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Escape to warmer climes over the winter with a voyage aboard the  
MS Serenissima in the wonderful Indian Ocean, discovering some  

of the most beautiful tropical islands on earth in the company of just 
95-fellow guests. Our journey offers some fascinating and exotic calls 
combining the stunning islands of the Seychelles including the 
magnificent Aldabra group of islands with the natural wonders  
of Madagascar. 

The first part of our adventure is dedicated to the Seychelles and 
some of the most captivating islands in the world. For many the 
highlight will be our time spent exploring the Aldabra Islands, 
the last breeding ground of the giant tortoise and in addition to 
seeing some of these endearing creatures we should also 
encounter dolphins, turtles and whales as well as countless birds 
including the flightless rail, the last flightless bird in the Indian Ocean. 
To explore the abundant crystal-clear waters of the vast lagoon and to set 
foot on atolls which have never been exploited by the hand of man is a 
rare experience. 

Our voyage continues to Madagascar, the world’s ‘eighth continent’, 
where we have a week to explore this extraordinary country that is still 
relatively unknown amongst even the most serious of travellers. The 
term ‘unique’ is often an overused description in the travel world but 
certainly applies to the island of Madagascar where the animals, plants, 
landscapes and people that make up this thousand-mile-long island are 
unlike anywhere else in the world. There is minimal infrastructure in 
many parts of the island and for those wishing to explore in some depth, 
doing so by small ship is far more preferable than by any other means.

This itinerary is a veritable feast of beauty and the natural world and with the vessel’s fleet of Zodiac 
landing craft we can reach the unreachable, landing on remote beaches, walking through verdant rainforest 
and national parks and getting close to some unique flora and fauna. Your experience will be made all the 
more memorable by our expert crew and officers who, along with our expedition team of marine 
biologists, ornithologists and botanists have many years of experience in the Indian Ocean.
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Day 1 London to Mahe, 
Seychelles. Fly by scheduled 
indirect flight.

Day 2 Mahe. Arrive this afternoon 
and transfer to the MS Serenissima 
in Port Victoria. Enjoy welcome 
drinks and dinner as we sail tonight.

Days 3 & 4 Inner Seychelles. 
We have two days to explore the 
islands of the Inner Seychelles and 
hope to include a call at Praslin to 
explore the ‘Vallee de Mai’, the 
last remnant of the original high 
canopied Seychelles palm forest 
and home to the coco de mer. We 
will walk its paths looking out for the 
rare black parrot and enjoying its 
natural beauty. See Grande Soeur, 
an idyllic uninhabited island. Spend 
time walking the island trails which 
link the island’s white sand beaches 
and maybe catch sight of some 
of the giant Aldabra tortoises or 
enjoy a snorkelling opportunity in 
the turquoise waters. We hope to 
anchor off Aride, one of the finest 
and most important seabird islands 
in the Indian Ocean. Over one 
million seabirds breed on the island 
including tropical shearwater, lesser 
noddy, frigatebirds and roseate 
tern and five of the species are 
unique to the Seychelles such as the 
Seychelles warbler and Seychelles 
magpie robin. The island is largely 
covered in native woodland 
including the endemic wright’s 
gardenia, a shrub with beautifully 
scented flowers found nowhere 
else in the world. Sail to Curieuse, a 
rugged island which was once home 

to a leper colony and now houses 
an eco-museum and visitor centre. 
The island is an important nesting 
site for hawksbill turtles and boasts 
endemic vine and mangroves which 
we explore on an island walk.

Day 5 Alphonse Islands. There are 
three islands in the Alphonse group 
which is located directly south of 
the Amirantes. As we approach 
the islands over lunch, you will 
understand why they are regarded 
by many to be the most beautiful 
of the 115 islands in the Seychelles 
archipelago. On the main island 
the circular lagoon offers good 
snorkelling and there are several 
tracks across the island for us to 
enjoy an afternoon of island walks. 

Day 6 At Sea. Enjoy a relaxing 
day at sea as we head to the Outer 
Seychelles islands. Our lecture 
programme will continue or maybe 
find a spot on deck to watch for 
wildlife.

Days 7 & 8 Aldabra Islands. We 
have two days at the Aldabra group 
of islands and our itinerary will be in 
the hands of our Expedition Leader 
and Captain who will monitor 
the local conditions to ensure we 
maximise our time here. Whilst our 
itinerary is flexible we will plan to 
call at the island of Assumption. 
The island was ruthlessly plundered 
for its vast deposits of guano in the 
early 20th century but peace has 
returned and the wildlife of rare 
birds and green turtles are once 
again in abundance. Our time here 
will be spent beachcombing, on a 
nature walk or snorkelling. We also 
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plan time on Aldabra, the island 
referred to by Sir Julian Huxley 
as “One of nature’s treasures 
and should belong to the whole 
world”. Aldabra is unique and every 
time we call at what is believed 
to be the world’s largest atoll we 
find something new of interest. 
Sightings have been made of the 
extremely rare white-throated rail 
and the atoll is also home to the 
world’s second largest colony of 
frigate birds and to the largest 
crab, the coconut crab. Whilst 
exploring by Zodiac it is difficult 
to know in which direction to look. 
The clear blue seas abound with 
colourful life, the skies are alive with 
varied birdlife and ashore giant 
land tortoises forage as they have 
done for millions of years. We will 
explore Picard Island with a short 
walk to see some of the thousands 
of tortoises and numerous robber 
crabs. We will include as much as 
possible during our time on Aldabra 
making landings on South Island 
and trips into the lagoon, a vast 17 
mile stretch of shallow clear water. 
From our Zodiacs we can watch the 
everchanging undersea world and 
snorkel in colourful coral waters 
teeming with marine life.

Day 9 Diego Suarez, Madagascar. 
After a morning at sea we arrive in 
Madagascar and enter dramatic 
Diego Suarez, a stunning natural 
harbour with a cosmopolitan mix 
of inhabitants including Creoles, 
Indians, Chinese, Comorans and 
Arabs. This afternoon choose from a 
city tour visiting the Commonwealth 
Cemetery and Place Joffre, or the 
Malagasy rainforest at the Mount 

Amber National Park. Dividing into 
short and long walk parties we will 
go in search of lemurs, chameleons 
and endemic birds as we explore 
the rainforest. 

Day 10 Nosy Hara. As we cruise 
around the northern coast of 
Madagascar we will find a number 
of strangely shaped limestone 
islets that dot the aquamarine-
coloured sea. The expedition team 
will decide on the most suitable 
island for landing, such as Nosy 
Hara with its abundant birdlife and 
great places to swim off the beach. 
We will spend the day exploring 
the island on foot, walking through 
dense woodland and observing the 
unusual vegetation. Alternatively, 
join a Zodiac cruise around the 
islands and a chance to snorkel over 
the coral.

Day 11 Nosy Tanikely. Spend the 
morning at the Nosy Tanikely Island 
Marine Reserve, an uninhabited 
island which offers snorkelling 
opportunities and wonderful 
beaches. We will take the chance 
to either swim in the clear waters 
or snorkel over the corals keeping 
an eye out for reef fish, turtles and 
morays. Alternatively, our naturalists 
will lead guided walks on the island 
where we may see the resident 
lemurs, fruit bats and hermit crabs 
and enjoy fantastic views from the 
lighthouse on the island’s highest 
point. We will sail in the early 
afternoon.

Day 12 Mahajanga. Mahajanga is a 
major port in northwest Madagascar 
situated on the Betsiboka River and 
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For those who would like to spend some time in South 
Africa after disembarking the MS Serenissima we are 
offering the opportunity to explore the wildlife of the 
Pilanesburg Game Reserve, home to a large selection of 
mammals including the Big Five.

The Itinerary
Day 1 Tulear to Johannesburg, South Africa. Disembark this morning 
and transfer to the airport for our specially chartered flight to 
Johannesburg. Arrive this afternoon and transfer to our hotel for an 
overnight stay. The rest of the day is at leisure before we meet this 
evening for dinner. (B, D) 

Day 2 Johannesburg to Pilanesburg Game Reserve. After breakfast 
at the hotel, enjoy a scenic transfer to the Bojanala Region, within the 
North West Province, arriving in the early afternoon. Check in to the 
Ivory Tree Game Lodge for a two night stay. The lodge sits within the 
Pilanesberg Game Reserve, encircled by a vast volcanic crater and the 
fourth largest park in South Africa. Situated in the ecologically rich 
transition zone between the Kalahari and the Lowveld, this vast area 
promises thrilling big game viewing in a malaria free environment and 
is also home to numerous Stone and Iron Age sites that are scattered 
throughout the Park. Following lunch, take some time to settle in to 
your accommodation before meeting for an afternoon game drive. 
Dinner will be taken at the main lodge this evening.  (B, L, D) 

Day 3 Pilanesburg Game Reserve. Hot and cold beverages will be 
waiting for you after your early morning wake up call. Join a morning 
game drive showcasing the wildlife and nature of the northeastern 
part of the Pilanesberg, followed by breakfast at the lodge. Originally 
used for farming, this thriving Big Five reserve was restocked as part 
of a project started in 1979, and can now boast 61 species of mammal 
including rare species such as black rhino, sable antelope and brown 
hyena, and over 300 species of bird. After breakfast, take some time to 
enjoy the resort’s facilities and a leisurely lunch. Later this afternoon you 
can enjoy another game drive before dinner at the Lodge. (B, L, D) 

Day 4 Pilanesburg Game Reserve to Johannesburg. Join another 
sunrise game drive before returning to the lodge for breakfast. Enjoy 
some time at leisure before checking out of your room and joining your 
fellow travellers for a farewell lunch at the lodge. In the early afternoon, 
transfer to Johannesburg in time for your overnight flight to London. 
(B, L)

Day 5 London. Arrive this morning.

Prices per person Based on double occupancy

Twin: £1095     Single: £1345
Price Includes: Overnight accommodation at 54 on Bath Hotel, two  
nights accommodation at the Ivory Tree Game Lodge, meals as indicated 
(B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner), game drives, gratuities, Noble 
Caledonia Tour Manager, transfers, taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.

post-cruise safari extension  
pilanesburg game reserve

22nd to 26th January 2022

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom 
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom 
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite 
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite 
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 14 nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner on board • Noble Caledonia 
expedition team • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port 
taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, Madagascan visa.

£8695
£8995
£9295
£9695
£9995

£10395
£10695
£9495

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE UP TO £400 TO PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£8495
£8795
£9095
£9295
£9595
£9995

£10295
£9295

is our base for a full day excursion 
to the Ankarafantsika National 
Park. This deciduous forest is 
a haven for birds, lemurs and 
reptiles and on a choice of walks, 
we will explore with our guides. 
Eight species of lemur have been 
observed here including the 
famous Microcebus, the smallest 
primate in the world. Meanwhile 
over 120 species of birds nest 
here and we will keep an eye 
out for the Madagascan fish 
eagle and banded kestrel whilst 
the 44 species of reptile include 
chameleon, turtles and crocodiles 
that live in Lake Ravelobe. We will 
enjoy lunch in the park and in the 
afternoon there will be options 
to join further walks or watch for 
birdlife at the nearby lake before 
returning to the MS Serenissima. 

Day 13 At Sea. Our lecture 
programme resumes as we 
continue our journey around  
the Madagascan coast.

Day 14 Morondava. From 
our anchorage off the town 
of Morondava, we will use the 
Zodiacs to land on the local 
beach. From here there will be a 
choice of excursions to explore 
the local region. On a half day 
morning tour we will visit the 
Avenue des Baobabs. Of the eight 
baobab species in the world, six 
are endemic to Madagascar and 
here we will see the Adansonia 
grandidieri species with a row 
of 20 to 25 trees which border 
the gravel road. We will learn 
about the trees and their spiritual 
significance before returning to 
Morondava and exploring the 
local market. Alternatively, join a 
full day excursion to Kirindy Forest. 
Situated approximately a two hour 
drive from Morondava, we will 

pass the Avenue des Baobabs as 
we travel north. Kirindy is a 10,000 
hectare, dry deciduous forest, one 
of the most endangered in the 
world where the flora and fauna 
includes many endemic species. 
Here we find three species of 
baobab, many birds and reptiles 
including snakes, tortoises and 
lizards. Eight species of lemur 
reside here including the pale 
form marked lemur.

Day 15 Tulear. We arrive in Tulear 
at lunchtime. This afternoon 
choose to visit the Antsokay 
Arboretum which is entirely 
devoted to the conservation of 
the plants from the south west 
of Madagascar and, after more 
than 30 years of hard work, offers 
a densely kept selection of flora 
presenting a typical sub-arid 
thicket with baobab trees towering 
over the smaller plants. We will 
see the four hectare botanical 
garden which comprises over 
900 species of plants of which 
90% are endemic to the region. 
Alternatively, visit the Reniala 
Private Reserve, a small area of 
just 60 hectares but containing 
a spiny forest which is unique to 
south eastern Madagascar. The 
park is home to 200 plant species 
including baobabs as well as 
being a haven for birders with 
sightings of paradise flycatchers, 
Madagascar hoopoe and 
Madagascar crested drongo.

Day 16 Tulear to London. 
Disembark this morning and 
transfer to the airport for our 
specially chartered flight to 
Johannesburg. Connect here with 
our onward flight to London.

Day 17 London. Arrive this 
morning.



Your Cabin/Suite
Accommodating no more than 95 passengers, there are eight different 
grades of cabins arranged over five decks, and all feature either 
windows or portholes. The cabins are attractively designed for comfort 
and convenience. All cabins are fully air conditioned with an en-suite 
bathroom with shower (please note cabins 601 - 605 and 507 have a 
bath with shower attachment) and a selection of toiletries in addition 
to a hairdryer, robes and slippers. All cabins come equipped with 
telephone, flat screen television, safety deposit box and other thoughtful 
appointments. Refillable water bottles are available in all cabins for use 
on board. Due to the very nature of the ship, the cabins vary in shape 
and size, adding to the vessel’s overall charm.

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant 
accommodates all guests in one sitting 
and, with its Deck 5 location, all of the 
tables benefit from great views. The 
picture windows also make the restaurant 
wonderfully light and airy. Breakfast is served 
buffet-style with cooked dishes available and 
eggs to order by the ship’s accomplished 
chef. Lunch is also served buffet-style 

The charming MS Serenissima began her career as the Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. 
Since 2003, when she was extensively renovated, she has been operating as a classic cruise ship. Previously 
known as the MS Andrea, she was upgraded again in 2013 and started her new life as the MS Serenissima.  
With her small size she can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships and  
appears an impressive sight when moored. With her fleet of Zodiacs, she is capable of both destination  
and expedition cruising. 

Venice Restaurant Andrea LoungeHarald Jarl Lounge

with hot and cold dishes available. Dinner is served à la carte and is four 
courses, except at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a six course affair. Where 
possible, local produce is sourced for an authentic dining experience. A 
choice of red or white wine, beer and soft drinks is included at lunch and 
dinner. In good weather there are al fresco dining facilities available and tea 
and coffee are available around the clock in the Andrea Lounge.

Your Space
The facilities on board include two lounges – the larger Andrea Lounge 
is comfortable and spacious and the smaller Harald Jarl Lounge is more 
intimate. There is also a small library and Wi-Fi is available at an extra 
cost throughout the vessel. The outside areas really are something 
special. A spacious observation deck allows 360 degree views of the 
passing scenery. From here, step down to the lido area with Jacuzzi 
and outside bar. The covered seating area at the back of Deck 6 is ideal 
for relaxing with a drink in hand. Perhaps, one of the best known and 
loved features of this vessel is its unique style. During the major refit in 
Sweden the then owners commissioned Swedish interior designers to 
create a country house style which has recently been updated with some 
Art Deco styling which works particularly well on a vessel of this vintage, 
providing intimacy and a classic nautical sensibility often lacking in 
larger vessels.

ms serenissima 
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2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk | noble-caledonia.co.uk

All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
Cover image: Giant Tortoise, Aldabra.

MS SERENISSIMA DECK PLAN & CABINS

NB. Please note cabin sizes vary in each category and measurements shown are approximate.

During this voyage you 
will be visiting out of the 
way destinations and 
will be accompanied 
by an expedition team. 

Landings and excursions will be made 
by Zodiac landing craft. This cruise will 
appeal to the more adventurous and 
those who enjoy the natural world.




