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Day 1 London to Athens, Greece.   
Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Island Sky and 
embark. Enjoy welcome drinks and 
dinner as we sail this evening.

Day 2 Nafplio & Epidaurus. Enjoy 
a morning cruising arriving into 
Nafplio at lunchtime. Looking 
out across the translucent water 
of the bay towards the Arcadian 
Mountains, Nafplio’s sheltered 
location below a rocky headland 
and large natural fortress crowned 
by a Venetian castle is perhaps 
unrivalled in Greece and this 
afternoon we will visit one of 
the most renowned of Greece’s 
ancient sites. Situated on the 
slopes of a beautiful and wooded 
valley, Epidaurus was known 
throughout the Hellenic world for 
its unique medical facilities and 
healing treatments. Dedicated to 
Aesclepius, the god of healing, 

the city was filled with curative 
spas and baths and only priests 
had access to certain secret sites. 
Most of the ruins of Epidaurus have 
been reduced to their foundations, 
except for the astonishing theatre 
which is in an admirable state of 
preservation. Built into the ground, 
rather than above it, it is known for 
its fantastic acoustics, which we will 
observe during our visit. Return to 
Nafplio and enjoy time wandering 
the twisting labyrinthine streets, 
view the Venetian and Turkish 
architecture and maybe enjoy a 
pre-dinner drink ashore. Moor 
overnight.

Day 3 Nemea & Mycenae. This 
morning take a scenic drive through 
the Argos Plain to Nemea, the 
site of a religious sanctuary which 
hosted the pan-Hellenic athletic 
games every two years from 573 
BC until 271 BC. The mythical 

The awe-inspiring sites of the Aegean have attracted, 
inspired, and fascinated travellers throughout the 

centuries and during this voyage we will we explore some of 
the most historic and scenically beautiful places in Greece 
and Turkey. Our itinerary represents small ship cruising 
at its best and is timed for May when the absence of high 
summer crowds will contribute towards making this a very 
memorable journey during which 3000 years of history 
can be viewed in relative peace and quiet. By the end of 
the cruise you will have seen and learnt so much, all from 
the comfort of the all-suite MS Island Sky which allows us 
access to ports which the big ships simply can’t reach. 

Our week in Greece will focus on unspoiled islands, 
timeless villages and splendid archaeological sites and we 
will learn about the great cities that flourished and fell, and 
the intriguing civilisations that so coveted these ancient 
lands. When not sailing through some of the most beautiful 
coastal scenery in the Mediterranean we will explore 
some truly wonderful sites such as Epidaurus, famed as 
a place of miraculous healing and Patmos where we will 
visit the grotto of St John. Continuing to the Turkish Coast 
we will visit truly magnificent ancient sites including 
Ephesus, one of the most famous Graeco-Roman sites in the 
Mediterranean and Pergamon, one of the cultural capitals 
of antiquity and a city of endless fascination. Our final day 
will be spent at the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Bursa 
visiting the Great Mosque, mausoleum and other sites from 
its incarnation as the first Ottoman capital.

After many years of experience of operating cruises in the 
Aegean, we believe we have the perfectly balanced itinerary 
with a mix of guided excursions and time at leisure to 
explore the charming villages independently. With just over 
100 fellow passengers, our trips ashore with local guides 
will be a pleasure and whether your interest lies in ancient 
history, culture and the myths of ancient Greece and Turkey 
or simply the joy of experiencing new places, this journey 
has something for everyone.
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origin of the Games is sometimes 
ascribed to Hercules who, after his 
first labour in which he had to kill 
the Nemean lion living in the caves 
of Mount Tritos above the site, 
established the athletic games in 
honour of his father, Zeus. Nemea 
was not a town or settlement but a 
venue where festivities were held 
during the games and our tour will 
include the Temple of Zeus, the 
bathhouse and the stadium before 
spending time in the small but 
excellent on-site museum. Nemea 
is also famous for its red wines and 
we will enjoy a wine tasting at a 
local vineyard before we continue 
to the famous citadel of Mycenae 
which is located high above the 
confluence of two boulder-strewn 
ravines and accessed by way of the 
Lion Gate. Once inside the gate, we 
will explore the Royal Palace, the 
shaft graves and the remains of the 
city walls. An archaeological briefing 
within the Treasury of Artreus (also 
known as the Tomb of Agamemnon) 
will add to our understanding and 
appreciation of the sights. We will 
enjoy lunch in a local restaurant 
before returning to Nafplio this 
afternoon.

Day 4 Paros & Syros. Awake in 
the Cyclades and the island of 
Paros, famed for the marble that is 
drawn from the island’s interior and 
used in the Venus de Milo statue. 
We moor at Parikia, a beautiful 
village of whitewashed houses and 
labyrinthine streets. Explore the 4th 
century Panagia Ekatondapyliani, 
one of the finest churches in the 
Cyclades and the fine Byzantine 
Museum, housing icons from the 
churches and monasteries of the 

island. We sail over lunch to Syros 
which was the largest cultural and 
trade centre of the Aegean in 
the 19th century, and the capital 
Ermoupolis was Greece’s principal 
port. Arriving in the late afternoon, 
we take a walk in the town of 
Ermoupolis, the capital of the 
Cyclades. The prosperity of the 
island in the 19th and early 20th 
century created through commerce 
and shipping is reflected in the 
architecture with a beautiful square, 
town hall and theatre.

Day 5 Kos. According to myth, Kos 
was the homeland of the Giants. 
The island has given to the world 
Hippocrates, father of medicine, 
Pythagoras, and the 4th century 
painter Apelles. We will drive the 
short distance to the Asklepion, the 
infirmary of Antiquity, which was 
constructed in the 4th century BC. 
Among the ruins are part of the 
Doric Temple of Aesculapius, the 
altar and the Stoa which housed 
the famous Hippocrates Medical 
School. After lunch on board you 
have the afternoon to explore Kos 
Town at your own pace, maybe 
head to the once impregnable 
Castle of the Knights, the 3rd 
century BC Agora, see the museum 
housing fine mosaics or simply relax 
at one of the cafes in the squares.

Day 6 Patmos. Of all the Greek 
islands, Patmos is the most sacred 
to Christians both Orthodox and 
Western and it was here that St 
John received his revelation. This 
morning we will make our way 
to the grotto of St John. This 
small cave, now converted into 
the beautiful chapel, is where the 

Saint lived, had his revelation and 
wrote ‘Book of the Apocalypse’. 
From here continue to the village 
of Chora, with its simple houses 
and Byzantine churches and climb 
to the Monastery of St John the 
Theologian. Upon entering into 
the courtyard, admire the intricate 
pebbled laid floor, decorated arches 
and frescoes adorning the entrance 
to the chapel of Christodoulos. This 
afternoon and evening are at leisure 
to explore the picturesque town of 
Skala or maybe enjoy a swim at a 
nearby beach.

Day 7 Samos. Today we explore 
Samos which lays claim to be 
the birthplace of Hera, the 
mathematician Pythagaros and 
philosopher Epicurus. From the 
port of Vathy we will visit the 
excellent archaeological museum 
with one of the richest collections in 
Greece including the five metre tall 
Kouros rescued from the Heraion 
and dedicated to the god Apollo. 
Continue to the Sanctuary of Hera, 
the second largest temple ever 
built in Greece dating from the 6th 
century BC before arriving at the 
charming village of Pythagorio. 
Return to the MS Island Sky for 
lunch and enjoy a free afternoon in 
Vathy where you may wish to learn 
about the local wine production at 
the museum of Samos wines, visit 
a local beach or wander through 
the historic quarter of Ano Vathy. 
We moor overnight allowing for the 
opportunity of an after dinner stroll.

Day 8 Kusadasi for Ephesus, 
Turkey. Sail early this morning and 
arrive in Kusadasi over breakfast. 
From our berth we will drive to the 

nearby ancient city of Ephesus, a 
stunning and partially excavated 
site where digging has been taking 
place for over a century. Broad 
streets are lined by impressive 
buildings including the library of 
Celsus and the temples of Serapis 
and Hadrian. Once the capital of 
Ionia, St Paul preached here on 
his second missionary journey 
and we will see the Church of the 
Virgin Mary, the most important 
Christian monument in Ephesus. 
Also see the spectacular Grand 
Theatre, originally built in the 3rd 
century BC by the Greeks, and 
later expanded by the Romans to 
its present capacity of 24,000. We 
will enjoy an afternoon at leisure in 
Kusadasi.

Day 9 Pergamon. From our berth 
in Dikili we will drive inland, past 
fertile fields and olive trees, to 
the present day modern town 
of Bergama, once known as 
Pergamon, a great centre of 
culture. Today Pergamon is one 
of Turkey’s finest archaeological 
sites. We will visit the Asclepion, a 
healing centre from the 4th century 
BC and one of the most important 
sites of Pergamon. Discover 
the Temple of Asclepios, the 
amphitheatre, and walk through 
the sacred corridor and down the 
ancient, arcaded, marble-paved 
boulevard. Continue into the 
town of Bergama and visit the 
Archaeological Museum which 
houses relics discovered during the 
excavations of Pergamon. En-route 
we will see the Basilica which was 
one of the earliest of the Seven 
Churches of Asia Minor. Take a 
cable car up to the Acropolis to 
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If you would like to spend some time in 
Athens before embarking MS Island Sky we 
are offering the opportunity to join our two 
night extension. 

The Itinerary 
Day 1 London to Athens, Greece. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival transfer 
to your centrally located hotel for a two night stay. The remainder of the day 
is at leisure before we meet for dinner this evening. (D)

Day 2 Athens. Spend the day at leisure to relax or make independent 
touring arrangements. Perhaps climb up to visit the Acropolis, stroll amidst 
the lanes and classical ruins of Plaka or visit one of the many excellent 
museums. (B)

Day 3 Cape Sounion. After breakfast enjoy a trip along the coast to Cape 
Sounion to see the majestic Temple of Poseidon sitting atop a craggy rock 
overlooking the sea. Enjoy a local lunch before transferring to the port of 
Piraeus for embarkation. (B, L)

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £695 Single:  £895

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation, meals as indicated  
(B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner), tours as described, Noble Caledonia 
Tour Manager, gratuities, transfers.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Pre-cruise Athens Extension  
12th to 14th May 2023  

Syros

For those who wish to spend some time 
discovering Istanbul after disembarking the 
MS Island Sky we are offering a two night hotel 
extension with included sightseeing. 

The Itinerary 
Day 1 Istanbul, Turkey. Disembark after breakfast and spend the morning 
at the impressive Topkapi Palace, a complex of buildings and annexes that 
was used as the Imperial residence of the Ottoman Sultans for nearly 400 
years. Since 1924 it has been preserved as a museum, and it is noted for its 
beautiful shaded courtyards and elegant architecture. After lunch we will 
check in to our hotel and have the remainder of the afternoon and evening 
at leisure. (B, L)

Day 2 Istanbul. After breakfast at the hotel we start our exploration of 
Istanbul at the Hippodrome, the centre of civic life in the capital of the 
Ottoman Empire and the site of speeches, chariot races, and riots. Next, 
visit the nearby Blue Mosque, named for its glorious 17th century painted 
tiles; and the Hagia Sophia, first a Byzantine patriarchal basilica and now an 
imperial mosque. Known for its massive domed roof and colourful mosaics, 
this structure is widely regarded as the world’s finest example of Byzantine 
architecture. A short walk brings us to the Basilica Cistern, which dates back 
to the 6th century and is supported by 336 Corinthian columns making it 
one of the most magnificent covered cisterns in Istanbul. Return to the hotel 
for an afternoon at leisure before we meet for dinner this evening. (B, D)

Day 3 Istanbul to London. After breakfast we transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London. (B)

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £745 Single:  £945

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation, meals as indicated  
(B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner), tours as described, Noble Caledonia 
Tour Manager, gratuities, transfers.   
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Post-cruise Istanbul Extension  
24th to 26th May 2023  

Suite CategoryDeck Brochure Price Special Offer Price
Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony Suites

Explorer Island Suite

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

£5895
£6095
£6295
£6595
£6995
£7495
£8295
£7295
£7495

£5595
£5795
£5995
£6295
£6695
£7195
£7995
£6995
£7195

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel •10 nights aboard 
the MS Island Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer and soft drinks 
with lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard team including Guest 
Speaker • Gratuities • Transfers • Airport taxes • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Monastery of Saint John, Patmos

explore the remains of the citadel 
and the city walls, the foundations 
of the Zeus Altar, and the Royal 
Palace. Lunch will be served 
ashore.

Day 10 Mudanya for Bursa. 
We cruise overnight through the 
Dardanelles and into the Sea of 
Marmara towards our berth at 
Mudanya, our gateway to Bursa. 
Bursa was the first capital of the 
Ottoman Empire and is one of 
the greatest treasure houses of 
Islamic architecture dating back 
to the 2nd century. A UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, we visit the 
city’s main sites including the 
prominent Great Mosque with 
its two towering minarets and 20 
domes; it is considered one of the 

most important mosques in Islam 
after those in Mecca, Medina, 
Jerusalem, and Damascus. Walk 
to Koza Han which for centuries 
was the centre of Bursa’s 
flourishing silk trade and home of 
the skilled artisans who produced 
kaftans, pillows, embroidery, 
and other silk products for the 
Ottomans. Our tour will conclude 
at the Green Mosque and the 
neighbouring Green Mausoleum, 
both world-renowned for their 
superb tile decorations.

Day 11 Istanbul to London. Be 
on deck as we sail into Istanbul 
this morning and disembark after 
breakfast. Transfer to the airport 
for our scheduled flight  
to London.



Your Suite
On board there are 59 exceptionally spacious and well-designed suites.
All feature a seating area and some have private balconies, whilst those 
on the Marco Polo Deck feature tinted, sliding glass doors allowing 
greatly enhanced viewing opportunities and quick access to the deck. 
The feeling of luxury is enhanced by the wood panelling and brass, 
which predominates throughout the vessel conveying the atmosphere 
of a private yacht. The passenger accommodation is arranged over 
five decks and each suite affords considerable comfort with en-suite 
bathroom featuring marble-topped vanity unit with sink and walk-in 
shower, a large wardrobe, dressing table and excellent storage. There 
is a mini-fridge, flat screen television with inbuilt DVD/CD player and a 
telephone in each suite. Refillable water bottles, dressing gowns and 
slippers are also provided for your comfort. Other facilities include a
safe, hairdryer, assorted Molton Brown toiletries, air-conditioning and 
heating. The comfortable beds in each suite can be configured as either 
double or twin.

The much loved MS Island Sky is one of our two flag ships and sister vessel to the MS Hebridean Sky. Both 
vessels were built in the same shipyard in Italy at similar times and share the same excellent attributes that 
make them two of the finest small ships in the world. With a maximum passenger capacity of only 118, a vessel 
of her size is capable of carrying many more but instead the MS Island Sky has the benefit of unusually large 
suites, luxuriously appointed public areas and spacious outside decks.

ms island sky

Deluxe Balcony Suite The RestaurantFriendly Service

Your Dining
With only one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the 
cuisine on board the MS Island Sky is of a consistent superior quality 
that befits such a vessel. In keeping with the informal atmosphere on 
board, when dining you are able to choose your seating arrangements 
and choice of restaurants at your leisure; whether that be joining a table 
of four to six other passengers in the elegant à la carte Restaurant or 
outside buffet-style on the Lido Deck in the evening sunshine. In the main 
Restaurant, breakfast is served buffet-style, with certain items cooked to 
order on request. Lunch and dinner menus offer plenty of choice, often 
reflecting the daily catch and local delicacies. The Welcome and Farewell 
dinners are a sumptuous five course affair. To enhance your dining 
experience further a selection of wines is included with both meals. 
Afternoon tea and pre-dinner canapés take place in either the comfort of 
the Lounge or out on the Lido Deck when the weather is favourable. Tea 
and coffee are also available 24 hours a day. Special diets can be catered 
for with sufficient notice.
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Your Space
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a large 
Lounge on the Columbus Deck featuring a selection of seating options 
from individual armchairs and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily 
briefings given by the Cruise Director and talks from Guest Speakers 
and expedition staff take place in the Lounge. In addition to the main 
Lounge, there is also The Club, located on the Marco Polo Deck which 
features the main bar. The Club also features a 24-hour tea and coffee 
station. Towards the aft of the ship on the Columbus Deck is the Library. 
Well stocked with reference books pertaining to the destinations the 
vessel is visiting and a selection of essential reads, you will not find 
yourself short of excellent literature on board. A collection of games 
as well as devices to access the internet via the ship’s satellite can also 
be found in the Library. Access to the ship’s satellite Wi-Fi via your own 
device is complimentary on board (signal strength varies depending on 
location and demand). The main Restaurant, which can seat all guests at 
one sitting, is located on the Magellan Deck, and outside there is a rear 
Lido Deck located on the Erikson Deck where meals are served in warm 
weather under shade. Further to this on the top Explorer Deck there is an 
observation area ideal for spotting wildlife, complete with sun loungers 
for sunbathing, relaxing with a book or catching up with fellow travellers. 
The Promenade Deck wraps around the whole ship giving outstanding 
views. There is also a small beauty salon on board with appointments 
made on request.

Your Comfort 
The MS Island Sky is equipped with the latest safety, navigation and 
communications equipment along with roll stabilisers to minimise the 
ship’s motion. During your voyage we hope to offer you the opportunity 
to visit the Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the vessel’s 
progress by charts and learn more about your journey. On board you 
will also find a clinic and Doctor and a lift that serves all decks. When at 
anchor our nimble Zodiacs will ferry you ashore or, on select cruises, enjoy 
Zodiac cruises getting you closer to the natural world. 

Your Life On Board
The atmosphere on board is warm and convivial and more akin to 
a private yacht or country hotel in which you can learn more about 
wonderful destinations you are visiting in the company of like-minded 
people. There is a high ratio of crew to passengers and our friendly crew 
of 75 are mainly Filipino and Eastern European and our Captains are 
experienced mariners. After a day ashore you will return to the comfort 
and peace of a well-run and exceedingly comfortable ship where 
peace, high quality of service and attention to detail are the order of 
the day. A little music in the Lounge after dinner, Guest Speakers and 
informative port briefings and of course good food, all contribute to 
make any voyage aboard this wonderful vessel a memorable and joyful 
experience. 
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