
An escorted tour of Namibia  
including five nights aboard the Desert Express
11th to 24th November 2015

Noble CaledoNia

NAMIBIA
 BY PRIVATE TRAIN

LAUNCH OFFER - SAVE £500PER PERSON



Join us for an exclusive journey 
aboard the Desert Express 

Private Train as we explore 
the amazing landscapes and 
rugged grandeur of Namibia. 
Travelling from Windhoek, our 
train continues through the desert 
and mountainous landscapes of 
Namibia stopping along the way 
to appreciate the remarkable 
scenery, visit villages and view 
some stunning and diverse 
wildlife. The beauty and the 
colours of Africa truly need to 
be seen to be believed and are 
brought right to the compartment doors of our rolling hotel, while 
enjoying four-star comfort and first-class service. Spend nights in the 
Namib Desert and at Etosha National Park in stylish lodges as well as 
enjoying adventurous game drives.

Highlights of our journey are numerous and include Fish River Canyon, 
Africa’s largest canyon, the rugged Atlantic coast, Swakopmund which 
is located on the Skeleton Coast and an excellent example of German 
colonial architecture, and the wildlife rich Etosha National Park, one of 
Southern Africa’s finest and most important Game reserves. However, 
for many the ultimate highlight will be the sand dunes at Sossusvlei 
for which Namibia is so renowned. Sossusvlei lies in the heart of the 
Namib Desert and is home to the world’s tallest sand dunes, some of 
which tower over 300 metres high. Watching the changing mood and 
colours at sunrise is a once in a lifetime experience.

Sunset over the Namib Desert

OUR VIEW
The breath-taking landscapes of 
Namibia will remain etched in your 
memory forever. There is no place 
quite like it. A sparsely populated and 
arid country of surprising contrasts is 
home to two great deserts. Along its 
Atlantic coast, the Namib Desert, one 
of the oldest and driest deserts in the 
world, sprawls inland and to the east 
we meet the Kalahari Desert. The 
soaring sand dunes of Sossusvlei are a 
sight to behold and of course we will 
stop at Dune 45, otherwise known as 
‘Big Daddy’. Namibia is also a paradise 
for wilderness lovers, with teeming 
game reserves, the highlight being 
Etosha National Park. The Fish River 
Canyon is immense and second in size 
only to the Grand Canyon. Close by 
the Quiver Tree Forest is often 
overlooked but is a popular subject for 
photographers with its curious and 
picturesque trees. Our home, 
alongside some carefully selected 
lodges and hotels, will be the tastefully 
decorated and comfortable Desert 
Express Private Train. Cabins are 
compact but make full use of the space 
provided. Delicious Namibian meals 
are served in the spacious restaurant 
and you can relax after a day’s touring 
with a sundowner in the elegant 
lounge watching the world go by.
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Imposing Dune 45 at SossusvleiGiraffe, Etosha National Park

Gemsbok

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Windhoek. Fly by scheduled indirect flight.

Day 2 Windhoek. On arrival transfer to the Okapuka Lodge for an overnight 
stay. Influenced by its German colonial past, Windhoek is the capital of 
Namibia and is surrounded by the Khomas- Hochland Mountains.

Day 3 Windhoek. Today we board the Desert Express, leaving the historic train 
station of Windhoek as we roll slowly through the Auas Hills southwards. Settle 
into your compartment and enjoy the landscapes with a glass of wine or an 
ice cold Windhoek Lager. There will be a short lecture about our journey and 
Namibia before a welcome dinner in the onboard restaurant, ‘Welwitschia’.

Day 4 Fish River Canyon. Drive through pristine semi-desert landscapes to 
the gorge of the Fish River Canyon, the second largest canyon on earth. Take 
a walk along the canyon edge and enjoy breath-taking views into the 500 
metre deep and 160 kilometre long canyon. Return to your private train for 
lunch while the train heads northwards through the Kalahari. In the small 
village of Keetmanshoop there will be time for a short excursion to the 
Quiver Tree Forest. These strange looking tree aloes are very photogenic. 
Here we will have a Biltong tasting, where you can try many different styles of 
the popular dry meat, used by the Voortrekkers on their long journeys.

Day 5 Mariental to the Namib Desert. This morning we arrive in Mariental 
and leave the train with hand luggage for two nights. Take a four hour bus 
ride through a barren and mountainous landscape, stopping for a traditional 
Namibian brunch in Maltahöhe before arriving at the stylish Namib Desert 
Lodge in the Namib Naukluft Park. Spend two days enjoying the solitude 
and awe inspiring landscapes of the oldest desert on earth, the Namib 
Desert. The Southern Cross and other constellations of the fascinating Milky 
Way will remain clear in your memory forever.

Day 6 Sossusvlei. Visit the brick-red, glowing, gigantic dunes of the 
Sossusvlei area. After a photo stop at Dune 45, continue the drive through 
the endless sea of apricot coloured sand. Dune 45 is over 150 metres high, 
the name derives from the fact that it is placed 45 kilometres away from the 
entry to the National Park. In open vehicles we drive the last five kilometres 
into the Sossusvlei, a clay depression surrounded by dunes which only fills 
with water from the Tsauchab River in good rain years. See the Dead Vlei, with 
its dead camel-thorn trees with a backdrop of huge red dunes, some of them 
more than 300 metres high. Continue to the Sesriem Canyon, where layers 
of conglomerate stone are exposed. Enjoy a late lunch back at the lodge 
and afterwards you may choose to take an optional excursion to admire the 
dunes from above in a small Cessna plane, flying over the Sossusvlei and 
the Namib-Naukluft Park to the Atlantic Coast (the duration of the flight is 
approximately 70 minutes and booking and payment is on location). Enjoy a 
sunset drive with light refreshments and drinks.

Day 7 Walvis Bay and Swakopmund. During our five hour drive to the 
Atlantic Ocean, you will have the chance for photo stops at the bizarre rock 
formations of the Gaub-Pass and the Kuiseb Canyon. Namib is the Nama 
bush people’s word for extensive, rough plain – a description that could 
not be more apt. Passing the Vogelfederberg, known as the Ayers Rock 
of the Namib Desert, we continue on to the harbour village of Walvis Bay. 
This was an African enclave until 1994. With any luck we will see flocks of 
flamingos and pelicans at the lagoon’s edge. Drive along the coast road to 
Swakopmund, which has a very German character due to its colonial past. In 
the afternoon there will be time for a stroll along the waterside promenade, 
before being welcomed back onboard the Desert Express.

Day 8 Spitzkoppe. Early in the morning, your private train leaves 
Swakopmund and travels eastwards back to the inland plateau. Enjoy 
breakfast with panoramic views of the desolate gravel plains outside. The 
route between Swakopmund and Windhoek was established in 1902 and is 
the oldest train track in the country. At Usakos, we stop for an excursion to 
the 1700m high Spitzkoppe, a characteristic granite mountain, visible from 
miles around. Mighty granite blocks appear to balance over deep rifts and 
individually standing acacias shape the landscape. In ‘Bushman’s Paradise’ 
you can see ancient rock paintings of the Bush-People. Here we also visit a 
school and get an insight into the daily life of the Damara pupils. Return to 
your private train. We stop at Omaruru and visit one of Namibia’s very few 
vineyards, the Kristall Kellerei Winery. As well as wine tasting we will enjoy 
homemade cheese and olives grown on site. We re-board our train and 
journey onwards towards Otjiwarongo. At sunset we break our journey and 
experience a typical Namibian Barbeque.

Fish River Canyon
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Day 9 Etosha National Park. After breakfast we transfer by road to 
Etosha National Park. We can expect a full day-safari crossing the park 
from west to east. Look out for elephants, lions, gnus and other game 
close up. In the heart of the largest game reserve in Namibia lies the 
gigantic Etosha Salt Pan, “The Place of Dry Water”. The big, wide pan 
with its mirages and passing animal herds will make your game drive a 
memorable experience. Lunch will be served at Halali Rest Camp. Later 
in the afternoon transfer by bus to the Mokuti Lodge for a two night stay.

Day 10 Etosha National Park. This morning is reserved for an extensive 
game drive in the park. The animal herds of the Etosha Park rely on the 
water holes, so the park offers ideal conditions for watching and taking 
pictures of the animals. In the afternoon, relax in your lodge or join 
another optional game drive.

Day 11 Tsumeb. After breakfast we drive to Tsumeb and visit the 
Museum which focuses on the mining history of the town. We then re-join 
our train in Otjiwarongo for lunch while we set off towards Windhoek. A 
lecture about the history of Namibia will round off our day.

Day 12 Windhoek. Early in the morning our journey may become a 
train safari as the route leads through private game farms with chances 
to see giraffe, springbok and ostrich. Around noon, arrive at Windhoek 
station and transfer to the centrally located Kalahari Sands Hotel on 
Independence Avenue, the main street of Windhoek. During a city tour 
see buildings from colonial times and gain an insight into the contrasting 
lifestyles between the exclusive residential area Ludwigsdorf and the 

township of Katutura. We will visit a skills development project for women 
as well as a typical market. This evening, enjoy a farewell dinner in a 
typical restaurant.

Day 13 Windhoek to London. After breakfast transfer to the airport for 
the scheduled indirect flight to London.

Day 14 London. Arrive this morning.

Zebras at a waterhole, Etosha National Park

Gemsbok

Quiver Tree Forest

Leopard

Old colonial house, Swakopmund

Flamingos, Walvis Bay

Prices per person
based on double occupancy

Twin £6495 £5995
Twin for sole use £8995 £8495

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight accommodation 
at Okapuka Lodge near Windhoek, two nights accommodation at Namib 
Desert Lodge, two nights accommodation at Mokuti Safari Lodge near Etosha 
National Park, five nights accommodation aboard the Desert Express, overnight 
accommodation at Kalahari Sands Hotel in Windhoek, all meals, services of a 
tour manager, onboard doctor, local tour guides, transfers, airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions, gratuities, visas.
NB. Itinerary subject to change.

BOOK EARLY AND SAVE £500 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Launch offer price Brochure price



YOUR ACCOMMODATION

Okapuka Lodge
Okapuka lodge is situated 30 kilometres north of Windhoek, and is a 
great place to relax with the opportunity to view the many species of 
mammal and birds in their natural environment. Accommodation is in 30 
thatched rooms, built to blend in with the surrounding bush. They are 
all equipped with an en-suite bathroom and toilet, telephone, tea and 
coffee station, mini-bar and fridge and an open terrace. Von Aschenborn 
paintings adorn the walls and the floors are decorated with carpets from 
the wool of the Karakul sheep. The restaurant, (separated from the bar by 
a water and rock cascade) offers a variety of unusual starters, local game 
dishes, and sumptuous desserts, all prepared with recipes handed down 
from generation to generation. The cosy, candle-lit atmosphere, centred 
around an open fire place, has wonderful views over the park and as you 
dine you can watch grazing herds of antelope quietly move onto the 
floodlit lawns. The ‘Hyena bar’ is a favourite spot at Okapuka, for a wide 
range of liqueurs, sherries, brandies and a fine selection of South African 
wines. There are some fantastic views of the mountains and is the perfect 
setting for pre or after dinner drink. The bar is carved from wood of the 
Camelthorn tree, covered by a huge thatched, dome roof. There is also a 
swimming pool.

Namib Desert Lodge
Namib Desert Lodge sits at the 
foot of a red sandstone cliff, which 
consists of the fossilised dunes of 
an ancient Namib. Located in the 
Gondwana Namib Park it shares 
a border with the Namib Naukluft 
Park and is set amongst tall trees 
and palms. Accommodation is 
in 65 double rooms. They are all 
equipped with twin beds, en-suite bathrooms and air-conditioning. Some 
of the rooms overlook the dunes and others the cliffs to the rear. The main 
building has a reception, bar and a large verandah with outside seating for 
guests to admire the surrounding scenery. There are also two swimming 
pools. Breakfast and dinner are served buffet style and a small selection 
of light lunches can be ordered on request. Their cosy bar is well-stocked 
with South African wines.

Mokuti Lodge, Etosha
Mokuti Lodge, is situated on the border of the Etosha National Park in 
Namibia. The lodge combines unique African charm with the tradition of 
excellent service and supreme quality. “Mokuti“ means “in the forest“ in 
Owambo, a traditional language spoken in Namibia. The lodge is hidden 
in between 4300 hectares of farmland being home to giraffes, oryx, kudu 
and many other species of wildlife. There are a total of 106 rooms with 
en-suite bathrooms with bath or shower, air-conditioning with climate 
control, ceiling fan, mosquito net/door, tea/coffee station, satellite TV, 
mini-bar and in-room safe, desk and chair. Mokuti Lodge offers a unique 
range of culinary delights with international and local specialties. The 
Tambuti Restaurant serves a combination of live cooking and premium 
international buffets as well as an à la carte menu. Traditional African grill 
cuisine can be enjoyed in the Boma restaurant. Besides game drives into 
Etosha National Park the Mokuti Lodge offers various facilities to enjoy 
some active or relaxing moments, such as two tennis courts, some walking 
trails and swimming pools. Experience a moment of relaxation in the new 
spa and gym or enjoy a refreshing cocktail in one of the two bars.

Kalahari Sands Hotel, Windhoek
The Kalahari Sands Hotel is located in Windhoek, Namibia’s bustling capital. 
In 2011 the hotel underwent a multi-million dollar refurbishment resulting in a 
new-look, modern, chic atmosphere associated with global excellence, whilst 
maintaining the distinct African charm it’s become known for. The Kalahari 
Sands Hotel offers 173 air-conditioned rooms, boasting some of the best 
accommodation in Windhoek. The rooms are decorated in earthy tones so 
as to blend into their natural surroundings. Each room consists of a king or 
twin beds as well as an en-suite bathroom with a bath and shower. All rooms 
come with satellite TV and air-conditioning as well as a host of convenient 
amenities, such as: telephone, hairdryer, mini-bar and a butler tray for tea and 
coffee. Wireless Internet connectivity is available as well as an international 
adaptor and 24-hour room service. The Dunes Restaurant is buffet-style and 
caters for everyone, offering breakfast, lunch and dinner. Food options are 
sublime, with only the freshest ingredients being used. A stunning shaded 
terrace overlooks Independence Avenue and is the ideal spot to enjoy an 
icy cocktail or refreshing cool drink. The Oasis Bar and Lounge is a choice 
meeting spot for Kalahari Sands Hotel residents. Located across from the 
hotel reception area, the warm and welcoming Oasis Bar is a perfect spot to 
indulge in a nightcap before retreating to the comfort of your hotel room. 
The Kalahari Sands Wellness Centre is located on the panoramic roof-level of 
the hotel and offers a swimming pool and therapeutic products and services. 
It has an eagle’s view of the surrounding city, the tranquil vistas of the 
surrounding Auas Mountains and Khomas Hochland escarpment.

Lounge

Pool

NB. If for any reason, accommodation varies to that stated above, it will be to accommodation of a similar style and standard.
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View of the Namib Desert from the lodge
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THE DESERT EXPRESS
The interior of the Namibian-German designed Desert 

Express is reminiscent of stylish journeys of the past. 
It reflects the colours and flavours of the country: beautiful 
glass engravings of the Namibian fauna and flora, handmade 
amber-coloured leather armchairs in the lounge car, golden 
woods with lovingly carved animal motifs. In the Welwitschia 
Restaurant and the Stardune Bistro exquisite three-course 
menus and buffet meals are served. Enjoy Namibian and 
European gourmet cuisine with game such as Oryx or Kudu 
and fresh ocean specialties together with fine South-African 
wines. In the Spitzkoppe saloon car you can relax with a 
freshly tapped Windhoek Lager or a tasty cocktail.  

There is no dress code on your private train or in the 
restaurants of your lodges. Accommodating a maximum of 
40 guests, the Desert Express has four cars which each have 
six sleeping compartments measuring 5 square metres. Each 
compartment has two lower beds (6’2” x 2’3”), which in the 
daytime can be transformed into three cosy chairs. The large 
panoramic windows offer amazing views and are ideal for 
photography. Every compartment has a shower, toilet and 
a pivoting wash basin with hot and cold water. The modern 
fixtures of the compartments include individually adjustable 
air-conditioning, safe and hair-dryer. There is also a doctor 
onboard.

Lounge Restaurant

Cabin (made up for nightime) Fine South-African wines Cabin (daytime)




