Island Hopping in the
South Pacific aboard
MS ISLAND SKY
april to october 2020

MS Island Sky
The MS Island Sky is one of our three flagships and one of the
finest small ships in the world. With a maximum capacity of only
118, a vessel of her size is capable of carrying many more but
instead the MS Island Sky has the benefit of unusually large suites,
luxuriously appointed public areas and spacious outside decks.
Equally as important as the facilities are the staff on board,
whether they are the vessel’s crew or our own onboard teams who
work together to ensure a well-run ship with a warm atmosphere.
Our reputation has been built on providing the very best in all
areas and our crew not only offer an excellent service, they are
also noted for their kindness and attention to detail. In addition,
the Noble Caledonia onboard team, who are in control of the day
to day programme and shore visits, do their utmost to make every
day special and their knowledge and enthusiasm make every trip a
unique event.
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Expedition Cruising & Zodiacs
Since time began man has felt compelled to step beyond
the familiar realm and seek a new destiny. Out of this desire to
explore and seek understanding, which still remains an integral part of our
spirit today, came the advent of expedition cruising. Extraordinary travel
requires vessels like the MS Island Sky with their ability to adapt to their
surroundings, land on remote atolls, follow in the wake of whales and
dolphins and provide a comfortable base.
Our voyages in this brochure through the South Pacific Ocean are
expeditionary in nature and therefore in place of the customary Cruise
Director and accompanying staff, you will be joined by an expedition team.
These hand-picked experts are naturalists, historians and ecologists who
will share their knowledge and enthusiasm during forays ashore and whilst
on board. We have the very best in their field and they will supervise the
daily programme and hold talks and briefings throughout the cruise. The
expedition teams have one aim, to make your trip as enjoyable, relaxing and
informative as possible.

Your Life On Board

When choosing your next voyage the choice of vessels is astounding.
You can select a ship carrying in excess of 4000 passengers with
impersonal service or join us aboard the MS Island Sky where peace,
high quality service and attention to detail are the order of the day. The
atmosphere on board is warm and convivial and more akin to a private
yacht or country hotel. Enjoy a little music in the lounge or bar after
dinner, Guest Speakers and informative port briefings from our Expedition
Leader and of course good food with wine included at lunch and dinner,
all contribute to make any voyage aboard the MS Island Sky a memorable
and joyful experience. After a day ashore you will return to the comfort
and peace of an exceedingly comfortable ship.

For your Comfort, Security & Safety

The MS Island Sky is equipped with the latest safety, navigation and
communications equipment along with roll stabilizers to minimise the
ship’s motion. During your voyage we hope to offer the opportunity to
visit the Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the vessel’s progress
by charts and learn more about your journey. There is also a dedicated
channel on your television in your suite showing the routing of the vessel.
On board you will find a clinic and Doctor and a lift that serves all decks.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Expedition cruising is about getting off the beaten track, out of the way
of other ships, of other visitors; it is about leaving the infrastructures of
civilisation behind. We may not be far from civilisation, but we will often be
out of sight of it. The MS Island Sky carries a fleet of onboard Zodiacs which
are invaluable for our expeditions. These inflatable craft offer marvellous
manoeuvrability allowing us access to otherwise impossible landing
places. With these we can explore reefs and lagoons, isolated islands and
communities, bird sanctuaries and land in otherwise inaccessible places
and be footloose in a way that would be totally impractical for larger groups
of passengers. Zodiacs are safe, reliable and convenient boats that allow
us to go from ship to shore, whether we land on a beach, on rocks, or on
a concrete jetty. Zodiacs can negotiate shallows, river estuaries, coral reefs
and in many places which we visit during expedition cruises, they are the
only way to go ashore. They also enable the expedition team to offer Zodiac
cruises during the voyage and on occasion, Zodiacs will also be used as
platforms from where swimming and snorkelling can be conducted.
Zodiacs will be integral to the operation of all the itineraries featured in
this brochure. If you have any concerns or queries pertaining to expedition
cruising and what it entails, please do not hesitate to contact one of our
experienced travel consultants.
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Alfresco dining

The Club

The Library

Your Space
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms on board the MS Island Sky
include a large lounge on the Columbus Deck featuring a selection of seating
options from individual armchairs and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily
briefings and talks given by the Noble Caledonia onboard team take place in
the lounge which is fitted with the highest standard of presentation equipment
including multiple screens. For your convenience, it is also possible to follow
the onboard lectures from the comfort of your suite.
In addition to the Main Lounge on the Columbus Deck, there is also The
Club, located on the Marco Polo Deck which features the main bar where the
onboard pianist plays periodically throughout the day. The Club also features
a 24-hour tea and coffee station. Towards the aft of the ship on the Marco
Polo Deck is the Library. Well stocked with reference books pertaining to the
destinations the vessel is visiting and a selection of essential reads, you will not
find yourself short of excellent literature on board. A collection of games and
devices to access the internet via the ship’s satellite can also be found in the
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Library. Access to the ship’s satellite Wi-Fi via your own device is complimentary
on board (signal strength varies depending on location and demand).
Newspapers are also placed in the library depending on local availability.
The Dining Room which can seat all guests at one sitting is located on the
Magellan Deck and outside there is a rear Lido Deck located on the Erikson
Deck, complete with deck tables and chairs where meals are served in warm
weather under shade. Further to this on the top Explorer Deck the observation
area complete with sun loungers is ideal for sun bathing, relaxing with a book
or spotting wildlife. The walk around the promenade on the Marco Polo Deck
provides a unique circular view of the passing seascapes. There is also a small
hairdressers on board offering a selection of beauty treatments. For your
comfort, there is a clinic with Doctor on board and a lift which serves all decks.
As is the joy of small ship cruising, we hope to offer the opportunity to visit the
Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the progress of the vessel (subject
to weather or security conditions).

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

The Restaurant

Alfresco dining on the Lido Deck

Elegant cuisine

Your Dining On Board
It is quite a task to create a dining experience as that found on board
the MS Island Sky when you are cruising in far-flung corners of the globe,
indeed it takes a team of highly talented chefs to deliver fresh, varied
dishes no matter where you are at sea. Fortunately, our catering teams are
well adapted to the world of small ship cruising where no two days are the
same and the menus are often scheduled and tailored around the days’
excursions.
With only one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the
cuisine on board is of a consistent superior quality. Where possible and
when it meets their high standards, our accomplished chefs will obtain local
produce in markets. Such purchases enhance the well-stocked larders and
enable the chefs on board to exhibit their culinary skills and bring a local
touch to the varied menus, emphasising the international expertise of the
chefs on board. Afternoon tea and pre-dinner canapés take place every
day in either the comfort of the Lounge or out on the Lido Deck when the
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weather is favourable. Tea and coffee are also available 24 hours a day.
Special diets can be catered for with sufficient notice.
In keeping with the informal atmosphere on board, when dining you are
able to choose your seating arrangements at your leisure. Whether that
be joining a table of four to six other passengers outside on the Lido Deck
in the evening’s sunshine or whether you prefer to enjoy meals in the à la
carte restaurant. For those travelling alone, our onboard friendly restaurant
staff will take care to ensure you are seated with other like-minded
travellers. In the main elegant dining room, breakfast is served buffet-style,
with certain items cooked to order on request. Lunch and dinner are à
la carte with an excellent choice of dishes, with the menu reflecting the
daily catch or local delicacies. To enhance your dining experience even
further a selection of wines are included with both meals and there is also
a comprehensive wine list with a wide selection of new and old world wines
from which to choose.
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Owner’s Balcony Suite

Your Suite
On board there are 59 exceptionally
spacious and well-designed suites. All
feature a seating area and some have
private balconies, whilst those on the
Marco Polo Deck feature tinted, sliding
glass doors allowing greatly enhanced
viewing opportunities from your suite and
quick access to the deck when a pod of
whales or dolphins is spotted. The feeling
of luxury is enhanced by the wood
panelling and brass, which predominates
throughout the vessel conveying the
atmosphere of a private yacht. The
passenger accommodation is arranged
over five decks and all suites have outside views. Each affords considerable
comfort with en-suite bathroom featuring marble-topped vanity unit with sink
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and walk-in shower, a large wardrobe, dressing table with large mirror and
stool and excellent storage. There is a mini-fridge, flat screen television
with inbuilt DVD/CD player and a telephone in each suite. Refillable water
bottles, dressing gowns and slippers are also provided for your comfort.
Other facilities include a programmable electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted
Molton Brown toiletries, air-conditioning and heating. The suites on each
deck have their own colour theme. Soft hues and blended tones enhance
the traditional maritime style making the passenger accommodation an
inviting and relaxing place to be. The comfortable beds in each suite can
be configured as either double or twin.
The impressive Island Suite located on the Explorer Deck features an
extra large balcony stretching the length of the suite. Additional features
of this marvellous suite include complimentary minibar stocked with your
preference of beverages and complimentary laundry.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
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Explorer Deck – Island Suite
The spacious Island Suite located on the Explorer Deck measures
approximately 32 square metres and boasts an extra large balcony with
table, chairs and sun lounger.
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Passage through Polynesia
An expedition from Tahiti to Fiji aboard the MS Island Sky
16th April to 2nd May 2020

T

he name Polynesia means ‘many islands’ and no one could argue with the suitability of this title. There are islands of low lying coral
with some of the most beautiful beaches in the world and contrasting volcanic mountainous structures of lush, incomparable beauty.
On the more remote islands, villages are still composed of thatched houses, set amongst the shade of the breadfruit and coconut trees. Many
islands are important nesting grounds for seabirds and sea turtles and the lagoons are breeding grounds for countless species of fish.
From the Polynesian paradise of Tahiti we travel to the Cook Islands and Tonga with visits to a number of the smaller islands such as
Atiu, with only 560 residents, and uninhabited Tofua. Meet local villagers, learn about Polynesian culture and its many ancient rituals and
experience a wide range of unique flora and fauna.
The only comfortable way to explore this intriguing region is by sea
and we are fortunate in having one of the finest and best equipped
expedition vessels in the world for our explorations. Helping us
understand all the wonders we will encounter will be our expedition
team who will accompany us ashore and enlighten us with their
onboard talks. With our fleet of Zodiac landing craft we will explore
inlets, lagoons and land in otherwise inaccessible places.

SOCIETY
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What To Expect…
Flexibility is the key to an expedition cruise; sometimes the whole day’s schedule will
be changed to maximise your experience, something that would not be possible on
a large cruise ship. Each day holds something new and to provide you with an idea of
what to expect, below are some extracts from ship’s logs from previous expeditions:

Landing by Zodiac

Local, Atiu

Palmerston, Cook Islands: What a wonderful surprise Palmerston proved to be.
The island is delightful, as close to a paradise coral atoll as it is possible to get.
The 60 residents have no form of transport other than small motorcycles so there
is no need for roads, only sandy tracks. A welcoming group gave us coconuts
to drink from. A minister conducted a service of welcome and the mayor gave
a short speech before accepting materials for the school we had brought with
us. Islanders staged a dance programme, largely performed by schoolchildren
who took us off in small groups to see the village afterwards. We visited Lucky
School, the solar farm which supplies the majority of the island’s electricity, and
chatted to islanders in their homes. Our time was our own and we gained a great

Niue coastline

impression of life which is devoid of most modern facilities such as television.
Lunch was on board, although a few people chose to stay ashore. The Duke’s Pool
is a popular swimming spot which we descended upon in the afternoon. People
enjoyed snorkelling, sunbathing, further exploration of the island or watching the
red-tailed tropicbirds and great frigate birds which drifted low over our heads.
We left Palmerston with regret: it had been a taste of the simplest life imaginable,
with sweet children who displayed a non-worldliness and innocence long lost in
western society.
Atiu, Cook Islands: We would spend three days in total exploring the Cook Islands
and our first stop was Atiu where Captain Cook landed on the west side of the
island in 1775. Today we were offered a choice of two local tours. The first was
a wildlife tour led by local Birdman George (accompanied of course by our own
Birdmen Tony and Brent) and the second a cultural tour with a variety of guides
who would drive small groups of us around the island visiting some of the key
points of interest. Over the course of the next couple of hours we visited the site
where Captain James Cook is believed to have taken his first footsteps on the
island as well as coffee plantations, taro patches, churches and many of us were
invited to the local island homes and gardens of our guides providing even more
personal insight to life on the island. Meanwhile on the eco tour, Birdman George
led a convoy of three vans around the island to take a closer look at local birds
and plants. Between the three ornithologists both the endemic Atiu swiftlet and
the Rimatara lorikeet were spotted. In addition to these rare birds, the groups also
enjoyed sightings of the chattering kingfisher resting on power lines and football
posts, the lesser frigate bird and the beautiful white or fairy terns.

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Tahiti, French
Polynesia. Fly by scheduled indirect
flight.
Day 2 Tahiti. Arrive this morning and
transfer to the Intercontinental Hotel
(or similar) for an overnight stay. The
afternoon and evening will be at
leisure to relax and enjoy the hotel
facilities or explore independently.
Day 3 Tahiti. After breakfast in the
hotel we will embark on a full day
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tour of Tahiti. We will start at the
Arahoho Blow Hole. This lava tube,
designed by liquid lava flowing
under cold and hard lava, has
created a channel. When waves
crash against the rocks and enter
the channel the result is a powerful
sea water geyser. We will enjoy
lunch at a local restaurant before
visiting the Museum of Tahiti and
her Islands. Later this afternoon we
transfer to the MS Island Sky and
sail tonight.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Wild flower

Day 5 At Sea. Relax on board as we
sail to the Cook Islands.
Day 6 Atiu, Cook Islands. Our first
stop in the Cook Islands is the small
island of Atiu. With only 560 residents
we will be guaranteed a special
welcome. There will be the chance
to join the local expert “Birdman
George” on a walking tour to search
for the Rarotonga monarch, chattering
kingfisher, Cook Island fruit dove and
Atiu swiftlets. Alternatively, discover
the island on a tour which will include
James Cook’s landing site from 1777,
the coffee plantations and a visit to
some of the local houses. After lunch
on board there will be the chance to
return to Atiu for a relaxing afternoon
exploring from the beach or maybe
enjoy a taste of the local Tumunu,
a traditional drink brewed from
fermented oranges.
Day 7 Aitutaki. This lovely lagoon
is famous for its fascinating coral
formations and bountiful brightly hued
tropical fish. After a lively welcome this
morning, join an island drive which will
explore the sleepy village of Arutanga
seeing the oldest church in the Cook
Islands. We will see the lush forest of
Nikaupara and from the top of Mount
Piraki will view the bunkers built during
World War II. From the top of Maunga
Pu we are treated to breathtaking
views of the island and lagoon.
Alternatively, you may wish to join our
naturalists for a cruise and snorkel in
the lagoon. We sail after lunch and
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enjoy an afternoon on board as we
cruise to our next island.

MS Island Sky – Passage through Polynesia

Day 4 Raiatea & Taha’a. Raiatea is
recognised throughout Tahiti as its
“Sacred Island”, the cultural heart of
all Polynesia. Local Polynesian legends
say Raiatea, formerly known as “Havai”
was the island of origin of great
voyaging canoes that took the people
as far as Hawaii. This, the second
largest Tahitian isle, was the centre of
religion and culture over 1000 years
ago and still lends enchantment to
ancient legends told to this day. This
morning’s island tour will include
a visit to the Taputapuatea marae
which dates back over 1000 years.
This afternoon we sail over to the
neighbouring island of Taha’a where
we plan to visit a vanilla plantation.
With the rich aroma of vanilla lingering
heavily in the air, Taha’a offers a
glimpse of the traditional, tranquil life
of the Tahitians.

Swimming hole, Niue

Day 8 Palmerston. The engaging
history of the William Masters
family comes alive as we meet the
descendants of this eccentric 19th
century Englishman who took three
native brides. We will be welcomed
by the local officials before enjoying
a walk through the village. Extremely
fine handicrafts are made on this
island and here the birdwatchers
could catch sight of the red-tailed
tropic birds. This afternoon we will
have a chance to swim or snorkel from
the beach where large coral blocks
team with goatfish, boxfish, groupers,
stingray and turtles.
Day 9 At sea. Relax on board, join a
lecture in the lounge or simply find
a spot on deck and watch the world
go by.
Day 10 Niue. Niue is one of the
smallest independent nations on
earth at just 260 square kilometres
with a population of just 1200 people.
Populated since the 10th century,
the first European to sight Niue
was Captain Cook in 1774 but his
attempts to land were refused by the
inhabitants. Today we will visit the
capital, Alofi Village, and stop at the
Philatelic Bureau, where some of the
world’s most sought-after stamps may
be purchased. We will continue to
Matapa Chasm, a secluded cleft in
the sea cliffs, where we discover the
perfect swimming hole. Return to the
ship for lunch and an afternoon at sea.

Coconut crab

Palmerston, Cook Islands

Red-tailed tropic bird
Aitutaki, Cook Islands

Day 11 Vava’u, Tonga. After crossing
the International Date Line (so it is
now 27 April), we arrive this morning in
the Vava’u islands, part of the kingdom
of Tonga and the pretty port of Neiafu.
Spend the morning independently
exploring the town, maybe visit the
local market or enjoy a drink in a
harbourside cafe.
Day 12 Ha’apai Islands. Today we
arrive at the Ha’apai group which
consists of 62 islands comprising
of lagoons, barrier reefs and active
volcanoes. The islands have a rich
maritime history with Abel Tasman
being the first European to visit the
islands in 1643 whilst Captain James
Cook visited twice in the 1770s.
However, the most famous event was
Mutiny of the HMS Bounty which
occurred between the islands of Lifuka
and Tofua. It was on the island of Tofua
that Captain William Bligh landed
after being cast off from the Bounty
with limited provisions and nautical
equipment. A hostile reception from
the islanders meant they quickly fled
to sea again. Tropical forests grow
along gentle slopes here and at the
centre of the island is the volcanic
crater, with a clear blue lake at its
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Ha’apai Islands

Church, Levuka

Butterfly Fish

base. During the morning we hope
to offer a Zodiac cruise to explore the
coastline of this historic island.
Day 13 Fulaga, Fiji. Our first call at a
Fijian island will be on Fulaga, famous
for its woodcarving and the making of
large outrigger canoes. Over 100 tiny
islands in the Fulaga Lagoon have been
undercut into extraordinary mushroom
shapes and the surrounding waters
are tinged with striking colours by the
dissolved limestone. On arrival we
hope to meet with the village elder
to welcome us to the island before
spending the morning using our
Zodiacs to explore the rocks or find a
suitable beach to land for swimming,
snorkelling or beachcombing.
Day 14 Levuka & Honeymoon Island.
The island of Levuka and the town of
Ovalau has a special place in Fijian

history as it was here in 1874 that
the Fiji Islands were ceded to the
British and also where in 1970 Fiji was
declared independent again. The
town is unlike any other Fijian town
having retained the colonial buildings
which made it the first Fijian site to
be granted UNESCO status. Join a
walking tour around Nasova village
on the shores of the bay and visit the
museum and Cession Monument,
the site where Chief Cakobau signed
the deed ceding Fiji to Great Britain.
This afternoon we will relocate to
Honeymoon Island where we can relax
on the beach or join an organised
snorkelling trip.
Day 15 Fiji to London. Disembark this
morning and transfer to the airport for
our scheduled indirect flight to London.
Day 16 London. Arrive today.

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price
£9495

Magellan

Standard

£9995

Columbus

Superior

£10295

£9795

Marco Polo

Premium

£10595

£10095

Marco Polo

Corner

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

Explorer

£11695

£11195

Owner’s Balcony Suites

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Explorer

Island Suite

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Magellan

Standard for sole use

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Columbus

Superior for sole use

£13795

£13295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel
accommodation in Tahiti with breakfast • 12 nights aboard the MS Island
Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch &
dinner • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore excursions
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.
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Extend your time in Tahiti with our two night stay on the
island of Moorea, this heart shaped island is situated
close to the main island of Tahiti and is renowned as one
of the most beautiful in the world. From our hotel, the
Manava Beach Resort & Spa (or similar) there will be the
opportunity to enjoy water sports or alternatively you
may wish to explore the island seeing the plantations of
cotton, coffee, sugarcane and pineapples and the majestic mountains with views
over the island and wonderful waterfalls. Upon check-out on 17th April, transfer
to the main island and continue with the main itinerary from day 2.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £725 Single: £975
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Moorea with breakfast, transfers
from airport to hotel and from hotel to the the main island using local boats and
vehicles, half day island tour, gratuities.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

1st to 5th May 2020

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Suite Category

14th to 17th April 2020

Post-Cruise Fiji Extension

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Deck

Pre-Cruise Moorea Extension

If you would like to extend your time in Fiji after
disembarking the MS Island Sky, we are offering a
relaxing three night stay at the Matamanoa Island
Resort which is located in the Mamanuca group of
islands which are offshore west of Fiji’s main island,
Vitu Levi. The Mamanuca islands are famous for their
white sand beaches and this hotel offers an intimate
and secluded experience on a small Fijian island.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy
Beachfront Pool Bure:
Twin: £1295 Single: £1945

Price Includes: Three nights hotel accommodation on half board basis (breakfast
and dinner), transfers to and from the resort using local boats.
Not Included: Travel insurance, gratuities, optional hotel activities.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
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Passage to Papua New Guinea
An expedition from Fiji to Papua New Guinea exploring Vanuatu, the Solomon Islands
& Papua New Guinea aboard the MS Island Sky
28th April to 17th May 2020

J

oin us aboard the MS Island Sky in the South Pacific for exactly
the type of itinerary which suits her many talents best as we sail
from Fiji and discover Vanuatu and the Solomon Islands on the way to
Papua New Guinea. The islands we call at along the way are certainly
not on the mass tourism circuit and their beauty and customs are
relatively unscathed by the modern world. As we explore, our fleet of
purpose built Zodiacs will provide us with the freedom of spontaneity
to land on otherwise inaccessible beaches and encounter some truly
remote and fascinating communities. Obviously, such beauty and
serenity is best enjoyed with a small number of travelling companions
and the MS Island Sky with a maximum of only 118 passengers is the
ideal vessel, offering all the comforts of a larger vessel, but with the
added luxury of a small number of passengers.
Our expedition begins in Fiji from where we head to the Vanuatu
archipelago, home to volcanos, rainforests bursting with a magnificent
array of flora and fauna, beautiful beaches and a mesmerising
underwater world of tropical fish and coral. From here our island
hopping adventure continues to the Solomon Islands which were
thrust on to the centre stage of world history when the Allied forces
took the offensive in the South Pacific and air, land and sea battles
ensued for their control. We will visit the outer islands of Vanikoro
and Santa Ana before arriving in Honiara where we explore the war
sites and head west to Marovo Lagoon. From these remote island
paradises we will have the opportunity to visit tribal villages little
changed for centuries, see astonishing ceremonial dances, enjoy
nature walks inland or swim in the warm waters from isolated palmfringed beaches.
The final two days of our voyage will be spent exploring the islands
of Papua New Guinea, a land of striking natural beauty and a hybrid
of diverse and unique cultures, with more than 1000 tribal groups,
each with different traditions. The region possesses exotic wildlife,
turquoise seas, tropical rainforest and steep sided volcanoes. In
this land of contrasts we will witness cultural ceremonies, enjoy
fascinating underwater experiences and we hope to explore the
beautiful D’Entrecasteaux Islands.

The Itinerary

Days 1 & 2 London to Fiji. Fly by
scheduled indirect flight.  
Day 3 Fiji. Arrive this morning and
transfer to the Sofitel Hotel (or similar)
for an overnight stay. The remainder of
the day is at leisure.
Day 4 Fiji. Enjoy a relaxing morning
at the hotel. After lunch we will
transfer to the MS Island Sky
moored in Lautoka and sail this
evening.

12

Day 5 Yasawa Islands. This morning
we will drop anchor amongst the
twenty islands of the Yasawa group. In
1789 when Captain Bligh was set adrift
from the HMS Bounty he passed by
the Yasawa Islands from where two war
canoes were sent to pursue them. They
escaped, and the waters are still known
as Bligh Water. Today we can expect a
friendlier welcome as we explore the
coastline and visit one of the islands.
Return to the ship for lunch and enjoy
a relaxing afternoon at sea.

PAPUA NEW
GUINEA

Marovo
Lagoon

SOLOMON
ISLANDS
Honiara

Port
Moresby

D’Entrecasteaux
Islands

Vanikoro

Santa Ana
Mota Lava
& Ra Island
Espiritu Santo

VANUATU

Pentecost Island
Port Havannah
Tanna

Yasawa Islands

FIJI

AUSTRALIA
Day 6
At Sea. Join a lecture or find
a spot on deck as we cruise towards
Vanuatu.

Day 7 Tanna, Vanuatu. Our first call
in Vanuatu is the island of Tanna,
Brisbane
meaning earth in the local Kwamera
NEW
language. Captain
Cook was the first
SOUTH
W Avisit
L E Sthe island in 1774,
European to
landing at Port Resolution, having
been attracted by the glowing light
of Mount Yasur. This 361-metre active
volcano is situated in the south east
of the island and dominates the
landscape. We will use our Zodiacs to
land ashore and the more adventurous
amongst us may wish to join a journey
to the crater taking local trucks
through the rainforest that covers the
mountain before walking to the rim.
Alternatively, we hope to have the
chance to visit local villages where
traditional lifestyles are maintained,
and the local culture has been largely
unaffected by western influences. We
will learn of the customs, traditional
medicines, crafts and cooking styles.
Day 8 Port Havannah. Awake this
morning as we anchor off Port
Havannah, situated on the north
coast of Efate Island and our base for
today’s activities. There are a number
of outer islands that we may be able
to explore depending on weather and
sea conditions. Lelepa Island is 160
acres of unspoilt tropical rainforest
and palm fringed beaches. On a
nature walk we will see the herbs used
in local medicines before exploring
Feles cave, thought to be the resting
place of the legendary Polynesian
Chief, Roi Mata. Meanwhile on Moso
Island we meet the volunteers at the
Tasiriki Turtle Sanctuary who will teach
us about the rehabilitation of the
Hawksbill turtles and the attempts to
increase their numbers. If time and

weather permit, we will also set up a
snorkelling platform.
Day 9 Pentecost Island. Named
after the day on which it was first
sighted by Europeans, Pentecost is a
mountainous, tropical island. There
are no towns on Pentecost and many
areas remain relatively untouched
by western influences with strong
local traditions. The island is also the
home of nanggol (land diving) – the
original bungee jump – which is known
throughout the world. The nanggol
ceremony takes place between
April and June to celebrate the first
yam crop emerging and we hope to
coincide our call with one of these
events. From tall towers constructed of
saplings and branches held together
with forest vines, the men leap forward
and down to touch the earth below. A
good jump helps ensure a bountiful
yam harvest.
Day 10 Espiritu Santo Island. Espiritu
Santo is the largest of Vanuatu’s
islands with some of the most
beautiful white sand beaches, amazing
blue holes, caves and renowned
snorkelling. It was also a huge military
base during World War II. We plan to
berth in Luganville and join an island
tour including the Nekar Custom
Village where we will learn about local
traditions and customs, including their
unique water music and cava making,
before enjoying time to swim in the
nearby Riri Blue Hole. Return to the
ship for lunch and in the afternoon
snorkel amongst the corals and fish
of the region at Million Dollar Point,
named after the value of the military
equipment dumped into the sea.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
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Emerald Tree Monitor

As we explore,
our fleet of
purpose
built Zodiacs
will provide us
with the freedom
of spontaneity
to land on
otherwise
inaccessible
beaches and
encounter some
truly remote and
fascinating
communities.

Exploring by Zodiac
Clown Fish

Solomon Islands

Traditional land diving, Pentecost Island

Day 11 Mota Lava & Rah Island. Our
final call in Vanuatu will be the island
of Mota Lava and Rah Island in the
Banks Island group. These tiny island
communities are still off the main
tourist routes but the locals are happy
to share their culture, stories and ways
of life with the visitors that make the
journey to their islands. From our
anchorage point we will Zodiac ashore
and see a traditional snake dance
where the men paint themselves black
and white as sea snakes before being
welcomed into the village. We also
hope to have the chance to snorkel
on the reef and enjoy nature walks on
the island.
Day 12 Vanikoro, Solomon Islands.
This morning we arrive in the Solomon
Islands and the island of Vanikoro.
Situated in the Temotu Province,
Vanikoro was where French explorer
Jean-Francois de la Perouse became
stranded after both his vessels, La
Boussole and the Astrolabe, hit the
then unknown reefs of the island in
1788. Learn more about the island’s
history and the mystery of the lost La
Perouse expedition that captured the
imagination of the European public.
As we land with our Zodiacs, we will
be welcomed ashore by the local

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

villagers before choosing to explore
the village further, join a nature
walk where we can look out for the
endemic birds, the Vanikoro monarch
and Vanikoro white-eye, or enjoy a
deep water snorkel. Return to the
MS Island Sky for lunch and enjoy a
relaxing afternoon at sea.
Day 13 Santa Ana. After a morning
cruising, over lunch we anchor off Port
Mary on Santa Ana Island. We will
be welcomed with a stunning dance
by the villagers with spears and mud
face masks. After the performance we
have the opportunity to explore the
town further with its plethora of local
handicrafts, join a nature walk through
the forests, meet the students at the
village school or swim from the local
beach.
Day 14 Honiara. Prior to World
War II Honiara did not exist; it
developed around the site of the US
military headquarters. The town and
Mataniko River, which runs through it,
were the front for many months during
the battle of Guadalcanal. Today, this
is a bustling town with lovely hibiscus
and palm tree lined avenues. After
breakfast we will join a city tour of
Honiara including the central market,

parliament building and National
Museum where we get an insight into
the history of the Solomon Islands.
Enjoy lunch before continuing to
the World War II sites including
Henderson Field, the Japanese Peace
Park and the US Memorial at Skyline
Ridge. This evening we will cruise
through Iron Bottom Sound, the site
of intense naval battles during World
War II and so named for the large
numbers of Japanese and American
ships and aircraft that sank beneath
the sea.
Day 15 Marovo Lagoon. Marovo
Lagoon is the largest double barrier
lagoon in the world. Thousands of
islands scatter the lagoon, from tiny
coral islets on the fringing reef to
massive 1600 metre volcanic islands.
Inside the lagoon, the islands are
surrounded by spectacular coral
formations and white sand beach,
the lagoon waters shimmering in
every shade of blue, turquoise and
jade green. We have a full day here
to explore and will visit one of the
outlying villages which produce some
of the finest wood carvings in the
region. We will also find a suitable
spot to snorkel and swim as well as
Zodiac cruises to look for local wildlife.
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Fergusson Island, hot springs

Day 16 At Sea Enjoy a day at sea as
we cruise towards Papua New Guinea.
Days 17 & 18 Papua New Guinea.
We have a day and a half exploring
the islands of this fascinating country.
Our itinerary will be in the hands of
our Expedition Leader and Captain
and the local weather conditions but
during our time here we hope to visit
the D’Entrecasteaux Islands. We will
use our Zodiacs to land on Fergusson
Island, the largest of the chain, in a
small fishing village. From here we
will walk to the local hot springs and
bubbling mud pools surrounded by
lush vegetation and birders can keep
a lookout for parrots and cockatoos. A
welcome dance will be accompanied
by local foods cooked in the hot

Victoria crowned pigeon

pools. We may cruise through the
spectacular Dobu passage and use
our Zodiacs to explore and snorkel
or alternatively we will land to meet
the villagers and visit the local church.
On the island of Bonarua, in Milne
Bay, we may go ashore to view fishing
and weaving demonstrations and
to wander through the enchanting
village, sampling local delicacies.
Birders will have the chance to trek
into the thicket. We enjoy a final
afternoon at sea.
Day 19 Port Moresby to London.
Disembark this morning and transfer
to the airport for our scheduled
indirect flight to London.
Day 20 London. Arrive this morning.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

Magellan

Standard

£10895

£10395

Columbus

Superior

£11195

Marco Polo

Premium

£11495

Marco Polo

Corner

£11795

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

£12795

Explorer

Owner’s Balcony Suites

£12995

Explorer

Island Suite

£14995

Magellan

Standard for sole use

£12595

Columbus

Superior for sole use

£13195

£10695
£10995
£11295
£12295
£12495
£14495
£12095
£12695

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel
accommodation with breakfast in Fiji • 15 nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a full
board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Noble Caledonia
expedition team • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.

Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.
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Pre & Post-Cruise Extensions
Pre-Cruise Fiji Extension – 26th April to 1st May 2020
Fiji

Coral Reef

Frangipani Flowers

If you would like to extend your time in Fiji, we are offering a relaxing
three night stay at the Matamanoa Island Resort, on one of the islands
located in the Mamanuca group which are offshore west of Fiji’s main
island, Vitu Levi. The Mamanuca islands are famous for their white sand
beaches and your time will be at leisure to relax.

The Itinerary

Day 6 Matamanoa Island Resort to Lautoka. Check out this morning
and transfer by local boat to Lautoka to embark the MS Island Sky and
join the main cruise itinerary on day 4 in the afternoon.

PRICES PER PERSON

Days 1 & 2 London to Fiji. Fly by scheduled indirect flight.
Day 3 Fiji. Arrive this morning and transfer to the resort by local boat
and check-in for your three night stay. The rest of the day is at leisure to
enjoy the hotel facilities before dinner in the hotel this evening.
Days 4 & 5 Matamanoa Island Resort. Enjoy a relaxing two days. You
may wish to use one of the bicycles to explore the island, make use of
the complimentary snorkelling equipment or relax on the beach. Enjoy
dinner each evening at the hotel.

Based on double occupancy

Beachfront Pool Bure:

Double Occupancy
£1295

Sole Occupancy
£1945

Price Includes: Three nights accommodation at an Island Resort on a
half board basis (breakfast & dinner), orientation tour, transfers by local boat.
Not Included: Travel insurance, gratuities, optional hotel activities.

Post-Cruise Papua New Guinea Highlands Extension – 16th to 21st May 2020
Rondon Ridge

Bird of Paradise

Rondon Ridge

After our expedition aboard the MS Island Sky, you can join a three night
stay in the Western Highlands where you will have the opportunity to
discover local tribes and learn more of their traditions. We will stay at
Rondon Ridge which is located 7100 feet above sea level, near the town of
Mount Hagen, on the outer fringes of the Kubor Range. Over 180 species
of birds have been recorded in the rainforests around Rondon Ridge
including ten species of Birds of Paradise. During your time at the lodge
there will be nature and birding walks accompanied by experienced and
knowledgeable nature guides. There will be excursions which will take you
on a journey through the traditions and customs of the local Melpa People.
First contact with the Melpa was made in the mid-1930s when the Leahy
brothers were prospecting for gold. The Melpa are said by anthropologists,
to be ‘predisposed to capitalism’ because of their complex traditional
society in which ‘big men’ earn status by accruing wealth and then giving it
all away in a ceremonial exchange called “Moka”.

Days 2 & 3 Rondon Ridge. We have two full days to explore the
Highlands and learn of the unique culture and traditions of the tribes
in the region. We will visit villages with our knowledgeable local guides
and learn more about the fascinating birdlife of the Highlands.
Day 4 Rondon Ridge to Port Moresby. After breakfast, check out of
your lodge and transfer to the airport for your flight to Port Moresby.
On arrival, transfer to the Airways Hotel (or similar) for an overnight stay.
Enjoy dinner tonight in the hotel.
Day 5 Port Moresby to London. Transfer this morning to the airport for
your scheduled indirect flight to London.
Day 6 London. Arrive this morning.

The Itinerary

Twin: £2295

Day 1 Port Moresby to Rondon Ridge, Papua New Guinea. Disembark
this morning and transfer to the airport for our scheduled flight to
Mount Hagen. We will be met and transferred to Rondon Ridge for a
three night stay. Spend the rest of the day at leisure or join a nature walk
before dinner at the lodge this evening.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Single: £2695

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, three nights accommodation
at Rondon Ridge on full board basis, overnight hotel accommodation in Port
Moresby with breakfast, dinner on day 4, transfers, excursions.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.
N.B. Luggage allowance on internal flights is limited and arrangements will
be made to store your main cruise luggage.
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South Seas Island Odyssey
An expedition from Vanuatu to French Polynesia aboard the MS Island Sky
23rd September to 13th October 2020

T

he islands of the South Pacific are an extraordinary world that exceed everyone’s expectations. They are as sensuous as the paintings
of Gaugin, more adventurous than the tales of Robert Louis Stevenson and more romantic than James Michener’s fabled Bali Hai.
Ancient volcanoes, lush rainforest, diverse marine life, encounters with fascinating cultures and some of the world’s most exotic birds all
await your discovery during this island hopping expedition.

Join us aboard the MS Island Sky as we sail through the South Seas and visit some extraordinarily beautiful islands with exotic cultures
and exceptionally unique and beautiful landscapes. Being welcomed by friendly locals into a remote village untouched by the modern
world is truly a memorable experience. Setting off from Vanuatu we will be sailing through an area long associated with Captain Cook,
Captain Bligh and the Bounty and can promise you an unforgettable voyage to a corner of the world which has lured adventurers and
romantics alike ever since Magellan first sailed to these waters in 1521. Of course the real age of European exploration did not take place
until the 18th century, and many of the islands we will visit have changed little since that time. Their sheer isolation has been their saving
grace and apart from an influx of missionaries in the late 19th century, western culture has made few inroads into most of the islands.
An expedition such as this requires a vessel akin to the MS Island Sky with the ability to adapt to her surroundings, land on remote atolls using
the fleet of Zodiac landing craft and follow in the wake of whales and dolphins all while providing a comfortable base. In addition and adding
further to your enjoyment will be our experienced expedition team who will be able to inform you on the marine life, birdlife and culture of the
islands we will be discovering.
Port Vila VANUATU
Yasawa Islands
Tanna

POLYNESIA

Levuka

FIJI
Fulaga

TONGA

Neiafu

Nuku’alofa

AUSTRALIA

NEW
SOUTH
WALES

What to Expect...

Palmerston, Cook Islands: What a
wonderful surprise Palmerston proved
to be. The island is delightful, as
close to a paradise coral atoll as it is
possible to get. The 60 residents have
no form of transport other than small
motorcycles so there is no need for
roads, only sandy tracks. A welcoming
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Aitutaki

Raiatea
Papeete

Atiu

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Brisbane, Australia.
Fly by scheduled indirect flight.

Brisbane

Flexibility is the key to an expedition
cruise; sometimes the whole
day’s schedule will be changed to
maximise your experience, something
that would not be possible on a
large cruise ship. Each day holds
something new and below are some
extracts from the ship’s log from last
season which will provide you with an
idea of what to expect.

Niue

COOK ISLANDS
Palmerston

SOCIETY
ISLANDS
Bora Bora
Taha’a

group gave us coconuts to drink from.
A minister conducted a service of
welcome and the mayor gave a short
speech before accepting materials for
the school we had brought with us.
Islanders staged a dance programme,
largely performed by school children
who took us off in small groups to
see the village afterwards. We visited
Lucky School, the solar farm which
supplies the majority of the island’s
electricity, and chatted to islanders in
their homes. Our time was our own
and we gained a great impression
of life which is devoid of most
modern facilities such as television.
Lunch was on board, although a few
people chose to stay ashore. The
Duke’s Pool is a popular swimming
spot which we descended upon
in the afternoon. People enjoyed
snorkelling, sunbathing, further
exploration of the island or watching
the red-tailed tropicbirds and great
frigatebirds which drifted low over our
heads. We left Palmerston with regret:
it had been a taste of the simplest
life imaginable, with sweet children
who displayed a non-worldliness and
innocence long lost in western society.

Day 2 Brisbane. Arrive this evening
and transfer to the Emporium Hotel
(or similar) for a two night stay. The
remainder of the evening is at leisure.
Day 3 Brisbane. After breakfast in
the hotel enjoy a leisurely morning to
explore independently and perhaps
visit the botanical gardens, the central
mall or the riverfront. This afternoon
we will enjoy a city drive on our way
to the Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary
which is home to 130 koalas as well

as kangaroos. Continue to Mount
Coot-tha for a fantastic lookout over
Brisbane before returning to the hotel
for dinner this evening.
Day 4 Brisbane to Port Vila, Vanuatu.
After breakfast in the hotel transfer to
the airport for our scheduled flight to
Port Vila. On arrival transfer to the
MS Island Sky and enjoy welcome
drinks and dinner as we sail this
evening.
Day 5 Tanna. Over breakfast we
arrive at the island of Tanna, meaning
earth in the local Kwamera language.

Yasawa Islands
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Aitutaki

Tiki statue

White and yellow plumeria flowers

Tanna

Captain Cook was the first European
to visit the island in 1774, landing
at Port Resolution and having been
attracted by the glowing light of Mount
Yasur. This 361 metre active volcano is
situated in the south east of the island
and dominates the landscape. The
adventurous may wish to join a journey
to the crater. We will use local trucks to
drive through the rainforest that covers
the mountain before walking to the rim.
Alternatively, we may have the chance
to visit a local village where traditional
lifestyles are maintained and the local
culture has been largely unaffected
by western influences. Here we will
learn of customs and also of traditional
medicines, crafts and cooking styles.
Return to the MS Island Sky for lunch
and an afternoon at sea as we make
our way to Fiji.
Day 6 At Sea. Spend a relaxing day at
sea as we continue our journey across
the South Pacific. Maybe join a lecture
or find a spot on deck to relax or read
a book.
Day 7 Yasawa Islands, Fiji. This
morning we will drop anchor amongst
the twenty islands of the Yasawa
group. In 1789 when Captain Bligh
was set adrift from the HMS Bounty
he passed by the Yasawa Islands from
where two war canoes were sent to
pursue them. They escaped, and the
waters are still known as Bligh Water.
Today we can expect a friendlier
welcome as we explore the coastline
and visit one of the islands.
Day 8 Levuka Island. The island of
Levuka and the town of Ovalau has a
special place in Fijian history as it was
here in 1874 that the Fiji islands were
ceded to the British and also where in
1970 Fiji was declared independent
again. The town is unlike any other
Fijian town having retained the
colonial buildings which made it the
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first Fijian site to be granted UNESCO
status. Join a walking tour around
Nasova village on the shores of the
bay and visit the museum and Cession
Monument, the site where Chief
Cakobau signed the deed ceding Fiji
to Great Britain. This afternoon we will
relocate to one of the nearby islands
where we can relax on the beach,
snorkel or swim.
Day 9 Fulaga. Our final call in Fiji
will be at Fulaga, famous for its
woodcarving and the making of large
outrigger canoes. Over 100 tiny islands
in the Fulaga Lagoon have been
undercut into extraordinary mushroom
shapes and the surrounding waters
are tinged with striking colours by the
dissolved limestone. On arrival we
hope to meet with the village elder
to welcome us to the island before
spending the afternoon using our
Zodiacs to find a suitable beach for
swimming and beachcombing or
enjoy a deep water snorkel.
Day 10 Nuku’alofa, Tonga.
Following a morning at sea we
arrive into Nuku’alofa, the capital of
Tonga, during lunch. After clearing
immigration formalities we will have a
chance to explore this laidback town
and the island of Tongatapu. Having
never been colonised by Europeans
we will experience traditional
Polynesian culture alongside beautiful
beaches and spectacular natural
wonders. See the historical Captain
Cook landing site from his 1777
voyage, explore the Royal Palace
(Tonga retains the last monarchy in the
Polynesia), and the famous Tongan
blowholes, considered the most
spectacular in the South Pacific.
Day 11 Neiafu, Vava’u. We arrive
during breakfast in the Vava’u islands,
part of the kingdom of Tonga, and
the pretty port of Neiafu. Spend

the morning exploring the town
independently, maybe visit the
local market or enjoy a drink in a
harbourside café. Alternatively join a
tour to the Ene’io Botanical Gardens,
founded in 1972 they are the only
botanical gardens in Tonga. Here the
local guides will identify some of the
550 different plant varieties found in
the gardens. Over lunch we hope to
reposition to one of the nearby islands
and use our Zodiacs to find a suitable
location to land and set up snorkelling
activities. There are many different
species of colourful tropical fish here
and we hope to see the graceful
black-and-yellow angelfish and curious
clown fish on the surrounding reefs.
Day 12 International Date Line
& Alofi, Niue. After crossing the
International Date Line (so it is now
3rd October) we arrive this afternoon
in Niue, one of the smallest
independent nations on earth at
just 260 square kilometres with a
population of just 1200 people.
Populated since the 10th century,
the first European to sight Niue was
Captain Cook in 1774 but his attempts
to land were refused by the inhabitants.
Today we will visit the capital, Alofi
Village, and stop at the Philatelic
Bureau, where some of the world’s
most sought after stamps may be
purchased. Alternatively take the short
drive to Matapa Chasm, a secluded
cleft in the sea cliffs, where we discover
the perfect swimming hole.
Day 13 At Sea. Find a spot on deck,
relax with a book in the library or join
our lecture programme in the lounge
as we spend a relaxing day at sea.
Day 14 Palmerston, Cook Islands.
The engaging history of the William
Masters family comes alive as we meet
the descendants of this eccentric 19th
century Englishman who took three

native brides. We will be welcomed
by the local officials before enjoying
a walk through the village. Extremely
fine handicrafts are made on this island
and here the birdwatchers might catch
sight of the red-tailed tropic birds.
This afternoon we will have the chance
to find a suitable spot for a swim or
snorkel to explore the underwater
world.
Day 15 Aitutaki. This lovely lagoon
is famous for its fascinating coral
formations and bountiful brightly hued
tropical fish. After a lively welcome,
choose to join a morning island drive
which will explore the sleepy village
of Arutanga, seeing the oldest church
in the Cook Islands, the lush forest of
Nikaupara and from the top of Mount
Piraki we will see the bunkers built
during World War II. At the summit
of Maunga Pu we are treated to
breathtaking views of the island and
lagoon. Alternatively, you may wish
to join our naturalists for a cruise and
snorkel in the lagoon. There will be
time to explore independently this
afternoon or take the chance for a
swim before we set sail.
Day 16 Atiu. Our final stop in the
Cook Islands is the small island of Atiu.
With only 560 residents we will be
guaranteed a special welcome. Enjoy
the chance to join the local expert
“Birdman George” on a walking tour
to search for the Rarotonga monarch,
chattering kingfisher, Cook Islands fruit
dove and Atiu swiftlets. Alternatively,
discover the island on a tour which
will include James Cook’s landing site
from 1777, the coffee plantations and
a visit to some of the local houses.
After lunch on board there will be
the opportunity to return to Atiu for
a relaxing afternoon exploring from
the beach or maybe enjoy a taste of
the local Tumunu, a traditional drink
brewed from fermented oranges.
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Pre-Cruise Singapore Extension

Nuku’alofa

21st to 24th September 2020
Singapore

For those who would like to have a break in their journey to Australia, we are
offering a two night stay in Singapore. Our time here will include a tour to see
the sights of the city as well as ample free time to explore independently.

Day 17 At Sea. Relax on board as
we spend the day at sea cruising to
French Polynesia.
Day 18 Bora Bora, French Polynesia.
One of the most stunning islands
on the planet, Bora Bora’s interior is
crowned by majestic eroded volcanic
formations and a distinctive black
basaltic peak. A tour of the island
will take you past colourful villages,
archaeological sites and World
War II relics. This afternoon explore
independently or alternatively take
the chance to swim from the beach
or enjoy snorkelling in the clear
waters.
Day 19 Raiatea & Taha’a. Raiatea is
recognised throughout Tahiti as its
“Sacred Island”, the cultural heart of
all Tahiti Polynesia. Local Polynesian
legends say Raiatea, formerly known
as “Havai” was the island of origin
of great voyaging canoes that took

The Itinerary

the people as far as Hawaii. This,
the second largest Tahitian isle, was
the centre of religion and culture
over 1000 years ago and still lends
enchantment to ancient legends
told to this day. This morning’s
island tour will include a visit to the
Taputapuatea marae which dates
back over 1000 years. This afternoon
we sail over to the neighbouring
island of Taha’a where we plan to
visit a vanilla plantation. With the
rich aroma of vanilla lingering heavily
in the air, Taha’a offers a glimpse of
the traditional, tranquil life of the
Tahitians.
Day 20 Papeete to London.
Disembark this morning and transfer
to the airport for our scheduled
indirect flight to London.
Day 21 En-route to London
Day 22 London. Arrive this afternoon.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £475

Single: £745

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Singapore with breakfast, half day
tour, gratuities, airport transfers.
Not Included: Travel insurance, meals other than breakfast.

Post-Cruise Moorea Extension

11th to 15th October 2020

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Brochure Price

Special Offer Price

Magellan

Standard

£11495

£10995

Columbus

Superior

£11895

£11395

Marco Polo

Premium

£12295

£11795

Marco Polo

Corner

£12795

£12295

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Explorer

Owner’s Balcony Suites

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Explorer

Island Suite

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Magellan

Standard for sole use

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Columbus

Superior for sole use

£16795

£16295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Two nights hotel
accommodation in Brisbane with breakfast • Dinner on day 3 • 16 nights
aboard the MS Island Sky on a full board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks
with lunch & dinner • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia expedition team
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa, dinner on day 2.
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Day 1 London to Singapore. Fly by scheduled flight.
Day 2 Singapore. Arrive this afternoon and transfer to the Mandarin
Oriental (or similar) for an overnight stay. The remainder of the day is free for
independent exploration or to relax at the hotel.
Day 3 Singapore. After breakfast in the hotel we will take a city tour including
the 53 hectare Botanical Garden and National Orchid Garden which displays
over 1000 species of orchids. Continue to the exotic streets and stalls of
“Little India” before visiting Kampong Glam, Thian Hock Keng Temple and
the Sri Mariamman Hindu Temple in Chinatown. Return to the hotel and
enjoy an afternoon at leisure. You may wish to make your way to the Gardens
by the Bay, Sentosa Island or take some time to shop in one of the centres.
Day 4 Singapore to Brisbane. This morning we return to the airport for our
scheduled flight to Brisbane and join the main itinerary from day 2.

Extend your time in Tahiti with our two night stay
on the island of Moorea, this heart shaped island
is situated close to the main island of Tahiti and
is renowned as one of the most beautiful in the
world. From our hotel, the Manava Beach Resort
& Spa (or similar) there will be the opportunity to
enjoy water sports or alternatively you may wish to
Moorea
explore the island seeing the plantations of cotton,
coffee, sugarcane and pineapples and the majestic mountains with views over
the island and wonderful waterfalls.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £725 Single: £975
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Moorea with breakfast, transfers
from ship to hotel and from hotel to airport using local boats and vehicles, half day
island tour, gratuities. Not Included: Travel insurance, meals other than breakfast.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Bora Bora

+44 (0)20 7752 0000
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Passage to Easter Island
An island hopping expedition through the South Pacific from
Tahiti to Easter Island aboard the MS Island Sky
9th to 31st October 2020

J

oin us in paradise on a leisurely passage through the South Seas to an area long associated with Captain Cook, Captain Bligh and the
Bounty, and Gauguin. We can promise you an unforgettable voyage to a corner of the world which has lured adventurers and romantics
alike ever since Magellan first sailed to these waters in 1521. During our expedition we will explore four island groups; the Tuamotus,
Marquesas, Gambier and Pitcairn Islands.

We will embark the MS Island Sky in Tahiti and set sail for our exploration of the South Pacific’s islands and atolls. From coral reefs teeming with
life to powerful legends that shaped history, each island is unique, each culture distinct. On the more remote islands, villages are still composed of
thatched houses, set amongst the shade of the breadfruit and coconut trees. Many islands are important nesting grounds for seabirds and sea turtles
and the lagoons everywhere are breeding grounds for countless species of fish. Our expedition ends on Easter Island, which, lying some 2300
miles off the coast of Chile is blessed with an extraordinary collection of remarkable archaeological sites which we will explore.
With our fleet of Zodiac landing craft we will explore inlets, bird sanctuaries and land in otherwise inaccessible places accompanied by an
expert expedition team including naturalists, marine biologists and ornithologists who will share their knowledge and enthusiasm during
forays ashore and whilst on board.

What to Expect...
Flexibility is the key to an expedition
cruise; sometimes the whole
day’s schedule will be changed to
maximise your experience, something
that would not be possible on a
large cruise ship. Each day holds
something new and below are some
extracts from the ship’s log from last
season which will provide you with an
idea of what to expect.

Pitcairn Islands: At dawn, we sailed
towards tiny Pitcairn Island which
was silhouetted against pink skies
and as we approached closer still, a
beautiful rainbow. What an amazing
welcome to such a mystical place.
By 08.00 there was bright sunshine
and clear blue skies overhead as the
Zodiac shuttles between the ship
and aptly named Bounty Bay began.
The shuttle itself was an adventure
as the Zodiac drivers carefully timed
their entry to the harbour on the
back of increasingly large waves.
On arrival we were welcomed at the
small harbour by a group of Pitcairn
islanders who provided us with maps
and some basic information about
the island before we made our way
up the Hill of Difficulty to the main
square at Adamstown. At the main
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MARQUESAS ISLANDS
Nuku Hiva Hiva Oa
Fatu Hiva
Rangiroa
Pukapuka
Tahiti TUAMOTU
Pukarua
ISLANDS

square and on the roads either side,
the islanders had set up market style
stalls where we were able to buy
much sought after souvenirs such as
t-shirts, wooden handicrafts, books,
postcards, jewellery and honey
which are a key source of income
for the 50 or so inhabitants living
on the island. The expedition team
arranged a series of guided walks
around the island. After lunch on
board, a new set of activities ensued,
kicking off with the much anticipated
opening of the post office to buy
stamps and souvenir first day covers
as well as opening the doors to the
island museum where we could
see artefacts from the days of the
mutineers including the original
bible from the Bounty as well as
more recent history. Mid-afternoon
we returned to the ship where it was
clear as everyone chatted together
about how they had spent their day
and the great conversations we had
enjoyed with our island hosts. There
was no doubt that thus far Pitcairn
Island was a voyage highlight.

POLYNESIA
GAMBIER
ISLANDS
Mangareva

Henderson
Island

Ducie Island

Pitcairn Island
PITCAIRN ISLANDS

Easter Island

Our View
been operating voyages in the South Pacific for over twenty five years
“andWethishavevoyage
from Tahiti to Easter Island has always been one of the most
Via Santiago

popular itineraries. The reason is clear to see as how else, other than by a small
expedition ship, could you combine the culture of Easter Island, the history of
Pitcairn Island and the remote natural wonders of the islands that dot the ocean
providing refuge for indigenous birds and sea creatures or the beauty of the
Marquesas that so inspired Paul Gaugin. Our journey covers over 3000 nautical
miles and many of the places we visit can only be accessed by small groups with
the use of the ship’s nimble Zodiacs meaning that once we have landed on a
remote beach, we will be the only guests ashore.

”

Fatu Hiva

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Tiki carving, Hiva Oa

Our journey
covers over 3000
nautical miles
and many of
the places we
visit can only
be accessed by
small groups
with the use of
the ship’s nimble
Zodiacs meaning
that once we
have landed on a
remote beach, we
will be the only
guests ashore.

Fairy Tern, Ducie Island

The Itinerary

Day 1 London to Tahiti, French
Polynesia. Fly by scheduled indirect
flight.
Day 2 Tahiti. Arrive today and transfer
to the Intercontinental (or similar) for
an overnight stay. The remainder of
the evening is free to enjoy the hotel
facilities or explore independently.
Day 3 Tahiti. After breakfast in
the hotel, we will enjoy a morning
excursion including a visit to the
Museum of Tahiti and Her Islands.
After lunch at a local restaurant we
will transfer to the MS Island Sky.
Day 4 Rangiroa. As one of the world’s
largest coral atolls, Rangiroa has a
magnificent lagoon surrounded by
small islets or motus, stretching as far
as the eye can see. Today, a variety of
activities await. There will be a chance
to tour a black pearl farm, enjoy free
time in the enchanting local village of
Avatoru or enjoy a snorkel or swim.
After lunch on board we spend a
relaxing afternoon at sea.
Day 5 At Sea. Relax on board.
Day 6 Nuku Hiva, Marquesas Islands.
After a morning at sea we arrive in
the Marquesas Islands, far removed
from the rest of the South Pacific in
everything from language and culture

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

MS Island Sky – Passage to Easter Island

Nuku Hiva

to geology. Our afternoon will be
spent on Nuka Hiva, the largest of
the islands and the island group’s
economic capital. Today we will
immerse ourselves in local culture and
geography. Traditional Marquesan
dancers welcome us to their
village. We will explore on foot the
archaeological centres at Kamuihei
and Hikoku’a and see the temples,
petroglyphs and tiki. There will also be
the chance to swim at the beach.

is one of the most floral and pristine
islands. Villagers will perform their
traditional dances and demonstrate
their handicrafts of wood carvings
and tapa making. Afterwards our
expedition team will run a series of
nature walks either climbing to the
view point, searching for birds with
our ornithologist or a nature walk to
the waterfall. Meanwhile a snorkel
platform will be set up for those who
wish to swim.

Day 7 Hiva Oa. At first light we
arrive at volcanic Hiva Oa. We will
anchor off Atohuna where if we are
lucky we may find manta rays before
heading ashore. Our morning will
be dedicated to Gauguin, the iconic
artist of the South Pacific. We will visit
his museum and make a pilgrimage
to his final resting place, soaking up
the landscape that inspired him to
leave it all behind and go native. This
afternoon we reposition the ship to
Puamau and visit the Oipona me’ae
temple, one of the best preserved
archaeological sites in French
Polynesia and home to the eight foot
tall Tiki Takali. On our return to the
ship you may wish to enjoy a swim
from the beach.

Day 9 Pukapuka, Tuamotus Islands.
After a morning cruising, this
afternoon we visit Pukapuka. To
honour their guests, the islanders
proudly decorate their tidy village
with green palm fronds and flowers,
and welcome us with a fragrant
flower lei and entrancing dances.
Sample traditional coconut treats and
watch a demonstration of how copra
(the dried meat of the coconut) is
prepared for its various uses. Travel to
the centre of the island past coconut
plantations to swim in the turquoise
waters of the inner lagoon.

Day 8 Fatu Hiva. With a landscape of
spectacular pinnacles towering over
the cobalt Bay of Virgins, Fatu Hiva

Day 10 Pukarua. Located on the
outer fringes of French Polynesia,
Pukarua faces thousands of miles
of open ocean. Onshore, its
small population lives in a spirit
of cooperation and friendship,
living largely on coconuts and the
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Easter Island

bounty of the sea. As we visit
this small community, we will
be enthusiastically greeted with
genuine friendliness and lively
music. Arriving after lunch we will
have the chance to walk through
the village or enjoy a swim in the
lagoon.
Day 11 Expedition Day. As we
make our way across the Pacific we
will pass by the Acteon Group of
islands. These remote uninhabited
atols were named after the HMS
Acteon who sighted the islands
in 1837. Landing on the islands is
very weather dependent but we
hope that we can spend time on or
around one of the islands, home to
several bird species including the
Tuamotu Sandpiper and increasingly
rare Polynesian ground dove. We
may also have the chance for a deep
water snorkel.
Day 12 Mangareva, Gambier
Islands. Mountainous Mangareva
is capital of the Gambier group of
islands and home to the remarkable
St Michael’s Cathedral with a
stunning mother-of-pearl altar. On a
full day call, we will have the chance
to join an island nature walk, take a
hike up the 440 metre Mount Duff,
named after the first European
vessel to visit the island in 1797, or
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to simply wander around the small
village. If weather permits we may
also set up a snorkelling platform on
the surrounding coral reef.
Days 13 & 14 Pitcairn Islands. We
have factored a day and a half around
Pitcairn Island. If weather permits we
will sail to Oeno Atol, an important
bird area due to the colony of 12,500
pairs of Murphy’s petrel that nest
here alongside sooty tern and brown
noddy. We then have a full day on the
island of Pitcairn, famous as the final
destination of the Bounty in the late
18th century. Meet the Anglo-Tahitian
descendants of the mutineers of the
Bounty, who arrived here 200 years
ago and see the ship’s anchor outside
the courthouse. We will have time to
explore this inspiring island setting
and visit with islanders who display
memorable stamps and handicrafts.
We will have a Pitcairn welcome
in the Town Hall before exploring
the capital of Adamstown. We will
set up a number of walks with our
expedition staff to explore the islands
highlights. Please note that access
to the Pitcairn Islands is very weather
dependent.
Day 15 Henderson Island. We arrive
at Henderson Island over breakfast
and will look for a suitable landing
place. This upraised former coral

atoll has fascinating eroded rock
formations, with giant blowholes
flinging up tremendous sea spray.
Very rare birds inhabit the island,
including the Henderson island
rail and Stephen’s lori. Numerous
underwater ravines and crevices
support a great diversity of fish whilst
on walks on the island or along the
beach we will come across coconut
crabs. Return to the ship and spend
the afternoon at sea.		
Day 16 Ducie Island. This morning
we will experience expedition
cruising at its finest as we hope
to land on one of nature’s wildlife
sanctuaries. A remote coral atoll with
good snorkelling and birding, Ducie
Island is so remote that no threats
to its native wildlife exist, and it is
one of the rare places in the world
where wildlife is relatively unaffected
by man’s presence. Our expedition
team will lead a series of walks on the
island. Return to the ship for lunch as
we sail this afternoon and start our
journey to Easter Island.
Days 17 & 18 At Sea. We have two
days to spend relaxing on deck or to
perhaps join the lectures from our
experts on board.
Days 19 & 20 Easter Island, Chile. We
anchor off Easter Island and have a

day and a half scheduled for Easter
Island to explore the highlights.
Arriving in the afternoon we explore
Rano Kau, the second oldest volcano
on the island. Its huge caledera
(one and a half kilometres at its
base) contains one of the island’s
three fresh water lakes. From the
look-out at the rim of Rano Kau
we continue on to the ceremonial
village of Orongo, best known for
the birdman cult ceremonies. The
site was restored in 1974 and within
the village you will see 47 restored
houses. Continue to Ahu Tahai,
another restored ceremonial site
and one of the oldest, dating back
to the 6th century. On a full day tour
we will view many of the different
areas where moais (statues) can be
found. We will see the volcano of
Rano Raraku, the site where 95%
of all moais were carved and today
you will find nearly 400 statues in
various stages of completion. A hike
to the top of the volcano’s crater
will not only reveal many statues
but also a beautiful fresh water lake.
We continue our exploration of the
island with Ahu Tongariki, the largest
ceremonial site in Polynesia restored
in 1996 and Ahu Akivi where we find
seven maoi built around 1460 BC
and which face out to sea. Lunch will
be a specially arranged barbecue
on Anakena beach, home of Easter

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Masked booby, Henderson Island

Santiago

Rangiroa Atoll

Dancers, Marquesas Islands

Island’s ancient paramount chiefs and
one of the prettiest coves in the South
Pacific.
Day 21 Easter Island to Santiago.
Disembark by Zodiac and transfer to
the airport for our scheduled flight
to Santiago. On arrival transfer to
the Intercontinental (or similar) for
an overnight stay. The remainder

of the day and evening are free for
independent exploration.
Day 22 Santiago to London. After
breakfast in the hotel transfer to the
airport for the scheduled flight to
London.

Pre-Cruise Moorea Extension

7th to 10th October 2020

Moorea

Day 23 London. Arrive this afternoon.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Deck

Suite Category

Magellan

Standard

Brochure Price
£12495

Special Offer Price
£11995

Columbus

Superior

£12895

£12395

Marco Polo

Premium

£13295

£12795

Marco Polo

Corner

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Erikson

Deluxe Balcony

£14795

£14295

Explorer

Owner’s Balcony Suites

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Explorer

Island Suite

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Magellan

Standard for sole use

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

Columbus

Superior for sole use

£17795

£17295

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel
accommodation in Tahiti & Santiago with breakfast • 18 nights aboard the
MS Island Sky on a full board basis • Wine, beer & soft drinks with lunch
& dinner • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Gratuities
• Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa.

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Extend your time in Tahiti with our two night stay on the island of Moorea,
this heart shaped island is situated close to the main island of Tahiti and
is renowned as one of the most beautiful in the world. From our hotel, the
Manava Beach Resort (or similar) there will be the opportunity to enjoy
water sports or alternatively you may wish to explore the island seeing the
plantations of cotton, coffee, sugarcane and pineapples and the majestic
mountains with views over the island and wonderful waterfalls. Upon check
out on 10th October, transfer to the mainland and continue with the main
itinerary from day 2.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

Twin: £725 Single: £975
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation on Moorea with breakfast, return
transfers between the main island and Moorea using local boats and vehicles, half
day island tour, gratuities. Not Included: Travel insurance.
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MS Island Sky – Passage to Easter Island

Exploring by Zodiac

2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request.

