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The Itinerary

Due to a necessary change to our winter schedules this 
year, the MS Hebridean Sky will be heading to Andalucia 
for the winter months and we have therefore been able 
to devise this leisurely three week voyage across the 
Mediterranean from Malta to Seville. When planning 
the itinerary it seemed inescapable that we should 
theme the cruise around the magnificent sights of 
Ancient Rome which will be brought to life by our expert 
Guest Speaker and local guides. Discovering the sights 
in October and November will mean the temperatures 
will be pleasant and agreeable for exploration. 

Our voyage will travel a less well trodden path across the Mediterranean and will include six days in Sicily, a fascinating island with 
over 3000 years of history and a wealth of sights to discover. We will also visit the charming Amalfi Coast, the “Eternal City” of Rome 
and spend a day in the Sardinian capital of Cagliari from where we will have the opportunity to visit the wonderful ruins of Nora.

We will continue to Algeria where betwixt the desert and the sea are some of Ancient Rome’s most magnificent sites and we will 
discover the Roman ruins of Djemila, some of the finest preserved in North Africa and the ancient city of Tipaza which was probably 
founded by the Phoenicians but really came into being under the Romans. On to Spain and the port of Cartagena, with its links to 
Hannibal and Ancient Rome, Motril where we will explore the treasures of Moorish Spain during our visit to the magnificent Alhambra 
and historic Malaga. We return to the North African coast for an afternoon in Morocco to enjoy the sights and sounds of Tangier before 
our voyage concludes in the delightful city of Seville where we have the benefit of two full days to discover this vibrant Andalucian city.

All this will be achieved with great ease aboard the MS Hebridean Sky and with just over 100 like-minded travellers we are able to 
explore in a way that is impossible from aboard a large cruise vessel. For those who enjoy visiting atmospheric ports, timeless 
islands and exploring the ancient world, this itinerary has it all. 

Due to the late change to our winter schedule for the MS Hebridean Sky, we do have limited time to promote this voyage and prices 
therefore offer remarkable value for money with no single supplement for a limited number of suites and all excursions, drinks with 
meals and gratuities included in the price as well as exclusive charter flights with British Airways from  London. 

We do hope you can join us on board for what promises to be a most enjoyable cruise.

Tim Cochrane
Managing Director 
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Day 1 London Heathrow to Valletta, Malta. Fly by exclusively chartered 
British Airways flight. On arrival transfer to the MS Hebridean Sky where we 
enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as we moor overnight.

Day 2 Valletta & Mdina. After breakfast we will disembark and begin 
a walking tour of Valletta, the 16th century “Fortress City” built by the 
Knights of St John. We will take in the stunning views across the harbour 
from the Barakka Gardens, explore Merchants Street, containing the 
surviving auberges built by the Knights of St John of Jerusalem, together 
with the palace where Napoleon Bonaparte is believed to have stayed in 
1798. Our final stop will be at St John’s Cathedral. After lunch on board 
we travel inland to Mdina. Originally this city was given the name of “Citta 
Nobile”, and it is now known as the “Silent City” at the heart of the island. 
Mdina is Phoenician in origin and was the fortified capital of the island 
before the arrival of the Knights. 

Day 3 Agrigento for Valley of the Temples, Sicily. Although handsome 
in its own right and awash with Medieval atmosphere, Agrigento is not our 
main reason for calling at this southern coast port. Close by is the Valle dei 
Templi, a series of Doric temples and the most captivating of Sicilian Greek 
remains, a grouping unique outside Greece. Admire the Temple of Hera, 
the Temple of Concordia, the Dioscuri Temple, the Temple of Olympic Jove 
and the Temple of Hercules. After lunch on board the afternoon is free to 
explore Agrigento at leisure.

Day 4 Licata for Piazza Armerina. From the port of Licata we travel inland 
to what is regarded as the finest Roman site in Sicily, the Imperial Roman 
Villa of Casale. This huge villa was built in the 3rd century and has some 
stunning floor mosaics. Our return drive takes us through the province of 
Caltanissetta, recognised today as one of the best winemaking regions 
in Italy and we will break our journey at a vineyard and sample some wine 
over a Sicilian lunch.

Day 5 Noto & Ragusa. From our berth in Pozzallo we will explore the 
Baroque cities of Noto and Ragusa. Built in 1703, Noto is a picturesque city 
located on the terraced slopes of Mount Iblei. Our guided walk along the 
central streets will reveal the 18th century Palazzo Ducezio, some Baroque 
churches and the imposing Palazzo Nicolaci di Villadorata, built in 1737. We 
return to the ship for lunch and this afternoon continue to charming Ragusa 
which has been included in the UNESCO World Heritage list for its artistic 
architectural heritage with its Baroque palaces, churches, squares and winding 
narrow streets, all of which create an evocative and ancient atmosphere.

Day 6 Syracuse. Syracuse was founded by the Greeks in 734 BC and by the 
5th century was a political and military power throughout the Mediterranean 
which rivalled Athens as the largest and most beautiful city in the Greek 
world. On leaving the vessel we visit the Neapolis Archaeological Park where 
we will find a well preserved Greek theatre with seats carved from limestone. 
We will continue to explore the island of Ortigia where we will find the 



Day 11 Rome. Spend the day in the Eternal City. We will visit the 
archaeological part of the city that used to be the centre of ancient Rome’s 
political, social and religious life including the Coliseum, an amphitheatre 
large enough to seat 80,000 spectators at Roman events that was built 
between 75 and 80 AD, the well preserved Arch of Constantine and the 
Roman Forum with its majestic columns and ruins. Also see Piazza Venezia, 
the remains of Marcello Theatre, the Circus Maximus and Caracalla Baths. 
We will pass by Castel Sant’Angelo to the Vatican State, with St Peter 
Basilica in the background.

Day 12 Cagliari, Sardinia. After a morning cruising we arrive in the 
Sardinian capital of Cagliari, an ancient city that dates back to the 
Phoenicians and Romans. Choose to join an afternoon walking tour around 
the old town with its narrow streets running along a steep hillside and see 
the terraced Piazza del Palazzo and the 14th century Cathedral of St Cecila. 
Alternatively drive along the southwestern coast to reach Nora which was 
founded by the Phoenicians but also has Carthaginian and Roman ruins. 
Still visible today are the remains of a Carthaginian warehouse and various 
Roman buildings.

Day 13 At Sea. Spend the day at sea as we make our way to the North 
African coast. Our lecture programme continues in the lounge or maybe 
find a spot on deck.

Day 14 Bejaia, Algeria. Bejaia is built on a beautiful bay protected by 
mountains which give the city a splendid backdrop. Today you can choose 
a full day tour to Djemila which was declared a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site in 1981 due to its unique adaptation of Roman architecture to a 
mountain environment. In a remarkable setting, the ruins are some of the 
finest preserved in North Africa. View the Arch of Caracalla, the Forum, the 
Basilica and the Temples in addition to the mosaics which are displayed in 
the museum, representing the best collection in Algeria. This is a long but 
rewarding day. An alternative excursion will be a drive through the valley of 
the Soumman, the legendary meeting place of the leaders of the Freedom 
Fighters. It was here that they launched the revolution of 1 November 1954 
which lasted for seven years until they gained independence for Algeria 
on 5 July 1962. Afterwards visit a Berber village in Kabylia where we visit a 
typical house and various workshops. Enjoy a “dégustation” of Berber olive 
oil whilst tasting the different types of bread and other local produce as we 
gain an insight into Berber culture and history.

Day 15 Algiers, Algeria. Depart this morning for the ancient city of Tipaza 
which was probably founded by the Phoenicians but really came into being 
under the Romans. The city was extended by Emperor Claudius and grew 

Temple of Apollo, considered to be Sicily’s most ancient Doric temple and 
the Baroque Cathedral, erected over the remains of the Temple of Minerva. 
The afternoon is free to explore independently.

Day 7 Catania & Taormina. From our berth in Catania we will visit 
Taormina, a walled town lying in the shadow of Mount Etna, Europe’s 
highest volcano. The town has been a popular tourist destination since the 
19th century and our guided tour will include walking the characteristic 
alleys before visiting the 15th century Palazzo Corvaja and the impressive 
Greek Theatre from where there are marvellous views over the town and 
coast. Return to the ship for lunch and spend a free afternoon in Catania 
before we sail in the late afternoon.

Day 8 Palermo. Arrive this morning in the Sicilian capital of Palermo. After 
breakfast we will explore the city, famous for its jumbled and picturesque 
streets punctuated with ornate Baroque churches, domed Arab mosques 
and the glittering Byzantine mosaics that reveal a unique and diverse 
heritage. We visit the impressive 12th century cathedral which houses the 
royal tombs of Henri VI and King Ruggiero. Return to the ship for lunch and 
this afternoon either enjoy some time to explore independently or join an 
excursion to Monreale Cathedral, said to be the most beautiful Norman 
Church in Italy. 

Day 9 Amalfi Coast & Paestum, Italy. From our berth in Salerno we will 
explore this beautiful region of Italy with a choice of tours on offer. Perhaps 
head to Paestum which, founded by Greeks in 600 BC, is a well preserved 
and fascinating site that was rediscovered in 1752. On our half day tour we 
will see the impressive Temple Poseidon, the Basilica, Amphitheatre and 
Aethenian before spending some time in the museum, adjacent to the site. 
Alternatively discover Amalfi which, flanked by an old Saracen tower and a 
12th century Capuchin monastery, also boasts a splendid cathedral dating 
from the 11th century. We will visit St Andrew’s Cathedral and the Basilica of 
the Crucifix dating back to 596 AD. There will also be some free time to stroll 
along the impressive marina and discover the picturesque shops and cafes.

Day 10 Naples. Sail this morning into the Bay of Naples seeing the 
Norman castle that protects Naples port and the backdrop of Vesuvius in 
the distance. After breakfast we drive the short distance to Herculaneum, 
this wealthy Roman town was completely submerged by volcanic mud 
following the 79 AD eruption of Vesuvius. Since its rediscovery in 1709, 
excavations have revealed beautiful public baths, villas and gardens of 
noble families, decorated with murals and floor mosaics, and the remains 
of a theatre. Return to the ship for lunch and spend the afternoon at leisure 
in the city. 
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wealthy on Mediterranean trade. There are ruins of three Basilicas, two 
cemeteries, the baths, the theatre, the Nymphaeum and the unusual oval 
shaped amphitheatre. After visiting the city we will enjoy a typical Algerian 
lunch before continuing to the mysterious Mausoleum of Mauretania which lies 
in the hills above the sea. It is one of the most breathtaking sights in Algeria. 
The vast pyramid-like structure is named the Tomb of the Christian on account 
of the large crosses that decorate the tomb which predates Jesus Christ. We 
return to the ship via the Martyrs‘ Monument which offers spectacular views.

Day 16 Cartagena, Spain. After a relaxing morning at sea we arrive in 
Spain’s main naval port of Cartagena for an afternoon of exploration in 
this historic city that dates back to the Phoenicians. Hannibal used it as his 
capital city on the Iberian peninsula and named it after Carthage in North 
Africa whilst the Romans used it as a strategic port and administrative 
centre. Take the lift or walk up to Concepcio Castle for amazing views of 
the city and harbour, view the Roman amphitheatre and the archaeological 
site of Molinete where work continues to uncover the Roman city. 

Day 17 Motril for Alhambra. Motril is the base today for our visit to the 
UNESCO World Heritage listed Alhambra, one of the finest examples of 
Moorish culture, art and architecture. Alhambra’s construction began in 
the 11th century. The Alcazaba fortress was the first structure to be built, 
followed by the royal palace and residence of members of the court. We 
will visit the most important halls and courtyards of the Alhambra and 
the sumptuous Generalife Gardens, the luxurious summer retreat of the 
Moorish kings of Granada.

Day 18 Malaga. Today we will explore the historic and reinvented city 
of Malaga. A morning tour will take us to the 14th century Castillo de 
Gibralfaro built on a hill overlooking the city and once considered the most 
impregnable fortress in Iberia. Continue to the Alcazabar, a citadel built 
by the Moors between 1057 and 1063 at the foot of the Gibralfaro Hill and 
using materials from the nearby Roman amphitheatre which we see as we 
return to the ship. The afternoon is free to explore at your own pace.

Day 19 Tangier, Morocco. Having passed the Straits of Gibraltar this 
morning we arrive in Tangier at lunchtime. On an afternoon walking 
tour we will explore the Medina, see the views from the Kasbah situated 
at the highest point of Tangier, and then wander through the Grand 
Souk. Alternatively, drive across the beautiful Rif Mountains to Tetouan 
for a visit to the unique School of Art, Dar Sanaa which is situated in a 
former palace and teaches the most traditional of Moroccan crafts to its 
students. We continue to the ancient Medina, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site before our tour ends at the old Royal Palace, a 17th century building 
and the nearby Hassan II square. 

PRICE INCLUDES: Exclusive charter flights • 21 nights aboard the  
MS Hebridean Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard team including Guest Speaker  
• Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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Days 20 & 21 Seville, Spain. We have two days in wonderful Seville 
where there will be a choice of excursions. A walking tour will explore 
the city’s greatest monuments. Enter the Alcazar Palace with its ornate 
Moorish interiors and exotic terraced garden. We also visit the imposing 
La Giralda, Seville’s cathedral, reputed to be the largest Gothic style 
church in the world with its distinctive Moorish tower. A full day excursion 
will take us to Cordoba; the city was both the Roman and the Moorish 
capital of Spain, and its Old Town, clustered around its famous mosque 
(Mezquita), remains one of the best examples of Moorish heritage in 
Andalusia. Alternatively visit Carmona, a picturesque small town with a 
magnificent 15th century tower built in imitation of Seville’s Giralda. Not 
surprisingly, given its proximity, Carmona, once an important Roman city, 
shares a similar history with Seville. See the partly excavated amphitheatre 
followed by a walk through the enchanting town. We will return to the 
ship via an olive oil farm where we learn about the production processes. 
There will also be free time to explore Seville at your own pace. 

Day 22 Seville to London Heathrow. Disembark this morning and  
transfer to the airport for our exclusively chartered British Airways flight  
to London Heathrow.
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Your Suite
On board there are 59 exceptionally spacious and well-designed suites. 
All feature a sitting area and some have private balconies. The feeling of 
luxury is enhanced by the wood panelling and brass, which predominates 
throughout the vessel conveying the atmosphere of a private yacht. 
The passenger accommodation is arranged over five decks and all 
suites have outside views with those on the Scott and Shackleton Decks 
featuring private balconies. Each suite affords considerable comfort with 
en-suite bathroom featuring vanity unit with sink and walk-in shower, 
large wardrobes, dressing table with large mirror and stool and excellent 
storage. There is a mini-fridge, flat screen television and a telephone 
in each suite. Refillable water bottles, towelling dressing gowns and 
slippers are also provided for your comfort. Other facilities include a 
programmable electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted Molton Brown toiletries 
and individually controlled air-conditioning and heating. Soft hues 
and blended tones enhance the traditional maritime style making the 
passenger accommodation an inviting and relaxing place to be.

The much loved MS Hebridean Sky is one of our two flagships and sister vessel to the MS Island Sky.
Both vessels were built in the same shipyard in Italy at similar times and share the same excellent attributes 
that make them two of the finest small ships in the world. With a maximum passenger capacity of only 118, 
a vessel of her size is capable of carrying many more but instead the MS Hebridean Sky has the benefit of 
unusually large suites, luxuriously appointed public areas and spacious outside decks.  

ms hebridean sky 

Alfresco Dining The RestaurantOwner’s Balcony Suite

Your Dining
With only one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the 
cuisine on board the MS Hebridean Sky is of a consistent superior quality 
that befits such a vessel. In keeping with the informal atmosphere on 
board, when dining you are able to choose your seating arrangements 
and choice of restaurants at your leisure; whether that be joining a table 
of four to six other passengers in the elegant à la carte Restaurant or, 
outside buffet-style on the Lido Deck in the evening sunshine. In the main 
Restaurant, breakfast is served buffet-style, with certain items cooked 
to order on request. Lunch and dinner menus offer plenty of choice, 
often reflecting the daily catch and local delicacies. The Welcome and 
Farewell dinners are a sumptuous five course affair. To enhance your 
dining experience further a selection of wines is included with both meals. 
Afternoon tea and pre-dinner canapés take place in either the comfort of 
the Lounge or out on the Lido Deck when the weather is favourable. Tea 
and coffee are also available 24 hours a day. Special diets can be catered 
for with sufficient notice.



PPSEP21_E

2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk | www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
Cover image: Agrigento, Sciliy.

Standard Suites (Forward)

Standard Suites

Superior Suites

Premium Suites Single Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Owners Balcony Suites

Corner Suites

Hair dresser 
& Beauty 
Center

Lido 
Deck

Bridge

Library

The 
Club

Lounge

Restaurant

Hospital

Reception

Entrance 
Hall

LIFT

LIFT

LIFT

LIFT

STAIRS

STAIRS

STAIRS

STAIRS

Owner’s  Balcony Suite s

Owner ’s Balcony Suites

Balconies

Balconies

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Open 
Deck

Chart 
room

Radio 
room

O
ffi
ce

r

Chief
Engineer Captain

Hotel 
manager ś  
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Your Space
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a large Lounge 
on the Byrd Deck featuring a selection of seating options from individual 
armchairs and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily briefings given by 
the Cruise Director and talks from Guest Speakers and expedition staff 
take place in the Lounge. In addition to the main Lounge, there is also 
The Club, located on the Mawson Deck which features the main bar. The 
Club also features a 24-hour tea and coffee station. Towards the aft of 
the ship on the Mawson Deck is the Library. Well stocked with reference 
books pertaining to the destinations the vessel is visiting and a selection 
of essential reads, you will not find yourself short of excellent literature on 
board. A collection of games and devices to access the internet via the 
ship’s satellite can also be found in the library. Access to the ship’s satellite 
Wi-Fi via your own device is complimentary on board (signal strength 
varies depending on location and demand). The main Restaurant, which 
can seat all guests at one sitting, is located on the Amundsen Deck, 
and outside there is a rear Lido Deck located on the Scott Deck where 
meals are served in warm weather under shade. Further to this on the top 
Shackleton Deck there is an observation area, complete with sun loungers 
for sunbathing, relaxing with a book or catching up with fellow travellers. 
The Promenade Deck wraps around the whole ship providing outstanding 
views. There is also a small beauty salon on board with appointments 
made on request. 

Your Comfort
The MS Hebridean Sky is equipped with the latest safety, navigation and 
communications equipment along with roll stabilisers to minimise the 
ship’s motion. During your voyage we hope to offer you the opportunity 
to visit the Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the vessel’s 
progress by charts and learn more about your journey. On board you 
will also find a clinic and Doctor and a lift that serves all decks. When at 
anchor our nimble Zodiacs will ferry you ashore or, on select cruises, enjoy 
Zodiac cruises getting you closer to the natural world.

Your Life On Board
The atmosphere on board is warm and convivial and more akin to a 
private yacht or country hotel in which you can learn more about the 
wonderful destinations you are visiting in the company of like-minded 
people. There is a high ratio of crew to passengers and our friendly crew 
of 75 are mainly Filipino and Eastern European and our Captains are 
experienced mariners. After a day ashore you will return to the comfort 
and peace of a well-run and exceedingly comfortable ship where peace, 
high quality of service and attention to detail are the order of the day. 
A little music in the Lounge or bar after dinner, Guest Speakers and 
informative port briefings and of course good food, all contribute  
to make any voyage aboard this wonderful vessel a memorable and  
joyful experience.  

The Library Superior Suite The Club

MS HEBRIDEAN SKY DECK PLAN


