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Monument of the Discoveries, Lisbon

Guest Speaker – Rosemary Legrand 
Rosemary is a former nursery owner and daughter of the late George 
Hyde, who was a hybridist of azaleas and rhododendrons. Many of his 
award winning hybrid plants can be seen at the Royal Horticultural Society’s 
gardens at Wisley, Surrey, the de Rothschild rhododendron gardens at 
Exbury, Hampshire, and the National Trust Gardens at Kingston Lacy in 
Dorset. Rosemary had the honour of presenting HM The Queen with a 
collection of her late father’s azaleas named after the Queen’s former Head 
Gardener, Fred Nutbeam, at Chelsea Flower Show in 1996. She has travelled 
extensively to gardens in many parts of the world and is an experienced 

public speaker. She is on RHS Speakers Register and also speaks for NAFAS; she wrote a number 
of contributions for the book, ‘1001 Gardens you must see before you die’ and an article for the 
Royal Horticultural Society ‘Rhododendron, Camellia and Magnolia 2014 Year Book’.

Santiago de Compostela

Join the 95 passenger MS Serenissima for this springtime voyage exploring the Iberian 
Peninsula, France and the Channel Islands visiting some marvellously historic and 

scenic places along the way. We have chosen the perfect time of year for our voyage 
and can expect verdant gardens and landscapes awash with blossoms and moderate 
temperatures with the absence of high season crowds. We have allowed time to explore 
the horticultural splendours and delightful towns of the region in depth and our itinerary 
has been planned to ensure the balance is just right between exploring ashore, relaxing on 
board and with some time at leisure in picturesque ports for individual exploration. 

On many days during our voyage there will be a choice of excursions for you to choose 
between depending on your interest or perhaps based upon where you have visited before. 
Whilst in Cadiz there will be a choice of a city tour or a visit to Jerez de la Frontera to 
learn about sherry production and enjoy a tasting; during our time in Figueira da Foz visit 
Medieval Coimbra and its wonderful Botanical Gardens or the Bairrada wine producing 
region; and in Guernsey you can choose between a walking tour of St Peter Port and Castle 
Cornet or a scenic island drive. Each day holds something new and we will also step into 
the pilgrimage cathedral of Santiago de Compostela, spend a day exploring Brittany and 
the charming village of Locronan and visit the tranquil island of Sark with its horse-drawn 
carriages and La Seigneurie gardens.

Our voyage offers an insight into the contrasting cultures of the regions visited and we will 
be able to learn more of the history as well as the beautiful architecture and gardens. Along 
the way we will encounter some of the fine wines of Portugal and France and sample the 
splendid ports in the enchanting city of Oporto. Our journey includes fabulous coastal 
scenery and timeless beauty which combined with the rich maritime history of the region 
makes for an endlessly fascinating cultural experience.
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The Itinerary

Monument of the Discoveries, Lisbon

Cadiz

Day 1 London to Malaga, Spain. 
Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and 
enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as 
we sail this evening. 

Day 2 Cadiz. Located on a 
peninsula jutting out into a bay, 
Cadiz is almost entirely surrounded 
by water. It is the oldest surviving 
city in Spain, founded by the 
Phoenicians in 1100 BC and later 
occupied by the Carthaginians, 
Romans, Visigoths and Moors. This 
morning you can join a guided tour 
during which we will discover the 
most beautiful monuments and 
landmarks of the city including the 
Santo Domingo Church, the Santa 
Catalina Fortress and the Cathedral 
of Cadiz in the old city. Alternatively, 
join a visit to Jerez de la Frontera, 
the home of Spain’s sherry and 
brandy industry which grew in the 
18th and 19th centuries. After a visit 
to the old centre of Jerez, including 
the 11th century Alcazar, we will 
continue to one of the bodegas to 
learn about sherry production and 
enjoy a tasting. Return to the ship 
for lunch and an afternoon at sea.

Day 3 Lisbon, Portugal. Set on 
seven hills on the banks of the River 
Tagus, Lisbon has been the capital 
of Portugal since the 13th century. 
Today there are distinct modern 
and ancient sections, combining 
great shopping areas with culture 
and sightseeing in the Old Town, 
built on the city’s terraced hillsides. 
Arriving over lunch we will have 
a choice of tours this afternoon. 
On a city tour you will see the 
famous landmarks and places of 
interest such as the Monument to 
the Discoveries, Belem Tower and 

Jeronimos Monastery. Alternatively, 
visit the Queluz Palace to explore 
these very formal, yet intimate 
gardens. Often referred to as the 
Versailles of Portugal, this former 
royal palace is surrounded by 
extensive grounds. See the Malta 
Garden famous for its musical 
concerts, the Hanging Garden, 
its statues, ponds, grotto and the 
azulejo-tiled canal where the royal 
family would go boating.

Day 4 Figueira da Foz. Located 
at the mouth of the Modego River, 
Figueira da Foz is one of central 
Portugal’s prime beach resorts. 
However, our reasons for visiting 
are actually inland and we have a 
choice of excursions today. Choose 
to visit the nearby city of Coimbra, 
the Medieval capital of Portugal 
for over 100 years, and the site of 
the country’s greatest university 
for the past five centuries. On 
a walking tour we will view the 
stunning buildings from the 16th to 
18th centuries, including the Paco 
das Escolas (Royal Palace) and the 
Monastery of Santa Cruz before 
we head to the university which 
was recently appointed UNESCO 
status. After a local lunch choose 
to return to Figueira da Foz or to 
stay longer in Coimbra to explore 
independently. Alternatively visit 
the Botanical Gardens, created in 
the 18th century and designed to 
complement the Natural History 
and Medicinal Studies taking 
place at the university. Another 
option is to join a drive through the 
Bairrada wine-producing region 
and visit the Alianca Underground 
Museum which is part winery, part 
art museum. Here we can explore 
a network of underground tunnels 

housing an extraordinary collection 
of African and Portuguese art 
alongside cellars crammed with 
huge oak barrels of maturing wines 
and brandies. Continue to the 
Bussaco Palace which was built 
in the late 19th century by King 
Charles I and is surrounded by the 
forests of the Bussaco National Park. 
After lunch in the Palace we will 
have a chance to explore the paths 
of the forest and its spectacular 
landscape of rare trees and exotic 
plants.

Day 5 Oporto. For our last call in 
Portugal we arrive into the port 
of Leixoes, the base for our day 
of activities around Oporto. We 
will visit the Quinta de Aveleda, 
located in the heart of the Vinho 
Verde Demarcated Region which 
creates a young fresh wine with a 
low alcoholic content and a lightly 
fruity flavour. After exploring the 
beautiful park and gardens with 
rare specimens of trees, shrubs and 
flowers which surround the Manor 
House, we will learn about the wine 
which has been created here since 
1947. This afternoon we explore 
Oporto including the impressive St 
Francis Church and the Ribeira, a 
riverside quarter made up of narrow, 
twisting streets and shadowy 
arcades. We will end at one of the 
many port wine cellars where we 
hear all about the wines and how 
they are produced.

Day 6 Vilagarcia de Arousa, Spain. 
From our berth in Vilagarcia de 
Arousa we will head to Santiago 
de Compostela, the capital of 
the autonomous community of 
Galicia. The city’s cathedral is 
the destination of the important 

Medieval pilgrimage route, the Way 
of St James (in Spanish the ‘Camino 
de Santiago’), which is still walked 
today. Visit the Conventual de San 
Francisco, the Faculty of Medicine 
and the world-famous Plaza del 
Obradoiro. Inside the cathedral, we 
will visit the Romanic crypt and see 
the facade of Platerias; the Quintana 
Plaza; House of Parra; facade of 
Azabachería; and the facade of San 
Martin Pinario. This afternoon we will 
visit the Pazo de Rubianes which was 
originally founded in 1411 and was 
one of the three official lordships in 
Spain. Enjoy a guided walk through 
the stunning gardens, famous for 
their thousands of camellias but also 
home to eucalyptus trees, sequoias 
and camphors. Also visit the Pazo’s 
extensive vineyards to learn about 
the local Albarino wine production 
and enjoy a tasting before exploring 
the historical palace itself. 

Day 7 At Sea. After a busy few days 
take the opportunity to relax as we 
spend a day at sea. Join our lecture 
programme in the lounge or find a 
spot on deck to watch the world go 
by.

Day 8 Douarnenez & Locronan, 
France. Arrive today in the Finistere 
region of France and the port of 
Douarnenez which prospered as a 
major centre for the sardine industry 
in the 19th century. Traces of these 
days still show in the architecture 
and old fisherman’s houses that line 
the harbour, whilst at the Port Musee 
you may find a number of traditional 
boats at anchor. A morning tour 
takes us to nearby Locronan, one of 
the most picturesque and preserved 
Medieval Breton villages which grew 
from the manufacture of sailcloth. 

Oporto

Queluz Palace and the Neptune fountain

Douarnenez



+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Cabin Description Cat
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

Brochure Price Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£4195
£4395
£4695
£5095
£5595
£5995
£6295
£4895

£3995
£4195
£4495
£4895
£5395
£5795
£6095
£4695

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel to Malaga  
• Nine nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis  
• House wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble 
Caledonia onboard team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions 
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Before embarking the MS Serenissima we are offering the opportunity 
to join a three night extension in Seville including a full day tour to the 
ancient city of Cordoba as well as time to explore at leisure.

Day 1 London to Seville, Spain. Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive and 
transfer to our hotel where we have free time before we meet for dinner 
this evening. (D)

Day 2 Seville. On a morning walking tour we will explore the city’s 
greatest monuments. Visit the Alcazar Palace with its ornate Moorish 
interiors and exotic terraced garden and the imposing La Giralda, Seville’s 
cathedral which is reputed to be the largest Gothic style church in the 
world with its distinctive Moorish tower. The remainder of the day is free 
for independent exploration. Meet this evening as we take in a flamenco 
show with dinner. (B, D)

Day 3 Cordoba. Our full day excursion will take us to Cordoba, the city 
that was both the Roman and the Moorish capital of Spain. We visit the 
Old Town and the Mezquita-Cathedral which was built between the 8th 
and 10th centuries and is one of the earliest and most breathtakingly 
beautiful examples of Spanish Islamic architecture. After our visit we will 
take a walk through the fascinating Jewish Quarter. Lunch will be taken 
at a local restaurant before we return to Seville for an evening at leisure. 
(B, L)

Day 4 Seville to Malaga. Check out after breakfast and drive to Malaga 
where our first call will be at the Botanical Gardens which features more 
than 25,000 species of plants. After lunch we will see the 14th century 
Castillo de Gibralfaro, the Alcazabar and the nearby Roman amphitheatre. 
Embark the MS Serenissima in the late afternoon. (B, L)

PRICES PER PERSON - Based on double occupancy

Twin: £1095   
Single: £1345
Price Includes: Three nights hotel accommodation in Seville, meals as 
indicated (B - Breakfast, L - Lunch, D - Dinner), tours as described, Noble 
Caledonia Tour Manager, gratuities, transfers.   
Not Included: Travel insurance.

  Pre-cruise Seville Extension
  24th to 27th May 2022

Alcazar Palace Gardens

La Seigneurie Gardens, Sark

Visit the 15th century church, 
remarkable for its stone vaulting 
and stained-glass windows, 
before walking through the craft 
workshops. You might also be 
tempted to taste the famous 
“kouignamann”, a traditional 
Breton butter cake. Return to the 
MS Serenissima for lunch and this 
afternoon will be at leisure to relax 
on board or to explore this lovely 
town at your own pace. 

Day 9 Guernsey & Sark, Channel 
Islands. On Guernsey, the ‘Island 
of Flowers’ there will be the option 
of a walking tour of St Peter Port 
including a visit to Castle Cornet, 
a 12th century battlement which 
guards the entrance to St Peter 
Port harbour. Alternatively, enjoy 
a panoramic drive during which 
we will see the beautiful coastline 

The Itinerary

and beaches and visit the Little 
Chapel, built in 1914 as a miniature 
version of the famous basilica at 
Lourdes and covered in fragments 
of shattered china. Over lunch we 
sail to Sark where we will use our 
Zodiacs to land on this peaceful 
traffic-free island. Horse-drawn 
carriages take us along the narrow 
lanes alive with the songs of 
chaffinches, skylarks and mistle 
thrush as we see the narrow 
isthmus which joins Little Sark 
and Big Sark and the enchanting 
gardens at La Seigneurie. Those 
feeling active may wish to hire a 
bicycle and explore independently.

Day 10 Portsmouth, England. 
Disembark this morning. Transfers 
will be provided to Portsmouth 
Harbour Railway Station at a fixed 
time.

Interior of the Mezquita, Cordoba



Your Cabin/Suite
Accommodating no more than 95 passengers, there are eight different 
grades of cabins arranged over five decks, and all feature either 
windows or portholes. The cabins are attractively designed for comfort 
and convenience. All cabins are fully air conditioned with an en-suite 
bathroom with shower (please note cabins 601 - 605 and 507 have a 
bath with shower attachment) and a selection of toiletries in addition 
to a hairdryer, robes and slippers. All cabins come equipped with 
telephone, flat screen television, safety deposit box and other thoughtful 
appointments. Refillable water bottles are available in all cabins for use 
on board. Due to the very nature of the ship, the cabins vary in shape 
and size, adding to the vessel’s overall charm.

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant 
accommodates all guests in one sitting 
and, with its Deck 5 location, all of the 
tables benefit from great views. The 
picture windows also make the restaurant 
wonderfully light and airy. Breakfast is served 
buffet-style with cooked dishes available and 
eggs to order by the ship’s accomplished 
chef. Lunch is also served buffet-style 

The charming MS Serenissima began her career as the Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. 
Since 2003, when she was extensively renovated, she has been operating as a classic cruise ship. Previously 
known as the MS Andrea, she was upgraded again in 2013 and started her new life as the MS Serenissima.  
With her small size she can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships and  
appears an impressive sight when moored. With her fleet of Zodiacs, she is capable of both destination  
and expedition cruising. 

Venice Restaurant Andrea LoungeHarald Jarl Lounge

with hot and cold dishes available. Dinner is served à la carte and is four 
courses, except at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a six course affair. Where 
possible, local produce is sourced for an authentic dining experience. A 
choice of red or white wine, beer and soft drinks is included at lunch and 
dinner. In good weather there are al fresco dining facilities available and tea 
and coffee are available around the clock in the Andrea Lounge.

Your Space
The facilities on board include two lounges – the larger Andrea Lounge 
is comfortable and spacious and the smaller Harald Jarl Lounge is more 
intimate. There is also a small library and Wi-Fi is available at an extra 
cost throughout the vessel. The outside areas really are something 
special. A spacious observation deck allows 360 degree views of the 
passing scenery. From here, step down to the lido area with Jacuzzi 
and outside bar. The covered seating area at the back of Deck 6 is ideal 
for relaxing with a drink in hand. Perhaps, one of the best known and 
loved features of this vessel is its unique style. During the major refit in 
Sweden the then owners commissioned Swedish interior designers to 
create a country house style which has recently been updated with some 
Art Deco styling which works particularly well on a vessel of this vintage, 
providing intimacy and a classic nautical sensibility often lacking in 
larger vessels.

ms serenissima 
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2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
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All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
Cover image: Bussaco Palace and garden.

MS SERENISSIMA DECK PLAN & CABINS

NB. Please note cabin sizes vary in each category and measurements shown are approximate.




