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Norman Lewis, regarded by many as one of our greatest travel writers 
visited Burma some sixty odd years ago and soon after published ‘Golden 
Earth’. This wonderfully poignant work still resonates today and is essential 
reading for anyone contemplating a visit to this beautiful and enigmatic 
land. There is no doubt that for the cultural traveller, Myanmar is the 
jewel of Southeast Asia and we are delighted to have chartered the Silver 
Discoverer for this unique voyage which offers the opportunity to 
explore the country‘s cultural wonders combined with calls into the 
southern Mergui Archipelago, a pristine collection of islands where 
tourists are a rarity and the only possible means of exploration is 
small ship. Our voyage in November is perfectly timed, the weather 
may be cold at home but will be warm and sunny for our exploration. 
Embarking the Silver Discoverer in Phuket, our voyage begins with a 
relaxing day at sea as we navigate the warm waters of the Bay of Bengal bound 
for the little known Andaman Islands where we will explore the capital Port Blair 
and some outlaying islands. This is a beautiful archipelago untouched by tourism 
and offering marvellous snorkelling.

After two days of exploration we continue 
to the ‘Golden Land’ of Burma, 
renamed Myanmar in recent years. 

With its ancient civilisation, its Buddhist culture, 
its traditional life-style, golden pagodas and 
sublime hospitality, it offers a stark contrast to 
major cities, to Western expectations and to 
mass tourism. There is no other Asian country 
with such a vast and varied range of cultural 
sites and our itinerary includes highlights such 
as bustling Yangon known as the ‘city of Peace’ 
where we will visit the impressive reclining 
Buddha and the most sacred Golden Pagoda 
which overlooks the city. Enjoy the sheer beauty 
of Bagan, surrounded by the most significant 
pagodas and temples. Explore the local markets 
selling fresh fruits, nuts, fish, flowers, wood 
carvings, fabrics, longyis and rattan products. 
After our days ashore which will be filled with 
new impressions and remarkable sights and 
as the sunlight fades in the early evening and 

disappears behind a golden pagoda, one can 
understand why the country is often called 
“Mystical Myanmar”, a land of beauty and 
promise. Upon leaving Yangon we sail for the 
rarely visited Mergui Archipelago and end our 
voyage as we started, surrounded by pristine 
beaches perfect for beachcombing, snorkelling 
or simply relaxing.

The Silver Discoverer is an ideal vessel for 
our voyage, and with a maximum of just 120 
passengers she offers all the comforts of a larger 
vessel, but with the added luxury of a small 
number of passengers, an expert expedition 
team onboard and a fleet of Zodiac landing 
craft which allow us access to wonderful places 
denied to larger ships. Our unusual itinerary will 
appeal to those looking for something different, 
incorporating explorations of remote archipelagos 
with a more expedition focus with a fascinating 
look at the cultural highlights of Myanmar. 

voyAge 
highlighTS 
Here are just some of the many highlights  
of our voyage:

•  Visit Bagan, the “Cradle of Civilisation” 
and Myanmar’s former capital 

•  Learn about Buddhism in Chaukhtatkyi

•  Attend a traditional puppet show during 
an exclusive private gala dinner

•  Meet Nobel laureate , Ma Theingi, former 
assistant to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

•  Explore the beautiful Andaman and 
Mergui Archipelagos

•  Swim and snorkel in pristine waters 

Andaman IslandsBagan



Day 1 London to Phuket, Thailand. 
Fly by scheduled indirect flight.

Day 2 Phuket. Arrive this afternoon 
and transfer to our hotel for an 
overnight stay. The remainder of 
the day is at leisure.

Day 3 Phuket. Enjoy a morning 
at leisure before transferring 
to the Silver Discoverer in the 
afternoon. After settling in to your 
cabin there will be a safety briefing 
and you will be introduced to your 
Expedition Team. Enjoy a welcome 
dinner onboard this evening as we 
start our voyage to the Andaman 
Islands.

Day 4 At sea. While we cross the 
Andaman Sea with its 572 islands, 
we will start our day with a Zodiac 
briefing, as we will be making 
extensive use of our inflatable and 
stable mode of transportation 
during our voyage. Afterwards our 
naturalists and experts introduce 
you to the different wonders of 
these Indian islands through their 
entertaining lectures. 

Day 5 Andaman Islands, India. 
In the early morning we arrive at 
Port Blair, the Andaman Islands’ 
main town and port. Once we 
have cleared customs we can have 
a look at this quaint and friendly 
Indian town that seems to have 
been transported in a time capsule 
from the 1940s to the 21st century. 
Formerly an important British naval 
base and penal colony, Port Blair 
still has a busy commercial and 
naval harbour. The Andaman’s 
historic monuments and museums 

are found here as well as Aberdeen 
Market with its fresh vegetables, 
herbs, spices and fruit. During 
lunch onboard we will sail some 17 
nautical miles and anchor on the 
north side of Neill Island. We will 
explore the various beaches which 
all offer different things: Laxmanpur 
with its white sand beach is 
perfect for walks while Bharatpur 
offers good beach-combing. 
Our naturalists will lead several 
interesting walks over the island 
whilst snorkellers have the chance 
to see snappers, Napoleon Wrasses, 
tuna, crayfish, nudibranches, eagle 
rays, sting rays, octopus, moray eels, 
Moorish Idols, star fish, Lionfish and 
many more species. 

Day 6 Andaman Islands. Our next 
stop is in the Ritchies Archipelago. 
Of the ten heavily wooded islands, 
Havelock is the largest and on 
it Elephant Beach is popular 
with Indian tourists. The beach 
received its name because of the 
last elephant swimming there. 
Although the beach suffered from 
the 2004 tsunami, the coral here 
is probably the best on the island, 
making this an excellent spot 
for snorkelling with bumphead 
parrotfish, groupers, sweetlips and 
even seahorses seen here. During 
the afternoon we will again pass 
Port Blair to clear out of India as we 
sail towards Myanmar.

Day 7 At sea. A day at sea to 
prepare for our next country: 
Myanmar. Attend lectures that will 
inform about both the colonial as 
well as the modern history of this 
fascinating country. 

Day 8 Yangon, Myanmar. We 
reach Yangon today where we 
will be moored for three days 
during which time you are 
likely to be as entranced as our 
Victorian forefathers, finding an 
extraordinarily picturesque land 
populated by people of great 
charm and natural warmth. 

This morning enjoy an excursion 
visiting the world-famous 
2500-year-old Shwedagon 
Pagoda. The top of the stupa 
is adorned with 5488 diamonds 
and 2317 rubies. Venerated as a 
symbol of architectural perfection, 
the glittering golden stupa is 
considered the appearance of 
Gautama Buddha in the present 
world. One of the largest reclining 
Buddha in the world is found at 
the Chaukhtatgyi Pagoda where if 
you wish you can sponsor the last 
meal of the day for the monks in 
residence. As the last point we will 
explore Scott Market, seeing the 
many shops, stalls and vendors. 

To celebrate our arrival into 
Myanmar, we will enjoy a very 
special evening ashore at 
Padonmar restaurant which we 
have reserved exclusively for our 
group. One of the best restaurants 
in Yangon, here we will experience 
authentic home-cooked Myanmar 
cuisine which is influenced by 
India and China. These influences 
have also affected the religion, 
the culture and the arts that are 
found in Myanmar. During dinner, 
a group of traditional Burmese 
puppeteers will play and perform 
as they manipulate their puppets 

to tell tales of national culture. The 
puppets will converse, joke, and 
relate humorous stories through 
their movements to delight the 
audience in a way that has been 
practiced throughout the ages.

Day 9 Bagan or Bago. There will 
be a choice of tour today from 
Yangon. You can choose to fly to 
Bagan, the former Royal historical 
capital to see some of the most 
significant pagodas and temples 
dating back to the 11th and 
13th century, the breathtaking 
monuments will contribute to 
memories that will stay with you 
forever. The Shwezigon Pagoda 
was created to enshrine a replica 
of one of the Lord Buddha’s teeth 
and its bell-shape has been the 
prototype for all other pagodas 
in Bagan. Wall paintings in the 
Gubyaukgiy Temple depict scenes 
from the previous lives of the 
Buddha. The Ananda Temple 
is a beautiful example of Mon 
architecture, while the Damayangyi 
Temple is Bagan’s largest. Apart 
from the pagodas and temples 
we will also see how traditional 
lacquer ware is produced including 
the many stages from the cutting 
and shaping of the bamboo to the 
final stages, when the final coatings 
are applied. At the end of a long 
but rewarding day we fly back to 
Yangon and return to the comfort 
of the Silver Discoverer. 

Alternatively for those that would 
prefer to visit Bago, a full day tour 
will be on offer. Here we visit the 
city on the banks of the River Bago 
in the lower regions of Myanmar. 

The Itinerary
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First established in 825 A.D. by 
immigrants “Mons” who came down 
from Chinai in the 14th century, King 
Binya U came here to establish his 
reign and then further in the 15th 
century. It was named as the ancient 
capital city of the Mon kingdom, 
although then it was called “Pegu”. 

Day 10 Yangon. Today we will get 
a feeling of Myanmar’s struggle 
for independence and journey 
to democracy gaining an insight 
into the more recent events in the 
country and their social implication. 
Apart from visiting the Bogyoke 
Aung San Museum, relating to the 
country’s independence leader, 
we will see the U Thant Museum 
(former U.N. General Secretary) 
and the University of Yangon’s main 
campus. The highlight of the day 
for many will be meeting Nobel 
laureate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
former assistant Ma Theinghi, who 
will speak about recent events, 
Suu Kyi and her years in prison as a 
result of her activism. Ma Theinghi 
is the author of several books 
about Burmese culture and cuisine 
and there will be the opportunity to 
purchase signed copies today.

Day 11 At sea. On our way to the 
Mergui Archipelago attend one 
of the lectures preparing you for 
the underwater experiences which 
are to come. Make use of the 
amenities on board, relax next to 
the pool or look out for seabirds 
that frequent the area. 

Day 12 Mergui Archipelago. 
During the morning we will start 
our two days of exploration, diving 

and snorkelling in the Mergui 
Archipelago. More than 800 
islands spread out over 36 000 km² 
and the warm waters make this 
a prime location for underwater 
activities. With a visibility of 10-
40 metres and usually weak to 
moderate currents the multiple 
dive sites are a diver’s true delight. 
Limestone rock pinnacles, fringing 
sloping reefs and hard coral reef 
gardens will not only attract fish 
but divers and snorkellers alike. 
During the morning we want to 
take advantage of Kyunn Tann 
Shey and Pu Nala, both located in 
the Lambi Group. The uninhabited 
Lampi, apart from having 
occasional fishing nomads stop 
over is large enough to hold wild 
animals, including a small herd of 
elephants. 

With rainforest and a fringing coral 
reef, Lampi’s outstanding beauty 
is enhanced by spotting monkeys, 
hornbills and sea eagles. Pu Nala 
and the surrounding islands offer 
beaches regardless of tides. More 
than 50 white sand beaches and 
fringing reefs await for snorkelling, 
bird watching or just relaxing. We 
relocate during lunch to the Mid 
Group and Kyunn Phi Lar. At this 
spectacular island you will have the 
choice of a jungle walk, kayaking 
along a mangrove estuary or 
snorkelling. In the evening the local 
wildlife will be on the move and 
can be spotted from a kayak or in 
the jungle.

Day 13 Mergui Archipelago. Today 
we will spend the full morning 
kayaking, swimming, snorkelling, 

diving or just relaxing on one of 
the beautiful beaches. Return to 
the ship for lunch and enjoy an 
afternoon at sea as we return to 
Thailand. During the afternoon we 
can relax in the lounge and watch 
the videographer’s presentation of 
the voyage. Enjoy those marvellous 
takes and moments, both above 
and in the water. As would be 
befitting for the end of a voyage, 
the Captain will invite you to his 
Farewell Cocktail Party and the 
Chef and Maître d’ will be looking 
forward to your presence at the 
Farewell Dinner.

Day 14 Phuket to London. After 
breakfast disembark and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled 
indirect flight to London. Arrive  
this afternoon.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight hotel 
accommodation in Phuket on a bed and breakfast basis, 11 nights aboard 
the Silver Discoverer on a full board basis, all drinks whilst onboard, shore 
excursions, Expedition Team, transfers, all gratuities, port taxes, airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visas.
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. The itinerary is based on current flight 
schedules and may change when 2016 flight schedules are confirmed.

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Cat Cabin Description Brochure Price
1 Explorer Suite 

2 View Suite 

3 Vista Suite 

4 Veranda Suite   

5  Medallion Suite  

1 Explorer Suite for sole use 

2 View Suite for sole use 

Launch Offer Price
LAUncH oFFer – sAVe £1000 Per Person For A LiMiTeD TiMe onLY

 £7895 £6895
 £8295 £7295
 £9295 £8295
 £10995 £9995
 £11995 £10995
 £9895 £8895
 £10595 £9595

Post Cruise 
Phuket Extension
2nd to 4th December 2016

If you would like to 
extend your stay 
in Thailand before 
returing to the UK 
we are offering a 

two night extension staying at a 
beach hotel on a bed and breakfast 
basis. Enjoy time to relax and enjoy 
the hotels facilities or explore the 
local region independently. 

Prices per person based  
Twin: £325; Single: £425
Price Includes: Two nights hotel 
accommodation in Phuket on a bed 
and breakfast basis, ship to hotel and 
hotel to airport transfers.
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Yangon

Mergui Archipelago



Silver DiScoverer
Formerly known as the MS Clipper Odyssey, the 120-passenger Silver Discoverer began her new life 
with Silversea Cruises in March 2014. Having been associated with the vessel for over ten years and 
with experience of operating voyages, we know her to be the perfect size and style vessel for this cruise 
and are delighted to have chartered her for this unique voyage. The vessel’s shallow draft will allow 
us to navigate in areas which larger ships would not be able to access and with the fleet of 12 onboard 
Zodiacs and expert expedition team we will be able to land on isolated shores. Whilst cruising, the 
vessel benefits from spacious deck areas from where you can watch for passing wildlife and admire the 
beautiful scenery. The atmosphere onboard is relaxed and informal with the focus on the wonders of the 
destination you are visiting, which combined with the luxury surroundings, excellent service, superb 
cuisine and expert expedition team make for a voyage of a lifetime.

Your Suite
Accommodation onboard is arranged over four 
decks. Each suite affords considerable comfort 
with en-suite bathroom and outside views. Suites 
are spacious ranging in size from the View Suites 
at 181 square feet to the Medallion Suite which 
measures 408 square feet. All suites feature 
butler service and your suite’s refrigerator and 
bar are stocked with your preferred beverages 
including wines and spirits. Your butler will 
replenish them upon request. Amenities in the 
suites include luxury Pratesi bed linen and bath 
amenities, ipod docking station, flat screen 
television with on-demand movies, music and 
satellite news programming, plush robe and 
slippers, hairdryer and WiFi internet access 
(charges apply). The beds in each suite offer 
exceptionally comfortable mattresses and can 
be configured as double or twin.

Your Space
The spacious public areas onboard include the 
open seating restaurant and the Main Lounge 
where daily briefings, lectures and recaps 
from your expedition team will take place 
using the highest standard of presentation 
equipments including the multiple screens. For 
your convenience it is also possible to follow 
the onboard lectures from the comfort of your 
cabin. In addition to the Main Lounge there is 
the Discoverer Lounge, a relaxing and inviting 
space with a 24-hour tea and coffee station, 

comfortable seating and a well stocked travel 
library with reference books pertaining to the 
destinations we will be visiting. The Discoverer 
Lounge is the perfect venue to relax with a good 
book, recount your experiences with fellow 
travellers or to simply enjoy a pre-dinner drink 
watching the ever-changing scenery through the 
picture windows. Other facilities include a pool 
on Deck 5 with outside seating area, bar and 
Grill, a beauty and massage centre, sun deck 
and fitness centre. 

All incluSive Policy
All this included in the price of your 
expedition voyage aboard the Silver 
Discoverer.

•  Economy class return scheduled air travel 

from London

•  Overnight hotel accommodation Phuket 

on a bed and breakfast basis

•  11 nights aboard the Silver Discoverer on full 

board basis with cuisine inspired by Relais & 

Chateaux

•  Complimentary Champagne, wines and 

spirits throughout the vessel

•  In-room bar setup and refrigerator 

stocked to your preference

• Room Service 06.00 to 23.00

• Onboard gratuities

• Shore Excursions

•  Butler service for all suites and 

staterooms

• Complimentary backpack & water bottle

• Expert Expedition Team

• Transfers

• Port & Airport taxes

Dining outside

View Suite

Discoverer Lounge



During this voyage you will be visiting out of the way destinations and will be 
accompanied by an expedition team. Landings and excursions will be made 
by Zodiac landing craft. This cruise will appeal to the more adventurous and 
those who enjoy the natural world.
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All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. Cover image: Bagan

Your Dining
Silver Discoverer offers four all-inclusive 
dining options. Select wines, premium spirits 
and speciality coffees, as well as juices and 
soft drinks are complimentary in all bars and 
lounges. No matter what dining option you 
choose you will savour fine cuisine with menus 
inspired by Relais & Chateaux, Silversea’s 
preferred culinary partner. The Restaurant 
serves contemporary, international cuisine 
with menus featuring local specialities. The 
Restaurant is elegant yet casual with no formal 
evenings and no assigned times or tables 
allowing you the freedom to dine with whom 
and when you please. In addition there is the 
convenience of the poolside Grill for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. For lunch you may prefer fresh 
pizza from the pizza oven or lighter fare and 
in the evening, fresh seafood and prime cuts 
are grilled tableside at The Grill on a heated 
volcanic rock plate. Alternatively you can enjoy a 
light breakfast or lunch in the casual atmosphere 
of the Discoverer Lounge or choose to have 
breakfast delivered to your suite or a formal 
dinner ordered from The Restaurant menu. 
Lighter fare is always available from the room 
service menu from 6am to 11pm. 

Explorer Lounge

The Restaurant

Discoverer Lounge

Veranda Suite




