
Bird Islands
An exploration of the seabird islands of the western British Isles  

aboard the Ocean Nova
7th to 17th May 2016 

£300 PER PERSON 

LAUNCH OFFER - SAVE



Due to the popularity of our ‘Bird Quest’ voyage in 2015 and it being fully booked for 
some time, we are delighted to release details for our 2016 voyage. The seabird islands 

of the western British Isles are the envy of the birding world, yet it is not easy to sample the 
wonderful diversity of their character and come face-to-face with sea-going inhabitants. This 
unusual expedition cruise will appeal to those who wish to explore our coastal waters, observe 
the marvellous seabird and marine life and walk across untouched coastal wilderness areas. 
The focus of our expedition is the prolific birdlife but the region is also rich in cultural heritage 
and we will visit the spiritual island of Iona, Dunvegan Castle, the seat of the MacLeods and 
Rathlin Island in Northern Ireland which has been settled for more than 6000 years.

Cruising aboard the 84-passenger Ocean Nova, we will be able to enjoy expedition cruising 
at its best. Although we will of course set sail with a schedule, it will not be set in stone. The 
captain and expedition team keep a flexible approach allowing you the opportunity to fully 
experience the unexpected, whether it be a sighting of dolphins, a whale or any unusual event. 
Our exploration of inlets, estuaries and protected coastal waters will be made all the more 
enjoyable by the use of our Zodiac landing craft which enable us to land in remote places 
such as St Kilda and Lunga, providing for an unusual perspective and make the otherwise 
inaccessible readily available. This is a wonderful opportunity to see some of our most 
beautiful places and view some of the extensive birdlife. No matter your level of expertise you 
will find a warm welcome and a cornucopia of stunning sights and sounds.

The Itinerary 

Day 1 Portsmouth. Embark the 
Ocean Nova in the late afternoon 
and sail. Transfers will be provided 
from Portsmouth Harbour railway 
station at a fixed time.

Day 2 Guernsey & Alderney. Arrive 
this morning on Guernsey, the 
‘Island of Flowers’. There will be 
the option of a walking tour of St 
Peter Port including a visit to Castle 
Cornet, a 12th century battlement 
which guards the entrance to St 
Peter Port Harbour. Alternatively 
enjoy a panoramic drive during 
which we will see the beautiful 
coastline and beaches and also 
visit La Claire Mare Nature reserve 
one of the premier spots for birds 
on the island. At lunchtime we 
sail to timeless Alderney. Visit the 
islands only town, St Anne, which 
has all the old-world charm of a 
Normandy village with tiny squares 
and pastel shaded cottages and 
shops. Enjoy a free afternoon 
walking along the pretty quiet lanes 
or heading to the cliffs. If weather 
permits we will run a Zodiac cruise 
for a closer view of the gannetries 
at Ortac and Les Etacs, home to 
around 7000 nesting gannets.

Day 3 Isles of Scilly. Today is 
devoted to the lovely islands of 
Scilly. Spend the morning on traffic 
free Tresco walking its idyllic lanes 
from the beach to the famous sub-
tropical Abbey Gardens. Defying 
the Atlantic weather this miracle of 
a garden is the perfect spot for a 
morning’s plant and bird spotting. 
During lunch onboard sail across to 
St Agnes, the most south-westerly 
community in the UK. Surrounded 
by rocks and reefs this delightful 
tiny island offers marvellous coastal 
walks. The small island of Gugh lies 
across a narrow sandbar and here 
we find a single stone monolith 
called the ‘Old Man of Gugh’ which 
dates back to the Bronze Age. 
Alternatively join a boat trip to the 
nearby island of Annet the second 
largest of the uninhabited Islands 
and a bird sanctuary. We are not 
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We have operated many similar voyages and below are extracts from 
past ship’s logs which should provide you with an insight into what 
you can expect from this unique voyage.

11th May 2014 - Lochmaddy & Dunvegan
The Captain took the ship far closer into our landing at Lochmaddy 
than any of us had dared hope he would. Our coaches took us out 
across the peat heathlands of North Uist, stopping for a while at the 
burial chamber of Barpa Langais, a great pile of stones covering a 
Neolithic tomb. It is set in beautiful if stark surroundings, great vistas 
of the landscape all around. On to our main site of the morning, the 
RSPB reserve of Balranald. Picking up maps in the small croft that 
has been converted to an RSPB centre, we set off. Birds spotted 
included oystercatchers, terns fishing in the waters, skylarks hovering 
above the fields chirping merrily, swallows darting and flitting about, 
redshanks stalking in the fields and a fleet of sanderlings hopping 
from seaweed patch to seaweed patch. All in all an excellent 
morning. By early afternoon we were sailing along Loch Dunvegan 
towards the castle that shares its name. The Captain once again 
proved his worth by bringing us to within a couple hundred metres of 
the landing stage, making for a short final Zodiac disembarkation. The 
weather was kind to us for our last excursion, the sun beating down 
only occasionally obscured by passing clouds. 

29th June 2014 – St Kilda
The early risers were rewarded with fine views of our approach to 
the archipelago of St Kilda, its tops draped mysteriously in mist. It 
had been a calm crossing and some dolphins and Minke whales 
had been spotted on route. We breakfasted quickly so as to hear an 
introduction to the Islands by the National Trust for Scotland (NTS) 
ranger. Although several options had been offered many people 
opted first to join John on a guided historical walk along the village 
street from the Manse (now the staff quarters which also housed 
the shop). Many then progressed up The Gap to find Karin and her 
party of longer walkers, while Wendy had led an energetic walk up 
the road to the summit ridge and the radar installation. After lunch 
the Expedition Team then filled their Zodiacs with enthusiastic 
and intrepid passengers, keen to explore the rocky shores and 
dramatic caves of Dun, seeing seals and seabirds notably, of 
course, puffins. This highlight was quickly overshadowed by the 
final offering – the Captain taking his ship for a circumnavigation 
of St Kilda, around Dun, under the Lover’s Stone and the Carn 
Mor boulder field on Hirta to Soay, and then past Glen Bay to 
view, Conachair, at 1400 feet the highest sheer cliff in Britain. 
Approaching Stac Li the Captain opted to take a wide sweep and 
circumnavigate this hugely impressive tooth of rock, smothered in 
9000 pairs of nesting gannets. 

Ship’s Log



allowed to land but will cruise 
the coastline alive with puffins, 
European storm petrels and shag.

Day 4 Lundy, Skomer & 
Grassholm. We have scheduled a 
morning on Lundy, a remote island 
in the Bristol Channel. Walk along 
its traffic-free lanes and paths, 
explore the wide bays and coves 
by way of hanging valleys, observe 
the puffins nesting in abandon 
rabbit warrens, have a drink at 
the inn and buy the islands ‘puffin 
stamps’ at the island’s shop. In 
the afternoon sail on to Skomer 
Island, one of the most important 
wildlife sites in Northern Europe. 
It is a marvellously peaceful and 
scenic island with fantastic birdlife 
including 6000 pairs of puffins, 
countless numbers of guillemots, 
fulmar, kittiwakes and the elusive 
Manx shearwater and storm petrel. 
Enjoy a Zodiac excursion and 
return to the vessel for afternoon 
tea as we sail around Grassholm 
to view one of the world’s largest 
gannetries with over 34,000 
breeding pairs.

Day 5 Holy Island. This morning 
we arrive at Holyhead, adjacent 
to Anglesey with its spectacular 
sea-cliffs. Here we will visit the 
RSPB’s reserve at South Stack, a 
beautiful but fragile maritime sward 
and heathland which is home to a 
large population of guillemots and 
razorbills, if we are lucky we might 
also see some choughs.

Day 6 Portrush & Rathlin. This 
morning we will visit the Giant’s 
Causeway which become widely 

known from the 1700s as the 
‘Eighth Wonder of the World’ and 
large numbers of visitors came to 
view this amazing array of basalt 
columns – it is estimated that 
there are around 40,000 in total. 
We return to the ship via Dunluce 
Castle where we have time to 
explore the extensive ruins of 
this Medieval Castle dating from 
the 16th century and situated on 
a basalt outcrop. Cruise over to 
nearby Rathlin Island during lunch. 
Located just a few miles from the 
North Antrim coast Rathlin has 
been settled for more than 6000 
years. Today, there are only 80 or so 
souls, whereas before the Famine 
there were 1200 inhabitants. 
History is everywhere with historic 
building and ruins. Enjoy a guided 
walk which will also take in the 
prolific sea bird life with astonishing 
numbers of auks, kittiwakes and 
grey seals. In the evening sail past 
the magnificent cliffs to the north 
of the island which is home to the 
largest sea bird colony in Ireland.

Day 7 Iona & Lunga. This morning 
we land on Iona. For more than 
1000 years the island of Iona has 
been a place of deep spiritual 
significance. No less than 62 
Kings of Scotland are buried here, 
including Duncan, Macbeth’s 
victim. St Columba came here 
from Ireland in 563 AD and early 
Christianity spread through 
northern Britain from this remote 
island community. After exploring 
the Abbey, time permitting you 
may care to take a short walk on 
the wild side to the ‘Bay at the Back 
of the Ocean’. Over lunch we sail 

to Lunga, the largest of the Treshnish 
Isles. Of volcanic origin, Lunga has 
been described as a ‘green jewel 
in a peacock sea’. Populated until 
the 19th century, the island still 
bears the remains of black houses. 
There is prolific birdlife on the island 
including storm-petrels, kittiwakes 
and Manx Shearwaters. 

Day 8 St Kilda. Our visit to the 
remote St Kilda archipelago will be 
the highlight of the trip for many, 
home of our greatest concentrations 
of gannets and fulmars. The local 
Ranger will come aboard for a brief 
talk on the island before we have 
the chance to wander through the 
village. The largest island, Hirta, 
once supported a population of 
over 200, but the last islanders left in 
the 1930s. The Medieval village has 
been restored by the National Trust 
for Scotland and offers a marvellous 
link with the past. The more active 
may wish to climb the seabird cliffs 
of Conachair. On leaving we sail past 

Puffin St Kilda 

Iona

Price Includes: Ten nights aboard Ocean Nova on a full board basis, transfers, port 
taxes, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia Expedition Team, gratuities onboard 
and on excursions. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change based on local weather conditions. 
All special offers are subject to availability.

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price Special Offer Price 

LAUNCH OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

1 Bunk bedded cabin for twin use

2 Standard Twin   

3 Superior

1 Bunk bedded cabin for sole use

2 Standard Twin sole use

£3495
£3895
£4195
£4495
£4895

£3195
£3595
£3895
£4195
£4595

the spectacular Stac-an- Armin and 
Stac Lee part of the world’s largest 
colony of Northern Gannet with an 
estimated 60,000 breeding pairs.

Day 9 Handa & Summer Isles. 
This morning we arrive at Handa 
where we will use our Zodiacs to 
explore the magnificent sea cliffs 
of Torridonian sandstone which rise 
from the Atlantic. The island comes 
alive each summer when nearly 
100,000 seabirds gather to breed, 
including internationally important 
numbers of guillemot, razorbill, 
puffins and great skua. Over lunch 
we sail down the coast to Loch 
Broom and the Summer Isles 
where we hope to land on the only 
inhabited island of Tanera Mor. On 
a guided walk enjoy the stunning 
views, look out for otters and seals 
and the prolific bird life. Stop at the 
unique post office, whose own rare 
stamps are much sought after by 
collectors.

Day 10 Lochmaddy & Dunvegan. 
This morning sail into Lochmaddy 
for a visit to the famous bird 
reserve of Balranald. Listen for the 
call of the rare corncrake over the 
machair and enjoy a walk amongst 
the dramatic scenery of sandy 
beaches, dunes and marshy loch 
where we hope to see turnstones, 
purple sandpipers and sanderlings. 
We also hope to have time to visit 
Barpa Langais burial chamber, 
dating from neolithic times and 
the standing stones and stone 
circles at Fir Bhreige and Pobull 
Fhinn. During lunch sail across to 
Skye and enter Loch Dunvegan for 
a visit to the famous seat of the 
MacLeods, a Hebridean Fortress 
set on a rocky platform with 
commanding views of the loch. See 
the castle and lovely gardens and 
time permitting, the seal colony on 
the adjoining rocks. If we are lucky 
we may also sight sea eagles and 
heron.

Day 11 Oban. Disembark this 
morning. Transfers will be provided 
to Glasgow Central Station and 
international airport to arrive in the 
late morning.
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Your Cabin 
The Ocean Nova accommodates 
just 84 passengers. Cabins are 
spread over two decks and include 
cabins for the single traveller, 
double and triple cabins, all with 
sea-view and private facilities. The 
double cabins have either two 
lower beds or upper and lower 
beds. The triple cabins have upper 
and lower beds. In your cabin you 
will also find a desk with chair and 
ample storage space for clothes 
and equipment. They are well 
designed with typical Scandinavian 
light woods.

Your Space
The Panorama lounge located 
on the Top deck affords excellent 
views and is the main meeting 
place where you can enjoy a 
drink with a breath taking view 
of the surrounding landscape. It 
is here that our Expedition Team 
will entertain and educate you 
with lectures on biology, history, 
geology or ornithology with daily 
briefings. There is also a library 
with panoramic views and a good 
selection of books on the area 
you are visiting. On board there 
is a satellite phone, small gym 
and medical doctor. Passengers 
are welcome on the Bridge and 
there is always something to see 

or search for from the spacious 
observation decks.

Your Dining
The comfortable dining room seats 
all passengers in a single sitting 
and offers delicious hearty meals 
with a mixture of table service 
and buffet. It is comfortable and 
spacious enough to accommodate 
all passengers and expedition 
staff in one seating, and the 
portholes allow you to take in 
your surroundings as you dine. 
The informal dining arrangement 
adds to the friendly atmosphere 
onboard and meals are a great 
chance to discuss all you have seen 
with your fellow travellers, and for 
the expedition team to share their 
knowledge.

Life Onboard & Exploring Ashore
The atmosphere onboard is informal 
and time onboard is often spent out 
on deck keeping watch for wildlife 
or admiring the spectacular view. 
The schedule can change due to 
weather conditions or unexpected 
wildlife sightings which adds to the 
adventure. Daily briefings from our 
expedition team will prepare you 
for each day’s activities and experts 
in subjects such as ornithology or 
marine biology will give talks and 
accompany us ashore.

Ocean Nova
Cat 3 cabin

Lounge

We have chartered the expedition ship, the Ocean Nova for our unique island hopping expedition.  
The vessel was built in Denmark in 1992 with high ice class to serve Greenland’s west coast. In 2006  
she was completely refurbished and has now a career as a small and comfortable expedition ship.

Please note that this is an expedition cruise and Zodiacs 
will be used regularly to make landings ashore. Due to the 
rugged nature of the islands and the lack of transportation, 
on many of the islands our exploration will be on foot and 
to make the most of this fascinating trip participants should 
be prepared for walks, often over uneven surfaces.

2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk | www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. Cover image: Gannet in flight (©Etienne Littlefair).
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