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THE NETHERLANDS
A cruise exploring the lesser known landscapes of Northern Holland
including Lake Ijsselmeer & Friesland with Guest Speaker Hendrika Foster
aboard the MS Royal Crown
3rd to 15th September 2020

The historic town of Enkhuizen

J

oin the MS Royal Crown in Haarlem and discover the rural tranquillity of
The Netherland’s northernmost provinces. Along our route we will explore
the rich history and unique flora and fauna of this peaceful and unspoilt area,
visit its picturesque towns and villages and encounter highlights of the region’s
glorious maritime past, and present. This is true Holland as the native Dutch
would describe it.
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Our journey begins in delightful Haarlem which today still retains much of its
Medieval character of gabled houses and cobbled streets. We then cruise north
to discover the shores of the Zuiderzee, sailing across the Ijsselmeer, the largest
freshwater lake in The Netherlands. We will spend some time in the ancient seaport of Harlingen, with its
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age-old merchant houses, canals and atmospheric inner harbours, from where we can visit nearby Leeuwarden,
famous as the birthplace of the World War I spy, Mata Hari. Also included are visits to the Afsluitdijk, Europe’s
longest dam, the Woudagemaal Steam Pumping Station and Batavia Shipyard, all great testaments to the
SWITZERLAND
immense engineering and building achievements of the Dutch nation. Fittingly, our cruise ends in Amsterdam,
city of the ‘Golden Age’ with its artistic and historic treasures.
Rhine

Guest Speaker - Hendrika Foster
Hendrika was born in Yorkshire, of Anglo-Dutch parentage, and now
lives in Hampshire. With a Dutch father, the Netherlands (including
Belgium), it’s art and history, have long held a special fascination in
what became with family, a second home. Hendrika’s family can be
traced to the end of the 16th century in and around Dordrecht. In a
city like Delft, largely unscathed in World War II, it is easy to slip back
into the world of the newly independent Republic of the Northern
Netherlands. A visit here is like stepping in and out of paintings by
Vermeer. She loves driving through the countryside, where so much
of landscape was known and loved by Ruisdael, and has changed
very little. When asked to make a contribution in a book about ‘special heroes’ Hendrika wrote
about Willem I of Orange. He gave his fortune, two brothers, a son and ultimately his life for this
small country. The history of Holland is a wondrous story that she feels is a part of her heritage.
Amsterdam’s canals

Windmill de Adriaan, Haarlem

The pretty village of Marken

The Itinerary
Day 1 London / Bristol or Glasgow to Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Fly
by scheduled flight or travel by Eurostar train via Brussels. On arrival into
Amsterdam transfer to the MS Royal Crown in Haarlem and embark. Moor
overnight in Haarlem.
Day 2 Haarlem. After breakfast, depart for a morning walking tour of
Haarlem, including the Windmill de Adriaan (outside view), and the 17th
century Church of St. Bavo, immortalised in the artwork of Dutch painters
Pieter Saenredam and Gerrit Berckheyde. Our tour concludes with a visit
to the Frans Hals Museum, home to a spectacular display of 16th and 17th
century portraits, still lifes and landscapes. Return to the MS Royal Crown for
lunch followed by an afternoon at leisure to explore the city’s pretty streets.
Early this evening we will sail towards Hoorn and tonight join your fellow
travellers for the welcome drink and dinner on board.
Day 3 Hoorn. Arrive this morning in the attractive 16th century town of Hoorn.
We will set off on a gentle walking tour, and see the bustling harbour, cheese
warehouses and modern marinas, as well as monumental facades which tell of
the history of this former Dutch East India Company town. Return to the ship
for lunch and enjoy an afternoon at leisure. Moor overnight in Hoorn.
Day 4 Edam & Marken. This morning we will experience two unique
communities of the Zuiderzee. Our first call will be at Edam, a tranquil little
town with drawbridges across canals and charming historic houses with
lovely facades. We continue on to the fascinating village of Marken which
was separated from the mainland after a storm surge in the 13th century.
Here the houses and the traditional costumes are reminiscent of the past
when the island was flooded regularly and for this reason, houses were built
on stilts and on mounds. Return to the ship for lunch and this afternoon we
sail on to Enkhuizen.

to repel occupying Spanish troops; locals opened the locks and flooded
the area with sea water, forcing the invaders to retreat. On arrival we will
visit the beautiful old centre with its historic monuments, including the St.
Laurenskerk, the oldest church in the city. Our tour will end with a visit to a
cheese specialist for a tasting. There will be some free time to explore at
leisure before we return to the ship for lunch and sail towards Harlingen. As
we sail, make your way to the ship’s lounge for a tasting of delicious local
cheese and potent Boomsma Beerenburger, a drink traditionally drunk neat
from a shot glass. Arrive this evening into Harlingen and moor overnight.
Day 7 Harlingen & Friesland. This morning we will explore Harlingen which
is located in the Wadden region and is one of the oldest seaports of the
Netherlands. On a walking tour we will discover this city full of merchant
houses, inner harbours, bridges and canals and visit The Hannemahuis
Museum, one of the oldest merchant houses in Harlingen and now a
museum dedicated to the history of the city. Return to the ship for lunch and
this afternoon there will be a choice of included excursions. Choose from a
boat trip to nearby Vlieland, the smallest inhabited of the Dutch Wadden
Islands with its tiny and beautiful village of Oost-Vlieland. Alternatively join
a tour to the Stud Farm “Het Swarte Paert” to see the Frisian Horse. This
majestic breed of horse is a joy to behold and has been highly valued since
Roman times. During the visit we will learn about the history, breeding and
culture of this distinctive purebred. Moor overnight in Harlingen.

Day 5 Enkhuizen. After breakfast we will visit the fascinating Zuiderzee
Museum which is dedicated to preserving the cultural heritage and maritime
history from the old Zuiderzee region. Return to the MS Royal Crown for
lunch and enjoy a leisurely afternoon to explore Enkhuizen with its wellpreserved buildings dating back to the 15th to 17th century, and one of the
largest marinas in the Netherlands. Moor overnight.
Day 6 Alkmaar. This morning we will depart for an excursion to Alkmaar. This
engaging city holds a special place in Dutch hearts as the first town in 1573
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The Ijsselmeer

Drawbridge and the town of Edam

Great Egrets in De Weerribben Wieden National Park

Day 8 Franeker & Leeuwarden. After breakfast today we will depart for
a morning tour to see the longest dam in Europe, The Afsluitdijk (the
Ijsselmeer Dam). This 32-kilometre long dam was built in 1932 and is
still considered an architectural wonder of the world. Afterwards drive
to nearby Franeker for a visit to the Eise Eisinga Planetarium, the oldest
active planetarium in the world. See the extensive collection of historical
astronomical instruments and visit the impressive interactive exposition
‘Space’. Return to the ship for lunch followed by an afternoon at leisure
in Harlingen. Alternatively you may choose to join the included tour to
Leeuwarden, birthplace of the infamous World War 1 spy and exotic
dancer, Margaretha Geertruida Zelle (Mata Hari). On arrival we will have a
walking tour of the town, followed by some free time before returning to
the ship. Moor overnight in Harlingen.
Day 9 Lemmer & De Weerribben-Wieden National Park. Enjoy a relaxing
morning on board as we cruise to the port of Lemmer, arriving in the early
afternoon. After lunch on board we set off for nearby Woudagemaal to
see the Steam Pumping Station. It is exceptional as the largest and most
powerful steam-driven installation for hydraulic purposes ever built and
is a masterpiece of the work of Dutch hydraulic engineers and architects.
Alternatively, for those who prefer nature, there will be an excursion to the
nearby De Weerribben-Wieden National Park. On arrival enjoy a guided boat
trip of this beautiful wetland region. Shaped by peat extraction from the 15th
century, today the area covers 6000 hectares of nature, including reed beds,
meadows and dense swamp forests. Return to the ship and moor overnight.
Day 10 Lelystad. Enjoy a morning cruising through this delightful area
of Friesland, arriving into Lelystad around midday. After lunch on board
we will depart for a visit to the extraordinary Batavia Shipyard, which
transports us back to the Golden Age of shipbuilding. The first showstopping reconstruction was of the 17th century VOC ship the Batavia
– ten years in the making, it was completed in 1995. The Batavia was
originally built in 1628 and destined to sail to and from the East Indies,
but in June 1629 it was shipwrecked off the coast of Western Australia.
Work is now underway on the reconstruction of De Zeven Provincien, a
17th-century battleship once captained by Michiel de Ruyter. Return to
the MS Royal Crown and sail on to Amsterdam for an overnight mooring.
Day 11 Amsterdam. After breakfast depart for a visit to the Rijksmuseum,
arguably Amsterdam’s most important art venue. Housing some of the

The 17th century VOC ship at Batavia Shipyard, Lelystad

greatest examples of Western European painting and decorative arts, it
boasts works by Vermeer, Goya, and Rubens. Here, Rembrandt’s famous
‘The Night Watch’ hangs in the Hall of Honour. Return to the ship for
lunch followed by an afternoon at leisure. Alternatively, you may wish
to join the excursion to the imposing Muiden Castle, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. The castle was built around 1285 by Count Floris V, an ally
of the French Court and later of the British King Edward.
Day 12 Amsterdam. This morning there will be a choice of included
tours. Visit the extraordinary Maritime Museum, which offers a unique
array of stimulating and interactive exhibits showcasing how the sea has
shaped Dutch culture. Alternatively, depart for a canal cruise, one of the
most enjoyable ways to see this unique city. Return to your ship for lunch
and this afternoon is free to sightsee, shop or relax in one of the many
vibrant city cafes. This evening gather for the farewell drink and dinner.
Day 13 Amsterdam to London / Bristol or Glasgow. Disembark this
morning and return to your chosen UK airport by scheduled flight or by
train to London St Pancras.

PRICES PER PERSON

Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
CATEGORY

Junior Suite
Superior Suite
Deluxe Suite
Premium Suite
Royal Suite
Deluxe Suite for sole use

DECK

Select
Select
Select
Select
Panorama
Select

BROCHURE
PRICE		

£3795
£3895
£4195
£4695
£5195
£5245

SPECIAL OFFER
PRICE

£3595
£3695
£3995
£4495
£4995
£5045

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel or train travel • 12 nights
aboard the MS Royal Crown on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft
drinks with lunch & dinner • Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia onboard team
including Guest Speaker • Gratuities • Transfers • Port & airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

+44 (0)20-7752 0000

ROYAL CROWN RIVER CRUISING AT ITS BEST

W

e are delighted to have chartered the MS Royal
Crown for a series of European river cruises
in 2020.
This elegant vessel combines the nostalgic charm of
the 1930s with the comfort and service of a four-star
vessel. No expense has been spared to create not
only a vessel that is beautiful to look at, but also a great
joy to travel on. Spacious teak decks, elegant public
rooms and staterooms with mahogany, rosewood and
marble, together with rich fabrics and specially designed
furniture, all blend together to create a unique river vessel.

Built in 1996 and refurbished in 2010, the 90 passenger
MS Royal Crown was designed for the rivers flowing
through the heart of Europe. Exquisite furniture, expensive
materials and accessories give the vessel its unique
atmosphere. Facilities on board include a library,
boutique, fitness area, lounge with panoramic views and
a restaurant with open seating.
Outside there is a large Sun Deck, Lido Bar, a putting green
and large scale chessboard. On board the efficient airconditioning system ensures a comfortable temperature. Two
powerful engines propel the vessel up to a speed of 12 knots.

Premium Suite

YOUR CABIN/SUITE
MS Royal Crown has 45 suites which range in
size from 145 square feet to the spacious Royal
Suites which measure 200 square feet. All suites
are fitted with spacious rosewood cupboards,
a dressing table, satellite TV and radio, a
safety deposit box, individually controlled
air-conditioning and en-suite facilities with
shower and hairdryer. Suites on the Select Deck
have portholes and the Royal Suites on the
Panorama Deck have large windows.
Royal Suite

Restaurant

Lounge

Deluxe Suite

Friendly service

Sun Deck

YOUR DINING
While the most beautiful river scenery passes
by, enjoy delicacies created by the Executive
Chef and his team. The restaurant has open
seating, allowing you to sit where and with
whom you like at each meal. In the morning
breakfast is served buffet style, lunch is a
delightful buffet with hot and cold choices and
dinner is a served four course meal. In addition,
house wine, beer and soft drinks are included at
both lunch and dinner.

sauna with shower facilities, and a fitness room.
There is also a small boutique and a library with
a selection of books and games. Daily news
sheets are also supplied.

read a book or watch the changing scenery.
There is also a putting green and a large chess
board for your enjoyment. For some time out,
relax in the wellness centre which includes a

DECK PLAN
LIDO DECK

LIDO BAR

YOUR SPACE
The elegant Lounge Bar is defined by its 30s
inspired Art Deco style, with textured carpets,
carved mahogany and plush sofas which create
a comfortable and relaxed atmosphere.
Experience unforgettable views from the large
windows as you enjoy tea or coffee. The Lounge
is also where our Guest Speakers will entertain
you with informative presentations. In the
evenings, let the day come to an end with a
choice of beverages from the extensive menu
accompanied by a pianist playing a Steinway &
Sons grand piano. The huge Sun Deck covers
almost the entire length of the vessel,
interrupted only by the bridge and the Lido Bar
(open when weather permits) where you can
enjoy a drink such as fresh juice, a milkshake, or
even a cocktail. Recline on a sun lounger and
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Please note that Junior, Deluxe & Superior Suites have fixed twin beds. Premium and Royal Suites have fixed
double beds with separate mattresses and duvets, so can be made up as twins if required.

2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk | www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. Ports subject to change and water levels. All special offers are subject to availability.
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