
Passage through Assam
A journey along the mighty Brahmaputra River through Northern India’s Assam region

aboard the RV Charaidew or the RV Sukapha

FEATURING A POST-CRUISE EXTENSION TO BHUTAN

November 2013 – February 2015

NOBLE CALEDONIA

BOOK BEFORE 31 MARCH 2013 & SAVE £500 PER PERSON



Think of Assam and your first thoughts probably involve tea and maybe temples.
Certainly it is not noted for its tourism, mostly because of the lack of comfortable

accommodation and transportation. This is a great pity, as this state that lies south of Tibet
and Bhutan and north of Bangladesh has so much to offer the naturalist, bird watcher or
cultural traveller. One of the world’s great rivers, the Brahmaputra runs for some 1800 miles
from its source in the Tibetan Himalaya to its delta in the Bay of Bengal. Nothing can
prepare the traveller for the vastness and emptiness of this great water highway, as myriad
channels ply through seemingly endless archipelagos of sand islands. Within striking
distance of the river are a number of significant national parks. Among these is the World
Heritage Site at Kaziranga, where the world’s largest population of rhino reside.

This unusual journey will appeal to those who wish to witness this extraordinary area, its
diverse cultures and marvellous wildlife but who are weary of the more well trodden paths
around the world. The roads may be poor and the tourist infrastructure very much in its
infancy, but that is precisely why we find this region so exciting. Now is the time to visit
before big business moves in with the resort hotel chains and all other paraphernalia that
21st century tourism entails.
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Early morning elephant ride, Kaziranga National Park



two hours duration down the Jia Bhoreli River through the park, with excellent
birdwatching (look out for the great hornbills) and perhaps the chance of
sighting wild elephant. After lunch we take a village walk before returning to
the ship.
Day 9 Kaziranga. Continue upstream, passing below a seemingly endless

new bridge across the vast width of the river bed, to moor at Steemer
Ghat (sic), a lovely beach backed by jungle-covered hills. In the
afternoon we drive to Kaziranga’s Western Range for a jeep safari and
to scan the wilderness from an observation tower. Kaziranga is a World
Heritage site and with a population of well over 1000 rhinoceros is the
best place in the world to see these beasts. There are also good
populations of tiger, wild elephant, sambar, swamp deer, hog deer,
wild pig and many other species.

Day 10 Kaziranga. Disembark pre-dawn and drive to Kaziranga’s Central
Range for an early morning elephant ride, the best way to get really close to
the rhino and other animals. After breakfast at a lodge, we walk through
terraced tea gardens and past a Karbi tribal village, then drive to a Mising tribal
village, with their distinctive houses raised on piles. After lunch either take a
jeep safari in the little visited Burapahar Range before returning to the boat, or
if preferred return directly to Steemer Ghat, visit a delightful Assamese village
nearby and walk along a path alive with butterflies to a solitary temple on the
river bank.

Life along the mighty Brahmaputra River

Ancient temple ruins

Sunset on the Brahmaputra

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Kolkata. Fly by
scheduled indirect flight from
London to Kolkata.
Day 2 Kolkata. Arrive in the
morning and transfer to your hotel
for a two- night stay. Enjoy an
afternoon city tour of India’s
second largest city.
Day 3 Kolkata. Our morning
excursion will include a visit to the
flower markets and a cruise down
the River Hooghly. After lunch visit
the Marble Palace and the South

Park Cemetery, the last resting place of many of Kolkata’s early British settlers.
Day 4 Kolkata to Guwahati. Depart on a morning flight to Guwahati. On arrival
drive up Nilachal Hill to see the holy Kamakhya temple. With its tantric rites and
animal sacrifice, the more squeamish may prefer to content themselves with the
exterior. Visit the poignant Commonwealth War Graves cemetery. Finally walk
through a local market before embarking on the RV Charaidew or the RV
Sukapha (depending on departure date chosen). Set sail and cruise for about an
hour and a half upstream to Kurua on the north bank.
Day 5 Ganesh Pahar. The day is spent cruising upstream, with hills rising on
either side, often battling against strong currents. We have time though to
pause and visit the north bank village of Khirakata, with its lush green fields
of vegetables and corn.
Day 6 Cruising. Leaving the hills behind, we enjoy our first taste of the
wilderness experience, sand banks like icebergs on either side. We may
make a short stop to visit Tullugaon, another bankside village, with large
sugarcane plantations. We shall see weavers at work in their homes, as
well as the production of jaggary out of sugar cane juice. We moor for
the night in a lunar landscape of sand islands, with hopefully the
Himalayas in view and providing a contrasting backdrop in the distance.
Day 7 Tezpur.We cruise on to Tezpur, where after lunch we visit the 6th
century Da Parbatia temple ruins with a beautifully carved portal, then explore
the town by cycle rickshaw, stopping at Cole Park with medieval stone carvings
saved from sites all over the region, and aim to pass by the bungalow once
lived in by Alexander Bruce, pioneer of the tea industry. Our ship will be waiting
at the town’s waterfront for us to re-board.
Day 8 Nameri National Park. After an early breakfast we drive for some two
hours to the Nameri National Park at the foot of the blue hills of Arunachal
Pradesh, the old North East Frontier Agency. Here we take a float trip of around
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Day 11 Vishnath. This morning set sail upstream, with Kaziranga National
Park on the right bank. Around midday we reach Vishnath, with an
Ahom-period Shiva temple. There are other later temples too, and we walk
through the town before reboarding and setting off again, with Kaziranga
still on the far bank.
Day 12 Cruising. The day is spent on the river, and we have a good chance
of spotting Gangetic dolphin, as well as creating a sensation in bankside
villages as we pass. We should arrive in the evening at lonely Dhansiri Mukh.
Day 13 Kaziranga. This morning we land and take a jeep safari in
Kaziranga’s little-visited Eastern Range, with grasslands much favoured by
rhino, where you might spot the rare Bengal Florican. Returning to the boat,
we continue our cruise upstream.
Day 14 Cruising/Jamuguri. Another day spent cruising upstream. We shall
take time to pause and walk through a tribal village, getting an insight into
the life of rural India.
Day 15 Majuli Island. Around breakfast time, we should reach Majuli
Island, supposedly the world’s largest river island, and possessing unique
Hindu monasteries famed for their dance-drama performances - the whole
island is now shortlisted for future UNESCO World Heritage status. We visit
a monastery at Auniati with an eclectic museum then attend a dance
performance at Kamalbari monastery, before cruising across to Neamati
Ghat on the opposite bank.
Day 16 Sibsagar.We visit Horu Charai tea estate this morning and see all
the processes of tea production (factory in operative between December
and mid-March) then drive for about an hour to Sibsagar, the one-time

capital of the kings of Assam. Shan by origin (Assam and Siam share the
same derivation) but converted to Hinduism they ruled Assam for some
700 years until the 1820s, and their culture and architecture is a strange
and delightful amalgam of Indian and S.E. Asian. We shall see temples with
stupa-like profiles, and palaces of distinctive form - note the crocodiles and
rather sexy caryatids that adorn the roof of the Rang Mahal. For the record
book, the temple tank here is believed to be the world’s largest
hand-excavated reservoir. We return to the ship which will have cruised up
to Dikhou Mukh close to Sibsagar, and spend our last night on board.
(Dependent on river conditions the last night may be spent at Neamati,
close to Jorhat).
Day 17 Assam to Kolkata. Disembark after breakfast for your flight to
Kolkata. On arrival transfer to your hotel for your overnight stay.
Day 18 Kolkata to London. Depart this morning by scheduled flight
(indirect), arriving into London this evening.
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2013-2015 DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES PER PERSON
Based on double occupancy

BOOK BEFORE 31 MARCH 2013 AND SAVE £500 PER PERSON

RV SUKAPHA Tour Code: RCASSAM15

20th November to 7th December 2014, 15th January to 1st February 2015;
12th February to 1st March 2015

BROCHURE PRICE EARLY BOOKING PRICE

Twin £5395 £4895

Single £6695 £6195

Price includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, three nights hotel accommodation
in Kolkata on full board basis, 13 nights aboard the RV Charaidew or RV Sukapha, full
board throughout, shore excursions, experienced UK tour manager, transfers, port
taxes, UK airport taxes.
Not included: Travel insurance, Indian visa, gratuities.
NB. Ports subject to change. Itineraries may vary according to river conditions. Elephant rides are
subject to availability. Wildlife sightings are not guaranteed. All special offers are subject to
availability. Please note that road conditions in Assam are often poor, therefore overland journeys
will be slow and at times subject to delays.

RV CHARAIDEW Tour Code: RCASSAM14

21st November to 8th December 2013; 16th January to 2nd February;
13th February to 2nd March 2014

BROCHURE PRICE EARLY BOOKING PRICE

Twin £5225 £4725

Single £6525 £6025



POST CRUISE EXTENSION IN BHUTAN

Join us after your cruise for an exploration of Bhutan, in the
heart of the Himalayas. The people of Bhutan are known for

their warm hospitality and added to this, we are surrounded by
some of the most dramatic scenery in the world.

The Itinerary
Day 1 Kolkata to Paro to Thimphu Valley. After breakfast transfer to
Kolkata Airport for your flight to Paro. On a clear day, the flight is
breathtaking, with views of major Himalayan peaks such as Everest,
Kanchenjunga and Makalu, and on the final approach Bhutan’s own snowy
peaks, the sacred Jhomolhari, Jichu Drake and Tserimgang. On arrival at
Paro airport and after completion of airport formalities, you will be met by
your representative. Drive from Paro to Thimphu, the modern capital town
of Bhutan and an exciting blend of tradition and modernity. Check-in to
your hotel, for your two night stay, afternoon free.
Day 2 Thimphu Valley. Thimphu, perhaps the most unusual capital city in
the world, is the seat of government. This bustling town is home to
Bhutan’s royal family, the civil service, and foreign missions with
representation in Bhutan. It is also the headquarters for a number of
internationally funded development projects. Today’s full day of
sightseeing in Thimphu valley includes visits to, National Memorial Chorten;
the building of this landmark was originally envisaged by Bhutan’s third
king, His Majesty Jigme Dorji Wangchuck, who had wanted to erect a
monument to world peace and prosperity. Completed in 1974 after his
untimely death, it is both a memorial to the Late King (“the father of
modern Bhutan”), and a monument to peace. In the evening, take a stroll
along the town’s main street.
Day 3 Thimphu Valley to Punakha. After early breakfast depart for
Punakha. Drive up to Dochu-la pass (3,088m/10,130ft) stopping briefly
here to take in the view and admire the chortens, Mani walls, and prayer
flags which decorate the highest point on the road. If skies are clear, the
high Himalayan peaks towards the northeast will be revealed in all their
glory. On arrival check-in to your hotel for your overnight stay.
Day 4 Punakha to Paro. This morning, set off for Paro after an early
breakfast, en-route visiting Semtokha Dzong, “the place of profound tantric
teaching”, stands sentinel on a hillock a few kilometers out of town on the
way. In the afternoon drive towards the north end of the valley to view the
Ta Dzong, formerly a watchtower and now the National Museum. The
museum collection includes ancient Bhutanese art and artifacts, weapons,

coins, stamps and a small natural history collection. Then drive down to visit
Rinpung Dzong (Paro Dzong) situated at a commanding height overlooking
Paro valley. Check-in to your hotel for your two night stay, this evening visit
a traditional farmhouse for an opportunity to interact with a local family
and learn something of their lifestyle.
Day 5 Paro. In the morning, take an excursion to Taktsang Monastery, also
known as Tiger’s Nest. It is believed that Guru Rinpoche, founding father of
the Bhutanese form of Mahayana Buddhism, arrived here on the back of a
tigress and meditated at this monastery. The main structure was severely
damaged by fire in 1998, but after many years of painstaking restoration
work, the complex has now been fully restored to its former glory. After
lunch, free time for you to explore.
Day 6 Paro to Kolkata.After an early breakfast, youwill be transferred to Paro
airport for your flight to Kolkata. Upon arrival into Kolkata youwill be transferred
to your hotel for an overnight stay. Afternoonwill be spent at leisure.
Day 7 Kolkata to London. Depart this morning by scheduled flight
(indirect), arriving into London this evening.

Prices per person
December 2013 to March 2014 December 2014 to March 2015
Twin: £1675 Single: £1975 Twin: £1725 Single: £2025
Price includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, five nights hotel accommodation in
Bhutan on full board basis, one night in Kolkata on bed & breakfast, shore excursions,
transfers, Bhutan Visa fee, Tourism Fee.
Not included: Travel insurance, gratuities.

NB. Minimum numbers required for Extension. Please be advised that on day 5 of the itinerary,
trekking/hiking will be involved in the excursion, from the Taktsang base to the monastery, clients
will need to be at a reasonable level of fitness. Please note that it is advised that due to the altitude
of Bhutan some travellers may experience altitude sickness. We recommend that you consult your
GP if you have any concerns regarding this or other health matters.
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RV Charaidew &
RV Sukapha

For our fascinating voyages we have chartered the delightful sister vessels, the
RV Charaidew and RV Sukapha, 38 metre long, twin-engined, steel-hulled
passenger ships. The vessels have twelve generous-sized twin-bedded air
conditioned cabins with en suite shower and WC. All cabin accommodation is on
the upper deck, as is the bar and sitting area. The dining room is on the lower
deck, while a top sundeck offers additional open-air seating and sun loungers.

Furnishings make extensive use of natural materials and local fabrics. Breakfast
and lunch on board both ships is a mixture of Assamese and Continental dishes
while dinner each evening is Assamese which is milder than most Indian
cuisines. A full range of wines, spirits and beer is available at an extra cost on
board. The owner and operator, the Assam Bengal Navigation Co., is an
Indian/British joint venture based in Guwahati and its directors have a wealth
of experience in both operating river vessels and Indian tourism.
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