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We have many years of experience in designing trips to the hidden corners of our remotest 
places and yet, every year we discover something new. Although we set sail with a set itinerary 
it is the unscheduled events that often become the highlight of the journey and our ideally 

suited vessels will allow access to places larger vessels are unable to venture and with our fleet of Zodiac 
landing craft, we can explore inlets, fjords, bird sanctuaries and land in otherwise inaccessible places. 
Flexibility is the key to an expedition cruise; often the whole day’s schedule will be changed to maximise 
your experience, something that would not be possible on a large cruise ship.

Enjoy these very special places with us. The sheer diversity of the landscape and lifestyles will amaze you, 
as will the spirit and warmth of the small communities we will encounter. In an age of rapid centralisation 
and common identity, it is fortifying to know that life with its unique traditions and values still can be 
found on the edges of our islands. Whether you be an avid gardener, birdwatcher, amateur historian or 
simply enjoy sailing past and visiting some of the most enchanting places in the world then one of the 
expedition cruises featured on the following pages could be for you.
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Discover the 
beauty of Britain 
and her Islands….
Make 2015 the year you become better acquainted with the treasures of your homeland. Most 
of us promise ourselves that one day we will see more of our lovely islands and highlands but 
the thought of tedious journeys along busy roads often leads us instead, to jump on an aircraft 
to some distant spot when some of the most picturesque and beautiful places in the world are 
on our doorstep. That does not mean that access is always easy. In fact much of which we 
explore can only be approached from the sea. From the early beginnings of the company when 
we operated one or two British Isles cruises, we now offer in excess of ten trips. Every year 
the popularity of small ship cruising in our own waters grows and this is immensely rewarding 
as the vast majority of our passengers are from Britain. 

Tresco Abbey Gardens
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Explorations ashore by Zodiac
For our explorations of the British Isles, we make use of the onboard 
Zodiacs; versatile, inflatable boats, which provide a unique platform for 
observing wildlife or enjoying majestic landscapes from sea level and 
provide a fast and safe way of going ashore in remote places. The fleets 
of onboard Zodiac landing craft are invaluable for our expeditions. These 
inflatable craft offer marvellous manoeuverability allowing us access to 
otherwise impossible landing places such as Lunga and St Kilda. With our 
Zodiacs we can explore inlets, fjords, bird sanctuaries, land in otherwise 
inaccessible places and be footloose in a way that would be totally 
impractical for larger groups of passengers. Zodiacs are safe, reliable and 
convenient and in many of the places we visit during our voyages around 
the British Isles they are the only way to go ashore. 

Expedition Team
Our cruises are led by a highly experienced expedition team, including 
guest speakers. For each voyage, we carefully select the best experts in 
their field, who will lead you every step of the way with their knowledge 
and enthusiasm. These may include ornithologists, naturalists, marine 
biologists as well as Zodiac drivers and expedition leaders. Through 
onboard briefings, informal presentations, whilst accompanying you 
ashore and on Zodiac excursions, they will share their in depth knowledge 
of the wildlife, landscape and natural and cultural history of the region. 
They will supervise the daily programme and hold talks and briefings 
throughout the cruise. The expedition teams have one aim, to make your 
trip as enjoyable, relaxing and informative as possible. 

Life Onboard
The experience and atmosphere onboard one of our vessels is very 
different to that onboard the usual big cruise ships and is more akin to 
a private yacht or country house hotel with informative guest speakers 
and expedition teams. Onboard you will not find endless entertainment, 
round the clock buffets and the people management which is so much 
a part of today’s big ship style. Instead you will find a little music in the 
lounge or bar after dinner, guest speakers and informative port briefings 
from our cruise director or expedition leader. You may be exploring 
exhilarating and exciting locations on land but back onboard you can 
expect the highest standards of comfort and service.

Within days you will have made new friends in the open-seating 
restaurant, on the small-group shore excursions or whilst relaxing in the 
comfortable public areas onboard. You will be travelling amongst like-
minded people but, for those who seek silence, there will always be the 
opportunity to relax in a secluded spot on the sun deck or in your well 
appointed cabin.

Cruises with this logo visit out of the way destinations.  
You will be accompanied by an expedition team and many 
landings ashore will be made by Zodiac landing craft. 
Cruises such as these will appeal to the more adventurous 
and those who enjoy the natural world.

Exploring Ashore  
& Life Onboard

Heading to land by Zodiac
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Ocean Nova: St Kilda, 29 April
Our day started with a 07:20 wake up call. Louis was so pleased 
with the beautiful morning that he couldn’t wait until 07:30 to wake 
everyone! St. Kilda was the most anticipated landing of the entire 
voyage. For some people on board, this was a childhood dream 
realized. What could be better than St. Kilda combined with perfect 
weather? We went ashore for a morning of birding, hiking and 
sightseeing. The place is a photographers dream; historical stone 
buildings, birds, elevated views of the ship and bay, rock mounds 
in the hundreds and general landscape. After our perfect morning 
we had a perfect lunch. A barbeque on the top decks - Chicken, 
steak, pork, sausages, salads, various veggies and hot mulled wine. 
Our hotel staff had been working hard in our absence and it was 
greatly appreciated by everyone. We sat in the sun on our ship, the 
MV Ocean Nova and enjoyed an amazing meal at one of the most 
remarkable locations on earth. After lunch we went for a Zodiac 
cruise along the coast of the Isle of Dun. Cruising along the sea bird 
colonies was magical. Rocky caverns and archways punctuated the 
shoreline. The air was busy with birds. Hundreds of Puffins rested 
at sea while hundreds more filled the sky, along with Fulmars, 
Guillemots, Razor-bills, Kittiwakes, Skuas and Gannets. The air and 
sea were alive with birds.

MS Sky: Inverewe, Tanera Mor (Summer Isles), 4 June
Overnight we had sailed back from St Kilda and round the northern 
end of the island of Lewis. Early morning saw us steaming across 
a calm sea and into position off the island of Tanera Mor, the only 
inhabited island of the Summer Isles. After breakfast we disembarked 
and took the short Zodiac ride across to the jetty. A short walk 
took us to the local tea room which doubles as a post office for the 
locally-produced stamps, which proved a big hit. The more energetic 
climbed up the roadway and across the heather covered peat to 
the top of the island, for breathtaking views across the summer 
Isles, the adjacent mainland, and, clearly visible in the distance, the 
Outer Hebrides. We headed north, and had a wonderful barbecue 
lunch on the Lido deck as we sailed into Loch Ewe and anchored in 
the channel near the jetty at Inverewe Gardens. This was another 
sheltered spot and we arrived at the garden’s jetty via zodiac, then 
met informative local guides for a walk through the gardens. What 
a magnificent place! We wandered through the narrow wooded 
pathways, enjoying the plants and trees, including the last of the 
rhododendrons, culminating in a novel walled garden. There was so 
much to see and some of us came away with some new ideas to try 
in our own gardens. We stopped at several lovely lookouts to take in 
the views of the surrounding hillsides and mountains.

MS Island Sky: Tresco, Scilly Isles – 2nd July 
Breakfast over we headed for the Zodiacs, and our first destination 
– the world famous Abbey Gardens at Tresco. The boats skimmed 
over the glassy sea and shortly we were disembarking onto a nice 
gentle slipway and walking the 15 minutes to the gardens, which are 
(it has to be said) stunning even for those of us not so interested in 
flora. Sheltered by high trees, the gardens become sun traps with 
natural walls made of foliage. Gravel paths wound through the beds, 
past ponds, streams and fountains, over which damsel-flies flitted. 
Pheasants hid in the undergrowth, while gold-finches chased each 
other around the shrubberies.

Extracts from  
past ship logs
We have over twenty years of experience 
operating small ship cruises around the British 
Isles and below are some extracts from recent 
ship logs to provide you with an understanding  
of what you can expect from such a voyage:
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MS Island Sky
Our much loved MS Island Sky is one of our two flaghips and one of the finest small ships in 
the world. With a maximum passenger capacity of only 114, a vessel of her size is capable of 
carrying many more but instead the MS Island Sky has the benefit of unusually large suites, 
luxuriously appointed public areas and spacious outside decks. The vessel was built in 1992 and 
underwent significant refurbishments in both 2010 and 2013. 

Your Cabin/Suite 
Onboard there are 57 
exceptionally spacious and 
well designed suites. All 
feature a sitting room area 
and some have private 
balconies. The feeling 
of luxury is enhanced by 
the wood panelling and 
brass, which predominates 
throughout the vessel 
conveying the atmosphere 

of a private yacht. The passenger accommodation is arranged over five 
decks and all suites have outside views with suites on the Erikson and 
Explorer decks featuring private balconies. Each affords considerable 
comfort with en-suite bathroom featuring marble-topped vanity unit 
with sink and walk-in shower, large wardrobes, dressing table with large 
mirror and stool and excellent storage. There is a mini-fridge, flat screen 
television with inbuilt DVD/CD player and a telephone in each suite. 
Bottled water, towelling dressing gowns and slippers are also provided 
for your comfort. 

Other facilities include a programmable electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted 
Molton Brown toiletries and individually controlled air-conditioning and 
heating. The suites on each deck have their own colour theme. Soft hues 
and blended tones enhance the traditional maritime style making the 
passenger accommodation an inviting and relaxing place to be.

Your Space 
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a large 
lounge on the Columbus Deck featuring a selection of seating options 
from individual armchairs and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily 
briefings given by the Cruise Director and talks from Guest Speakers and 
Expedition staff take place in the lounge which is fitted with the highest 
standard of presentation equipment including multiple screens. 
In addition to the main Lounge on the Columbus Deck, there is also The 
Club, located on the Marco Polo Deck which features the main bar where 
the onboard pianist plays periodically throughout the day. The Club also 
features a 24-hour tea and coffee station. Towards the aft of the ship on 
the Marco Polo Deck is the Library. Well stocked with reference books 
pertaining to the destinations the vessel is visiting and a selection of 
essential reads, you will not find yourself short of excellent literature 
onboard. A selection of games and two computers complete with 
internet access can also be found in the Library. 

The main dining room which can seat all guests at one sitting is located 
on the Magellan Deck and outside there is a rear Lido deck located on 
the Erikson Deck, complete with deck tables and chairs where meals are 
served in warm weather under shade. Further to this on the top Explorer 
Deck there is an observation area complete with sun loungers ideal for 
sun bathing, relaxing with a book or catching up with fellow travellers. 
There is also a small hairdressers onboard with appointments made on 
request.
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Your Dining
With only one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the 
cuisine onboard the MS Island Sky is of a consistent superior quality 
that befits such vessels. Where possible and when it meets their high 
standards, our accomplished chefs will obtain local produce in markets 
or buy the catch of the day from a passing fishing boat. Such purchases 
enhance the well stocked larders and enable the chefs onboard to 
exhibit their exotic culinary skills and bring a local touch to the varied 
menus, emphasising the international expertise of the chefs onboard. 
Afternoon tea and pre-dinner canapes take place every day in either 
the comfort of the Lounge or out on the Lido deck when the weather 
is favourable. In keeping with the informal atmosphere onboard, when 
dining you are able to choose your seating arrangements at your 
leisure. Whether that be joining a table of four to six other like minded 
passengers outside on the Lido deck in the evening’s sunshine or 
whether you prefer to enjoy meals in the à la carte restaurant. 
In the main elegant dining room, breakfast is served buffet-style, with 
certain items cooked to order on request. Lunch and dinner are an à la 
carte five course affair, with the menu reflecting the daily catch or local 
delicacies. To enhance your dining experience even further a selection of 
wines are included with both meals.

Life Onboard 
When choosing your next voyage 
the choice of vessels is astounding. 
You can select a ship carrying in 
excess of 3000 passengers with 
impersonal service or join us aboard 
the MS Island Sky where peace, 
high quality service and attention to 
detail are the order of the day. We 
promise there will be no organised 
entertainment, fancy dress, deck 
games or any of the usual big ship 
experiences. Instead, onboard the MS 
Island Sky, the atmosphere is warm 

and convivial and more akin to a private yacht or country hotel in which 
you can learn more about the wonders of nature, culture and ancient 
civilisations in the company of like-minded people. A little music in the 
lounge or bar after dinner, Guest Speakers and informative port briefings 
from our Expedition Leader or Cruise Director and of course good 
food, all contribute to make any voyage aboard this wonderful vessel a 
memorable and joyful experience. After a day ashore you will return to 
the comfort and peace of an exceedingly comfortable ship. 

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
The MS Island Sky is equipped with the latest safety, navigation and 
communications equipment along with roll stabilizers to minimise the 
ship’s motion. During your voyage you will have the opportunity to visit 
the Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the vessel’s progress by 
charts and learn more about your journey. Onboard you will also find a 
clinic and doctor and a lift that serves all decks.
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Midsummer in the Hebrides
An expedition cruise of the Scottish Isles aboard the MS Island Sky
26th June to 3rd July 2015 

SCOTLAND

Oban

St Kilda

Shiant 
Isles

Stornoway

Canna
Loch Scavaig

Iona

LungaMingulay
Pabbay

Tanera Mor

Inverewe

If ever an archipelago was made for expedition cruising it 
is the islands off Scotland’s west coast. You can travel the 

world visiting all manner of exotic and wonderful places, but 
remember that some of the finest scenery, fascinating history 
and most endearing people may be close to home. Nowhere 
is that truer than around Scotland’s magnificent coastline, an 
indented landscape of enormous natural splendour with offshore 
islands forming stepping stones into the Atlantic. In the northern 
summer, when the sun barely shrinks below the horizon, there 
is a stillness and an almost wistful feeling in the air. This is the 
time when the enchanted visitor will be moved and seduced by 
the majesty of the islands, lochs and seascapes. 

One of Europe’s true last remaining wilderness areas affords 
the traveller a marvellous island hopping journey through 
stunning scenery accompanied by spectacular sunsets and 
prolific wildlife. With our naturalists and local guides we 
will explore the length and breadth of the isles, and with our 
nimble Zodiac craft be able to reach some of the most remote 
and untouched places. There is no better way to explore this 
endlessly fascinating and beautiful region that will cast its 
spell on you than by small ship. Whether your interest lies 
in wildlife, gardens, photography, ancient history or simply 
an appreciation of this unique corner of the kingdom, this 
unique voyage has something for everyone. With just over 
100 travelling companions, the atmosphere is more akin 
to a private yacht trip and ashore with our local experts 
we will divide into small groups thereby enjoying a more 
comprehensive and peaceful experience. Learn something of 
the island’s history, see their abundant bird and marine life, 
but above all revel in the timeless enchantment that these 
islands exude to all those who appreciate the natural world.

Our View 
“We are delighted to be able to 
offer this unique itinerary aboard 
our flagship, the MS Island Sky. 
We know these waters well after 
20 years of operating cruises in 
the Scottish Islands and it is always 
extra special when we get to bring 
our own ship to the Hebrides. We 
can be sure of a warm welcome 
especially when many of our 
expedition staff have lived on the 
islands. We will explore the furthest 
island from the UK mainland in St 
Kilda, use our Zodiacs to land on 
the uninhabited island Mingulay 
and to explore the natural beauty 
of Loch Scavaig in addition to 
visiting archaeological highlights 
on Stornaway and the Abbey 
at Iona. For birders there is also 
the added bonus of seeing the 
amazing bird cliffs at Stac Lee and 
the wonderful opportunity to get 
close to puffins at Lunga. ” 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Oban. Embark this 
afternoon in Oban. Transfers will 
be provided from Glasgow Central 
Station and Glasgow International 
Airport to arrive in the late 
afternoon. Sail tonight.

Day 2 Pabbay & Mingulay. Today 
we explore the remote islands 
at the tip of South Uist which 
are uninhabited. We will use the 
Zodiacs to explore and hope to 
make some beach landings. The 
islands have some significant 

Loch Scavaig

historical sites such as the old 
village of Mingulay. Despite there 
being a continuous population 
on Mingulay for at least 2000 
years, evacuation began in 1907 
and the island was completely 
abandoned by its residents in 
1912. The islands are also a 
nature reserve with important 
breeding populations of razorbills, 
guillemots, black guillemots, 
puffins, fulmars and shags.

Day 3 St Kilda. Arrive at first 
light in St Kilda, a remarkable 
uninhabited archipelago some 
fifty miles beyond the Outer 
Hebrides. The largest island, Hirta, 
once supported a population of 
over 200, but the last islanders 
left in the 1930s. The Medieval 
village has been restored by 
the National Trust for Scotland 
and offers a marvellous link with 
the past. The islands are an 
important breeding ground for 
many seabirds including Atlantic 
puffins and northern fulmars. Later, 
cruise past two of the largest 
gannetries in the world at Stac Lee 
and Berneray. These impressive 
stacs rise 170 metres from the 
sea and are home to up to 60,000 
breeding pairs of northern gannet.

Day 4 Stornaway & Shiant Islands. 
On leaving the island capital of 
Stornoway, we will head across 
the island to the beautiful west 
coast. Described as Scotland’s 
Stonehenge, the Callanish 
Standing Stones date from around 
3000 BC. There are a total of 32 
stones in a circular and avenue 
design. The stones stand like a 
petrified forest on the flat top of 
a peninsula which reaches out 
into East Loch Roag. We also visit 
the Dun Carloway Pictish Broch, 
probably built sometime in the last 
century BC, it would have served 
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Midsummer in the Hebrides
An expedition cruise of the Scottish Isles aboard the MS Island Sky
26th June to 3rd July 2015 

Price Includes: Seven nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a full board basis 
including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, Noble Caledonia Expedition Team, transfers, port taxes, gratuities 
to crew and whilst on excursions.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.  
NB. Ports subject to change.

Suite CategoryDeck

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

Brochure Price
£3295
£3495
£3695
£3895
£4095
£4395
£4695
£5195
£5895

Early Booking Price
£2795
£2995
£3195
£3395
£3595
£3895
£4195
£4695
£5395

LiMiTeD nUMBer oF sUiTes AVAiLABLe WiTH eArLY BooKinG 
DiscoUnT oF £500 Per Person

In the northern 
summer, when 
the sun barely 
shrinks below
the horizon, 
there is a 
stillness and an 
almost wistful 
feeling in  
the air.

Inverewe Gardens

Wild flowers

Exploring by Zodiac

as an occasionally defensible 
residence for an extended family 
complete with accommodation 
for animals at ground floor level. It 
would also have served as a visible 
statement of power and status in 
the local area. Our final stop is the 
Gearrannan Blackhouse Village 
– a reconstructed settlement of 
traditional black houses where 
people and animals lived in close 
proximity. The houses are made 
using dry stone masonry and 
have thatched roofs, distinctively 
weighted down with rocks. Visit 
the small museum, enjoy a display 
of a typical crofting activity such 
as weaving and take in the views 
at this dramatic site on the wild 
Atlantic coast. Sail this afternoon 
past the Shiant Islands a group of 
little islands located a few miles 
off the shores of Lewis. This is an 
excellent place to spot seals and 
hopefully White Tailed Eagles.

Day 5 Tanera Mor & Inverewe 
Gardens. Arrive this morning in 
the beautiful Summer Isles, and 
the only inhabited island of Tanera 
Mor. On a guided walk enjoy the 
stunning views, look out for otters 
and seals and the prolific bird life. 
Stop at the unique post office, 
whose own rare stamps are much 
sought after by collectors. During 
lunch sail south to Gairloch for our 
visit to the imposing gardens of 
Inverewe, surely one of the finest 

sited gardens in all Scotland. Here, 
exotic and tender plants thrive in 
their northerly location warmed by 
the Gulf Stream and protected by 
the surrounding mountains.

Day 6 Canna & Loch Scavaig. 
Today, we will arrive at the Small 
Islands. Spend the morning on 
Canna which has a tiny agricultural 
and cattle-rearing population. 
From a walk along the cliff top 
we may see golden eagles, 
white-tailed eagles and peregrine 
falcons. At the cliff edge the rare 
loose-flowered orchids grow. 
Sail during lunch to Skye and 
the majestic Loch Scavaig and 
the Cuillins mountains. These 
magnificent mountains form 
a dramatic backdrop to the 
freshwater loch which we will 
explore by foot.

Day 7 Lunga & Iona. This morning 
we will take to the Zodiacs to 
explore the tiny Treshnish Islands, 
located in the waters between 
Mull and Tiree. Now uninhabited, 
this group of low lying islands is 
home to thousands of sea birds 
and a large population of common 
and Atlantic grey seals. Hopefully, 
land on the largest of the islands, 
Lunga to walk amongst the 
amazingly tame puffins and see 
the remnants of past habitation 
that dates back to Viking times. 
Sail over lunch to Iona, for more 

than 1000 years, the island of 
Iona has been a place of deep 
spiritual significance. No less than 
62 kings of Scotland are buried 
here, including Duncan, Macbeth’s 
victim. St Columba came here 
from Ireland in 563 AD and early 
Christianity spread through 
northern Britain from this remote 
island community. 

Day 8 Oban. Disembark this 
morning after breakfast. Transfers 
will be provided to Glasgow Central 
Station and International Airport.

M
S Island Sky – M

idsum
m

er in the H
ebrides
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Hebridean Secrets
An exploration of the Hebrides aboard the MS Island Sky 
3rd to 11th July 2015

SCOTLAND

Oban

Greenock

St Kilda
Shiant 

Isles

Stornaway

Canna
Isle of Skye

Rum

Iona

Jura
Gigha

Lunga

Tanera Mor
Inverewe

Words do not do justice to the spectacular beauty, rich 
wildlife and fascinating history of the Inner and Outer 

Hebrides which we will explore during this unique island 
hopping expedition aboard our very own MS Island Sky. 
During our voyage we will head out into the Atlantic to St 
Kilda, a remarkable archipelago, the largest island Hirta once 
supported a population of nearly 200, but the last islanders 
left in 1930. As we drop anchor in Village Bay, this will be, 
for some, a pilgrimage, an awesome experience amongst the 
abundant seabirds on huge cliffs that rise sheer from the ocean. 

We can wax lyrical about the sunsets, prolific wildlife and 
how you will be enchanted and seduced by the untamed 
wilderness, its islands, lochs and seascapes. Having arranged 
hundreds of small ship cruises around Scotland, we have 
learned that everyone takes something different from the 
experience. We are indeed fortunate in having such marvellous 
places so close to home. Now, more than ever there is a great 
appreciation for the peace, beauty and culture of this special 
corner of the UK. Whether your interest lies in horticulture 
or the natural world, history or bird watching or simply being 
there to witness the timeless beauty of Scotland’s coast and 
islands, this trip will lift the spirits and gladden the heart.

We will be joined by our Expedition Team, who are all 
experienced naturalists, ornithologists and marine biologists 
and along with the wonderful crew and combined with the 
comfort aboard the MS Island Sky, this carefully planned but 
flexible itinerary will be a voyage to remember

Iona

island scenery. This lovely island is 
also a bird watcher’s paradise. Sail 
during lunch to Canna which has a 
tiny agricultural and cattle-rearing 
population. From a walk along 
the cliff top we may see golden 
eagles, white-tailed eagles and 
peregrine falcons. At the cliff edge 
the rare loose-flowered orchids 
grow. Sail over dinner to Skye and 
the majestic Loch Scavaig for our 
overnight anchorage.

Day 3 Isle of Skye. Awake this 
morning to the impressive sight 
of the Cuillins Mountains which 
form the dramatic backdrop to 
the freshwater loch. Using our 
Zodiacs we will land and follow our 
onboard naturalists on a number of 
nature walks or choose to explore 
independently. Sail over lunch 
along the rugged coastline of Skye 
to Loch Dunvegan where we visit 
Dunvegan Castle, the famous seat 
of the MacLeods. It is a Hebridean 
Fortress, set on a rocky platform 
with commanding views of the 
Loch. See the castle and lovely 
gardens and time permitting, the 
seal colony on the adjoining rocks. 

Day 4 Tanera Mor & Inverewe 
Gardens. Arrive this morning in 
the beautiful Summer Isles, and 
the only inhabited island of Tanera 
Mor. On a guided walk enjoy the 
stunning views, look out for otters 
and seals and the prolific bird life. 
Stop at the unique post office, 
whose own rare stamps are much 
sought after by collectors. During 
lunch sail south to Gairloch for our 
visit to the imposing gardens of 
Inverewe, surely one of the finest 
sited gardens in all Scotland. Here, 
exotic and tender plants thrive in 
their northerly location warmed by 
the Gulf Stream and protected by 
the surrounding mountains.

Day 5 Stornaway & Shiant Islands. 
On leaving the island capital of 
Stornoway, we will head across 
the island to the beautiful west 
coast. Described as Scotland’s 
Stonehenge, the Callanish 
Standing Stones date from around 
3000 BC. There are a total of 32 
stones in a circular and avenue 
design. The stones stand like a 
petrified forest on the flat top of 
a peninsula which reaches out 
into East Loch Roag. We also visit 

the Dun Carloway Pictish Broch, 
probably built sometime in the last 
century BC, it would have served 
as an occasionally defensible 
residence for an extended family 
complete with accommodation 
for animals at ground floor level. It 
would also have served as a visible 
statement of power and status in 
the local area. Our final stop is the 
Gearrannan Blackhouse Village 
– a reconstructed settlement of 
traditional black houses where 
people and animals lived in close 
proximity. The houses are made 
using dry stone masonry and 
have thatched roofs, distinctively 
weighted down with rocks. Visit 
the small museum, enjoy a display 
of a typical crofting activity such 
as weaving and take in the views 
at this dramatic site on the wild 
Atlantic coast. Sail this afternoon 
past the Shiant Islands a group of 
little islands located a few miles 
off the shores of Lewis. This is an 
excellent place to spot seals and 
hopefully White Tailed Eagles.

Day 6 St Kilda. Arrive at first 
light in St Kilda, a remarkable 
uninhabited archipelago some 
fifty miles beyond the Outer 
Hebrides. The largest island, Hirta, 
once supported a population of 
over 200, but the last islanders 
left in the 1930s. The Medieval 
village has been restored by 
the National Trust for Scotland 
and offers a marvellous link with 
the past. The islands are an 
important breeding ground for 
many seabirds including Atlantic 
puffins and northern fulmars. Later, 
cruise past two of the largest 
gannetries in the world at Stac Lee 
and Berneray. These impressive 
stacs rise 170 metres from the 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Oban. Embark this 
afternoon in Oban. Transfers will 
be provided from Glasgow central 
station and Glasgow International 
Airport to arrive in the late 
afternoon. Sail tonight.

Day 2 Rum & Canna. Today, we 
will arrive at the Small Islands. 
Spend the morning on Rum which 
is a nature reserve. We will walk 
the nature trail, a beautiful area of 
wild flowers and typical Scottish 
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sea and are home to up to 60,000 
breeding pairs of northern gannet.

Day 7 Lunga & Iona. This morning 
we will take to the Zodiacs to 
explore the tiny Treshnish Islands, 
located in the waters between 
Mull and Tiree. Now uninhabited, 
this group of low lying islands is 
home to thousands of sea birds 
and a large population of common 
and Atlantic grey seals. Hopefully, 
land on the largest of the islands, 
Lunga to walk amongst the 
amazingly tame puffins and see 
the remnants of past habitation 
that dates back to Viking times. 
Sail over lunch to Iona, for more 
than 1000 years, the island of 
Iona has been a place of deep 
spiritual significance. No less than 
62 kings of Scotland are buried 
here, including Duncan, Macbeth’s 
victim. St Columba came here 
from Ireland in 563 AD and early 
Christianity spread through 
northern Britain from this remote 
island community.

Day 8 Gigha & Jura. Visit the 
gardens of Achamore House 
on the small island of Gigha. 
The Horlick family, better known 

for the eponymous milk drink, 
have created a stunning garden 
with their collection of azaleas, 
rhododendrons and exotic plants. 
Gigha is a place apart; heather 
covered hills, deserted beaches 
and a single lane verged with 
wild flowers that meander for 
some six miles between cottages 
and farms. Privately owned by its 
120 inhabitants, it is a gem of a 
place and somewhere not easily 
forgotten. Return to the vessel 
for lunch as we sail over to Jura, 
arriving in the late afternoon. 
Dominating the views of Jura are 
the three hills called “The Paps of 
Jura”, the highest being Beinn an 
Oir at 785 m (2576 ft) We will go 
ashore at Craighouse and will be 
welcomed in the cooperage where 
we will be given an introduction 
to the Jura Distillery and an 
opportunity to taste the local 
product. Alternatively enjoy some 
free time to explore Craighouse or 
join an island drive.

Day 9 Greenock. Disembark 
this morning. Transfers will be 
provided to Glasgow Central 
Station and International Airport 
at a fixed time.

Price Includes: Eight nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a full board basis 
including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, Noble Caledonia Expedition Team, transfers, port taxes, gratuities 
to crew and whilst on excursions. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.  

Suite CategoryDeck

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

Brochure Price
£3695
£3895
£4095
£4295
£4595
£4895
£5195
£5995
£6495

Early Booking Price
£3195
£3395
£3595
£3795
£4095
£4395
£4695
£5495
£5995

LiMiTeD nUMBer oF sUiTes AVAiLABLe WiTH eArLY BooKinG 
DiscoUnT oF £500 Per Person
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MS Serenissima
The handsome 107-passenger MS Serenissima began her career as Harald Jarl, cruising the 
Norwegian coastline and fjords. Extensively renovated in 2003 she was rechristened MS Andrea 
and began her career as a classic cruise ship, and was chartered by Noble Caledonia for a number 
of years. In spring 2012 MS Andrea was purchased by our long-standing associates Volga Dream 
and renamed the MS Serenissima. After a thorough renovation and upgrading, the charming 
MS Serenissima commenced cruise operations in April 2013 and we have chartered her for 
multiple voyages in 2014 and 2015. With her small size she can navigate into small, remote ports 
inaccessible to the big cruise ships. She appears an impressive sight when moored, and is capable 
of both destination and expedition cruising. 

Your Cabin/Suite 
Accommodating just 107 passengers, the 59 cabins are attractively 
designed for comfort and convenience. All cabins are fully air 
conditioned with an en-suite bathroom with shower and a selection of 
toiletries in addition to a hairdryer, robes and slippers. All cabins come 
equipped with telephone, flat screen television, safety deposit box and 
other thoughtful appointments. Bottles of still and sparkling water are 
replenished daily. There are eight different grades of cabin arranged 
over five decks, and with the exception of the five inside cabins, all 
staterooms feature either windows or portholes. Because of the very 
nature of the ship, the cabins do vary in shape and size, adding to the 
vessel’s overall charm. Choose from the cosy inside cabins of approx 
10 square metres, to the sumptuous newly built executive suites of 25 
square metres boasting private balconies, minibar and all the mod cons. 
The standard staterooms range in size from 10 to 15.5 square metres. 
The superior staterooms range in size from 11 to 19.6 square metres. 
The deluxe staterooms range in size from 15 to 25.4 square metres. 
The junior suites range in size from 20.9 to 21.7 square metres. And 
the owner’s suites are 22.7 square metres. The dedicated inside single 
cabins range in size from 9.9 to 11.52 square metres, and the dedicated 
standard single cabins range in size from  7.1 to 12.7 square metres. 

Your Space 
The facilities onboard include two 
lounges – the larger Andrea Lounge 
is comfortable and spacious and 
the smaller Harald Lounge is more 
intimate. There is also a small library 
with two computers for internet access 
and Wi-Fi is available at an extra cost 
throughout the vessel. The outside 
areas really are something special. A 
spacious observation deck allows 360 

degree views of the passing scenery. From here, step down to the lido 
area with fitness room, Jacuzzi and outside bar. The newly built covered 
seating area at the back of deck 6 is ideal for relaxing with a drink in 
hand. Perhaps, one of the best known and loved features of this vessel 
is its unique style. During the major refit in Sweden the then owners 
commissioned Swedish interior designers to create a Gustavian style 
interior. This bright Swedish 18th century influenced, country house style 
works particularly well on a vessel of this vintage, providing intimacy and 
classic nautical sensibility often lacking in larger vessels.
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Please note twin cabin sizes vary within each category and range from 10 to 26 sqm. 
Please refer to website for sizes of cabin in each category.
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Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant accommodates all guests in one  
sitting. Being on deck 5, it has great views from all tables. The picture 
windows mean the restaurant is light and airy. Breakfast is served 
buffet-style with cooked dishes available and eggs to order by the ship’s 
accomplished chef. Lunch is also served buffet-style with hot and cold 
dishes available. Dinner is served a la carte and is 4 courses, except for 
at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a 6 course affair. Where possible, local 
produce is sourced for an authentic dining experience. A choice of red 
or white wine, beer, soft drinks, and water are included at lunch and 
dinner.  In good weather there are al fresco dining facilities available and 
tea and coffee is available from 7am to 11pm in the Andrea Lounge. 

Life Onboard 
The European captain, officers, expedition staff and crew offer a first class 
service and have been selected for their professionalism and caring attitudes. 
The atmosphere onboard is warm and welcoming, and the emphasis is not 
on around the clock entertainment and dining, but instead on well-thought 
out itineraries, relaxation, time spent with like-minded passengers and 
discovery. After a day of adventure and exploration, returning to the comfort 
of your sophisticated ship and its friendly crew will be a pleasure.  

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
There are so few ships of this generation still cruising and  
MS Serenissima is a great testament to her present and previous  
owners that they have seen fit to invest considerable sums over the years 
to keep her in top form and complying with the stringent health and 
safety requirements. For added comfort, the vessel features stabilisers. 
The ship has an open bridge policy so during your voyage you will have 
the chance to visit the Captain and Officers. There is a doctor onboard, 
and staff are trained in first aid.



14 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Island Hideaways
An exploration of the Channel Islands and Isles of Scilly aboard MS Serenissima
13th to 20th May 2015 
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Sometimes, a few days away in a totally different 
environment is just what the doctor ordered, particularly if 

it does not involve flights. Join the charming MS Serenissima 
in Portsmouth and visit some of the most idyllic islands 
including Sark, Alderney, Tresco, St Martins and St Agnes with 
their crystal clear waters and fine white sandy beaches that 
would not disgrace a Caribbean Island. These unique island 
communities may be close to the mainland yet logistically are 
not the easiest to access especially in seven nights. Whilst we 
will not be sailing long distances during our voyage we will 
see and experience so much. The islands are rich in flora, fauna 
and cultural history, all of which will be brought to life by our 
onboard team. In the main, we will explore these amazing little 
contained worlds by foot and for garden enthuisasts we have 
included the stunning sub-tropical Abbey Gardens on Tresco. 

The following is an extract from a recent log of a voyage which 
included the gardens: Tresco, Scilly Isles – 2nd July. Breakfast 
over we headed for the Zodiacs, and our first destination – the 
world famous Abbey Gardens at Tresco. The boats skimmed 
over the glassy sea and shortly we were disembarking onto a 
nice gentle slipway and walking the 15 minutes to the gardens, 
which are (it has to be said) stunning even for those of us not so 
interested in flora. Sheltered by high trees, the gardens become 
sun traps with natural walls made of foliage. Gravel paths wound 
through the beds, past ponds, streams and fountains, over which 
damsel-flies flitted. Pheasants hid in the undergrowth, while gold-
finches chased each other around the shrubberies.

The MS Serenissima is the perfect small ship for such a venture. 
A maximum of 100 passengers allows us to explore places 
otherwise inaccessible to larger ships and with our nimble 
Zodiac craft, we can land on out of the way coves and be 
footloose in a way that would be totally impractical for larger 
groups of passengers.

Tresco Herm

The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth. 
Embark this 
afternoon. Transfers 
will be available from 
Portsmouth Harbour 
station at a fixed time 
and parking is available 
for those choosing to 
drive.

Day 2 Guernsey & Herm. Arrive 
this morning on Guernsey, the 
‘Island of Flowers’. There will be 
the option of a walking tour of St 
Peter Port including a visit to Castle 
Cornet, a 12th century battlement 
which guards the entrance to St 
Peter Port Harbour. Alternatively 
enjoy a panoramic drive during 
which you will see the beautiful 
coastline and beaches and also visit 
the Little Chapel, built in 1914 as 
a miniature version of the famous 
basilica at Lourdes and covered in 
fragments of shattered china. This 
afternoon we are on Herm, just one 
and a half miles long and half a 
mile wide, the island is perfect for 
exploring on foot. Enjoy some free 
time to explore and perhaps take a 
stroll over to Shell Beach.

Day 3 Alderney & Sark. Sail over 
breakfast to timeless Alderney. 
Visit the island’s only town, St 
Anne, which has all the old-world 
charm of a Normandy village 
with tiny squares and pastel 
shaded cottages and shops. 
Enjoy a morning at leisure and the 

opportunity to explore the pretty 
quiet lanes or head to the cliffs. 
If weather permits we will run a 
Zodiac cruise around the gannet 
colonies to the south of the island. 
Over lunch we sail to Sark where 
Zodiac landing craft will bring us 
ashore for a visit to the enchanting 
Seigneury Gardens. Horse drawn 
carriages take us around this 
peaceful traffic free island which is 
alive with the songs of chaffinches, 
skylarks and mistle thrush.

Day 4 Jersey. From our anchorage 
in Jersey enjoy a morning drive 
viewing the magnificent beaches 
and green landscapes before 
arriving at Samares Gardens. Built 
in 1920 by Sir James Knott these 
gardens include special areas for 
culinary and cosmetic plants as well 
as a “physic” garden of traditional 
medicinal plants along with a rose 
and lavender garden. We also hope 
to visit the Orchid Gardens, where 
orchid varieties are cultivated in a 
specialized greenhouse beautifully 
appointed with flowing streams and 
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An exploration of the Channel Islands and Isles of Scilly aboard MS Serenissima
13th to 20th May 2015 Whilst we will 
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little rock gardens. Return to the 
vessel for lunch and enjoy a leisurely 
afternoon at sea as we sail to the 
Isles of Scilly.

Day 5 Tresco & Bryher, Isles of 
Scilly. Arrive this morning in the 
lovely Isles of Scilly. Spend the 
morning on traffic free Tresco, 
walking its idyllic lanes from the 
beach to the famous sub-tropical 
Abbey Gardens. Defying the 
Atlantic weather, this miracle of 
a garden is the perfect spot for a 
morning’s plant and bird spotting. 
Return to the vessel for lunch and 
in the afternoon we visit Bryher 
the smallest of the inhabited Isles 
of Scilly. Either enjoy time to relax 
or join our naturalists on guided 
walks as they explore the fauna 
and flora of the island.

Day 6 St Martins & St Agnes. This 
morning we visit the northernmost 
island of the group, St Martins. 
We have the morning to explore 
independently or maybe join one 
of our birders on a guided walk 
or climb one of the viewpoints 
for vistas over the islands. Sail 
over lunch to St Agnes, the most 
south westerly community in the 
UK. Surrounded by rocks and 

reefs, this delightful tiny island is a 
birdwatcher’s paradise and offers 
marvellous coastal walks. The 
small island of Gugh lies across a 
narrow sandbar and here we find 
a single stone monolith called the 
‘Old Man of Gugh’ which dates 
back to the Bronze Age.

Day 7 Portland. Arrive this morning 
at the “isle” of Portland. The area’s 
unique geology and its position 
are ideal for a wide variety of 
birds, animals and plant life whilst 
many parts of the island, including 
the whole of the coastline, are 
designated as Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest. We have a 
choice of excursions this morning 
to either discover the fascinating 
Jurassic Coast visiting Chesil Beach 
and Lulworth Cove or alternatively 
drive to the Abbotsbury 
Subtropical Gardens. Established in 
1765 they cover a 20 acre site filled 
with exotic plants from all over the 
world. From the gardens we visit 
the unique swannery home to 600 
breeding swans.

Day 8 Portsmouth. Disembark 
this morning. A transfer will leave 
the ship for Portsmouth Harbour 
Railway station at a fixed time.

Soft expedition: This cruise is not 
classified as an expedition cruise, 
however Zodiac landing crafts will 
be used on some days to explore 
coastlines and in the Channel 
Islands to transport passengers 
ashore whilst tenders will be used 
in the Isles of Scilly.

Price Includes: Seven nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis 
with house wine and beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
expedition team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, 
transfers, port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£2495
£2895
£3195
£3595
£4095
£4495
£4495
£2895
£2495
£4495

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Early Booking Price
£1995
£2395
£2695
£3095
£3595
£3995
£3995
£2395
£1995
£3995

LiMiTeD nUMBer oF sUiTes AVAiLABLe WiTH eArLY BooKinG 
DiscoUnT oF £500 Per Person
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Sea Explorer
Like her sister ships, our very own MS Island Sky and MS Caledonian Sky, Sea Explorer is one 
of the finest small ships in the world and owing to popular demand of our two flagships, we are 
delighted to have chartered her for a variety of voyages in 2015. The vessel accommodates just 
114 passengers, making her more akin to a country hotel than a cruise ship. Built in Italy in 1991 
and refurbished in 2005 the Sea Explorer offers exceptionally spacious and well designed suites, 
beautifully appointed public areas and the highest standards of service and food. Previously named 
Corinthian II this private yacht-like cruise ship is outfitted with the most current navigational and 
communications technology as well as with retractable fin stabilizers for smooth sailing. The vessel 
is ice strengthened and features a fleet of ten Zodiac inflatable craft for forays ashore. 

Your Cabin/Suite 
With a maximum of 114 passengers accommodated in 57 spacious 
outside facing suites, the Sea Explorer offers suites across its five decks. 
Those on the lower deck have portholes, the middle two decks have a 
large picture window and the two top decks have patio doors leading on 
to a private balcony. On average the suites measure 245 sq. ft. Each suite 
affords considerable comfort with en-suite bathrooms, large wardrobes 
and excellent storage. There are mini-fridges, telephones, satellite 
televisions and CD/DVD players in each suite. Suites feature queen size 
beds which can be configured into twins or double depending on your 
preference. 

Your Space 
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a lounge, 
elegant bar, library with internet access, fitness room and a single sitting 
dining room. Outside there is a rear sun deck, where passengers can 
relax in warmer weather with shade, a bar, spa pool and comfortable 
deck furniture. 

Your Dining
The single sitting dining room 
is located on Deck 2 and 
is both spacious and light. 
Breakfast and lunch are served 
buffet style with a selection of 
hot and cold dishes, and fresh 
produce. Dinner is served to 
your table and comprises of 
four courses with a vegetarian 
option always available. 
Complimentary wine and beer 
is served with dinner and in 
good weather there will be the 
opportunity to take your meals 

on the Sun Deck on deck 5. There is a 24-hour coffee and tea station with 
some sweet snacks provided too. 

 Lounge
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Sea Explorer

Life Onboard 
The atmosphere onboard is focused on exploration and discovery with 
all the creature comforts you would expect from a vessel of this calibre. 
The onboard crew of 72 provide fine onboard service and the vessel 
features four star amenities. A little music in the lounge or bar after 
dinner, informative talks and briefings from the onboard team and of 
course good food, which is created by the highly regarded master chefs. 
After a day ashore you will return to the comfort and peace of a well 
run and exceedingly comfortable ship. The dress policy is casual and 
comfortable for exploration ashore.

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
The vessel carries 114 passengers in comfort and with 72 crew onboard 
your journey will be enhanced by attentive onboard service. Smoking is 
restricted to outside areas and a lift serves all decks. There is a medical 
centre onboard with doctor.

   Jacuzzi
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Spring in the Isles 
A cruise to the Channel Islands and Isles of Scilly aboard the Sea Explorer
27th April to 3rd May 2015 

Join us aboard the charming Sea Explorer in Portsmouth 
and visit some of the most idyllic islands including Sark, 

Alderney, Tresco, St Martins and St Agnes with their crystal 
clear waters and fine white sandy beaches that would not 
disgrace a Caribbean Island. In addition we visit the islands 
of Bryher and Herm which are rarely visited and almost 
never included on cruise schedules. 

We will explore on foot amazing little contained worlds as 
well as the stunning sub-tropical Abbey Gardens on Tresco. 
The Sea Explorer is the perfect small ship for such a venture. 
With a maximum of 114 passengers we are able to explore 
places otherwise inaccessible to larger ships and with our 
nimble Zodiac craft, we can land on out of the way coves 
and be footloose in a way that would be totally impractical 
for larger groups of passengers. 

Whether you are an avid gardener, birdwatcher, amateur 
historian or simply enjoy sailing past some enchanting islands, 
this could be the perfect cruise for you. With many years of 
experience in designing trips to the hidden corners of our 
remotest places, each year we still discover something new. 

Ringed Plover, St Martin’s, Isles of Scilly

The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth. Embark  
this afternoon. Transfers will  
be provided from Portsmouth 
Harbour Railway station at a 
fixed time. Alternatively parking 
is available at the port. Sail this 
evening.

Day 2 Guernsey & Herm, Channel 
Islands. Arrive this morning on 
Guernsey, the ‘Island of Flowers’. 
There will be the option of a 
walking tour of St Peter Port 
including a visit to Castle Cornet, 
a 12th century battlement which 
guards the entrance to St Peter 
Port Harbour. Alternatively enjoy 
a panoramic drive during which 
we will see the beautiful coastline 
and beaches and also visit the 
Little Chapel, built in 1914 as a 
miniature version of the famous 
basilica at Lourdes and covered 
in fragments of shattered china. 
This afternoon we are on Herm, 
just one and a half miles long and 
half a mile wide, Herm is perfect 
for exploring on foot. You will have 
free time to explore and perhaps 
take a stroll over to Shell Beach.

Day 3 Sark & Alderney, Channel 
Islands. Over breakfast we sail 
to Sark which until recently was 
Europe’s last feudal estate. Zodiac 
landing craft bring us ashore for a 
visit to the enchanting Seigneury 

Gardens. Horse drawn carriages 
take us around this peaceful traffic 
free island which is alive with the 
songs of chaffinches, skylarks 
and mistle thrush. At lunchtime 
we sail to timeless Alderney. 
Visit the island’s only town, St 
Anne, which has all the old-world 
charm of a Normandy village with 
tiny squares and pastel shaded 
cottages and shops. Enjoy a free 
afternoon walking along the pretty 
quiet lanes or heading to the cliffs. 
If weather permits we will run a 
Zodiac cruise around the gannets 
colonies to the south of the island.

Day 4 Tresco & Bryher, Isles of 
Scilly. Spend the morning on traffic 
free Tresco, walking its idyllic lanes 
from the beach to the famous sub-
tropical Abbey Gardens. Defying 
the Atlantic weather, this miracle of 
a garden is the perfect spot for a 
morning of plant and bird spotting. 
Return to the Sea Explorer for 
lunch and in the afternoon we visit 
Bryher the smallest of the inhabited 
Isles of Scilly. Either enjoy time to 
relax exploring independently or 
join our naturalists on guided walks 
as they explore the fauna and flora 
of the island.

St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly
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Spring in the Isles 
A cruise to the Channel Islands and Isles of Scilly aboard the Sea Explorer
27th April to 3rd May 2015 

Day 5 St Martins & St Mary’s, 
Isles of Scilly. This morning we 
visit the northernmost island of the 
group, St Martins. We have the 
morning to explore independently 
or maybe join one of our birders 
on a guided walk or climb to one 
of the viewpoints for vistas over 
the islands. Our exploration of the 
islands continues with an afternoon 
on St Mary’s and the quaint capital 
of Hugh Town. You have a chance 
to wander around the charming 
town, visit the local museum or 
walk one of the coastal trails.

Day 6 St Agnes, Isles of Scilly. 
Spend the morning on St 
Agnes, the most south westerly 
community in the UK. Surrounded 
by rocks and reefs, this delightful 
tiny island offers marvellous 

coastal walks. The small island of 
Gugh lies across a narrow sandbar 
and here we find a single stone 
monolith called the ‘Old Man of 
Gugh’ which dates back to the 
Bronze Age. Enjoy a relaxing 
afternoon at sea as we return  
to Portsmouth.

Day 7 Portsmouth. Disembark 
this morning. Transfers will be 
provided to Portsmouth Harbour 
train station at a fixed time.

Soft expedition: This cruise is not 
classified as an expedition cruise, 
however Zodiac landing crafts will 
be used on some days to explore 
coastlines and in the Channel 
Islands to transport passengers 
ashore whilst tenders will be used 
in the Isles of Scilly.

Price Includes: Six nights aboard the Sea Explorer on a full board basis 
including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard team, gratuities to crew and whilst on 
excursions, transfers, port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Cat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

£2295
£2495
£2795
£2995
£3395
£3595
£3695
£3995

Cabin Description
E 

D 

C 

B 

A 

AA 

E 

D 

Suite with portholes

Suite with window

Suite with window

Corner Suite with window

Suite with private balcony

Suite with private balcony

Suite with portholes for sole use

Suite with window for sole use

Sea Explorer – Spring in the Isles 

Tresco Abbey Gardens

Zodiac at Sark

Grey seal

Alderney, Channel Islands
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Britain and Ireland Odyssey
An exploration of the outlying islands of England, Scotland and Ireland aboard the Sea Explorer
3rd to 12th May 2015 

Oban
Canna 
& Rum

 Isles of Scilly

Aran Islands

Tory Island

UNITED KINGDOM

Guernsey Sark

ENGLISH 
CHANNEL

IRELAND

Portsmouth

SCOTLAND

Stornoway
St Kilda

Garnish Island 
& Bantry Bay

During our 
voyage, 
the sheer 
diversity of the 
landscapes and 
lifestyles will 
amaze you as 
will the spirit 
and warmth 
of the small 
communities  
we will 
encounter. 

Puffin

This expedition voyage will appeal to those who wish 
to visit some of the remotest and inaccessible islands 

in England, Scotland and Ireland. This is a truly unique 
voyage visiting as it does the remarkable islands on the 
edge of the British Isles with only one non-island call 
during our nine night voyage; such is the advantage of 
having a self sufficient vessel with the qualities of the 
Sea Explorer. 

We will sail from Portsmouth and during our cruise 
visit both inhabited and uninhabited islands and places of 
great natural beauty, rich in wildlife and mystical history. 
We have also included a number of gardens which given 
the timing of our cruise will be coming into bloom from the 
Isles of Scilly to the Hebrides and for keen birders there are 
numerous highlights including sailing past the Cliffs of Moher 
which are home to an estimated 30 000 birds and also cruising 
past two of the largest gannetries in the world.

The sheer diversity of the landscapes and lifestyles will 
amaze you as will the spirit and warmth of the small 
communities we will encounter. In an age of rapid 
centralisation and common identity it is fortifying to know 
that life with its unique traditions and values can still be 
found on the edges of our islands. This is not a cruise in 
the traditional sense, more an exploration with 100 or so 
fellow travellers who wish to enjoy the peace, beauty and 
tranquillity of the islands. Learn something of their history, 
see the abundant bird and marine life, but above all revel in 
the timeless enchantment that these islands exude to all those 
who appreciate the natural world.

The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth. Embark 
this afternoon. Transfers will 
be provided from Portsmouth 
Harbour Railway station at a fixed 
time. Sail this evening for the 
Channel Islands.

Day 2 Guernsey and Sark, 
Channel Islands. Arrive this 
morning on Guernsey, the ‘Island 
of Flowers’. There will be the 
option of a walking tour of St 
Peter Port including a visit to 
Castle Cornet, a 12th century 
battlement which guards the 
entrance to St Peter Port Harbour. 
Alternatively enjoy a panoramic 
drive during which we will see the 
beautiful coastline and beaches 
and also visit the Little Chapel, 
built in 1914 as a miniature version 
of the famous basilica at Lourdes 
and covered in fragments of 
shattered china. Over lunch we 
sail to Sark where Zodiac craft will 
bring us ashore for a visit to the 
enchanting Seigneury Gardens. 
Horse drawn carriages take us 
around this peaceful traffic free 
island which is alive with the songs 
of chaffinches, skylarks and mistle 
thrush.

Day 3 Tresco & St Agnes, Isles 
of Scilly. Spend the morning on 
traffic free Tresco, walking its 
idyllic lanes from the beach to 
the famous sub-tropical Abbey 
Gardens. Defying the Atlantic 
weather, this miracle of a garden is 
the perfect spot for a morning of 
plant and bird spotting. Sail over 
lunch to St Agnes, the most south 
westerly community in the UK. 
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Britain and Ireland Odyssey
An exploration of the outlying islands of England, Scotland and Ireland aboard the Sea Explorer
3rd to 12th May 2015 
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Gannet in flight

Dolphins

Bantry Bay House & Gardens, Cork

Surrounded by rocks and reefs, 
this delightful tiny island offers 
marvellous coastal walks. The 
small island of Gugh lies across a 
narrow sandbar and here we find 
a single stone monolith called the 
‘Old Man of Gugh’ which dates 
back to the Bronze Age.

Day 4 Garnish Island and Bantry 
Bay, Ireland. From our berth 
in Glengariff we spend the 
morning at Garnish Island and 
the beautiful Ilnacullin Gardens. 
These remarkable gardens owe 
their existence to the creative 
partnership, some seventy years 
ago of Anna Bryce, then owner 
of the island and Harold Peto, 
architect and garden designer. 
The sheltered position and Gulf 
Stream is favourable to the growth 
of ornamental plants, many 
normally only found in sub-tropical 
or Mediterranean climates. Return 
to the ship for lunch and choose 
to relax onboard this afternoon or 
join us as we visit Bantry House, 
overlooking Bantry Bay. We will 
explore the house, one of the 
finest historic houses in Ireland 
along with the gardens.

Day 5 Aran Islands, Ireland. 
This morning we will cruise by 
the magnificent Cliffs of Moher. 
Rising to 213 metres and over five 
miles long they are home to an 
estimated 30,000 birds including 
Atlantic puffin, razorbills and 
choughs. A little further up the 
coast and some 30 miles from the 
Galway Coast are the Aran Islands. 
We will call into the largest, 
Inishmore and explore some of 
the early Christian sites. This island 
was a place of monastic study 
from the earliest Christian times. 
Also, see the dramatic stone fort 

of Dun Aengus, parts of which 
date back some 3000 years. 

Day 6 Tory Island, Ireland. After 
a morning at sea we arrive at Tory 
Island located off the Northwest 
coast of Ireland and home to 150 
or so Gaelic speakers. Although 
only 14 miles offshore, it feels like 
many more and island life here is 
full of traditions. Meet some of the 
local community in the village hall 
and enjoy some of their legendary 
story telling, music and dance. 
Tory Island is also famous for its 
migratory birds; seabirds nest 
here in large numbers and a puffin 
colony nests on the northern cliffs. 
Look out for guillemots, kittwakes, 
fulmars, storm petrals and manx 
shearwaters whilst the corncrake 
has become a main attraction on 
the island.

Day 7 St Kilda, Outer Hebrides. 
Arrive at first light in St Kilda, 
a remarkable uninhabited 
archipelago some fifty miles 
beyond the Outer Hebrides. 
The largest island, Hirta, once 
supported a population of over 
200, but the last islanders left in 
the 1930s. The Medieval village 
has been restored by the National 
Trust for Scotland and offers a 
marvellous link with the past. 
Later, cruise past two of the largest 
gannetries in the world at Stac Lee 
and Berneray as we sail to the isle 
of Lewis.

Day 8 Stornaway, Isle of Lewis. 
On leaving the island capital of 
Stornoway, we will head across 
the island to the beautiful west 
coast. Described as Scotland’s 
Stonehenge, the Callanish 
Standing Stones date from around 
3000 BC. There are a total of 32 

stones in a circular and avenue 
design. The stones stand like a 
petrified forest on the flat top of 
a peninsula which reaches out 
into East Loch Roag. We also visit 
the Dun Carloway Pictish Broch, 
probably built sometime in the last 
century BC, it would have served 
as an occasionally defensible 
residence for an extended family 
complete with accommodation 
for animals at ground floor level. It 
would also have served as a visible 
statement of power and status in 
the local area. Our final stop is the 
Gearrannan Blackhouse Village 
– a reconstructed settlement of 
traditional black houses where 
people and animals lived in close 
proximity. The houses are made 
using dry stone masonry and 
have thatched roofs, distinctively 
weighted down with rocks. Visit 
the small museum, enjoy a display 
of a typical crofting activity such 
as weaving and take in the views 

at this dramatic site on the wild 
Atlantic coast. Sail this afternoon 
past the Shiant Islands a group of 
little islands located a few miles 
off the shores of Lewis. This is an 
excellent place to spot seals and 
hopefully White Tailed Eagles.

Day 9 Canna & Rum, Inner 
Hebrides. Spend the morning on 
Canna which has a tiny agricultural 
and cattle rearing population. From 
a walk along the cliff top we may 
see Golden Eagles, White-tailed 
Eagles and Peregrine Falcons. Sail 
during lunch to the adjoining island 
of Rum which is a nature reserve. 
We will walk the nature trail, a 
beautiful area of wild flowers and 
typical Scottish island scenery.

Day 10 Oban. Disembark this 
morning after breakfast. Transfers 
will be provided to Glasgow 
International Airport and Central 
Station at a fixed time.

Price Includes: Nine nights aboard the Sea Explorer on a full board basis 
including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, Noble Caledonia expedition team, gratuities to crew and whilst on 
excursions, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Cat Brochure Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

£3295
£3495
£3795
£3995
£4395
£4595
£5295
£5595

Cabin Description
E 

D 

C 

B 

A 

AA 

E 

D 

Suite with portholes

Suite with window

Suite with window

Corner Suite with window

Suite with private balcony

Suite with private balcony

Suite with portholes for sole use

Suite with window for sole use

Early Booking Price
£2795
£2995
£3295
£3495
£3895
£4095
£4795
£5095

LiMiTeD nUMBer oF sUiTes AVAiLABLe WiTH eArLY BooKinG 
DiscoUnT oF £500 Per Person
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Atlantic Island Odyssey
An expedition exploring the Hebrides, Faroes, Shetland and Orkney Islands aboard the Sea Explorer
12th to 22nd May 2015 

SCOTLAND

FAROE ISLANDS

ORKNEY
ISLANDS

SHETLAND 
ISLANDS

Oban
Mingulay

Kirkwall

North Rona

Mykines Torshavn

Papa Stour Lerwick
Mousa

North Ronaldsay
Fair Isle

Foula

AberdeenPabbay

St Kilda

Come with us and see nature in the raw. After the huge 
success of this itinerary over the last few years we are 

delighted to be able to offer it again in 2015. This expedition 
cruise will appeal to those who prefer their islands deserted, 
but with abundant bird and wildlife. You can travel the 
world visiting all manner of exotic and wonderful places 
without realising that some of the finest scenery, fascinating 
history and most endearing people may be close to home 
and nowhere is this truer than the islands off Scotland’s 
indented coastline which form stepping stones into the 
Atlantic. During this unique voyage, we will journey along 
rugged coastlines and visit once inhabited islands aboard 
the 114-passenger Sea Explorer, venturing far north to the 
Outer Hebrides, Faroes, Orkneys and Shetlands. We will 
witness vibrant colours, amazingly prolific birdlife, explore 
deserted villages and learn of the history and ancient culture 
of unique island life.

Such a journey can of course only be undertaken by a 
special vessel with the self-sufficient qualities of the Sea 
Explorer. With our Zodiacs we will be able to land on remote 
beaches and cruise close to shorelines and cliffs crowded 
with birdlife. Enabling us to land in remote places, the 
Zodiacs make the otherwise inaccessible readily available. 
Although we will set sail with a schedule, this will not be set 
in stone as these are perfect waters for expedition cruising 
and our Captain and Expedition team will keep a flexible 
approach allowing for the opportunity to fully experience the 
unexpected whether it be a sighting of dolphins, a whale or 
any unusual event.

Mousa, Shetland Islands 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Oban. Embark this 
afternoon. Transfers will 
be provided from Glasgow 
International Airport and 
Glasgow central station at a 
fixed time. Sail this evening.

Day 2 Mingulay & Pabbay, 
Outer Hebrides. Today we 
explore the remote islands at 
the tip of South Uist including 
Mingulay and Pabbay. We 
will use the Zodiacs to explore 
and hope to make some beach 
landings. Despite there being 
a continuous population on 
Mingulay for at least two thousand 
years, evacuation began in 1907 
and the island was completely 
abandoned by its residents in 
1912. The islands are also a 
nature reserve with important 
breeding populations of razorbills, 
guillemots, black guillemots, 
puffins, fulmars and shags.

Day 3 St Kilda, Outer Hebrides. 
Awake this morning in St Kilda, 
a remarkable uninhabited 
archipelago some fifty miles 
beyond the Outer Hebrides. 
The largest island, Hirta, once 
supported a population of over 
200, but the last islanders left in 
the 1930s. The Medieval village 
has been restored by the National 

Trust for Scotland and offers a 
marvellous link with the past. The 
islands are an important breeding 
ground for many seabirds 
including Atlantic puffins and 
northern fulmars. Later, cruise past 
two of the largest gannetries in 
the world at Boreray and Stac Lee 
as we sail to North Rona.

Day 4 North Rona, Outer Hebrides. 
Spend the day around North Rona, 
an isolated island some fifty miles 
north of Cape Wrath. The last 
islanders left North Rona in 1844 
and today it is home to thirteen 
species of breeding seabirds 
including large colonies of great 
black-backed gulls, great skuas 
and puffins. There is also a large 
population of grey seals which we 
hope to observe on a Zodiac cruise.

Day 5 Torshavn, Faroe Islands. 
Enjoy a morning at sea before 
we arrive in the Faroe Islands 
at lunchtime. From our berth in 
Torshavn we will join a guided 
tour over the hills to Kirkjubour, 
the island’s oldest cultural centre, 
where we see the ruins of the 13th 
century St. Magnus Cathedral and 
the 11th century church, still in 
use. We also visit the 900-year old 
“Roykstovan”, the old bishopric, 
considered to be the oldest 
wooden house in Europe. We will 
moor overnight for those that wish 
to explore the town this evening.

Day 6 Mykines, Faroe Islands. 
Today we will use our Zodiacs 
to explore the westernmost 
islands of the Faroes. One of 
the loveliest of the archipelago, 
Mykines is wonderfully green and 
its single village with bright turf 
roofed houses and turf streets is a 
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Atlantic Island Odyssey
An expedition exploring the Hebrides, Faroes, Shetland and Orkney Islands aboard the Sea Explorer
12th to 22nd May 2015 
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Price Includes: 10 nights aboard the Sea Explorer on a full board basis 
including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, Noble Caledonia expedition team, gratuities to crew and whilst  
on excursions, transfers, port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Cat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

£3495
£3695
£3995
£4195
£4595
£4795
£5595
£5995

Cabin Description
E 

D 

C 

B 

A 

AA 

E 

D 

Suite with portholes

Suite with window

Suite with window

Corner Suite with window

Suite with private balcony

Suite with private balcony

Suite with portholes for sole use

Suite with window for sole use

Harbour seal

Northern wheatear

Ring of Brodgar, Orkney Islands

delight. One of the best walks in 
the Faroes can be found here at 
“Lundaland” (land of the puffin) 
on the islet of Mtkinesholmur, 
which is connected to Mykines 
by a small bridge. There will be 
time to explore the lighthouse 
which was built in 1909, and view 
the large numbers of puffins and 
gannets that inhabit the island. 
This afternoon we hope to explore 
the huge caves of Vagar that 
have been created by the Atlantic 
Ocean as we sail back to Scotland.

Day 7 Papa Stour & Foula, 
Scotland. This morning we use our 
Zodiacs to explore the stunning 
cliff scenery, sea stacks, arches, 
blowholes and coastal caves of 
Papa Stour. Over lunch we sail to 
Foula, one of Britain’s most remote 
inhabited islands. Apart from a 
narrow coastal strip of more fertile 
croftland, Foula is an expanse of 
peat and moorland rising steeply 
to five dramatic peaks. In the 
long midsummer days, Foula’s 
wildflowers provide a glorious burst 
of colour, whilst the world’s largest 
colony of Great Skuas compete 
fiercely with many Parasitic Jaegers 
for breeding territories.

Day 8 Lerwick & Mousa, Shetland 
Islands. After breakfast, discover 
the Shetland capital and begin 
your exploration of this historic 
port with a tour that wanders 
through its narrow stone lanes. 

We will visit the excellent Shetland 
Museum, containing artefacts from 
shipwrecks and the whaling era. 
We sail over lunch to the island 
of Mousa to see the forty-foot 
defensive tower built by the Picts 
more than 2000 years ago, and the 
tallest, best preserved example of 
an Iron Age broch (tower) in Britain.

Day 9 Fair Isle & North Ronaldsay, 
Orkney Islands. This morning we 
call at Fair Isle. The tiny population 
of sixty or so islanders always extend 
us a warm welcome. Enjoy a walk 
across the island, perhaps visiting 
the Bird Observatory, searching 
out the puffin slopes. Sail over 
lunch to the Orkney Islands and 
North Ronaldsay which supports 
a rich and diverse population of 
wild flowers, mammals and birds. 
It lies on the migration crossroads 
with birds heading north towards 
Iceland, Greenland and Scandinavia 
whilst common and grey seals are 
numerous. Join our naturalists for 
guided walks across the island 
including the lighthouse.

Day 10 Kirkwall, Orkney Islands. 
This morning we will head into the 
west of Mainland, Orkney’s largest 
island. We will pass through gentle 
rolling landscape and into the 
Neolithic Heartland of Orkney; 
an area designated as a World 
Heritage Site due to its wealth 
of pre-historic archaeology. We 
will see the Standing Stones of 
Stenness, the Ring of Brodgar; a 
huge ceremonial circle of stones 
dating back almost 5000 years. 
We continue to the 5000-year-old 
village of Skara Brae and see the 
remarkable dwellings revealed 
from beneath the sand dunes by 
storms only 150 years ago. 

Day 11 Aberdeen. Disembark 
this morning. Transfers will be 
provided to the train station and 
airport at a fixed time.

Torshavn, Faroe Islands
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