
PASSAGE TO

KAMCHATKA 
& BEYOND   

AN EXPEDITION CRUISE THROUGH THE  
PACIFIC RING OF FIRE ABOARD THE HANSEATIC INSPIRATION

28TH MAY TO 16TH JUNE 2022

£300 PER PERSON  

SPECIAL  OFFER -SAVE



The remote reaches of Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula and the distant and 
isolated Kuril Islands have fired the imagination of explorers and traders for 

centuries. Our past travellers have enthused about the spectacular scenery, the 
incredible array of wildlife and the native cultures known to only a few privileged 
visitors. Join this remarkable voyage of unparalleled exploration along the Pacific 
Ring of Fire for which our associates at Hapag-Lloyd Cruises have made some 
cabins available for our passengers aboard their five-star vessel, the Hanseatic 
Inspiration. 

From Otaru, Japan to Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula, we will cruise through a 
pristine environment that calls to nature lovers, history buffs, photographers and 
the intrepid explorer within. Among the Kurils, a necklace-like chain of volcanic 
islands, we find vast forests and wildflower-dappled tundra, backdropped by 
soaring steam-breathing volcanoes. Basalt stacks rise from the sea, tailormade 
resting and nesting spots for an unimaginable number of seabirds. Upon reaching 
the Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia’s remote easternmost province and home to the 
brown bear, we are greeted with a dramatic landscape of fire and ice. Geysers, 
hot springs and active volcanoes set amidst towering mountains and fast flowing 
rivers make this area magnificently unique. Marvel at spouting whales, frolicking 
seals and huge populations of nesting and migratory seabirds. 

An expedition such as this can only be undertaken by a special vessel with the 
self-sufficient qualities of the Hanseatic Inspiration. Using the fleet of Zodiacs 
we can explore inlets, bird sanctuaries and land in otherwise inaccessible places 
and, although we set sail with a set itinerary, it is often the unscheduled events 
that become the highlight. This is your opportunity to see a seldom visited corner 
of the world and to witness the timeless processes of nature taking place without 
the hindrance or help of man. Sailing in June, we will take full advantage of the 
mid-summer sun, travelling on nature’s terms, enjoying dramatic scenery and 
encountering the region’s ancient cultures and fascinating people whose lives are 
rarely touched by outsiders.
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The Itinerary
Please note that flexibility is key 
to a successful expedition in the 
Russian Far East. Although we have 
outlined an itinerary below, this 
is only a preliminary plan and the 
exact route will depend on weather 
conditions, wildlife encountered 
and authorization from Russian 
Authorities. 

Day 1 London to Tokyo, Japan.  
Fly by scheduled flight.

Day 2 Tokyo. Arrive this morning 
and transfer to our hotel for an 
overnight stay. The remainder 
of the day is free to explore this 
vibrant city at your own pace or to 
relax and enjoy the hotel facilities.

Day 3 Tokyo to Otaru. After 
breakfast in the hotel, we will 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to Sapporo. On 
arrival, transfer to the Hanseatic 
Inspiration which is moored in 
Otaru, and meet your expedition 
team. This evening we set sail and 
our expedition begins. 

Day 4 Rishiri. At Rishiri Island 
the skyline is dominated by the 
dormant volcano of Mount Rishiri 
which climbs to 1721 metres high. 
Here we will anchor off shore and 
use the Zodiacs to land near the 
Kutsugata Cape Park where we can 

discover the beautiful scenery and 
alpine wildflowers which should be 
coming into bloom.

Days 5 & 6 Sakhalin, Russia. 
Sailing on the Sea of Okhotsk, 
we arrive into Russia at the port 
of Korsakov on the island of 
Sakhalin. This island gained literary 
notoriety when Anton Chekhov 
wrote about the former penal 
colony in his travelogue. After 
clearing immigration formalities 
we will have a chance to explore 
before continuing to the island 
of Tyuleny off of the east coast. 
Tyuleniy means “seal” in Russian, 
and during the summer months 
the island is home to literally tens 
of thousands of northern fur seals 
and Steller sea lions. Our visit is 
well timed to see not only the 
seals and sea lions, but also tens of 
thousands of common guillemots 
and blacklegged kittiwakes that 
have made their nests in the cliffs 
above.

Days 7 & 8 Kuril Islands. We 
begin our venture into the Pacific 
Ring of Fire within the Russian Far 
East visiting the Kuril Islands which 
extend for 1200 kilometres from 
northern Japan to the Kamchatka 
Peninsula. The mountain peaks 
shimmer through the mist and the 
sea thunders against the steep 

cliffs. In this unspoilt territory, 
we will be conducting numerous 
Zodiac rides and landings, to 
fully experience the vast natural 
wonders up close. The wildlife 
sightings are a special part of this 
tour, with Brad Chirpoy being 
home to sea lion colonies, and 
the Lovushka Islands giving the 
opportunity to see seabirds and 
marine mammals.

Days 9 to 13 Kamchatka & Bering 
Island. The next few days will be 
truly expeditionary in nature with 
the Captain and Expedition Leader 
planning the route depending on 
weather conditions and wildlife 
sightings. We will be able to 
fully experience this wondrous 
landscape late into the evening 
due to the long days. In Russkaya 
Bay, we hope to spot some sea 
otters whilst hiking with the 
onboard experts. Our renowned 
scientists on board will enlighten 
you with lectures on the different 
eras of Russian history and the 
indigenous peoples as well as the 
Cossack conquerors. Upon visiting 
Petropavlovsk, the scientific and 
cultural centre of Kamchatka, 
you will see the effects that these 
people had on the area. To really 
appreciate the sulphur springs from 
above, we have the option to take 
a helicopter ride to the Valley of 

the Geysers. Another option is to 
take a flight to Nalychevo Nature 
Park, where you can really immerse 
yourself in the wilderness. And for 
the adventurous types, there is a 
challenging optional hike that you 
can take up the Avacha volcano, with 
some truly stunning views. For our 
Zodiac ventures in the Zhupanova 
River we will keep an eye out for the 
seals, Steller sea eagles and bears 
on the hunt. This time of year is 
when the Pacific salmon return to the 
rivers to spawn, making it an ideal 
time to see the bears at their best. 
We also spend time visiting Bering 
Island, where we learn of the origin 
of its name. Vitus Bering ran aground 
here in 1741 on the way home from 
his second Kamchatka expedition.

Day 14 At Sea. Enjoy a day at sea as 
we cruise towards the Kuril Islands. 
Join one of the lectures or relax and 
enjoy the facilities on board.

Days 15 & 16 Kuril Islands. We 
return to the Kuril Islands and we 
will take the Zodiacs out to get 
closer to the Ptichiy Islands, home 
to seals and spotted seals as well 
as meeting the residents of one of 
the villages. The experts will also 
explain the volcanological history of 
the area, specifically Atlasova and its 
black lava beach. Here we will learn 
about the Alaid, one of the highest 
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Cat DeckCabin Description

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Two nights hotel 
accommodation with breakfast in Tokyo • 16 nights aboard the Hanseatic 
Inspiration on a full board basis • Mini-bar with soft drinks in your cabin 
restocked each day • Zodiac excursions • Expedition team including 
onboard lectures • Gratuities • Transfers • Airport taxes • Port taxes 
• Landing fees • Use of parka jacket, rubber boots, binoculars and walking 
poles during the cruise. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, Russian visa, optional excursions (details 
and costs for which will be sent to passengers three months before 
departure).
Important Russian Visa Information: A visa is required for Russia 
and we will provide all supporting documentation needed although the 
process to apply for the visa cannot be started until three months before 
departure and in some instances can take up to six weeks. To obtain 
a Russian visa it will be necessary for passengers to attend application 
centres in London, Manchester or Edinburgh. This information is correct 
at the time of printing and should the information change, we will be in 
touch with booked passengers with updated guidelines.

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

1  Outside cabin 4, 5 & 6

2  Panoramic cabin 4 & 5

3  French balcony cabin 6

4  Balcony cabin 5

5  French balcony cabin 7

6  Balcony cabin 6 & 7

7  Balcony cabin 6

8  Balcony cabin 7

9  Junior suite with balcony 6 & 7

10  Grand suite with veranda 6 & 7

2  Panoramic cabin for sole use 4 & 5

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

volcanoes in the Kuril Islands at 
over 2000 metres. Yankicha Island 
is impressive, accessible only by 
Zodiac and only during high tide, 
it is actually a sinking volcanic 
caldera. Inside the magnificent 
lagoon with its fumaroles and hot 
springs, we can still see traces of 
the tremendous forces that created 
the island long ago. The number 
of auklets which breed here is truly 
incredible.

Days 17 At Sea. Enjoy a day at sea 
as we sail to Korsakov. Join one of 
the lectures or relax and enjoy the 
facilities on board.

Day 18 Korsakov, Sakhalin. Today 
we return to Korsakov to complete 
immigration formalities before we 
continue our journey to Otaru.

Day 19 Otaru to Tokyo, Japan. 
Disembark this morning and 
transfer to Sapporo airport for 
our scheduled flight to Tokyo. On 
arrival we transfer to our hotel 
for an overnight stay and the 
remainder of the day is at leisure.

Day 20 Tokyo to London. After 
breakfast in the hotel we transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight 
to London. Arrive this afternoon.

Exploring by Zodiac



Your Cabin/Suite 
There are a total of 120 cabins and suites. All cabins/suites feature a 
comfortable sleeping area with separable beds, a heated wall in the 
bathroom, a rain shower, TV, a coffee machine and a mini bar with soft 
drinks refilled daily. They are also equipped with binoculars and Nordic 
walking poles and 24-hour cabin service is available. The Outside Cabins, 
Panoramic Cabins and French Balcony Cabins all measure between 21 
to 23 square metres and the Balcony Cabins measure 27 square metres 
including the balcony. The Junior Suites are approximately 42 square 
metres including the balcony and offer panoramic views, a comfortable 
living and sleeping area and a separate dining area. They also benefit 
from the addition of a bathroom with two sinks, a steam sauna and butler 
service. The Grand Suites are approximately 71 square metres including 
a private veranda with space heaters. They feature a sleeping area with 
panoramic views and a comfortable living area as well as a separate dining 
area. Additional facilities include a bathroom with two sinks, free standing 
bath, rain shower, steam sauna, balcony access and butler service.

Operated by our German associates, Hapag-Lloyd Cruises, the Hanseatic Inspiration is a new five-star 
expedition ship launched in October 2019. With a maximum of just 230 passengers (199 passengers in 
Antarctica), this unique vessel offers an informal and relaxed atmosphere on board with more open deck 
space than any other expedition ship. There is a qualified expedition team of naturalists who will accompany 
you ashore and provide informative talks in the comfort of the well-designed HanseAtrium, and a crew of 
175 offering the most exquisite and attentive service on board.

HANSEATIC INSPIRATION

HanseAtrium Bar Nikkei RestaurantJunior Suite

Your Space
The vessel has three spacious restaurants, two bars, a library, Sun Deck 
with swimming pool and pool bar, fitness room, hair salon and a small 
boutique. Whilst relaxing on deck and watching for passing wildlife, the 
excellent service team offer little touches like exotic fruit skewers and 
cooling cloth towels. There is also a hospital on the lower deck and it is in 
the HanseAtrium that the expedition team will hold lectures and briefings. 
The vessel has been designed taking inspiration from nature to reflect the 
expeditionary theme of the voyages and to provide interplay between 
the interiors and the world outside. Exciting vistas are guaranteed in the 
Observation Lounge thanks to the 180-degree panoramic view which can 
be enjoyed while relaxing with an aperitif at the bar and listening to the 
music. Another design highlight are the two extendable glass balconies 
on the Sun Deck from which passing wildlife can be viewed on the ocean 
surfaces. Guests will have the opportunity to visit the bridge whenever 
the local regulations and conditions allow, by prior arrangement with the 
officer on duty.
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Your Dining
Highly trained chefs will surprise you every day with their skill and attention 
to detail. Diverse and classic delicacies will be available at every meal, 
whether you are enjoying a quick breakfast or a relaxed evening meal. 
There is a choice of three spacious open-seating restaurants including the 
Hanseatic Restaurant with its relaxed atmosphere, the Lido Restaurant 
offering both indoor and outdoor seating, and the Speciality Restaurant 
where you will be taken on a culinary voyage of discovery with Japanese 
and Peruvian creations. The Hanseatic Restaurant and Speciality Restaurant 
are à la carte whereas the Lido Restaurant offers a buffet-style service. 
Spend your days and evenings however you wish thanks to flexible 
mealtimes, a free choice of seating and attentive 24-hour cabin service.

Life On Board
With your every need attended to, there is nothing to do but relax and 
enjoy the experience aboard the Hanseatic Inspiration. After a Zodiac 
excursion, you will be welcomed back on board with hot drinks and snacks, 
drinks will be handed to you as you stand on deck viewing magnificent 
icebergs and the crew will think of everything and enhance your cruise 
in every way possible. Highly qualified, knowledgeable experts will 
accompany you throughout the cruise; discovering unknown territory and 
seeing amazing wildlife will be a lot more rewarding with an expert by your 
side. Whether a naturalist or ornithologist, their passion and enthusiasm will 
be conveyed through talks on board and during excursions. The onboard 
fleet of 17 Zodiac landing craft enables guests to reach every spectacular 
sight, no matter how remote and, due to their manoeuvrability, these 
inflatable craft allow us to truly immerse ourselves in nature. 

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
During construction of the Hanseatic Inspiration, the focus was on making 
her suitable for all ice conditions and she has been fitted with cutting-
edge equipment and environmental technology. The vessel holds the 
highest ice class for a passenger ship – PC 6, and with a shallow draught, 
powerful engine and robust propellers, this is a sturdy ship with excellent 
manoeuvrability. All of these features allow access to remote islands and 
coastlines and make for one of the finest expedition vessels. Please note 
that the Hanseatic Inspiration is a smoke-free ship. This applies to all 
interior public areas as well as on deck, including the private balconies and 
verandas.

Main Restaurant Panoramic Cabin Observation Lounge

HANSEATIC INSPIRATION DECK PLAN

During this voyage you will be visiting out of the way 
destinations and will be accompanied by an expedition 
team. Landings and excursions will be made by Zodiac 
landing craft. This cruise will appeal to the more 
adventurous and those who enjoy the natural world.
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All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
Cover image: Volcanic landscape, Kamchatka Peninsula.




