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Made up of over seventeen thousand 
islands, Indonesia, the world’s fourth 

most populous country is a land of diverse 
cultures, histories and languages, unique flora 
and fauna, breathtaking scenery and a majestic 
underwater world. During this island hopping 
expedition voyage from Bali to Papua New 
Guinea, we will visit some magnificent 
national marine parks, idyllic islands and areas 
of outstanding natural beauty. With our 
perfectly suited small ship, the MS Island Sky, we will be able to access islands and bays that the big ships simply cannot 
get close to and with our fleet of Zodiac landing craft, a friendly crew and excellent expedition team, we will truly make 
the most of our time in this unique part of the world.

The region we will be sailing through is certainly one of the least known and most inaccessible areas on the planet, but an 
absolute joy for the adventurous traveller who wishes to witness this extraordinary area, its diverse cultures and 
marvellous wildlife and who is weary of the more well-trodden paths around the world. Amongst the many experiences on 
offer will the be multiple opportunities to snorkel amongst pristine reefs and colourful corals, the chance to witness the 
Komodo dragons in their natural habitat, birdwatch for rare species including the endemic birds-of-paradise, beachcomb 
on idyllic islands, swim from beautiful beaches, visit remote villages where only relatively few travellers have been before 
and learn of the historical importance of the Banda Islands in the spice trade.

This is a truly unique trip and an unparalleled opportunity to explore one of the most intriguing places on the map. Afloat 
and ashore, our exploration will be filled with unforgettable images, remote idyllic islets, kaleidoscopic reefs and soaring 
white-tailed tropic birds. After a day’s exploration, we will be returning each evening to the comfort of the all-suite  
MS Island Sky, ready for the next day’s adventure. 

WHAT TO EXPECT...
 

Every expedition is unique and no two days are the same. Flexibility is 
key and often the whole day’s schedule will be changed to maximise your 
experience based on weather conditions or wildlife sightings. Each day 
holds something new and here are some extracts from previous expedition 
logs which will provide you with an idea of what to expect: 

Pink Beach: The Zodiacs brought us ashore at Pink Beach for some great 
snorkelling and swimming on this most beautiful of the Komodos, a beach 
which really is pink, due to the red coral in the sugary sand. The fish and 
corals here, we agreed, were the most beautiful and diverse we had seen 
on the trip so far, and the bay was full of flipping fins for hours as we dove 
through the crystal clear waters in search of fishy photos and memories to 
store. Some entrepreneurial local folks were on hand to sell us strings of 
cultured pearls and carved wooden Komodos, both on the beach and at 
the ship. The weather co-operated, with warm temperatures, a light breeze 
and occasional clouds, and some trees on the beach offered welcome 
shade. 

Raja Ampat: Considered the most diverse marine environment in the 
world, Raja Ampat is a series of islands sitting on the convergence of the 
Pacific and Indian Oceans, making it utterly unique. Gathering into the 
Zodiacs, we had plenty of time and opportunity to explore the many fine 
passageways and magnificent rock formations of this isolated area. For 
the bird lovers, numerous reef egrets (or reef herons) were seen cruising 
the water’s surface, while Brahminy kites and one or two sea eagles soared 
high overhead. Even the non-bird lover could not help but be thrilled as 
the white flash of the local cockatoos broke the stillness of the treetops. 
For those with eyes only for the marine environment, the ever-changing 
underwater terrain kept the views interesting and diverse. Coral mounds 
rose from aqua-blue depths and the multi-coloured fish and reefs were 
clearly visible clinging to the limestone outcroppings. Lunch was a 
brief respite, as we gathered back in our Zodiacs to head ashore for an 
afternoon of exploring the underwater environment. There were options 
available for everyone from absolute beginners to advanced snorkellers 
and the underwater world could not possibly disappoint. An entire 
afternoon spent here gave everyone time to not only enjoy the water, but 
also get some beach time in, reading on the sand or finding a quiet corner 
to savour. Our birder was also ashore pointing out the fascinating local bird 
species and a highlight, even for a weathered experts, were the hanging 
parrots. 
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Rufous Chested Flycatcher

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Bali, Indonesia. Fly by scheduled indirect flight.

Day 2 Bali. Arrive and transfer to our hotel for an overnight night stay. The 
remainder of the day is at leisure.

Day 3 Bali. Enjoy a leisurely morning at the hotel or explore the local area 
at your own pace. We will check out in the late morning and after lunch will 
transfer to the MS Island Sky moored in Benoa. Sail this evening.

Day 4 Satonda Island. After a morning at sea we arrive at diminutive 
Satonda Island, located between the large island of Sumbawa and the 
smaller Pulau Moyo. The island is wooded and uninhabited, with a fringing 
reef and a small but swimmable crater lake where the trees are decorated 
with ‘wishing’ stones, shells and pieces of coral. There will be an opportunity 
for our first snorkel here amongst the pristine reefs, colourful coral and 
abundant fish whilst guided walks inland will search for the local birdlife 
including the endemic island monarch and rufous chested flycatcher.

Day 5 Komodo Island & Pink Beach. Today we visit Komodo to see the 
distant cousins of the dinosaurs, the Komodo dragons. These rare, huge 
lizards grow up to twelve feet in length and were only known to the western 
world in 1910 when a Dutch lieutenant first laid eyes on them. Escorted by 
the island’s wardens in the national park we will walk to the dragon’s feeding 
station, seeing the dragons in the wild. During our walk we also hope to see 
frigate birds, white buffalo and long tailed monkeys. Over lunch we will sail to 
Pink Beach, a beautiful sandy beach in the Komodo National Park renowned 
for its unique pink sand. Here you can relax on the beach, enjoy a nature walk 
or swim or snorkel from the beach.

Day 6 Taka Bonerate National Park. Stretching south from the main island 
of Sulawesi into the Flores Sea is the stunning Taka Bonerate National Park. 
Spread out over 220,000 hectares this is one of the largest coral reef in 
Indonesia, rich in marine life and also habitat to a number of bird species. 
Using our small ship to navigate and our Zodiacs to land, we will find a 
suitable spot amongst the 21 islands of the park to spend the day. The crystal 
clear waters offer snorkellers a chance to explore the reefs where we find 
over 200 species of coral and almost 300 species of colourful reef fish, as well 
as dolphins and turtles. Alternatively enjoy a walk in the sand dunes where 
we will find many land, coastal and sea birds. We hope to meet with some 
of the National Park staff to learn about the coral transplanting and other 
conservation activities, as well as meeting the Bajo and Buginese ethnic 
groups that reside on the islands. 

Day 7 Wakatobi National Marine Park. Legendary underwater explorer 
and conservationist, Jacques Cousteau is said to have called the Wakatobi 
Islands, then known as the Tukangbesi Islands, an “Underwater Nirvana”. 
Now a National Marine Park, it comprises a total of 1.4 million hectares, of 
which 900,000 hectares are decorated with different, colourful species of 
tropical coral reefs. There are fringing atolls and barrier reefs and the national 
park is the habitat of large and small fish species, the playground of dolphins, 
turtles and even whales. Meanwhile on land we will meet the local Bajau 
people, explore mangrove forests and see the historical ruins, cannons and 
fortresses that spread out over the main islands.

Day 8 At Sea. Enjoy a relaxing day at sea as we cross the Banda Sea. Maybe 
join a lecture in the lounge or find a spot on deck.

Days 9 & 10 Banda Islands. Since the first century the Banda Islands have 
played a major role in the spice trade, once being the sole producer of 
nutmeg in the world. Now these ten idyllic islands offer us a view into the 
past as well as some fine snorkelling sites. We will spend a day and a half 
here including time in Banda Neira, Banda’s main port and administrative 
centre. Remnants of an extravagant European lifestyle remain from the 
port’s heyday as a spice exporter in the Dutch era. It is a charmingly friendly 
place and almost devoid of tourism as it is so difficult to reach. We will visit 
the 1608 Dutch fortress of Benteng Nassau and hear of the tragic history. 
Next is Rumah Budaya Museum with its collection of Dutch artefact’s and 
historical memories. We hope to cross to Banda Besar, the largest island of 
the group where we will walk to the spectacularly located ‘capital’ village of 
Lonthoir. The central street is actually a flight of stairs that takes us up the 
hillside overlooking Gunung Api. We will discover the 17th century Benteng 
Hollandia fortress and the island’s fine mosque. Meanwhile on Pulau Ai there 
are still active nutmeg plantations, the remains of the 17th century Fort 
Revenge and colonial plantation mansions, although the main draw for many 
is the fantastic snorkelling from the sandy beaches.

Days 11 & 12 Raja Ampat. Over the next day and a half we will explore 
the 1500 karst limestone islands which make up the archipelago of Raja 
Ampat, also known as ‘Four Kings’ after its four main islands, in the heart 
of the Coral Triangle. This area is renowned as having one of the richest 
marine ecosystems in the world and home to a huge variety of fish, turtles 
and coral reefs. Our itinerary will be flexible and in the hands of our Captain 
and Expedition Leader as we use our small ship and Zodiacs to find the best 
landing sites. We hope to visit the Misool Marine Reserve where we will 
be able to snorkel in the clear waters or take a walk in the forest of one of 

Clown fish swimming amongst the coral reefs

Satonda Island

Dutch fortress of Benteng Nassau, Banda Islands

Komodo Island



	 +44 (0)20 7752 0000

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel 
accommodation in Bali and Singapore with breakfast • Lunch in Bali on Day 3 
• 16 nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia expedition team  
• Gratuities • Shore excursions • Transfers • Airport taxes • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, Indonesia & Papua New Guinea visa, dinners in 
Bali & Singapore.

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Suite CategoryDeck Brochure Price Special Offer Price
Magellan	 Standard  

Columbus	 Superior

Marco Polo	 Premium 

Marco Polo	 Corner 

Erikson	 Deluxe Balcony

Explorer	 Owner’s Balcony

Explorer	 Island Suite

Magellan	 Standard for sole use 

Columbus	 Superior for sole use

£12495
£13395
£14295
£14895
£16295
£16995
£17495
£14495
£16295

£11995
£12895
£13795
£14395
£15795
£16495
£16995
£13995
£15795

the many islands. During an island walk on Pulau Su we will find fruit bats 
in the trees while on Waigeo Island we can follow in the footsteps of the 
British naturalist, Alfred Wallace, who visited the island in 1860 to study the 
endemic birds-of-paradise. During a strenuous early morning hike we hope 
to see these lavishly attired birds whilst further walks may find kingfisher, 
lorikeets and parrots.

Day 13 At Sea. Relax on board as we make our way to the beautiful 
Padaido Islands.

Day 14 Padaido Islands. This morning we will take advantage of our small 
ship and fleet of Zodiacs to explore the islands off the coast of Papua. Our 
itinerary will be flexible and be guided by our Captain, Expedition Leader 
and local weather conditions and we hope to visit the Padaido Islands, a 
chain of 31 mainly uninhabited islands and the site of some of the world’s 
most intact and biologically diverse coral reef systems. Padaido is a local 
word, meaning indescribable beauty and we will snorkel in the reefs which 
harbour 95 coral species and 155 fish species.

Day 15 Jayapura, Papua. Our last call in Indonesia is at Jayapura, the 
capital and largest city in Papua. We will drive inland to Lake Sentani, 
one of the largest lakes which is still virtually untouched by tourism. The 
people who call the shores of this magnificent lake home still live in a 
traditional manner and are renowned for their woodwork and pottery. 
Enjoy an excursion by boat to a small island in the middle of the lake where 
we can visit the village of Assei. Here master craftsmen practice Papuan 
wood carving techniques using traditional tools. Return to the ship via 
the Cenderwasih Museum which is home to a range of Papuan artefacts 
including Asmat carvings. 

Days 16 & 17 Wewak & Sepik River, Papua New Guinea. Arrive into 
Papua New Guinea at the port of Wewak. After clearing immigration 
formalities we will continue our journey to our anchorage at the mouth of 
the Sepik River arriving in the late afternoon. The Sepik River is the longest 
in Papua New Guinea and central to life for the communities that live here 
being used for trade in dugout canoes, fishing and cooking. We will use 
our Zodiacs to explore the river system surrounded by lush forest on the 
lookout for wildlife. We will also travel upriver and visit a local village where 
we will receive a traditional welcome of song and dance before exploring 
the village. See the Men’s House, the place where important decisions 
regarding the village are made and initiation ceremonies take place, learn 
about the process of sago palms and see pieces of tribal art and crafts.

Day 18 Garove Island. Spend the morning cruising to the Witu Islands, 
a small group of volcanic reef-ringed islands situated within the Bismarck 
archipelago. Arriving at lunchtime we will spend our final afternoon on the 
largest of these, Garove Island. The fringing reef surrounding the island 
offers fine swimming or you can enjoy snorkelling amongst multi coloured 
corals. Ashore we will be welcomed by the islanders who will show us around 
the village visiting the church, school and recently built community house.

Day 19 Rabaul to Singapore. We arrive this morning in the spectacular 
setting of Rabaul’s Simpson harbour. Six cone-shaped volcanoes ring 
Rabaul’s dramatic flooded-caldera harbour. Disembark this morning and 
transfer to the airport for our scheduled indirect flight to Singapore. Arrive 
this evening and transfer to our hotel for an overnight stay.

Day 20 Singapore to London. After breakfast in the hotel we transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London. Arrive this afternoon.

Rabaul, Papua New Guinea

Lake Sentani, Jayapura
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Your Suite
On board there are 59 exceptionally spacious and well-designed suites.
All feature a seating area and some have private balconies, whilst those 
on the Marco Polo Deck feature tinted, sliding glass doors allowing 
greatly enhanced viewing opportunities and quick access to the deck. 
The feeling of luxury is enhanced by the wood panelling and brass, 
which predominates throughout the vessel conveying the atmosphere 
of a private yacht. The passenger accommodation is arranged over 
five decks and each suite affords considerable comfort with en-suite 
bathroom featuring marble-topped vanity unit with sink and walk-in 
shower, a large wardrobe, dressing table and excellent storage. There is 
a mini-fridge, television and a telephone in each suite. Refillable water 
bottles, dressing gowns and slippers are also provided for your comfort. 
Other facilities include a safe, hairdryer, assorted Noble Isle toiletries, 
air-conditioning and heating. The comfortable beds in each suite can be 
configured as either double or twin.

The much loved MS Island Sky is one of our two flagships and sister vessel to the MS Hebridean Sky.  
Both vessels were built in the same shipyard in Italy at similar times and share the same excellent attributes  
that make them two of the finest small ships in the world. With a maximum passenger capacity of only 118,  
a vessel of her size is capable of carrying many more but instead the MS Island Sky has the benefit of unusually 
large suites, luxuriously appointed public areas and spacious outside decks.

ms island sky

Deluxe Balcony Suite The RestaurantFriendly Service

Your Dining
With only one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the 
cuisine on board the MS Island Sky is of a consistent superior quality 
that befits such a vessel. In keeping with the informal atmosphere on 
board, when dining you are able to choose your seating arrangements 
and choice of restaurants at your leisure; whether that be joining a table 
of four to six other passengers in the elegant à la carte Restaurant or 
outside buffet-style on the Lido Deck in the evening sunshine. In the main 
Restaurant, breakfast is served buffet-style, with certain items cooked to 
order on request. Lunch and dinner menus offer plenty of choice, often 
reflecting the daily catch and local delicacies. The Welcome and Farewell 
dinners are a sumptuous five course affair. To enhance your dining 
experience further a selection of wines is included with both meals. 
Afternoon tea and pre-dinner canapés take place in either the comfort of 
the Lounge or the Club. Tea and coffee are also available 24 hours a day. 
Special diets can be catered for with sufficient notice.



During this voyage you will be visiting out of the way 
destinations and will be accompanied by an expedition 
team. Landings and excursions will be made by Zodiac 
landing craft. This cruise will appeal to the more 
adventurous and those who enjoy the natural world.

Your Space
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a large 
Lounge on the Columbus Deck featuring a selection of seating options 
from individual armchairs and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily 
briefings given by the Cruise Director and talks from Guest Speakers 
and expedition staff take place in the Lounge. In addition to the main 
Lounge, there is also The Club, located on the Marco Polo Deck which 
features the main bar. The Club also features a 24-hour tea and coffee 
station. Towards the aft of the ship on the Columbus Deck is the Library. 
Well stocked with reference books pertaining to the destinations the 
vessel is visiting and a selection of essential reads, you will not find 
yourself short of excellent literature on board. A collection of games 
as well as devices to access the internet via the ship’s satellite can also 
be found in the Library. Access to the ship’s satellite Wi-Fi via your own 
device is complimentary on board (signal strength varies depending on 
location and demand). The main Restaurant, which can seat all guests 
at one sitting, is located on the Magellan Deck, and outside there is a 
rear Lido Deck located on the Erikson Deck where meals are served in 
warm weather under shade. Further to this on the top Explorer Deck 
there is an observation area ideal for spotting wildlife, complete with sun 
loungers for sunbathing, relaxing with a book or catching up with fellow 
travellers. The Promenade Deck wraps around the whole ship giving 
outstanding views. There is also a small beauty salon on board with 
appointments made on request.

Your Comfort 
The MS Island Sky is equipped with the latest safety, navigation and 
communications equipment along with roll stabilisers to minimise the 
ship’s motion. During your voyage we hope to offer you the opportunity 
to visit the Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the vessel’s 
progress by charts and learn more about your journey. On board you 
will also find a clinic and Doctor and a lift that serves all decks. When 
at anchor our nimble Zodiacs will ferry you ashore or, on select cruises, 
enjoy Zodiac cruises getting you closer to the natural world. 

Your Life On Board
The atmosphere on board is warm and convivial and more akin to 
a private yacht or country hotel in which you can learn more about 
wonderful destinations you are visiting in the company of like-minded 
people. There is a high ratio of crew to passengers and our friendly 
crew of 75 are mainly Filipino and Eastern European and our Captains 
are experienced mariners. After a day ashore you will return to the 
comfort and peace of a well-run and exceedingly comfortable ship 
where peace, high quality of service and attention to detail are the 
order of the day. A little music in the Lounge after dinner, Guest 
Speakers and informative port briefings and of course good food, 
all contribute to make any voyage aboard this wonderful vessel a 
memorable and joyful experience. 
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All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
Cover image: Komodo Island.
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