
Small Ship 
CruiSing

aboard the MS SERENISSIMA

april to oCtober 2016

britiSh iSleS - norway - SpitSbergen - mediterranean





MS Serenissima
The handsome 100-passenger MS Serenissima began her career as the Harald Jarl, 
cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. Extensively renovated in 2003 she was 
rechristened MS Andrea and began her life as a classic cruise ship, and was chartered by 
Noble Caledonia for a number of years. In spring 2012 MS Andrea was purchased by our 
long-standing associates Volga Dream and renamed the MS Serenissima.

After a thorough renovation and upgrading, the charming MS Serenissima commenced 
cruise operations in April 2013 and we have chartered her for the majority of each 
year since knowing her to be perfect for small ship cruising. With her small size she 
can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships and appears 
an impressive sight when moored. With her fleet of Zodiacs she is capable of both 
destination and expedition cruising.

Your Space 
The facilities onboard include two lounges – 
the larger Andrea Lounge is comfortable and 
spacious and the smaller Harald Lounge is 
more intimate. There is also a small library with 
a computer for internet access. The outside 
areas are something special with a spacious 
observation deck allowing for 360 degree 

views of the passing scenery. From here, step 
down to the lido area with fitness room, Jacuzzi 
and outside bar. The covered seating area at 
the back of deck 6 is ideal for relaxing with a 
drink in hand. Perhaps, one of the best known 
and loved features of this vessel is its unique 
style. During the major refit in Sweden the 

then owners commissioned Swedish interior 
designers to create a Gustavian style interior. 
This bright Swedish 18th century influenced, 
country house style works particularly well on  
a vessel of this vintage, providing intimacy  
and classic nautical sensibility often lacking in 
larger vessels.

Andrea LoungeCruising

RestaurantHarald Lounge
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Cabins & Suites
Accommodating no more than 100 passengers, 
the cabins are attractively designed for 
comfort and convenience. All cabins are fully 
air conditioned with an ensuite bathroom with 
shower, sink, toilet, a selection of toiletries 
including shower gel, soaps, shampoo and 
conditioner, hairdryer, robes and slippers. All 
cabins come equipped with telephone, flat 
screen television, safety deposit box and other 
thoughtful appointments. Bottles of still and 
sparkling water are replenished daily. There 
are ten different grades of cabin arranged over 
five decks, and with the exception of the three 
inside cabins, all staterooms feature either 
windows or portholes. Because of the very 
nature of the ship, the cabins do vary in shape 
and size, adding to the vessel’s overall charm. 
Choose from the cosy inside cabins of approx 
10 square metres, to the sumptuous newly built 
executive suites of 25 square metres boasting 
private balconies and minibar. The ship can 
also accommodate passengers with mobility 
restrictions in cabin number 407 and there is an 
elevator that serves decks 3 to 6.

Your Dining 
The free seating Venice Restaurant 
accommodates all guests in one sitting. Being 
on deck 5, it has great views from all tables. The 
picture windows mean the restaurant is light and 
airy. Breakfast is served buffet-style with cooked 
dishes available and eggs to order by the ship’s 
accomplished chef. Lunch is also served buffet-
style with hot and cold dishes available. Dinner 
is served a la carte and is four courses, except 
for at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a six course 
affair. In addition, there are al fresco dining 
facilities available in good weather. 
 
Where possible, local produce is sourced 
for an authentic dining experience. A choice 
of red or white wine, beer, soft drinks, and 
water are included at lunch and dinner. Tea 
and coffee are served around the clock in the 
Andrea Lounge. In keeping with the relaxed 
atmosphere onboard, when dining you are 
able to choose your seating arrangements at 
your leisure and dress is informal except for 
the Captain’s Dinner for which you may wish to 
dress in smarter attire.

Life Onboard 
The MS Serenissima is more akin to a country-
hotel than one of the large ships trawling the 
seas today. The European Captain, Officers and 
crew offer a first class service and have been 
selected for their professionalism and caring 
attitudes. The atmosphere onboard is warm 
and welcoming, and the emphasis is not on 
around the clock entertainment and dining, 
but instead on well-thought out itineraries, 
relaxation, time spent with like-minded 
passengers and discovery.

For your Comfort, Safety and Security 
There are so few ships of this generation 
still cruising and MS Serenissima is a great 
testament to her present and previous owners 
that they have seen fit to invest considerable 
sums over the years to keep her in top form 
and complying with the stringent health and 
safety requirements. There is a doctor onboard 
and during your voyage you will have the 
opportunity to visit the Captain and Officers  
on the bridge.

Restaurant

Aft deck

Jacuzzi

Reception

Observation deck
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paGes 10-11 paGes 12-13paGes 8-9

Island Life
An exploration of the Channel Islands  
and Isles of Scilly   
1st to 8th May & 15th to 22nd May 2016

Islands of the Azores
An island hopping adventure in  
the Azores Archipelago
17th to 26th April 2016

Gardens by the Sea
A springtime exploration of the  
gardens of Britain and Ireland
8th to 15th May 2016 

paGes 16-17 paGes 18-19paGes 14-15

Hebrides to the Faroes
An island hopping expedition 
1st to 11th June 2016

Britain and Ireland  
Odyssey
An exploration of the outlying islands of 
England, Scotland and Ireland 
22nd May to 1st June 2016

Midsummer in the  
Scottish Isles
An expedition voyage around the Hebrides
11th to 18th June 2016

The Voyages
We do hope you enjoy browsing through the following pages which feature our voyages 
aboard the MS Serenissima from April to October 2016. Owing to the size of the vessel and 
her ability to dock in the more remote ports or drop anchor in a secluded bay, we have been 
able to create what we believe is a captivating and diverse collection of journeys. 

You will be joined onboard by informative staff and whilst exploring ashore on the 
included excursions you will be accompanied by excellent English-speaking lcoal 
guides. Working with the captain and crew, our cruise staff are responsible for the day 
to day organisation of the itinerary and briefings and they are in regular contact with 
the Noble Caledonia office. We have the very best in their field and they are also joined 
by guest speakers who are chosen for their in-depth knowledge of a specific subject or 
geographical area. Briefings by the cruise staff and informal talks by our guest speakers 
add an extra dimension to all we see and do. 
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paGes 28-29 paGes 30-31paGes 26-27

September in the  
Mediterranean
A voyage of discovery from Andalucia to Malta 
5th to 16th September 2016 

The Norwegian Fjords  
in Late Summer 
An exploration of the ‘Land of the  
Midnight Sun’ from Tromso to London
20th August to 2nd September 2016 

Circumnavigation of Sicily
An in-depth exploration of the wonders of Sicily 
16th to 25th September 2016

paGes 34-35 paGes 36-37paGes 32-33

Corsican Wonders &  
the Italian Riviera 
A voyage from Rome to Nice including  
Corsica & Elba
5th to 14th October 2016 

Sicilian and Sardinian  
Odyssey
An exploration of Italy’s two main islands
25th September to 5th October 2016

Art & Antiquities of  
the Mediterranean
A voyage from Nice to Seville celebrating  
the modern art of the Mediterranean Coast
14th to 25th October 2016

paGes 22-23 paGes 24-25paGes 20-21

Land of the Ice Bear
An expedition exploring the Svalbard Archipelago
18th to 30th July & 7th to 20th August* 2016 

Land of the ‘Mountain King’
A voyage from Scotland to the islands  
and fjords of Norway 
6th to 18th July 2016

Polar Bear Quest
An exploration of Spitsbergen  
29th July to 8th August 2016

The Voyages
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Islands of the Azores
An island hopping adventure in the Azores Archipelago
17th to 26th April 2016

Far out in the Atlantic, some 800 miles from the Portuguese 
coast, the nine islands of the Azores are known for their 

spectacular volcanic scenery, abundant flora and peaceful 
lifestyle. But, the appeal of this remote and unsophisticated 
archipelago is difficult to define in words. If you appreciate 
dramatic scenery, exploring islands where time appears to 
be standing still, watching for passing whales and learning about 
the local people and their customs, then this could be the voyage 
for you. The islands are also perfect for walking enthusiasts 
with paths through verdant mountain landscapes and we have 
included some hiking opportunities which, weather permitting, 
will be a joy for the keen walkers in our group.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Ponta Delgada, 
Sao Miguel. Fly by scheduled 
flight via Lisbon and, upon arrival, 
transfer to the MS Serenissima. 

Day 2 Sao Miguel. Enjoy a full 
day exploring the island of San 
Miguel, known as Ilha Verde, the 
green island and home to some 
of the most stunning viewpoints 
in the Azores. This morning we 
begin our exploration by heading 
west towards the Sete Cidades 
volcano where we can enjoy 
excellent views over the Lagos 
de Canarios. We will continue our 
drive along the attractive northern 
coast before arriving in the Furnas 
Valley, an enormous valley and 
luxuriant garden in the east of the 
island where we will enjoy lunch. 
We will visit the village of Furnas 
and the botanical gardens before 
returning to the ship and sailing 
this evening. Alternatively, for the 
keen hikers, if weather permits, we 
will arrange for the opportunity to 
walk part of the 13 kilometre trail 
in Sete Cidades through forests 
and along the caldera edge.

Day 3 Graciosa. Known as the 
“White island”, Graciosa has a 
gentle rolling landscape, dotted 
with windmills and traditional 
whitewashed houses. Visit Furna 
do Enxofre (‘Cave of Sulphur’), a 
geologically unique phenomenon 
and one of the original examples 
of the volcanic Azores, and take 
the winding stairway down to the 
magnificent volcanic cavern and 
lake. In the afternoon enjoy some 
free time or if the weather permits 
we will use the Zodiacs to cruise 
the cliffs of Baia do Folga. 

Day 4 Flores & Corvo. Named 
after its abundant flora, Flores is 
often regarded as the prettiest of 
the Azores. A rugged terrain island 
with flowers growing in the deep 
canyons and waterfalls casting 
hues of blues and green as they 
splash down to the sea. Visit the 
vertical basalt cliffs of Rocha do 
Bordoes, formed by the cooling 
of lava. See a stunning array of 
natural features including calderas, 
fajas, rivers, waterfalls and valleys. 
This afternoon, conditions 
permitting, we will visit the tiny 
island of Corvo, comprised of one 
large caldera. Please note that 
for our visit to Corvo we will be at 
anchor and Zodiacs will be used to 
reach the island.

Day 5 Faial. Our day will begin 
with an island drive during which 
we will explore the fairly recent 
volcanic activity at Ponta dos 
Capelinhos. See how a 1957-1958 
volcanic eruption transformed 
the area and created a new land 
mass. Continue to the impressive 
caldera, now a nature reserve 
before our return journey to the 
ship. Alternatively, if weather 
permits we will arrange for the 
opportunity to hike the caldera. 
This afternoon we enjoy a walking 
tour of Horta. 

Day 6 Pico. Today we will 
explore distinctive Pico, home 
to Portugal’s highest peak and 
numerous black lava flows. The 
UNESCO-designated Lajido Acros 
tells the story of early winemakers 
and we will learn about whaling 
life in the Azores at the Museum 
of Lajes. 

Day 7 Sao Jorge. This largely 
rural island has many more cattle 
than people and is known for its 
strong cheddar-like cheese. It is of 
geographical interest with its cliff 
shoreline marked with flat fajas 
sweeping to the sea. After visiting 
the charming old world harbour 
town of Velas and a cheese 
factory, we will cruise along the 
coastline to find a tranquil faja 
where, weather permitting, we 
hope to make a Zodiac landing. 

Day 8 Terceira. This morning 
explore Angra do Heroismo, a 
charming UNESCO heritage town 
with a distinct Mediterranean 
flavour. Enjoy a walking tour that 
takes in the Misericorda Church, 
Convent do Sao Francisco, the 
public gardens and museum. In 
the afternoon there will be free 
time to hike to Monte Brasil to 
see the fortification or explore the 
historic town independently.

Day 9 Santa Maria. Today’s 
guided tour will include visits to 
the remote settlements of Sao 
Laurenco and Maia, known for 
their vineyards. This coastline 
is accentuated by a dramatic 
waterfall, lava tube caves, seabirds 

and marine life and the island 
is the only one which is both 
volcanic and sedimentary. Time 
and conditions permitting, we will 
circumnavigate the island.

Day 10 Ponta Delgada, Sao 
Miguel to London. Disembark 
after breakfast and transfer to the 
airport for the return scheduled 
flight to London via Lisbon. 

For those who 
would like to spend 
some time in Lisbon 
before embarking 
the MS Serenissima 

we are offering a two night 
extension staying at a centrally 
located hotel on a breakfast only 
basis. Our extension also includes 
a city tour and transfers. 

prices per person based  
on double occupancy
Twin: £325 Single: £425

Lisbon 
pre-cruise extension

Flores

Corvo

Graciosa

Faial

Terceira

Pico

Sao Miguel 

THE AZORES

Santa Maria

Sao Jorge

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, nine nights aboard the  
MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team, shore excursions, 
all gratuities, transfers, port taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

£3195
£3595
£3795
£4095
£4395
£4695
£4995
£4995
£3195
£3595
£4595
£4995

£2995
£3395
£3595
£3895
£4195
£4495
£4795
£4795
£2995
£3395
£4395
£4795

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy
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Sao Miguel

Islands of the Azores
An island hopping adventure in the Azores Archipelago
17th to 26th April 2016
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Island Life
An exploration of the Channel Islands and Isles of Scilly
1st to 8th May & 15th to 22nd May 2016

Sometimes, a few days away in a totally different 
environment is just what the doctor ordered, particularly if 

it does not involve flights. Join the charming MS Serenissima in 
Portsmouth and visit some of the most idyllic islands including 
Sark, Alderney, Tresco, St Martins and St Agnes with their 
crystal clear waters and fine white sandy beaches that would not 
disgrace a Caribbean island. These islands are so close yet are 
not easily visited and whilst the sailing distances are relatively 
short, there is much to see and experience. From the Channel 
Islands which combine beautiful scenery, gallic charm and 
reminders of their occupation during World War II along the 
coastlines to the remote Isles of Scilly where nature abounds  
and we can take in the sights at a relaxing pace. 
 
We will explore on foot amazing little contained  
worlds which are rich in plant life, wildlife and history.  
The MS Serenissima is the perfect small ship for such a 
venture with less than 100 passengers onboard we can 
explore places otherwise inaccessible to larger ships and 
with our nimble Zodiac craft, we can land on out of the 
way coves and be footloose in a way that would be totally 
impractical for larger groups of passengers.

We have operated many similar 
voyages and below are some 
extracts from past ship logs which 
should provide you with an insight 
into what you can expect from this 
island hopping adventure:

Herm – 24th May 2014: Over 
lunch, the Captain repositioned 
the ship closer to the neighbouring 
island of Herm, our destination for 
the afternoon. Here we could join 
a guided walk around the island 
or just use the time to individually 
explore. Some of us were drawn 
to the little settlement nestled 
close above the little harbour and 
were seen admiring its buildings: 
the White House, St. Tugual’s 
Chapel, Fisherman’s Cottage, and 
the Mermaid pub and restaurant 
while others enjoyed a leisurely 
walk along the island’s beautiful 
beaches. But we all agreed that 
Herm’s magic affected us from 
the moment we stepped off the 
Zodiac. Surrounded by the sublime 
peace and quiet, we enjoyed 
inhaling the pure fresh sea air 
mixed with the sweet scent of 
flowering Rhododendrons while 
listening to the soothing murmur of 
the waves, accentuated only by the 
frequent call of the sea birds.

Alderney and Sark – 25th May 
2014: We awoke to blue skies and 
glorious sunshine. The Captain 
manoeuvred our lovely ship expertly 
into the protected harbour of 
Braye and again we could choose 
between various options on how 
we wanted to spend our morning. 
The most intrepid amongst us set 
their goal as the south-western end 
of the island, where they enjoyed 
spectacular views from the cliffs’ 
edge over the ‘stacs’ of ‘Les Etacs’, 
which are home to approximately 
6,500 Northern Gannets between 
February and October. Others 
joined our Ornithologist and set 
out for the fort, exploring the 
island’s rich flora and fauna on the 
way whereas some others rather 
preferred a more leisurely stroll 
up the road into the pretty little 
town St. Anne. On our way to Sark, 
the MS Serenissima sailed past 
‘Les Etacs’, providing us with an 
excellent platform from which we 
all could enjoy the bustling life 
surrounding one of the biggest 
gannetries in the area. In the 
afternoon, we visited Sark. Alighting 
from our Zodiacs in the minute 
little harbour tractors were already 
awaiting us to help us in our ascent 
up to the top, where the main 

settlement of the island is 
perched on the high plateau. 
After some free time to 
stroll along the quaint little 
village roads, we changed 
into horse carriages and 
drove up in style to the beautiful 
Seigneurie Gardens. The gardens 
themselves were indeed incredible, 
entrancing our senses with a 
stunning composition of colours, 
scent and shapes. As the evening 
sun bathed the gardens in a golden 
mellow light, even those amongst 
us who didn’t consider themselves 
avid gardeners, couldn’t help but 
be enchanted.

Tresco and Bryher – 27th May 
2014: The Isles of Scilly welcomed 
us this morning with blue skies and 
a stunning island panorama. Today, 
we took a break from Zodiac 
operations and instead took a 
local tender to go ashore to the 
Island of Tresco. The world famous 
sub-tropical gardens of Tresco go 
back to the ‘island father’ Augustus 
Smith, who was granted a lease of 
all Scilly by the Duchy of Cornwall 
in 1834. Ever since, each successive 
family member has enlarged the 
gardens to their current 17 acres 
and added to its exotic flora. Those 
wanting a good leg-stretch even 
made it all the way up the northern 
side of the island past the village 
of New Grimsby to the ruins of 
Cromwell’s & King Charles’ castles 
on the rugged North-west coast. 
A fantastic BBQ lunch restored our 
energy levels, and the afternoon 
saw us heading for the island of 
Bryher, slightly smaller as well as 
quieter than its famous neighbour 
Tresco. Again, we split into 
different groups, to ‘conquer’ the 
island for the afternoon. Afternoon 
tea was enjoyed in the beautiful 
Hell Bay Restaurant as were the 
stunning views over the island from 
the highpoint at Gweal Hill. A very 
special ‘Recap and Briefing’ with 
the curator of the Tresco Gardens 
concluded a wonderful day.

The Itinerary

Ship’s Log

Day 1 Portsmouth. Embark this 
afternoon at the cruise terminal in 
Portsmouth. Parking is available 
for those choosing to drive.

Day 2 Guernsey & Herm, Channel 
Islands. Arrive this morning on 
Guernsey, the ‘Island of Flowers’. 
There will be the option of a 
walking tour of St Peter Port 
including a visit to Castle Cornet, 
a 12th century battlement which 
guards the entrance to St Peter 
Port Harbour. Alternatively enjoy a 
panoramic drive which will see the 
beautiful coastline and beaches 
and also visit the Little Chapel, built 
in 1914 as a miniature version of 
the famous basilica at Lourdes and 
covered in fragments of shattered 
china. This afternoon we are on 
Herm, the smallest inhabited 
Channel Island and at just one and 
a half miles long and half a mile 
wide, perfect for exploring on foot.

Day 3 Alderney & Sark. Sail over 
breakfast to timeless Alderney. 
Visit the Island’s only town, St 
Anne, which has all the old-world 
charm of a Normandy village with 
tiny squares and pastel shaded 
cottages and shops. Enjoy a free 
morning either walking along the 
pretty quiet lanes, join a short walk 
to see the German fortifications or 
a longer walk with our naturalists 
heading to the cliffs to see the 
abundant birdlife. Over lunch 
we sail to Sark where we will 
use our Zodiacs to land on this 
peaceful traffic free island. Horse 
drawn carriages take us along 
the narrow lanes alive with the 
songs of chaffinches, skylarks and 
mistle thrush as we see the narrow 
isthmus which joins Little Sark 
and Big Sark and the enchanting 
gardens at La Seigneurie. The 
more active may wish to hire a 
bicycle and explore independently.

AlderneyHerm

Sark
Guernsey

Jersey

UNITED
KINGDOM

Portsmouth

ISLES OF 
SCILLY

Tresco
Bryher St Martins

St Agnes
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Island Life

The Itinerary

Day 4 Jersey. From our anchorage 
in Jersey we will enjoy a morning 
drive to the east coast of the 
island viewing the magnificent 
landscapes before arriving at 
Mont Orgeuil, the impressive 
fortification that has witnessed 
island life through the middle 
ages, French Wars and German 
Occupation. Continue to Samares 
Manor Gardens. Built in 1920 by 
Sir James Knott these gardens 
include special areas for culinary 
and cosmetic plants as well as 
a “physic” garden of traditional 
medicinal plants along with a rose 
and lavender garden. We also 
visit the Orchid Gardens, where 
orchid varieties are cultivated in a 
specialized greenhouse beautifully 
appointed with flowing streams 
and little rock gardens. Return 
to the ship for lunch and enjoy 
an afternoon to explore St Helier 
independently.

Day 5 Tresco, Isles of Scilly. Enjoy 
a relaxing morning at sea as we 
cruise over to the lovely Isles of 
Scilly arriving at lunchtime. We 
will spend the afternoon on traffic 
free Tresco, walking its idyllic lanes 
from the beach to the famous 
subtropical Abbey Gardens. 
Defying the Atlantic weather, this 
miracle of a garden is home to 
more than 20,000 species of plants 
from over 80 countries. Enjoy time 
to wander at your own pace along 
the paths, maybe visit the Valhalla 
collection of ship figureheads from 
ships wrecked on the islands or 
relax in the café.

Day 6 Bryher & St Martins. This 
morning local tenders will land 

us on Bryher the smallest of 
the inhabited Isles of Scilly. Our 
naturalists will lead a number of 
guided walks along the tracks 
that cross the island amongst 
hedgerows and fields bursting 
with wildflowers. The active may 
wish to climb Watch Hill, where in 
the past islanders would keep
watch for ships in distress or 
alternatively take a stroll to one 
of the beautiful beaches. Return 
to the ship for lunch as we sail the 
short distance to the northernmost 
island of the group, St Martins. 
Enjoy an afternoon in this small 
island community of just 120 
residents. Enjoy time to explore 
independently or maybe join one 
of our birders on a guided walk, 
climb one of the viewpoints for 
vistas over the islands and the 
offshore seal colonies or swim 
from one of the stunning beaches.

Day 7 St Agnes. Our final call will 
be at St Agnes, the most south 
westerly community in the UK. 
Surrounded by rocks and reefs, 
this delightful tiny island is a 
birdwatcher’s paradise and offers 
marvellous coastal walks. Enjoy 
walks in the old town, see the 
lighthouse or maybe visit the local 
museum. Meanwhile the small 
island of Gugh lies across a narrow 
sandbar and here we find a single 
stone monolith called the ‘Old 
Man of Gugh’ which dates back to 
the Bronze Age. Return to the ship 
for lunch as we sail this afternoon 
for Portsmouth. 

Day 8 Portsmouth. Disembark this 
morning at the cruise terminal in 
Portsmouth.

Price Includes: Seven nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis 
with house wine and beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner, Noble Caledonia 
onboard team, shore excursions, parking in Portsmouth, all gratuities, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Ship to Shore: This cruise is not classified as an expedition cruise, however 
Zodiac landing crafts will be used each day to transport passengers ashore 
and tenders will be used in the Isles of Scilly.

Tresco Abbey Gardens

Alderney, Channel Islands

Puffin

Bryher

Tresco, Isles of Scilly

special OFFer – save £300 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

£2730  
£2905  
£3050  
£3150  
£3325  
£3780  
£4095  
£4095  
£2730  
£2905  
£4355  
£4575  

 £2430  
 £2605  
 £2750  
£2850  
£3025  
£3480   
£3795  
£3795  
£2430  
£2605  
£4055  
£4275

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy



12 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

SarkGuernsey

UNITED
KINGDOM

IRELAND

PortsmouthDartmouth
ISLES OF 

SCILLY

Tresco Penzance

Garnish Island Waterford

Bantry Bay

Bryher

Gardens by the Sea
A springtime exploration of the gardens of Britain and Ireland
8th to 15th May 2016 

Spring is a wonderful time to explore the gardens of Britain 
and Ireland as they burst to life in a wave of colours. 

Benefitting from the gulf-stream, the gardens on the south 
west coast of the United Kingdom and Ireland are home to a 
vast array of varieties that do not survive in other parts of the 
country. During our voyage we will visit both mainland towns 
and offshore islands, historic homes with cultivated grounds 
and places where wildflowers line the roads and pathways. 
This opportunity to see the wonderful gardens on the Isles of 
Scilly, Channel Islands and Southern Ireland is only possibly 
with a small ship like the MS Serenissima which can call 
in these ports. We have also ensured that we have chosen 
destinations suitable for independent exploration for those 
who may wish to be a little more footloose.

Price Includes: Seven nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis with 
house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia 
onboard team, shore excursions, all gratuities, port taxes, parking at Portsmouth.
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Ship to Shore: This cruise is not classified as an expedition cruise, however 
Zodiac landing crafts will be used each day to transport passengers ashore 
and tenders will be used in the Isles of Scilly.

The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth. Embark this 
afternoon at the cruise terminal at 
Portsmouth. Parking is available 
for those choosing to drive.

Day 2 Dartmouth. Awake this 
morning at our anchorage in 
the River Dart. On a choice of 
excursions you may choose to visit 
‘Greenway’, the wonderful historic 
house and garden that was 
once home to Agatha Christie. 
There will be time to explore the 
gardens, including the Camellia 
Garden, a wonderful place to sit 
and ponder on the history of the 
house and the notable residents 
and visitors that have included 
Sir Walter Raleigh and Sir Francis 
Drake. Alternatively visit the 1920s 
country retreat of the D’Oyly Carte 
family at Coleton Fishacre. Lose 
yourself in the RHS accredited 
garden by the sea as we wander 
the paths through glades and 
past tranquil ponds. Meanwhile 
the house interior is imbued with 
1920s elegance and Art Deco 
features. Return to the ship for 
lunch and enjoy a free afternoon 
to explore Dartmouth.

Day 3 Tresco & Bryher, Isles of 
Scilly. Spend the morning on traffic 
free Tresco, walking its idyllic lanes 
from the beach to the famous sub-
tropical Abbey Gardens. Defying 
the Atlantic weather, this miracle 
of a garden is home to more than 
20,000 species of plants from 
over 80 countries. Enjoy time to 
wander at your own pace, maybe 
visit the Valhalla collection of ship 
figureheads from ships wrecked 

on the islands or relax in the cafe. 
We return to the ship for lunch 
and this afternoon visit Bryher, the 
smallest of the inhabited Isles of 
Scilly. Either enjoy time to relax or 
join our naturalists on guided walks 
as they explore the fauna and flora 
of the island. 

Day 4 Garnish Island and Bantry 
Bay, Ireland. Sail this morning 
into the sheltered harbour of 
Glengariff. Here local boats will 
take us to Garnish Island and 
the beautiful Ilnacullin Gardens. 
The sheltered position and Gulf 
Stream is favourable to the growth 
of ornamental plants, many 
normally only found in sub-tropical 
or Mediterranean climates. We 
return by local boats sailing past 
“Seal Island” the home to 250 
common seals before enjoying 
lunch onboard. This afternoon you 
may wish to stay onboard, enjoy 
some free time in the small town 
or join the excursion to Bantry 
House, overlooking Bantry Bay. 
We will explore the house, one of 
the finest historic houses in Ireland 
along with the gardens. 

Day 5 Waterford. From our berth in 
the town of Waterford we will drive 
to Mount Congreve, a spectacular 
woodland garden on the banks of 
the River Suir. This privately owned 
seventy acre garden has a collection 
of over three thousand trees and 
shrubs and is particularly stunning 
in spring when the gardens are 
awash with magnificent sweeps 
of flowering azaleas, camellias, 
magnolias and rhododendrons. 

Enjoy time to walk 
the numerous paths 
bordered with wisterias 
or bluebells and visit the 
vantage points with views 
over the landscape and 
meadows beyond. Return 
to the MS Serenissima 
for lunch and enjoy a free 
afternoon to explore Waterford. 

Day 6 Penzance. Today we arrive 
off Penzance, our base for our day 
in Cornwall. A morning excursion 
will visit St Michael’s Mount, the 
family home of the St Aubyn’s 
who have resided here since 
1647. Cut off from the mainland at 
high tide, it is a fascinating place 
with an intriguing history. After 
lunch onboard join the trip to the 
beautiful Helford River and the 26 
acre ravine garden of Trebah.

Day 7 Guernsey & Sark, Channel 
Islands. Arrive this morning on 
Guernsey, the ‘Island of Flowers’. 
There will be the option of a 
walking tour of St Peter Port 
including a visit to Castle Cornet, 
a 12th century battlement which 
guards the entrance to St Peter 
Port Harbour. Alternatively enjoy an 
island drive including Sausmarez 
Manor where we can explore the 
house and subtropical gardens 
which are the setting for over 200 

sculptures by over 90 international 
artists. Afterwards we enjoy the 
wonderful scenery and views of the 
coastline before travelling to the 
Little Chapel. We will admire this 
fascinating building, built in 1914 to 
replicate the grotto at Lourdes, and 
beautifully decorated with seashells, 
pebbles and colourful pieces of 
broken china. Over lunch we sail to 
Sark where we will use our Zodiacs 
to land on this peaceful traffic free 
island. Horse drawn carriages take 
us along the narrow lanes alive with 
the songs of chaffinches, skylarks 
and mistle thrush and bright with 
the colours of the wildflowers on 
the banks. We will see the narrow 
isthmus which joins Little Sark 
and Big Sark and the enchanting 
gardens at La Seigneurie. 

Day 8 Portsmouth. Disembark this 
morning after breakfast.

special OFFer – save £300 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

 £2550  
 £2850  
£3150  
£3350  
£3550  
£3895   
£4295  
£4295  
£2550  
£2850  
£4275   
£4725  

£2250  
£2550  
£2850  
£3050  
£3250  
 £3595  
 £3995  
 £3995  
 £2250  
 £2550  
 £3975  
 £4425  

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy
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Gardens by the Sea
A springtime exploration of the gardens of Britain and Ireland
8th to 15th May 2016 

Illnaculin Gardens, Garnish Island
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Britain and Ireland Odyssey
An exploration of the outlying islands of England, Scotland and Ireland 
22nd May to 1st June 2016

This expedition voyage will appeal to those who wish to 
visit some of the remotest and inaccessible islands in 

England, Scotland and Ireland. This is a truly unique voyage 
visiting as it does the remarkable islands on the edge of 
the British Isles with only one non-island call during our 
voyage; such is the advantage of having a self-sufficient 
vessel with the qualities of the MS Serenissima. We will sail 
from Portsmouth and during our cruise visit both inhabited 
and uninhabited islands and places of great natural beauty, 
rich in wildlife and mystical history. We have also included 
a number of gardens which given the timing of our cruise 
will be coming into bloom from the Isles of Scilly to the 
Hebrides and for keen birders there are numerous highlights 
including sailing past the Cliffs of Moher which are home to 
an estimated 30 000 birds and also cruising past two of the 
largest gannetries in the world.  
 
The sheer diversity of the landscapes and lifestyles will 
amaze you as will the spirit and warmth of the small 
communities we will encounter. In an age of rapid 
centralisation and common identity it is fortifying to know 
that life with its unique traditions and values can still be 
found on the edges of our islands. This is not a cruise in 
the traditional sense, more an exploration with 100 or so 
fellow travellers who wish to enjoy the peace, beauty and 
tranquillity of the islands. Learn something of their history, 
see the abundant bird and marine life, but above all revel in 
the timeless enchantment that these islands exude to all those 
who appreciate the natural world.

Our View 
“The islands around the edge of England, Scotland and Ireland are home 
to remote communities, wonderful wildlife and history that dates back 
thousands of years. Difficult to visit independently, our cruise is devised 
to access some of these places where we can meet the locals be they 
farmers or landlords, puffins or seals. From the historic naval town of 
Portsmouth we visit the Channel Islands, Isles of Scilly, Aran Islands, Outer 
and Inner Hebrides on our quest to visit the outlying islands. We will find 
beautiful blooming gardens, walk through islands of wildflowers and 
watch in wonder as thousands of birds fill the sky as we cruise past their 
breeding grounds. We will also appreciate the history of the region from 
the archaeological sites of the Aran Islands and Isle of Lewis to the more 
modern history of St Kilda. Join us as we take this wonderful opportunity 
to explore the islands on the edge.” 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth. Embark this 
afternoon, transfers will be 
provided from Portsmouth 
Harbour Railway station at a 
fixed time. Sail this evening 
for the Channel Islands.

Day 2 Guernsey and 
Herm, Channel Islands. 
Arrive this morning on 
Guernsey, the ‘Island of 
Flowers’. There will be the 
option of a walking tour of St 
Peter Port including a visit to 
Castle Cornet, a 12th century 
battlement which guards the 
entrance to St Peter Port Harbour. 
Alternatively enjoy a panoramic 
drive during which we will see the 
beautiful coastline and beaches 
and also visit the Little Chapel, 
built in 1914 as a miniature version 
of the famous basilica at Lourdes 
and covered in fragments of 
shattered china. Over lunch we 
sail the short distance to Herm 
the smallest inhabited Channel 
Island and at just one and a half 
miles long and half a mile wide, 
perfect for exploring on foot. You 
will have free time to explore, 
perhaps take a stroll over to Shell 
or Belvoir Beach. Alternatively join 
our naturalists on the lookout for 
wildflowers and birds.

Day 3 Tresco & St Agnes, Isles of 
Scilly. Spend the morning on traffic 
free Tresco, walking its idyllic lanes 
from the beach to the famous sub-
tropical Abbey Gardens. Defying 
the Atlantic weather, this miracle 
of a garden is home to more than 
20,000 species of plants from over 
80 countries. Enjoy time to wander 
at your own pace along the paths, 
maybe visit the Valhalla collection 
of ship figureheads from ships 
wrecked on the islands or relax 
in the cafe. Sail over lunch to St 
Agnes, the most south westerly 
community in the United Kingdom. 
Surrounded by rocks and reefs, 
this delightful tiny island offers 
marvellous coastal walks with over 
one third designated as “sites of 
special scientific interest”. The 
small island of Gugh lies across a 
narrow sandbar and here we find 
a single stone monolith called the 
‘Old Man of Gugh’ which dates 
back to the Bronze Age. The 
active may wish to walk up Kitten 

Hill with views over to St Marys or 
alternatively enjoy a drink at the 
Turk’s Head.

Day 4 Garnish Island and Bantry 
Bay, Ireland. Sail this morning 
into the sheltered harbour of 
Glengariff. Here local boats will 
take us to Garnish Island and 
the beautiful Ilnacullin Gardens. 
These remarkable gardens owe 
their existence to the creative 
partnership, some seventy years 
ago of Anna Bryce, then owner 
of the island and Harold Peto, 
architect and garden designer. 
The sheltered position and Gulf 
Stream is favourable to the growth 
of ornamental plants, many 
normally only found in sub-tropical 
or Mediterranean climates. We 
return by local boats sailing past 
“Seal Island” the home to 250 
common seals before enjoying 
lunch onboard. This afternoon you 
may wish to stay onboard, enjoy 
some free time in the small town 
or join the excursion to Bantry 
House, overlooking Bantry Bay. 
We will explore the house, one of 
the finest historic houses in Ireland 
along with the gardens.

Day 5 Aran Islands. This morning 
we will cruise by the magnificent 
Cliffs of Moher. Rising to 213 
metres and over five miles long 
they are home to an estimated 
30,000 birds including Atlantic 
puffin, razorbills, guillemots and 
choughs. A little further up the 
coast and some 30 miles from 
the Galway Coast are the Aran 
Islands. We will call into the largest 
Inishmore and explore some of 
the early Christian sites. This island 
was a place of monastic study 

Oban

Canna & Rum

Iona & Lunga

 Isles of Scilly

Aran Islands

Tory Island

UNITED KINGDOM

Guernsey Herm

ENGLISH 
CHANNEL

IRELAND

Portsmouth

SCOTLAND

Stornoway
St Kilda

Garnish Island 
& Bantry Bay

Shiant Isles

Iona
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An exploration of the outlying islands of England, Scotland and Ireland 
22nd May to 1st June 2016

Price Includes: Ten nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis 
with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, Noble 
Caledonia onboard team, shore excursions, all gratuities, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

from the earliest Christian times. 
Also, see the dramatic stone fort 
of Dun Aengus, parts of which 
date back some 3000 years. Late 
May is the perfect time to see 
these islands as the wild flowers 
should be at their best.

Day 6 Tory Island. After a morning 
at sea we arrive at Tory Island 
located off the northwest coast 
of Ireland and home to 150 or so 
Gaelic speakers. Although only 14 
miles offshore, it feels like many 
more and island life here is full of 
traditions. Meet some of the local 
community in the village hall and 
enjoy some of their legendary 
storytelling, music and dance. 
Tory Island is also famous for its 
migratory birds; seabirds nest 
here in large numbers and a puffin 
colony nests on the northern cliffs. 
Look out for guillemots, kittiwakes, 
fulmars, storm petrels and manx 
shearwaters whilst the corncrake 
has become a main attraction on 
the island.

Day 7 Iona & Lunga, Scotland. 
Arrive this morning at Iona which 
for more than 1000 years has 
been a place of deep spiritual 
significance. No less than 62 
kings of Scotland are buried 
here and St Columba came 
here from Ireland in 563 AD as 
early Christianity spread through 
northern Britain from this remote 
island community. We have time 
to explore the Abbey, take a walk 
amongst the wildflowers across 
the island to the “Bay at the 
Back of the Ocean” or keep an 
eye and ear out for the elusive 
corncrakes. Over lunch we sail to 
the tiny Treshnish Isles, located 
in the waters between Mull and 
Tiree. Now uninhabited, this 
group of low lying islands is home 
to thousands of sea birds and a 
large population of common and 
Atlantic grey seals. Hopefully, 
land on the largest of the islands, 
Lunga to walk amongst the 
amazingly tame puffins and see 
the remnants of past habitation 
that dates back to Viking times. 

Day 8 St Kilda, Outer Hebrides. 
Arrive at first light in St Kilda, 
a remarkable uninhabited 
archipelago some fifty miles 

BC, it would have served as an 
occasionally defensible residence 
for an extended family complete 
with accommodation for animals at 
ground floor level. Our final stop is 
the Gearrannan Blackhouse Village 
– a reconstructed settlement of 
traditional black houses which were 
made using dry stone masonry and 
have thatched roofs, distinctively 
weighted down with rocks. Visit 
the small museum, enjoy a display 
of a typical crofting activity such 
as weaving and take in the views 
at this dramatic site on the wild 
Atlantic coast. Sail this afternoon 
past the Shiant Islands a group of 
little islands located a few miles 
off the shores of Lewis. This is an 
excellent place to spot seals and 
hopefully White Tailed Eagles.

Day 10 Canna & Rum. Today, we 
will visit the Small Isles. Spend the 
morning on Canna, owned by the 
National Trust for Scotland and 
with a population of only 20 but 
a fertile and prosperous farm. We 
will enjoy a guided walk along the 
shore and through the woods and 
fields to where there is a chance of 
seeing both golden and sea eagles. 
Sail during lunch to the adjoining 
island of Rum which is a nature 
reserve. We will walk the nature trail, 
a beautiful area of wild flowers and 
typical Scottish island scenery.

Day 11 Oban. Disembark this 
morning after breakfast. Transfers 
will be provided to Glasgow 
International Airport and Central 
Station at a fixed time.

Bantry Bay House & Gardens

Exploring by Zodiac

St Agnes

beyond the Outer Hebrides. 
Dominated by the highest 
cliffs and sea stacks in Britain, 
Hirta, St Kilda’s main island was 
occupied on and off for at least 
two thousand years, with the last 
36 Gaelic speaking inhabitants 
evacuated at their own request 
in 1930. Immediately after the 
evacuation, the island was bought 
by the Marquess of Bute to 
protect the island’s thousands 
of seabirds including puffin 
and fulmars, and in 1957 it was 
bequeathed to The National Trust 
for Scotland. St Kilda is one of 
only two dozen UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites with dual status 
reflecting its natural and cultural 
significance. The local ranger 
will join us onboard before our 
expedition staff lead a number of 
guided walks on the island. Later, 
cruise past two of the largest 
gannetries in the world at Stac 
Lee and Boreray. These impressive 
stacs rise 170 metres from the 
sea and are home to up to 60,000 
breeding pairs of northern gannet.

Day 9 Stornoway and Shiant 
Islands. On leaving the island 
capital of Stornoway, we will head 
across the island to the beautiful 
west coast. Described as Scotland’s 
Stonehenge, the Callanish 
Standing Stones date from around 
3000BC. There are a total of 32 
stones in a circular and avenue 
design which stand like a petrified 
forest on the flat top of a peninsula 
which reaches out into East Loch 
Roag. We also visit the Dun 
Carloway Pictish Broch, probably 
built sometime in the last century 

Razorbills

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

 £3495  
 £3695  
 £3950  
 £4250  
 £4550  
 £4895  
 £5395  
 £5395  
 £3495  
 £3695  
 £5475  
 £5925  

 £3295   
£3495   
£3750   
£4050   
£4350   
£4695   
£5195   
£5195   
£3295   
£3495   
£5275   
£5725  

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy
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Hebrides to the Faroes
An island hopping expedition 
1st to 11th June 2016

Come with us and see nature in the raw. After the huge 
success of this itinerary over the last few years we are 

delighted to be able to offer it again in 2016. This expedition 
cruise will appeal to those who prefer their islands deserted, 
but with abundant bird and wildlife. You can travel the 
world visiting all manner of exotic and wonderful places 
without realising that some of the finest scenery, fascinating 
history and most endearing people may be close to home 
and nowhere is this truer than the islands off Scotland’s 
indented coastline which form stepping stones into the 
Atlantic. During this unique voyage, we will journey along 
rugged coastlines and visit once inhabited islands. We will 
witness vibrant colours, amazingly prolific birdlife, explore 
deserted villages and learn of the history and ancient culture 
of unique island life. 
 
Such a journey can of course only be undertaken by a  
special vessel with the self-sufficient qualities of the  
MS Serenissima. With our Zodiacs we will be able to 
land on remote beaches and cruise close to shorelines and 
cliffs crowded with birdlife. Enabling us to land in remote 
places, the Zodiacs make the otherwise inaccessible readily 
available. Although we will set sail with a schedule, this 
will not be set in stone as these are perfect waters for 
expedition cruising and our Captain and Expedition team 
will keep a flexible approach allowing for the opportunity to 
fully experience the unexpected whether it be a sighting of 
dolphins, a whale or any unusual event.

Our View 
“Join us on an adventure as we explore the remote and inaccessible 
islands between the Hebrides and the Faroe Islands. Most cruises to this 
region concentrate on the larger islands and ports whereas the flexibility 
of the MS Serenissima and the ability to use Zodiac landing craft mean we 
can explore the more remote places of interest. We will explore islands 
of historical significance such as St Kilda and North Rona which once 
supported vibrant communities but which are now uninhabited; witness 
wonderful birdlife on Lunga and Mykines where we can walk amongst the 
puffins as they fly to and from their burrows; discover the archaeological 
sites on the Isle of Lewis and the infamous Abbey on Iona. We also spend 
three days in the Faroe Islands allowing us time to see the lives of those 
that call this remote archipelago home.” 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Oban. Embark this 
afternoon. Transfers will be 
provided from Glasgow Central 
Railway station and Glasgow 
Airport at a fixed time whilst 
parking can be arranged in Oban. 
Sail this evening.

Day 2 Barra & Mingulay, Outer 
Hebrides. Today we explore the 
remote islands at the tip of South 
Uist including Mingulay and 
Barra. We will use the Zodiacs to 
explore and hope to make some 
beach landings. Despite there 
being a continuous population on 
Mingulay for at least two thousand 
years, evacuation began in 1907 
and the island was completely 
abandoned by its residents in 
1912. The islands are also a 
nature reserve with important 
breeding populations of razorbills, 
guillemots, black guillemots, 
puffins, fulmars and shags. On 
Barra, the southernmost inhabited 
islands in the Outer Hebrides, 
we find the 15th Century Kisimul 
Castle, seat of the Clan Macneil, 
and a key defensive stronghold 
situated on a rock in the bay. We 
have time to explore the castle 
before landing at Castlebay where 
we can explore the town and 
maybe visit the “Dualchas”, the 
Heritage Centre with collections 
showcasing the history of the 
islands. 

Day 3 St Kilda. Arrive at first 
light in St Kilda, a remarkable 
uninhabited archipelago some 
fifty miles beyond the Outer 
Hebrides. Dominated by the 
highest cliffs and sea stacks in 
Britain, Hirta, St Kilda’s main 
island was occupied on and off 
for at least two thousand years, 
with the last 36 Gaelic speaking 
inhabitants evacuated at their 
own request in 1930. Immediately 
after the evacuation, the island 
was bought by the Marquess 
of Bute to protect the island’s 
thousands of seabirds including 
puffin and fulmars, and in 1957 it 
was bequeathed to The National 
Trust for Scotland. St Kilda is one 
of only two dozen UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites with dual status 
reflecting its natural and cultural 
significance. The local ranger 
will join us onboard before our 

SCOTLAND

FAROE ISLANDS

CannaBarra & 
Mingulay

Lunga
& Iona

North Rona

Mykines Torshavn

Vestmanna 
& Saksun

St Kilda

Stornoway

Loch Scavaig

Oban

expedition staff lead a number of 
guided walks on the island. Later, 
cruise past two of the largest 
gannetries in the world at Stac 
Lee and Boreray. These impressive 
stacs rise 170 metres from the 
sea and are home to up to 60,000 
breeding pairs of northern gannet.

Day 4 North Rona. Spend the day 
around North Rona, an isolated 
island some fifty miles north of 
Cape Wrath. The last islanders 
left North Rona in 1844 and today 
it is home to thirteen species of 
breeding seabirds including large 
colonies of great black-backed 
gulls, great skuas and puffins. 
There is also a large population 
of grey seals which we hope to 
observe on a Zodiac cruise. If 
weather permits we will also visit 
the gannet colony on Sula Sgeir 
home to over 5,000 breeding pairs 
and renowned as the least visited 
national nature reserve in Britain.

Day 5 Torshavn, Faroe Islands. 
Enjoy a morning at sea before 
we arrive in the Faroe Islands 
at lunchtime. From our berth in 
Torshavn we will join a guided 
tour through Torshavn over the 
hills to Kirkjubour, the island’s 
oldest cultural centre, where we 
see the ruins of the 13th century 
St. Magnus Cathedral and the 
11th century church, still in use. 
We also visit the 900-year old 
“Roykstovan”, the old bishopric, 
considered to be the oldest 
wooden house in Europe. We 
remain in the port until late 
tonight for anyone who wishes 
to explore the town or enjoy a 
nightcap ashore.

Guillemot
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Hebrides to the Faroes
An island hopping expedition 
1st to 11th June 2016

Day 6 Vestmanna and Saksun. 
Today we explore the northwest 
corner of Streymoy and the cliffs 
at Vestmanna. Here we will board 
local boats to explore these 
vertical cliffs that climb almost 
1500 feet, sailing into grottos 
carved by the surf over the years 
and watching the thousands 
of sea birds including puffins, 
guillemots, fulmars and kittiwakes 
that nest here each summer. After 
lunch onboard we will drive to 
the beautiful village of Saksun, 
an isolated settlement situated 
beneath steep majestic mountains. 
We visit Duvugaroar, an old 
farmhouse, which is now a museum 
and visit a traditional Faeroese 
wooden church in Kollafjord. 

Day 7 Mykines. Our last call in the 
Faroes will be at the westernmost 
island of Mykines. One of the 
loveliest of the archipelago, it is 
wonderfully green and its single 
village with bright turf roofed 
houses and turf streets is a 
delight. One of the best walks in 
the Faroes can be found here at 
“Lundaland” (land of the puffin) 
on the islet of Mtkinesholmur, 
which is connected to Mykines 
by a small bridge. There will be 
time to explore the lighthouse 
which was built in 1909, and view 
the large numbers of puffins and 
gannets that inhabit the island. 
Enjoy an afternoon at sea.

Day 8 Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, 
Scotland. After a morning at 
sea we return to Scotland and 
the Isle of Lewis. On leaving the 
island capital of Stornoway, we 

will head across the island to the 
beautiful west coast. Described 
as Scotland’s Stonehenge, the 
Callanish Standing Stones date 
from around 3000BC. There are a 
total of 32 stones in a circular and 
avenue design. The stones stand 
like a petrified forest on the flat 
top of a peninsula which reaches 
out into East Loch Roag. We also 
visit the Dun Carloway Pictish 
Broch, probably built sometime 
in the last century BC, it would 
have served as an occasionally 
defensible residence for an 
extended family complete with 
accommodation for animals at 
ground floor level. Our final stop 
is the Gearrannan Blackhouse 
Village – a reconstructed 
settlement of traditional black 
houses which were made using dry 
stone masonry and have thatched 
roofs, distinctively weighted down 
with rocks. Visit the small museum, 
enjoy a display of a typical crofting 
activity such as weaving and take 
in the views at this dramatic site 
on the wild Atlantic coast.

Day 9 Canna & Loch Scavaig. 
Today, we will visit the Small Isles. 
Spend the morning on Canna, 
owned by the National Trust for 
Scotland and with a population 
of only 20 but a fertile and 
prosperous farm. We will enjoy 
a guided walk along the shore 
and through the woods and 
fields to where there is a chance 
of seeing both golden and sea 
eagles. Sail during lunch to lovely 
Loch Scavaig. Just beyond is the 
freshwater Loch Corruisk with its 
breathtakingly beautiful view over 

the Cuillins. This is great walking 
country, but for those who prefer 
a less energetic afternoon our 
Zodiacs will explore the coast 
looking out for seals.

Day 10 Lunga & Iona. Arrive this 
morning at the tiny Treshnish Isles, 
located in the waters between 
Mull and Tiree. Now uninhabited, 
this group of low lying islands 
is home to thousands of sea 
birds and a large population of 
common and Atlantic grey seals. 
Hopefully, land on the largest 
of the islands, Lunga to walk 
amongst the amazingly tame 
puffins and see the remnants of 
past habitation that dates back 
to Viking times. Sail over lunch 

to Iona which for more than 1000 
years has been a place of deep 
spiritual significance. No less 
than 62 kings of Scotland are 
buried here and St Columba came 
here from Ireland in 563 AD as 
early Christianity spread through 
northern Britain from this remote 
island community. We have time 
to explore the Abbey, take a walk 
amongst the wildflowers across 
the island to the “Bay at the Back 
of the Ocean” or keep an eye and 
ear out for the elusive corncrakes.

Day 11 Oban. Disembark this 
morning after breakfast. Transfers 
will be provided to Glasgow 
International Airport and Central 
Station at a fixed time.

Price Includes: Ten nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis 
with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, Noble 
Caledonia onboard team, shore excursions, all gratuities, shore excursions, 
port taxes, transfers, parking at Oban. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Vestmanna cliffs

Puffin Callanish Standing Stones

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

 £3495   
£3695   
£3950   
£4250   
£4550   
£4895   
£5395   
£5395   
£3495   
£3695   
£5475   
£5925  

 £3295   
£3495   
£3750   
£4050   
£4350   
£4695   
£5195   
£5195   
£3295   
£3495   
£5275   
£5725  

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy

Loch Scavaig
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Midsummer in the Scottish Isles
An expedition voyage around the Hebrides
11th to 18th June 2016

If ever an archipelago was made for expedition cruising it 
is the islands off Scotland’s west coast. Join us aboard the 

MS Serenissima and witness some of the finest scenery, learn 
of the region’s fascinating history and meet the endearing 
people that call the islands home. Scotland’s magnificent 
coastline is an indented landscape of enormous natural 
splendour with offshore islands forming stepping stones into 
the Atlantic and in the northern summer, when the sun barely 
shrinks below the horizon, there is a stillness and an almost 
wistful feeling in the air. This is the time when the enchanted 
visitor will be moved and seduced by the majesty of the 
islands, lochs and seascapes. 
 
One of Europe’s true last remaining wilderness areas affords 
the traveller a marvellous island hopping journey through 
stunning scenery accompanied by spectacular sunsets and 
prolific wildlife. With our naturalists and local guides we 
will explore the length and breadth of the isles, and with 
our nimble Zodiac craft be able to reach some of the most 
remote and untouched places. There is no better way to 
explore this endlessly fascinating and beautiful region 
that will cast its spell on you than by small ship. Whether 
your interest lies in wildlife, gardens, photography, ancient 
history or simply an appreciation of this unique corner of the 
kingdom, this unique voyage has something for everyone.

We have operated many similar 
voyages and below are some 
extracts from past ship logs which 
should provide you with an insight 
into what you can expect from this 
island hopping adventure:

Iona, Staffa and Lunga – June 
2014: We awoke to find ourselves 
anchored in the Sound of Iona 
and went ashore by Zodiac for a 
pleasant walk up to the Abbey. 
Little remains of the early Christian 
settlement, founded around 
AD 563 by St Columba and 12 
companions who had sailed from 
Ireland. It became one of the most 
important monasteries in early 
Medieval Europe, renowned as 
a centre of learning and artistic 
excellence; it was here, it is 

thought, that the famous Book 
of Kells was begun (now in Trinity 
College, Dublin). The buildings 
declined into picturesque ruins 
but have continued to attract 
visitors and pilgrims to the present 
day and the Abbey as we saw it 
today has been lovingly restored 
during the 20th century. Many 
passengers heard corncrakes 
calling in the gardens and fields 
around the village and some were 
lucky enough to catch sight of 
one. While we were ashore the 
ship had repositioned round the 
south of the island to north of the 
sandbank in the Sound of Iona. 
All too soon it was time to return 
to the ship for lunch as we still 
had a full day ahead. Once the 
ship had anchored off Staffa half 
of our passengers were landed 
on the island to walk round into 
Fingal’s Cave, while others were 
taken by Zodiac into the cave, 
swapping over later. The latter was 
a distinct highlight, made possible 
only by the ship’s Zodiacs so not 
many visitors are able to view the 
wondrous basalt columns from 
within the cave itself!

Ship’s Log

John showed a short but 
spectacular slide presentation to 
Mendelssohn’s Hebrides Overture 
as the ship moved on to Lunga. 
It was after five when we began 
our landing but it was a bright 
sunny afternoon which showed the 
Hebridean vista to full effect –from 
the Cuillin of Rum to the Paps of 
Jura, even distant Ben Nevis was 
just visible. But the climax of a very 
full day must be the puffins that 
awaited us at the top of a short, 
slightly rocky path. Lying down 
meant that the birds soon became 
used to our presence, providing 
unparalleled close encounters – 
well worth the climb! Some of the 
more energetic followed John 
along a cliff path to Harp Rock, 
which was crammed with nesting 
guillemots, some razorbills, more 
puffins, fulmars, kittiwakes and 
shags – all presenting wonderful 
photo opportunities. Those who 
could not face the climb were 
still able to enjoy the spectacle 
from the Zodiacs as thousands of 
puffins and other seabirds were 
resting on the sea. It had been 
an unbelievably successful first 
day, a long one perhaps, but one 
never to be forgotten. Dinner 
proved especially welcome as MS 
Serenissima continued north to 
anchor off Canna for the night, 
against a most wonderful sunset.

Shiants and Inverewe – June 
2014: By breakfast the ship had 
anchored amongst the Shiant 
Islands in the Minch. Once more 
we were viewing Tertiary basalt 
columns just like Staffa and Canna 
but this time several hundred feet 
tall and thronging with seabirds, 
many of whom sat on the calm 
sea as our Zodiacs cruised close 
off shore. A landing was out of 
the question given the seaweed-
covered rocks but more was to be 
seen from the boats. A sea eagle 
was evident on the skyline and 
some passengers did glimpse 
a young golden eagle. We saw 

grey seals hauled out ashore, or 
swimming around the Zodiacs 
while we investigated some 
interesting sea caves before then 
turning along the huge boulder 
scree along the east side of Garbh 
Eilean with its huge numbers of 
razorbills, puffins and shags. There 
were also some great skuas flying 
around, looking for an opportunity 
to rob the auks of the food 
they carried to feed chicks. We 
next crossed the Minch to Loch 
Ewe and anchored off Inverewe 
Gardens where the warm currents 
of the Gulf Stream enable a host 
of exotic plants – Himalayan 
rhododendrons, Tasmanian 
eucalypts and many Chilean/
South African plants - to be grown 
here amongst some native Scots 
Pines and other tall trees. The last 
Zodiac run brought everyone back 
to the ship in time for another talk 
by John, this time about St Kilda, 
its human and natural history, 
as a primer for tomorrow’s visit, 
possibly the climax of our cruise. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Oban. Embark this 
afternoon in Oban. Transfers will 
be provided from Glasgow Central 
station and Glasgow International 
Airport to arrive in the late 
afternoon. Parking can also be 
arranged for those choosing to 
drive. Sail tonight.

Day 2 Rum & Canna. Today, we 
will visit the Small Isles arriving at 
breakfast time at Rum. Starting 
at the village hall we can explore 
the nature trails enjoying the 
wildflowers along the paths or 
watching for wildlife at the Otter 
Hide. We also hope to see sea 
eagles which were re-introduced 
to Scotland on Rum in the 1980s 
alongside Manx Shearwaters and 
Divers. Over lunch we sail the 
short distance to Canna, owned 

SCOTLAND
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The Itinerary

by the National Trust for Scotland 
and with a population of only 20 
but a fertile and prosperous farm. 
We will enjoy a guided walk along 
the shore and through the woods 
and fields. We will learn about 
the history of the islands, hear 
stories of life in a small remote 
community and visit the historic 
Celtic cross which dates back 
around 1300 years. For the birders 
there is also the chance of seeing 
both golden and sea eagles. 

Day 3 Isle of Skye. Awake this 
morning to the impressive sight 
of the Cuillins Mountains which 
form the dramatic backdrop to 
the freshwater Loch Corruisk. This 
is great walking country and you 
can join our naturalists as they lead 
a number of hikes searching for 
flowers and birdlife. For those who 
prefer a less energetic morning 
our Zodiacs will explore the coast 
looking out for seals. Over lunch 
we sail along the rugged coastline 
of Skye to Loch Dunvegan where 
we visit Dunvegan Castle, the 
famous seat of the MacLeods. It is a 
Hebridean Fortress, set on a rocky 
platform with commanding views of 
the Loch. See the castle and lovely 
gardens and time permitting, the 
seal colony on the adjoining rocks. 

Day 4 Tanera Mor & Inverewe 
Gardens. Arrive this morning in 
the beautiful Summer Isles, and 
the only inhabited island of Tanera 
Mor. On a guided walk enjoy the 
stunning views and look out for 
otters and seals and the prolific 
bird life. Stop at the unique post 
office, whose own rare stamps are 
much sought after by collectors. 
During lunch sail into Loch Ewe for 
our visit to the imposing gardens 
of Inverewe, surely one of the 
finest sited gardens in all Scotland. 
Designed by Osgood Mackenzie 
in 1862 it is home to exotic and 

tender plants which thrive in their 
northerly location warmed by the 
Gulf Stream and protected by over 
100 acres of woodland planted as 
shelter. Enjoy a guided walk or take 
time to explore at your own pace. 

Day 5 Shiant Islands & Stornoway. 
At dawn we anchor off the Shiant 
Islands a group of little islands 
located a few miles off the shores 
of Lewis. This is an excellent place 
to spot grey seals hauled out on 
the rocks whilst on the cliffs we find 
White Tailed Eagles, puffins and 
shags. If conditions permit we will 
use the Zodiacs to explore the sea 
caves. Return to the ship for lunch 
as we sail to Stornoway where we 
enjoy an afternoon tour starting on 
the islands west coast. Described 
as Scotland’s Stonehenge, the 
Callanish Standing Stones date 
from around 3000BC. There are 
a total of 32 stones in a circular 
and avenue design. We also visit 
the Dun Carloway Pictish Broch, 
probably built sometime in the last 
century BC, it would have served 
as an occasionally defensible 
residence for an extended family 
complete with accommodation 
for animals at ground floor level. It 
would also have served as a visible 
statement of power and status in 
the local area. Our final stop is the 
Gearrannan Blackhouse Village 
– a reconstructed settlement of 
traditional black houses where 
people and animals lived in close 
proximity. The houses are made 
using dry stone masonry and 
have thatched roofs, distinctively 
weighted down with rocks. Visit 
the small museum, enjoy a display 
of a typical crofting activity such 
as weaving and take in the views 
at this dramatic site on the wild 
Atlantic coast. 

Day 6 St Kilda. Arrive at first 
light in St Kilda, a remarkable 

uninhabited archipelago some fifty 
miles beyond the Outer Hebrides. 
The largest island, Hirta, once 
supported a population of over 
200, but the last islanders left in 
the 1930s. The Medieval village 
has been restored by the National 
Trust for Scotland and offers a 
marvellous link with the past. The 
islands are an important breeding 
ground for many seabirds 
including Atlantic puffins and 
northern fulmars. The local ranger 
will join us onboard before our 
expedition staff lead a number of 
guided walks on the island. Later, 
cruise past two of the largest 
gannetries in the world at Stac 
Lee and Boreray. These impressive 
stacs rise 170 metres from the 
sea and are home to up to 60,000 
breeding pairs of northern gannet.

Day 7 Lunga & Iona. Arrive this 
morning at the tiny Treshnish Isles, 
located in the waters between 
Mull and Tiree. Now uninhabited, 
this group of low lying islands 

Price Includes: Seven nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis with 
house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia 
onboard team, shore excursions, all gratuities, port taxes, transfers, parking at Oban.
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

is home to thousands of sea 
birds and a large population of 
common and Atlantic grey seals. 
Hopefully, land on the largest 
of the islands, Lunga to walk 
amongst the amazingly tame 
puffins and see the remnants of 
past habitation that dates back 
to Viking times. Sail over lunch 
to Iona which for more than 1000 
years has been a place of deep 
spiritual significance. No less 
than 62 kings of Scotland are 
buried here and St Columba came 
here from Ireland in 563 AD as 
early Christianity spread through 
northern Britain from this remote 
island community. We have time 
to explore the Abbey or take a 
walk amongst the wildflowers 
across the island to the “Bay at 
the Back of the Ocean”.

Day 8 Oban. Disembark this 
morning. Transfers will be 
provided to Glasgow Central 
Station and International Airport 
to arrive in the late morning.

St Kilda

Canna

White Tailed Eagle

Dunvegan Castle

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

 £2550   
£2850   
£3150   
£3350   
£3550   
£3895   
£4295   
£4295   
£2550   
£2850   
£4275   
£4725  

 £2350   
£2650   
£2950   
£3150   
£3350   
£3695   
£4095   
£4095   
£2350   
£2650   
£4075   
£4525  

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy
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Land of the ‘Mountain King’
A voyage from Scotland to the islands and fjords of Norway 
6th to 18th July 2016

Norway is, by anyone’s standards, one of Europe’s 
most beautiful and awe-inspiring countries and it is little 

wonder that with such beautiful panoramas, Edvard Grieg 
found inspiration for some of his finest works including the 
stirring music of ‘In the Hall of the Mountain King’. Norway’s 
unhampered landscape and pristine wilderness promises to 
delight those with a love for the natural world and time spent 
discovering some of the country’s most impressive fjords from 
the deck of the MS Serenissima promises to astound even the 
most jaded of travellers.  
 
During our cruise along the western coast of this remarkable 
country we will discover a landscape punctuated by 
seemingly endless beaches, bustling coastal towns, fjords of 
cinematic grandeur, majestic waterfalls and thriving fishing 
communities. Amongst the dramatic fjords we will explore is 
Naerofjorden which has been included on UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List. Another highlight for many will be our journey 
on the Flam Railway, one of the most beautiful railway lines 
in the world and the train journey provides us with views of 
some of Norway’s wildest and most magnificent scenery. 
 
Our summer voyage sets sail from Oban on Scotland’s 
west coast and before we reach the wondrous landscapes 
of Norway we have the added advantage of spending time 
on remote and idyllic St Kilda and visiting the ancient ruins 
on the Orkney Islands and the Shetland capital, Lerwick. 
Upon reaching the Norwegian coast we will benefit from 
long sunny days and beautiful evening light allowing for 
after dinner walks when in port and scenic cruising with time 
spent on deck in the evenings when cruising. 
 
With our fleet of Zodiacs we are able to make calls into 
some of the remote and uninhabited islands that surround 
the Scottish coast, land on remote beaches and cruise close 
to shorelines and cliffs crowded with birdlife. Keeping a 
flexible schedule, our experienced Captain and Expedition 
Team are able to make the most of each day based on 
the weather and wildlife sightings.
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The Itinerary

Day 4 Lerwick. After breakfast 
we begin our exploration of 
the Shetland capital with a tour 
that wanders through Lerwick’s 
narrow stone lanes. We will visit 
the excellent Shetland Museum, 
containing historical artefacts 
from the Neolithic period, Viking 
memorabilia and items from the 
whaling era whilst the Boat Shed 
showcases the island’s important 
maritime heritage and we can learn 
about the traditional techniques 
used to build and repair boats 
on the site. Return to the MS 
Serenissima for lunch and enjoy 
an afternoon at sea as we cross to 
Norway. Maybe join a lecture or 
relax in the lounge or on deck.

Day 5 Bergen, Norway. Our 
first call in Norway is the lovely 
fjord capital of Bergen. A guided 
excursion will include King Hakon’s 
Hall, the Rosenkrantz Tower and 
St. Mary`s Church which was built 
around 1170 and is one of the 
finest examples of Romanesque 
architecture in Norway. We will 
continue to Troldhaugen, the 
home of Norway’s most famous 
composer, Edvard Greig where we 
explore the house and gardens 
before enjoying a private concert 
of his music. We return to the 
ship via the Hanseatic Quarters 
of “Bryggen” and after lunch 
onboard the afternoon is free to 
explore independently.

Day 6 Sognefjorden & 
Naerofjorden. We spend today 
enjoying spectacular fjord scenery 
from aboard the MS Serenissima. 
Sognefjorden, Norway’s longest 
and deepest fjord extends more 
than 200 kilometres inland and 
is surrounded by three national 
parks. Here we will see thundering 
waterfalls, glacier arms stretching 

Day 1 Oban, Scotland. Embark 
the MS Serenissima this afternoon. 
Transfers will be provided from 
Glasgow Central Railway Station 
and Glasgow Airport at a fixed 
time. Sail this evening.

Day 2 St Kilda, Outer  
Hebrides. Arrive at first light in  
St Kilda, a remarkable  
uninhabited archipelago some  
fifty miles beyond the Outer 
Hebrides. Dominated by the 
highest cliffs and sea stacks in 
Britain, Hirta, St Kilda’s main 
island was occupied on and off 
for at least two thousand years, 
with the last 36 Gaelic speaking 
inhabitants evacuated at their 
own request in 1930. Immediately 
after the evacuation, the island 
was purchased by the Marquess 
of Bute to protect the island’s 
thousands of seabirds including 
puffin and fulmars, and in 1957 it 
was bequeathed to The National 
Trust for Scotland. St Kilda is one 
of only two dozen UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites with dual status 
reflecting its natural and cultural 
significance. The local ranger will 
join us onboard before members of 
our expedition team lead a number 
of guided walks on the island. Later, 
we will cruise past two of the largest 
gannetries in the world at Stac Lee 
and Boreray. These impressive stacs 
rise 170 metres from the sea and 
are home to up to 60,000 breeding 
pairs of northern gannet.

Day 3 Orkney. Enjoy a morning at 
sea before we arrive during lunch 
on the Orkney Islands. From the 
capital of Kirkwall we will head into 
the west of Mainland, Orkney’s 
largest island. We will pass 
through gentle rolling landscape 
and into the Neolithic Heartland 
of Orkney; an area designated as 
a World Heritage Site due to its 
wealth of pre-historic archaeology. 
We will see the Standing Stones 
of Stenness, the Ring of Brodgar 
and continue to the 5000-year-old 
village of Skara Brae to see the 
remarkable dwellings revealed 
from beneath the sand dunes by 
storms only 150 years ago. Time 
permitting we will also visit Birsay, 
the ancient centre of Viking power 
and explore St Magnus Church 
which dates back over 900 years.

Standing Stones of Stenness
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down into green valleys and 
many small farms clinging to the 
mountainside. We will continue 
to the UNESCO World Heritage 
site of Naerofjorden, one of the 
many fjord arms of Sognefjord 
and considered one of the most 
dramatic. If time and weather 
permits we will drop the Zodiacs 
to find a suitable landing to 
explore. This evening we will moor 
in the village of Flam.

Day 7 Flam. This morning we 
will embark on one of the most 
dramatic train rides in Europe. 
The Flam Railway is only 20 
kilometres long but a masterpiece 
of engineering. The train climbs up 
from sea-level to 867 metres during 
these 20 kilometres, crossing back 
and forth across rivers and through 
20 tunnels. To allow you to view 
the magnificent scenery the train 
will proceed slowly and even stop 
at the Kjosfossen Waterfall where 
you may leave the train to take a 
closer look or take some pictures. 
At Vatnahalsen we will leave the 
train and walk from the station to 
the Mountain Hotel where there 
will be time to relax and take a walk 
before re-boarding the train back 
to Flam. After lunch onboard the 
afternoon is free to spend time 
relaxing in the village. Stay on deck 
after dinner tonight to enjoy the 
scenery in the evening light as we 
cruise back along Sognefjorden.

Day 8 Dalsfjord & Bygstad. 
Dalsfjord lies at the heart of 
Western Norway with its starkly 
contrasting fjord scenery, half way 
between Bergen and Alesund. 
This little known fjord arm has a 
gentler landscape where powerful 
and diverse watercourses have 
left their impression on the 
scenery and settlements. Today’s 
tour will take us through this 
beautiful environment and over 
to Sunnfjord with its magnificent 
waterfalls and mountains. We will 
visit Sunnfjord Museum, which 
provides an insight into how life 
was in local settlements in the 
mid-1800s, before taking a scenic 
drive to the region known as ‘the 
waterfall country’ stopping at the 

Huldefossen and Likholefossen 
waterfalls and returning via the 
Hestadfjord where we find the 
19th century Hestad Church 
located in idyllic surroundings.

Day 9 Nordfjord and Olden. Here 
we find the very essence of the fjord 
country, with many sided fjords, 
waterfalls and lakes. This morning 
we will drop anchor and travel up 
the beautiful Olden Valley and 
where the road ends we continue 
on foot to the great cascade of 
water, which rushes from beneath 
the Briksdal Glacier. Spend the 
afternoon enjoying a relaxing 
cruise through Nordfjord and time 
permitting this evening we will 
cruise by the bird cliffs at Runde, 
one of the largest nesting cliffs in 
Norway and home to half a million 
birds. More than 240 different 
species have been observed here 
including puffins, gannets, razorbills 
and Northern Fulmar.

Day 10 Trondheim. After a 
morning at sea we arrive into 
Trondheim. Founded in AD 997 
by Viking King Olav Tryggvason, 
Trondheim was Norway’s first 
capital city and we will discover 
its many historical treasures 
today. We will drive past the old 
wooden buildings and visit the 
11th century Nidaros Cathedral 
which was built over the grave of 
St Olav and richly ornamented in 
stone with stunning stained glass 
windows. We continue to Ringve 
Manor, a typical manor house of 
the Trondelag district and home to 
Norway’s only musical instrument 
museum, before enjoying a 
panoramic view of the city from 
the Sverresli Viewpoint.

Day 11 Torghatten & Vega Island. 
This morning Mount Torghatten, 
one of the most famous landmarks 
on the Norwegian coast, will 
come into view. A fairly strenuous 
optional walk will take you to the 
‘hole’ in the mountain which has 
been eroded by the sea. For those 
wishing to have a more relaxing 
morning our naturalists with lead 
some gentler walks along the 
water’s edge. Over lunch we sail 

to the Vega Archipelago, made 
up of more than 6000 islands, 
reefs and skerries, was inscribed 
by UNESCO as a World Heritage 
Site in 2004 as it represented “the 
way generations of fishermen/
farmers have, over the past 1500 
years, maintained a sustainable 
living in an inhospitable seascape 
near the Arctic Circle, based on 
the now unique practice of eider 
down harvesting.” We will gain an 
insight into the traditions of egg 
and down collection and can learn 
more at the local museum or enjoy 
walks around the island spotting 
the eider ducks and unique flora. 
We continue our journey north 
and will cross the Arctic Circle 
tonight when we will raise a glass 
in the midnight sun when passing 
the island of Vikingen.

Day 12 Lofoten Islands & 
Trollfjorden. This morning we 
arrive in the Lofoten Archipelago, 
an enchanting area of picturesque 
villages with jagged granite 
mountain peaks forming a 

dramatic backdrop. We will have 
a full day tour to explore the 
village and life of these islands. 
We will disembark in the small 
fishing village of Aa and visit the 
local museum before continuing 
to the nearby village of Reine. 
Our next stop will be the village 
of Sund where we will visit the 
blacksmith famous for their forged 
cormorants. We continue to 
the Viking centre at Borg which 
recreates the atmosphere of a 
Viking village with handicrafts, 
buildings and foods typical of 
their time. Our final call will be 
at Henningsvaer, a group of 
islands spread out of the waters 
of Vestfjord. Here we explore the 
small fishing town and visit the 
Lofoten House Gallery before 
arriving in Svolvaer where the ship 
has sailed to meet us. 

Day 13 Tromso to London. 
Disembark this morning and 
transfer to the airport for your 
scheduled flight to London  
via Oslo.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel from Tromso to London, 
12 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house wine, 
beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard 
team, shore excursions, all gratuities, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Ship to Shore: This cruise is not classified as an expedition cruise, however 
Zodiac landing crafts are integral to the operation of the voyage due to 
the small ports we will be visiting where we will be at anchor. In addition to 
transporting passengers ashore on many days, Zodiacs will also be used 
on some days to explore coastlines and fjords.

Flam railway

Lofoten cathedral

Olden

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

 £4495   
£4695   
£4995   
£5250   
£5500   
£5750   
£6295   
£6295   
£4495   
£4695   
£7045   
£7495  

 £4295   
£4495   
£4795   
£5050   
£5300   
£5550   
£6095   
£6095   
£4295   
£4495   
£6845   
£7295  

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy
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Land of the Ice Bear
An expedition exploring the Svalbard Archipelago
18th to 30th July & 7th to 20th August* 2016 

Few places remain in the world where you can be assured 
that nature in its purest form will provide highlight after 

unexpected highlight. The region beyond Norway’s North 
Cape is without doubt such a wilderness. The Svalbard 
Archipelago and the island of Spitsbergen especially, is an 
astonishing place of glacial landscapes and endless horizons 
with lingering twilight located just 600 miles from the North 
Pole. Exotic and remote this archipelago lies almost as far 
north as there is land on our globe.  
 
Join us aboard the MS Serenissima as we explore Spitsbergen’s 
magnificent fjords, spectacular and vast glaciers, a tundra 
landscape miraculously dotted with wild flowers and sheer 
cliffs as well as some historic sites of early explorers. Despite 
such stunning scenery, for many the most striking aspect of 
our expedition will be the extraordinary abundance of wildlife 
we hope to encounter including large colonies of walrus on 
beaches and passing ice floes, the amazing seabird cliffs of the 
offshore islands, Arctic foxes and of course the elusive polar 
bear of which there are somewhere between 3000 and 4000  
in the region. 
 
Using the MS Serenissima as our moving base camp we shall 
visit remote seabird islands and our fleet of Zodiacs will allow 
forays ashore to otherwise inaccessible places. Our onboard 
expedition team know the region well and their knowledge 
will contribute much to our understanding with daily briefings 
and a series of lectures. Although we set sail with a planned 
schedule, experience of past expeditions in the region has 
proven that in order to achieve the most with our time, 
flexibility is crucial and changes to the itinerary will be made 
following a local reconnaissance, a change in the weather, ice 
conditions or wildlife sightings. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Tromso. Fly by 
scheduled flight via Oslo. Arrive 
this evening and transfer to the 
MS Serenissima. Set sail this 
evening.

Days 2 & 3 North Cape. We will 
spend a day and a half taking 
a close look at the magnificent 
landscape of the area known as 
Finnmark. This wilderness area is 
home to many thousands of Sami 
people and during our time in 
the region we will learn of their 
unique lifestyle and culture. There 
will be the opportunity to explore 
the wildlife and scenery on foot 
and by Zodiac. The deeply carved 
fjords and unspoiled islands of this 
little-known area are just perfect 
for expedition cruising. Using 
our Zodiacs we hope to explore 
the magnificent bird cliffs at 
Gjesvaerstappen Island, home to 
thousands of gannets, guillemots, 
puffins and razorbills. We will 
round the North Cape and see the 
monument erected on top of the 
307 metre cliff of Mageroya Island 
and from the port of Skarsvag 
drive to the North Cape Plateau.

Day 4 Bear Island. Spend the 
morning cruising through the rich 
waters of the Barents Sea looking 
out for minke and humpback 
whales, dolphins and sea birds. 
At lunchtime we will approach 

Bear Island. For nearly three 
centuries, Bear Island, which sits 
half way between the North Cape 
and Svalbard was the home of a 
major Barents Sea whaling station. 
Today, thousands of fulmars, 
kittiwakes, murres, dovekies and 
multiple varieties of gulls make 
their home on the jagged cliffs 
and rocky pinnacles that rise 
vertically from the sea, often 
enshrouded in a mystical fog. 
With our Zodiacs we will cruise 
along the eroded cliffs and make 
a landing for a tundra walk among 
seasonal Arctic wild flowers and 
search for Arctic fox.

Bear Island

Bear close up

Svalbard
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Land of the Ice Bear
An expedition exploring the Svalbard Archipelago
18th to 30th July & 7th to 20th August* 2016 

*Please note that the August departure operates in the reverse direction to that shown, from Longyearbyen and is one night 
longer as the itinerary includes an overnight hotel stay in Oslo on the outbound journey. Full itinerary can be viewed online.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 12 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house 
wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, overnight hotel in Oslo for August 2016 departure only, use 
of Parka Jackets and rubber boots which will be available onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team, shore excursions, 
gratuities, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer
1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

£5195
£5395
£5695
£5995
£6295
£6695
£7095
£7095
£5195
£5395
£6995
£7795

£4995
£5195
£5495
£5795
£6095
£6495
£6895
£6895
£4995
£5195
£6795
£7595

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy

Brochure price
18th to 30th July

Special offer
£5095
£5295
£5595
£5895
£6195
£6595
£6995
£6995
£5095
£5295
£6885
£7295

£4895
£5095
£5395
£5695
£5995
£6395
£6795
£6795
£4895
£5095
£6685
£7095

7th to 20th August*

Days 5 to 12 Spitsbergen 
– Expedition Cruising. Our 
itinerary for the next eight days 
will be flexible and overseen 
by our experienced Expedition 
Leader and Captain allowing us 
to take advantage of the local 
ice conditions and maximise 
our chances to see the flora and 
fauna of the region as well some 
historical sites and of course with 
good fortune spot some polar 
bears. The following summary of 
our time in Spitsbergen is simply 
therefore just an overview of some 
of the places we hope to include. 

Hornsund Fjord, is a bay to the 
south of Longyearbyen where we 
can cruise along stunning glaciers 
which wind their way down to the 
sea. Send a postcard from Ny 
Alesund, the world’s northernmost 
settlement which was founded 
in 1916 as a coal mining centre. 
Here, Svalbard reindeer roam 
through the town and Arctic terns 
nest along the roads. At Danskoya 
we will learn of two of the most 
courageous attempts to reach 
the North Pole which started from 
this island and we will be guided 
around the site which is littered 
with remnants from the heroic 
era. At nearby Amsterdamoya 
we will learn about the whaling 
activities founded here in 1617.  

On Nordaustlandet we can cruise 
along a massive icecap stretching 
down to the sea where it forms 
a long glacier front intersected 
by hundreds of melt-waterfalls. 
This is a favourite area for seals, 
and where there are seals, we 
hope there are bears. Separating 
Spitsbergen from Nordaustlandet, 

the nutritious waters of the 
Hinlopen Strait are ideal conditions 
for harp and ringed seals as well 
a large concentrations of seabirds 
including a colony of 300,000 
pairs of guillemots at Alkefjellet. 
On Edgeoya, the third largest 
island in the archipelago, we can 
explore the tundra with good 

chances of seeing walrus, arctic 
fox and reindeer. We end our 
journey sailing to the capital of 
Longyearbyen.

Day 13 Longyearbyen to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London via Oslo.

Walrus
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Polar Bear Quest
An exploration of Spitsbergen 
29th July to 8th August 2016 

Escape with us to a land of glacier-coated fjords, beautiful 
bays, spectacular landscapes and abundant wildlife  

as we explore Spitsbergen from the comfort of the  
MS Serenissima. Using the fleet of onboard Zodiacs, we will 
go ashore on beaches covered by massive walrus, visit bird 
cliffs, hike across the tundra which is miraculously dotted 
with wild flowers, cruise along glacier fronts and with good 
fortune spot polar bears, the King of the Arctic.  
 
Exploring Spitsbergen’s nature, fauna and cultural heritage, 
we will visit sites where few people have set foot in one 
of the largest remaining wilderness areas in the Northern 
Hemisphere. Seabirds such as ivory gulls, guillemots, 
fulmars and kittiwakes will be our constant companions 
during our expedition and we will also looks out for puffins 
and little auks which nest here in their millions. Taking full 
advantage of the long daylight hours we will embark on 
numerous Zodiac excursions to view the profuse wildlife up 
close accompanied by our expert expedition team who will 
enhance the experience immeasurably with their in-depth 
knowledge of this pristine archipelago.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight hotel accommodation 
in Oslo on a bed and breakfast basis, welcome drink in Oslo, nine nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house wine, beer and 
soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team, 
shore excursions, use of Parka Jackets and rubber boots which will be available 
onboard gratuities, transfers, port taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

£4295
£4495
£4795
£5095
£5395
£5795
£6195
£6195
£4295
£4495
£5895
£6295

£4095
£4295
£4595
£4895
£5195
£5595
£5995
£5995
£4095
£4295
£5695
£6095

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Oslo. Fly by 
scheduled flight. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to our 
centrally located hotel for an 
overnight stay. The remainder of 
the day is free for independent 
exploration before we meet tonight 
for a welcome drink in the hotel.

Day 2 Oslo to Longyearbyen. After 
breakfast in the hotel we transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled 
flight to Longyearbyen. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and 
set sail this evening.

Days 3 to 10 Spitsbergen 
– Expedition Cruising. Our 
itinerary for the next eight days 
will be flexible and overseen 

by our experienced Expedition 
Leader and Captain allowing us 
to take advantage of the local 
ice conditions and maximise 
our chances to see the flora and 
fauna of the region as well some 
historical sites and of course with 
good fortune spot some polar 
bears. The following summary of 
our time in Spitsbergen is simply 
therefore just an overview of some 
of the places we hope to include. 

Hornsund Fjord, is a bay to the 
south of Longyearbyen where we 
can cruise along stunning glaciers 
which wind their way down to the 
sea. Send a postcard from Ny 
Alesund, the world’s northernmost 
settlement which was founded 

in 1916 as a coal mining centre. 
Here, Svalbard reindeer roam 
through the town and Arctic terns 
nest along the roads. At Danskoya 
we will learn of two of the most 
courageous attempts to reach 
the North Pole which started from 
this island and we will be guided 
around the site which is littered 
with remnants from the heroic 
era. At nearby Amsterdamoya 
we will learn about the whaling 
activities founded here in 1617.  
On Nordaustlandet we can cruise 
along a massive icecap stretching 
down to the sea where it forms 
a long glacier front intersected 
by hundreds of melt-waterfalls. 
This is a favourite area for seals, 
and where there are seals, we 
hope there are bears. Separating 
Spitsbergen from Nordaustlandet, 
the nutritious waters of the 

Hinlopen Strait are ideal conditions 
for harp and ringed seals as well 
a large concentrations of seabirds 
including a colony of 300 000 
pairs of guillemots at Alkefjellet. 
On Edgeoya, the third largest 
island in the archipelago, we can 
explore the tundra with good 
chances of seeing walrus, arctic 
fox and reindeer. We end our 
journey sailing to the capital of 
Longyearbyen.

Day 11 Longyearbyen to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London via Oslo.Svalbard reindeer

Tundra, Svalbard
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Polar Bear Quest
An exploration of Spitsbergen 
29th July to 8th August 2016 

Polar bears on ice
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The Norwegian Fjords in Late Summer 
An exploration of the ‘Land of the Midnight Sun’ from Tromso to London
20th August to 2nd September 2016 

ANorwegian coastal voyage offers the traveller scenery 
on epic scale, together with a wonderful feeling of 

peace and tranquility. The immense size of the fjords and the 
timeless quality of scenes that have changed little in the past 
centuries create a unique atmospehere that can be particularly 
enjoyed from the comfort of the MS Serenissima.  
 
With just 100 travelling companions, the atmosphere is more 
akin to a private yacht trip and ashore with our local experts 
we will divide into small groups thereby enjoying a more 
comprehensive and peaceful experience.  
 
An added advantage to this late summer exploration of Norway 
is that we have the benefit of sailing down the coast of the 
British Isles visiting the Shetland Islands, Eyemouth and 
Whitby on our way to Tilbury where our voyage concludes.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London Heathrow to 
Tromso. Fly by scheduled flight via 
Oslo. Arrive and transfer to the MS 
Serenissima and sail this evening.

Day 2 Vesteralen Islands & 
Trollfjorden. This morning we 
explore the Vesteralen Islands, 
an archipelago offering a diverse 
abundance of wildlife. Our 
schedule for the morning will be 
kept flexible as we use our ship to 
search for whales. Due to the rich 
nutrients in this area there is an 
excellent chance that we will see 
sperm whales and if we are lucky 
we also hope to see minke whales 
and orcas. Whilst cruising we will 
pass Bleiksoya, a small triangle-
shaped island just off the village 
of Bleik where we will find the 
largest concentration of puffins 
in the whole of Norway with 
80,000 pairs. We also hope to see 
kittiwakes, cormorants, razorbills, 
guillemots and sea eagles and 
if weather permits will use the 
Zodiacs to explore closer. We will 
end our day sailing through the 
beautiful, narrow and steep sided 
Trollfjorden enjoying the birdlife, 
waterfalls and dramatic scenery.

Day 3 Lofoten Islands. This 
morning we arrive in the Lofoten 
Archipelago, an enchanting 
area of picturesque villages with 
jagged granite mountain peaks 
forming a dramatic backdrop. 
We will have a full day tour to 
explore the village and life of 

these islands. We will disembark in 
Svolvaer this morning and drive to 
Henningsvaer fishing village where 
we will visit the Lofoten House 
Gallery. Continue to the Viking 
Centre at Borg where we enjoy 
a local lunch before continuing 
to Sund where we will visit the 
blacksmiths famous for their 
forged cormorants. Our last stop 
is at the village of Reine before 
driving to Aa where the ship has 
sailed to meet us.

Day 4 Torghatten. During 
breakfast Mount Torghatten, one 

we continue on foot to the great 
cascade of water, which rushes 
from beneath the Briksdal Glacier. 
Spend the afternoon at leisure 
in the village before enjoying an 
evening cruising along Nordfjord. 

Day 7 Dalsfjord & Bygstad.  
Dalsfjord lies at the heart of 
Western Norway with its starkly 
contrasting fjord scenery, half way 
between Bergen and Alesund. 
This little known fjord arm has a 
gentler landscape where powerful 
and diverse watercourses have 
left their impression on the 
scenery and settlements. Today’s 
tour will take us through this 
beautiful environment and over 
to Sunnfjord with its magnificent 
waterfalls and mountains. We will 
visit Sunnfjord Museum, which 
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of the most famous landmarks 
on the Norwegian coast will 
come into view. A fairly strenuous 
optional walk will take you to the 
‘hole’ in the mountain which has 
been eroded by the sea. For those 
wishing to have a more relaxing 
morning our naturalists with lead 
some gentler walks along the 
water’s edge. Return to the 
MS Serenissima for lunch 
and a relaxing afternoon 
at sea.

Day 5 Alesund & Runde. 
Arrive today at Alesund, 
recently voted the most beautiful 
town in Norway. It is a great place 
to spend a morning exploring the 
streets with their Art Nouveau 
buildings or for the more active 
a walk up Mount Aksla taking 
the 418 steps for magnificent 
views of the town, islands and 
Sunnmore Alps. After lunch we 
cruise by the bird cliffs at Runde 
one of the largest nesting cliffs in 
Norway and home to half a million 
birds. More than 240 different 
species have been observed 
here including puffins, gannets, 
razorbills and Northern Fulmar.  

Day 6 Olden and Nordfjord. Here 
we find the very essence of the 
fjord country, with many sided 
fjords, waterfalls and lakes. This 
morning we will drop anchor and 
travel up the beautiful Olden 
Valley and where the road ends 

Olden
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provides an insight into how life 
was in local settlements in the 
mid-1800s, before taking a scenic 
drive to the region known as ‘the 
waterfall country’ stopping at the 
Huldefossen and Likholefossen 
waterfalls and returning via the 
Hestadfjord where we find the 
19th century Hestad Church 
located in idyllic surroundings.

Day 8 Sognefjorden & 
Naerofjorden. We spend today 
enjoying spectacular fjord scenery 
from aboard the MS Serenissima. 
Sognefjorden, Norway’s longest 
and deepest fjord extends more 
than 200 kilometres inland and 
is surrounded by three national 
parks. Here we will see thundering 
waterfalls, glacier arms stretching 
down into green valleys and 
many small farms clinging to the 
mountainside. We will continue 
to the UNESCO World Heritage 
site of Naerofjorden, one of the 
many fjord arms of Sognefjord 
and considered one of the most 
dramatic. If time and weather 
permits we will drop the Zodiacs 
to find a suitable landing.

Day 9 Flam. This morning we 
will embark on one of the most 
dramatic train rides in Europe. 
The Flam Railway is only 20 
kilometres long but a masterpiece 
of engineering. The train climbs 
up from sea-level to 867 metres 
during these 20 kilometres, 
crossing back and forth across 
rivers and through 20 tunnels. To 
allow you to view the magnificent 
scenery the train will proceed 
slowly and even stop at the 
Kjosfossen Waterfall where you 
may leave the train to take a closer 
look or take some pictures. At 
Vatnahalsen we will leave the train 
and walk from the station to the 
Mountain Hotel where there will 
be time to relax and take a walk 
before re-boarding the train back 
to Flam. After lunch onboard, 
enjoy a little free time in Flam 

before an evening sailing back 
along the scenic fjords. 

Day 10 Bergen. Our final call in 
Norway is the lovely fjord capital 
of Bergen. A guided excursion 
will include King Hakon’s Hall, the 
Rosenkrantz Tower and St. Mary`s 
Church which was built around 1170 
and is one of the finest examples 
of Romanesque architecture 
in Norway. We will continue to 
Troldhaugen, the home of Norway’s 
most famous composer, Edvard 
Greig where we explore the house 
and gardens before enjoying a 
private concert of his music. We 
return to the ship via the Hanseatic 
Quarters of “Bryggen” and this 
afternoon cruise towards the 
Shetland Islands.

Day 11 Lerwick, Scotland. 
During breakfast we arrive in the 
Shetland Islands and the port of 
Lerwick. Discover the historic port 
this morning with the chance to 
wander through its narrow stone 
lanes. You may wish to visit the 
excellent Shetland Museum, 
containing historical artefacts 
from the Neolithic period, Viking 
memorabilia and items from 
the whaling era whilst the Boat 
Shed showcases the islands 
important maritime heritage and 
we can learn about the traditional 
techniques used to build and 
repair boats on the site. Return to 
the vessel for lunch and a relaxing 
afternoon spent cruising.

Day 12 Eyemouth. After a morning 
at sea we arrive in the small port 
of Eyemouth where there will be 
a choice of excursions. Either visit 
Abbotsford House, built by Sir 
Walter Scott and set on the banks 
of the River Tweed. The rooms 
have been left virtually untouched 
since his death and our guided 
tour will provide an intimate insight 
into the personality and interests 
of this great man. Time permitting 
we also hope to include a visit 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flight from London to Tromso,  
13 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house wine, 
beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard 
team, shore excursions, all gratuities, transfers, port taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Ship to Shore: This cruise is not classified as an expedition cruise, however 
Zodiac landing crafts are integral to the operation of the voyage due to 
the small ports we will be visiting where we will be at anchor. In addition to 
transporting passengers ashore on many days, Zodiacs will also be used 
on some days to explore coastlines and fjords.

to a cashmere and woollen mill 
on our return journey to the MS 
Serenissima. Alternatively there 
will be the option to visit the St 
Abbs Nature Reserve famous for 
its clamouring seabirds, rugged 
coastline, rich grasslands and 
crystal-clear waters. We will explore 
the reserve taking time at the 
dramatic cliffs which provide a 
spectacular vantage point from 
which to watch thousands of 
nesting seabirds.

Day 13 Whitby, England. This 
morning we will call into Whitby, 
where on the east cliff, the ruins 
of St Hilda’s Abbey dominate 
the skyline. Spend the morning 
exploring this charming fishing 
port which was once an important 
whaling station. It is also the 
town where 18th century explorer 
Captain James Cook lived as an 

apprentice seaman and where 
Lewis Carroll wrote some of his 
work. We will visit the ruins of 
Whitby Abbey and its museum as 
well as the unique parish church of 
St. Mary’s. The Abbey was founded 
in AD 657 by St. Hilda but the 
present ruins date from the 12th to 
the 14th centuries. Take time too 
to enjoy the wonderful panoramic 
views from above the old town 
with its delightful collection of red 
roofed pantile cottages and narrow 
cobbled streets before descending 
to the old town for a walking tour. 
We will enjoy a final afternoon 
relaxing onboard as we continue 
our journey south. 

Day 14 Tilbury. Disembark 
this morning. Transfers will be 
provided to London Victoria 
Coach Station and London 
Heathrow Airport after breakfast. 

Lofoten islands

Briksdal Glacier Whitby Abbey

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

 £4695   
£4995   
£5295   
£5595   
£5995   
£6495   
£6995   
£6995   
£4695   
£4995   
£7495   
£7945  

 £4495   
£4795   
£5095   
£5395   
£5795   
£6295   
£6795   
£6795   
£4495   
£4795   
£7295   
£7745  

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy
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September in the Mediterranean
A voyage of discovery from Andalucia to Malta 
5th to 16th September 2016 

It is difficult to imagine a better time than the month of 
September for cruising in the Mediterranean. Just about 

everything is as perfect as it can be, from the comfortable 
temperatures to the relatively crowd free sites. Join us aboard 
the MS Serenissima for what promises to be an informative 
and relaxing journey and immerse yourself in the artistic, 
historical and cultural gems of the Mediterranean.  
 
Following a two night stay in the wonderful Andalucian city 
of Seville, our voyage will begin from the great maritime 
city of Cadiz from where we continue to Motril to further 
explore the treasures of Moorish Spain during our visit to the 
magnificent Alhambra. From there we have one more call 
on mainland Spain in Cartagena followed by four days spent 
exploring the Balearic Islands and Sardinia before we sail to 
Malta by way of Tunisia.  
 
This itinerary is very much a classic that has been enjoyed over 
the decades but with some interesting variations such as our 
calls into Tunisia and the opportunity to visit the ancient sites 
of El Djem and Carthage. It combines some ‘must see’ sites 
together with some smaller places that are totally unsuitable for 
vessels larger than ours. From Cartagena to Carthage we will 
visit ancient sites and excellent museums and see some of the 
loveliest scenery imaginable, whilst enjoying all the civilised 
comforts of our delightful vessel. We have the added benefit 
of excellent local guides and our knowledgable onboard guest 
speaker who will bring to life all we see.  

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Seville, Spain. 
Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this 
evening and transfer to a centrally 
located hotel for a two night stay. 

Day 2 Seville. During this 
morning’s guided excursion we 
will see one of Seville’s greatest 
monuments, the Alcazar with its 
exotic terraced garden. Built by 
the Moors in the 14th century 
it is still used as a residence by 
the King of Spain. Also see the 
Christian Cathedral, reputed to be 
the largest Gothic style church in 
the world. This afternoon will be at 
leisure for individual exploration. 
Though not a city of great long 
vistas, its beauty is in the dense 
centre which subtly unfolds as 
you wend your way around the 
narrow streets and small plazas. 
This evening we will enjoy an 
exclusive Flamenco performance 
at the Museo del Baile Flamenco 
followed by a visit of the museum 
before dinner in a local restaurant.

Day 3 Cadiz. After breakfast in the 
hotel we will drive to Cadiz, a city 
which is located on a peninsula 
jutting out into a bay, and is 
almost entirely surrounded by 
water. It is the oldest surviving city 
in Spain and was founded by the 
Phoenicians in 1100 BC and later 
occupied by the Carthaginians, 

Romans, Visigoths and Moors. 
Today a narrow bridge is the 
only connection between the city 
and the mainland. Whilst on our 
guided tour we will discover the 
most beautiful monuments and 
landmarks of the city including 
the Mudejar-style tobacco factory, 
Santo Domingo Church, the Santa 
Catalina Fortress and finally the 
Cathedral of Cadiz and Diocesan 
Museum in the old city. Later 
this afternoon we will transfer to 
the MS Serenissima and embark 
before sailing this evening.

Day 4 Motril for Alhambra. Motril 
is our base today for our visit to 
the UNESCO World Heritage 
listed Alhambra, one of the finest 
examples of Moorish culture, 
art and architecture. Alhambra’s 
construction began in the 11th 
century on the red hill known 
as Assabika which overlooks 
Granada. The Alcazaba fortress 
was the first structure to be built, 
followed by the royal palace 
and residence of members of 
the court. We will visit the most 
important halls and courtyards 
of the Alhambra, including the 
Alcazaba Fortress, the Serrallo, 
the Patio of los Arrayanes (Myrtle 
Courtyard), the Hall of la Barca, 

the Salon of the Embajadores 
(Ambassadors Hall), the Patio de 
los Leones (Lions Courtyard), the 
Hall of the Abencerrajes, the Royal 
Baths and the Palace of Charles V. 
Next to the Alhambra, we will also 
visit the sumptuous Generalife 
Gardens, the luxurious summer 
retreat of the Moorish kings of 
Granada. The beautiful gardens 
feature abundant and varied flora 
and stunning water features.

Day 5 Cartagena. This morning 
we arrive in Spain’s main naval 
port of Cartagena. We will enter 
the deep natural harbour through 
two fortified rocky headlands for 
a morning of exploration in this 
historic city that dates back to 
the Phoenicians. The city walls 
remained intact until the 20th 
century, creating a dense historic 
centre. Take the lift or walk up to 
Concepcio Castle for amazing 
views of the city and harbour, view 
the Roman amphitheatre and the 
archaeological site of Molinete 
where work continues to uncover 
the Roman city and later enjoy a 
stroll along the tree-lined harbour 
promenade as we return to the 
MS Serenissima. We will spend a 
relaxing afternoon at sea as we 
cruise to the Balearic Islands.

Alhambra
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A voyage of discovery from Andalucia to Malta 
5th to 16th September 2016 

Day 6 Port de Soller, Mallorca. 
The largest of the Balearic Islands, 
Mallorca has a rich history dating 
back to the Phoenecians when 
it was under control of Carthage 
the principal city at that time, 
before flourishing under Roman 
rule. This morning we anchor off 
the attractive town of Soller from 
where we will take the beautifully 
maintained vintage train that 
connects Soller with Palma. Whilst 
onboard we enjoy splendid 
mountain views of the Serra de 
Tramuntana, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Over the course of 
just seven kilometres the railway 
rises 199 metres and runs through 
thirteen tunnels and crosses several 
bridges. We will return to Soller  
this afternoon for the opportunity 
to enjoy some free time to explore 
the quaint town. Please note that 
we may be at anchor today and 
therefore use the vessel’s Zodiacs 
or local tenders.

Day 7 Mahon, Menorca. Most 
northerly of the Balearics and 
the least dedicated to tourism, 
the island of Menorca offers a 
pastoral countryside, historic 
towns and superb beaches. During 
our guided tour we will see the 
mysterious rock mounds (talayots) 
and megalithic stone monuments 
which were erected some 4000 
years ago. Stroll the streets 
of aristocratic Ciudadela, the 
architectural showpiece of Menorca 
and see the 18th century buildings 
in the island’s capital of Mahon, 
built during the British occupation. 
At the height of British Naval 
superiority in the Mediterranean, 
the island of Menorca featured 
strongly resulting in its capture on 
a number of occasions in the late 
18th century and is an excellent 
example of an English 18th century 
dockyard.

Day 8 Cagliari, Sardinia. After a 
morning at sea arrive in the ancient 
Sardinian capital of Cagliari where 
there will be a choice of excursions 
to choose from. Join the walking 
tour of the old town with its narrow 
streets running along a steep 
hillside during which we will see the 
terraced Piazza del Palazzo and the 
14th century Cathedral of St Cecila. 
Alternatively join the excursion to 
the ruins of Nora which are in a 
lovely setting overlooking the sea. 
Here history can be viewed from 
Bronze Age Nuragic civilisations 
to Roman and Cartaginian in 
well-preserved ruins including 
the remains of a Carthaginian 
warehouse, Roman baths with 
splendid mosaics and a theatre, 
almost completely intact, dating 
from the height of the Empire.

Day 9 Tunis for Carthage, 
Tunisia. From the nearby port 
of La Goulette we drive to the 
Bardo Museum which houses 
some incredible Roman mosaics 
alongside statues, jewellery and 
artefacts. We will enjoy lunch in a 
local restaurant before continuing 
to Carthage which was founded 
in the 8th century BC as a trading 
port and became the centre of the 
ancient Carthaginian civilisation. 
Here we view the Phoenician 
remains of Tophet, the sanctuary 
of the gods Tanit and Baal, the 
Roman amphitheatre as well as 
some interesting monuments from 
the Roman era.

Day 10 Sousse. We continue 
our exploration of Tunisia this 
morning as we arrive in Sousse 
for our excursion to El Djem. 
We will explore its great Roman 
amphitheatre, built in the 3rd 
century A.D. to accommodate 
35,000 spectators. Later, visit 
the excellent museum with its 
collection of mosaics. Return to 
the MS Serenissima for lunch and 
a final relaxing afternoon at sea. 
Maybe join a lecture, enjoy a book 
in the library or find a space on 
deck as we sail to Malta.

Day 11 Valletta, Malta. Arrive this 
morning in the grand harbour 
of Valletta, the 16th century 
“Fortress City” built by the 
knights of St John. Our morning 
tour will include the highlights of 
Valletta with its stunning views 
across the harbour from the 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, two nights hotel accommodation 
in Seville on a bed and breakfast basis, dinner on day 2, lunch on day 3, nine nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft 
drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team including 
guest speaker, shore excursions, all gratuities, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance, dinner on day 1, lunch on day 2.

Carthage, Tunisia

Barakka Gardens. We will explore 
Merchants Street containing the 
surviving auberges built by the 
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, 
together with the palace where 
Napoleon Bonaparte is believed 
to have stayed in 1798. Our final 
stop will be at St John’s Cathedral. 
The barrel vault of the cathedral 
is painted with scenes from the 
life of St. John and the floor is 
inlaid with the glittering tombs 
of 400 Knights. Chapels around 
the sides belong to the different 
“tongues” of the Order, and in the 
oratory is Caravaggio’s intensely 
moving picture, “The Beheading 

of St. John”. Return to the MS 
Serenissima for lunch and this 
afternoon you can choose to 
either relax onboard, return to 
Valletta or join a tour to Mdina 
which was originally given the 
name of “Citta Nobile” and is now 
known as the “Silent City”. Mdina 
is Phoenician in origin and was 
the fortified capital of the island 
before the arrival of the Knights. 

Day 12 Malta to London. 
Disembark this morning and 
transfer to the airport for your 
scheduled flight to London.

Port de Soller, Mallorca

Reales Alcazares garden, Seville

Valletta, Malta

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

 £3895   
£4195   
£4495   
£4695   
£5095   
£5295   
£5795   
£5795   
£3895   
£4095   
£6145   
£6595  

 £3695   
£3995   
£4295   
£4495   
£4895   
£5095   
£5595   
£5595   
£3695   
£3895   
£5945   
£6395  

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy
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Circumnavigation of Sicily
An in-depth exploration of the wonders of Sicily 
16th to 25th September 2016

The island of Sicily has an incredible wealth of treasures 
and a geography which lends itself beautifully to 

exploration by sea with most points of interest located close to 
the coast. Owing to its benevolent climate and superb strategic 
position, Sicily has been coveted, fought over and colonised 
numerous times with the Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, 
Arabs, Normans, Byzantines and Bourbons having all made 
their mark. With our circumnavigation of the island aboard 
the MS Serenissima we have the luxury of time allowing us 
to explore at a relaxing pace Sicily’s rich heritage which is the 
result of so many invading civilisations. 
 
From magnificent Doric temples to great Byzantine cathedrals 
and bizarrely styled villas, Sicily has a wealth of treasures 
to explore and we have timed our voyage in September 
when the crowds of summer will have departed and the 
temperatures will be pleasant for our guided tours.  During 
our circumnavigation we will visit the stunning Greek theatre 
at Taormina, the superbly well-preserved Greek temples 
of Segesta and the Valle dei Templi, the Norman Royal 
Palace and Palatine Chapel in Palermo, Byzantine Monreale 
Cathedral, the Roman mosaics of Villa Romana di Casale and 
the beautiful Baroque villages of Noto and Ragusa. Local 
guides and our onboard guest speaker will contribute greatly 
to your enjoyment and understanding of Sicily.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Malta. Fly 
by scheduled flight. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the MS 
Serenissima which will be moored 
in Valletta.

Day 2 Noto & Ragusa, Sicily. Our 
first call in Sicily is the southern 
coast port of Pozzallo from where 
we will explore the Baroque 
villages of Noto and Ragusa. 
Our morning tour will visit the 
beautiful antique town of Noto 
which was built in 1703. Here we 
will see numerous 18th century 
palaces of incredible architectural 
value including the Duomo, the 
Museo Civico and the Convento 
dei Francescani. We return to 
the vessel for lunch and this 
afternoon you can either choose 
to relax onboard in Pozzallo or 
join a tour to charming Ragusa, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Here we visit the Duomo and 
Baroque palaces in Ibla before 
visiting the upper town, San 
Giovanni Cathedral and Church 
of Santa Maria delle Scale.

Day 3 Piazza Armerina. From the 
port of Licata we will drive inland 
to what is regarded as the finest 
Roman site on Sicily. The imperial 
Roman Villa of Casale is located 
close to Piazza Armerina amidst 
wooded rolling countryside. 
This huge villa was built in 
the 3rd century and features 
some stunning floor mosaics. 
Later, explore the Medieval 
centre of Piazza Armerina, see 
the Aragonese Castle and 
the Romanesque Church of 
Sant’Andrea. After our tour we 
will enjoy a Sicilian lunch in a local 
farmhouse complemented by local 
wines before returning to the MS 
Serenissima this afternoon.

Day 4 Agrigento. Although 
handsome in its own right and 
awash with Medieval atmosphere, 
Agrigento is not our main reason 
for calling at this southern 
coast port. Close by, is the Valle 
dei Templi, a series of Doric 
temples, the most captivating 
of Sicilian Greek remains and a 
grouping unique outside Greece. 

Surrounded in greenery 
of olive and almond 
trees, admire the 
Temple of Hera, the 
Temple of Concord, 
the Dioscuri Temple, the 
Temple of Olympic Jove and 
the Temple of Hercules. After 
lunch onboard, this afternoon 
is at leisure for you to relax 
onboard or explore Agrigento 
independently making use of the 
shuttles which will run from the 
port to the town and the excellent 
archaeological museum which is 
well worth a visit.

Day 5 Erice & Segesta. Trapani 
was the landing point for Peter of 
Aragon in 1282 to start the Spanish 
occupation of Sicily and is our base 
for a day of exploration today. From 
the port we will travel to the nearby 
town of Erice, famed in antiquity 
for its temple dedicated to the 
goddess of love, the Phoenician 
Astarte, Greek Aphrodite or Roman 
Venus. Our guided tour will take us 
to this stunning site high above the 
sea and to the beautifully preserved 
Medieval town. After lunch we 
continue to Segesta to view one 
of the grandest Doric monuments 
to survive, the unfinished temple 
dating from 424 B.C. which sits 
atop a hill from which you can enjoy 
excellent views of the countryside 
and distant coastline.

Day 6 Palermo & Cefalu. 
After breakfast today we will 
tour Palermo, famous for its 

jumbled and picturesque streets 
punctuated with ornate Baroque 
churches, domed Arab mosques, 
and the glittering Byzantine 
mosaics that reveal a unique and 
diverse heritage. We visit the 
impressive 12th-century cathedral 
and the Palatine Chapel in the 
Norman castle. Our tour will 
finish at the remarkable Medieval 
mosaics in the cathedral at 
Monreale. This afternoon is free 
to explore Palermo independently 
or maybe join an excursion to 
Cefalu. Cefalu is of Greek origin; 
its name, meaning “head,” derives 
from its perch on a precipitous 
rocky headland. A walking tour will 
include the splendid Norman-
Arab Cathedral, begun in 1131 
and famous for its mosaics, 
including a superb image of 
Christ Pantocrator. We also visit 
a Medieval wash-house and the 
Osterio Magno, the 11th-century 
residence of King Ruggiero II. 
Enjoy some free time to explore 
this photographic town before we 
return to Palermo.

Syracuse
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Archaeological Zone and include 
the well preserved spectacular 
15,000 seat Greek theatre. Paradise 
quarry is now an attractive garden 
and orange grove but was the 
primary source of limestone and 
the site is famous for the curious 
‘Dionysus Ear’, a vast grotto with 
an amplifying resonance. We then 
continue to the old town to the 
remains of the Temple of Apollo, 
the Fountain of Arethusa and the 
Temple of Athena which is located 
in the cathedral. Return to the ship 
for lunch and this afternoon is free 
for further independent exploration 
through the maze of atmospheric 
streets and piazzas.

Day 10 Malta to London. 
Disembark this morning and 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London.

For those who 
would like to 
enjoy some time 
in Malta before 
embarking the 

MS Serenissima we are offering a 
three night pre-cruise extension 
staying at the Phoenecia Hotel (or 
similar) on a breakfast only basis. 
Our extension includes a half-day 
island tour during which we will 
visit the “silent city” of Mdina and 
the rest of your time can be spent 
exploring independently. Also 
included are airport to hotel and 
hotel to vessel transfers.

prices per person based  
on double occupancy
Twin: £395 Single: £495

Malta 
pre-cruise extension

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, nine nights aboard the  
MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team including guest 
speaker, shore excursions, all gratuities, transfers, port taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Day 7 Giardini Naxos for Taormina. 
We anchor this morning in Giardini 
Naxos, the oldest Greek settlement 
in Sicily which dates from 735 
BC and our base for our visit to 
Taormina, a walled town lying 
the shadow of Mt Etna. Popular 
since the 19th century as a holiday 
resort it nevertheless has some 
truly impressive sites including 
the Greek Theatre from where 
there are marvellous views over 
the town and coast. After our tour 
you can choose to either return 
to the MS Serenissima for lunch 
followed by an afternoon in Giardini 
Naxos to explore the small town 
independently, relax on the local 
beach or remain in Taormina before 
joining our shuttle bus back to 
the vessel later in the afternoon. 
Please note that the vessel will be at 
anchor today and Zodiacs or local 
tenders will be used.

Day 8 Catania. We have a 
morning to explore Catania which 
lies in the shadow of Mount 
Etna. The architecture here is 
particularly impressive but a 
little forbidding being mainly 
constructed from black lava stone 
from Mount Etna. On a morning 
walking tour we will see the 
magnificent Piazza del Duomo 
which is a World Heritage Site, 
St Agatha’s Cathedral and the 
imposing 13th century Castello 
Ursino. Return to the vessel for 
lunch and a relaxing afternoon 
sailing to Syracuse where we will 
arrive in the late afternoon. Maybe 
enjoy a pre-dinner stroll from our 
central mooring location.

Day 9 Syracuse. Syracuse once 
rivalled Athens as the largest and 
most beautiful city in the Greek 
world. Our tour will begin in the 

Erice

Piazza Armerina

Taormina

Agrigento

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

 £3695   
£3895   
£4195   
£4495   
£4795   
£5295   
£5795   
£5795   
£3695   
£3895   
£5845   
£6295  

 £3495   
£3695   
£3995   
£4295   
£4595   
£5095   
£5595   
£5595   
£3495   
£3695   
£5645   
£6095  

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy
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Cagliari

Sicilian and Sardinian Odyssey
An exploration of Italy’s two main islands
25th September to 5th October 2016

Here is a unique opportunity to explore both Sicily and 
Sardinia, the Mediterranean’s two largest islands in 

comfort from aboard the MS Serenissima. A cruise combining 
an in-depth look at both islands is a rarity but with so much 
to offer, we have included almost an equal amount of time on 
each island. Both islands feature a magnificent array of ancient 
ruins and attractive towns and villages which we will visit 
during our guided excursions whilst we have also allowed for 
time to be spent exploring independently. 
 
Sailing from Malta, our voyage begins with us navigating the 
island of Sicily, exploring its coasts to the east and north on 
a magical mix of ancient history, intriguing cities, towns and 
timeless landscapes. With a history of some 3000 years, this 
gem of an island has witnessed wave after wave of invasions 
bringing new cultures and ideas which has resulted in some 
lofty and noble architecture from magnificent Doric temples to 
great Byzantine cathedrals and bizarrely styled villas.  
 
After our time spent in Sicily we sail across to Sardinia for 
our exploration which begins in the ancient city of Cagliari. 
Scattered around the island are 7000 nuraghi, Bronze 
Age towers, settlements and tombs and we will have the 
opportunity to visit the wonderful ruins of Nora which are in 
a lovely setting overlooking the sea and from our mooring 
in Oristano we will also explore the ruins of ancient Tharros 
which date from the 8th century BC. Turning our attention 
to more modern events we will visit Isla Maddalena where 
the superb anchorage was used by Nelson to shelter his fleet 
during the long blockade of Toulon from 1803 to 1805 and 
gift which he presented to the locals are still on display. 

ITALY

MALTA

SICILY

SARDINIA
Cagliari

Isla San Pietro

Alghero

Isla Maddalena

Olbia

Oristano

Trapani

Ustica

Syracuse
Giardini NaxosTaormina

Noto

Cefalu
Palermo

Rome

Day 1 London to Malta. Fly by 
scheduled flight. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the  
MS Serenissima. Enjoy the 
remainder of the day at leisure 
before we sail this evening.

Day 2 Syracuse & Noto, Sicily. 
Syracuse once rivalled Athens as 
the largest and most beautiful city 
in the Greek world and our tour 
will begin in the Archaeological 
Zone and include the well 
preserved, spectacular 15 000 
seat Greek theatre. Paradise 
quarry is now an attractive garden 
and orange grove but was the 
primary source of limestone and 
the site is famous for the curious 
‘Dionysus Ear’, a vast grotto with 
an amplifying resonance. We 
then continue to the old town 
to the remains of the Temple of 
Apollo, the Fountain of Arethusa 
and the Temple of Athena which 
is located in the cathedral. After 
lunch onboard this afternoon 
is free either for independent 
exploration through the maze of 
atmospheric streets and piazzas or 
alternatively join an excursion to 
the beautiful town of Noto where 
we will see numerous 18th century 
palaces of incredible architectural 
value including the Duomo, the 
Museo Civico and the Convento 
dei Francescani.

Day 3 Giardini Naxos for 
Taormina. We anchor this morning 
in Giardini Naxos, the oldest 
Greek settlement in Sicily dating 
from 735 BC and our base for our 
visit to Taormina, a walled town 
lying the shadow of Mount Etna. 
Popular since the 19th century as 
a holiday resort it nevertheless has 
some impressive sites including 
the Greek Theatre from where 
there are marvellous views over 
the town and coast. After our tour 
you can choose to either return 
to the MS Serenissima for lunch 
and enjoy an afternoon in Giardini 
Naxos exploring the small town 
or relaxing on the local beach, or 
stay independently in Taormina for 
lunch and free time before joining 
our shuttle bus back to the ship 
in the afternoon. Please note that 
the vessel will be at anchor today 
and Zodiacs or local tenders will 
be used.

Day 4 Ustica & Palermo.  
This morning we anchor off the 
small volcanic island of Ustica, 
situated 60 kilometres off the 
northern Sicilian coast. The volcanic 
landscape and roadsides are 
brightened by hibiscus bushes, the 
jagged coastline is punctuated with 
dramatic caves and grottoes and 
the surrounding waters are rich in 
corals and fish and protected as a 
Marine National Park. We will enjoy 
time to explore the pretty town 
built around the harbour and well 
off the usual tourist route. Over 
lunch we sail to Palermo arriving in 
the late afternoon. After an early 
dinner onboard we will attend a 
private concert this evening in one 
of the city’s palaces. Please note 
that the vessel will be at anchor 
today and Zodiacs or local tenders 
will be used.

Day 5 Palermo & Cefalu. After 
breakfast we will begin our guided 
tour of Palermo, famous for its 
jumbled and picturesque streets 
punctuated with ornate Baroque 
churches, domed Arab mosques 
and the glittering Byzantine 
mosaics that reveal a unique and 
diverse heritage. We visit the 
impressive 12th century cathedral 
and the Palatine Chapel in the 
Norman castle. Our tour will 
end at the remarkable Medieval 
mosaics in the cathedral at 
Monreale. This afternoon is free 
to explore Palermo independently 
or maybe join an excursion to 
Cefalu. Cefalu is of Greek origin; 
its name, meaning “head,” derives 
from its perch on a precipitous 
rocky headland. A walking tour will 
include the splendid Norman-
Arab Cathedral which was begun 
in 1131 and famous for its mosaics, 
including a superb image of 
Christ Pantocrator. We also visit 
a Medieval wash-house and the 
Osterio Magno, the 11th-century 
residence of King Ruggiero II. 

Day 6 Trapani. Trapani was the 
landing point for Peter of Aragon in 

The Itinerary
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Sicilian and Sardinian Odyssey
An exploration of Italy’s two main islands
25th September to 5th October 2016

1282 to start the Spanish occupation 
of Sicily and is our base for the 
day. From the port we travel to 
the nearby town of Erice, famed in 
antiquity for its temple dedicated to 
the goddess of love, the Phoenician 
Astarte, Greek Aphrodite or Roman 
Venus. A tour will take us to this 
stunning site high above the sea 
and to the beautifully preserved 
Medieval town. We will return to the 
vessel for lunch and enjoy a relaxing 
afternoon at sea as we cruise to 
Sardinia.

Day 7 Cagliari, Sardinia. This 
morning enjoy a walking tour of 
Cagliari, an ancient city which 
dates back to the Phoenicians 
and Romans. Stroll around the 
old town with its narrow streets 
running along a steep hillside. See 
the terraced Piazza del Palazzo 
and the 14th century Cathedral of 
St Cecila. After lunch, either relax 
onboard or ashore in Cagliari or 
join the excursion to the ruins of 
Nora which are in a lovely setting 
overlooking the sea. Here history 
can be viewed from Bronze Age 
Nuragic civilisations to Roman and 
Carthaginian in well preserved 
ruins including the remains of a 
Carthaginian warehouse, Roman 
baths with splendid mosaics and a 
theatre, almost completely intact, 
dating from the height of the 
Empire.

Day 8 Isla San Pietro & Oristano. 
Over breakfast we arrive at Isola 
di San Pietro, situated seven 
kilometres from the main island 
of Sardinia and the pretty port 
of Carloforte where we will have 
some time to wander through the 
cobbled streets of the historical 
centre. In the early afternoon 

we arrive in Oristano, our base 
for an excursion to Tharros and 
San Giovanni. The ancient town 
of Tharros was erected by the 
Phoenicians in the 8th century 
BC on the ruins of a Nuraghic 
settlement. In the 6th century BC 
it became a Punic stronghold and 
trading centre and grew further 
in importance under the Romans. 
The site still shows chamber and 
cremation burial grounds, temples 
and Roman baths together with 
buildings belonging to the early 
Christian period. The Church of 
San Giovanni di Sinis is a small 
early Christian structure of the sixth 
century AD and one of the oldest in 
Sardinia. Please note that the vessel 
will be at anchor today and Zodiacs 
or local tenders will be used.

Day 9 Alghero. This morning 
we will leave Alghero on a 
panoramic drive to Nuraghe 
Palmavera. The main tower of 
the Nuraghe, which still has its 
dome shaped ceiling, dates back 
to 1100 years BC. The complex, 
which was abandoned in the 5th 
century BC, due to fire shows the 
different phases of social life and 
political organisation of the tribal 
community. After lunch onboard 
the afternoon is free for you to 
explore the town independently or 
visit one of the nearby beaches to 
relax or enjoy a swim.

Day 10 Isla Maddalena & 
Olbia. In 1789 Napoleon, then a 
young artillery commander was 
thwarted in his attempt to take 
the Maddalena Archipelago by 
local Sardinian forces and in 1803 
Lord Nelson arrived. The superb 
anchorage at La Maddalena was 
used by Nelson to shelter his 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, ten nights aboard the  
MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team including guest 
speaker, shore excursions, all gratuities, transfers, port taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

For those who would 
like to enjoy some 
time in Malta before 
embarking the  
MS Serenissima we 

are offering a three night pre-cruise 
extension staying at the Phoenecia 
Hotel (or similar) on a breakfast only 
basis. Our extension includes a half-
day island tour during which we will 
visit the “silent city” of Mdina. and 
the rest of your time can be spent 
exploring independently.  
Also included are all transfers.

prices per person based  
on double occupancy
Twin: £395 Single: £495

Malta 
pre-cruise extension

fleet during the long blockade 
of Toulon from 1803 to 1805.  In 
recognition of the kindness shown 
by the islanders Nelson presented 
them with some silver candle 
holders and a crucifix which can 
still be seen today in the church. 
From our berth in Olbia we shall 
travel to La Maddalena by local 
boats from the port of Palau and 
spend the morning exploring this 
pretty island well off the beaten 
tourist track.  The afternoon will 
be at leisure to explore Olbia, a 
fetching city, the historic centre is 
full of boutiques, wine bars and 
café-rimmed piazzas.

Day 11 Rome to London. 
Disembark this morning in the 
port of Civitavecchia and transfer 
to the airport for your scheduled 
flight to London.

Taormina

Ustica

Carloforte

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

 £3795   
£3995   
£4295   
£4595   
£4895   
£5395   
£5895   
£5895   
£3795   
£3995   
£5995   
£6445  

 £3595   
£3795   
£4095   
£4395   
£4695   
£5195   
£5695   
£5695   
£3595   
£3795   
£5795   
£6245  

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy
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Corsican Wonders & the Italian Riviera 
A voyage from Rome to Nice including Corsica & Elba
5th to 14th October 2016 

Join us aboard the MS Serenissima for a glorious late 
summer journey to many places that are beyond the reach 

of the mega-cruise ships. From our starting point in Rome 
we sail north to Corsica for five days of exploration before 
continuing to Elba and the Italian Riviera. Along the way we 
will call into some stunning harbours, explore Medieval towns 
and charming villages, discover UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites, visit both Napoleon’s home town and island of exile and 
enjoy a wine and olive oil tasting.   
 
The beginning of our voyage focuses on Corsica. Although 
officially part of France, the island of Corsica has its own 
identity in everything from customs to language and benefits 
from magnificent geographical diversity ranging from 
stunning natural harbours to picture perfect hilltop villages 
and a majestic countryside of vineyards and deep valleys.  
 
From Corsica we sail to the enchanting island of Elba, 
best known as Napoleon’s island of exile and then onto the 
Italian Riviera to experience the breathtaking coastal scenery 
before sailing to Nice where our voyage ends. With so many 
experiences on offer during our voyage we have planned the 
itinerary carefully to ensure there is adequate time to relax 
onboard, join the guided excursions and explore some of the 
charming villages and towns under your own steam. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Rome, Italy. Fly 
by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima in 
Civitavecchia and sail this evening.

Day 2 Bonifacio, Corsica. 
Arrive this morning in Corsica 
and our berth in Bonifacio’s 
stunning natural harbour. Well 
known by Odysseus as the 
home of the savage and giant 
Laestrygonians, today Bonifacio’s 
breathtaking cliff-top setting 
and relaxed pace make it one of 
the most welcoming ports in the 
Mediterranean. On our morning 
tour we will explore the narrow 
streets and the historical heart 
of the town. We will discover the 
Bosco quarter with the St Francis 
Convent, the 14th century church 
of St Marie Majeure and take 
in the views from the cliff top 
on which the city is built. There 
will be time at leisure for you to 
explore independently, perhaps 
take a local boat to the Lavezzi 
Islands or enjoy a walk in the 
nearby Marine Park which offers 
some stunning views.

Day 3 Propriano. From our berth 
in Propriano we travel inland to 
Sartene, which has long been said 
to encapsulate Corsica’s rugged 
spirit. The French novelist Prosper 
Merimee referred to it as the most 
“Corsican of Corsican towns”.  A 
Medieval fortified town of narrow, 
cobbled stone streets and austere, 
grey granite houses it is perched 
magnificently in the hills and offers 
a wonderful contrast to the glitter 
of the Corsican coast.  During 
our guided tour we will visit the 
Piazza Porta, Church St Marie 
and see the collection of pottery 
and ceramics unearthed in the 
Neolithic sites across the island at 
the Archaeological Museum. On 
our return journey to the vessel 
we will pass the famous Spina 
Cavallu Bridge. This elegant, rare 
Pisan Stone arch, dates to the 
13th century and is beautifully 
situated with a backdrop of 
rippling vineyards and olive trees. 
After lunch onboard we will travel 
through the beautiful Corsican 
scenery to view the mysterious 
stone made statue-menhirs 

at Filitosa. Set in a meadow 
surrounded by olive trees these 
statues were discovered in 1948 
and are believed to date back 
to 3500 BC with archaeologists 
believing they are memorials to 
dead chieftains and warriors. 

Day 4 Ajaccio. Sailing north we 
arrive in Ajaccio, birthplace of 
Napoleon in 1769. On a morning 
walking tour we will explore the 
old town passing the neo-classical 
buildings including Maison 
Bonaparte, Napoleon’s birthplace 
and now a museum including 
furniture, arms and documents 
that belonged to the Emperor. 
We also explore the 15th century 
citadel and charming cathedral 
dedicated to the Assumption 
of the Virgin Mary. After lunch 
onboard the afternoon is free for 
independent exploration. You may 
wish to visit Fesch Museum which 
includes a large collection of 
paintings by Titiano, Veronese and 
Botticelli or alternatively enjoy the 
pedestrianised quarter lined with 
boutiques, cafes and restaurants.

Day 5 Calvi. Arrive this morning in 
Calvi, the capital of the prosperous 
Balagne region of the island. 
Enjoy the vista of the surrounding 
green hills that form a natural 
amphitheatre and is known as the 
‘Garden of Corsica’.  A guided 
tour will lead us through the 
alleyways and cobbled streets 
before continuing to the imposing 
citadel. Built by the Genoese this 
15th century structure has seen 
off several assaults through the 
centuries and offers wonderful 
views from its five bastions. We 
will also see the Caserne Sampiero 
and 13th century Cathedral St Jean 
Baptiste. This afternoon there will 
be an opportunity to explore the 
flora of Corsica with a visit to the 
seven hectare Parc de Saleccia 
where you can explore the range 
of paths through the gardens and 
see the tough plants of the maquis, 
pines, myrtles, figs and over 100 
varieties of olive trees.

Day 6 Bastia & St Florent. 
Situated on the north coast of the 
island, Bastia is an extraordinary 
town, the old Genoese capital 
and a busy port. Its setting 
is handsome with the classic 
Mediterranean allure of pale, 

sunlit streets full of tall colourful 
buildings. A walking tour of 
the historic quarter will include 
the 15th century cathedral and 
Baroque buildings such as the 
Oratoire St Roch, Oratoire de 
l’Immaculée Conception and the 
Roccoco church, St Jean Baptiste 
famous for its twin campaniles. 
This afternoon you can choose to 
relax onboard, enjoy some free 
time in Bastia or maybe join an 
excursion to the small fishing port 
of St Florent. Our drive will take us 
through the Nebbio which takes 
its name from the thick mist which 
sweeps over the region, and is 
now reputed for its fine wines from 
Patrimonio, past Biguglias pond 
and along the San Stefano Pass 
into St Florent where there will be 
some time to wander the maze of 
narrow streets or take a coffee in 
one of the waterfront cafes and 
watch the yachts in the marina.

Day 7 Portoferraio, Elba. Today 
we call into the enchanting 
island of Elba, best known as 
Napoleon’s island of exile from 
1814 to 1815. Departing the 
island’s busy capital, Portoferraio, 
we set out for a delightful drive 
of the southern region of this 
charming island with superb views 
over the coastline. The first stop 
will be at Villa San Martino, the 
summer residence on the island of 
Napoleon Bonaparte. Nowadays 
the villa has been transformed into 
a museum. Later we enjoy some 
time at leisure in Porto Azzurro to 
browse around and shop among 
the many local boutiques of this 
delightful town, dominated by 
an ancient Spanish fortress and a 
picturesque fisherman’s harbour. 
Continuing the drive along the 
coastline we will reach the old 
17th century country wine farm, La 
Chiusa which is beautifully nestled 
in a vineyard estate surrounded 
by olive trees and overlooking 
the ocean. As any self-respecting 
mansion on Elba, La Chiusa claims 
to have once housed Napoleon 
during his exile here. Experience 
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Corsican Wonders & the Italian Riviera 
A voyage from Rome to Nice including Corsica & Elba
5th to 14th October 2016 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, nine nights aboard the  
MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team including guest 
speaker, shore excursions, all gratuities, transfers, port taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

For those who 
would like to 
enjoy some time 
in Rome before 
embarking the 

MS Serenissima we are offering 
a two night pre-cruise extension 
staying at a centrally located 
hotel on a breakfast only basis. 
Our extension incudes a half day 
city tour with the remainder of 
your time at leisure to explore 
independently. An experienced 
tour manager will accompany the 
group to ensure you get the most 
out of your time here. Transfers 
are also included in the price.

prices per person based  
on double occupancy
Twin: £375 Single: £475

Rome 
pre-cruise extension

the estate’s interesting cellar to 
learn how the wine is handled 
and produced. In the estate’s 
garden facing the sea, a delicious 
sampling of the local wine will be 
served. Return to the vessel for 
lunch and enjoy an afternoon at 
leisure in Portoferraio.  

Day 8 Portovenere, Italy.  Our 
first call on the Italian Riviera will 
be at Portovenere, situated south 
east of the Cinque Terre, on a 
rocky peninsula on the Gulf of 
Poets, an area in the Gulf of La 
Spezia which was once popular 
with writers such as Byron, Shelley 
and DH Lawrence. Portovenere is 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
and the harbour is a charming 
place, lined with brightly coloured 
houses and narrow Medieval 
streets that lead up the hill to 
a castle. For those who wish to 
explore the Cinque Terre, there 
will be an excursion to the villages 
of Riomaggiore, Corniglia and 
Manarola with time in each place 
to explore. Please note that the 
vessel will be at anchor today and 
Zodiacs or local tenders will be 
used.

Day 9 San Remo. In the late 
19th century San Remo enjoyed 
a reputation as a premier 
resort for wealthy European 
and noble families including 
Empress Nicholas II of Russia 
and Tchaikovsky who completed 
Eugene Onegin here in 1878. 
The Russian influence can still be 
seen in the onion domed Russian 
Orthodox church on the seafront. 
Enjoy time to explore the twisting 
labyrinth of lanes in the old town 
that lead up from the waterfront or 
maybe walk along the promenade 
to the gardens at Villa Ormond. 

This afternoon we will enjoy a 
tour inland to the Medieval town 
of Dolceaqua which is made up 
of two villages connected by a 
Medieval humpback bridge which 
inspired Monet who defined it 
as “a jewel of lightness”. Our 
walking tour will take us through 
the picturesque alleys to the Doria 
Castle and we will also enjoy a 
tasting of the village’s famous 
Rossese red wine and olive oil in 
a local taverna. Please note that 
the vessel will be at anchor today 
and Zodiacs or local tenders will 
be used.

Day 10 Nice, France to London. 
Disembark this morning and 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London.

Calvi

San Remo

Portoferraio

Bonifacio

Portovenere

special OFFer – save £400 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

 £3695   
£3895   
£4195   
£4395   
£4795   
£5095   
£5695   
£5695   
£3695   
£3895   
£5845   
£6295  

 £3295   
£3495   
£3795   
£3995   
£4395   
£4695   
£5295   
£5295   
£3295   
£3495   
£5445   
£5895  

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy
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Art & Antiquities of the Mediterranean
A voyage from Nice to Seville celebrating the modern art of the Mediterranean Coast
14th to 25th October 2016

The late 19th century witnessed an extraordinary 
flowering of art that transformed the Cote d’Azur into 

the greatest concentration of modern art in Europe. Our 
journey begins in Nice from where we will enjoy some of 
the great works by Chagall, Matisse and Cezanne during 
our three days in France. A feast for the eyes will also be 
had at the Villa Rothschild where the beauty of its location 
and wonderful gardens will make for a peaceful interlude. 
Sailing from France we follow the coast around to Spain’s 
province of Catalonia. Our first call will be to the Medieval 
town of Figueres the birthplace of Salvador Dali. In the Dali 
Theatre Museum many of his surrealstic works are displayed 
and to balance the day the afternoon will be spent in the 
Graeco-Roman site of Empries. Then on to Barcelona, a 
unique and marvellous city with its Modernista architecture 
where we explore the Medieval Gothic wonders side by side 
with those of Antoni Gaudi and other leading lights of turn 
of the 19/20th century architect and design. 
 
Staying in Catalonia our next call will be the historic city of 
Tarragona, a veritable museum-town with remains of all the 
civilisations that have crossed the Iberia. Beyond the city 
amongst rolling olive groves we will visit one of the largest 
and most complete Cistercian abbeys. The Santa Maria 
of Poblet has served as an abbey, a vast military complex 
and as a royal palace, residence and pantheon. Amongst 
its unique blend of architectural forms the history of Spain 
can be traced through the great royal houses of Aragon, 
Castile and Catalonia. Our journey continues in a southerly 
direction visiting the great city of Valencia with its 13th 
century cathedral with paintings by Goya and the Fine Arts 
Museum. Then the great naval port of Cartagena with its fine 
Roman remains, Granada and the incomparable Alhambra 
and penultimately the port of Cadiz and its amazing maritime 
history. Ending on a high note will be our passage up the 
Guadalquivir river to Seville, surely the the perfect way to 
arrive at this wonderful Andalusian city.          

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Nice, France. Fly 
by scheduled flight and on arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima. 

Day 2 Nice. Our guided morning 
tour this morning will explore two 
of the area’s finest museums in 
the exclusive Cimiez Hill District. 
We will begin with a visit to the 
Musee National Marc Chagall. 
Established by the artist himself, 
the collection features the most 
important permanent exhibition 
of his work. The main focus is a 
series of 17 canvases comprising 

his colorful ‘Biblical Message’. 
We will continue to the Musee 
Matisse which is housed in the 
17th century Arena Villa. The 
exquisite collection details the 
great master’s development from 
the late 19th century through 
to 1954 when he died. We will 
return to the vessel for lunch and 
enjoy an afternoon at leisure to 
explore Nice independently or 
alternatively join the excursion 
to the Rothschild Foundation 
and Gardens. This superb villa 
houses a priceless collection that 

the Baroness Beatrice 
Ephrussi de Rothschild 
assembled throughout 
her life. 

Day 3 Aix en 
Provence. From our 
berth in Marseilles we 
head inland to Aix en 
Provence. Founded by 
the Romans in the 1st century 
it is now more renowned as the 
home of artist Paul Cezanne. 
We will visit his studio which still 
houses his equipment and the 
objects he used for models and the 
Jas de Bouffan estate, Cezanne’s 
parents’ country house which 
contains many of the painter’s 
celebrated works. We will continue 
to the ‘Terrain des Peintres’ located 
on the heights of Aix en Provence, 
a few hundred metres from the 
Atelier Cezanne, and is famous 
for the wonderful views of the 
Montagne Sainte Victoire which 
Cezanne often painted in the latter 
part of his life. After lunch in a local 
restaurant we spend some time in 
Aix with its leafy boulevards and 
public squares lined with 17th and 
18th century mansions.  

Day 4 Port Vendres. The ‘Cote 
Vermeille’, or rocky coast, is one 
of the most beautiful parts of 
the Mediterranean and inspired 
some of the world’s most famous 
artists. This morning we will drive 
the short distance to Collioure 
which has always been a source 
of inspiration for artists. Picasso, 
Derain, Dufy, Chagall, Matisse 
and Marquet have all stopped in 
Collioure to capture its special 
light and to immortalise the small 
Catalan harbour in their works. 
Here we will have time to explore 
the colourful streets, visit the 
local artist studios and the Royal 
Castle, the summer residence of 
the Kings of Majorca from 1276 

to 1344. After lunch onboard, 
the afternoon is yours to enjoy 
exploring Port Vendres at leisure. 

Day 5 Roses, Spain. The former 
Greek colony of Roses is our base 
for a day on the Costa Brava. 
We will travel inland to Medieval 
Figueres, an impressive town 
of Modernist and Neoclassical 
architecture but which is most 
renowned as the birth place of 
Salvador Dali. On a walking tour we 
will see the impressive 18th century 
castle of St Ferran and the old city 
walls before continuing to the Dali 
Theatre Museum. Designed by 
Dali himself, the museum takes 
us through the life of the artist 
considered a master of surrealism 
and contains many pieces of his 
work. Return to the MS Serenissima 
for lunch and this afternoon we 
will travel along the coast to the 
archaeological site of Empuries. 

Day 6 Barcelona. Our morning 
tour of the enchanting city of 
Barcelona will include the Medieval 
Gothic quarter which was built on 
the site of a Roman city. We will 
discover remains of the Roman 
past such as the impressively well 
preserved columns of the Temple 
of August as well as the Placa Sant 
Jaume and Placa del Rei before 
arriving at the great 14th century 
cathedral, located in the heart of 
Barcelona and known as ‘La Seu’. 
We then continue to the Sagrada 
Familia passing by Passeig de 
Gracia, containing several of the 

Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild
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Art & Antiquities of the Mediterranean
A voyage from Nice to Seville celebrating the modern art of the Mediterranean Coast
14th to 25th October 2016

city’s most celebrated pieces of 
architecture such as Casa Batllo 
and La Pedrera, both designed by 
Gaudi within the space of a few 
years. The Temple dedicated to 
the Sacred Family is Gaudi’s most 
emblematic work and the greatest 
exponent of his genius, which has 
become a symbol of Barcelona all 
over the world despite remaining 
unfinished. We will return to 
the vessel for lunch and this 
afternoon can be spent exploring 
independently or relaxing onboard.

Day 7 Tarragona. During the 
second Punic War in 218 AD the 
city of Tarraco was established as a 
garrison which developed into the 
main military base for the Roman 
army in Spain. Today we can 
still see remnants of the Roman 
period as we explore the city by 
foot. See the impressive walls 
that once surrounded the city, the 
2nd century amphitheatre and 
the Roman Circus where chariot 
races would be held. Meanwhile 
on the outskirts of the city we will 
see the Pont de les Ferreres, a 
Roman bridge that formed part of 
the aqueduct that brought water 
to the city from the Francoli River. 
After lunch onboard enjoy time 
to explore Tarragona at leisure or 
alternatively drive to the Moestir 
de Poblet, a UNESCO world 
heritage site on the road to Lleida. 
We will enjoy a guided tour on the 
monastery and also have time in 
the museum featuring artefacts 
from the regions past. 

Day 8 Valencia. Valencia is a 
vibrant, somewhat chaotic and a 
typically Spanish city. The Valencia 
of today owes much to the early 
Moors who occupied the region. 
It is their irrigation system that 
insures Valencia’s fertility and also 

began the cultivation of oranges 
which has remained the mainstay 
of the region’s agriculture. Join a 
guided walking tour to see some 
of the fine Baroque buildings 
including the cathedral, the 15th 
century Gothic Silk Exchange and 
the old ‘La Carmen’ quarter. This 
afternoon we will visit the Fine Arts 
Museum, one of the best in Spain 
with works by Valencian, Flemish 
and Spanish masters including 
Van Dyck and Goya as well as 
interesting archaeological pieces. 
If time permits we will continue to 
the Colegio del Patriarca with its 
wonderful Rennaissance courtyard, 
church and a museum with works 
including a ‘Last Supper’ by Ribalta. 

Day 9 Cartagena. Arrive this 
morning in Spain’s main naval port 
of Cartagena for an afternoon of 
exploration in a historic city that 
dates back to the Phoenicians. 
The city walls remained intact until 
the 20th century creating a dense 
historic centre. Take the lift or walk 
up to Concepcio Castle for amazing 
views of the city and harbour, view 
the Roman amphitheatre and the 
archaeological site of Molinete 
where work continues to uncover 
the Roman city.

Day 10 Motril for Alhambra. 
Today we will drive inland to the 
magnificent, UNESCO World 
Heritage listed Alhambra and 
Generalife Gardens. Alhambra’s 
construction began in the 11th 
century on the red hill known as 
Assabika which overlooks Granada. 
The Alcazaba fortress was the first 
structure to be built, followed by 
the royal palace and residence of 
members of the court. During our 
guided tour we will visit the most 
important halls and courtyards of 
the Alhambra and we also visit the 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 11 nights aboard the  
MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team including guest 
speaker, shore excursions, all gratuities, transfers, port taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

For those who 
would like to 
enjoy some time 
in Seville after 
disembarking the 

MS Serenissima we are offering 
a two night extension based 
at a centrally located hotel 
on a breakfast only basis. Our 
extension includes transfers and 
a half day city tour which will visit 
the Alcazar and cathedral with the 
remainder of time spent at leisure.

prices per person based  
on double occupancy
Twin: £395 Single: £495

Seville 
post-cruise extension

sumptuous Generalife Gardens, 
the luxurious summer retreat of the 
Moorish kings of Granada.

Day 11 Cadiz. After a morning at 
sea we arrive in Cadiz. Situated on 
a peninsula jutting out into a bay 
and almost entirely surrounded 
by water, it is the oldest surviving 
city in Spain which was founded 
by the Phoenicians in 1100 BC 
and was later occupied by the 
Carthaginians, Romans, Visigoths 
and Moors. During our guided 
tour we will discover the most 
beautiful monuments and 
landmarks of the city including 
the Mudejar-style tobacco factory, 
Santo Domingo Church, the Santa 
Catalina Fortress and finally the 
cathedral of Cadiz and Diocesan 
Museum in the old city.

Day 12 Seville to London. 
Disembark this morning and 

transfer to the airport for your 
scheduled flight to London.

Alhambra

Valencia

Aix-en-Provence

Tarragona, Spain

special OFFer – save £200 per persOn FOr a limiteD time OnlY
Cabin Description Cat Brochure price Special offer

1  Inside Twin/Double 

2  Standard Stateroom

3  Standard Stateroom Plus

4  Superior Stateroom 

5  Deluxe Stateroom 

6  Junior Suite 

7  Executive Suite 

8  Owner’s Suite 

9  Inside Single 

10 Standard Single

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use

3  Standard Stateroom Plus for sole use

 £3995   
£4295   
£4495   
£4795   
£4995   
£5495   
£5995   
£5995   
£3995   
£4295   
£6445   
£6745  

 £3795   
£4095   
£4295   
£4595   
£4795   
£5295   
£5795   
£5795   
£3795   
£4095   
£6245   
£6545  

prices per persOn 
Based on double occupancy
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2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk | www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. Ports subject to change.

Cruises with this logo visit out of the way destinations. You will be accompanied by an expedition team and many landings ashore will be  
made by Zodiac landing craft. Cruises such as these will appeal to the more adventurous and those who enjoy the natural world.
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