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Silver Discoverer
We are delighted to have chartered the Silver Discoverer for a series of unique expeditions in 
2016. Formerly known as the MS Clipper Odyssey, the 120-passenger vessel began her new life 
as the Silver Discoverer in 2014 after an extensive refurbishment. Having been associated with 
the vessel for more than ten years we know her to be perfect for expedition cruising. The vessel’s 
shallow draft allows us to navigate in areas which larger ships would not be able to access and 
with the fleet of 12 onboard Zodiacs and expert expedition team we will be able to land on isolated 
shores. Whilst cruising, the vessel benefits from spacious deck areas from where you can watch for 
passing wildlife. The atmosphere onboard is relaxed and informal with the focus on the wonders of 
the destination you are visiting, which combined with the luxury surroundings, excellent service, 
superb cuisine and expert expedition team make for voyages of a lifetime.

Your Suite
Accommodation onboard is arranged 
over four decks. Each suite affords 
considerable comfort with en-suite 
bathroom and outside views. Suites are 
spacious ranging in size from the View 
Suites at 181 square feet to the Medallion 
Suite which measures 408 square feet. 
All suites feature butler service and your 
suite’s refrigerator and bar are stocked 
with your preferred beverages including 
wines and spirits. Your butler will replenish 
them upon request. Amenities in the 
suites include luxury Pratesi bed linen and 
bath amenities, ipod docking station, flat 
screen television with on-demand movies, 
music and satellite news programming, 
plush robe and slippers, hairdryer and 
WiFi internet access (charges apply). The 
beds in each suite offer exceptionally 
comfortable mattresses and can be 
configured as double or twin.

Dining outside

 Veranda Suite

The Restaurant

Explorer Lounge
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ALL INCLUSIVE PRICING FOR VOYAGES ABOARD  
THE SILVER DISCOVERER
All this included in the price of your expedition voyage aboard the Silver Discoverer.

•  Economy class return scheduled air travel from London
•  Accommodation aboard the Silver Discoverer on full board basis with cuisine inspired by 

Relais & Chateaux
• Complimentary Champagne, wines and spirits throughout the vessel
• In-room bar setup and refrigerator stocked to your preference
• Room Service 06.00 to 23.00
• Onboard gratuities
• Shore Excursions
• Butler service for all suites and staterooms
• Complimentary parka jacket; backpack & water bottle (itinerary specific)
• Expert Expedition Team
• Transfers
• Port & Airport taxes

Discoverer Lounge

Sun Deck

Your Space
The spacious public areas onboard include the 
open seating restaurant and the Main Lounge 
where daily briefings, lectures and recaps 
from your expedition team will take place 
using the highest standard of presentation 
equipment including the multiple screens. For 
your convenience it is also possible to follow 
the onboard lectures from the comfort of your 
cabin. In addition to the Main Lounge there is 
the Discoverer Lounge, a relaxing and inviting 
space with a 24-hour tea and coffee station, 
comfortable seating and a well stocked travel 
library with reference books pertaining to the 
destinations we will be visiting. The Discoverer 
Lounge is the perfect venue to relax with a 
good book, recount your experiences with 
fellow travellers or to simply enjoy a pre-dinner 
drink watching the ever-changing scenery 
through the picture windows. Other facilities 
include a pool on Deck 5 with outside seating 
area, bar and Grill, a beauty and massage 
centre, sun deck and fitness centre. 

Your Dining
Silver Discoverer offers four all-inclusive 
dining options. Select wines, premium spirits 
and speciality coffees, as well as juices and 
soft drinks are complimentary in all bars and 
lounges. No matter what dining option you 
choose you will savour fine cuisine with menus 
inspired by Relais & Chateaux. The Restaurant 
serves contemporary, international cuisine 
with menus featuring local specialities. The 
Restaurant is elegant yet casual with no formal 
evenings and no assigned times or tables 
allowing you the freedom to dine with whom 
and when you please. In addition there is the 
convenience of the poolside Grill for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. For lunch you may prefer 
fresh pizza from the pizza oven or lighter fare 
and in the evening, fresh seafood and prime 
cuts are grilled tableside at The Grill on a 
heated volcanic rock plate. Alternatively you 
can enjoy a light breakfast or lunch in the 
casual atmosphere of the Discoverer Lounge 
or choose to have breakfast delivered to 
your suite or a formal dinner ordered from 
The Restaurant menu. Lighter fare is always 
available from the room service menu from 
6am to 11pm. 
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New Zealand’s 27 regions stretch more than 1600 kilometres across two main islands 
and offers the traveller a journey of breathtaking natural wonder. With vast open 

spaces filled with stunning rugged landscapes and a temperate climate, New Zealand 
is a land of rare natural beauty and contrasts. There are steep-sided fjords, geysers 
and boiling mud, coastal rainforests, snow-capped mountains, rolling green pasture 
lands, often spectacular geothermal and volcanic activity, enchanting sandy bays and 
coves, fast-flowing rivers and a variety of birdlife. By contrast, in the cities, towns 
and villages you can experience that unique combination of New World and British 
heritage, see some of the most splendid gardens in the Southern Hemisphere, visit world 
famous vineyards, encounter fascinating wildlife and meet the warm people. 

White IslandAuckland

Bay of Islands

Rotorua

Tauranga

Napier

Wellington

NORTH ISLAND

Ship cove

SOUTH ISLAND

Dunedin

Stewart Island

Ulva

Milford Sound

Christchurch

Fjordland

Picton

Nelson

Abel Tasman 
National Park

Motuara

Jackson Bay

“New Zealand is a fantastic destination to visit but the usual method 
of touring generally involves long road journeys and countless hotel 
rooms. Our vision was to create a comprehensive tour, reducing 
the time spent packing and unpacking but still visiting the major 
sights of the country and with plenty of time to relax. Our itinerary 
combines expedition stops visiting White Island, Stewart Island, 
Fiordland, Golden Bay and historic Ship Cove with more traditional 
visits to Rotorua, Napier and Wellington. We will see an abundance 
of wildlife as we cruise along the coast, witness magnificent vistas 
during a scenic train journey through the mountains and countryside, 
see traditional Maori culture and visit important historical buildings. 
One of the many advantages of having the Silver Discoverer as our 
base is that we can drop anchor in Golden Bay, Jackson Bay and 
Ship Cove, destinations which the larger ships have to bypass.”

Our View

The Itinerary
Day 1 London / Manchester to 
Singapore. Fly by scheduled flight. 

Day 2 Singapore. Arrive this afternoon 
and transfer to the Shangri La Hotel (or 
similar) for a two night stay. Remainder 
of the day is at leisure to enjoy the hotel 
facilities or explore independently.

Day 3 Singapore. Enjoy a relaxing 
morning to acclimatise before joining 
a city tour this afternoon. We will visit 
Little India with the gold domed Sultans 
Mosque, Chinatown and also some 
time at Raffles Hotel. We return to the 
hotel and meet in the early evening 
for a welcome drink and dinner.

Day 4 Singapore to Auckland. Enjoy 
a leisurely morning to either explore 
independently or relax at the hotel. 
In the afternoon we will visit the 53 
hectare Botanical Garden and National 
Orchid Garden before we transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to 
Auckland this evening.

Day 5 Auckland, New Zealand. Arrive 
this morning and transfer to the 
Stamford Plaza Hotel (or similar) for an 
overnight stay. The remainder of the 
day is free for individual exploration 
in this city famous for its wonderful 
diversity of landscape, two sparkling 
harbours and the attractions associated 
with a sophisticated, cosmopolitan 
city. Meet this evening for dinner.

Abel Tasman National Park

New Zealand Coastal Odyssey 
An exploration of New Zealand’s North & South Islands 
22nd January to 14th February 2016

Due to this diversity New Zealand deserves more than a fleeting visit. 
We believe our itinerary offers the best of all worlds and has been 
devised on the basis that most travellers from the UK will only tour 
New Zealand once. Therefore the trip should be as comprehensive 
and as full of contrasts as possible. Certainly, this itinerary qualifies 
on all these important demands. Our coastal–hugging voyage 
aboard the nimble, small ship, the Silver Discoverer around the 
North and South Island will allow us to drop anchor in the remote 
bays, navigate channels, fjords and rivers and call into harbours both 
large and small. With our Zodiac landing craft and expert expedition 
team we will be able to land in otherwise inaccessible places making 
the most of New Zealand’s extraordinary natural attractions.

Milford Sound
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Hawkes Bay

Wellington Bay

Silver Discoverer

Day 6 Auckland. On a morning 
tour we explore the Auckland 
Domain and Auckland Museum 
which overlooks picturesque 
Waitemata Harbour and has an 
outstanding collection featuring 
exhibits on New Zealand’s and 
the Pacific Islands cultures and 
showcases an extensive collection 
of Polynesian artefacts. We 
continue to the SkyTower where 
we enjoy lunch with fantastic views 
over Auckland before a scenic 
drive to the Silver Discoverer for 
embarkation this afternoon.

Day 7 Paihia, Bay of Islands. 
Famous for spectacular beaches, 
breath-taking bays and an 
abundance of water activities, the 
Bay of Islands, which was discovered 
by Captain Cook in 1769 is the 
cradle of European civilisation in 
New Zealand and boasts sandy 
beaches, beautiful bays, crystal-
clear waters and an abundance of 
islands. Meanwhile, harbours cut 
deep into the coast, which is fringed 
by bush land and punctuated by 
the occasional village. Upon arrival 
at the Waitangi wharf our Maori 
guide will escort us to the historical 
Waitangi Treaty Grounds where in 
1840 the treaty was signed between 
Maori and the British Crown. We 
will experience a traditional Maori 
welcome before exploring the site 
where we will see the world’s largest 
ceremonial war canoe, stand on the 
spot where the Waitangi Treaty was 
signed, visit the historical Treaty 
House and learn about the carvings 
in the carved Meeting House. 
Following our guided tour, you can 
opt to partake in a private workshop 
to learn local skills and crafts, such 
as flax weaving, woodcarving and 
kapa haka (Māori song and dance, 
including the famous Haka) and 
afterwards a morning tea will 
be served on site. After lunch 
onboard we have time to explore 
independently. 

formations. We will also visit the 
remains of an old sulphur mining 
factory, abandoned because of 
a devastating explosion in 1914. 
About 70% of the volcano remains 
under the sea, making this massive 
volcanic structure the largest in New 
Zealand. Enjoy an afternoon at sea 
and maybe join one of our onboard 
lectures as we cruise to Napier.

Day 10 Napier. We have a full 
day to explore Napier, known 
as the “Art Deco Capital of the 
World”. We will drive through the 
Art Deco district and be able to 
admire the world-class collection of 
architecture before continuing to 
Cape Kidnappers which is home to 
the world’s largest mainland gannet 
colony. We will stop within just a 
few yards of the colony to watch 
the entertaining antics of these 
huge birds. After lunch onboard 
either enjoy a free afternoon to 
explore independently or, if you 
prefer to sample some of New 
Zealand’s ultra-premium wines and 
hear more about vineyards and 
wine-making, join an excursion 
to Gimblett Gravels, where 32 
wineries and wine growers produce 
some of the most sought-after 
wines New Zealand has to offer. We 
will, among others, visit Mission, 
Hawkes Bay’s most iconic vineyard 
which is renowned for its award-
winning red wines. 

Day 11 Wellington. Enjoy a 
relaxing morning at sea arriving 
into the capital city of Wellington 
around noon. An afternoon city 
tour takes us to Old St Paul’s 
Cathedral before heading on to 
Kelburn. A must in Wellington is a 
visit to Te Papa, the outstanding 
National Museum. We will enjoy 
a guided tour of the museum, its 
impressive interactive displays 
and marvellous Maori collection. 
From Te Papa you can take the 
bus or walk back towards Silver 
Discoverer along the lovely 
Wellington harbour-front with its 
many pieces of modern artwork 
and cafés.

Day 12 Ships Cove, Motuara 
& Picton. Captain Cook visited 
Ships Cove on many occasions 
during his three voyages into the 
Pacific, and a memorial has been 
set up here in his honour. This 
morning you can walk over uneven 
terrain to a small waterfall or hike 
the first metres of the famous 
Queen Charlotte Track. Nearby 
is Motuara, a bird sanctuary 
island which is free of predators, 
making it a bird-lovers paradise. 
Yellow-crowned Parakeets, South 
Island Saddlebacks, South Island 
Robbins, bellbirds, and even Little 
Blue Penguins can be seen here 
with a little luck. Nestled at the 
head of Queen Charlotte Sound 
in the beautiful Marlborough 
Sounds, Picton is possibly New 
Zealand’s most pretty seaside 
town with a relaxed island feel, 
secluded bays and crystal clear 
waters. During the afternoon we 
will take a local motor launch 
into Queen Charlotte Sound, 
passing stunning natural scenery 
to join the Queen Charlotte Track 
on its southern side. During our 
time on the track, we will pass 
towering rima trees, nikau palms, 
a multitude of ferns and delicate 
flowering orchids. 

Day 8 Tauranga for Rotorua. This 
morning we will drive to the famous 
thermal springs at Rotorua and 
Whakarewarewa Living Village. For 
over 200 years the Tuhourangi/
Ngati Wahiao tribe have welcomed 
visitors and with stories from local 
guides, the history of this modern 
day Maori village will be brought 
to life. We continue to Wai-O-Tapu 
which means Sacred Waters in 
Maori, an active geothermal area 
with colourful hot springs, steaming 
ground and boiling mud pools. 
Marvel at the incredible palette of 
vibrant hues displayed in the pools, 
lakes and craters, and enjoy the 
melodic sounds of birds singing 
in the native forest. Our last call is 
at the Tamaki Maori Village where 
we will enjoy a colourful Maori 
performance accompanied by the 
sound of ancient Maori instruments. 

Day 9 White Island. Arrive this 
morning at White Island where 
weather permitting, there will be 
an excursion to explore the active 
volcano.The sights are surreal: 
the main crater with towering 
walls, steaming vents, and hissing 
fumaroles, glittering yellow sulphur 
crystals, bubbling mud pots and 
a spectacular steaming lake. 
Next to the main crater are two 
more craters: Donald Duck and 
Noisy Nellie, and our guides will 
explain the history and volcanic 
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Day 13 Abel Tasman National 
Park & Nelson. The Abel Tasman 
National Park is named after Abel 
Tasman, who in 1642 became the 
first European explorer to sight New 
Zealand. The park was founded in 
1942, largely through the efforts of 
ornithologist and author Perrine 
Moncrieff. All four species of beech 
trees can be found within the park, 
an unusual find. Today you will have 
the option of a full-day excursion 
leaving from Nelson to Marahau 
before walking through the local 
bush to reach Anchorage Bay. We 
will explore in small groups with 
our guide and keeping look out 
for Wood Pigeons, Tuis, Wekas, 
oystercatchers and cormorants. At 
Anchorage Bay we will board a local 
water taxi to enjoy views of the many 
golden beaches before returning to 
the Silver Discoverer. Alternatively, 
this morning you may prefer to see 
some of Nelson’s interesting arts and 
crafts on a morning tour. Nelson has 
attracted resident artists for many 
years and there are more than 350 
working artists and craftspeople 
living there including traditional 
and contemporary Maori artists. 
Their work is often inspired by the 
region’s exceptionally beautiful 
geography – coastal, forest and 
valley landscapes. Return to the 
ship for lunch and enjoy time at sea 
as we sail to Golden Bay.

Day 14 Cruising the Tasman 
Sea. The Tasman Sea separates 
Australia and New Zealand and is 
the means by which we will reach 
one of New Zealand’s highlights 
and World Heritage Sites, the New 
Zealand Fiordland National Park. 

Day 15 Jackson Bay. Jackson 
Bay is our gateway to Te Pahi 
Wahipounamu, the South West 
New Zealand World Heritage area. 
Here we will split into groups and 
enjoy morning tea with a local who 

train-journey into the Taiaeri Gorge 
which for many will be a highlight 
of their visit to New Zealand. 
The special train passes through 
suburban Dunedin and heads for 
the Taieri plains before continuing 
into the Taiaeri River Gorge. The 
railroad was built by early pioneers 
and passes through some of New 
Zealand’s most rugged terrain. 
Morning tea and snacks will be 
served onboard the train while you 
enjoy one panorama after another, 
passing through rock tunnels and 
marvelling at dramatic bridges 
suspeneded high above the Taieri 
River. For those more interested in 
wildlife, you can partake in a cross-
country tour in an 8-wheel drive all-
terrain vehicle, heading out to the 
Otago Peninsula to observe New 
Zealand Fur Seals, Spotted Shags 
colonies and the world’s rarest 
penguins: the Yellow-eyed and 
Little Blue Penguins. The beach 
area where these penguins can 
be found has specially designed 
walkways and hides providing 
undisturbed viewing opportunities.  

Day 21 Dunedin to Christchurch. 
Disembark after breakfast and 
travel north to Christchurch 
enjoying stops along the way. Our 
first call will be in Moeraki where 
we see the fascinating boulders 
formed on the sea floor millions 
of years ago and which extend 
up to 13 feet in diameter. We 
continue to Oamaru where we 
see the worlds smallest penguins, 
the Blue penguins, in their natural 
environment. After a local lunch we 

Dunedin

drive through the undulating sheep 
lands of North Otago stopping 
at the historic town of Geraldine 
where we have time to wander and 
see the boutique and speciality 
shops. Arrive in Christchurch in the 
early evening at the Rydges Hotel 
(or similar) for our two night stay. 

Day 22 Christchurch. Today enjoy 
a morning tour of this most English 
of cities. See Cathedral Square, the 
River Avon, Hagley Park and a visit 
to the Cashmere Hills and the “Sign 
of the Takahe”, an old stone road 
house overlooking Christchurch 
city with panoramic views of the 
Southern Alps and Canterbury Plains. 
We will visit Canterbury Museum 
which includes the world’s greatest 
collection of artefacts from the 
heroic age of discovery in Antarctica. 
Alternatively join a full day optional 
excursion on the famous Trans 
Alpine Railway which crosses the 
South Island from Christchurch to 
Greymouth on the west coast and 
climbs into the majestic Southern 
Alps to Arthurs Pass National Park, 
before descending through lush 
beech rainforest to the West Coast 
town of Greymouth. We will meet 
tonight for a farewell dinner at a 
local vineyard.

Day 23 Christchurch to London 
/ Manchester. After breakfast in 
the hotel transfer to the airport for 
our scheduled flight to London or 
Manchester via Singapore. 

Day 24 London / Manchester. 
Arrive this morning.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, two nights hotel 
accommodation in Singapore and two nights in Christchurch on a bed and breakfast 
basis, overnight hotel accommodation in Auckland on a bed and breakfast basis 
with lunch on days 6 and 21 and dinner on days 3, 5 and 22, 15 nights aboard 
the Silver Discoverer on a full board basis, all drinks whilst onboard, shore 
excursions, Expedition Team, transfers, all gratuities, port taxes, airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance, optional excursion on Tranz Alpine Express, 
meals other than those stated in the inclusions.

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

Cat Cabin Description Brochure Price
1 Explorer Suite 

2 View Suite 

3 Vista Suite 

4 Veranda Suite   

5  Medallion Suite  

1 Explorer Suite for sole use 

2 View Suite for sole use 

Special Offer
SAVE £1000 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Ship to Shore: This cruise is not classified as an expedition cruise, however 
Zodiac landing crafts will be used on some days to explore coastlines and 
to transport passengers ashore. Some of the more remote destinations we 
have included are only accessible by Zodiacs such as Stewart Island, White 
Island and Jackson Bay where sea conditions can be challenging. Zodiacs will 
also be used for our three days of exploration in Fiordland. We plan to be 
alongside in Auckland, Napier, Wellington, Picton, Nelson and Dunedin and 
everywhere else will be at anchor.  

£11795
£11995
£12995
£14995
£16995
£14495
£14695

£10795
£10995
£11995
£13995
£15995
£13495
£13695

will explain the history of the area 
and the recovery programme of 
the emblematic kiwi bird. There will 
also be a boat ride and guided walk 
through an interesting beech forest.  

Days 16 to 18 Fiordland National 
Park. Fiordland National Park is a 
World Heritage Site and includes 
Milford, Doubtful and Dusky 
Sounds, which we will spend three 
days exploring. Tucked away in the 
Fiordland National Park, you will 
immerse yourself in the breath-
taking views of Milford Sound 
(Piopiotahi in Māori). The majestic 
carved peaks and dramatic 
waterfalls will leave you in awe as 
you marvel at the striking figure 
that is Mitre Peak. Using Zodiacs 
and the ship to explore, our 
Captain and Expedition Team will 
work together to create the perfect 
schedule for our days in Fiordland 
National Park. While seals and 
dolphins are often sighted in these 
waters, you may also be witness to 
the occasional visiting whale.

Day 19 Ulva and Stewart Island. 
New Zealand’s third island is well 
off the usual beaten tourist track. It 
is a wonderfully tranquil place, the 
scenery of untouched bush land is 
stunning. We have a morning on 
Ulva Island and will use Zodiacs 
to go ashore for walks with our 
local guides to view the endemic 
plants and the prolific birdlife. 
This afternoon we land at Oban 
for an insight into New Zealand’s 
southernmost community where the 
local guides will enjoy sharing their 
knowledge during guided walks.

Day 20 Dunedin. Arrive this 
morning in Dunedin which has 
many gracious 19th century 
buildings including the magnificent 
railway station, a superb example 
of Victorian architecture. There 
will be the opportunity to join a 

Humpback whale Rotorua

NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. The itinerary is based on current flight 
schedules and may change when 2016 flight schedules are confirmed. 
All special offers are subject to availability.
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Bay of Islands, New Zealand
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Among the Kurils, a necklace-like chain of volcanic islands, we find a 
staggering abundance of marine life, vast forests and wild-flower-dappled 
tundra, back-dropped by soaring steam-breathing volcanoes. Basalt stacks 
rise from the sea, tailor made resting and nesting spots for unimaginable 
numbers of seabirds. Reaching the Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia’s remote 
easternmost province and home to the brown bear, we are greeted with a 
dramatic landscape of fire and ice. Geysers, hot springs and active volcanoes 
set amidst towering mountains and fast flowing rivers make this area 
magnificently unique. Marvel at spouting whales, frolicking seals and huge 
populations of nesting and migratory seabirds. Sailing in late June and early 
July, we will take full advantage of the mid-summer sun, travelling on nature’s 
terms, enjoying dramatic scenery and encountering the region’s ancient 
cultures and fascinating people whose lives are rarely touched by outsiders.

Few places in the world can offer experiences beyond one’s imagination. 
But here, as we navigate along the Kamchatka Peninsula with its spectacular 
scenery and skies dominated by vast colonies of seabirds, we can enjoy one 
of the last true wilderness areas. The wildlife is some of the richest in the 
world and the region is truly a birdwatcher’s paradise with Tufted and Horned 
puffins, guillemots, cormorants, Steller’s sea eagle, Brown-headed Thrush, 
Siberian Ruby-throats, Black legged Kittiwakes, and Crested or Whiskered 
Auklets just some of the species we hope to encounter. In fact, over 150 
different bird species were spotted during our last voyage in the region and a 
full list is available on request.

Using our Zodiacs to make landings, we hope to catch glimpses of brown 
bear and countless seabirds will accompany us as we cruise in comfort aboard 
the luxurious Silver Discoverer. This is your opportunity to see a seldom visited 
corner of the world and the chance to witness the timeless processes of 
nature taking place without the hindrance or help of man. 

RUSSIA

CANADA

Petropavlovsk
Komandorskiye Is.

Zhupanova River

Seattle

ALASKA
Nome

Hakodate

Tokyo

Chirpoy Island
Yankicha Is.
Matua Is.Korsakov

Tyuleniy Is.
Makanrushi/Lovyshki Is.

Atlasova Island

JAPAN

Provideniya

Bogoslov Is.
& Petra BayTymlat Village

Lavrova Bay

Anastasiya Bay

Bear and cubs

The remote reaches of Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula and the distant and isolated Kuril Islands have fired the imagination 
of explorers and traders for centuries. Join us on this remarkable voyage of unparalleled exploration as we follow in 

Bering’s path along the ‘Pacific Ring of Fire’, a region known to only a few privileged travellers. From Hakodate, Japan through 
Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula to Alaska, we cruise through a pristine environment that calls to nature lovers, history buffs, 
photographers and the intrepid explorer within. 

Passage to Kamchatka & Beyond
An expedition cruise from Japan to Alaska exploring the Russian Far East
23rd June to 13th July 2016

Ship’s Log
We have operated many similar 
voyages and below are extracts 
from past ship’s logs which should 
provide you with an insight into 
what you can expect from this 
unique voyage...

Tyuleniy Island, Sakhalin:  
“Approaching the beach we could 
already see incredible wildlife. 
Guillemots were all around on 

the water and in the air and the 
beach and the shallows near our 
landing site was dotted with truly 

enormous Steller sealion bulls, and 
smaller (but still rather impressive) 
fur seals. The barking of the bulls 
was drowned out by the calls of 
thousands upon thousands of 
Kittiwakes and Guillemots on the 
cliffs behind the beach.”

Kuril Islands: 
“The sun strengthened and the 
winds died away, and we found 
ourselves in genuine awe, none 
of us had seen seabird numbers 
like this anywhere else on earth. A 
handful of sea otters and sea eagles 
were sighted, and the volcano of 
Chirpoy island even belched off a 
little sulphur as a backdrop.”

Kamchatka Peninsula:  
“A brief cruise on the way back 
to the ship became somewhat 
lengthened when a grey whale was 
sighted. Incredibly rare in this part 
of the world, many of us stayed 
with the whale as it fed through the 
shallows at the back of the bay.” 

“Three orcas flowed along with 
us for a while, coming close to 
the bow, and no sooner had they 
moved on than Brent spotted a 
sperm whale. The captain slowed 

down and gently maneuvered the 
ship close, giving us spectacular 
views of this huge animal as he 
breathed for a while then fluked up 
for a deep dive.” 

“The river mouth was shallow and 
fast-flowing, and Sergey saw a bear 
near the huts when he went in to 
scout, so we stayed in the Zodiacs 
for a while to head upstream. After 
sighting a Steller’s Sea Eagle and 

dozens of Red-throated divers, we 
rounded a bend and sure enough, 
there was ‘our’ bear. For the next 
half hour or so, we stayed quiet 
and slowly edged the Zodiacs just 
a little further up the river until we 
were all against the bank watching 
this big bear, as he munched and 
snuffled in the vegetation.”

Ariy Kamen and Nikolskoye, 
Bering Island, Commander Islands: 
“When we arrived we found a tiny 
columnar basalt island absolutely 
covered in seabirds. Thousands 
of black-legged kittiwakes were 
joined by hundreds of their smaller, 
dainty red-legged relatives. Every 
ledge was packed, clusters of 
kittiwakes and clusters of common 
and Brunnich’s guillemots, 
interspersed with glossy black 
red-faced and pelagic shags. A 
handful of horned puffins seemed 
to almost pose for us on some of 
the ledges, and higher up on the 
grass we could see auklets.”
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Zodiac cruising and Brown Bear

names is uncertain: the original 
Ainu language name of the island 
was Repunmoshiri, a word meaning 
“place of many small birds” During 
a Zodiac cruise we search along the 
coast for the profusion of wildlife 
that lives in the area including 
Steller sea lions fulmars, kittiwakes, 
puffins and auklets.The layers of 
volcanic soil and stone are apparent 
in the cliffs at the water’s edge. 
Much of the rocky shore is vibrantly 
coloured with iron-rich reds and 
almost blue-black basalts. 

Day 8 Yankicha Island and Matua 
Island. Yankitcka is impressive. 
Accessible only by Zodiac and 
only during high tide, it is actually 
a sinking volcanic caldera. Inside 
the magnificent lagoon with its 
fumaroles and hot springs, we can 
still see traces of the tremendous 
forces that created the island 
long ago and a visit here is 
invariably one of the highpoints 
of the voyage. The number of 
auklets, which breed here, is truly 
incredible. During the afternoon 
we hope to land on Matua Island 
which is home to one of the Kuril’s 
most active volcanoes, with more 
than 14 documented eruptions in 
the past 250 years. We will learn 
about the Japanese military base 
that was set up here during WWII 
and how the Japanese used to 
capture geothermal heat from the 
volcano to keep the runway, which 
normally freezes over during winter, 
permanently usable. Hikers will 
be rewarded with good views of 
the abandoned military positions 
and will hopefully get a glimpse 
of the island’s population of 
Brown-headed Thrush and Siberian 
Rubythroats in the alder thickets. 

Day 9 Lovyshki Islands and 
Makanrushi Island. With our 
Zodiacs we will approach the 
clusters of rocks that comprise 

this island group - home to huge 
populations of sea mammals 
and birds. At Skaly Lovushky we 
will go in search of northern fur 
seals and Steller sea lions and 
hope to get good views of the 
pigeon guillemots that often 
swim around the rocky outcrops 
of the islands. Makanrushi is an 
uninhabited volcanic island  
with an area of 49 square 
kilometres. The island is a dormant 
or extinct stratovolcano, Pik 
Mitaka, which rises to 1,169 metres 
above sea level. We will either 
explore by ship or by Zodiac.

Day 10 Atlasova Island. Alaid 
on Atlasova Island is the highest 
volcano in the Kurils with a height 
of over 2000 metres. Together with 
our expedition staff we will land 
by Zodiac on the black lava beach 
of the island, from where we will 
begin our walk to see the remains 
of the Taketomi tufa cone.

Day 11 Petropavlovsk-
Kamchatskiy. Petropavlovsk, town 
of Peter and Paul, derives its name 
from the two sailing ships used 
by Vitus Bering when the great 
explorer reached Avacha Bay in 
1740. It is the only major city on the 
peninsula and one of the oldest 
towns in the Russian Far East. It 
is also the scientific and cultural 
centre of the region, and today we 
see just why that is, as our local 
guides take us on a comprehensive 
tour of the city’s highlights. We will 
visit the museum of ethnography 
and natural history, the art school, 
the gold-domed Orthodox 
cathedral and the marketplace.  
We will have almost the entire day 
to explore the town. As an exciting 
alternative, it may be possible to 
purchase an optional helicopter 
excursion to the Valley of the 
Geysers in the Kronotsky Nature 
Reserve.

Humpback whale , Kuril Islands

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Tokyo, Japan.  
Fly by scheduled flight. 

Day 2 Tokyo. Arrive and transfer to 
the Shangri-La Hotel (or similar) for 
an overnight stay. 

Day 3 Tokyo to Hakodate. Enjoy a 
morning tour before transferring to 
the airport for the scheduled flight 
to Hakodate. On arrival, transfer to 
the Silver Discoverer and meet your 
expedition team. This evening we 
set sail and our expedition begins. 

Day 4 Cruising the Sea of Japan. 
During our first day at sea you will 
have an opportunity to attend 
one of several lectures about the 
cultural and natural history of the 
Russian Far East. Learn more about 
the wildlife we expect to see and 
the different cultures we intend to 
meet on our voyage. 

Day 5 Korsakov, Russia. This port 
once served as a penal colony 
and achieved literary fame after a 
travel report by Anton Chekhov. 
We will have the opportunity to 
visit the city during a morning 
excursion which will include a 
cultural performance. See Yuzhno-
Sakhalinsk’s beautiful Cathedral 

of the Resurrection. The church 
was only completed in 1995 and 
the gold on the onion domes has 
very recently been laid, shining 
brilliantly. From the church continue 
to the Sakhalin Regional Museum, 
which is housed in a beautiful 
Japanese-style structure, due to 
the previous ruling of its southern 
neighbour. The museum covers all 
the facets of Sakhalin Island, from 
its flora and fauna, to its geology 
and history. 

Day 6 Tyuleniy Island. Tyuleniy 
means “seal” in Russian, and 
during the summer months the 
island is home to literally tens of 
thousands of northern fur seals 
and Steller sea lions. Our visit, at 
the height of the breeding season 
is well timed to see not only the 
seals and sea lions, but also tens of 
thousands of Common Guillemots 
and Black-legged Kittiwakes that 
have made their nests in the cliffs 
above. 

Day 7 Chirpoy Island, Kuril Islands. 
Chyornie Bratya is the name for a 
pair of uninhabited volcanic islands 
between Simushir and Urup in 
the Kuril Islands chain in the Sea 
of Okhotsk in the northwest Pacific 
Ocean. The larger of the two is 
named Chirpoy. The origin of the 

Tufted puffin Sea otter
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Day 12 Zhupanova River,  
Kamchatka Peninsula. By 
cruising the river with our highly 
manoeuvrable Zodiacs, we will 
have the ability to stop and go 
ashore wherever we expect to find 
the best birding and nature walks. 
Heading upstream, we are likely to 
spot up to 40 different bird species 
and may even see brown bears 
fishing for salmon in the river.

Day 13 Nikolskoye, 
Komandorskiye Islands, Bering 
Sea. The Komandorskiye or 
Commander Islands are named 
after famed Commander 
Vitus Bering who had been 
commissioned by the Russian 
Tsar to search for a land bridge 
between Asia and America. After 
having been to Alaska he was 
forced to overwinter here. He was 
buried on the island, but part of 
the crew managed to return to 
Petropavlovsk. Our experiences 
will be determined by weather, 
wildlife and sea conditions. We 
intend to visit Nikolskoye, which 
was established in 1826 by fur 
traders. This fishing village on 
Bering Island has a small museum 
where we will learn about the Aleut 
people and their culture. During 
our visit we will enjoy a concert and 
be entertained by a presentation 
of local games. 

Day 14 Tymlat Village. Located in 
the Russian Far East on the Tymlat 
River that flows into the Bering 
Sea is Tymlat village. Arriving on 
Zodiac, we will be treated to some 
local hospitality and a sampling 
of their food, which includes 
salmon, navaga (a member of the 
cod family), herring, and caviar. 
The renowned cultural group 
“Mengo” may even treat us to a 
performance of folk songs and 
dance. You can walk into the 
nearby village and see that many 
homes have little gardens or 
simple greenhouses to provide 
vegetables.

Day 15 Yushnaya Glubokaya and 
Lavrova Bay or Tintikun Lagoon. 
During the early morning we will 
arrive at Yuzhnaya Glubokaya and 
will visit an abandoned fishing 
village that today is covered in 
wildflowers. This is an area well-liked 
by brown bears and activities will 
much depend on their presence. 
Depending on tidal conditions we 
will either enjoy a Zodiac cruise in 
Lavrova Bay or at Tintikun Lagoon. 
Lavrova Bay features a Russian 
shipwreck dating back to the 1970’s 
and another abandoned fish camp. 
The mountains surrounding the 
lagoon are well liked by brown 
bears and we should be able to 
spot them grazing on the slopes. 

Day 16 Petra Bay. Named after one 
of the ships used for the Bering 
expedition, Petra Bay is a sheltered 
bay and offers two hikes: one near 
the lighthouse close to the entrance 
of the bay with little climbing and 
only a short distance to cover; the 
other at the end of the bay, heading 
towards two lakes situated well 
above sea-level. While Largha Seals 
can be expected at the first landing, 
the other promises a longer hike 
and more birding.

Day 17 Anastasia Bay, Nataliya 
Bay and Bogoslov Island. In the 
afternoon we plan to cruise and 
explore this region by Zodiac, 
hoping to see a walrus haul-out. 
Birders will be on the lookout for 
White-fronted and Bean Geese and 
Whooper Swans. Depending on 
the conditions we might go ashore 
by Zodiac for nature walks amid a 

landscape surrounded by conical 
peaks and jagged cliffs, separated 
by valleys with lakes, waterfalls and 
tumbling streams. 

Day 18 Cruising the Chukchi Sea. 
Today is another opportunity to 
learn more about this remote part of 
the world and its inhabitants. Attend 
a lecture preparing you for Alaska 
and do not miss the DVD presented 
by our onboard videographer, 
highlighting all the different 
experiences and wildlife encounters 
we have had during the voyage. 

Day 19 Provideniya, Russia (Cross 
the International Date Line and 
gain a day). In Provideniya we will 
only stop for our outward clearance. 
While the Russian authorities make 
sure all formalities are completed, 
we will start our last day onboard 
with final lectures, summing up our 
unique expedition. Though today is 
technically considered Day 19  
of our voyage, it is one very “short” 
day that includes approximately 
19 hours of cruising the Bering 
Sea and crossing the International 
Date Line. We will actually arrive in 
Alaska before we left Provideniya –
thanks to 24 hours gained crossing 

Pre Cruise 
Tokyo extension 

For those who would 
like to spend some 
more time in Tokyo 
we are offering a 
two night extension 

at the Shangri-La Hotel on a bed 
and breakfast basis including airport 
transfers and a full day tour to Nikko.

Prices per person based  
on double occupancy 
Twin: £745; Single: £995

Lake near Petra Bay Kuril IslandsWhiskered Auklet

Tymlat Village, Kamchatka

the International Dateline from 
west to east. 

Day 20 Nome, Alaska, USA to 
Seattle. Disembark after breakfast 
and transfer to the airport for the 
scheduled flight to Seattle via 
Anchorage. On arrival, transfer to 
your hotel for an overnight stay. 

Day 21 Seattle to London. Check 
out after breakfast and transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight 
to London. 

Day 22 London. Arrive this morning.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight hotel 
accommodation in Tokyo with breakfast, 17 nights aboard the Silver Discoverer 
on a full board basis, all drinks whilst onboard, shore excursions, Expedition 
Team, transfers, all gratuities, overnight hotel accommodation in Seattle on a 
bed and breakfast basis, port taxes, airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance, optional helicopter excursion, Russian visa.
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change and wildlife viewings can not be 
guaranteed. All special offers are subject to availability.

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

Cat Cabin Description Brochure Price
1 Explorer Suite £10995 £10495
2 View Suite £11495 £10995
3 Vista Suite £12495 £11995
4 Veranda Suite £14195 £13695  

5  Medallion Suite £15195 £14695 

1 Explorer Suite for sole use £13495 £12995
2 View Suite for sole use £14995 £14495

Special Offer
SAVE £500 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Zodiac cruising
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Kronotsky Volcano, Russia
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Brown Bear

  EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

• See some of Alaska’s famous glaciers up close  
•  Cruise by Zodiac to remote islands, home to thousands of 

birds and herds of Sea Lions

•   Explore the different First Nation cultures, visiting their Big  
or Longhouses, marvelling at their Totem Poles

• Savour some of Alaska’s and British Columbia’s delicacies

•  Wander amidst impressive Sitka Spruce and Western 
Hemlock Forests

•  Look for Bald Eagles, the Kemode Bear and the largest 
concentration of Orcas in the world

•  Excursion to Grizzly Bear Park (British Columbia, Canada)

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Vancouver

ALASKA

Alert Bay & 
Johnstone 
StraitQueen

Charlotte 
Sound

Ketchikan
Petersburg & 

Le Conte Glacier

Hubbard Glacier
& Icy Bay

GULF OF
ALASKA

Prince William
Sound

Seward

Anchorage

Point Adolphus
& Elfin Cove

CANADA

Prince Rupert

Chiswell
Islands

Victoria

Natural Wonders of Alaska  
An expedition voyage exploring the Alaskan coast and inside passage
24th July to 7th August 2016

“There are many ships operating cruises in Alaska but we feel 
the best way is by small ship. Alaska is a destination where nature 
comes to life all around you and by using the Silver Discoverer, 
we are able to utilise the Zodiacs to get a close, but safe distance, 
from calving glaciers or sea lion colonies. We can also cruise the 
waters of the Inside Passage to see whales, bears and eagles in 
their natural habitat whilst also visiting the small communities that 
call this remote land home and learn more about their traditional 
way of life. Using the Silver Discoverer we have a comfortable 
and welcoming base to return to after a day‘s exploring whilst 
the onboard expedition team will add greatly to our experience 
through their knowledge of the natural world, local cultures and 
the geology of our surroundings.”

Our View

This voyage promises to be a true expedition, an exciting journey of wildlife discovery and spectacular scenery. Accommodating just 120 passengers, 
our vessel will be able to dock in small inlets and bays and turn course at just a moment’s notice when wildlife has been sighted. Informative lectures 
and excursions ashore with experts in small parties allow you to make the most of your trip without all the diversions of big ship life. Whilst cruising 
you will be able to relax on deck and enjoy the beauty and peace of Alaska as we explore the backwaters of fjords where big ships cannot venture. 
We will avoid the regular, crowded tourist stops as we search for places of natural beauty and cultural history and will forsake the wider shipping lanes 
for channels just a few hundred feet wide, thereby avoiding the large cruise liner routes wherever possible. 

These are perfect waters for expedition cruising and each day of our journey will present new wonders as we get close to spectacular glaciers that 
press into narrow channels and break into thunderous roars, gushing rivers and cliffs that soar 3000 feet from the water’s edge and for a real close-up 
experience we will use our Zodiacs to view wildlife such as bird colonies, whales, sea otters, seals, bears and swooping bald eagles if we are lucky. 
Our itinerary will be kept flexible allowing us the opportunity to fully experience nature’s unplanned events and you will be joined onboard by an 
expert expedition team composed of experts in the culture, history and wildlife of Alaska who will add greatly to your experience through informal 
talks onboard, guided Zodiac landings and during the small group explorations ashore.

Coastal Alaska is incredibly beautiful. 
A vast area of fjords, channels, rivers, 

glaciers and bays, all of which can be best 
appreciated from the deck of a small ship 
as she weaves her way through the seemingly 
endless coastal wilderness. Whilst there is no 
shortage of vessels plying Alaskan waters, 
we believe the small ship experience in 
these waters is far preferable to cruising 
on one of the vast resort ships with their 
2000 passengers. For those who really wish to experience the magic of the wilderness, to 
come close to nature and enjoy the serenity of the vast landscape, the Silver Discoverer, 
which we have chartered for this expedition, is the ideal option. 
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Anchorage, 
Alaska. Fly by scheduled flight via 
Seattle. Arrive this evening and 
transfer to the Captain Cook Hotel 
for an overnight stay.

Day 2 Anchorage to Seward. 
After breakfast, transfer from the 
hotel for a sightseeing tour of 
Anchorage including a visit to the 
Anchorage Museum. After lunch in 
a local restaurant we will continue 
along the picturesque Turnagain 
Arm onto the Kenai Peninsula.  
We will arrive into Seward this 
afternoon and transfer to the Silver 
Discoverer for embarkation. Sail 
this evening.

Day 3 Holgate Glacier and 
Chiswell Islands. We will start 
our day with a visit to Aialik Bay 
and Holgate Arm, specifically 
to the Holgate Glacier, one of 
the tidewater glaciers of Kenai 
Fjords National Park. While 
“Little Holgate” has retreated 
and is broken up, Holgate is still 
spectacular and calvings can be 
expected. Gray and humpback 
whales are common visitors of 
the Kenai Fjords and we will keep 
an eye out for any sightings. 
During lunch Silver Discoverer 
will be heading south towards 
the entrance of Aialik Bay and 
the Chiswell Islands. They have 
been described as strangely-
shaped water-borne beehives, and 
although you will not find bees, 
the rocks are covered with birds: 
black-legged kittiwakes, horned 
puffins and tufted puffins, common 
murres and thick-billed murres, 
pigeon guillemots and among 
the shorebirds oystercatchers can 
be found. Other resident wildlife 
of the region which we will see 
include Steller sea lions, the 
largest of the eared seals and sea 
otters. To see these and more, our 
Zodiacs will take you closer  
to shore.

Glacier BayWhales hunting

Day 4 College Fjord and cruising 
Esther Passage. Once we have 
entered Prince William Sound 
we will be heading for an area 
first visited by the Harriman 
Expedition in 1899 and named 
by the participants for prominent 
East Coast Colleges. Although 
the expedition was predominantly 
male it had been decided to name 
the tidewater and valley glaciers in 
a specific way: men’s colleges on 
the eastern side, women’s colleges 
on the western side. On our way 
out of College Fjord we will take 
Esther Passage and on our portside 
we will see mainland Alaska, while 
on starboard will be Esther Island. 
Heading back into Prince William 
Sound we will pass the Naked 
Islands where deer roam. 

Day 5 Yakutat & Hubbard Glacier. 
This morning while we cruise 
the Gulf of Alaska you can relax 
onboard and scan the waters 
for whales from the outer decks. 
During the afternoon we will visit 
the community of Yakutat and for 
those interested there will be a 
flightseeing excursion to be able 
to see the Hubbard Glacier from 
above. This glacier commences in 
Canada and after some 80 miles 
terminates in Disenchantment Bay 
– making it the longest glacier in 
North America. This is one of the 
few advancing glaciers, and our 
small ship is able to manoeuvre a 
comfortable distance off the face 
of the glacier allowing us to stand 
on deck and watch for “glacier 
calving”.

Day 6 Elfin Cove, George Island, 
Inian Island & Point Adolphus. 
This morning we visit the small 
community of Elfin Cove and 
nearby George Island which was 
used during World War Two to 
protect Alaska against a potential 
Japanese invasion. The remains 
of the military installations can be 
seen on a hike. At Inian Island we 
will embark on a spectacular Zodiac 

cruise, searching for some of the 
emblematic animals of Alaska: bald 
eagles, tufted puffins, Steller sea 
lions, sea otters and humpback 
whales. During the evening the 
Silver Discoverer will be near Point 
Adolphus, a well-known area for 
whale watching. Enjoy an aperitif 
while on the outer decks, looking 
for humpback and minke whales, 
as well as Orcas or simply enjoying 
the landscape.

Day 7 Petersburg & Wrangell 
Narrows. Today be prepared 
for an early wake-up call, as we 
will take a Zodiac cruise to see 
Steller sea lions and go in search 
of humpback whales before 
breakfast. During the afternoon 
we pay a visit to Petersburg, 
one of Alaska’s major fishing 
communities. Although the Tlingit 
and other indigenous groups had 
been in this area for centuries, it 
was only after Norwegian, Peter 
Buschmann -after whom the town 
is named- settled here, starting 
the first cannery (still working) and 
attracting more immigrants from 
Scandinavia, hence the nickname 
“Little Norway”, that a permanent 
town evolved. From Petersburg the 
Silver Discoverer will be heading 
south, using the very narrow and 
spectacular Wrangell Narrows 

which runs for 22 miles between 
the islands of Mitkof, Kupreanov 
and Woewodski. The winding 
narrows are only accessible by 
small ships such as the Silver 
Discoverer.

Day 8 Ketchikan. Ketchikan is 
one of the larger towns of the 
area and will offer a variety of 
exciting options today. You may 
choose to participate in a truly 
unique “Alaskan Wilderness 
Survival” programme which 
involves travelling by local boat 
with a wilderness skills instructor 
to a remote island where he will 
lead your small group through an 
old-growth rainforest and show 
you a few tricks of the survivalist’s 
trade. This hands-on experience 
engages all in tasks like building 
a shelter, collecting wild edibles 
and signalling from the beach. 
Back aboard the vessel, you will 
haul sampling pots in search of the 
elusive (and invasive) green crab 
and other fascinating creatures 
that inhabit the ocean floor. 
Alternatively enjoy exploring the 
wilderness of Alaska with the 
chance to spot some local wildlife, 
catch dungeness crabs and enjoy 
a crab feast in the comfort of the 
George Inlet Lodge, an old cannery 
house built over the fjord on stilts. 

Bald Eagle
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Resurrection BayTotem Pole

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight hotel 
accommodation in Anchorage on a bed and breakfast basis, 12 nights aboard 
the Silver Discoverer on a full board basis, all drinks whilst onboard, shore 
excursions, Expedition Team, transfers, all gratuities, port taxes, airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visa.
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. The itinerary is based on current flight 
schedules and may change when 2016 flight schedules are confirmed. All special 
offers are subject to availability.

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

Cat Cabin Description Brochure Price
1 Explorer Suite £8695 £7695
2 View Suite £8995 £7995
3 Vista Suite £9995 £8995
4 Veranda Suite £11995 £10995  

5  Medallion Suite £12995 £11995 

1 Explorer Suite for sole use £11295 £10295
2 View Suite for sole use £11595 £10595

Special Offer
SAVE £1000 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Post Cruise 
Vancouver Extension 

Extend your stay in 
Vancouver with our 
post-cruise extension. 
Enjoy two night’s 
accommodation at 

the Fairmount Hotel (or similar) on a 
bed and breakfast basis, a half day 
city tour, ship to hotel and hotel to 
airport transfers.

Prices per person based  
on double occupancy 
Twin: £425; Single: £495

You will learn from local experts 
about fish traps and hear tales of 
the fish pirates that would rob the 
cannery of their fish and during 
the cruise you will pass an old 
gold mine and see the Mahoney 
Glacial Cirque. At the bottom of 
the Cirque there is a river that is 
host to bears, eagles, and salmon 
as well as orcas, sea lions and 
seals who frequent the area in 
search of fish.

Day 9 Prince Rupert. During the 
morning we will continue cruising 
the Inside Passage, while we are 
heading further inland to Prince 
Rupert, the ‘City of Rainbows’, 
our point of entry into Canada 
and Canada’s ‘Gateway to the 
North’. Prince Rupert’s port is the 
deepest natural harbour in North 
America and ice-free all year 
round, making it an ideal port for 
cargo between Asia and North 
America since it is also connected 
to the Canadian Railway. Fishing 
and lumber were once dominant, 
but tourism is becoming an 
important factor. Tour the city 
with stops at the museum where 
we will be welcomed with song, 
mask dancing and storytelling, 
the North Pacific Cannery 
National Historic Site where your 
guide will provide an insight into 
the industrial canning history as 
well as the ecology and landscape 
of the area, Port Edward and 
other historical places including 
the Capitol Theatre or have a 
look at the Sunken Gardens near 
the Courthouse, the (Art Deco) 
City Hall and the various Totem 
Poles. Alternatively, you may opt 
to join the excursion to Grizzly 
Bear Park. The Khutzeymateen 
Sanctuary, also called ‘Valley of 
the Grizzly’, is the only one of its 
kind in Canada. The park’s name 
is a Tsimshian First Nations word 
that means “sheltered place of 
fish and bears.” Established in 
1994, the park contains one of 
the largest populations of Grizzly 
Bears in British Columbia. The 
bears are protected from human 
activity and live freely, though 
people can observe them quietly 
from boats offshore.

Day 10 Haida Gwaii (formerly 
Queen Charlotte). In the Haida 
Gwaii you will learn about the 
history and art at the Haida 
Heritage Center at Kaay ‘Llnagaay 
where six Totem Poles were raised 
in 2001. Here we will enjoy totem 
interpretation, inside exhibits 
and see hand carved canoes. We 
will also have time to explore the 
community of Skidegate and walk 
around, visiting local homes that 
sell First Nations art. During the 
morning we will continue by local 
school bus to Misty Meadows in 

Naikoon Provincial Park where 
we will enjoy a guided forest walk 
before returning to the Skidegate 
Community Hall for a traditional 
feast which will include elk stew, 
Sockeye Salmon and other local 
fish such as halibut and cod, dried 
seaweed and bannock. During the 
feast enjoy traditional drumming, 
storytelling and dancing.

Day 11 Cruising the Canadian 
Inside Passage. Today we take 
advantage of the fact that we 
are on a small manoeuvrable 
expedition ship. Our Captain and 
Expedition Leader will decide 
on the best options for the day, 
allowing for total flexibility as 
we explore the Canadian Inside 
Passage in search of wildlife both 
ashore and in the water. 

Day 12 Alert Bay and Johnstone 
Strait. Located near the northern 
entrance of Johnstone Strait, 
Alert Bay is a small but culturally 
and historically rich village 
on Cormorant Island (named 
after HMS Cormorant). The 
Kwakwaka’wakw are well known 
for their art and especially their 
carvings. Not only were Totem 
Poles of importance, masks are 
central to the representation of 
the different characters of their 
dances and feature prominently. 
We will spend the morning in 
Alert Bay where we will see a 
cultural presentation and walk 
to the Memorial Totem Poles at 
the Namgis Burial Ground, one 
of the few places were the Totem 
Poles have not been disturbed 
or removed. At the U’mista 
Cultural Centre we will hear about 
the potlatch system and the 
ancient way of life. The museum 
holds a precious collection of 
masks and artefacts previously 
confiscated during the potlatch 
ban from 1884 to 1951. At the 
Big House we will experience 
traditional First Nations songs 
and dances. During the afternoon 
we cruise the Johnstone strait; 
this spectacular 110 kilometre 
waterway offers spectacular 

scenery from the outer decks. 
The strait that is between 2.5 
kilometres and 5 kilometres wide 
is home to large numbers of orcas 
during the summer months.

Day 13 Victoria, British 
Columbia, Canada. Located 
halfway between Vancouver and 
Seattle, Victoria might not be the 
largest city, but it is the capital 
of British Columbia. The sea 
around Victoria and Vancouver 
Island teems with wildlife and 
this morning there will be the 
opportunity to join a whale 
watching excursion and watch 
for friendly migrating humpback 
whales slapping their flippers 
and showing off their flashy 
flukes. During the boat cruise 
you might also see a minke whale 
silently surfacing or spot a gray 
whale’s heart-shaped spout on 
the horizon. Known as the ‘City 
of Gardens’ we will explore 
why this afternoon as we visit 
several parks and gardens. One 
of the highlights of Victoria is 
the ‘Butchart Gardens’. These 
internationally acclaimed floral 
display gardens started over 100 
years ago remain privately owned 
by the family. Jennie Butchart 
wanted to make her husband’s 

depleted limestone quarry 
look better and the result is the 
‘Sunken Garden’. Other gardens 
include the ‘Rose Garden’, the 
‘Japanese Garden’ and the 
‘Italian Garden’. The gardens 
have been designated a National 
Historic Site of Canada due to 
their international renown.

Day 14 Vancouver to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and 
transfer to the airport for your 
scheduled flight to London. 

Day 15 London. Arrive this morning.
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Whale Breaching, Alaska
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Norman Lewis, regarded by many as one of our greatest travel writers visited Burma some 
sixty odd years ago and soon after published ‘Golden Earth’. This wonderfully poignant 

work still resonates today and is essential reading for anyone contemplating a visit to this beautiful 
and enigmatic land. There is no doubt that for the cultural traveller, Myanmar is the jewel of 
Southeast Asia and we are delighted to have chartered the Silver Discoverer for this unique voyage 
which offers the opportunity to explore the country‘s cultural wonders combined with calls into the 
southern Mergui Archipelago, a pristine collection of islands where tourists are a rarity and the only 
possible means of exploration is small ship. Our voyage in November is perfectly timed, the 
weather may be cold at home but will be warm and sunny for our exploration. Embarking 
the Silver Discoverer in Phuket, our voyage begins with a relaxing day at sea as we 
navigate the warm waters of the Bay of Bengal bound for the little known Andaman Islands 
where we will explore the capital Port Blair and some outlaying islands. This is a beautiful 
archipelago untouched by tourism and offering marvellous snorkelling.

Andaman IslandsBagan

Passage to the Golden Earth
A unique voyage exploring the Andaman Islands, Myanmar and Mergui Archipelago 
19th November to 2nd December 2016

We continue to the ‘Golden Land’ of Burma, renamed Myanmar in recent years. With its ancient 
civilisation, its Buddhist culture, its traditional lifestyle, golden pagodas and sublime hospitality, 
it offers a stark contrast to major cities, to Western expectations and to mass tourism. There is no 
other Asian country with such a vast and varied range of cultural sites and our itinerary includes 
highlights such as bustling Yangon known as the ‘city of Peace’ where we will visit the impressive 
reclining Buddha and the most sacred Golden Pagoda which overlooks the city. Enjoy the sheer 
beauty of Bagan, surrounded by the most significant pagodas and temples. Explore the local 
markets selling fresh fruits, nuts, fish, flowers, wood carvings, fabrics, longyis and rattan products. 
After our days ashore which will be filled with new impressions and remarkable sights and as the 
sunlight fades in the early evening and disappears behind a golden pagoda, one can understand 
why the country is often called “Mystical Myanmar”, a land of beauty and promise. Upon leaving 
Yangon we sail for the rarely visited Mergui Archipelago and end our voyage as we started, 
surrounded by pristine beaches perfect for beachcombing, snorkelling or simply relaxing.

The Silver Discoverer is an ideal vessel for our voyage, and with a maximum of just 120 
passengers she offers all the comforts of a larger vessel, but with the added luxury of a small 
number of passengers, an expert expedition team onboard and a fleet of Zodiac landing 
craft which allow us access to wonderful places denied to larger ships. Our unusual itinerary 
will appeal to those looking for something different, incorporating explorations of remote 
archipelagos with a more expedition focus with a fascinating look at the cultural highlights  
of Myanmar. 

  EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

•  Visit Bagan, the “Cradle of 
Civilisation” and Myanmar’s former 
capital 

•   Learn about Buddhism in 
Chaukhtatkyi

•   Attend a traditional puppet show 
during an exclusive private gala dinner

•   Meet Nobel laureate, Ma Theingi, 
former assistant to Daw Aung San  
Suu Kyi

•  Explore the beautiful Andaman and 
Mergui Archipelagos

•  Swim and snorkel in pristine waters 
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Phuket, Thailand. 
Fly by scheduled indirect flight.

Day 2 Phuket. Arrive this afternoon 
and transfer to our hotel for an 
overnight stay. The remainder of 
the day is at leisure.

Day 3 Phuket. Enjoy a morning 
at leisure before transferring 
to the Silver Discoverer in the 
afternoon. After settling in to your 
cabin there will be a safety briefing 
and you will be introduced to your 
Expedition Team. Enjoy a welcome 
dinner onboard this evening as we 
start our voyage to the Andaman 
Islands.

Day 4 At sea. While we cross the 
Andaman Sea with its 572 islands, 
we will start our day with a Zodiac 
briefing, as we will be making 
extensive use of our inflatable and 
stable mode of transportation 
during our voyage. Afterwards our 
naturalists and experts introduce 
you to the different wonders of 
these Indian islands through their 
entertaining lectures. 

Day 5 Andaman Islands, India. 
In the early morning we arrive at 
Port Blair, the Andaman Islands’ 
main town and port. Once we 
have cleared customs we can have 
a look at this quaint and friendly 
Indian town that seems to have 
been transported in a time capsule 
from the 1940s to the 21st century. 
Formerly an important British naval 
base and penal colony, Port Blair 
still has a busy commercial and 
naval harbour. The Andaman’s 
historic monuments and museums 
are found here as well as Aberdeen 

MonksYangon

Market with its fresh vegetables, 
herbs, spices and fruit. During 
lunch onboard we will sail some 17 
nautical miles and anchor on the 
north side of Neill Island. We will 
explore the various beaches which 
all offer different things: Laxmanpur 
with its white sand beach is 
perfect for walks while Bharatpur 
offers good beach-combing. 
Our naturalists will lead several 
interesting walks over the island 
whilst snorkellers have the chance 
to see snappers, Napoleon Wrasses, 
tuna, crayfish, nudibranches, eagle 
rays, sting rays, octopus, moray eels, 
Moorish Idols, star fish, Lionfish and 
many more species. 

Day 6 Andaman Islands. Our next 
stop is in the Ritchies Archipelago. 
Of the ten heavily wooded islands, 
Havelock is the largest and on 
it Elephant Beach is popular 
with Indian tourists. The beach 
received its name because of the 
last elephant swimming there. 
Although the beach suffered from 
the 2004 tsunami, the coral here 
is probably the best on the island, 
making this an excellent spot 

for snorkelling with bumphead 
parrotfish, groupers, sweetlips and 
even seahorses seen here. During 
the afternoon we will again pass 
Port Blair to clear out of India as we 
sail towards Myanmar.

Day 7 At sea. A day at sea to 
prepare for our next country: 
Myanmar. Attend lectures that will 
inform about both the colonial as 
well as the modern history of this 
fascinating country. 

Day 8 Yangon, Myanmar. We 
reach Yangon today where we 
will be moored for three days 
during which time you are 
likely to be as entranced as our 
Victorian forefathers, finding an 
extraordinarily picturesque land 
populated by people of great 
charm and natural warmth. 

This morning enjoy an excursion 
visiting the world-famous 
2500-year-old Shwedagon 
Pagoda. The top of the stupa 
is adorned with 5488 diamonds 
and 2317 rubies. Venerated as a 
symbol of architectural perfection, 

the glittering golden stupa is 
considered the appearance of 
Gautama Buddha in the present 
world. One of the largest reclining 
Buddha in the world is found at 
the Chaukhtatgyi Pagoda where if 
you wish you can sponsor the last 
meal of the day for the monks in 
residence. As the last point we will 
explore Scott Market, seeing the 
many shops, stalls and vendors. 

To celebrate our arrival into 
Myanmar, we will enjoy a very 
special evening ashore at 
Padonmar restaurant which we 
have reserved exclusively for our 
group. One of the best restaurants 
in Yangon, here we will experience 
authentic home-cooked Myanmar 
cuisine which is influenced by 
India and China. These influences 
have also affected the religion, 
the culture and the arts that are 
found in Myanmar. During dinner, 
a group of traditional Burmese 
puppeteers will play and perform 
as they manipulate their puppets 
to tell tales of national culture. The 
puppets will converse, joke, and 
relate humorous stories through 
their movements to delight the 
audience in a way that has been 
practiced throughout the ages.

Day 9 Bagan or Bago. There will 
be a choice of tour today from 
Yangon. You can choose to fly to 
Bagan, the former Royal historical 
capital to see some of the most 
significant pagodas and temples 
dating back to the 11th and 
13th century, the breathtaking 
monuments will contribute to 
memories that will stay with you 
forever. The Shwezigon Pagoda 
was created to enshrine a replica 
of one of the Lord Buddha’s teeth Silver Discoverer
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and its bell-shape has been the 
prototype for all other pagodas 
in Bagan. Wall paintings in the 
Gubyaukgiy Temple depict scenes 
from the previous lives of the 
Buddha. The Ananda Temple 
is a beautiful example of Mon 
architecture, while the Damayangyi 
Temple is Bagan’s largest. Apart 
from the pagodas and temples 
we will also see how traditional 
lacquer ware is produced including 
the many stages from the cutting 
and shaping of the bamboo to the 
final stages, when the final coatings 
are applied. At the end of a long 
but rewarding day we fly back to 
Yangon and return to the comfort 
of the Silver Discoverer. 

Alternatively for those that would 
prefer to visit Bago, a full day tour 
will be on offer. Here we visit the 
city on the banks of the River Bago 
in the lower regions of Myanmar. 
First established in 825 A.D. by 
immigrants “Mons” who came 
down from Chinai in the 14th 
century, King Binya U came here to 
establish his reign and then further 
in the 15th century. It was named 
as the ancient capital city of the 
Mon kingdom, although then it was 
called “Pegu”. 

Day 10 Yangon. Today we will get 
a feeling of Myanmar’s struggle 
for independence and journey 
to democracy gaining an insight 
into the more recent events in the 
country and their social implication. 
Apart from visiting the Bogyoke 
Aung San Museum, relating to the 
country’s independence leader, 
we will see the U Thant Museum 
(former U.N. General Secretary) 
and the University of Yangon’s main 
campus. The highlight of the day 
for many will be meeting Nobel 
laureate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
former assistant Ma Theinghi, who 

We relocate during lunch to the 
Mid Group and Kyunn Phi Lar. At 
this spectacular island you will 
have the choice of a jungle walk, 
kayaking along a mangrove estuary 
or snorkelling. In the evening the 
local wildlife will be on the move 
and can be spotted from a kayak or 
in the jungle.

Day 13 Mergui Archipelago. Today 
we will spend the full morning 
kayaking, swimming, snorkelling, 
diving or just relaxing on one of 
the beautiful beaches. Return to 
the ship for lunch and enjoy an 
afternoon at sea as we return to 
Thailand. During the afternoon we 
can relax in the lounge and watch 
the videographer’s presentation of 
the voyage. Enjoy those marvellous 
takes and moments, both above 
and in the water. As would be 
befitting for the end of a voyage, 
the Captain will invite you to his 
Farewell Cocktail Party and the 
Chef and Maître d’ will be looking 
forward to your presence at the 
Farewell Dinner.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight hotel 
accommodation in Phuket on a bed and breakfast basis, 11 nights aboard 
the Silver Discoverer on a full board basis, all drinks whilst onboard, shore 
excursions, Expedition Team, transfers, all gratuities, port taxes, airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visas.
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. The itinerary is based on current flight 
schedules and may change when 2016 flight schedules are confirmed.

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

Cat Cabin Description Brochure Price
1 Explorer Suite 

2 View Suite 

3 Vista Suite 

4 Veranda Suite   

5  Medallion Suite  

1 Explorer Suite for sole use 

2 View Suite for sole use 

Special Offer
SAVE £1000 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

 £7895 £6895
 £8295 £7295
 £9295 £8295
 £10995 £9995
 £11995 £10995
 £9895 £8895
 £10595 £9595

Post Cruise 
Phuket Extension
2nd to 4th December 2016

If you would like to 
extend your stay 
in Thailand before 
returing to the UK 
we are offering a two 

night extension staying at a beach 
hotel on a bed and breakfast basis. 
Enjoy time to relax and enjoy the 
hotels facilities or explore the local 
region independently. 

Prices per person based  
Twin: £325; Single: £425
Price Includes: Two nights hotel 
accommodation in Phuket on a bed 
and breakfast basis, ship to hotel and 
hotel to airport transfers.
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Mergui ArchipelagoMoorish Idols

Day 14 Phuket to London. After 
breakfast disembark and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled 
indirect flight to London. Arrive  
this afternoon.

will speak about recent events, 
Suu Kyi and her years in prison as a 
result of her activism. Ma Theinghi 
is the author of several books 
about Burmese culture and cuisine 
and there will be the opportunity to 
purchase signed copies today.

Day 11 At sea. On our way to the 
Mergui Archipelago attend one 
of the lectures preparing you for 
the underwater experiences which 
are to come. Make use of the 
amenities onboard, relax next to 
the pool or look out for seabirds 
that frequent the area. 

Day 12 Mergui Archipelago. 
During the morning we will start 
our two days of exploration, diving 
and snorkelling in the Mergui 
Archipelago. More than 800 islands 
spread out over 36 000 km² and 
the warm waters make this a prime 
location for underwater activities. 
With a visibility of 10-40 metres 
and usually weak to moderate 
currents the multiple dive sites are 
a diver’s true delight. Limestone 
rock pinnacles, fringing sloping 
reefs and hard coral reef gardens 
will not only attract fish but divers 
and snorkellers alike. During 
the morning we want to take 
advantage of Kyunn Tann Shey and 
Pu Nala, both located in the Lambi 
Group. The uninhabited Lampi, 
apart from having occasional 
fishing nomads stop over is large 
enough to hold wild animals, 
including a small herd of elephants. 

With rainforest and a fringing coral 
reef, Lampi’s outstanding beauty 
is enhanced by spotting monkeys, 
hornbills and sea eagles. Pu Nala 
and the surrounding islands offer 
beaches regardless of tides. More 
than 50 white sand beaches and 
fringing reefs await for snorkelling, 
bird watching or just relaxing.  
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Bagan, Myanmar
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Voyages featuring this logo will be visiting out of the way destinations and will be accompanied by an expedition team. Landings and 
excursions will be made by Zodiac landing craft. Such cruises will appeal to the more adventurous and those who enjoy the natural world.




