
for transport ashore. The use of the Zodiacs will therefore be key to the 
operation of the itinerary as shown. If you have any queries pertaining to 
the use of Zodiacs or the level of fitness required for this voyage please 
do not hesitate to ask one of our experienced travel consultants.

Portmeirion Village

PRICE INCLUDES: 10 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a 
full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch and 
dinner on board • Noble Caledonia onboard team including Guest 
Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

The Paps of Jura
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This unique expedition cruise is one of our most popular and will appeal to those 
who prefer their islands deserted, but with abundant bird and wildlife. True, Noble 

Caledonia can bring you all over the world, visiting all manner of exotic and wonderful 
places yet it is also true that some of the finest scenery, fascinating history and most 
endearing people are found close to home and nowhere is this truer than the islands off 
Scotland’s indented coastline which form stepping stones into the Atlantic. During this 
unique voyage, we will journey along rugged coastlines and visit once inhabited islands 
aboard the 95 passenger MS Serenissima, venturing far north to the Orkney and Shetland 
Islands, Faroe Islands and the Hebrides. We will witness vibrant colours and amazingly 
prolific birdlife, explore deserted villages and learn of the history and ancient culture of 
unique island life. 

Such a journey can of course only be undertaken by a special vessel with the self-
sufficient qualities of the MS Serenissima and with our Zodiacs we will be able to land 
on remote beaches and cruise close to shorelines and cliffs crowded with birdlife. Enabling us to land in remote 
places, the Zodiacs make the otherwise inaccessible readily available. Although we will set sail with a schedule, 
this will not be set in stone as these are perfect waters for expedition cruising and our Captain and expedition 
team will keep a flexible approach allowing for the opportunity to fully experience the unexpected whether it be a 
sighting of dolphins, a whale or any unusual event.

Atlantic Island Odyssey 
Explore the Hebrides & the Orkney, Shetland & Faroe Islands  
aboard the MS Serenissima 
7th to 19th June 2020
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The Itinerary

Callanish Standing Stones Puffins, Lunga

Noup Head, Westray Suduroy

Day 1 Aberdeen, Scotland. Embark the MS Serenissima this afternoon. 
Transfers will be provided from Aberdeen Airport and Station at a fixed 
time. Sail this evening to the Orkney Islands. 

Day 2 Westray, Orkney Islands. After a morning at sea we spend the 
afternoon in the Orkney Islands as we explore the islands to the north of 
the mainland. On Westray we will visit Noup Head, an RSPB reserve on 
the sea cliffs and home to up to 100,000 nesting seabirds. We also see 
Notland Castle, an incomplete fortress built in the 16th century by Gilbert 
Balfour, Sherif of Orkney during the reign of Mary Queen of Scots, whilst in 
the main village of Pierowall we find the Westray Heritage Centre housing 
Neolithic carvings. 

Day 3 Fair Isle & Mousa. This morning we anchor off the remote island 
of Fair Isle. Located midway between the Shetland and Orkney islands, 
the tiny population of sixty or so islanders always extend us a warm 
welcome. Enjoy a walk across the island, perhaps visiting the Bird 
Observatory, searching out the puffin slopes, visit the community hall 
for a cup of tea or maybe purchase some of the famous knitwear. Return 
to the ship for lunch before we sail the short distance to Mousa to see 
the 40 foot defensive tower built by the Picts more than 2000 years ago, 
and the tallest, best preserved example of an Iron Age broch (tower) in 
Britain.

Day 4 Lerwick. From the Shetland capital, we will visit the remarkable 
archaeological site of Jarlshof. The site was uncovered by a violent 
storm in the winter of 1896/7, revealing an extraordinary settlement 
site embracing at least 5000 years of human history. The site contains 
a remarkable sequence of stone structures – late Neolithic houses, a 
Bronze- Age village, an Iron-Age broch and wheelhouses, several Norse 
longhouse, a Medieval farmstead, and the 16th century laird’s house. 
Return to the ship for lunch and enjoy a free afternoon to explore this 
historic port. Perhaps wander through its narrow stone lanes or maybe visit 
the excellent Shetland Museum, containing artefacts from shipwrecks and 
the whaling era. Tonight we will be entertained by local musicians as we 
overnight in port.

Day 5 Fetlar & Unst, Shetland Islands. We continue our exploration of 
the Shetlands with our visits to the northern islands of Fetlar and Unst. 
Fetlar has been inhabited for over 5000 years and the island lays claim 

to being the first Norse landing site in the Shetlands. Known as the 
most fertile of the Shetland Islands, the wildflowers bring colour to the 
landscape whilst the birdlife on the island is prolific. Our expedition 
team will lead walks ashore including the Fetlar Interpretative Centre 
and Museum where we will learn about the wildlife and archaeological 
history of the island. Over lunch we sail to Unst, Britain’s most northerly 
inhabited island and at the Heritage Centre we will learn about the 
islanders’ struggles over the centuries and the industries that have 
prospered whilst the Unst Boat Haven is dedicated to the history of 
the island’s distinctive wooden boats which descend from Viking craft. 
We also visit Saxa Vord with views over Hermaness National Nature 
Reserve and Muckle Flugga stacks and home to thousands of gannets 
and puffins as well as rare Arctic-alpine plants. 

Day 6 Torshavn, Faroe Islands. After a morning at sea we make our 
first call in the Faroes on Torshavn. From our berth we will join a guided 
tour through Torshavn over the hills to Kirkjubour, the island’s oldest 
cultural centre, where we see the ruins of the 13th century St. Magnus 
Cathedral and the 11th century church, still in use. We also visit the 
900-year old “Roykstovan”, the old bishopric, considered to be the 
oldest wooden house in Europe. For the more active we will arrange 
a hike in the hills surrounding the town to discover the local flora and 
fauna. 

Day 7 Vestmanna. Vestmanna is our base for today as we explore the 
northwest corner of Streymoy and the nearby cliffs. Here we will board 
local boats to explore these vertical cliffs that climb almost 1500 feet, 
sailing into grottos carved by the surf over the years and watching 
the thousands of seabirds including puffins, guillemots, fulmars and 
kittiwakes that nest here each summer. After lunch on board, we 
will drive to the beautiful village of Saksun, an isolated settlement 
situated beneath steep majestic mountains. We visit Duvugaroar, an 
old farmhouse, which is now a museum and visit a traditional Faeroese 
wooden church in Kollafjord. 

Day 8 Suduroy. Suduroy, the southernmost island of the group is our 
base for the morning. From the port of Tvoroyri we have a choice of 
activities. Choose to join an island drive passing the beautiful scenery 
as we drive between the villages seeing the stunning geology, fjords, 
tunnels and architecture of the island and end at the southernmost 

During this unique 
voyage, we will 
journey along 
rugged coastlines 
and visit once 
inhabited islands.
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Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£4995
£5195
£5695
£5995
£6395
£6795
£6795
£6495

point and the Akraberg lighthouse. In Porkeri we will take the ridge-top 
road which winds up the mountainside for wonderful views towards the 
steep cliffs on the west coast, the Beinisvoro promontory to the north and 
the luscious grass slopes to the east. To locals, this delivers the essence 
of the Faroe Islands with mountains and fjords, villages and valleys, birds, 
sheep and nature. Alternatively, the active may wish to join a hike to 
Hvaanhagi, a beautiful, uninhabited place north of Tvoroyri on the east 
coast of Suduroy. The view is fantastic towards the three islands Litla 
Dímun, Stora Dimun and Skuvoy. There are sheep and birds, a valley with 
a lake and beautiful high mountains. 
 
Day 9 St Kilda, Outer Hebrides. Cruise past two of the largest gannetries in 
the world at Stac Lee and Berneray. These impressive stacs rise 170 metres 
from the sea and are home to up to 60,000 breeding pairs of northern 
gannet. Later this morning we continue onto St Kilda, a remarkable 
uninhabited archipelago some fifty miles beyond the Outer Hebrides. 
Dominated by the highest cliffs and sea stacks in Britain, Hirta, St Kilda’s 
main island was occupied on and off for at least two thousand years, with 
the last 36 Gaelic speaking inhabitants evacuated at their own request 
in 1930. Immediately after the evacuation, the island was bought by the 
Marquess of Bute to protect the island’s thousands of seabirds including 
puffin and fulmars, and in 1957 it was bequeathed to The National Trust for 
Scotland. St Kilda is one of the only two dozen UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites with dual status reflecting its natural and cultural significance. The 
local ranger will join us on board before our expedition staff lead a number 
of guided walks on the island.

Day 10 Isle of Lewis & Shiant Islands, Outer Hebrides. Arrive today on 
the Isle of Lewis. On leaving the island capital of Stornoway, we will head 
across the island to the beautiful west coast. Described as Scotland’s 
Stonehenge, the Callanish Standing Stones date from around 3000 BC. 
There are a total of 32 stones in a circular and avenue design. The stones 
stand like a petrified forest on the flat top of a peninsula which reaches 
out into East Loch Roag. We also visit the Dun Carloway Pictish Broch, 
probably built sometime in the last century BC, it would have served as an 
occasionally defensible residence for an extended family complete with 
accommodation for animals at ground floor level. Our final stop is the 
Gearrannan Blackhouse Village – a reconstructed settlement of traditional 
black houses which were made using dry stone masonry and have 
thatched roofs, distinctively weighted down with rocks. Visit the small 
museum, enjoy a display of a typical crofting activity such as weaving 
and take in the views of this dramatic site on the wild Atlantic coast. This 
afternoon we will board the Zodiacs for a cruise around the spectacular 
basalt cliffs of the Shiant Islands, a group of little islands located a few 
miles off the shores of Lewis. This is an excellent place to spot puffins, 
razorbills, guillemots, seals and hopefully white-tailed eagles. 

Day 11 Loch Scavaig & Canna, Inner Hebrides. Arrive this morning to 
lovely Loch Scavaig on the island of Skye. Just beyond is the freshwater 
Loch Corruisk with its breathtakingly beautiful view over the Cuillins. This is 
great walking country, but for those who prefer a less energetic afternoon 
our Zodiacs will explore the coast looking out for seals. Over lunch we will 
sail to Canna. Strategically placed between the mountains of Rum and 

Loch Scavaig

PRICE INCLUDES: 12 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full 
board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch and dinner  
on board • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore excursions  
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

the Outer Hebrides, the island of Canna and its adjoining neighbour 
Sanday are bound together like some rare text that reveals over 60 million 
years of Hebridean geology and history. They have an amazingly rich 
archaeological landscape with remains dating to all periods of settled 
occupation in Scotland. Canna is run as a single farm and bird sanctuary 
by the National Trust for Scotland and enjoys the best harbour in the Small 
Isles, a horn shaped haven. The fertile soil and its diversity of habitats 
mean that the island has an incredibly rich plant life with 248 native 
flowering plants recorded. We will see Canna House, and wander across 
grassy basalt plateaus to the 600-foot cliffs on the north shore. 

Day 12 Iona, Staffa & Lunga. Awake this morning at Iona which has been 
occupied for thousands of years and has been a place of pilgrimage and 
Christian worship for several centuries. It was to this flat, Hebridean island 
that St Columba fled from Ireland in 563 and established a monastery. 
Here his followers were responsible for the conversion of much of pagan 
Scotland and Northern England. No less than 62 Scottish Kings are buried 
in the Abbey. Visit the Abbey or perhaps walk along the white sandy 
beaches or go in search of the corncrake amongst the irises. Later today 
we hope to drop anchor off Staffa, the south side where the perpendicular 
rock face features an imposing series of black basalt columns, known 
as the Colonnade, which has been cut by the sea into cathedralesque 
caverns, most notably Fingal’s Cave. Weather permitting, we will use 
our Zodiacs to explore closer. Northwest of Staffa lie the Treshnish Isles, 
an archipelago of uninhabited volcanic islets. The island of Lunga is the 
largest of the Treshnish Isles in Argyll and Bute. Of volcanic origin, Lunga 
has been described as ‘a green jewel in a peacock sea’ and is a summer 
nesting-place for hundreds of seabirds.

Day 13 Oban. Disembark this morning after breakfast. Transfers will 
be provided to Glasgow International Airport and Central Station at a 
fixed time.

Iona
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Here is a voyage for those who want to see nature in the raw and one 
which combines an in-depth exploration of the remote and little 

visited Faroe Islands with time spent exploring Iceland, one of the most 
extraordinary and dramatic lands on the planet.

We set sail from Oban, enjoying the opportunity to visit St Kilda before 
sailing north to the Faroe Islands. Once a stopping point for Viking 
explorers, this mysterious collection of 18 islands set in the North 
Atlantic, halfway between Norway and Iceland, is a paradise for walkers 
and bird watchers. The intriguing history of the islands can be traced back to 
the Irish monks who settled here in the 6th century and the 9th century seafaring 
explorers who traversed the North Sea and claimed Orkney, the Shetland Islands, 
Iceland and Greenland. Here, a highlight will be seeing the many puffins and other sea 
birds nesting and we will spend three days exploring the villages and rolling hills of these 
distant isles before venturing further north to Iceland.

Whilst in Iceland we will witness the immense scale of the landscape dominated by 
towering snow-capped mountains, thundering waterfalls and spontaneous erupting geysers 
as we learn of the centuries old legacies of a Viking and Norse heritage. Europe’s least populated country offers the 
visitor a truly unparalleled experience of elemental forces at work. We will visit some of its most dramatic areas and, 
whilst we sail its waters, will look out for humpback whales, orcas, white-beaked dolphins and observe the colonies  
of seabirds.

Such a journey can of course only be taken by a small ship and with the use of our nimble Zodiacs we can get up close 
to nature and explore some of the most remote and untouched places. With just under 100 travelling companions, the 
atmosphere on board is warm and friendly and ashore with our local experts we will divide into small groups thereby 
enjoying a more comprehensive and peaceful experience.

Passage North 
A voyage from Scotland to Iceland including the Faroe Islands with  
Guest Speaker Ragnar Hauksson aboard the MS Serenissima 
19th June to 1st July 2020
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Passage N
orth

The Itinerary

A journey like 
this can only be 
undertaken by a 
small ship and with 
the use of our nimble 
Zodiacs we can get 
up close to nature 
and explore some of 
the most remote and 
untouched places. 

Snaefellsnes Peninsula

 Torshavn

Day 1 Oban, Scotland. Embark the MS Serenissima this afternoon. 
Transfers will be provided from Glasgow Airport and Glasgow Central 
Station at a fixed time. Sail early this evening. 

Day 2 St Kilda & Stac Lee. Awake this morning in St Kilda, a remarkable 
uninhabited archipelago some fifty miles beyond the Outer Hebrides. 
Dominated by the highest cliffs and sea stacks in Britain, Hirta, St Kilda’s 
main island was occupied on and off for at least two thousand years, with 
the last 36 Gaelic speaking inhabitants evacuated at their own request 
in 1930. Immediately after the evacuation, the island was bought by the 
Marquess of Bute to protect the island’s thousands of seabirds including 
puffin and fulmars, and in 1957 it was bequeathed to The National Trust 
for Scotland. St Kilda is one of only two dozen UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites with dual status reflecting its natural and cultural significance. The 
local ranger will join us on board before our expedition staff lead a 
number of guided walks on the island. Later, cruise past one of the largest 
gannetries in the world, Stac Lee.

Day 3 Suduroy, Faroe Islands. Over lunch we will arrive at Suduroy, the 
southernmost island of the Faroe Islands. From the port of Tvoroyri we have 
a choice of activities. Choose to join an island drive passing the beautiful 
scenery as we drive between the villages seeing the stunning geology, 
fjords, tunnels and architecture of the island and end at the southernmost 
point and the Akraberg lighthouse. In Porkeri we will take the ridge-top 
road which winds up the mountainside for wonderful views towards the 
steep cliffs on the west coast, the Beinisvoro promontory to the north and 
the luscious grass slopes to the east. To locals, this delivers the essence 
of the Faroe Islands with mountains and fjords, villages and valleys, birds, 
sheep and nature. Alternatively, the active may wish to join a hike to 
Hvaanhagi, a beautiful, uninhibited place north of Tvoroyri on the east coast 
of Suduroy. The view is fantastic towards the three islands Litla Dímun, Stora 
Dimun and Skuvoy. 

Day 4 Torshavn, Streymoy. From our berth this morning we will join a 
guided tour through Torshavn over the hills to Kirkjubour, the island’s 
oldest cultural centre, where we see the ruins of the 13th century St. 
Magnus Cathedral and the 11th century church, still in use. We also visit 
the 900-year old “Roykstovan”, the old bishopric, considered to be the 
oldest wooden house in Europe. For the more active we will arrange a 
hike in the hills surrounding the town to discover the local flora and fauna. 

Myvatn-Krafla area Vatnajokull glacier

After lunch on board, we will drive to the beautiful village of Saksun, 
an isolated settlement situated beneath steep majestic mountains. We 
visit Duvugaroar, an old farmhouse, which is now a museum and visit a 
traditional Faeroese wooden church in Kollafjord. 

Day 5 Vestmanna. Vestmanna is our base this morning as we explore the 
northwest corner of Streymoy and the nearby cliffs. We will board local 
boats to explore the vertical cliffs that climb almost 1500 feet, sailing into 
grottos carved by the surf over the years and watching the thousands of 
seabirds including puffins, guillemots, fulmars and kittiwakes that nest 
here each summer. Return to the ship for lunch and an afternoon sailing 
towards Iceland. 

Day 6 Hofn, Iceland. Today we will see the shimmering white Vatnajokull 
Glacier, Europe’s largest glacier, sometimes called an icecap. The 600 
metre thick ice surmounts active volcanoes, one of which erupted in 
1996, creating a crater on the surface of the glacier, a most unusual 
phenomenon. We will drive to the otherworldly glacial lagoon of 
Jokulsarlon, a dramatic drive through some of the finest scenery that 
Iceland offers. Once we reach Jokulsarlon, the 100 metre deep glacial 
river lagoon which is full of large icebergs, carved from the glacier 
Breioamerkurjokull, we will embark on a cruise on the pristine water, 
sailing in between the blue, white and black ice. 

Day 7 Neskaupstadur & Mjoifjordur. Enjoy the benefits of our small 
ship as we explore the lesser known fjords in the south east of Iceland. 
This morning we hope to land at the small town at Neskaupstadur for a 
chance to visit the excellent museum which features the local art gallery, 
Museum of Natural History and Maritime Museum. The more active can 
hike to the avalanche barriers behind the town, offering great views of the 
surrounding areas. This afternoon we cruise through Mjoifjordur where we 
can enjoy the wilderness of this remote area.

Day 8 Husavik. Over breakfast we arrive in Husavik, known as the whale 
capital of Iceland. There will be a choice of excursions to choose from. 
Using local boats explore Skjalfandi Bay looking for one of the 15 species 
of whales, the most popular being humpback, minke and blue whales, as 
well as white beaked dolphins and many different kinds of birds. There will 
be also be time to explore the pretty town including the excellent whale 
museum, the exploration museum and quaint local church. Alternatively, 
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If you would like to spend some time in Reykjavik after disembarking 
the MS Serenissima, we are offering a two night optional extension 
staying at a centrally located hotel on a bed and breakfast basis. 
During your stay there will be a half day Reykjavik city orientation 
tour and a full day tour to the Golden Circle including the Geysir 
geothermal area, Gullfoss Waterfall and Thingvellir National Park. 

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin: £775
Single: £1145

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Reykjavik on a bed 
and breakfast basis, full day Golden Circle tour, half day city tour, Tour 
Manager, transfers.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Post-Cruise Reykjavik Extension
1st to 3rd July 2020 

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel from 
Reykjavik to London • 12 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full 
board basis  • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch and dinner 
on board • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia onboard team 
including Guest Speaker • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£5295
£5495
£6095
£6595
£7095
£8395
£8395
£6595 

£4995
£5195
£5795
£6295
£6795
£8095
£8095
£6295

visit the Lake Myvatn-Krafla area, a fine example of the volcanic world 
with lava fields, boiling and steaming mud pools and steam vents of 
sulphur and craters. The area illustrates the sheer magnitude of Iceland’s 
forces at work. The lake itself, with beautiful natural rock formations and 
hot springs, is also a unique ecosystem and the largest migratory bird 
sanctuary in Europe. There will be the opportunity to spend some time in 
the natural baths before returning to the ship. 

Day 9 Grimsey Island & Siglufjordur. Spend the morning on Grimsey 
Island and join the expedition team for a nature walk on the island. The 
Arctic Circle bisects this island which is known for its tiny community, 
basalt cliffs and large variety of birdlife. Over lunch we will sail to 
Siglufjordur, a picturesque town that enjoys an idyllic setting in a small 
fjord backed by mountains. Here in the early 1900s, a booming economy 
due to the herring industry resulted in a prosperous town with some 
marvellous Icelandic architecture. Stroll through the town and visit the 
Herring Era Museum. Be on deck early this evening as we sail down 
Eyafjordur, on the lookout for whales, during our approach to Akureyri.

Day 10 Akureyri & Hrisey Island. Akureyri is a delightful town on the 
north coast of Iceland and not what you would expect to find in such 
a remote location. In summer months the gardens and window boxes 
are ablaze with colour. On a morning tour we visit the spectacular 
Godafoss Waterfall where water from the river Skjalfandafljot falls from 
a height of 12 metres over a width of 30 metres. From Godafoss we 
return to the charming town of Akureyri and visit the botanical garden 
which was founded in 1912 and grows examples of every species 
indigenous to Iceland as well as an extensive collection of high-latitude 
and high-altitude plants from around the world. Our tour ends at the 
Art Alley, where artisans keep their workshops and galleries. Return to 
the ship for lunch and sail to Hrisey Island this afternoon where you can 
join nature walks. The island is known for its rich and diverse bird life 
and approximately 40 species of birds nest on the island. 

Day 11 Hornbjarg & Vigur Island. In the early morning we will arrive 
at the Hornbjarg Cliffs. These stunning cliffs rise 534 metres from the 
sea and are one of the largest centres for puffins in Iceland. We will use 
our ship to view this wonderful sight before continuing to the Western 
Fjords, an isolated but spectacular area of Iceland. Arriving in the early 
afternoon we will explore Isafjardardjup with the MS Serenissima and 
depending on local weather conditions, we hope to land on Vigur, a 
serene little island with only five residents but home to many more 
puffins, eider ducks, black guillemots and Arctic terns. We can also visit 
Iceland’s only extant windmill dating from the 19th century.

Day 12 Latrabjarg & Stykissholmur. During breakfast we will cruise past 
the Latrabjarg cliffs, the westernmost point of Europe and home to a 
huge number of birds including puffins, northern gannets, guillemots 
and razorbills. Later on we sail to Stykkisholmur located in Breidafjordur 
Bay and surrounded by an archipelago of islands. The town is famed 
for its beautiful and well preserved old houses and is also the gateway 
to the Snaefellsnes Peninsula which is dominated by the Snæfellsjokull 
volcano, regarded as one of the symbols of Iceland and known as 
the setting for Jules Verne’s “Journey to the Centre of the Earth”. An 
afternoon tour will drive through the lava landscape to the glacier 
visiting pretty fishing ports and beaches along the way or spend the 
afternoon at leisure in the town. 

Day 13 Reykjavik to London. Disembark after breakfast and transfer to 
the airport for your scheduled flight to London.

Siglufjordur

Flight from Glasgow: If you would like us to book a flight from 
London Heathrow to Glasgow to join the cruise on 19th June, we 
can do so at a cost of £105 per person (subject to availability).

Vigur Island Puffin
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Iceland is without doubt one of the most extraordinary 
and dramatic lands on the planet and we are offering the 

opportunity to join this unique itinerary combining the ‘Land 
of Ice and Fire’ with visits to the Faroe Islands, Shetland 
Islands and Orkney Islands. During our summer expedition 
we will explore some magnificent landscapes and learn more 
of the centuries old legacies of a Viking and Norse heritage. 

Setting sail from Reykjavik our voyage takes us to some of 
Iceland’s stunning landscapes from huge ice-caps and glaciers 
to active volcanoes, gurgling mud pools, steaming hot springs 
and lava fields. Witness the immense scale of the landscape 
dominated by towering snow-capped mountains and thundering 
waterfalls and spontaneous erupting geysers as we learn of the 
centuries old legacies of a Viking and Norse heritage.

We continue on to the wild and ruggedly beautiful 
landscapes of the Faroe Islands which are a paradise for 
walkers and bird watchers. The history of the islands can 
be traced back to the Irish monks who settled here in the 
6th century and the 9th century seafaring explorers who 
traversed the North Sea and claimed Orkney, the Shetland 
Islands, Iceland and Greenland. Continuing our journey 
south we also call into the Shetland Islands where we will 
explore Britain’s most northerly inhabited island and the 
remarkable archaeological site of Jarlshof. Our last day of 
exploration is spent in the Orkney Islands where we will visit 
Noup Head, an RSPB reserve on the sea cliffs and home to 
up to 100,000 nesting seabirds.

A journey by small ship is the ideal way to get up close  
to nature and explore areas inaccessible to larger vessels  
and an expedition such as this can only be undertaken by  
a special vessel with the self-sufficient qualities of the  
MS Serenissima. With her expert team and fleet of Zodiacs 
we will be able to land on remote beaches and cruise close  
to shorelines and cliffs crowded with birdlife. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Reykjavik, Iceland. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and embark. Set sail this evening.

Day 2 Latrabjarg & Vigur Island. During breakfast we will cruise past 
the Latrabjarg cliffs, the westernmost point of Europe and home to a 
huge number of birds including puffins, northern gannets, guillemots 
and razorbills. After lunch on board we explore Isafjardardjup with the  
MS Serenissima and, depending on local weather conditions, we hope 
to land on Vigur, a serene little island with only five residents but home 
to many more puffins, eider ducks, black guillemots and Arctic terns. 
We can also visit Iceland’s only extant windmill dating from the 19th 
century. 

Day 3 Grimsey Island & Siglufjordur. This morning we head to 
Grimsey Island where there will be time to enjoy a nature walk on 
the island. The Arctic Circle bisects Grimsey which is known for its 
tiny community, basalt cliffs and large variety of birdlife. After lunch 
we arrive to Siglufjordur, a picturesque town that enjoys an idyllic 
setting in a small fjord backed by mountains. Here in the early 
1900s, a booming economy due to the herring industry resulted in a 
prosperous town with some marvellous Icelandic architecture. Stroll 
through the town and visit the Herring Era Museum.

Day 4 Akureyri. This delightful town on the north coast of Iceland 
is not what you would expect to find in such a remote location. In 
summer months the gardens and window boxes are ablaze with colour. 
On a morning tour we visit the spectacular Godafoss Waterfall where 
water from the river Skjalfandafljot falls from a height of 12 metres over 
a width of 30 metres. From Godafoss we return to the charming town 
of Akureyri and visit the botanical garden which was founded in 1912 
and grows examples of every species indigenous to Iceland as well as 
an extensive collection of high-latitude and high-altitude plants from 
around the world. Our tour ends at the Art Alley, where artisans keep 
their workshops and galleries. You can then choose to either return to 
the ship for lunch and enjoy a free afternoon in the town or continue 
to the Lake Myvatn-Krafla area which is a fine example of the volcanic 
world with lava fields, boiling and steaming mud pools and steam 
vents of sulphur and craters. The area illustrates the sheer magnitude 
of Iceland’s forces at work. The lake itself, with beautiful natural rock 
formations and hot springs, is also a unique ecosystem and the largest 
migratory bird sanctuary in Europe. We will offer time in the natural 
baths before returning to the ship later this afternoon.

Epic Iceland 
An exploration of Iceland, the Faroe Islands and the Scottish Isles with  
Guest Speaker Ragnar Hauksson aboard the MS Serenissima 
1st to 13th July 2020
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Epic Iceland

Humpback whale breaching

Vigur Island

Myvatn-Krafla area

Day 5 Husavik. Over breakfast we arrive in Husavik, known as the whale 
capital of Iceland. This morning we will use local boats to explore 
Skjalfandi Bay looking for one of the 15 species of whales, the most 
popular being humpback, minke and blue whales, as well as white 
beaked dolphins and many different kinds of birds. After lunch on board 
we have the afternoon to explore the pretty town including time at the 
excellent whale museum, the exploration museum and quaint local 
church.

Day 6 Seydisfjordur. This morning we arrive at the natural harbour of 
Seydisfjordur which has preserved its fishing heritage from the early 
19th century and its architectural style. Either enjoy a morning at leisure 
to explore independently or for the keen walkers there will be the 
opportunity to join an energetic hike up the river trail through a verdant 
landscape of wildflowers. Sail this afternoon towards the Faroe Islands. 

Day 7 Torshavn, Streymoy, Faroe Islands. After a morning at sea we 
arrive this afternoon in Streymoy. After lunch on board join a guided tour 
through Torshavn over the hills to Kirkjubour, the island’s oldest cultural 
centre, where we see the ruins of the 13th century St. Magnus Cathedral 
and the 11th century church, still in use. We also visit the 900-year old 
“Roykstovan”, the old bishopric, considered to be the oldest wooden 
house in Europe. For the more active we will arrange a hike in the hills 
surrounding the town to discover the local flora and fauna. 

Day 8 Vestmanna. Vestmanna is our base for today as we discover the 
northwest corner of Streymoy and the nearby cliffs. This morning we 
will board local boats to explore the vertical cliffs that climb almost 
1500 feet, sailing into grottos carved by the surf over the years and 
watching the thousands of sea birds including puffins, guillemots, 
fulmars and kittiwakes that nest here each summer. After lunch on board 
we will drive to the beautiful village of Saksun, an isolated settlement 
situated beneath steep majestic mountains. Call at Duvugaroar, an old 
farmhouse, which is now a museum and visit a traditional Faeroese 
wooden church in Kollafjord.

Day 9 Muckle Flugga & Unst, Shetland Islands. After a morning at 
sea we reach the Shetland Islands in the early afternoon. We will cruise 
around Muckle Flugga, a small rocky island home to thousands of 
gannets and puffins as well as rare arctic-alpine plants, before arriving in 
Unst at lunchtime. Unst is Britain’s most northerly inhabited island and 
at the Heritage Centre we will learn about the islanders struggles over 

Latrabjarg Island

Godafoss Falls

During this 
expedition we 
will explore 
some magnificent 
landscapes and 
learn more of 
the centuries old 
legacies of a Viking 
and Norse heritage.
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Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£5395
£5645
£6295
£6745
£7295
£8495
£8495
£6795

£5095
£5345
£5995
£6445
£6995
£8195
£8195
£6495

the centuries and the industries that have prospered whilst the Unst Boat 
Haven is dedicated to the history of the islands distinctive wooden boats 
which descend from Viking craft. We also visit Saxa Vord with views over 
Hermaness National Nature Reserve and Muckle Flugga stacks.

Day 10 Lerwick. From the Shetland capital we will visit the remarkable 
archaeological site of Jarlshof. The site was uncovered by a violent 
storm in the winter of 1896/7, revealing an extraordinary settlement 
site embracing at least 5000 years of human history. The site contains 
a remarkable sequence of stone structures – late Neolithic houses, a 
Bronze- Age village, an Iron-Age broch and wheelhouses, several Norse 
longhouse, a Medieval farmstead, and the 16th century laird’s house. 
Return to the ship for lunch and enjoy a free afternoon to explore this 
historic port. Tonight, we will be entertained by local musicians as we 
overnight in port.

Day 11 Mousa & Fair Isle. This morning we sail the short distance to 
Mousa to see the 40 foot defensive tower built by the Picts more than 
2000 years ago, and the tallest, best preserved example of an Iron Age 
broch (tower) in Britain. Return to the ship for lunch before we anchor 
off the remote island of Fair Isle in the early afternoon. Located midway 
between the Shetland and Orkney islands, the tiny population of sixty or 
so islanders always extend us a warm welcome. Enjoy a walk across the 
island, perhaps visiting the Bird Observatory, searching out the puffin 
slopes, visit the community hall for a cup of tea or maybe purchase some 
of the famous knitwear.

Day 12 Westray, Orkney Islands. Spend the morning in the Orkney Islands 
as we explore the islands to the north of the mainland. On Westray we 
will visit Noup Head, an RSPB reserve on the sea cliffs and home to up 
to 100,000 nesting seabirds. We also see Notland Castle, an incomplete 
fortress built in the 16th century by Gilbert Balfour, Mary Queen of Scots 
Sherif of Orkney whilst in the main village of Pierowall we find the Westray 
Heritage Centre housing Neolithic carvings. Return to the ship for lunch 
and spend a relaxing final afternoon at sea as we return to the Scottish 
mainland.

Day 13 Aberdeen, Scotland. Disembark after breakfast. Transfers will be 
provided to the train station and Aberdeen Airport at a fixed time.

Unst, Shetland Islands

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel from 
London to Reykjavik • 12 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a 
full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch and 
dinner on board • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Flight from Aberdeen: If you would like us to book a flight from 
Aberdeen to London Heathrow after the cruise on 13th July we 
can do so at a cost of £105 per person (subject to availability).

If you would like to spend some time in Reykjavik before embarking 
the MS Serenissima, we are offering a two night optional extension 
staying at a centrally located hotel on a bed and breakfast basis. 
During your stay there will be a half day Reykjavik city orientation 
tour and a full day tour to the Golden Circle including the Geysir 
geothermal area, Gullfoss Waterfall and Thingvellir National Park. 

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin: £775
Single: £1145

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Reykjavik on a bed 
and breakfast basis, full day Golden Circle tour, half day city tour, Tour 
Manager, transfers. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Pre-Cruise Reykjavik Extension
29th June to 1st July 2020 

Jarlshof
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The Itinerary
Day 1 Aberdeen, Scotland. Embark the MS Serenissima this afternoon. 
Transfers will be provided from Aberdeen Airport and Aberdeen Railway 
Station at a fixed time. Sail this evening. 

Day 2 At Sea. Relax on board as we sail across the North Sea to Norway. 
Maybe join a lecture in the lounge or find a spot on deck. 

Day 3 Kragero, Norway. Surrounded by nearly 500 islands and skerries, 
Kragero is a charming town in the region of Telemark and a popular 
summer retreat. This morning we will head inland to the Telemark 
Canal. When completed in 1892, after five years of construction, it was 
described as the ‘eighth wonder of the world’. We will join one of the 
local boats as they transit the 18 locks, lifting the ship 72 metres above 
sea level and enjoy the changing scenery as we travel from the sea to the 
mountains. Returning to Kragero for lunch we have the afternoon free to 
explore the downtown area. 

Hidden Baltic & Scandinavia
A voyage from Aberdeen to Stockholm with Guest Speakers Major JGH Corrigan 
& Imogen Corrigan aboard the MS Serenissima 
13th to 28th July 2020

Day 4 Skagen, Denmark. On our morning excursion we begin with 
a visit to the biggest attractions of this region, Grenen. Denmark’s 
northernmost point hosts a unique natural phenomenon. Here two 
seas, the Kattegat and the Skagerak, meet. Grenen is a spit formation 
consisting of deposited sand and gravel carried along by the strong 
currents and over the last 100 years, this barrier has increased in 
length by one kilometre. As the large beach expanse, Grenen is 
constantly moving, there are frequent occurrences of lagoons.  From 
here we continue to the Sanded Church. The church, named after 
Saint Laurence, the seafarer’s and Skagen’s patron saint, was probably 
built in the 14th century and was at that time the largest church in 
the region. The sand drift began in the 16th century and reached the 
church at the end of the 18th century. In the end, the congregation 
had to dig their way into the church. The struggle against the sand 
continued until 1795 when the church was closed by royal decree. 
Today, only the tower of the ancient church is visible. We end our 
excursion with a drive to the old quarters of Skagen before returning 
to the vessel and, after lunch on board, the remainder of the afternoon 
is free to explore independently. 

Day 5 Fredericia, Denmark. Arrive today in the heart of Denmark as we 
dock in the historic port of Fredericia. Built in 1650 by King Frederick 
III, the city still has some of Northern Europe’s best preserved ramparts 
which today form a park around the city. Fredericia’s central location 
opens up the regions of Jutland and Odense and this morning we 
have a choice of excursions. Either choose to drive to the west coast of 
Jutland where, during World War II, the German forces constructed 5000 
kilometres of coastal fortifications and over 200 bunkers to protect from 
allied invasions. One of the largest bunkers was at Tirpitz and today it 
has been developed into a museum showcasing the impact of the war 
on the region but also the local history. Alternatively, visit the fairytale 
Egeskov Castle. Built in 1554 it is one of the best preserved Renaissance 
moat castles in Europe and is surrounded by one of Denmark’s finest 
gardens. Spend the morning exploring the rooms of the castle and see 
remarkable Titania’s Palace dolls house, made up of over 3000 individual 
components or wandering through the gardens paths. Return to the 
ship for lunch and the afternoon is free to explore independently.    

Day 6 Wismar, Germany. The Medieval town of Wismar was a major 
trading centre of the Hanseatic League in the 14th and 15th centuries 
before coming under Swedish rule in the 17th century for approximately 
200 years. Today the small, photogenic city is a lovely place to explore 
the cobbled streets and picturesque old harbour. It is also our base for a 
visit to one of Germany’s most decorative castles in Schwerin, the capital 
of Mecklenburg. After a relaxing lake cruise we will visit the grand 
residence of the former Dukes of Mecklenburg gaining an insight into 
the ancestors and royalty of Mecklenburg Western Pomerania. While 
here, enjoy viewing the lovely painted oil canvasses and admire intricate 
wooden carvings and inlays in this fairy-tale castle museum. We return to 
the ship for lunch followed by an afternoon at leisure in Wismar.

Day 7 Bornholm & Christianso, Denmark. Over breakfast we arrive 
on Bornholm. Peaceful and scenic, Bornholm Island is a mixture of 
wheat fields, forest and an attractive coast dotted with fishing villages. 
On an island drive we will see a 12th century round church and visit 
the town of Gudhjen where we can sample the smoked herring. Also 
see Hammerhus Castle offering fantastic views of the island’s rugged 
coastline. Over lunch we sail to the tiny island of Christianso. Here, 
we see the old fortress of King Christian V and learn about the island’s 
past including its history as an island prison. Please note that we will 
be at anchor today and will use Zodiacs to go ashore should weather 
conditions permit. 

The long sunny days of a Baltic summer are legendary 
and the perfect time to witness the spectacle of 

colour and joy that the sun brings to this northern world 
which, bordered by diverse kingdoms and republics in a 
relatively contained area, is ideally suited to exploration 
by ship. Whether it be the grandeur of St Petersburg and its 
surrounding country estates, the fascinating Baltic states and 
their capitals with marvellously untouched Medieval quarters 
or the sheer delight of small Scandinavian ports with their 
unique architecture, the Baltic offers a real cornucopia of 
delights which are all accessible from the comfort of the  
MS Serenissima. 

With over twenty years of experience operating cruises in this 
region, we believe we have the most perfectly balanced cruise. 
Whilst not forsaking our old time favourites such as Tallinn and 
St Petersburg we also visit some smaller ports such as Kragero 
and Fredericia which the big cruise vessels are unable to access. 
These well-hidden treasures include the islands of Christianso 
and Bornholm in Denmark, Visby on the Swedish island of 
Gotland, a UNESCO World Heritage Site fortified by well-
preserved 13th century walls and Kotka in Finland, a delightful 
town with a rich maritime heritage. Added to this, joining you 
on board will be knowledgeable Guest Speakers who, together 
with the informative local guides, will add much to your 
experience and knowledge of this fascinating region.

Visby
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Wismar

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel from Stockholm 
to London • 15 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis 
• House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner on board • Noble 
Caledonia onboard team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions  
• Gratuities • Group Russian visa • Transfers • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£6245
£6445
£6995
£7495
£7995
£9295
£9295
£7495

£5945
£6145
£6695
£7195
£7695
£8995
£8995
£7195

Day 8 Kalmar, Sweden. We arrive in Sweden at one of the country’s 
oldest cities and ports of Kalmar where we will berth close to the well 
preserved historical centre. A morning tour will include the Kalmar 
Castle, one of the best preserved Renaissance castles in Scandinavia 
and a stronghold of royal power. Originating from the 12th century, the 
current building represents the rule of the Vasa Kings who rebuilt it in the 
style of a Renaissance palace. Alternatively, join a visit to the UNESCO 
island of Oland. Visit Stora Alvaret, a giant limestone plateau containing 
ancient remains, unique flora and fauna as well as the royal palace of 
Solliden. Built by Queen Victoria of Sweden in 1903, it is still used as a 
summer retreat by the Swedish Royal Family and we will have time to 
explore the extensive gardens and pavilion. The afternoon is free to 
wander the cobbled streets of the old town. 

Day 9 Visby. Today we visit this once important Hanseatic port. Best 
explored on foot, the beautifully preserved Medieval town snuggles 
inside 13th century walls, housing 44 watchtowers. In Viking times and 
several centuries after, the Swedish island of Gotland and especially the 
city of Visby, became a centre of trade in the Baltic Sea and is a World 
Heritage Site. Walk its streets from the Middle Ages and see its gardens 
ablaze with flowers, earning the city its nickname ‘the city of ruins and 
roses’. Later, visit the Viking exhibits at the Gotland Museum and wander 
the paths of the botanical gardens. Return to the ship for lunch and 
maybe join a lecture this afternoon as we cruise the Baltic Sea.

Day 10 Tallinn, Estonia. This morning we arrive in the historic maritime 
city of Tallinn with its awe-inspiring city walls and fortifications, narrow 
Medieval streets and the gateways which remain remarkably well 
preserved. In the Upper Town we will enjoy the views from Dome Hill with 
the extraordinary vista of domes, spires and gables and see Toompea 
Castle, once a fortress, and now the seat of the Estonian parliament. 
Walking to the Lower Old Town we will visit the main square where we will 
find the oldest pharmacy in Europe, the Gothic Cathedral and the 15th 
century Town Hall. Either return to the ship for lunch or remain in the city 
and enjoy some free time before we sail in the late afternoon. 

Days 11 & 12 St Petersburg, Russia. We have two days to explore this 
most endlessly captivating of Russian cities. Founded in 1703 by Peter 
the Great, St Petersburg is a fascinating mix of classic and Baroque 
architecture on a network of canals. We will be offering a number of tours 
during our time here including visits to the wonderful Peterhof Palace, 
Catherine Palace and the Peter and Paul Fortress. One of the many 
highlights will be an exclusive evening tour and concert at the Hermitage 
Museum.

Day 13 Kotka, Finland. Built on the site where the River Kymijoki 
meets the Baltic Sea, picturesque Kotka has a long seafaring tradition. 
This morning we will explore the history of the region and visit the 
Langinkoski Imperial Fishing Lodge which was built in 1889 for Alexander 
III, the future Emperor of Russia who used it as a summer home. It 
is now a living museum situated in a stunning nature reserve on the 

river. Continue to the Maritime Centre Vellamo where local guides will 
enlighten us about the maritime and cultural heritage of the region. The 
afternoon is free to explore the old city from our central berth.

Day 14 Mariehamn. This morning we cruise through some of the 6700 
islands of the Aland archipelago arriving over lunch into the attractive 
town of Mariehamn. Choose to join an afternoon drive where we will 
head into the beautiful countryside along scenic roads, stopping at 
Badhausberget with panoramic views over the archipelago. Alternatively, 
explore the town at leisure.

Day 15 Stockholm, Sweden. Be on deck this morning as we sail through 
the many islands of the Swedish archipelago into Stockholm. This is a 
great sailing area and the islands are peppered with attractive summer 
homes. On arrival, a guided city tour will include the Vasa Museum, built 
around the 17th century warship which sank in Stockholm’s inner harbour 
on her maiden voyage in 1628; its discovery in 1956 and subsequent 
salvage in 1961 is one of the most important events in marine 
archaeology. In addition to the well-preserved, elaborately decorated 
hull, thousands of items from the ship, including hundreds of sculptures, 
have been recovered. On our return to the MS Serenissima we will drive 
through old Stockholm and past the Parliament Building and Royal 
Palace which overlooks the inner harbour. Return to the ship for lunch 
and a free afternoon to explore from our central berth.

Day 16 Stockholm to London. Disembark after breakfast and transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to London. 

Hermitage Museum, St Petersburg

Stockholm

 Telemark Canal, Kragero
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If ever there was a sea perfect for exploring by ship, it is 
the Baltic. Join us on this summer voyage of discovery 

as we explore the many delights of the region. From the 
grandeur of St Petersburg and its surrounding estates to 
the newly independent Baltic states and their capitals 
with marvellously untouched Medieval quarters, or the 
sheer delight of Scandinavian ports with their colourful 
architecture, it is a truly fascinating region.

One of the many extraordinary experiences of the Baltic is 
the summer light that gives the sea and landscape a very 
special quality. After a long winter, the region responds to 
the sun unlike anywhere else and there is a calm and order 
even in the cities, which makes exploration so enjoyable 
especially when travelling aboard the MS Serenissima with 
less than 100 like-minded, fellow guests.

The history of the region is intriguing, with countries vying 
for commercial and political influence for over a thousand 
years. Each day will see us in a new port of call with a range 
of included, guided excursions and the complex past will 
be brought to life by our excellent local guides and onboard 
Guest Speaker, helping us to gain a greater understanding of 
both old and new Baltic nations.

Summer in the Baltic 
A voyage to the cities & islands of the Baltic from Stockholm to Aberdeen  
with Guest Speaker Dr Michael Jones aboard the MS Serenissima  
28th July to 12th August 2020 
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The Itinerary

Each day will see 
us in a new port of 
call with a range 
of included, guided 
excursions.

Riga

Stockholm

Day 1 London to Stockholm, Sweden. Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive in 
Stockholm and transfer to the MS Serenissima. Enjoy welcome drinks 
and dinner on board as we moor overnight.

Day 2 Stockholm. This morning we will enjoy a guided city tour which 
includes the Vasa Museum, built around the 17th century warship which 
sank in Stockholm’s inner harbour on her maiden voyage in 1628; its 
discovery in 1956 and subsequent salvage in 1961 is one of the most 
important events in marine archaeology. In addition to the well-
preserved, elaborately decorated hull, thousands of items from the ship, 
including hundreds of sculptures, have been recovered. On our return 
to the MS Serenissima we will drive through old Stockholm and past the 
Parliament Building and Royal Palace which overlooks the inner harbour. 
Be on deck this afternoon as we sail through the many islands of the 
Swedish archipelago into Stockholm. This is a great sailing area and the 
islands are peppered with attractive summer homes.

Day 3 Helsinki, Finland. Enjoy a morning at sea and this afternoon a 
guided city tour of Helsinki will take us to the colourful Market Square, 
the President’s Palace and the impressive architecture of Senate Square 
including the Lutheran Cathedral of Finland and Uspenski Cathedral. We 
continue to the Sibelius Monument and the impressive Temppeliaukio, 
the church in the rock, before returning to the vessel in the late 
afternoon and setting sail for St Petersburg.

Days 4 & 5 St Petersburg, Russia. We have two days to explore this 
most endlessly captivating of Russian cities. Founded in 1703 by Peter 
the Great, St Petersburg is a fascinating mix of classic and Baroque 
architecture on a network of canals. We will be offering a number of tours 
during our time here including visits to the wonderful Peterhof Palace, 
Catherine Palace and the Peter and Paul Fortress. One of the many 
highlights will be an exclusive evening  tour and concert at the Hermitage 
Museum.

Day 6 Tallinn, Estonia. After a morning at sea we arrive in the historic 
maritime city of Tallinn with her awe-inspiring city walls and fortifications, 
narrow Medieval streets and the gateways which remain remarkably 
well preserved. In the Upper Town we will enjoy the views from Dome 
Hill with the extraordinary vista of domes, spires and gables and see 
Toompea Castle, once a fortress, and now the seat of the Estonian 

parliament. Walking to the Lower Old Town we will visit the main Square 
where we will find the oldest pharmacy in Europe, the Gothic Cathedral 
and the 15th century Town Hall.

Day 7 Saaremaa. This morning we arrive at Estonia’s largest island which 
offers a glimpse of a bygone age. Untouched by industry, it is a green 
and very pleasant land dotted with attractive villages in a rolling forested 
landscape. During an afternoon drive we will visit the lovely capital 
Kuressaare with its magnificent Medieval castle and stroll through the 
streets of the enchanting old town. Continue inland on a journey that 
will take you back in time through a countryside of stone walls, thatched 
roofs, traditional villages and windmills. Return to the vessel and relax on 
board or out on deck as we spend the afternoon at sea.

Day 8 Riga, Latvia. This morning we will explore Latvia’s capital by 
foot. Founded in the 13th century it became one of the most successful 
trading cities of the Baltic. Visit the Old Town with its Medieval streets 
lined with Hanseatic warehouses and punctuated with Gothic and 
Baroque churches including St Peter Cathedral, the largest Medieval 
church in the Baltic. Spend an afternoon exploring independently before 
we set sail for Klaipeda.

Day 9 Klaipeda, Lithuania. Founded in 1252 by the Teutonic Knights 
of East Prussia, Klaipeda was annexed by Hitler in 1939 and almost 
destroyed towards the end of World War II. Arriving in the afternoon, 
we have a choice of touring options. You may wish to head into the 
countryside where we will experience village life and visit the Memorial 
Museum dedicated to Lithuanians sent to Siberia or who fought against 
the Soviets during the Cold War years. Alternatively, take the scenic drive 
to the Zemaitija National Park, home to Lake Plateliali and surrounded by 
dense forest. It was in these forests that, during the Cold War, the Soviets 
hid their first nuclear missile base directed at all the major European 
cities. Our tour will visit the Cold War Museum located in the former 
Soviet missile base. We will visit the bunkers, see the control centre and 
learn more about the weapons held at the site and their evolution.

Days 10 & 11 Gdansk, Poland. We will spend two days in this charming 
city. This old Hanseatic port’s 1000 years of history have left a collection 
of buildings and monuments designed in Gothic, Renaissance and 
Baroque styles. Upon arrival we will leave the city and enjoy a full day 

Gdansk

“
”
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Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£6245
£6445
£6995
£7495
£7995
£9295
£9295
£7495

£5945
£6145
£6695
£7195
£7695
£8995
£8995
£7195

tour to Malbork Castle and a journey on the Elblag Canal. The 13th 
century Malbork Castle belonged to the Teutonic Order and at the time 
was the largest castle in the world. Over the years it has been used as 
a royal residence as well as a fortress and was renovated after being 
damaged during World War II. The 80 kilometre Elblag Canal is a wonder 
of engineering designed in 1860 to connect East Prussia with the Baltic 
Sea. The challenges of the 100 metre difference in water levels between 
Bruzno Lake and Piniewo Lake was solved by a series of slipways, locks 
and dams with boats being carried across dry land on rail-mounted 
trolleys. We will take a boat trip along the canal before returning to the 
ship in Gdansk. The following morning, we will enjoy a city tour where we 
will walk along the cobbled streets of the Royal Way in the old quarter 
and view the elaborate architecture before ending at the 15th century 
merchant’s palace of Artus Court. Also see the pride of Gdansk, Gothic 
St. Mary’s, which is the world’s largest brick church, accommodating 
some 25,000 worshippers.

Day 12 Christianso & Bornholm, Denmark. During breakfast we arrive 
at the tiny island of Christianso, the easternmost part of Denmark. 
Using Zodiacs to land, explore the area independently and perhaps 
visit the old fortress of King Christian V and learn about the island’s 
past including its history as an island prison. Today, it is a very special 
and peaceful place where eider ducks appear everywhere and on the 
bird sanctuary of Grasholmen, thousands of herring gulls, razorbill and 
guillemot breed. Over lunch we sail to neighbouring Bornholm. Peaceful 
and scenic, Bornholm Island is a mixture of wheat fields, forests and an 
attractive coast dotted with fishing villages. On an island drive we will 
see a 12th century round church and visit the town of Gudhjen where we 
can sample the smoked herring. Also see Hammerhaus Castle offering 
fantastic views of the island’s rugged coastline. Please note that we will 
be at anchor today and will use Zodiacs to go ashore should weather 
conditions permit. 

Day 13 Elsinore & Copenhagen. The Danish King, Eric of Pomerania 
built a fortress in the early 15th century to enforce the collection of dues 
for all ships wishing to enter the Baltic. In the following century Frederick 
II rebuilt the castle into a magnificent Renaissance castle, Kronborg was 
considered at the time to be the strongest fortress in Europe. The castle 
is known to many as ‘Elsinore’ the setting for Shakespeare’s tragedy, 
Hamlet, Prince of Denmark. The play has been performed in the castle 
many times and included such prominent actors as Laurence Olivier 

and John Gielgud. We will enjoy a 
morning exploring the castle and 
the old town before returning to 
the ship for lunch. This afternoon 
we will enjoy a short city tour of 
Copenhagen including the Palace 
of Amalienborg with its four 
identical Rococo buildings which 
have been the Royal Residence 
since 1784, the Little Mermaid 
Fountain, Christiansborg Castle, 
the Royal Theatre and Nyhavn and 
ending at the Tivoli Gardens.

Bornholm Island

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel from London 
to Stockholm • 15 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board 
basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch and dinner on board 
• Noble Caledonia onboard team including Guest Speaker • Shore 
excursions • Gratuities • Group Russian visa • Transfers • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Day 14 Skagen. On our morning excursion we begin with a visit to the 
biggest attractions of this region, Grenen. Denmark’s northernmost 
point hosts a unique natural phenomenon. Here two seas, the Kattegat 
and the Skagerak, meet. Grenen is a spit formation consisting of 
deposited sand and gravel carried along by the strong currents; and 
over the last 100 years, this barrier has increased in length by one 
kilometre. As the large beach expanse, Grenen is constantly moving, 
there are frequent occurrences of lagoons.  From here we continue 
to the Sanded Church. The church, named after Saint Laurence, the 
seafarer’s and Skagen’s patron saint, was probably built in the 14th 
century and was at that time the largest church in the region. The sand 
drift began in the 16th century and reached the church at the end of 
the 18th century. In the end, the congregation had to dig their way 
into the church. The struggle against the sand continued until 1795 
when the church was closed by royal decree. Today, only the tower 
of the ancient church is visible. We end our excursion with a drive to 
the old quarters of Skagen. After lunch on board, the remainder of 
the afternoon is free to explore independently. Discover the winding 
alleys in the atmospheric old quarters or the vibrant atmosphere at the 
marina. Alternatively, take the chance to see the artwork inspired by 
the region in the local museum or maybe enjoy a drink from the town’s 
micro-brewery.

Day 15 At Sea. Relax on board as we sail towards Scotland. Maybe  
join a lecture in the lounge, read a book in the library or find a spot  
on deck. 

Day 16 Aberdeen, Scotland. Disembark after breakfast. Transfers will 
be provided to Aberdeen Airport and Aberdeen Railway Station at a 
fixed time.

Skagen

Little Mermaid
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The island of Sicily has an incredible wealth of treasures and a geography 
which lends itself beautifully to exploration by sea with most points of interest 

located close to the coast. Owing to its benevolent climate and superb strategic 
position, Sicily has been coveted, fought over and colonised numerous times with 
the Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Normans, Byzantines and Bourbons 
having all made their mark. During our circumnavigation of the island aboard the 
MS Serenissima we will discover Sicily’s rich heritage which is the result of so 
many invading civilisations. 

From magnificent Doric temples to great Byzantine cathedrals and bizarrely styled 
villas, there is so much to explore during our voyage which we have timed for September 
when the crowds of high summer will have departed and the temperatures will be pleasant 
for our guided tours. We will visit the Roman mosaics of Villa Romana del Casale, the Valle dei Templi, the superbly 
well-preserved Greek temples of Segesta and the Norman Royal Palace and Palatine Chapel in Palermo, the Byzantine 
Monreale Cathedral and the stunning Greek theatre at Taormina. We have planned some late departures from port, 
which gives the opportunity for dining ashore or an after dinner stroll in some towns which are particularly atmospheric 
in the evening. In addition, local guides and our onboard Guest Speaker will contribute greatly to your enjoyment and 
understanding of Sicily.

Glories of Sicily 
A circumnavigation of Sicily aboard the MS Serenissima
15th to 23rd September 2020 with Guest Speaker Dr Steve Kershaw &  
23rd September to 1st October 2020 with Guest Speaker George Hart

SICILY Taormina
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Greek theatre at Taormina overlooking Mount Etna
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G
lories of Sicily

The Itinerary

During our 
circumnavigation 
of Sicily we will 
discover the island’s 
rich heritage which 
is the result of so 
many invading 
civilisations.Piazza Armerina

Day 1 London to Valletta, Malta. Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive  
this afternoon and transfer to the MS Serenissima moored in Valletta. 
Enjoy welcome drinks and dinner on board as we sail this evening. 

Day 2 Licata for Piazza Armerina, Sicily. From the port of Licata we travel 
inland to what is regarded as the finest Roman site in Sicily, the Imperial 
Roman Villa of Casale, which is located close to Piazza Armerina amidst 
wooded rolling countryside. This huge villa was built in the 3rd century 
and has some stunning floor mosaics. Our return drive takes us through 
the province of Caltanissetta, recognised today as one of the best wine 
making regions in Italy thanks above all to its production of high quality, 
prestigious red wines including Nero D’Avola. We will break our journey 
at one of these vineyards and enjoy a chance to sample some wine over 
a Sicilian lunch. Return to the MS Serenissima in the late afternoon and 
sail tonight.

Day 3 Agrigento & Valley of the Temples. Although handsome in 
its own right and awash with Medieval atmosphere, Agrigento is not 
our main reason for calling at this southern coast port. Close by is the 
Valle dei Templi, a series of Doric temples and the most captivating of 
Sicilian Greek remains, a grouping unique outside Greece. Surrounded 
in greenery of olive and almond trees, admire the Temple of Hera, the 
Temple of Concordia, the Dioscuri Temple, the Temple of Olympic Jove 
and the Temple of Hercules. After lunch on board the afternoon is free to 
explore Agrigento and shuttles will run from the port to the town and the 
excellent archaeological museum which you can explore at leisure.

Day 4 Trapani. Trapani, our base for the day, was the landing point for 
Peter of Aragon in 1282 to start the Spanish occupation of Sicily. This 
morning we travel inland to explore Segesta, one of the grandest Doric 
monuments to survive. See the unfinished temple dating from 424 BC 
as well as the theatre from where you can enjoy excellent views of the 
countryside and distant coastline. Either return to the ship for lunch with 
the afternoon at leisure or continue onto Erice, famed in antiquity for 
its temple dedicated to the goddess of love, the Phoenician Astarte, 
Greek Aphrodite or Roman Venus. A tour will take us to this stunning 
site high above the sea and to the beautifully preserved Medieval town 
characterised by its winding cobblestone streets and beautiful courtyards. 

Day 5 Palermo. Arrive this morning in the Sicilian capital of Palermo. 
After breakfast we will explore the city, famous for its jumbled and 
picturesque streets punctuated with ornate Baroque churches, domed 

Arab mosques and the glittering Byzantine mosaics that reveal a unique 
and diverse heritage. We visit the impressive 12th century cathedral 
which houses the royal tombs of Henri VI and King Ruggiero. Return to 
the MS Serenissima for lunch and this afternoon either enjoy some time 
to explore independently or join an excursion to Monreale Cathedral, 
said to be the most beautiful Norman Church in Italy, designed and 
completed by William the Good in 1174. With its thick walls and 
powerful towers, the exterior looks like an austere fortress yet it is the 
interior of this great Cathedral which is its crowning glory. Here the large 
nave, with its side aisles and grey granite columns set off the exquisite 
Byzantine mosaics on the walls above the arches.

Day 6 Messina & Taormina. From the nearby port of Messina we will visit 
Taormina, a walled town lying in the shadow of Mount Etna, Europe’s 
highest volcano. The town has been a popular tourist destination 
since the 19th century and our guided tour will include walking the 
characteristic alleys before visiting the 15th century Palazzo Corvaja and 
the impressive Greek Theatre from where there are marvellous views 
over the town and coast. For those who wish to enjoy longer here you 
will be able to take lunch independently in one of the local restaurants 
and spend an afternoon exploring at leisure before our coach returns to 
Messina. Alternatively, return to the MS Serenissima for lunch and enjoy 
free time in Messina before we sail this evening.

Day 7 Catania & Syracuse. This morning we arrive in Catania. The 
architecture here is particularly impressive but a little forbidding being 
mainly constructed from black lava stone from Mount Etna. On a 
morning walking tour we will see the magnificent Piazza del Duomo 
which is a World Heritage Site, St Agatha’s Cathedral and the imposing 
13th century Castello Ursino. Alternatively join a tour to the slopes of 
Mount Etna, Europe’s largest active volcano. Our drive will take us past 
scenic countryside, small towns and vineyards before arriving at the 
Silvestri Craters that were created in the eruption of 1892 and where, if 
weather permits, there are wonderful views. Return to the ship for lunch 
as we sail to Syracuse arriving in the late afternoon. Tonight we will be 
treated to a private concert in one of the town’s palazzos accompanied 
with local food and wine. 

Day 8 Syracuse & Noto. Syracuse was founded by the Greeks in 734 BC 
and by the 5th century was a political and military power throughout the 
Mediterranean which rivalled Athens as the largest and most beautiful 
city in the Greek world. On leaving the vessel we visit the Neapolis 

Valley of the Temples, AgrigentoSyracuse “

”



56 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£4095
£4295
£4695
£5195
£5695
£6595
£6595
£5295

£3795
£3995
£4395
£4895
£5395
£6295
£6295
£4995

Taormina

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Eight nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer & 
soft drinks with lunch & dinner on board • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers 
• Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

If you would like to spend some time in Malta before embarking the  
MS Serenissima we are offering a two night stay at a centrally located 
hotel enabling you to explore Valletta and the surrounding area.

The Itinerary 
Day 1 London to Malta. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival transfer to 
our hotel for an overnight stay and spend the remainder of the day at 
leisure. Meet tonight for a welcome dinner in the hotel. 

Day 2 Valletta. After breakfast in the hotel we will embark on a city 
tour of Valletta, the 16th century “Fortress City” built by the Knights of 
St John. Our morning tour will include the highlights of Valletta with its 
stunning views across the harbour from the Barakka Gardens. We will 
explore Merchants Street containing the surviving auberges built by 
the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, together with the palace where 
Napoleon Bonaparte is believed to have stayed in 1798. Our final stop 
will be at St John’s Cathedral. The afternoon and evening are free for 
independent exploration. 

Day 3 Mdina. Enjoy time at leisure before we check out of the hotel 
in the late morning and transfer to Mdina. Originally given the name 
of “Citta Nobile”, the city is now known as the “Silent City”. Mdina is 
Phoenician in origin and was the fortified capital of the island before 
the arrival of the Knights. We will have lunch in one of the restaurants 
and transfer to the MS Serenissima moored in Valletta.

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £545
Single:  £795

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation with breakfast, tours 
as described, lunch on day 3, dinner on day 1, Tour Manager, gratuities, 
transfers.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Pre-Cruise Malta Extension
13th to 15th September & 21st to 23rd September 2020 

Archaeological Park where we find a well preserved Greek theatre with 
seats carved from limestone. Paradise Quarry, now an attractive garden 
and orange grove, was the primary source of that limestone and is 
the site of the curious ‘Dionysus’ Ear’, a vast grotto with an amplifying 
resonance. We will continue to explore the island of Ortigia where we 
find the Temple of Apollo, considered to be Sicily’s most ancient Doric 
temple and the Baroque Cathedral, erected over the remains of the 
Temple of Minerva. The afternoon is free to explore independently or 
alternatively join a tour to the beautiful antique town of Noto which 
was built in 1703. Here we will see numerous 18th century palaces of 
incredible architectural value including the Duomo, the Museo Civico 
and the Convento dei Francescani. Return to the ship for dinner and sail 
this evening. 

Day 9 Valletta to London. Disembark this morning and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Piazza del Duomo in Catania
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The seas between Malta and Athens offer access to a wealth of ancient 
sites. Join us aboard the MS Serenissima in October and take advantage 

of comfortable temperatures and the absence of high season crowds. As we 
journey from Malta across the Mediterranean, our small ship will take us on a 
voyage through the playground of the Greek Gods learning of the myths and 
legends before our arrival in Athens, the cradle of Western civilisation. 

We will visit some of the Ancient World’s most fascinating sites including 
Olympia, the principal shrine of Zeus and Hera and the site of the original 
Olympic Games, set in a lush mountain valley beside the River Kladeos.  
We also visit Mycenae, the home of Agamemnon which stands atop a remote 
hill in the southern Peloponnese and Epidaurus, one of the most renowned of Greece’s ancient sites. In addition to these 
we visit the equally interesting Byzantine town of Mystras, a Medieval ghost town set on a cliff overlooking the site 
of ancient Sparta and one of the best preserved Byzantine towns in Greece, with excellent examples of 14th and 15th 
century architecture. Our penultimate port of call is the town of Nafplion, one of the most beautiful towns on mainland 
Greece where we have the advantage of an overnight mooring. 

Our custom-made itinerary focuses mainly on many places that the mega cruise ships cannot access and, in addition to 
our included guided excursions, we will visit vineyards in both Greece and Italy to sample the local wines and enjoy 
ample time at leisure for some independent exploration.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Valletta, Malta. Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the MS Serenissima moored in Valletta. Enjoy 
welcome drinks and dinner on board as we sail this evening. 

Day 2 Syracuse, Sicily. Syracuse was founded by the Greeks in 734 BC 
and by the 5th century was a political and military power throughout the 
Mediterranean and rivalled Athens as the largest and most beautiful city 
in the Greek world. We will visit the Neapolis Archaeological Park where 
we find a well preserved Greek theatre with seats carved from limestone. 
Paradise Quarry, now an attractive garden and orange grove, was the 
primary source of that limestone and is the site of the curious ‘Dionysus’ 
Ear’, a vast grotto with an amplifying resonance. We will continue to 
explore the island of Ortigia where we find the Temple of Apollo, 
considered to be Sicily’s most ancient Doric temple and the Baroque 
Cathedral, erected over the remains of the Temple of Minerva. The 
afternoon is free to explore independently before we sail tonight.  

Day 3 Crotone, Italy. After a morning at sea we arrive in Calabria and the 
port of Crotone which is on the site of the ancient Greek City of Kroton. 

Wonders of the Ancient World 
Discover highlights of the Ancient World on a voyage from Malta to Athens  
with Guest Speaker Louise Schofield aboard the MS Serenissima
1st to 10th October 2020 

 

ITALY

SICILY

Sarande

ALBANIA
Otranto
& Lecce

Syracuse

Crotone
GREECE

MALTA

Valletta

Butrint

Olympia

Kalamata
& Mystras

Nafplion

Athens

Syracuse

Our View
“The route from Malta to Athens is full of rich sites from the 
Ancient World and so when planning this itinerary it was difficult 
to decide what to omit. This cruise ensures we see some of the 
highlights including Mycenae, Olympia and Sarande all with the 
advantage of berthing in the most convenient ports and travelling 
in small numbers so we do not overrun these wonderful locations. 
In addition we can use our small ship to moor in central berths in 
Syracuse and Nafplion where we can take the opportunity for a pre 
dinner drink or after dinner walk once the day trippers have left.  We 
also have the added bonus of having our Guest Speaker join us on 
the excursions and provide talks on board to bring the legends of 
these ancient places to life. ”

Greek theatre, Syracuse
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W
onders of the A

ncient W
orld

Our voyage is 
planned for October 
to take advantage 
of comfortable 
temperatures and 
the absence of high 
season crowds.

Whilst little remains of the Greek city it was one of the most important 
settlements of Magna Graecia, where Pythagoras set up a school in 530 
BC and whose athletes were very successful at the Olympic Games. We 
will take a scenic drive inland this afternoon to Santa Severina, one of 
Italy’s prettiest towns overlooking the Neto River valley. We will explore 
the majestic Carafa Castle which was built by the Normans in 1076 and is 
surrounded by strong, crenellated walls with a moat on three sides and 
contains intricate underground labyrinths and stables, with the remains 
of Medieval frescoes. Also see the cathedral, the beautiful Byzantine 
baptistery and wander the town’s tangled streets. As we return to the ship 
we will stop at one of the vineyards that produce famous Calabrian wine, 
Ciro, for a tasting accompanied by typical Calabrian food. 

Day 4 Otranto & Lecce. From the port of Otranto we will drive to 
Lecce, often referred to as the ‘Florence of the South’ with its amazing 
collection of Baroque architecture including an abundance of churches 
and noble palaces decorated with the ‘Leccese stone’, a chalky stone 
ranging in colours which became the local style due to its ease to work 
with. A guided tour will include a visit to the beautifully decorated Santa 
Croce Basilica and Piazza Duomo, considered one of the finest and 
most impressive squares in southern Italy. After the tour, there will be an 
exclusive, private visit to the 15th century Palazzo Tamborino-Cezzi. The 
owner of the palazzo will personally take us on a tour, sharing interesting 
stories and anecdotes regarding his family and the palazzo itself. Enjoy 
a light lunch of local specialities before a concert of traditional music of 
the Salento region called La Pizzica, a popular Italian folk dance, originally 
from the Salento peninsula which later spread throughout the Puglia 
region. Return to Otranto for some free time to explore the town before 
we sail this evening.  

Day 5 Sarande for Butrint, Albania. Our morning in Albania sees us 
discover the archaeological and ancient city of Butrint, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Explore the ruins that feature the remains of many eras and 
cultures. From the Hellenistic period there are temples, the promenade 
and the 4th century BC theatre. From the Roman era are the public baths, 
gymnasium and fountains. From the Byzantine era we see chapels and the 
large Basilica of St Peter and St Paul, whilst the Venetians are represented 
by a watchtower and a small castle with commanding views over the 
Straits of Corfu. Return to the MS Serenissima for lunch and spend the 
afternoon at sea.

Day 6 Olympia, Greece. The port of Katakolon will be our base today 
for our excursion to Olympia. Pastoral and lush, Olympia’s plentiful ruins 

Mystras

are shaded by Aleppo pines and olive trees. The fame of Olympia rests 
upon the Olympic Games. During the celebrations that accompanied 
the Games, competitors, while not forgetting that they were Athenians, 
Spartans or from other city states, remembered that they were Greeks 
and regarded an Olympic victory as the highest honour. We will see the 
gymnasium, the stadium and the palestra or wrestling school. We will 
also explore the Altis, or sacred precinct of Zeus, which houses structures 
including the Temple of Zeus, one of the largest temples on the Greek 
mainland and the Archaeological Museum which houses some fine 
sculptures and artefacts from the site. After our visit either choose to 
return to the ship for lunch and a free afternoon or stay for an independent 
lunch in Olympia and have an afternoon to explore further and maybe visit 
the Olympic Museum, before returning to the ship this afternoon.

Day 7 Kalamata & Mystras. Arrive this morning in Kalamata which 
grew from the ancient city of Farai to the second largest city on the 
Peloponnese due to the fertile soils producing olive oil and figs. This 
morning we drive inland to Mystras, a remarkably intact Byzantine town 
that once housed a population of 20,000 people. Here we visit the 
Cathedral of Agios Dimitrios, where the two-headed eagle, which is the 
symbol of the Palaiologos Dynasty, is carved into a plaque on the floor. 
According to tradition, this is where Constantine XII stepped when he was 
crowned king. Strolling through the narrow lanes of the dead city, we will 
also visit the Church of Agia Sophia, the Palace of the Despots and the 
Monastery of Pantanassa, with its brilliant frescoes. Before returning to 
the vessel, refreshments will be served at the picturesque tavern located 
just beneath the site offering sweeping views over the local terrain. The 
afternoon is free to explore Kalamata at your own pace.

Day 8 Nafplion. Looking out across the translucent water of the bay 
towards the Arcadian Mountains, Nafplion’s sheltered location below a 
rocky headland and large natural fortress crowned by a Venetian castle is 
perhaps unrivalled in Greece. After breakfast we will enjoy a scenic drive 
through the Argos Plain to Nemea, the site of a religious sanctuary which 
hosted the pan-Hellenic athletic games every two years from 573 BC until 
271 BC. Nemea was not a town or settlement but a venue where festivities 
were held during the games and our tour will include the Temple of Zeus, 
the bath house and the stadium before spending time in the small but 
excellent on site museum. Nemea is also famous for its red wines and 
we will enjoy a wine tasting at a local vineyard before we continue to the 
famous citadel of Mycenae which is located high above the confluence 
of two boulder strewn ravines and accessed by way of the Lion Gate. 
Once inside the gate, we will explore the Royal Palace, the shaft graves 

OlympiaLion Gate, Mycenae

Otranto

“

”



60 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£4150
£4400
£4750
£5250
£5750
£5950
£6200
£4950

£3950
£4200
£4550
£5050
£5550
£5750
£6000
£4750

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Nine nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer & 
soft drinks with lunch & dinner on board • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

If you would like to spend some time 
in Malta before embarking the MS 
Serenissima we are offering a two night 
stay at a centrally located hotel offering 
the chance to explore Valletta and the 
surrounding area.

The Itinerary 
Day 1 London to Malta. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival transfer to 
our hotel for an overnight stay and spend the remainder of the day at 
leisure. Meet tonight for a welcome dinner in the hotel. 

Day 2 Valletta. After breakfast in the hotel we will embark on a city 
tour of Valletta, the 16th century “Fortress City” built by the Knights 
of St John. We will explore Merchants Street containing the surviving 
auberges built by the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, together with 
the palace where Napoleon Bonaparte is believed to have stayed in 
1798. Our final stop will be at St John’s Cathedral. The afternoon and 
evening are free for independent exploration.

Day 3 Mdina. Enjoy time at leisure before we check out of the hotel in 
the late morning and transfer to Mdina which was the fortified capital 
of the island before the arrival of the Knights. We will have lunch in 
one of the restaurants and transfer to the MS Serenissima moored in 
Valletta.

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £545
Single:  £895

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation with breakfast, tours 
as described, lunch on day 3, dinner on day 1, Tour Manager, gratuities, 
transfers.
Not Included: Travel insurance, meals not mentioned in itinerary.

Pre-Cruise Malta Extension
29th September to 1st October 2020 

Post-Cruise Athens Extension
10th to 12th October 2020 

If you would like to spend some time  
in Athens upon disembarking the  
MS Serenissima we are offering a two 
night stay at a centrally located hotel.

The Itinerary 
Day 1 Athens. Disembark after 

breakfast and drive to the Acropolis, a symbol of the glory of ancient 
Greece. Stand in awe of what is considered the most perfect example 
of classical architecture in the world – the Parthenon, designed as 
a shrine to Athena. A brief walk will bring you to the new Acropolis 
museum with artefacts from the site. After our visit we will make our 
way to Plaka for a traditional Greek lunch. After checking into the 
hotel the remainder of the day and evening is at leisure. 

Day 2 Athens. Today is free to explore independently. Meet this 
evening for dinner.

Day 3 Athens to London.  After breakfast we transfer to the airport for 
our scheduled flight to London.

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £545
Single:  £875

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation with breakfast, tours 
as described, lunch on day 1, dinner on day 2, Tour Manager, gratuities, 
transfers.
Not Included: Travel insurance, meals not mentioned in itinerary.

and the remains of the city walls. An archaeological briefing within the 
Treasury of Artreus (also known as the Tomb of Agamemnon) will add to 
our understanding and appreciation of the sights. We will enjoy lunch in a 
local restaurant before returning to Nafplion this afternoon where we will 
remain moored overnight.

Day 9 Nafplion. This morning we will visit one of the most renowned of 
Greece’s ancient sites. Situated on the slopes of a beautiful and wooded 
valley, Epidaurus was known throughout the Hellenic world for its unique 
medical facilities and healing treatments. Dedicated to Aesclepius, the 
god of healing, the city was filled with curative spas and baths and only 
priests had access to certain secret rites. Most of the ruins of Epidaurus 
have been reduced to their foundations, with the exception of the 
astonishing theatre. Still used for special performances, the theatre is 
in an admirable state of preservation. Built into the ground, rather than 
above it, it is known for its fantastic acoustics, which we will observe 
during our visit. Return to Nafplion and have the afternoon at leisure to 
wander the twisting labyrinthine streets and view the Venetian and Turkish 
architecture.

Day 10 Athens to London. Disembark this morning and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Epidaurus theatre
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Located in Sicily and on the North African coast, 
betwixt the desert and the sea are some of Rome’s 

most magnificent sites which we will discover during this 
fascinating voyage from Malta to Casablanca. Our cruise 
begins with three days of exploration in Sicily, an endlessly 
fascinating island which lends itself beautifully to discovery 
by small ship as most points of interest are close to the sea.  
We will visit the magnificently sited Doric temples of 
Agrigento, the Imperial Roman Villa of Casale, regarded as 
one of the finest Roman sites on the island and Segesta, one  
of the grandest Doric monuments to survive. 

Like Sicily, North Africa’s Barbary Coast is best explored by sea and after a morning in the Sardinian capital of 
Cagliari we will sail south to Algeria where the favourable desert influenced climate has been remarkably kind to 
the historic sites. During our three days in Algeria we will visit Bejaia from where you can discover the Roman 
ruins of Djemila, some of the finest preserved in North Africa. We also spend a morning exploring the ancient city 
of Tipaza which was probably founded by the Phoenicians but really came into being under the Romans. Our final 
day in Algeria focuses on Medieval Tlemcen, one of country’s finest cities.

For those who enjoy exploring the ancient world, this itinerary has it all. The magnificent sites provide an 
unparalleled experience of life in classical times which with the help of our knowledgeable Guest Speaker and 
local guides, will be brought vividly back to life.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Valletta, Malta. Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the MS Serenissima moored in Valletta. Enjoy 
welcome drinks and dinner on board as we set sail this evening. 

Day 2 Licata for Piazza Armerina, Sicily. From the port of Licata we travel 
inland to what is regarded as the finest Roman site in Sicily, the Imperial 
Roman Villa of Casale, which is located close to Piazza Armerina amidst 
wooded rolling countryside. This huge villa was built in the 3rd century 
and has some stunning floor mosaics. Our return drive takes us through 
the province of Caltanissetta, recognised today as one of the best wine 
making regions in Italy thanks above all to its production of high quality, 
prestigious red wines including Nero D’Avola. We will break our journey 
at one of the vineyards and enjoy a chance to sample some wine over a 
Sicilian lunch. Return to the MS Serenissima in the late afternoon and sail 
tonight.

Day 3 Agrigento & Valley of the Temples. Although handsome in its 
own right and awash with Medieval atmosphere, Agrigento is not our 
main reason for calling at this southern coast port. Close by is the Valle 
dei Templi, a series of Doric temples and the most captivating of Sicilian 
Greek remains, and a grouping unique outside Greece. Surrounded 
in greenery of olive and almond trees, admire the Temple of Hera, the 
Temple of Concord, the Dioscuri Temple, the Temple of Olympic Jove 
and the Temple of Hercules. After lunch on board the afternoon is free to 
explore Agrigento and shuttles will run from the port to the town and the 
excellent archaeological museum where you can explore at leisure.

Day 4 Trapani. Trapani was the landing point for Peter of Aragon in 1282 
to start the Spanish occupation of Sicily and is our base for the day. This 
morning we will travel to the nearby town of Erice, famed in antiquity 
for its temple dedicated to the goddess of love, the Phoenician Astarte, 
Greek Aphrodite or Roman Venus. A tour will take us to this stunning 
site high above the sea and to the beautifully preserved Medieval 

Sicily& the Barbary Coast 
Discover the Roman sites of Sicily & North Africa aboard the MS Serenissima
20th to 30th October 2020 
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Agrigento, Valley of the Temples
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For those who 
enjoy exploring the 
ancient world, this 
itinerary has it all. 

Trapani

town characterised by its winding cobblestone streets and beautiful 
courtyards. Alternatively travel inland to explore Segesta, one of the 
grandest Doric monuments to survive. See the unfinished temple dating 
from 424 BC as well as the theatre from which you can enjoy excellent 
views of the countryside and distant coastline. Return to the ship for 
lunch and a relaxing afternoon at sea.

Day 5 Cagliari, Sardinia. Arrive over breakfast in the Sardinian capital 
of Cagliari, an ancient city which dates back to the Phoenicians and 
Romans. During our walking tour we will stroll around the old town with 
its narrow streets running along a steep hillside. See the terraced Piazza 
del Palazzo and the 14th century Cathedral of St Mary. Alternatively, 
drive along the south-western coast to reach Nora which was founded 
by the Phoenicians but also has Carthaginian and Roman ruins. After a 
period of Roman prosperity, there was a decline and in the 3rd century 
AD the city was engulfed by the sea. Still visible today are the remains 
of Carthaginian warehouses and various Roman buildings including the 
baths with splendid mosaics and the theatre. Return to the ship for lunch 
as we sail this afternoon towards the North African coast.

Day 6 Bejaia, Algeria. Bejaia is built on a beautiful bay protected by 
mountains which give the city a splendid backdrop. A minor port in 
Roman times it was named Saldae having been founded by the Roman 
Emperor Vespasian and is our base for a choice of options today. 
Maybe choose a full day tour to Djemila which was declared a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in 1981 due to its unique adaptation of Roman 
architecture to a mountain environment. In a remarkable setting the 
ruins are some of the finest preserved in North Africa. We will drive 
along a very scenic route and traverse spectacular scenery as we climb 
from little Kabilya towards the high plateau of Setif where the Roman 
ruins are located. View the Arch of Caracalla, the Forum, the Basilica 
and the Temples before viewing the mosaics which are displayed in the 
museum, representing the best collection in Algeria. This is a long but 
rewarding excursion. An alternative excursion will be a drive through the 
valley of the Soumman, the legendary meeting place of the leaders of 
the Freedom Fighters. It was here that they launched the revolution of 
the 1st November 1954 which lasted for seven years until they gained 
independence for Algeria on the 5th July 1962. Afterwards visit a Berber 
village in Kabylia where we visit a typical house and various workshops 
where things are still made in the old-fashioned unhurried way. Enjoy 
a “dégustation” of Berber olive oil whilst tasting the different types of 
bread and other local produce and we gain an insight into Berber culture 
and history. 

Arch of Caracalla

Day 7 Algiers. Depart this morning for the ancient city of Tipaza which 
was probably founded by the Phoenicians but really came into being 
under the Romans. The city was extended by Emperor Claudius and grew 
wealthy on Mediterranean trade. It was built on three small hills, which 
overlooked the sea. There are ruins of three Basilicas, two Cemeteries, 
the Baths, the Theatre, the Nymphaeum and the unusual oval shaped 
Amphitheatre. We will enjoy a typical Algerian lunch before continuing 
to the mysterious Mausoleum of Mauretania, which lies in the hills above 
the sea about 18 kilometres away from Tipaza. It is one of the most 
breathtaking sights in Algeria. The vast pyramid-like structure is named the 
Tomb of the Christian on account of the large crosses that decorate the 
tomb which predates Jesus Christ. We return to the ship via the Martyrs‘ 
Monument which offers spectacular views over the city.

Day 8 At Sea. Spend the day at sea, maybe join a lecture or find a spot  
on deck.

Day 9 Ghazaouet for Tlemcen. This morning we reach the western side 
of Algeria and the port of Ghazaouet located close to the border with 
Morocco. From here we drive approximately 50 miles inland to Tlemcen, 
an interesting and cultured city. Our visit will include the 11th century 
Great Mosque and the deconsecrated Sidi Bel Hassan Mosque which was 
transformed into a museum in 1901 and houses a selection of mosaics, 
carvings and pottery. After a local lunch we will continue to El Mansourah 
to see the remains of an old minaret and El Mechouar, which was built as a 

Imperial Roman Villa of Casale

Cagliari

“
”
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Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£4295
£4495
£4895
£5395
£5895
£6795
£6995
£4995

£3995
£4195
£4595
£5095
£5595
£6495
£6695
£4695

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 10 nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer & 
soft drinks with lunch & dinner on board • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Algeria group visa • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

If you would like to spend some 
time in Malta before embarking 
the MS Serenissima we are offering 
a two night stay at a centrally 
located hotel and the opportunity 
to explore Valletta and the 
surrounding area.

The Itinerary 
Day 1 London to Malta. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival transfer to 
our hotel for an overnight stay and spend the remainder of the day at 
leisure. Meet tonight for a welcome dinner in the hotel.

Day 2 Valletta. After breakfast in the hotel we will embark on a city 
tour of Valletta, the 16th century ‘Fortress City’ built by the Knights 
of St John. The afternoon and evening are free for independent 
exploration. 

Day 3 Mdina. Enjoy time at leisure before we check out of the 
hotel in the late morning and transfer to Mdina which was once the 
fortified capital of the island before the arrival of the Knights. We will 
have lunch in one of the local restaurants before transferring to the  
MS Serenissima.

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £545        Single:  £895
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation on a bed and breakfast 
basis, tours as described, dinner on day 1, lunch on day 3, Tour Manager, 
gratuities, transfers.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Pre-Cruise Malta Extension
18th to 20th October 2020 

Post-Cruise Marrakech Extension 
30th October to 1st November 2020 

After disembarking in Casablanca we 
are offering the opportunity to extend 
your time in Morocco with a two night 
stay in the “Red City” of Marrakech.

The Itinerary 
Day 1 Casablanca to Marrakech, 
Morocco. Disembark the MS 

Serenissima this morning and enjoy a brief orientation drive around 
Casablanca. On arrival in Marrakech we will have lunch before 
checking into our hotel. Later we will have time to wander in the 
souks and visit Jemaa El Fna, the main square. Tonight we will meet 
for dinner in the hotel. 

Day 2 Marrakech. This morning we visit the 19th century Bahia Palace 
where we see the intricate work undertaken by the local artisans on 
wood, plaster and tile to decorate this splendid home and garden. 
Continue to the 16th century El Badi Palace and admire what remains 
of its huge, four part garden and amazing architecture before arriving 
at the Majorelle Garden which houses a collection of plants from the 
four corners of the earth, flourishing amongst elegant ornamental 
ponds. Return to the hotel and spend the afternoon and evening  
at leisure.

Day 3 Marrakech to London. Check out this morning and transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to London.

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £695        Single:  £995
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation on a bed and breakfast 
basis, tours as described, lunch and dinner on day 1, Tour Manager, 
gratuities, transfers. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

citadel in 1145 before it became the royal residence of the Zianide dynasty 
in the 13th century.

Day 10 Tangiers, Morocco. Having passed the Straits of Gibraltar this 
morning we arrive in Tangier at lunchtime. Since Tangier was founded in 
the 4th century BC, Carthaginians, Romans, Phoenicians, Vandals, Arabs, 
Spaniards, Portuguese and the English have jealously fought for the right 
to control it. On an afternoon walking tour we will explore the Medina, see 
the views from the Kasbah situated at the highest point of Tangiers, visit 
the museum and then wander through the Grand Souk. Alternatively drive 
across the beautiful Rif Mountains to Tetouan. Visit the unique School of 
Art Dar Sanaa which is situated in a former palace and teaches the most 
traditional of Moroccan crafts to its students before we continue to the 
Medina which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The ancient medina 
is full of narrow alleys and streets with vendors selling local handicrafts, 
foods and spices. Our tour will end at the old Royal Palace, a 17th century 
building which is itself a reflection of the Hispano-Moresque architecture, 
and the nearby Hassan II square. Stop to savour the Moroccan tea and 
fresh pastries at a local Riad in the heart of the Medina before returning to 
Tangiers.

Day 11 Casablanca to London. Disembark this morning and transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled indirect flight to London.

El Mansourah, Tlemcen

Please note: We have included a group visa for Algeria in the price which covers all 
participants for the included tours described. For any passengers wishing to explore 
independently whilst in Algeria, you will need to arrange a visa before arrival through  
the Algerian embassy which can take around four weeks to process.
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Tipaza, Algeria
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Late October in the UK is certainly a month to be thinking about 
travelling south. Join us aboard the MS Serenissima in Casablanca 

and discover the wonders of the city before we sail to Safi for our 
exploration of charming Essaouira. Leaving Morocco we head out into 
the Atlantic bound for the ‘floating garden in the Atlantic’ of Madeira 
before we make our way to the Canary Islands. 

Located some 700 miles off Saharan Africa, far from being a sun and 
fun package destination, there is much to see in this delightful Atlantic 
Archipelago. In fact, you do not have to stray far from the resorts 
to discover some marvellously varied landscapes and an absorbing, 
multifaceted culture. Exploring the hinterlands, back roads and villages brings you in touch with a unique side of 
Spanish culture, much removed from the mainland. The melting pot of Andalucian, Berber, Portuguese, Italian, 
French and British migration, together with los Guanches, the original inhabitants who were displaced by the Spanish 
conquest in the 15th century, have all left their mark, making this a unique destination.

The archipelago consists of seven main islands that are formed from the tips of a vast volcanic mountain range that 
lies beneath the Atlantic Ocean and we will start by visiting three of the lesser known islands, only accessible by a 
small ship such as the MS Serenissima: La Palma, El Hierro and La Gomera where we can enjoy nature at its very 
best. These volcanic islands impress with their unique flora and fauna and boast rugged rocky landscapes, evergreen 
cloud forests, metre high ferns and bizarre-looking dragon trees. Our final call will be to Santa Cruz de Tenerife where 
there will be the opportunity to explore the beautiful gardens of the city and spectacular Mount Teide. 

Madeira and the Canary Islands have something to offer everyone and so our itinerary has been designed to try and 
offer a choice of excursion at each port of call. Whether your interests lie in gardens, geology or walking, we are 
confident that you will find this cruise the perfect antidote to the cold and grey skies at home.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Casablanca, Morocco. Fly by scheduled indirect 
flight. On arrival transfer to the MS Serenissima and enjoy welcome 
drinks and dinner as we moor overnight.

Day 2 Casablanca. We will spend the day in Casablanca. During our 
morning drive we will visit the city’s most important sights, including the 
Notre Dame Cathedral and the Olive Market. The highlight of our tour 
however will be a visit to the Hassan II Mosque, the largest religious 
monument in the world after Mecca. It took 3300 traditional Moroccan 
artisans to create the beautiful mosaics, marble floors and the splendid 
wood ceilings. The mosque also has the world’s tallest minaret, soaring 
200 metres above the city. Return to the ship for lunch and enjoy an 
afternoon at leisure to relax or explore independently before we sail this 
evening.

Day 3 Safi for Essaouira. This morning we will depart the port of Safi 
and head along the coast to Essaouira. Founded in the 18th century, 
Essaouira was built to be a rival city to Agadir. Formerly known as 
Mogador, meaning small fortress, it was designed as a fortified town 
surrounded by Vauban-style ramparts and played a major role as an 
international trading seaport, linking Morocco and sub-Saharan Africa 
with Europe and the rest of the world. On our full day tour, we will see 
the amazing mixture of Portuguese and Berber architecture, the 16th 
century sea bastions built to protect the city, the 18th century Medina 
and in the Mellah we find the souks dedicated to gold, spices and fish. 
We will enjoy a seafood lunch near the beach before returning to the MS 
Serenissima and sailing this evening.

Day 4 At Sea. Spend the day at sea as we sail to Madeira. 

Morocco, Madeira & the Canary Islands
A voyage from Casablanca to Tenerife aboard the MS Serenissima
30th October to 10th November 2020

Essaouira
MOROCCO

 

Casablanca

CANARY
ISLANDS

Funchal

Tenerife

La Gomera

La Palma
El Hierro
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Porto Santo
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Whether your 
interests lie in 
gardens, geology  
or walking, we are
confident that you 
will find this cruise 
the perfect antidote 
to the cold and grey 
skies at home.

Essaouira

Day 5 Porto Santo, Madeira. Today we arrive in Porto Santo. Although 
one of the islands constituting the archipelago of Madeira, Porto 
Santo and Madeira could not be more different. Whilst lush green 
predominates Madeira, Porto Santo is arid and the southern coast is 
bordered by a nine kilometre long beach of golden sand. Our morning 
tour will introduce us to the island and will include some beautiful vistas, 
a tasting of Porto Santo wine and a visit to the Christopher Columbus 
Museum, where he once lived. After lunch on board perhaps enjoy some 
time on the beach, explore the local town or the more active may join a 
hike to the summit of Pico do Castelo offering spectacular views of the 
island.

Days 6 & 7 Funchal. We have a day and a half on Madeira where there 
will be a choice of excursions including a visit to Monte, a charming 
village high in the hills overlooking Funchal. We will reach Monte by 
cable car experiencing wonderful views along the way and visit the 
Monte Palace Tropical Gardens. This garden collection has been 
enriched with plants from all over the world and about 100,000 plant 
species have been planted. The garden also features a collection of 
cycads (encephalartos) which, because of their age, are considered living 
fossils. We will also plan to visit the Botanical Gardens. Situated in the 
grounds of a former private house, the gardens are host to a profusion of 
plants and flowers, from all parts of the world, which thrive in the island’s 
temperate climate. The active may wish to join a Levada walk. Levada 
are irrigation channels that were created by the Portuguese settlers 
in the 19th century, who painstakingly carved them out of the rock by 
hand. Designed to carry fresh water from the north to the drier southern 
regions of the island, they helped to create many of the lush landscapes 
that can be seen today. The walk will follow the course of ‘levadas’ for 
over three miles, seeing the verdant plants, mountain views and green 
farmland that cover Madeira. We will also dine ashore at a traditional 
restaurant and enjoy a performance by a local folklore group. We will sail 
after lunch on day seven and spend the afternoon at sea.

Day 8 La Palma, Canary Islands. Arrive over lunch in La Palma which is 
known by locals as the ‘Beautiful Island’, and it is easy to see why. It is 
a simply stunning, peaceful and most importantly un-spoilt destination 
that has deservedly been declared a UNESCO biosphere reserve. This 
afternoon we drive inland to the beautiful village of El Paso and visit 
the Silk Museum. This is the only place in Europe where the 500-year-
old tradition and processes have been preserved. From here we will 
continue onto the Caldera de Taburiente, a massive depression eight 
kilometres wide which scientists agree was a majestically tall volcanic 

Morocco, Madeira & the Canary Islands Porto Santo

Hassan II Mosque, Casablanca

mountain that collapsed on itself. Explore on foot and whilst all may seem 
stoic and still, the forces of erosion are hard at work and some geologists 
estimate that it will finally disappear in just 5000 years. Alternatively, for 
those who would prefer a more energetic excursion there will be a guided 
trek on offer through the El Pilar area; see remains of volcanic eruptions, 
the magnificent views of the Valley of Aridane and the crater wall that 
surrounds the Taburiente National Park. 

Day 9 Puerto de la Estaca, El Hierro. Probably the least known of the 
Canary Islands, and once considered to be the end of the world, El 
Hierro is unique and utterly captivating. On our morning island tour it 
will be impossible not to be entranced by the island’s slow pace and 
simple style; by its craggy coast, where waves hurl themselves against 
lava sculpted rock faces; by the pretty farmland and flower meadows of 
the interior; by the eerily beautiful juniper groves and by the desolate 
volcanic badlands that stretch out like moonscapes in the south. We will 
also have the opportunity to sample some of El Hierro’s excellent wine and 
visit the lizard house where the island’s unique giant lizards are bred; near 
extinction they are protected by international law. Alternatively, opt for 
the La Llania hiking excursion which will take us through primeval forests, 
along ancient cisterns and mythical witches dance floors to El Hierro’s 
top viewing point affording spectacular views of the western parts of the 
island. This afternoon will be at leisure to relax on board or wander around 
the local harbour.

El Hierro

“
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Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£5295
£5495
£5795
£6295
£6795
£7795
£7995
£6295

£4995
£5195
£5495
£5995
£6495
£7495
£7695
£5995

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 11 nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer & 
soft drinks with lunch & dinner on board • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Before embarking the MS Serenissima in Casablanca we are offering 
the opportunity to join a two night extension in the “Red City” of 
Marrakech.

The Itinerary 
Day 1 London to Marrakech, Morocco. Fly by scheduled flight. On 
arrival transfer to our hotel for a two night stay. The remainder of the 
day is at leisure and you may wish to wander in the souks and visit 
Jemaa El Fna, the main square where hundreds of locals and tourists 
gather in the early evening to watch jugglers, dancers, fortune tellers, 
story tellers and traditional musicians. Meet this evening for dinner.

Day 2 Marrakech. This morning we visit the 19th century Bahia 
Palace where we see the intricate work undertaken by the local 
artisans on wood, plaster and tile to decorate this splendid home 
and garden. Continue to the 16th century El Badi Palace and admire 
what remains of its huge, four part garden and amazing architecture 
before arriving at the Majorelle Garden. The garden houses a 
collection of plants from the four corners of the earth, flourishing 
amongst elegant ornamental ponds and an Art Deco villa of which 
the special shade of bold cobalt blue is named after the artist, the 
‘Majorelle Blue’. The garden hosts more than 15 bird species that 
are endemic to North Africa and has an amazing collection of cacti. 
Return to the hotel and spend the afternoon and evening at leisure 
to explore further at your own pace.

Day 3 Marrakech to Casablanca. Check out of the hotel this morning 
and enjoy lunch in a local restaurant before we transfer to Casablanca 
and embark the MS Serenissima.

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £695
Single:  £995

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation with breakfast, tours 
as described, dinner on day 1, lunch on day 3, Tour Manager, gratuities, 
transfers. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Pre-Cruise Marrakech Extension 
28th to 30th October 2020 

Day 10 Valle Gran Rey, La Gomera. La Gomera is a paradise of natural 
beauty with lush valley and awe-inspiring cliffs dotted with charming 
white washed villages and gives the impression of being lost in a time 
warp. On a full day tour we will explore the island including Garajonay 
National Park, home to the world’s only surviving laurel forest and visit 
the villages of Hermiqua, Agulo and Las Rosas before making our way 
to a local restaurant for lunch. Before returning to the ship experience a 
demonstration of Silbo Gomero, the island’s unique whistling language, 
and visit the magnificent rock formations of Agando. Alternatively, you 
may wish to join a guided morning trek through the Garajonay National 
Park commencing in the village of El Cedro which offers some interesting 
examples of Canarias architecture. Return to the ship for lunch and enjoy 
an afternoon at leisure for individual exploration.

Day 11 Tenerife, Canary Islands. This morning will be dedicated to 
gardens. We will start with a visit to the Jardin Botanico that was founded 
in 1788 by Charles III of Spain. The purpose of the gardens was to create 
an area where the plants, shrubs and flowers brought back from the New 
World could acclimatise to Spanish soil. Many of the plants are the original 
specimens brought back for the opening of the gardens including the 
centrepiece, an enormous South American fig tree. In contrast to the 
Botanical Gardens we will then explore the Sitio Litre Garden which boasts 
a luscious orchid collection. After lunch on board we will drive inland, 
along the base of the mountain range through beautiful pine forests to 
the Parque Nacional del Teide. The area was declared a National Park in 
1954 and includes 14 species of plant found nowhere else in the world. 
Geologically the park is fascinating; of the many different types of volcanic 
formations examples of more than 80% can be found here. Alternatively 
there will be a full day tour to Mount Teide on offer for the active who wish 
to enjoy a challenging hike, accompanied by a local guide, through this 
spectacular landscape.

Day 12 Tenerife to London. Disembark this morning and transfer to the 
airport for the return scheduled flight to London.

Parque Nacional del Teide

Majorelle Garden

Agulo, La Gomera
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Botanical Gardens, Funchal
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