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Dear Traveller
I trust you will enjoy perusing our latest ‘Small Ship Cruising’ brochure. Perhaps a better description would be ‘Gazetteer’ as 
within its pages you will find the small ship cruises we operate all over the world. We believe it to be a unique publication, 
certainly we have never come across any other brochure that features such a comprehensive collection of cruises on small ships 
in every corner of the world.

As the size of cruise vessels increase each year, the definition of a small ship becomes a matter of debate. Our interpretation 
is any vessel from say 30 to 150 passengers and this is the size of vessels you will find within these pages. Some carrying many 
hundreds of passengers also refer to themselves as ‘small’ and I suppose that relative to 3000-4000 passenger vessels they are, 
but not to us.

Noble Caledonia’s raison d ètre, has from our earliest days been to offer varied cruises on vessels of a certain style and size. 
Such small ships allow us to create itineraries and an onboard ambience that is conducive to exploring the world and learning 
of its wonders in the company of like-minded travellers. It is our view that the best way to achieve this ideal is to limit the 
number of passengers to such a size that allows the camaraderie to grow between passengers thereby creating a warm and 
friendly atmosphere onboard. Small numbers onboard also allow the crew and staff to provide a more personal and caring 
service, something which is not feasible on larger vessels.

The company’s success has been built on providing an informative yet relaxed atmosphere onboard combined with a true spirit 
of adventure. Amongst these pages you will not find a seemingly endless series of similar itineraries, but many one-off voyages 
that can transport you to the most interesting and often little known places where only small ships can venture. 

Each year our horizons widen and within these 164 pages you will find ample evidence of why Noble Caledonia is the world’s 
leading small ship cruising expert. Whether you join one of the trips close to home in the Hebrides or in far flung Papua New 
Guinea you will be assured of a warm welcome onboard and a team of knowledgeable expedition staff and guest speakers that 
will make your journey an enjoyable and rewarding experience.

Back to the Indian Ocean
After an absence of a number of years we are returning to the Indian Ocean for the winter of 2014/15. The MS Island Sky will 
be returning to places we have sorely missed these past years including the untouched remote Outer Seychelles and the little 
visited gem of Aldabra. We will explore Madagascar and Mozambique and the stepping stone islands all across the ocean to 
India. If ever an area was perfect for expedition cruising it is here, a timeless world of wonders both below and above water. 

Pathways across the Pacific
Following a successful year in the Pacific the MS Caledonian Sky continues her exploration across this vast area from Easter 
Island to Australia. She will navigate the extraordinary region of Northern Australia known as the Kimberley, circumnavigate 
New Zealand and sail deeper into the more remote areas of the Pacific including the rarely visited Marquesas. If the art of 
Gauguin or the South Pacific tales of Joseph Conrad and James Michener have given you a yen to explore the region, take a 
look at the marvellous itineraries we offer from Tahiti to Fiji. 

Archipelagos are us
Our first love is exploring islands. Small ships are perfectly suited for comprehensive itineraries around island groups particularly 
in undeveloped areas. You will find our vessels offering detailed trips around Cape Verde, the Azores, the Inner and Outer 
Seychelles, the Society Islands and Solomon Islands, the Japanese Ryukyu Islands, the Galapagos, the less well known islands 
of the West Indies and the islands of the Arctic from Spitsbergen to the Bering Sea. Closer to home we will be returning to the 
Isles of Scilly, Channel Islands and Hebrides and out into the North Atlantic to the Faroes and Iceland.   

I do hope that within these pages you will find something of interest and although we do feature many of our trips in this 
brochure, there is much more also available. We constantly add voyages throughout the year and the best way to keep abreast 
of new trips and events is to visit our website www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
As Michael Palin observed – “Once the travel bug bites there is no known antidote, and I know that I shall be happily infected 
until the end of my life”

Yours aye

   

Andrew Cochrane
Managing Director
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Small Ships – Big Experiences

For those contemplating a cruise, there is the choice of 
travelling on one of the vast new 4000 plus passenger 
vessels which offer every conceivable facility and diversion 
or you can opt for a journey aboard one of our small 
specialist ships which offer good food and knowledgeable 
staff which make your cruise not only a holiday, but an 
educational voyage of discovery. Unlike most passenger 

cruise ships these vessels are constantly on the move from region to region 
and continent to continent, small ships with big hearts which travel to every 
corner of the world, no matter how remote or seemingly inaccessible.

In many ways the virtues of small ship cruising are best expressed by  
detailing what you will not find onboard. For instance, there will be no 
organised entertainment and no black tie events. What there will be is a  
warm and peaceful atmosphere in which you can learn more about the 
wonders of nature, culture and ancient civilisations in the company of like-
minded people in comfortable surroundings and with a high level of service.

How important is the itinerary to you?
In all the development over the past couple of decades the priority that has 
changed most is the itinerary. This used to be the most significant element 
and deciding factor for many. However, the advent of the big ship has led 
to the downgrading of this important part of the cruise, mainly because 
large ships can only dock in large ports with all the supporting infrastructure 
necessary to service the vessel, and the onshore requirements of the 
passengers. For us the itinerary is still paramount. 

Avoiding commercialism in today’s modern world is becoming increasingly 
tricky, particularly when selecting a holiday with many so-called ‘off the 
beaten track’ destinations having been discovered as mainstream tourism 
becomes the norm for countries around the world. However, with small ships 
as our base we can still seek out and visit the remote ports which are not 
easily accessible by any other means. Small ships have the freedom of the 
seas and can come alongside in small docks or drop anchor in any suitable 
spot. After all, you do not go on holiday to be part of the all engulfing masses 
which descend on a town when a number of large ships dock at the same 
time. Arriving at a port for the first time should be an invigorating experience 
and can certainly be so when the right place is chosen and your arrival is on a 
small ship.

Which vessel?
In addition to our two flag ships, the MS Island Sky and MS Caledonian Sky, 
we also operate a wide variety of voyages aboard vessels we have chartered 
and know well and which are especially suited to the itineraries devised by 
our team of planners. These vessels range from private yachts such as the 
Variety Voyager in the Black Sea or the MV Tere Moana in the Mediterranean 
to the stunning sailing vessel Sea Cloud II or ice-strengthened vessels 
suited to the polar regions. In addition we work with partners on some of 
their ships such as the nuclear ice-breaker the ’50 Years of Victory’ and the 
MS Hanseatic, the only five star expedition vessel in the world. We carefully 
choose such partnerships to offer clients once in a lifetime experiences.

There was a time, not so long ago when all cruises were much the same. However, the last 
twenty years or so has witnessed an immense and quick evolution and today we are all spoilt 
for choice. Ships of all different sizes and styles make the selection of a cruise a somewhat hit 
and miss affair, and whilst some companies attempt to please everybody, we prefer to place our 
future in the realm of small ships. 

MS Bremen, Antarctica 
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Life onboard
The emphasis of our cruises is on discovery whether based around the natural 
world or a more cultural theme. Our cruises are therefore not for those who find 
large resort style vessels accommodating many hundreds or a few thousand 
passengers attractive. The experience and atmosphere onboard one of our 
vessels is very different to that onboard the usual big cruise ships and is more 
akin to a private yacht or country house hotel with informative guest speakers 
and cruise directors as well as expedition teams. Onboard you will not find 
endless entertainment, round the clock buffets and the people management 
which is so much a part of today’s big ship style. Instead you will find a little 
music in the lounge or bar after dinner, guest speakers and informative port 
briefings from our cruise director or expedition leader. You may be exploring 
exhilarating and exciting locations on land but back onboard you can expect 
the highest standards of comfort and service. 

Within days you will have made new friends in the open-seating restaurant, on 
the small-group shore excursions or whilst relaxing in the comfortable public 
areas onboard. You will be travelling amongst like-minded people but, for those 
who seek silence, there will always be the opportunity to relax in a secluded 
spot on the sun deck or in your well appointed cabin.

There are no strict dress codes, formal nights or pre-allocated seating 
during our cruises. Join different people each evening and discuss the day’s 
adventures. Listen to presentations from our onboard guest speakers, explore 
the sites with our expert local guides and whenever possible we will also ensure 
that you have some time to discover the destination independently if you wish. 

On Deck, Caledonian Sky
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Expedition Cruising – Discovering the Natural World  
and much more
There are some experiences which words cannot adequately describe 
such as standing on a crest of an age old glacier, seeing a whale gracefully 
breach above the sea’s surface, watching a grizzly hunt for spawning 
salmon in the gushing Alaskan waters or stepping foot on remote tropical 
islands which are unscathed by the modern world – all this and much more 
is achievable during one of our expedition cruises. 

Small, expedition vessels are the only way to access some of the more 
remote destinations in the world which we include in our itineraries 
and with our vessels we are able to forsake the wider shipping lanes for 
channels just a few hundred feet wide. Expedition cruises vary from a 
‘usual’ cruise in that the itinerary is less defined. Although we set sail with 
a defined itinerary, it is often the unscheduled events that become the 
highlight of the journey and the places visited and the order in which this 
is achieved will vary depending on wildlife sightings and diversions such as 
following a whale that may appear at anytime.

For those who enjoy seeing and learning about the wonders of nature, 
be it birds, mammals, marine life, geology or botany, these cruises offer 
the perfect environment. In place of the customary cruise director and 
entertainment staff, our expedition cruises are managed by an expedition 
team. These hand-picked experts are naturalists, historians and ecologists 
who will share their knowledge and enthusiasm during forays ashore and 
whilst onboard. They will supervise the daily programme and hold talks 
and briefings throughout the cruise. The expedition teams have one aim, 
to make your trip as enjoyable, relaxing and informative as possible. 

Throughout this brochure, you will see an expedition logo 
next to some of the cruise names which indicates the cruise  
is classified as an expedition cruise.

Zodiacs
Expedition is defined by the use of 
Zodiacs, versatile, inflatable boats, which 
provide a unique platform for observing 
wildlife or enjoying majestic landscapes 
from sea level, or a fast and safe way 
of going ashore in remote places. 
Expedition cruising is about getting 
off the beaten track, out of the way of 
other ships, of other visitors; it is about 
leaving the infrastructures of civilisation 
behind. The fleets of onboard Zodiac 

landing craft are invaluable for our expeditions. These inflatable craft offer 
marvellous manoeuverability allowing us access to otherwise impossible 
landing places. With these we can explore inlets, fjords, bird sanctuaries, 
land in otherwise inaccessible places and be footloose in a way that would 
be totally impractical for larger groups of passengers. Zodiacs are safe, 
reliable and convenient boats that allow us to go from ship to shore, 
whether we land on a beach, on rocks, or on a concrete jetty. Zodiacs can 
negotiate shallows, river estuaries, coral reefs and ice floes. In many places 
which we visit during expedition cruises, they are the only way to go ashore. 
Zodiacs also enable the expedition team to offer Zodiac cruises along the 
coastlines: near a seabird colony, next to a cliff, along a glacier front, or a 
beach where polar bears dwell. Zodiacs will also be used as platforms where 
swimming and snorkelling can be conducted. 

If you have any concerns or queries pertaining to expedition cruising and 
what it entails, please do not hesitate to contact one of our experienced 
travel consultants.

Soft expedition: We have classified some of the voyages in this 
brochure as ‘soft expedition’ which means that although the Zodiacs will not 
be used as regularly as they are on our expedition cruises, they will still be 
used on some days to explore coastlines and transport passengers ashore. 

Small Ships Choice
Our small ship voyages fall into three main categories of cruising; 
Expedition Cruising, Destination Cruising and Voyages Under Sail:

On Deck, MS Hanseatic
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Ocean Nova: St Kilda, 29 April
Our day started with a 07:20 wake up call. Louis 
was so pleased with the beautiful morning that 
he couldn’t wait until 07:30 to wake everyone! 
St. Kilda was the most anticipated landing of the 
entire voyage. For some people onboard, this was 
a childhood dream realized. What could be better 
than St. Kilda combined with perfect weather?
We went ashore for a morning of birding, hiking and 
sightseeing. The place is a photographers dream; 
historical stone buildings, birds, elevated views of 
the ship and bay, rock mounds in the hundreds and 
general landscape. After our perfect morning we 
had a perfect lunch. A barbeque on the top decks 
– chicken, steak, pork, sausages, salads, various 
veggies and hot mulled wine. Our hotel staff had 
been working hard in our absence and it was 
greatly appreciated by everyone. We sat in the 
sun on our ship, the MV Ocean Nova and enjoyed 
an amazing meal at one of the most remarkable 
locations on earth.
After lunch we went for a Zodiac cruise along the coast of the Isle of Dun. 
Cruising along the sea bird colonies was magical. Rocky caverns and archways 
punctuated the shoreline. The air was busy with birds. Hundreds of Puffins rested 
at sea while hundreds more filled the sky, along with Fulmars, Guillemots, Razor-
bills, Kittiwakes, Skuas and Gannets. The air and sea were alive with birds.

MS Island Sky: Inverewe, Tanera Mor (Summer Isles), 4 June
Overnight we had sailed back from St Kilda and round the northern end of the island 
of Lewis. Early morning saw us steaming across a calm sea and into position off the 
island of Tanera Mor, the only inhabited island of the Summer Isles. After breakfast 
we disembarked and took the short Zodiac ride across to the jetty. A short walk 
took us to the local tea room which doubles as a post office for the locally-produced 
stamps, which proved a big hit. The more energetic climbed up the roadway and 
across the heathercovered peat to the top of the island, for breathtaking views across 
the summer Isles, the adjacent mainland, and, clearly visible in the distance, the 
Outer Hebrides. 
We headed north, and had a wonderful barbecue lunch on the Lido deck as we 
sailed into Loch Ewe and anchored in the channel near the jetty at Inverewe Gardens. 
This was another sheltered spot and we arrived at the garden’s jetty via zodiac, then 
met informative local guides for a walk through the gardens. What a magnificent 
place! We wandered through the narrow wooded pathways, enjoying the plants and 
trees, including the last of the rhododendrons, culminating in a novel walled garden. 
There was so much to see and some of us came away with some new ideas to try in 
our own gardens. We stopped at several lovely lookouts to take in the views of the 
surrounding hillsides and mountains.

MS Island Sky: Tresco, Scilly Isles – 2 July
Breakfast over we headed for the Zodiacs, and our 
first destination – the world famous Abbey Gardens 
at Tresco. The boats skimmed over the glassy sea 
and shortly we were disembarking onto a nice gentle 
slipway and walking the 15 minutes to the gardens, 
which are (it has to be said) stunning even for those 
of us not so interested in flora. Sheltered by high 
trees, the gardens become sun traps with natural 
walls made of foliage. Gravel paths wound through 
the beds, past ponds, streams and fountains, over 
which damsel-flies flitted. Pheasants hid in the 
undergrowth, while gold-finches chased each other 
around the shrubberies.
Read more at www.travelpost.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Extracts from past Ship Logs
On your return from an expedition cruise, you will receive a 
copy of the ship’s log which is compiled during the voyage by 
the expedition team. Below are some extracts from such logs 
detailing the activities during expedition voyages around the 
British Isles:  

Galapagos Islands
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Small Ship Destination Cruising
Our Small Ship Destination cruises are comprehensive and in the main 
concentrate on a particular area or theme with the focus of the voyage 
being the itinerary and experience to be had. Our small vessels can dock 
in ports which larger vessels cannot access and can often moor in the 
centre of town which allows for more time spent exploring the destination 
as opposed to always travelling from and to the vessel by coach. 

Vessels are large enough to offer every possible comfort and small enough 
to navigate tiny inlets and berth in exclusive harbours. Destinations 
covered by our ‘small ship destination cruising’ include the Baltic, Black 
Sea, Mediterranean and Adriatic. Itineraries are based upon cultural 
themes including Art, Music and politics of the region. Onboard you will 
be joined by specialist guest speakers who accompany you ashore with 
the expert local guides and also deliver talks onboard. 

The advantages of our small ship cruises are numerous and include small 
group sizes when exploring ashore, the ability to access some of the 
world’s most pristine and untouched ports, no queuing to embark or 
disembark the vessel and a relaxed and informal atmosphere onboard 
which is conducive to becoming acquainted with fellow travellers and 
onboard staff and learning, whether it be about the wonders of nature or 
the culture of ancient civilisations you are visiting.

Voyages Under Sail
We are delighted to be working with the owners of the luxurious Sea 
Cloud II who operate the finest sailing ships in the world. Whilst there 
are many large sailing ships offering passages around the world there are 
few if any that can compare in terms of luxury to this magnificent vessel. 
The captain endeavours to undertake as much of the cruise under sail 
as possible, so consequently we plan the itineraries over relatively short 
distances. Even the most jaded of travellers cannot help but be enthralled 
by the experience of sailing with 30,000 square feet of sail and many return 
time and time again to experience the elation that only a sailing ship can 
provide as the wind fills the sails and the vessel skims across the ocean to 
the next port of call. 

Sea Cloud II is undoubtedly the world’s most luxurious tall ship offering a 
unique experience in the style of a bygone age.

MS Serenissima, Venice

 MV Tere Moana 

Milford Sound, New Zealand



Sea Cloud II

 9



10 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

On all our voyages you will find informative staff 
onboard and whilst exploring ashore you will be 
accompanied by excellent English-speaking local 
guides. Working with the captain and crew, our cruise 
staff are responsible for the day to day organisation 
of the itinerary and briefings and they are in regular 
contact with the Noble Caledonia office. We have 
the very best in their field and they are also joined 
by guest speakers who are chosen for their in-depth 
knowledge of a specific subject or geographical area. 
Briefings by the cruise staff and informal talks by our 
guest speakers add an extra dimension to all we see 
and do. Below are just some of the excellent team we 
have lined up to join our voyages over the coming 
two years. There are many more and full details of 
who will be joining you onboard can be viewed at 
www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Your Onboard Team

Pamela Le Noury – Expedition Leader 
Coming from Durban, South Africa, Pam is a marine 
scientist, PADI dive instructor, Zodiac skipper and sailor, 
and has worked in and on the ocean just about every day 
for the past 11 years. She owns a whale watching business 
with a marine monitoring program in Durban, and has 
managed diving and boating operations for many years. 
She has participated in several marine research cruises, 

dabbling in everything from satellite tagging dolphins to coral reef transects and 
fisheries stock assessment, also contributing to reef fish guides, is co-author of a 
digital shark guide and several scientific papers. Pam started expedition cruising in 
2008, and has since been around the world.

Caroline Aston – Guest Speaker 
Caroline is a regular contributor to the UK premier royalty 
magazine ‘Majesty’ and she has also written for ‘The Daily 
Telegraph’. She was one of the specially commissioned 
group of essayists who wrote the acclaimed collection of 
pieces published to commemorate the 10th anniversary 
of Diana, Princess of Wales’ death and HM The Queen’s 
80th birthday. She has filmed a BBC mini-series on British 

stately homes and acts as an historical advisor to several BBC stations. It has been 
said of her that if history gives you a headache then she is the human equivalent 
of aspirin! Caroline’s chief interests are Queen Victoria and her descendants, 
Edwardian High Society plus etiquette, style, food and fashion history. 

Major JGH Corrigan – Guest Speaker 
Commissioned from The Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst in 1962, Gordon Corrigan was an officer of 
the Royal Gurkha Rifles before retiring from the Army 
in 1998. He served mainly in the Far East but also in 
Berlin, Cyprus, Belize and Northern Ireland. His last 
appointment was Commanding Officer of the Gurkha 
Centre in Hampshire. He is now a military historian and 

author . His television appearances include The Gurkhas, Napoleon’s Waterloo and 
Battlefield Detectives, and so far he has presented five series on various aspects of 
military history. He is a Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society, a Member of the British 
Commission for Military History, a Freeman of the City of London and a Liveryman 
of the Worshipful Company of Farriers.

George Hart – Guest Speaker
Following degrees in Classics and in Egyptian Art 
and Archaeology from University College London, 
George joined the staff of the British Museum in 1973. 
He was the Principal Lecturer on the British Museum’s 
antiquities collections from Egypt, Greece, the Levant and 
civilisations of the Mediterranean World and ran courses 
on Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphs. He was Chairman of the 

Friends of the Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology for the first twelve years 
after its foundation in 1988 and Committee Member of the Egypt Exploration 
Society for a number of years. Having taken early retirement from the British 
Museum in 2004 to devote more time to writing, he is a regular speaker on cruises 
in the Mediterranean and the Red Sea.

Imogen Corrigan – Guest Speaker
Imogen Corrigan served for twenty years in the British 
Army retiring in the rank of Major. In 2004 she graduated 
from the University of Kent with a 1st in Anglo-Saxon 
and Medieval History and is currently studying for PhD 
at Birmingham University. She runs study tours and has 
lectured extensively on Anglo-Saxon and Medieval 
subjects in Britain and Europe and is a NADFAS lecturer 

as well as being a speaker for the Kent Federation of History and East Kent National 
Trust. amongst other lecturing agencies. Her first book, The Race for the Sky: the 
Building of the English Cathedrals, is to be published by Atlantic Books.

Chantal Cookson – Expedition Team
Chantal was born in Suffolk very near the sea and now lives 
in Northumberland where her husband farms. Chantal 
has been associated with Noble Caledonia since the 
company was founded in 1990. Though her main job over 
the last 25 years has been working for Sotheby’s and now 
a consultant, she still manages to intertwine in her busy 
life working periodically as part of the Noble Caledonia 

expedition team. From the Arctic to the Antarctica, South America to Australia, 
Africa, India, the Seychelles, Indonesian Islands and many other destinations, her 
most favourite being the West Coast of Scotland, she has been able to pursue her 
love of the oceans, Zodiacing and photography.
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Kristine Hannon – Expedition Team
Kristine is a true example of how it is never too late to look 
for the job of your life. Only a few years ago she discovered 
the magical world of working on cruise and expedition 
ships. She was born and raised in Belgium and spend most 
of her professional life working in the food industry as a 
shop owner and manager. As her first love was travelling, 
she spent all her holidays roaming around the globe. With 

the harvest of pictures, she prepared lectures on her travels to raise money for local 
projects in the countries she visited. In 2008-09 she spent her first season in the ice 
working as Zodiac driver, log writer, lecturer and assistant expedition leader. To raise 
money for the ‘Save the Albatross’ foundation, she produced a photo CD of every 
cruise and was able to present the organization with almost $10 000 of benefits. Now 
she is an accomplished photographer whose work has been published in magazines, 
newspapers, books, calendars, press literature and on post cards. 

Stuart Burmeister – Expedition Team
Stuart’s home is in Durban, South Africa. He grew 
up literally in the wilds of Africa and has a good 
knowledge of the indigenous people and regions of 
many African countries. His maritime background has 
covered sea rescue search and recovery operations, 
sailing and power boating. His qualifications cover all 
power vessels from a Zodiac to a class six craft over 

200 tonnes. Stuart is a trained fire fighter with over six years active service. He is 
also Dive Master scuba diver, first aider and ‘Mr Fix it’ when it comes to boating. 
He has been in the cruising industry since 1980 and has extensive knowledge of 
many Indian Ocean islands and has worked on numerous expeditions around 
the world. When asked how many cruises he has been on he said that he gave 
up counting after 600.

Ian Bullock – Expedition Team  
Ian Bullock is a British biologist who lives in St.Davids, 
Pembrokeshire, on the south-western seaboard of 
Wales. Since 1978 he has specialised in seabird surveys, 
habitat management for endangered species and the 
conservation of remote island nature reserves. For 25 
years he worked for the Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds as both research biologist and warden, 

establishing new reserves for conservation and managing offshore islands. 
In spare moments since 1990 he has worked as guide and lecturer on board 
expedition ships in the Indian, Pacific and Atlantic oceans, as well as Arctic and 
Antarctic environments. He loves the sea, wildlife and wilderness and relishes any 
opportunity to share this enthusiasm with fellow adventurers. 

Craig Ward – Expedition Team
Craig is a peripatetic marine professional. Dive instructor, 
marine biologist & ship’s captain, for over twelve years 
he has been involved in marine research and education 
throughout the Indo-pacific. Already having a background 
in Coral Reef Ecology, Craig studied Zoology at James 
Cook University, Cairns. Post studies saw him involved in 
coral, jellyfish and conservation research, before going on 

to work for several years in the Northern Territory and the Kimberley with a number 
of endangered species. In 2003, he established a marine expedition services 
company, Sevare, which was designed to bridge the gap between tourism and 
conservation. Craig is based in tropical northern Australia, where he is still actively 
involved in conservation research. 

Dennis Wille – Expedition Lecturer
Dennis first became enamored of birds as a youngster in his 
native Costa Rica. Living in Central America, it is not difficult 
to see how ornithology could become the favourite science 
for any nature enthusiast, as there are well more than one 
thousand bird species in the region. He even has a passion 
for bird sounds and has a collection of them – he worked 
on the creation of a CD together with a talented pianist 

that mixes the piano with the sounds of the birds. Dennis has lent his expertise to 
international institutions such as The National Audubon Society, The Organization for 
Tropical Studies, The Rainforest Aerial Tram, The Nature Conservancy Group, and The 
American Birding Association. His experience and knowledge has led him to guide in 
countries all over the world. 

Tony Crocker – Expedition Team
Tony has spent many years living and travelling through 
the length and breadth of Europe, in the course of 
an extensive career in travel and tourism, including 
over a year spent in the High Arctic. He has a lifelong 
interest in ornithology and, in his native New Zealand, is 
acknowledged as one of the best birders. He was editor 
of the OSNZ magazine Southern Bird for nine years 

and council member for six. Tony is regularly active in various projects, especially 
involving research and monitoring of waders and seabirds, including a number of 
significant international expeditions. Tony has a MA in French and GradDipSc in 
History and Philosophy of Science. These days he spends most of his time at sea, 
as ornithologist/lecturer/zodiac driver on expedition ships. 

Dr Susan Currie – Expedition Team
After obtaining her Bachelor of Science degree in 
Geology from the University of Exeter and a Doctoral 
degree from the University of Cambridge Susan was 
employed to work as a geologist in the oil and gas 
industry. Over the past decade climate change has been 
a particular area of interest and study for her and in 
2008 she left BP to take up an appointment as a senior 

geologist in the UK Government Department of Energy and Climate Change 
(DECC). When she is not onboard expedition cruise ships she is employed in 
their offices in Aberdeen. Travelling to remote areas which offer spectacular 
scenery has always been her hobby and she has spent time in Greenland and the 
Russian arctic, Chile, USA, New Zealand, and Europe as well as in Antarctica. 

Hannah Lawson – Expedition Team
For the past twelve years Hannah has divided her 
time between working on expedition cruise ships as a 
wildlife guide, Zodiac driver and expedition leader and 
creating artwork from her studio in Hebden Bridge, West 
Yorkshire. She has a bachelors degree in zoology from the 
University of Liverpool and gained a Masters in Natural 
History Illustration at the Royal College of Art, London. 

She worked as an artist and mural painter for several years at Chester Zoo and 
also in East Africa, before joining the Noble Caledonia team for the first time in 
1999. Her love of wildlife and wild places has taken her annually from Antarctic 
and South Georgia in the Austral summer to the high Arctic, via South America, 
Macaronesia, the UK and Norway. 

Louis Justin – Expedition Leader 
Sharing his time between Europe and the South Pacific, 
Louis specialises in the history of the exploration of Earth, 
an area in which both Vikings and Polynesians took active 
part. While completing his Master’s Degree, he wrote a 
research document on the geographical and economic 
history of Australia, New Zealand and the South-West 
Pacific Ocean. Louis now works on cruise and expedition 

ships where he shares his knowledge of historical geography; his interest for the 
natural world also enables him to discuss subjects such as geophysics, navigation, 
weather, volcanoes, and related sciences. Lecturer, tour manager, and expedition 
leader, Louis organises voyages and leads itineraries to the world’s most secluded 
wilderness and cultural jewels.

Niall Johnson – Expedition Leader
Niall Johnson is a highly respected outdoor professional, 
he has pioneered adventure training in the Outer 
Hebrides and his knowledge and skills are sought all over 
the world. As well as accepting training commissions 
in, amongst other places, the Arctic, Australia, South 
America, Russia, Scandinavia and the Caribbean, he 
has worked in Antarctica since 1997, during the austral 

summers, where he leads and trains a powerboat team. He holds five major
Instructor qualifications in four key disciplines Power Boating, Sea Kayaking, 
Mountaineering and Scuba Diving.



  VESSEL/VOYAGE DATES TO/fROM CATEGORY PAGE

  MS CALEDONIAN SKY      16-17 
Fire and Ice in the Far Arctic 1st to 20th June 2014 Petropavlovsk to Seattle Expedition Cruise 18-19
New Zealand Coastal Voyage 17th December 2014 to 5th January 2015 Auckland to Queenstown Soft Expedition Cruise 20-21
South Seas Voyage 7th January to 28th January 2015 Auckland to Port Moresby Expedition Cruise 22-23
Island Hopping in the South  10th to 22nd May 2015 Osaka to Manila Destination Cruise 24-25 
and East China Seas 
Across the Top of Australia 9th to 25th September 2015 Perth to Darwin Expedition Cruise 26-29
In the Wake of the Bounty 14th November to 6th December 2015 Easter Island to Tahiti Expedition Cruise 30-31
Island Hopping in the South Pacific 2nd December 2015 to 4th January 2016 Tahiti to Lautoka Expedition Cruise 32-35 

  MS ISLAND SKY     36-37 
The Wonders of Madagascar 16th January to 1st February 2015 Mauritius to Dar es Salaam Expedition Cruise 38-39
South of Zanzibar 30th January to 13th February 2015 Dar es Salaam to Mauritius Expedition Cruise 40-41
Passage to India 24th February to 14th March 2015 Mahe to Chennai Expedition Cruise 42-43 
Mid Summer in the Hebrides 26th June to 3rd July 2015 Oban to Oban Expedition Cruise 44-45
Hebridean Secrets 3rd to 11th July 2015 Oban to Greenock Expedition Cruise 46-47
The Norwegian Fjords in Mid Summer 20th July to 1st August 2015 Leith to Tromso Soft Expedition Cruise 48-49
From the Barbary Coast to the Black Sea 12th to 26th September 2015 Lisbon to Istanbul Destination Cruise 50-51
Black Sea Odyssey 26th September to 8th October 2015 Istanbul to Istanbul Destination Cruise 52-53
Passage through an Antique Land 20th October to 6th November 2015 Istanbul to Amman Destination Cruise 54-55

  MS SERENISSIMA     56-57

Summer in the Cities of the Baltic 25th July to 5th August 2014 &  Copenhagen to Stockholm Destination Cruise 58-59 
 15th to 26th June 2015 
Baltic Odyssey 5th to 17th August 2014 Stockholm to Harwich Destination Cruise 60-61
Secret World of Two Oceans 20th December 2014 to 4th January 2015 Barbados to San Jose Soft Expedition Cruise 62-63
Lost Islands – Lost Worlds 2nd to 19th February 2015 San Jose to Havana Expedition Cruise 64-65
Semi Circumnavigation of Cuba 18th February to 2nd March 2015 Havana to Grand Cayman Destination Cruise 66-67
Islands of the Azores 23rd April to 2nd May 2015 Sao Miguel to Sao Miguel Destination Cruise 68-69
Island Hideaways 13th to 20th May 2015 Portsmouth to Portsmouth Soft Expedition Cruise 70-71
Baltic Renaissance 20th May to 4th June 2015 Portsmouth to Stockholm Destination Cruise 72-73
Norwegian Coastal Odyssey 7th to 19th July 2015 Copenhagen to Tromso Soft Expedition Cruise 74-75
Island Hopping in the Mediterranean 19th to 31st August 2015 Oporto to Athens Destination Cruise 76-77

Beyond the Towers of Trebizond 7th to 18th September, 18th to 29th September  Istanbul to Istanbul Destination Cruise 78-79 
 & 29th September to 10th October 2015 
Ancient Wonders of the Classical World 8th to 18th October 2015 Istanbul to Valletta Destination Cruise 80-81
Sicily and the Barbary Coast 18th October to 4th November 2015 Valletta to Casablanca Destination Cruise 82-83

  SEA ExPLORER     84-85
Island Hopping in Cape Verde 28th March to 7th April 2015 Sao Tiago to Sao Vincente Soft Expedition Cruise 86-87
Cape Verde to Casablanca 7th to 22nd April 2015 Sao Vincente to Casablanca Soft Expedition Cruise 88-89
Spring in the Isles 27th April to 3rd May 2015 Portsmouth to Portsmouth Soft Expedition Cruise 90-91
Britain and Ireland Odyssey 3rd to 12th May 2015 Portsmouth to Oban Expedition Cruise 92-93
Atlantic Island Odyssey 12th to 22nd May 2015 Oban to Aberdeen Expedition Cruise 94-95
Circumnavigation of Iceland 22nd May to 3rd June 2015 Aberdeen to Reykjavik Expedition Cruise 96-97

The Voyages 2014-2015 

 MS CaledOnIan Sky  MS ISland Sky  MS SerenISSIMa  Sea explOrer

 MV Tere MOana  SaFarI VOyaGer  la pInTa  MS BreMen
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  VESSEL/VOYAGE DATES TO/fROM CATEGORY PAGE

  CORINTHIAN    98-99
Following in the Footsteps of Odysseus 5th to 26th September 2014 Dubrovnik to Venice Destination Cruise 100-103

  SEA CLOUD II    104-105
Castles & Gardens of the Scottsh Highlands  
and Islands  

2nd to 12th August 2014 Oban to Dundee Under Sail 106-107

Panama Canal, Corals & Culture 4th to 17th February 2015 San Jose to San Jose Under Sail 108-109
Luxury Under Sail in the West Indies 8th to 25th March 2015 Havana to Antigua Under Sail 110-111
Luxury Under Sail in the Azores 11th to 18th April 2015 Sao Miguel to Sao Miguel Under Sail 112-113

  AMERICAN GLORY    114-115
History and Nature on the American  
East Coast 

8th to 21st May 2015 Washington to Boston Destination Cruise 116-117

Spring in New England 20th May to 1st June 2015 Boston to New York Destination Cruise 118-119
Fall Splendours of North America 6th to 18th October 2015 Boston to Washington Destination Cruise 120-121
Fall on the Hudson and East Coast 17th to 29th October 2015 Washington to New York Destination Cruise 122-123

  VARIETY VOYAGER    124-125
Circumnavigation of the Black Sea 28th April to 10th May & 10th to 22 May 2015 Istanbul to Istanbul Destination Cruise 126-127

  MV TERE MOANA    128-129
Late Summer in the Islands of   26th September to 10th October 2015 Barcelona to Nice Destination Cruise 130-131 
the Mediterranean 

  SAfARI VOYAGER    132-133
Baja’s Whale Bounty 6th to 17th February 2015 Mexico City to Mexico City Expedition Cruise 134-135  

  LA PINTA    136-137

Glories of the Galapagos 4th to 15th February 2015 &  Guayaquil to Quito Expedition Cruise 138-139 
 18th February to 1st March 2015  
   MS BREMEN    140-141
Antarctica, South Georgia and the Falklands 10th February to 5th March 2015 Buenos Aires to Montevideo Expedition Cruise 142-143

  MS ExPEDITION    144-145
 25th June to 6th July 2014; 19th to 30th July 2014;  
Polar Bear Adventures in the Midnight Sun 5th to 16th August 2014; 25th June to 6th July 2015;  Oslo to Oslo Expedition Cruise 146-147 
 29th July to 9th August 2015 

The Realm of the Polar Bear 12th to 20th July 2014 & 18th to 26th June 2015;  Oslo to Oslo Expedition Cruise 148-149 
 5th to 13th July 2015 

  MS HANSEATIC    150-151
Wild Alaska 12th to 31st July 2014 Vancouver to Vancouver Expedition Cruise 152-153
Wrangel Island & the Chukchi Peninsula 27th July to 15th August 2014 Nome to Nome Expedition Cruise 154-155
Islands of the Atlantic 10th to 26th October 2014  Funchal to Senegal Soft Expedition Cruise 156-157

  “50 YEARS Of VICTORY”    158-159
Voyage to the North Pole  14th to 27th July 2014; 16th to 29th July 2015 Helsinki to Helsinki Expedition Cruise 160-161

 COrInThIan  Sea ClOud II  aMerICan GlOry  VarIeTy VOyaGer

 MS expedITIOn  MS hanSeaTIC  “50 yearS OF VICTOry”   ZOdIaC
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Please note that owing to the fact that flight schedules are not released until 11 months prior to departure, in some instances itineraries may change upon their release.
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Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things 
you didn’t do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines, 

sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. 
Explore. Dream. Discover.

Mark Twain 

The Voyages
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Your Cabin/Suite 
Onboard the MS Caledonian Sky 
there are 57 exceptionally spacious 
and well designed suites, 23 of which 
have private balconies located on the 
Promenade or Bridge Decks. Each suite 
exudes great character and grandeur 
with wood panelling and brass features 
found throughout. The large suites all 

measure between 20 and 23 square metres and the balconies range in size from 
4.2 to 5.6 square metres. Suites are arranged over four decks and all have outside 
facing views. All suites feature a sitting room area complete with coffee table, 
armchairs and flat screen televisions (DVD players and DVDs can be borrowed 
from reception for use in your suite). The beds in each cabin offer exceptionally 
comfortable mattresses and pillows and can be configured as large double  
beds or twins.
Each suite affords considerable comfort with an en-suite bathroom featuring 
a country style wash basin, a hot towel rack, shaver outlet and vanity unit with 
sink and walk-in shower and/or corner bath tub. Towelling dressing gowns and 
slippers are also provided for your comfort. Further facilities in the suites  
include walk-in or spacious wardrobes, dressing table with large mirror and 
stool or desk, minifridge, cabin to cabin telephone, programmable electronic 
safe, hairdryer, assorted Molton Brown toiletries, individually controlled air-
conditioning and heating, bottled water replenished daily, as well as extra 
blankets and pillows. 

Your Space 
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a large lounge  
featuring comfortable seating and classic winged armchairs to enhance the 
modern country-style furnishings throughout. Daily briefings given by the  
Cruise Director or Expedition Leader and talks from Guest Speakers and 
Expedition staff take place in the main lounge which is fitted with the highest 
standard of presentation equipment including multiple screens. Also featured 
in the Lounge is an elegant bar where the onboard pianist plays periodically 
throughout the day. The bar also features a 24-hour tea and coffee station.
In addition to the main lounge on the Caledonian Deck, there is the Lounge on 
the Panorama Deck which features a bar, library and two computers and further 
spacious seating arrangements, ideal for watching the world go by as you  
cruise to your next destination. The travel library is the perfect place to relax  
with a good book.
The main dining room which can seat all guests at one sitting is located on  
the Castle Deck. Outside there is a rear Lido Deck located on the Bridge Deck 
which is complete with deck tables and chairs where meals are served in warm 
weather under shade. 
Further to this on the Panorama Deck towards the front of the vessel there  
is a further observation deck, complete with bar service and comfortable 
cushioned deck furniture for sun bathing, relaxing with a book or catching up 
with fellow travellers. On the Promenade Deck there is also a small gymnasium 
featuring a treadmill, bicycle and cross trainer, and a hairdressers with 
appointments made on request.

MS Caledonian Sky
Formerly known as the Hebridean Spirit, the MS Caledonian Sky began her life with Noble Caledonia in 
May 2012. Accommodating a maximum of 114 passengers in 57 spacious outside suites, she is more akin to 
a country hotel than the big cruise ships of today. The vessel is the ideal partner to our MS Island Sky, both 
were built in the same yard and at similar times and share the same excellent attributes that make them two 
of the finest small ships in the world and we are very proud to have them as our flagships. 
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Your Dining
With only one sitting and a maximum 
of just over 100 passengers, the cuisine 
onboard is of a consistent superior quality. 
Where possible and when it meets their 
high standards, our accomplished chefs 
will obtain local produce in markets or 
buy the catch of the day from a passing 
fishing boat. Afternoon tea and pre-dinner 
canapes take place every day in either the 
comfort of the lounge or out on the  

Lido Deck when the weather is favourable.
In keeping with the informal atmosphere onboard, when dining you are able 
to choose your seating arrangements at your leisure. Whether that be joining 
a table of four to six other like minded passengers outside on the Lido Deck 
in the evening’s sunshine or whether you prefer to enjoy meals in the à la carte 
restaurant. For those travelling alone, our onboard friendly restaurant staff will 
take care to ensure you are seated with other like minded travellers. In the 
main elegant dining room, breakfast is served buffet-style, with certain items 
cooked to order on request. Lunch and dinner are an à la carte five course 
affair, with the menu reflecting the daily catch or local delicacies. To enhance 
your dining experience even further a selection of wines are included with 
both meals.

Life Onboard 
The atmosphere onboard is warm and convivial and more akin to a private 
yacht or country hotel in which you can learn more about the wonders of 
nature, culture and ancient civilisations in the company of like-minded people. 
A little music in the lounge or bar after dinner, Guest Speakers and informative 
port briefings from our Expedition Leader and of course good food, all 
contribute to make any voyage aboard this wonderful vessel a memorable and 
joyful experience. After a day ashore you will return to the comfort and peace 
of an exceedingly comfortable ship. 
The daily programme onboard is in the capable hands of our Cruise Director 
or Expedition Leader or Cruise Director and staff who coordinate with the 
Captain and Officers to make the most of each day. Briefings and talks will be 
provided throughout the voyage together with a ‘Daily Programme’ that is 
distributed every evening to your suite outlining the next day’s activities. Dress 
onboard is casual and relaxed and there will be no ‘black tie’ evenings.

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
The MS Caledonian Sky is equipped with the latest safety, navigation and 
communications equipment along with roll stabilizers to minimise the ship’s 
motion. During your voyage you will have the opportunity to visit the Captain 
and Officers on the Bridge to check the vessel’s progress by charts and learn 
more about your journey. Onboard you will also find a clinic and doctor and a 
lift that serves all decks. Smoking onboard is restricted to deck 4 aft.

M
S C

aledonian Sky

  Standard Suite

  Restaurant   On Deck

  Panorama Lounge

  Panorama Lounge

  Promenade Premium Balcony Suite



18 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Moscow. Fly by 
scheduled flight. Arrive this afternoon 
and transfer to the Marriott Hotel (or 
similar) for an overnight stay. Enjoy a 
welcome dinner tonight.

Day 2 Moscow to Petropavlovsk. 
After breakfast in the hotel enjoy 
a brief city drive in Moscow before 
transferring to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to Petropavlovsk.

Day 3 Petropavlovsk. Arrive this 
morning in the regional capital  
which has the real atmosphere of a 
frontier town. We will transfer to the 
MS Caledonian Sky and in the evening 
sail out of the world’s largest deep sea 
harbour, curving some 15 miles with a 
dramatic mountain backdrop. 

Day 4 Kameninstaya & Chazma River. 
This morning we land at Kameninstaya 
Bay where we will have a chance to 
walk in the meadows and see the 
amazing landscape of extinct volcanoes 
and rugged coves. This afternoon at 
Chazma River there will be a variety 
of nature walks on offer. We hope to 
see bears and reindeer before the 
opportunity to soak in a hot spring.

Day 5 Commander Islands. The 
Commander Islands are named after 
famed commander Vitus Bering. In 
1741 Bering became the first European 
to sail to the Alaskan Coast. On his 
return to Russia he fell ill and sought 
refuge on the Commander Islands 
where he died. We will visit the village 
of Nikolskoye to explore the Aleut 
museum and to meet our island hosts 
who will introduce the local culture 
and perform Aleut dances. In the 
afternoon, take a Zodiac ride to tiny 
Ariy Kamen Island, whose moss-green 
rocky landscape provides a habitat 
for vast numbers of birds, including 
horned and tufted puffins. 

Day 6 Zhupanova River. We board 
Zodiacs to negotiate the Zhupanova 
River, with superb opportunities for 
both birding and nature walks. Heading 
upstream, we are likely to spot up to 
40 species of birds including the Steller 
sea eagles. This evening we will moor 
at Morzhovaya Bay for a final chance to 
search for bears.

Day 7 Petropavlovsk. After breakfast 
we set out for an exploration of 
Petropavlovsk, the only major city on 

the peninsula and one of the oldest 
towns in the Russian Far East. Local 
guides bring us to the Museum of 
Ethnography and Natural History, the 
art school, the gold-domed Orthodox 
cathedral and the marketplace. 
Alternatively take an optional 
helicopter excursion to the Valley of 
the Geysers. This afternoon we will 
clear Russian customs and sail.

Day 8 At sea. Relax onboard and 
attend a lecture.

Days 9 to 13 Aleutian Islands. 
Cross the International Date Line 
and gain a day. For the next five 
days we will follow the Aleutian 
chain with a fairly flexible itinerary 
making the best of the weather and 
local reconnaissance. Attu is the 
westernmost of the Aleutians and 
figured prominently in World War II. 
As serious birders know, Attu is famed 
for its Asiatic accidentals. We may call 
into Kiska where remnants of World 
War II encampments can be found 
among the rye grass and wildflowers. 
Considered one of the most important 
marine bird colonies in the Aleutians, 
Sirius Point hosts the world’s largest 
crested and least auklet populations, 
numbering over 1.4 million. From the 
deck you can look out for the usually 
prolific numbers of bald eagles which 
greet our arrival to Unalaska Island. 
Dutch Harbour is a busy ice free 
port which serves the North Pacific 
and Bering Sea fishing industry. This 
Aleutian port is very much a frontier 
town. We will see the World War II 
bunkers and the spectacular Russian 
Orthodox Church.

Day 14 Shumagin Islands We will 
explore the islands by Zodiac, 
watching the sea lions laze on the 
rocky shores and the delightful 
sea otters playing in the extensive 
bull kelp beds which surround the 
islands. The island of Unga reveals a 

Fire and Ice in the Far Arctic
Cruise from the Russian Far East to Alaska aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
1st to 20th June 2014

RUSSIA CANADA

Petropavlovsk

Kameninstaya

Aleutian 
Islands

Semidi Islands

Kukak Bay

Seward

Seattle

Commander 
Islands

Zhupanova River

Shumagin 
Islands

Kodiak

Chiswell 
Islands

ALASKA

Join the MS Caledonian Sky on an expedition cruise to the 
Russian Far East and islands of the North Pacific. This 

remarkable voyage takes you to the coast of Kamchatka and along 
the Aleutian islands of the ‘Pacific Ring of Fire’. For seafaring 
explorers this is one of the world’s greatest journeys. Smoking 
volcanoes rise above the clouds and everywhere life abounds with 
vast onshore colonies of seabirds, whilst lush verdant hillsides lure 
walkers and botanists to explore the vividly coloured wildflowers.

This pure and breathtakingly beautiful wilderness is a designated 
Biosphere Reserve and the wildlife is some of the richest in the world. 
The Aleutian archipelago of almost two hundred islands, islets and 
rocks form stepping stones between Asia and the Americas. Here, 
amongst the steep cliffs’ grass covered headlands we find millions of 
nesting seabirds. Northern fulmars, red-faced cormorants, tufted and 
horned puffins, crested parakeet and auklets are joined by 25 million 
or so visitors from the far south, mostly shearwaters. Before setting 
off for the Aleutians we will spend a couple of days on Kamchatka, 
Russia’s remote eastern-most province. We will explore this dramatic 
landscape of fire and ice. Geysers, hot springs and active volcanoes 
set amidst towering mountains and fast flowing rivers make this area 
magnificently unique. This is home to the huge brown bears which 
can sometimes be spotted on river banks and shorelines. Few places 
in the world can offer experiences beyond one’s imagination. But 
here, as we navigate these islands with their spectacular scenery and 
skies dominated by vast colonies of seabirds, we can enjoy one of 
the last true wilderness areas. All this and much more including some 
important World War II battles which took place between Japan and 
the USA and the history and lives of the native Unangan’s will be 
brought to life by our knowledgeable expedition team. 

Zodiac cruising

Whiskered Auklet
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spectacular petrified ancient forest, 
embedded in its sea cliffs.

Day 15 Semidi Islands. The wildlife-
rich Semidi are known as the breeding 
grounds for about 25% of the resident 
seabirds in the Gulf of Alaska, including 
hundreds of thousands of horned 
puffins and northern fulmars, plus the 
unusual parakeet auklet. This is also 
great territory for whale spotting.

Day 16 Kukak Bay & Katmai National 
Park. Cruising through these waters of 
the emerald green Katmai Peninsula, 
watch out for foraging brown bears 
with their cubs, and waterfalls which 
often at this time of year are heavy and 
impressive.

Day 17 Kodiak. Alexander Baranov 
established a trading post at St. Paul 
Harbor in 1792 when Kodiak became 
the first capital of Russian America 
and was a major fur trading center 
for many years. Visit the Baranov 
Museum, the Alutiq Museum and the 

Fish Tech Centre, all in Alaska’s first 
Russian-American settlement. We 
sail in the afternoon and will sail past 
islands with thousands of birds whilst 
we are also in a prolific area for whales.

Day 18 Chiswell Islands. Our last day 
onboard will be at the uninhabited 
Chiswell Islands, part of the Alaska 
Maritime National Wildlife Refuge and 
home to millions of marine birds and 
mammals. We will use our Zodiacs to 
explore the rocky outcrops and hope 
to see horned puffins, black legged 
kittiwakes, auklets and Stellar sea lions.

Day 19 Seward to Seattle. Disembark 
this morning in Seward and transfer 
to Anchorage for our scheduled flight 
to Seattle. On arrival, transfer to our 
hotel for an overnight stay.

Day 20 Seattle to London. After 
breakfast transfer to the airport for 
your scheduled flight to London. 

Day 21 London. Arrive this morning.

Bering Sea Horned puffin

Walrus

Arctic Fox

Bear and Zodiac

Kamchatka

M
S C

aledonian Sky – Fire and Ice in the Far A
rctic

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight hotel accommodation in both 
Moscow and Seattle on breakfast only basis, 16 nights aboard the MS Caledonian Sky on 
a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
expedition team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, transfers, 
port taxes, airport taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional helicopter excursion, Russian visa.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Suite CategoryDeck
Castle Standard Forward 

Castle Standard   

Caledonian Superior  

Promenade  Premium  

Bridge  Deluxe Balcony  

Promenade  Premium Balcony 

Promenade  Owner’s Corner Suite with balcony  

Castle  Standard for sole use 

Caledonian Superior for sole use 

£8395
£8795
£9195
£9395
£9595
£9795

£10395
£11795
£12295

Prices
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New Zealand Coastal Voyage
An exploration of New Zealand’s coastal waters aboard the MS Caledonian Sky 
17th December 2014 to 5th January 2015

New Zealand’s 27 regions stretch more than 1,600 kilometres 
across two main islands and offers the traveller a journey of 

breathtaking natural wonder. Aboard our nimble small ship the MS 
Caledonian Sky, we will start our coastal-hugging exploration on 
the North Island learning of Maori culture, exploring volcanic and 
geothermal terrains, calling into tranquil bays and visiting its iconic 
cities. The South Island is a sweeping, vast area of unparalleled 
landscape; towering Alps tumbling into azure waters, rolling green 
hills cradling rugged coastline and sweeping plains dotted by world-
renowned vineyards. New Zealand is a nature lover’s paradise and 
rewards the traveller with unique marine, bird and wildlife. 

Our voyage around the North and South Islands will allow us to drop 
anchor in the remote bays, navigate channels, fjords and rivers and 
call into harbours both large and small. With our Zodiac landing craft 
we will be able to land in otherwise inaccessible places making the 
most of New Zealand’s extraordinary natural attractions.

motifs and the buildings of Louis 
Hay, admirer of the great Frank Lloyd 
Wright. Walk along Marine Parade, 
see the Botanical Gardens and take in 
the view from Bluff Hill Lookout before 
visiting a local vineyard to sample the 
local wines. This afternoon is free for 
independent exploration of the town or 
alternatively join the optional excursion 
to the gannetry at Cape Kidnappers 
where you are able to get amazingly 
close to the birds. The 13 hectare 
reserve includes the Saddle and Black 
Reef gannet colonies.

Day 9 Kaikoura. Enjoy a relaxing
Christmas morning at sea and lunch
onboard. Arrive in Kaikoura this 
afternoon, a famous whale watching 
area due to its nutrient rich waters. 
The combination of very deep waters 
and the mixing of cold and warm 
waters brings the nutrients to the 
top. This afternoon there will be 
opportunities to join a whale watching 
cruise looking out for sperm whales, 
pods of dusky dolphins and common 
seals and the wandering albatross. 

Day 10 Wellington. We have a full day 
in the nation’s capital. An excursion will 
include the Parliament buildings, Old 
St Paul’s Cathedral, a lovely all-wood 
structure which was erected in 1866, 
and the superb Botanic Gardens.

Day 11 Ship Cove, Marlborough 
Sounds and Picton. Morning 
expedition cruising in Ship Cove 
where Captain James Cook spent 
much of his time in New Zealand. We 
will look out for playful dolphins and 
a variety of seabirds. Enjoy a relaxing 
afternoon in Picton including a tour 
to the famous Marlborough wine 
producing region. See some of the 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Hong Kong.  
Fly by scheduled flight.

Day 2 Hong Kong. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the Harbour 
Grand Kowloon Hotel (or similar) for 
an overnight night stay. Remainder of 
day at leisure.

Day 3 Hong Kong to Auckland. Enjoy 
a morning Hong Kong tour including 
Victoria Peak and Stanley Market. 
After lunch in a local restaurant 
we transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to Auckland.

Day 4 Auckland. Arrive this morning 
and transfer to the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel (or similar) for an overnight 
stay. The remainder of the day is free 
for individual exploration in this city 
famous for its wonderful diversity of 
landscape, two sparkling harbours 
and the attractions associated with a 
sophisticated, cosmopolitan city. 

Day 5 Auckland. A morning tour  
will include the city’s highlights and the 
Auckland Museum, which houses the 
world’s largest collection of Polynesian 
artefacts. After lunch in a local restaurant 
we will transfer to the MS Caledonian 
Sky which is moored in the city.

Day 6 Tauranga for Rotorua. This 
morning we will drive to the famous 
thermal springs Wai-O-Tapu at 
Rotorua to see the geysers and pools 
of bubbling mud. We also visit a local 
Maori Marae where we will enjoy a 
traditional Maori welcome and lunch.

New Zealand 
is a land of rare 
natural beauty 
and breathtaking 
contrasts. There 
are steep-
sided glacial 
fjords, geysers 
and boiling 
mud, coastal 
rainforests, 
snow-capped 
mountains, 
rolling green 
pasture lands 
and enchanting 
sandy bays  
and coves.
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Day 7 White Island. Arrive this 
morning at White Island. Weather 
permitting, there will be an excursion 
to explore the active volcano on White 
Island, identifiable by the plume of 
steam continually spouting from 
its crater. We will use the Zodiacs 
to reach the island and then spend 
approximately three hours on a guided 
walk to the crater. Afternoon cruising.

Day 8 Napier. Arrive this morning in 
Napier and join a tour of the town 
which will include its charming Art 
Deco buildings. Totally rebuilt after the 
1931 Hawkes Bay earthquake, it has 
enormous style. Nowhere else can you 
see such a variety of buildings in the 
styles of the 1930s - Stripped Classical, 
Spanish Mission, and above all Art 
Deco, the style of the 20th century. 
Napier’s Art Deco is unique, with Maori 

Rotorua
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3000 hectares of vineyards and taste 
some of the Sauvignon Blanc, Riesling, 
Pinot Noir and Cabernet Sauvignon 
for which the area is justly famous.

Day 12 Christchurch. Today enjoy 
a morning city tour of this most 
British of cities. The tour will include 
an overview of the city and we will 
see how it has recovered from the 
devastating earthquake. We will view 
the Southern Alps from the Port Hills 
and tour the International Antarctic 
Centre. Alternatively, join an optional 
full day tour on the Tranz Alpine 
Express Train to Arthurs Pass in the 
heart of the Southern Alps.

Day 13 Dunedin. Morning cruising. 
This afternoon we will explore Dunedin 
on a guided tour. See the gracious 
19th century buildings including the 
magnificent railway station and the 
beautiful botanical gardens, the oldest 
in New Zealand. 

Day 14 Stewart Island. New Zealand’s 
third island is well off the usual beaten 
tourist track. It is a wonderfully tranquil 
place, the scenery of untouched 
bushland is stunning. We will visit 
Oban, see the fascinating Rakiura 

Museum and drive along some of 
the 15 miles of sealed road to some 
of the beauty spots. We also hope to 
use our Zodiacs around Half Moon 
Bay and the Paterson Inlet. The bird 
life here is amazing, red crowned 
parakeets, black oyster catchers, sooty 
shearwaters, tuis, bellbirds, kakas and 
fearless wekas.

Days 15 & 16 Fjordland. We have 
two days to explore the incredible 
wilderness of fjords to the south 
of Milford Sound. This is an area 
of majestic scenery, rich in wildlife, 
which is only accessible by sea, 
making it the most remote region 
of New Zealand. Our schedule 
may include Resolution Bay, Dusky 
Sound and Deep Cove, but final 
itinerary decisions will be made by 
the Captain and Expedition Leader 
based on weather conditions.

Day 17 Milford Sound to Queenstown. 
Disembark after breakfast and transfer 
to Queenstown for a two night stay at 
the Novotel Queenstown (or similar). 
Remainder of day at leisure.

Day 18 Queenstown. Today you have 
the choice of exploring Queenstown 
independently or joining an optional 
Dart River Wilderness Safari.

Day 19 Queenstown to London. 
Morning free before an early 
afternoon transfer to the airport for 
the flight to Auckland and onward 
scheduled flight to London.

Day 20 London. Arrive this afternoon.

Soft expedition: This cruise is not 
classified as an expedition cruise, 
however Zodiac landing crafts will 
be used on some days to explore 
coastlines and to transport passengers 
ashore. On some days we will be 
visiting remote destinations which are 
only accessible by Zodiacs.
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight hotel accommodation in both 
Hong Kong and Auckland and two nights in Queenstown on breakfast only basis, 12 nights 
aboard the MS Caledonian Sky on a full board basis with house wine, beer or soft drinks 
with lunch and dinner, onboard team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst on 
excursions, transfers, port taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Marlborough Sounds

Wellington Cable-car

Dunedin

Dolphins

White Island Volcano

Fur seal

Suite CategoryDeck

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Castle Standard Forward 

Castle Standard   

Caledonian Superior  

Promenade  Premium  

Bridge  Deluxe Balcony  

Promenade  Premium Balcony 

Promenade  Owner’s Corner Suite with balcony  

Castle  Standard for sole use 

Caledonian Superior for sole use 

£7895
£8295
£8695
£8895
£9095
£9295
£9895

£10795
£11395

Prices
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South Seas Voyage
A passage from New Zealand to Papua New Guinea aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
7th January to 28th January 2015 

Escape the winter and join us aboard the MS Caledonian Sky  
for exactly the type of itinerary which suits her many talents 

best. Our voyage is a fascinating mix of islands all the way from the 
northernmost reaches of New Zealand to Melanesia, taking in remote, 
but splendidly sophisticated Norfolk Island and Iles des Pins in the 
French Collectivity of New Caledonia. From here we follow the chain 
of Melanesian islands through Vanuatu, the Solomon Islands and 
finally to the islands of Papua New Guinea. Our fleet of purpose built 
Zodiacs gives us the freedom of spontaneity to explore and land in 
places where few travellers have been before us. 

We will land on otherwise inaccessible beaches, explore lagoons and 
coral reefs and encounter some truly remote communities. At New 
Georgia on the outer reaches of the Solomon’s we will explore the 
majestic Marovo Lagoon, the world’s largest double barrier lagoon, a 
truly awe inspiring place. Obviously, such beauty and serenity is best 
enjoyed with a small number of travelling companions. After all, it 
would be disappointing to find yourself in the company of hundreds 
when landing on what was a deserted beach.

The unique ports of call we will visit are certainly not on the mass tourism circuit 
and their beauty and customs are relatively unscathed by the modern world. The 
islands are all beautiful in their different ways and all have unique features and 
cultures forming one of the most culturally complex regions of the entire world, 
with 1293 languages spoken across the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, New Caledonia 
and the island of New Guinea. It is also a region of great antiquity; New Guinea 
has been settled for around 45,000 years, the Solomon Islands for 35,000 years, 
and Vanuatu and New Caledonia for about 4,000.

There will be much of the natural world to occupy us as we sail in a northerly 
direction through the South Pacific along much of the same route as Captain 
James Cook. The maritime history of the region is a constant wonder from the 
early explorers and native migrations to the fierce battles of World War II. Join us 
in this faraway haven, where there still exists a savage beauty, which cannot fail to 
stir the most jaded of travellers. Many of the islands still possess a pristine beauty, 
much the same as they were when first discovered by the great explorers.

The Itinerary  
Day 1 London to Singapore.  
Fly by scheduled flight. 

Day 2 Singapore. Arrive today and 
transfer to the Fullerton Hotel (or 
similar) for an overnight stay. 

Day 3 Singapore to Auckland. This 
morning is free and in the afternoon 
we will depart for a city tour. After the 
tour we will transfer to the airport for 
our scheduled flight to Auckland.

Day 4 Auckland. Arrive this afternoon 
in the “City of Sails” and transfer to 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel (or similar) for 
an overnight stay. 

Day 5 Auckland. A morning tour will 
include the city’s highlights and the 
Auckland Museum. We will then enjoy 
a local lunch before transferring to the 
MS Caledonian Sky moored in the city.

Day 6 Paihia, Bay of Islands. Arrive 
this morning in the finest maritime 
park in New Zealand with its 144 
islands, secluded bays and an 
abundance of marine life. Discovered 
by Captain Cook in 1769, it is the 
cradle of European civilisation in New 
Zealand and has important historical 
significance for both Maori and 
Europeans. We will visit the Waitangi 
Treaty House.

Ni-Vanuatu warrior Rainbow Lorikeet

Day 7 Three Kings Islands. This 
morning we arrive at the Manawatawhi 
Nature Reserve, a haven for native 
species with many rare and unique 
plants and animals, found nowhere 
else in the world. Whilst we are unable 
to land on the islands we will use 
our Zodiacs to explore the coastline 
viewing the abundant birdlife.

Day 8 At sea.

Day 9 Norfolk Island. This morning we 
awake at Norfolk Island which Captain 
Cook encountered in 1774 and named 
after the Duchess of Norfolk. We have 
the full day to explore and will have the 
opportunity to discover the historical 
Georgian settlement of Kingston with 
its convict settlements and the beautiful 
St Barnabas Chapel. Visit the Botanical 
Gardens with its 40 endemic, or unique, 
species. 

Day 10 At sea.
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Day 11 Iles des Pins, New Caledonia. 
Arrive at first light in New Caledonia 
at the islands named by Captain Cook 
in 1774. These remote islands are 
close to paradise and we will use our 
Zodiacs to land at one of the remote 
beaches and snorkel in the crystal 
clear waters. 

Day 12 Port Vila, Vanuatu. After  
a morning at sea we arrive in Vanuatu 
and the capital of Port Vila, built 
around a horseshoe shaped bay, with 
excellent views of the outlying islands 
from its steep hills. We will have time 
to explore this beautiful town. 

Day 13 Espiritu Santo Island, 
Vanuatu. Espiritu Santo is the largest 
of Vanuatu’s islands and with some 
of the most beautiful white sand 
beaches, amazing blue holes, caves 
and renowned snorkelling. It was also 
a huge military base during World War 
II.  We will have the opportunity to 
snorkel over the unique corals of the 
region or join an island tour. 

Day 14 At sea. 

Day 15 Santa Ana, Solomon Islands. 
Arrive this morning at Port Mary on 
Santa Ana Island. We are welcomed 
by a stunning dance by the villagers 
with spears and mud face masks. Soak 
in the culture as we set foot on the 
shores of this lovely island. There will 
be opportunities for snorkelling and 
nature walks, or exploring the town. 

Day 16 Honiara. This morning we 
cruise through Iron Bottom Sound, 
the site of intense World War II 
naval battles, and so named for the 
large numbers of Japanese and 
American ships and aircraft that sank 
beneath the sea. Later we arrive into 
Honiara. During World War II the 
British founded Honiara as a military 
base. The town and the Mataniko 
River, which runs through it, were the 
front for many months during the 
battle of Guadalcanal. Today, this is 
a bustling town with lovely hibiscus 
and palm-tree-lined avenues. We 
enjoy a morning tour of Honiara 
and its environs. This afternoon we 
will immerse ourselves in the local 
beaches for snorkelling and nature 
walks.

Day 17 Marovo Lagoon, New 
Georgia. Marovo Lagoon is the 
largest double barrier lagoon in the 
world. Inside the lagoon, the islands 
are surrounded by spectacular coral 
formations and white sandy beaches. 
We will use our Zodiacs to land on a 
remote beach and snorkel.

Day 18 Laughlan Atoll, Papua New 
Guinea. This morning we anchor the 
ship off of the Wabola and Bolaluna 
Islands, which we will approach by 
Zodiac in small groups. Once there we 
will see the undeveloped landscape 
with thatched huts, which we will enter 
on invitation by the locals.

Day 19 Fergusson & Dobu Island.  
Awake this morning in the 
D’Entrecasteaux islands. We will use 
our Zodiacs to land on Fergusson 
Island, the largest of the chain, in a 
small fishing village. From here we 
will walk to the local hot springs and 
bubbling mud pools. This afternoon 
we will cruise through the spectacular 
Dobu passage.

Day 20 Bonarua Island. As we follow 
the coast of Papua New Guinea, the 
peaks of the dramatic Stanley Owens 
Range come into view. Arrive at the 
island of Bonarua in Milne Bay. We will 

M
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aledonian Sky – South Seas Voyage

go ashore to view fishing and weaving 
demonstrations, and wander through 
the enchanting village, sampling local 
delicacies. Birders have the chance to 
trek into the thicket whilst the warm 
inviting waters of the Coral Sea offer 
a perfect final chance to explore the 
underwater world.

Day 21 Port Moresby to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled flight 
to London via Singapore. 

Day 22 London. Arrive this morning.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight hotel accommodation in 
Singapore and Auckland on breakfast only basis, 16 nights aboard the MS Caledonian Sky 
on a full board basis with house wine, beer or soft drinks with lunch and dinner, expedi-
tion team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, transfers, port 
taxes, airport taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Suite CategoryDeck Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Castle Standard Forward 

Castle Standard   

Caledonian Superior  

Promenade  Premium  

Bridge  Deluxe Balcony  

Promenade  Premium Balcony 

Promenade  Owner’s Corner Suite with balcony  

Castle  Standard for sole use 

Caledonian Superior for sole use 

£8295
£8695
£9095
£9295
£9495
£9695

£10295
£11395
£11895

Iles des Pins, New Caledonia

Blue Hole, Espiritu SantoTribal dancers, Port Vila

Paihia, New Zealand
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Island Hopping in the South and 
East China Seas

For the well travelled, this 
unique voyage offers the 

opportunity to visit little known 
and remote regions that are well 
away from the usual cruise 
routes in the Far East. We sail 
from Osaka on Japan’s mainland 
to the islands which form an 
archipelago stretching some 500 
miles and which is bordered by 
the East China Sea and Pacific 
Ocean. We enjoy five days 

cruising amongst these delightful 
outpost islands which are probably best described as Japan’s Outer 
Hebrides and an altogether different experience from Japan’s mainland. 

From our last island call in Japan, we continue to Taiwan and the 
city of Taipei. Thirty years ago the city was an unattractive mess, 
today it is one of the finest and well run cities in the East and an 
interesting place to learn more about the Japanese colonial period 
and the more recent era of Chiang Kai Shek. In contrast to the bustle 
of city life in Taipei, we have a day to explore some of Taiwan’s 
natural wonders and the Taroko Gorge National Park. 

With a day at sea which after a busy schedule of exploration will come as a 
welcome interlude we reach the island nation of the Philippines where we will have 
a day to discover the culture of the region with our exploration of the cities of 
Badoc and Bantay and the UNESCO town of Vigan which is considered the best-
preserved example of a planned Spanish colonial town in Asia. Contrasting well 
with cultural discovery, our itinerary ends with a natural world focus as we spend 
time in the magnificently beautiful Hundred Islands National Park before returning 
to the UK from Manila.

This unusual itinerary will appeal to those who have perhaps explored Japan’s 
mainland and would now like to explore her islands or those simply looking for 
something different, combining explorations of the natural world with a look at the 
culture of the region visiting a number of ports which are off the usual cruise route. 
From the luxury of the MS Caledonian Sky, we can enjoy great food, company and 
an expert team which makes travellers cruise on her time and time again. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Osaka, Japan.  
Fly by scheduled indirect flight. 

Day 2 Osaka, Japan. Arrive  
this morning and transfer to  
the MS Caledonian Sky. Sail  
this evening.

Day 3 Matsuyama, Shikoku Island, 
Japan. Arrive this morning on the 
island of Shikoku and its main town of 
Matsuyama. The town is renowned as 
the centre of Haiku poetry in Japan, 
these traditional poems are three lines 
long containing, respectively, five, 
seven and nine syllables. Throughout 
the city we can find the wooden 
“Haiku postboxes” where anyone is 
able to drop off their efforts. We will 
visit Matsuyama Castle, a rare three-
wing, three-storey castle, constructed 
by famous samurai Yoshiaki Kato in 
1603 which sits atop Mount Katsuyama 
in the centre of the city. The castle 
affords not only a magnificent view of 
Matsuyama but also of the Ishizuchi 
Mountain range and the Inland Sea 
of Japan. We also visit the Dogo Hot 
Springs, the oldest hot springs in 
Japan with a history going back 3000 
years, which are famous for its clear 
and odourless healing waters. Return 
to the ship for lunch and enjoy a 
relaxing afternoon at sea.

Day 4 Yakushima Island, Japan. After 
a morning at sea where you may wish 
to join a lecture or simply relax in 
the library we arrive on the island of 
Yakushima which is situated 60km off 
the south coast of Kyushu. Yakushima 
became Japan’s first UNESCO World 
Heritage site in 1993. We will spend 
our time here on nature walks at 
Yakusugi Land, a nature park populated 
by a number of the island’s ancient 
cedar trees, such as the Buddhasugi, 
Futagosugi and Sennensugi. 

Day 5 Amami Oshima, Amami Islands, 
Japan. We continue sailing south and 
arrive this morning in Amami Oshima, a 
natural paradise situated in the Amami 
Islands and surrounded by transparent 
waters, brightly coloured coral reefs 
and tropical fish. The island is almost 
entirely covered in forest and mangrove 
and offers fantastic bird watching and 
wildlife sightings. We have the whole 
day to explore and will visit the Nature 
Observation Park where we can walk 

A journey exploring the islands of Japan, Taiwan and the Philippines aboard the MS Caledonian Sky 
10th to 22nd May 2015 

through the forest and hope to see the 
Amami Jay, Ruddy Kingfisher, Ryukyu 
Akashobin, butterflies and possibly 
the rare black hare. We will also see 
local industry and watch the process of 
making tsumugi and kasuri silk-cotton 
fabrics at the Oshima Tsumugi Village, 
a craft complex in a beautiful hillside 
setting amongst flowers and many of 
the plants used in dyeing. There may 
also be an opportunity to snorkel or 
swim in the clear waters.

Day 6 Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 
Japan. Arrive today in the largest of the 
Ryukyu Island archipelago, Okinawa. 
It is probably best known for the long 
and bloody battle of World War II which 
lasted 82 days and saw losses of over 
100,000 Japanese troops and many 
thousands of US troops. There will be 
a choice of excursion this morning, 
either choose to learn more about this 
significant encounter when we visit the 
former Japanese Navy Underground 
Head Quarters, the Peace Memorial 
Park and Himeyuri Tower, which 
commemorates the fate of female 
high school students, who worked in 
army field hospitals in caves under 
horrendous conditions. Alternatively 
stretch your legs as we walk through 
the Gangala Valley, a working 
excavation site with human pre-historic 
remains dating back some 18,000 
years. We will walk past the “walking 
Banyan tree” and see the caves, the 
history of which our guides will explain. 
Before returning to the vessel we will 
see the Shuri Castle, perched on a hill 
overlooking Naha which used to be a 
centre of the Ryukyu Kingdom.

Day 7 Ishigaki and Taketomi, Yaeyama 
Islands, Japan. Our final call in Japan 
will be at the Yaeyama Islands, a cluster of 
coral reefs and forested mountains. This 
morning, from our base in Ishigaki we 
take the short journey to neighbouring 
Taketomi. This tiny island, just 1500 
metres at its widest point and home to 
300 people still offers a traditional Ryuku 
way of life. We will be transported by 
traditional buffalo drawn carts to view the 
traditional bungalow style houses with 
low slung terracotta roofs and rocky walls 
covered in hibiscus and bougainvillea. 
We return to the ship for lunch and this 
afternoon is free to relax onboard or 
for the more active, we will arrange a 
snorkelling trip to one of the many reefs 
around Ishigaki. 

Sugar Cane Field, Okinawa
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Day 8 Taipei, Taiwan. Arrive this 
morning in the port of Keelung which 
will be our base for today during which 
there will be a choice of activities. Either 
join a morning tour to Taipei including a 
visit to the outstanding National Palace 
Museum, a repository of over 600,000 
priceless Chinese artefacts which is 
located in the green hills just outside 
the city. Also visit the Chiang Kai-Shek 
Memorial Hall and Arts Centre and 
the Lungshan Temple, the city’s most 
atmospheric Taoist temple. You then 
have the choice to return to the ship 
for lunch and enjoy a free afternoon in 
Keelung or alternatively enjoy lunch in 
a local restaurant before continuing to 
Yangminshan National Park situated to 
the north of Taipei. The park is home to 
dormant volcanoes, hot springs, over 
1200 species of plants and 110 species 
of birds and we will have the afternoon 
to explore. Return to the ship for dinner 
and maybe visit the vibrant night market 
before we sail later tonight. 

Day 9 Hualien, Taiwan. From our berth 
in Hualien we will enjoy a full day tour to 
the Taroko Gorge National Park. Taroko 
means “magnificent and beautiful” in 
the local Truku language and it is clear 
to see why the name was used. The 
gorge itself stretches for 20kms with 
marble cliffs rising hundreds of metres 
above the Liwu River. We will see the 
Swallow Grotto, Tunnel of nine turns 
which is a 1.9km path cut into the cliffs 
following the route of the original tracks 
along the gorge and the Changuang 
Temple, a Buddhist monastery with 
commanding views of the river. 

Day 10 At sea. Relax as we enjoy a 
day onboard sailing into the South 
China Sea. 

Day 11 Badoc, Bantay and Vigan 
City, Philippines. Arrive this morning 
at the port of Currimao which will be 
our base to explore these delightful 

towns in Northern Luzon. Our first 
stop will be Badoc where we visit 
the Juan Luna Shrine, a restored 
ancestral home of the great Ilocano 
painter and is a repository of some 
of Juan Luna’s memorabilia and 
reproductions of Luna’s work. We 
continue to Badoc Church which 
houses La Virgen Milagrosa de Badoc, 
a 400-year-old image of the Virgin 
Mary found by fishermen in the 17th 
century. We continue to Bantay to 
view the 16th Century Baroque church 
and Belltower. The church was built 
in 1590 with a Baroque and Gothic 
inspired architecture. The Bantay 
belfry is located just a few metres 
away from the church on top of the 
hill and was used as a lookout point 
for approaching enemies during the 
war. From the top of the tower, we 
have fantastic views of the region. We 
will stop at a local restaurant for lunch 
before continuing to the UNESCO 
town of Vigan, one of the oldest towns 
in the Philippines and considered the 
best-preserved example of a planned 
Spanish colonial town in Asia. We 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 11 nights aboard the MS Caledonian Sky 
on a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
onboard team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, transfers, port 
taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Suite CategoryDeck Prices
Castle Standard Forward 

Castle Standard   

Caledonian Superior  

Promenade  Premium  

Bridge  Deluxe Balcony  

Promenade  Premium Balcony 

Promenade  Owner’s Corner Suite with balcony  

Castle  Standard for sole use 

Caledonian Superior for sole use 

£5495
£5795
£6195
£6595
£6995
£7395
£7795
£7995
£8495

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

This unique 
voyage offers the 
opportunity to 
visit little known 
and remote 
regions that 
are well away 
from the usual 
cruise routes in 
the Far East. It 
will appeal to 
those who have 
perhaps explored 
Japan’s mainland 
and would now 
like to explore 
her islands.

will walk its cobblestone streets, and 
discover a unique architecture that 
fuses Philippine building design and 
construction with colonial European 
architecture. 

Day 12 Hundred Islands National 
Park, Philippines. A beautiful ending 
to our voyage as we awake this 
morning among the one hundred and 
twenty three islands that make up this 
national park in the Lingayen Gulf. The 
park is made up of mostly coral and 
supported by mangrove forests, which 
creates a healthy ecosystem for both 
marine and bird life, as well as various 
lizards and mammals. We will spend 
the morning searching for wildlife 
either by snorkelling amongst the 
coral or joining our onboard team for 
a guided walk on one of the islands. 
Return to the ship for lunch and sail 
this afternoon.

Day 13 Manila, Philippines to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for your scheduled 
indirect flight to London. 
 

Matsuyama Castle

Yakushima Island

Water buffalo cart, Taketomi
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Across the Top of Australia 
An expedition cruise to Australia’s ‘Top End’ from Broome to Darwin aboard the MS Caledonian Sky 
9th to 25th September 2015 

The Kimberley region of Western Australia was the last great 
empty section of Australia to be explored, with European settlers 

arriving only just over 100 years ago. Ignored by the early settlers, 
the Kimberley is today one of the richest areas of the continent with 
record gold and diamond rushes, great cattle drives and hauls of 
pearl shells having put the region well and truly on the economic 
map. However, for all its latterly discovered wealth, it still remains 
one of the most untouched areas in the world. Covering nearly 
423 000 square kilometres, the region has fewer people per square 
kilometre than almost any other place on earth and is truly one of the 
world’s last great wilderness areas with a complex landscape which 
encompasses spectacular gorges and waterfalls, fascinating cave 
systems and an incredibly diverse variety of wildlife.

Rarely visited in any comprehensive way due to its wild and 
undeveloped nature, the Kimberley is a wonderful place for the 
genuine traveller to explore and perfect for expedition style cruising. 
There are so many highlights, it is difficult to know where to 
begin when extolling its virtues. From the tidal phenomena at the 
Montgomery Bay Reef to the horizontal waterfalls near Talbot Bay, 
from the hundreds of islands in the Buccaneer Archipelago to the 
gorges of the Mitchell, King George and Prince Regent rivers and 
from the fertile Ord River Valley to Lake Argyle. The whole vast 
area offers a cornucopia of natural world delights on a scale seldom 
witnessed anywhere else in the world. Having been associated with 
other vessels in the region in the past and hearing from past travellers 
and members of our expedition team of the wonderful experiences 
to be had in the Kimberley we are delighted to be bringing our own 
vessel to these waters in 2015.

The Itinerary  
Day 1 London to Perth, Australia. Fly 
by scheduled indirect flight.

Day 2 Perth. Arrive this afternoon and 
transfer to our centrally located hotel 
for a two night stay. The remainder of 
the day is at leisure to relax.

Day 3 Perth. After breakfast in the 
hotel we enjoy a tour of Perth which 
will include a guided walk of Kings 
Park, perched on Mount Eliza. Absorb 
impressive views of the city and the 
Swan River. Visit the Caversham 
Wildlife Park and meet wombats and 
kangaroos. Enjoy a free afternoon 
to explore at your own pace. We will 
meet tonight for a welcome dinner 
including a glass of the local wine. 

Day 4 Perth to Broome. This morning 
enjoy a cruise along the famous Swan 
River to Fremantle. Fremantle is 
famous for its wonderful beaches, in 
addition to its well-preserved colonial 
architecture. We have time to explore 
before returning to Perth airport for 
our scheduled flight to Broome. On 
arrival transfer to the MS Caledonian 
Sky and sail this evening.

Day 5 Lacepede Islands. Arrive this 
morning at the Lacepede Islands, 
a series of low islands consisting of 
coarse sand and coral rubble lying 
atop a platform reef. This nature 
reserve has been identified by BirdLife 
International as an Important Bird 
Area as it supports up to 18,000 
breeding pairs of Brown Boobies and 
Roseate Terns, possibly the largest 
such population in the world. Board 
the Zodiacs and explore the island’s 
lagoon, keeping an eye out for many 
species of marine birdlife including 
Australian Pelicans, frigatebirds, 
egrets, gulls and terns. The islands are 
also renowned as Western Australia’s 
most significant breeding grounds for 
the Green Turtle, often seen nesting 
on the islands. 

Day 6 Talbot Bay and Horizontal Falls. 
Cruise this morning through the 
Buccaneer Archipelago, made up of 
over 800 islands before arriving at 
Talbot Bay. Talbot Bay is known for 
its massive 12 metre tides that create 
an amazing spectacle, the unique 
Horizontal Falls. David Attenborough 
described the phenomena as “one of 
the greatest natural wonders in the 
world”. Subject to tidal conditions 

we will board local boats for an 
exhilarating ride through the falls. This 
afternoon we will use our Zodiacs to 
explore Cyclone Gorge. Here we hope 
to see crocodiles and fiddler crabs in 
the waters whilst observing the unique 
geology and amazing rock formations.

Day 7 Montgomery Reef & Raft Point. 
An unforgettable adventure today 
as the magnificent Montgomery 
Reef ‘rises’ out of the ocean as the 
tidal waters cascade down in to the 
surrounding deep channels in an 
awesome display of the power of 
nature. Join our Expedition Team 
aboard your Zodiac to experience this 
natural phenomenon up close and 
discover the reef’s diverse marine life 
including turtles, manta rays and reef 
sharks. Over lunch we position to Raft 
Point where we land and the energetic 
can climb to a secluded Aboriginal 
rock art gallery to view Wandjina art 
which is over 4000 years old. Enjoy the 
spectacular views from the top before 
returning to the ship.

Day 8 Prince Regent River. Sail 
up the Prince Regent River this 
morning. Part of the Prince Regent 
Nature Reserve and one of only two 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserves in 
Western Australia, we will see some of 
Australia’s most spectacular scenery 
with sandstone cliffs falling into the 
sea. We will cruise to Kings Cascade 
a 28 metre spring fed waterfall before 
landing and finding a pool for a 
cooling swim. There are wonderful 
wildlife opportunities here with 
bee eaters and honey birds in the 
mangroves whilst snubfin dolphins 
may escort us up the river. 

Day 9 Hunter River & Naturalist Island. 
The Prince Frederick Harbour is home 
to some of the most spectacular Raft Point
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scenery we will see during our 
expedition voyage. Soaring red cliffs, 
green rainforest and mangroves paint 
a beautiful canvas for our arrival. 
We follow the Hunter River to reveal 
the spectacular backdrop of Mount 
Trafalgar while to the north, Mount 
Anderson rises to an impressive 
480 metres. We will drop anchor at 
Naturalist Island and have the choice 
to join a Zodiac excursion around 
the island and mangroves looking 
for wildlife, especially crocodile, or 
join an optional helicopter excursion 
to Mitchell Falls. This amazing four 
tiered waterfall drops 80 metres and 
is surrounded by the red escarpment 
lands of the Mitchell Plateau making 
the view from the air quite stunning.

Day 10 Vansittart Bay & Jar Island. We 
have the whole day to experience the 
variety on Vansittart Bay. We will land 
on Jar Island to see the Gwion Gwion 
Aboriginal art gallery. Discovered by 
Joseph Bradshaw in 1891, some of the 
art has been dated back over 17 000 
years and is unique to this region. Our 
onboard naturalists will lead various 
walks over the mud flats, rock pools 
and sand dunes looking for wildlife.

Day 11 King George River. At dawn 
we will start our 12 kilometre journey 
through some of the world’s most 
spectacular scenery along the mighty 
King George River. Millions of years 
of erosion have created vertical 
sheer walls that resemble stacks of 
sandstone. The highlight is sure to 
be King George Falls, the highest 
single drop falls in the whole of 
the Kimberley and your expedition 

team will get you to the cascading 
waters. The more active may like to 
accompany some of the expedition 
team for a trek to the top of the falls 
for breathtaking views and a swim. For 
those that remain at the foot of the 
falls we will run Zodiacs looking for 
wildlife such as flying foxes, dugong 
and crocodiles.

Day 12 Wyndham. We will arrive 
in Wyndham before breakfast and 
have a choice of optional excursions.
Choose to discover the Bungle 
Bungles, a distinct mountain range 
within Purnululu National Park – 
many visitors describe them as 
the highlight of their visit to the 
Kimberley Region. Enjoy a scenic 
flight over the Bungle Bungles rock 
formations and a hike into Cathedral 
Gorge and Piccaninny Creek. 
Alternatively join the Ord River 
Cruise, travel by bus to Kununurra 
where we board our scenic cruise 
boat for a 55 kilometre scenic cruise 
along the mighty Ord River to Lake 
Argyle. Enjoy a land tour of Lake 
Argyle and visit historic Durack 
Homestead and view the lake from 
the scenic lookout. For those who 
wish to remain onboard, the town 
of Wyndham is close to the port to 
enjoy at your leisure.

Day 13 At sea. Enjoy a day to relax at 
sea and attend a lecture or two.

Day 14 Dili, East Timor. After a 
morning at sea we arrive in Dili. On 
an afternoon tour we will explore 
East Timor’s coastal and mountainous 
areas. It is a stunningly beautiful place 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, two night’s hotel accommodation in 
Perth and overnight accommodation in Darwin on a bed and breakfast basis, 12 nights 
aboard the MS Caledonian Sky on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks 
with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, expedition team, transfers, gratuities 
to crew and whilst on excursions, port taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa, optional excursions.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change based on weather conditions and flight schedules.

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Suite CategoryDeck
Castle Standard Forward 

Castle Standard   

Caledonian Superior  

Promenade  Premium  

Bridge  Deluxe Balcony  

Promenade  Premium Balcony 

Promenade  Owner’s Corner Suite with balcony  

Castle  Standard for sole use 

Caledonian Superior for sole use 

£7995
£8195
£8395
£8595
£8895
£9195
£9595

£10995
£11495 

Prices

Perth

Aboriginal rock artKing George River

Purnululu National ParkWombat

and our explorations will include Dili 
and the old hilltowns of Maubisse and 
Aileu. Here, the coffee harvest will be 
in its final stages and we can enjoy the 
spectacle of the dramatic scenery in 
the cool mountain air. 

Day 15 At sea. A final day at sea 
to relax and reminisce with fellow 
travellers about all you have 
experienced and witnessed over the 
last two weeks.

Day 16 Darwin. Disembark after 
breakfast for the full day tour to 
Litchfield National Park. Litchfield 
National Park is famous for its 
magnificent waterfalls. See Florence 
falls and enjoy an interpretive bush 
and monsoon vine forest walk. Bird 

species and wildlife abound. Visit the 
Buley Rock Hole and then travel on 
to Tolmer Falls for a magnificent view 
of the water cascading down to the 
deep waterhole at the base of the 
falls. Return via Wangi Falls, with its 
large crystal clear pool; maybe take a 
dip in the cool waters and Litchfield’s 
amazing stand of termite mounds.  
On arrival in Darwin transfer to a hotel 
for an overnight stay.

Day 17 Darwin to London. After 
breakfast in the hotel transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled indirect flight 
to London.

Day 18 London. Arrive this morning.

King George River
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Before embarking the MS Caledonian 
Sky in Broome we are offering the 
opportunity to join an escorted 
extension discovering the wildlife and 
wildflowers of Western Australia at a 
perfect time of the year. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Perth. Fly by 
scheduled indirect flight.

Day 2 Perth. On arrival at Perth airport, 
you will be met by your local tour 
guide and transferred to your hotel. 
The remainder of the day is at leisure.

Day 3 Perth – Caversham Wildlife Park. 
After breakfast we enjoy a tour of 
Perth and take a guided walk of Kings 
Park, perched on Mount Eliza. Absorb 
impressive views of the city and the 
Swan River. Visit the Caversham 
Wildlife Park and meet wombats and 
kangaroos. Tonight enjoy a Welcome 
to Western Australia Dinner and a 
glass of the region’s wine. 

Day 4 Perth, New Norcia, 
Coomberdale Wildflower Farm, 
Kalbarri. Travel to the monastic town of 
New Norcia today and enjoy a visit to 
the town’s museum and art gallery. We 
will savour the offerings of the Spanish 
Benedictine monks and later, tour the 
Coomberdale Wildflower Farm. This 
afternoon, continue to the town of 
Kalbarri for an overnight stay.

Day 5 Kalbarri National Park, Shark 
Bay. Visit Kalbarri National Park this 
morning, where wildflowers burst into 
bloom between July and October 
in a riot of colour. Head to Eagle 
Bluff (subject to road conditions) for 
its stunning views, then continue 
to Denham and visit the Shark Bay 

Interpretive Centre. Later, head to 
Monkey Mia and feast on a delicious 
seafood meal during an exclusive 
dinner tonight. 

Day 6 Monkey Mia Dolphins. Start 
today with a magical encounter with 
the wild Monkey Mia dolphins that 
come close to shore to be fed (subject 
to appearance). The day is yours 
to spend at leisure in this coastal 
paradise, perhaps enjoy a special 
wildlife cruise on Shark Bay. 

Day 7 Shell Beach, Hamelin Pool 
Marine Nature Reserve, Geraldton. 
Travel to Shell Beach, a 60-kilometre 
beach covered by billions of tiny white 
sea shells. Then, head to Hamelin Pool 
Marine Nature Reserve to view some 
of the world’s oldest living organisms, 

the stromatolites. Afterwards, we 
travel to Geraldton and enjoy a tour of 
the town.

Day 8 The Pinnacles & Perth. This 
morning, travel to Nambung National 
Park to see the unusual limestone 
pillars of the Pinnacles. Return to Perth 
and meet our remaining passengers 
for dinner in a local restaurant.

Day 9 Perth to Broome. This morning 
enjoy a cruise along the famous 
Swan River to Fremantle. Fremantle 
is famous for its wonderful beaches, 
as well as its well-preserved colonial 
architecture. We have time to explore 
before returning to Perth airport for 
our scheduled flight to Broome. On 
arrival transfer to the MS Caledonian 
Sky and sail this evening. 

Pre-cruise extension

Wildlife and Wildflowers of Western Australia
4th to 12th September 2015

Prices per person
Twin/Double: £2295 Single: £2995
Extension price includes: Hotel accommodation in Kalbarri, Monkey Mia and 
Geraldton on breakfast only basis, excursions as detailed, transfers, tour guides, 
dinners as mentioned.
Not included: Travel insurance, gratuities.

Kangaroos

Nambung National Park

Little Pink Fan Orchid

Monkey Mia Dolphins
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In the Wake of the Bounty
An epic voyage through the South Seas aboard the MS Caledonian Sky
14th November to 6th December 2015

Escape the British winter and join us in paradise 
on a leisurely passage through the South Seas to an 

area long associated with Captain Cook, Captain Bligh and 
the Bounty, and Gauguin. We can promise you an unforgettable 
voyage to a corner of the world which has lured adventurers and 
romantics alike ever since Magellan first sailed to these waters in 1521. 

Of course the real age of European exploration did not take place until 
the 18th century and many of the islands we will visit have changed 
little since that time. Their sheer isolation has been their saving grace 
and apart from an influx of missionaries in the late 19th century, 
western culture has made few inroads into most of the islands. 

The natural beauty of these islands is mesmerizing. From coral reefs 
teeming with life to powerful legends that shaped history, each island 
is unique, each culture distinct. On the more remote islands, villages 
are still composed of thatched houses, set amongst the shade of the 
breadfruit and coconut trees. Many islands are important nesting 
grounds for seabirds and sea turtles and the lagoons everywhere are 
breeding grounds for countless species of fish.  
 
We embark our vessel, the MS Caledonian Sky, in Easter Island. Lying some 2300 
miles off the coast of Chile, it is the most remote inhabited island in the world. 
Easter Island, a tiny volcanic triangle was aptly named ‘Navel of the World’ by its 
early settlers. Surrounded by the vast Pacific, over 1,200 miles from the nearest 
inhabited land, the island is an archaeological treasure. 
 
From here our island hopping adventure begins. Highlights of our cruise are 
numerous, but for many it will be the Pitcairn Islands, final destination of the 
Bounty. The mix of islands and cultures is a fascinating journey where we can 
discover the range of lifestyles, traditions, people and landscapes of some of 
the most remote islands on earth. With our fleet of Zodiac landing craft we can 
explore inlets, bird sanctuaries and land in otherwise inaccessible places and 
although we set sail with a set itinerary, it is often the unscheduled events that 
become the highlight. We will be joined onboard by an expert expedition team 
including naturalists, marine biologists and ornithologists who will share their 
knowledge and enthusiasm during forays ashore and whilst onboard.

Our View
“Having operated voyages in the 
South Pacific for a number of years, 
we have used our experience and the 
invaluable input from our expedition 
team to create this island hopping 
itinerary. Our voyage combines visits 
to the archeological sites of Easter 
Island, the historical island of Pitcairn, 
the culture of the Marquesas and 
the wildlife, coral and idyllic beaches 
of the Tuamotu archipelago. Along 
the way we meet the islanders who 
call these remote islands home and 
we will learn of their traditions and 
ways of life. We will see why so many 
Europeans throughout history have 
visited this remarkable region and 
never left its shores.”
The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Santiago, Chile. Fly 
by scheduled indirect flight.

Day 2 Santiago. Arrive this morning 
and transfer to the Radisson Hotel (or 
similar) for an overnight stay. Rooms 
have been pre-booked so we can check 
in on arrival this morning. Enjoy the 
afternoon at leisure to relax and explore 
independently.

Day 3 Santiago to Easter Island. 
After breakfast at the hotel, transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled flight 
to Easter Island. On arrival transfer 
to HangaRoa Hotel (or similar) for 
an overnight stay. This afternoon 
we explore Rano Kau, the second 
oldest volcano on the island. Its huge 
Caldera (1.5km at its base) contains 
one of the island’s three fresh water 
lakes. From the look-out at the rim 
of Rano Kau we continue on to 
the ceremonial village of Orongo, 
best known for the birdman cult 
ceremonies. The site was restored in 
1974 and within the village you will 
see 47 restored houses. Continue 
to Ahu Tahai, another restored 
ceremonial site and one of the oldest, 
dating back to the 6th century. Return 
to the hotel for dinner this evening. 

Day 4 Easter Island. Today we enjoy 
a full day tour, visiting many of the 
different areas where moais (statues) 
can be found. We will see the volcano 
of Rano Raraku, the site where 95% of 
all moais were carved and today you will 
find nearly 400 statues in various stages 
of completion. A hike to the top of the 
volcano’s crater will not only reveal many 
statues but also a beautiful fresh water 
lake. We continue our exploration of the 
island with Ahu Tongariki, the largest 
ceremonial site in Polynesia restored in 
1996. Lunch will be a specially arranged 
barbecue on Anakena beach, home of 
Easter Island’s ancient paramount chiefs 
and one of the prettiest coves in the 
South Pacific. In the late afternoon we 
transfer to the MS Caledonian Sky and 
sail this evening. 

Days 5 & 6 At sea. Enjoy time relaxing 
on deck and joining the lectures from 
our onboard experts.

Day 7 Ducie Island, Pitcairn Islands. 
Experience expedition cruising at its 
finest as we land on one of nature’s 
wildlife sanctuaries. A remote coral 
atoll with superb snorkelling and 
birding, Ducie Island is so remote 
that no threats to its native wildlife 
exist, and it is one of the rare places 
in the world where wildlife is relatively 
unaffected by man’s presence.

Day 8 Henderson Island, Pitcairn 
Islands. This upraised former coral 
atoll has fascinating eroded rock 
formations, with giant blowholes 
flinging up tremendous sea spray. Very 
rare birds inhabit the island, including 
the Henderson Island rail and 
Stephen’s Lori. Numerous underwater 
ravines and crevices support a great 
diversity of fish.

Days 9 & 10 Pitcairn Island. We arrive 
this morning on the island of Pitcairn, 
famous as the final destination of the 
Bounty in the late 18th century. Meet 
the Anglo-Tahitian descendants of the Rangiroa
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After disembarking the 
MS Caledonian Sky we 
will be arranging a two 
night extension on a 
breakfast only basis at a 

four-star hotel with transfers.  
Twin: £295 per person; Single: £515

Papeete, Tahiti 
post-cruise extension

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight hotel accommodation in 
Santiago on a bed and breakfast basis, overnight hotel accommodation in Easter Island 
on a half board basis. 17 nights aboard the MS Caledonian Sky on a full board basis with 
wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, expedition 
team, transfers, port taxes, gratuities onboard the ship and on excursions.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change based on weather conditions and flight schedules.

Suite CategoryDeck Prices
Castle Standard Forward 

Castle Standard  

Caledonian Superior  

Promenade  Premium  

Bridge  Deluxe Balcony  

Promenade  Premium Balcony 

Promenade  Owner’s Corner Suite with balcony 

Castle  Standard for sole use 

Caledonian  Superior for sole use 

£10495
£10795
£11295
£11795
£12495
£12995
£13295
£14995
£15495

mutineers of the Bounty, who arrived 
here 200 years ago and see the ship’s 
anchor outside the courthouse. We 
will have time to explore this inspiring 
island setting and meet with islanders 
who display memorable stamps 
and handicrafts. We will experience 
a Pitcairn welcome in the Town 
Hall before exploring the capital of 
Adamstown. A variety of walks will be 
led by our expedition team to explore 
the islands highlights. We will stay 
overnight or if weather permits will 
sail to Oeno Atol, three uninhabited 
islands situated around 75 nautical 
miles from Pitcairn. It is an important 
bird area due to the colony of 12,500 
pairs of Murphys petrals that nest here 
alongside sooty tern and brown noddy. 
We will have the morning to explore 
the island. Please note that access to 
Pitcairn is very weather dependent. 

Day 11 Mangareva, Gambier Islands. 
Mountainous Mangareva is home 
to a remarkable cathedral with a 
stunning mother-of-pearl altar. Today 
Mangareva is much more peaceful, as 
you will see during our island walks, 
we will include nature walks, a hike 
up to Mount Duff or you can simply 
wander around the small village.

Day 12 At sea.

Day 13 Pukarua, Tuamotu Islands. 
Located on the outer fringes of French 
Polynesia, Pukarua faces thousands 
of miles of open ocean. Onshore, its 

small population lives in a spirit of 
cooperation and friendship, living 
largely on coconuts and the bounty 
of the sea. As we visit this small 
community, we will be enthusiastically 
greeted with genuine friendliness 
and lively music. We may also have a 
chance to swim or snorkel.

Day 14 Pukapuka, Tuamotu Islands. 
Today, we visit Pukapuka. To honour 
you and fellow guests, the islanders 
proudly decorate their tidy village 
with green palm fronds and flowers, 
and welcome you with a fragrant 
flower lei and entrancing dances. 
Sample traditional coconut treats 
and watch a demonstration of how 
copra – the dried meat of the coconut 
– is prepared for its various uses. 
Snorkellers will find a bounty of vibrant 
corals and iridescent reef fishes in the 
warm waters, while beach walkers can 
investigate the inter-tidal zone with 
naturalists.

Day 15 Fatu Hiva, Marquesas Islands. 
After a morning at sea we arrive in 
the Marquesas Islands far removed 
from the rest of the South Pacific in 
everything from language and culture 
to geology. With a landscape of 
spectacular pinnacles towering over 
the cobalt Bay of Virgins, Fatu Hiva 
is one of the most floral and pristine 
islands. Villagers will perform their 
traditional dances and demonstrate 
their handicrafts.

Day 16 Hiva Oa, Marquesas Islands. 
This morning will be dedicated to 
Gauguin, iconic artist of the South 
Pacific. We will visit his museum and 
make a pilgrimage to his final resting 
place, soaking up the landscape that 
inspired him to leave it all behind 
and go native. This afternoon we 
visit Puamau and the Oipona me’ae 
temple and the eight foot tall tiki.

Day 17 Nuku Hiva, Marquesas Islands. 
Our last morning in Marquesas 

will be at Nuka Hiva, the largest of 
the Islands and the island group’s 
economic capital. Today we will 
immerse ourselves in local culture and 
geography. Traditional Marquesan 
dancers welcome us to their village. We 
will visit the archeological centres and 
view the temples, petroglyphs and tiki.

Day 18 At sea.

Day 19 Takapoto, Tuamotu Islands. 
After a morning at sea we arrive back in 
the Tuamotus. On the atol of Takapoto 
we will be welcomed by the local 
population and treated to local fruits 
and demonstrations. We will enjoy 
walks with our expedition team and see 
the local church and swim in the lake. 
For those who prefer the underwater 
world a snorkelling platform will be set 
up with our Zodiacs. 

Day 20 Rangiroa, Tuamotu Islands. 
As one of the world’s largest coral 
atolls, Rangiroa has a magnificent 
lagoon surrounded by small islets or 
motus, stretching as far as the eye 

can see. Today, a variety of activities 
await. There will be a chance to tour a 
black pearl farm, enjoy free time in the 
enchanting local village of Avatoru or 
have a last chance to snorkel or swim.

Day 21 Papeete, Tahiti to London. 
Disembark and transfer to the airport 
for the return indirect scheduled flight 
to London.

Day 22 En route.

Day 23 London. Arrive this morning.

Easter Island Coral reef

Outrigger Canoe

Masked boobies, Henderson Island
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Island Hopping in the South Pacific
An epic voyage from Tahiti to Fiji aboard the MS Caledonian Sky 
2nd December 2015 to 4th January 2016

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Tahiti, French 
Polynesia. Fly by scheduled flight via 
Los Angeles.

Day 2 Tahiti, French Polynesia. Arrive 
this morning and transfer to our 
beach hotel for an overnight stay. The 
remainder of the day is at leisure to 
enjoy the hotel facilities or relax on a 
beach. 

Day 3 Tahiti, French Polynesia. After 
breakfast in the hotel we will embark 
on a full day tour of Tahiti. We will 
start at “One Tree Hill”, located on 
the East Coast of the island and 
offering excellent views over to the 
neighbouring island of Moorea. We 
continue to the Arahoho Blow Hole, 
a lava tube designed by liquid lava 
flowing under cold and hard lava 
and creating a channel. When waves 
crash against the rocks and enter 
the channel the result is a powerful 
sea water geyser. Lunch is taken in a 
local restaurant and this afternoon we 
will visit the Gauguin museum with 
displays on the life and works of Paul 
Gauguin, the botanical gardens and 
the Museum of Tahiti. This afternoon 
transfer to the MS Caledonian Sky and 
sail tonight.

Day 4 Mataiva, Tuamotu Islands. 
Mataiva means “nine eyes,” it was 
named for the nine narrow channels 
around the encircling reef that 
connect the lagoon to the sea. We 
will go ashore at Pahua. This village 
is perched on both sides of a narrow 
pass which is spanned by an unusual 
bridge—the only one of its type in 
the Tuamotu Islands. Enjoy a village 
walk then spend the morning on hikes 
learning about the native vegetation. 
Snorkelling at the pass reveals 
triggerfish, jacks, and goatfishes, 
among many others.

Day 5 Rangiroa, Tuamotu Islands. As 
one of the world’s largest coral atolls, 
Rangiroa, whose name translates 

Join us aboard the MS Caledonian 
Sky and celebrate Christmas and 

New Year in paradise as we island 
hop through Polynesia from Tahiti 
to Fiji. The name Polynesia means 
‘many islands’ and no one could argue 
with the suitability of this title. Our 
comprehensive itinerary includes the Society Islands, Marquesas 
Islands, Cook Islands and Yasawa Islands. Isolated by miles of 
ocean over thousands of years, these the world’s first island cultures 
developed a pantheon of gods, myths and legends and this voyage 
will reveal the story of Polynesia and uncover its history and legends 
as we sail through the South Seas visiting the captivating islands. The 
sheer isolation of some of the islands has been their saving grace and 
apart from the influx of missionaries in the late 19th century, western 
culture has made few inroads. 

This mix of islands and cultures is a fascinating journey where we can 
discover the range of lifestyles, traditions, people and landscapes of 
some of the most remote islands on earth. From coral reefs teeming 
with life to powerful legends that shaped history, each island is 
unique, each culture distinct. The diversity of the islands will be 
brought to life by our onboard team who between them have many 
years experience operating in the region, Our voyage ends in the 
horseshoe of volcanic Fijian Islands and here we will be amongst the 
first people in the world to welcome in the New Year.

into “vast sky” , has a magnificent 
lagoon surrounded by small islets or 
motus, stretching as far as the eye 
can see. Today, a variety of activities 
await. There will be a chance to tour 
a black pearl farm where we learn of 
the processes of farming these gems. 
Alternatively return to the water and 
enjoy snorkelling with unicornfish, 
masked bannerfish and triggerfish or 
enjoy free time in the enchanting local 
village of Avatoru.

Day 6 Takapoto, Tuamotu Islands. 
On the atol of Takapoto we will be 
welcomed by the local population 
and treated to local fruits and 
demonstrations. We will enjoy walks 
with our expedition team and see 
the local church and swim in the lake. 
For those who prefer the underwater 
world a snorkelling platform will be set 
up with our Zodiacs. Return to the ship 
for lunch and sail.

Day 7 At sea. Enjoy a day relaxing 
on the sun deck, join a lecture in the 
lounge or catch up on a book in the 
library as we sail north.

Day 8  Nuku Hiva & Ua Huka, 
Marquesas Islands. Arrive this 
morning in the Marquesas Islands, far 
removed from the rest of the South 
Pacific in everything from language 
and culture to geology. Our first call 
will be at Nuka Hiva, the largest of 
the islands and the island group’s 
economic capital. Today we will 
immerse ourselves in local culture and 
geography. Traditional Marquesan 
dancers welcome us to their village. 
We will visit the archeological centres 
and view the temples, petroglyphs 
and tiki. Over lunch we sail to Ua 
Huka. The local mayor of Ua Huka 
has been instrumental in preserving 
traditional Polynesian handicrafts 
especially woodcarving. Go ashore for 
a four-wheel drive tour to the Museum 
of Vaipee and the villages of Hane and 
Hokato, where traditional woodcarving 
is still a fine art.

Day 9  Hiva Oa & Tahuata, Marquesas 
Islands. This morning will be dedicated 
to Gauguin, iconic artist of the South 

God statue, Bora Bora
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Pacific. We will visit his museum and 
make a pilgrimage to his final resting 
place in the cemetery perched high 
on a hill overlooking the town. We 
will soak up the landscape that 
inspired him to leave it all behind 
and go native. Over lunch we sail to 
the neighbouring island of Tahuata. 
This is the smallest inhabited island 
of the Marquesas but was the first 
to be visited by Protestant and 
Catholic missionaries and the first 
church in the Marquesas was built 
here. With no airport the island is 
only accessible by sea and is off the 
usual tourist trails. We will land this 
afternoon and explore Hapatoni 
village, meet the local population 
and learn about their history and 
ways of life.

Day 10  Fatu Hiva, Marquesas Islands. 
With a landscape of spectacular 
pinnacles towering over the cobalt 
Bay of Virgins, Fatu Hiva is one of the 
most floral and pristine islands. We 
will use Zodiacs to land at the little 
port of Hanavave where villagers will 
welcome us to the island. We then join 
our naturalists on a variety of walks 
to discover waterfalls, village life and 
flora and fauna of the island before 
returning to the ship for lunch and an 
afternoon at sea.

Day 11  Napuka Island, Tuamotu 
Islands. After a morning at sea we 
arrive at the small Napuka Atol 
home to just 250 inhabitants. The 
first recorded European to reach the 
island was John Bryon in 1765 who 
named this the “disappointment 
islands” due to the hostile reception 
he received. Today if the weather 
and sea conditions permit we will 
aim to land on the island and explore 

the beach with our naturalists or set 
up a snorkelling platform on the 
surrounding reef.

Day 12 Raroia, Tuamotu Islands. After 
a morning at sea we arrive into Raroia 
at lunchtime. Raroia is known for its 
pearl farming and we will see the 
strings of oysters all around the local 
farms. After the traditional welcome to 
the island including a selction of local 
fruits and fish we will have the chance 
to explore the island on a variety of 
walks or snorkel the beautiful coral 
garden with Parrotfish, Angelfish and 
Butterfly fish.

Day 13 Motutunga & Tahanea, 
Tuamotu Islands. Motutunga Atoll 
was first sighted by James Cook 
in 1773 who named it ‘Adventure’ 
after the name of his own ship. 
Both Motutunga and Tahanea are 
uninhabited atolls and offer some of 
the finest snorkelling in the Tuamotu 
archipelago. We will be able to 
see amazing corals and marine life 
including triggerfish and surgeonfish. 
At Tahanea there is another chance 
to snorkel or alternatively join our 
birders on a walk to find the endemic 
Tuamotu Sandpiper or our naturalists 
as we beachcomb.

Day 14 Fakarava, Tuamotu Islands. 
This protected atoll, along with its 
six neighbouring islands, make up a 
UNESCO classified nature reserve. It 
has been the home to Robert Louis 
Stephenson in 1888 and Henri Matisse 
in 1930 whose art was influenced by 
the landscape for many years. The 
local villagers of Rotoava will welcome 
us and demonstrate their handicrafts 
and cultural traditions. We will have 
a chance to sample local delicacies 
before enjoying walks on the island 
with our naturalists or at our own pace.

Day 15  Moorea, Society Islands. 
Moorea, the heart shaped island 
situated close to the main island of 
Tahiti is renowned as one of the most 
beautiful in the world. First settled 
over 1000 years ago by Polynesians 
it was James Cook who was the first 
European to land here in 1774. There 
will be the opportunity to snorkel 
or alternatively join an island tour 
seeing the plantations of cotton, 
coffee, sugarcane and pineapples, the 
majestic mountains with views over the 
island and wonderful waterfalls. 

Day 16 Raiatea & Taha’a, Society 
Islands. Raiatea is recognised 
throughout Tahiti as its “Sacred 
Island” the cultural heart of all Tahiti 
Polynesia. It is believed by historians 
that Raiatea was the main stopover 
point for early Polynesians newly 
arrived from Hawaii. This, the second 
largest Tahitian isle, was the centre of 
religion and culture over 1000 years 
ago and still lends enchantment to 
ancient legends told to this day. This 
morning’s island tour will include a visit 
to the celebrated Mount Temehani 
and the Taputapuatea marae which 
dates back over 1000 years. This 

afternoon we move over to the 
neighbouring island of Taha’a. With 
the rich aroma of vanilla lingering 
heavily in the air, Taha’a offers a 
glimpse of the traditional, tranquil life 
of the Tahitians.

Day 17 Bora Bora, Society Islands. 
One of the most stunning islands 
on the planet, Bora Bora’s interior is 
crowned by majestic eroded volcanic 
formations and a distinctive black 
basaltic peak. A tour of the island 
will take you past colourful villages, 
archaeological sites and World War 
Two relics endng with a cocktail at 
the infamous Bloody Marys bar. This 
afternoon explore independently or 
alternatively take a chance to snorkel 
in the clear waters.

Day 18 At sea.

Day 19 Atiu, Cook Islands. Our first 
stop in the Cook Islands is the small 
island of Atiu. With only 560 residents 
we will be guaranteed a special 
welcome. There will be the chance 
to join the local expert “birdman 
George” on a walking tour to search 
for Rarotonga monarch, chattering 
kingfisher, Cook islands fruit dove and 
Atiu swiftlets. Alternatively discover 
the island on a tour to include James 
Cooks landing site from 1777 and the 
coffee plantations and visit some of 
the local houses.

Day 20 Raratonga, Cook Islands. 
Arrive this morning in Rarotonga, the 
hub of the Cook Islands where we 
have a day to explore. Either choose 
to join our nature walk in the Takitumu 
Conservation area a 155 hectare 
forested area in the interior of the island. 
Here we can look for some endemic 

Bouma Waterfall, Taveuni, Fiji

Society Islands

Exploring by Zodiac

Hawksbill turtle
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Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, overnight accommodation in 
Tahiti on a bed and breakfast basis, 29 nights aboard the MS Caledonian Sky on a full 
board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, expedition team, transfers, port taxes, gratuities to crew and whilst on 
excursions.
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change based on weather conditions and flight schedules. 

Suite CategoryDeck Prices
Castle Standard Forward 

Castle Standard  

Caledonian Superior  

Promenade  Premium  

Bridge  Deluxe Balcony  

Promenade  Premium Balcony 

Promenade  Owner’s Corner Suite with balcony 

Castle  Standard for sole use 

Caledonian  Superior for sole use 

£15395
£15695
£16095
£16395
£16795
£17295
£17795
£21295
£21995

birds such as the rarotongan flycatcher, 
Pacific pigeon and Fruit Dove whilst 
walking in the beautiful scenery of the 
park. Alternatively explore the history 
and culture of the island on a drive 
including the sacred marae, site of the 
seven canoes and local churches. We 
also see the inland plantations where 
locals use an agricultural system which 
dates back hundreds of years. If time 
permits we also hope to swim and 
snorkel in the sparkling blue lagoon that 
surrounds the island.

Day 21 Aitutaki, Cook Islands. 
This lovely lagoon is famous for its 
fascinating coral formations and 
bountiful brightly hued tropical fish. 
Choose this morning from an island 
drive which will explore the sleepy 
village of Arutanga including a visit 
to the oldest church in the Cook 
Islands. We will see the lush forest of 
Nikaupara and from the top of Mount 
Piraki will see the bunkers built during 
World War II. From the top of Maunga 
Pu we are treated to breathtaking 
views of the island and lagoon. 
Alternatively you may wish to join our 
naturalists and snorkel in the lagoon.

Day 22 Palmerston, Cook Islands. 
The engaging history of the William 
Masters family comes alive as we meet 
the descendants of this eccentric 19th 
century Englishman who took three 
native brides. We will be welcomed 
by the local officials and before 
enjoying a walking tour with our local 
guides. Extremely fine handicrafts 
are made on this island and here the 
birdwatchers should catch sight of the 
red-tailed tropic birds. There will also 
be a chance to snorkel from the beach 
where large coral blocks team with 
goatfish, boxfish, groupers, stingray 
and turtles.

Day 23 At sea.

Day 24 Niue, New Zealand. Spend 
Christmas Day on the island of Niue 
on the edge of the International 
Date Line. This morning stretch your 
legs and explore Alofi village with 
the onboard team or choose to join 
the locals at church. We will enjoy 
Christmas lunch on board the ship 
and the active may want to take an 
afternoon swim or snorkel in the warm 
waters. Sail this evening for Tonga.
 
Day 25 At sea. We cross the 
International Date line (so it is now 
27th December) and spend the day 
sailing to the Kingdom of Tonga. 

Day 26 Ha’apai Group, Tonga. Today 
we arrive at the Ha’apai group which 
consists of 62 islands comprising 
of lagoons, barrier reefs and active 
volcanoes. The islands have a rich 
maritime history with Abel Tasman 
being the first European to visit the 
islands in 1643 whilst Captain James 
Cook visited twice in the 1770s. 
However the most famous event was 
Mutiny of the HMS Bounty which 
occurred between the islands of Lifuka 
and Tofua. It was on the island of Tofua 
that Captain William Bligh landed 
after being cast off from the Bounty 
with limited provisions and nautical 
equipment. A hostile reception from 
the islanders meant they quickly fled 
to sea again but we hope to receive 
a warm welcome as we land today. 
Tropical forests grow along gentle 
slopes here and at the centre of the 
island is the volcanic crater, with a 
clear blue lake at its base. You may 
choose to hike to a lake with our 
naturalists along a trail that leads 
through a spectacular forest full of 
birds,unique tree ferns and ironwood

Day 27 Fulaga, Fiji. Our first call at 
a Fijian island will be on Fulaga, 
famous for its woodcarving and the 
making of large outrigger canoes. 
Over 100 tiny islands in the Fulaga 
Lagoon have been undercut into 
extraordinary mushroom shapes and 
the surrounding waters are tinged 
with striking colours by the dissolved 
limestone. 

Day 28 Taveuni, Fiji. Today we visit 
the ‘Garden Island of Fiji’. We will 
have a choice of excursions this 
morning. The nature lovers can take 
a 4 wheel drive to Dos Voeux Peak. 
At the summit we will be treated to 
fantastic views of Taveuni and across 
to Lake Tagimoucia. Here we will 
see the tropical plants, palms and 
rainforest trees and where we hope 
to spot spectacular birdlife such as 
orange breasted doves, silktails, 
ferntails and parrots. Alternatively join 
a walking trip to the Bouma Heritage 
Park established in 1990 to conserve 
the rainforests of Taveuni. You have 
the choice to walk to three Bouma 
waterfalls and swim. The view from the 
highest waterfall is spectacular. Our 
cultural tour will give the opportunity 
to see lifestyles in a traditional 
Fijian village and see cooking 
demonstrations. In the afternoon we 
will head to one of the neighbouring 
islands for some fantastic snorkelling 
opportunities.

Day 29 Savusavu, Vanua Levu. Often 
referred to as Fiji’s hidden paradise, 
Savusavu is much the same as it 
was 30 years ago. It was originally 
established as a centre for sailing 
ships trading in sandalwood and 
copra. It is a small bustling town 
with an interesting heritage and the 
surrounding landscape is stunning. We 
will enjoy a traditional Kava ceremony 
and learn about modern life in a Fijian 
village. Tonight we will be some of the 
first in the world to welcome in the 
new year with a celebration on board.

Day 30 Levuka, Fiji. The island of 
Levuka and the town of Ovalau has 
a special place in Fijian history as it 
was here in 1874 that the Fiji islands 
were ceded to the British and also 
where in 1970 Fiji was declared 
independent again. The town is unlike 
any other Fijian town having retained 
the colonial buildings which made 
it the first Fijian site to be granted 
UNESCO status. Choose either to 
join a walking tour with our local 
guide including the museum and site 
of cessation or alternatively join an 
island drive passing local villages and 
beautiful bays and visiting the crater of 
Lovoni with views over the island. This 
afternoon we will relocate to Leleuvia 
where we can relax on the beach or 
join our organised snorkelling trip. 

Day 31 Yasawa Islands, Fiji. Our final 
call will be at the fabulous Yasawa 
Group, a chain of 16 volcanic islands 
and many more smaller islands. The 
islands are everything you would 
expect of paradise. The British 
navigator William Bligh was the first 
European to sight these islands in the 
North West of Fiji in 1789 but they were 
not charted until 1840. Tourism is still 
in its infancy here and using our small 
ship and zodiacs we can access some 
of the remote islands in the chain. We 
will have the opportunity to visit a local 
village and have a chance to interact 
and see them at work weaving baskets. 
This will also be our last chance to 
snorkel and swim as we set up a 
platform on one of the local reefs.

Day 32 Lautoka, Fiji to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for your scheduled flight 
to London via Los Angeles. We cross 
the date line during the flight.

Day 33 London. Arrive this morning

Traditional sail boat, Fulaga
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Your Cabin/Suite 
Onboard there are 57 exceptionally 
spacious and well designed suites. 
All feature a sitting room area and 
some have private balconies. The 
feeling of luxury is enhanced by the 
wood panelling and brass, which 
predominates throughout the 
vessel conveying the atmosphere 
of a private yacht. The passenger 
accommodation is arranged over 
five decks and all suites have 

outside views with suites on the Erikson and Explorer decks featuring private 
balconies. Each affords considerable comfort with en-suite bathroom featuring 
marble-topped vanity unit with sink and walk-in shower, large wardrobes, dressing 
table with large mirror and stool and excellent storage. There is a mini-fridge, 
flat screen television with inbuilt DVD/CD player and a telephone in each suite. 
Bottled water, towelling dressing gowns and slippers are also provided for  
your comfort. 
Other facilities include a programmable electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted 
Molton Brown toiletries and individually controlled air-conditioning and 
heating. The suites on each deck have their own colour theme. Soft hues and 
blended tones enhance the traditional maritime style making the passenger 
accommodation an inviting and relaxing place to be.

Your Space 
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a large lounge on the 
Columbus Deck featuring a selection of seating options from individual armchairs 
and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily briefings given by the Cruise Director 
and talks from Guest Speakers and Expedition staff take place in the lounge 
which is fitted with the highest standard of presentation equipment including 
multiple screens. 
In addition to the main Lounge on the Columbus Deck, there is also The Club, 
located on the Marco Polo Deck which features the main bar where the onboard 
pianist plays periodically throughout the day. The Club also features a 24-hour 
tea and coffee station. Towards the aft of the ship on the Marco Polo Deck is 
the Library. Well stocked with reference books pertaining to the destinations 
the vessel is visiting and a selection of essential reads, you will not find yourself 
short of excellent literature onboard. A selection of games and two computers 
complete with internet access can also be found in the Library. 
The main dining room which can seat all guests at one sitting is located on the 
Magellan Deck and outside there is a rear Lido deck located on the Erikson Deck, 
complete with deck tables and chairs where meals are served in warm weather 
under shade. Further to this on the top Explorer Deck there is an observation 
area complete with sun loungers ideal for sun bathing, relaxing with a book or 
catching up with fellow travellers. There is also a small hairdressers onboard with 
appointments made on request.

MS Island Sky
Our much loved MS Island Sky is one of our two flaghips and one of the finest small ships in the world. With 
a maximum passenger capacity of only 114, a vessel of her size is capable of carrying many more but instead 
the MS Island Sky has the benefit of unusually large suites, luxuriously appointed public areas and spacious 
outside decks. The vessel was built in 1992 and underwent significant refurbishments in both 2010 and 2013. 
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Your Dining
With only one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the cuisine 
onboard the MS Island Sky is of a consistent superior quality that befits 
such vessels. Where possible and when it meets their high standards, our 
accomplished chefs will obtain local produce in markets or buy the catch of the 
day from a passing fishing boat. Such purchases enhance the well stocked larders 
and enable the chefs onboard to exhibit their exotic culinary skills and bring a 
local touch to the varied menus, emphasising the international expertise of the 
chefs onboard. 
Afternoon tea and pre-dinner canapes take place every day in either the comfort 
of the Lounge or out on the Lido deck when the weather is favourable. In keeping 

with the informal atmosphere onboard, 
when dining you are able to choose your 
seating arrangements at your leisure. 
Whether that be joining a table of four to 
six other like minded passengers outside 
on the Lido deck in the evening’s sunshine 
or whether you prefer to enjoy meals in the 
à la carte restaurant. 
In the main elegant dining room, breakfast 
is served buffet-style, with certain items 
cooked to order on request. Lunch and 
dinner are an à la carte five course affair, 
with the menu reflecting the daily catch or 
local delicacies. To enhance your dining 
experience even further a selection of 
wines are included with both meals.

Life Onboard 
When choosing your next voyage the choice of vessels is astounding. You can 
select a ship carrying in excess of 3000 passengers with impersonal service or 
join us aboard the MS Island Sky where peace, high quality service and attention 
to detail are the order of the day. We promise there will be no organised 
entertainment, fancy dress, deck games or any of the usual big ship experiences. 
Instead, onboard the MS Island Sky, the atmosphere is warm and convivial and 
more akin to a private yacht or country hotel in which you can learn more about 
the wonders of nature, culture and ancient civilisations in the company of like-
minded people. A little music in the lounge or bar after dinner, Guest Speakers 
and informative port briefings from our Expedition Leader or Cruise Director and 
of course good food, all contribute to make any voyage aboard this wonderful 
vessel a memorable and joyful experience. After a day ashore you will return to 
the comfort and peace of an exceedingly comfortable ship. 

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
The MS Island Sky is equipped with the latest safety, navigation and 
communications equipment along with roll stabilizers to minimise the ship’s 
motion. During your voyage you will have the opportunity to visit the Captain and 
Officers on the Bridge to check the vessel’s progress by charts and learn more 
about your journey. Onboard you will also find a clinic and doctor and a lift that 
serves all decks.

M
S Island Sky

  Lounge

  Corner Suite   Library

  Owner’s Balcony Suite

  Restaurant

  Dining on Deck
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Ile St Marie
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TANZANIA

MauritiusLa Reunion

Diego Suarez

Comore Islands
 Ibo Island

MOZAMBIQUE

Zanzibar

Dar es Salaam

MADAGASCAR

INDIAN OCEAN
The Itinerary 
Day 1 London Heathrow to Mauritius. 
Fly by scheduled flight.  

Day 2 Mauritius. Arive this morning 
and transfer to your hotel for a two 
night stay. The remainder of the day is 
at leisure.  

Day 3 Mauritius. This morning we will 
explore this melting pot of an island, 
with a distinctly Indian flavour and a 
fascinating, cultural mix of Franco- 
Mauritians, Creoles, Chinese, Muslims 
and Hindus. We will visit the famous 
Pamplemousses Botanical Gardens, 
home to over 500 species of plants, 
80 of which are palms. We end at 
the local market, full of scent and 
colours. Return to the hotel for a free 
afternoon.  

Day 4 Mauritius. After a morning at 
leisure we transfer to the MS Island 
Sky in the early afternoon and sail this 
evening.  

Day 5 La Reunion. We will visit the 
central highlands where spectacularly 
rugged peaks of dormant or extinct 
volcanoes cradle huge amphitheatres 
known as cirques, where mountains 
tower to over 10,000 feet and beautiful 
waterfalls plummet hundreds of feet. 
The rich soil and mellow climate 
produce a lush and verdant landscape 
which is dotted with villages and 
towns with their uniquely French 
atmosphere.  

Day 6 At sea.  

Day 7 Ile St Marie, Madagascar. We 
make our first call in Madagascar on Ile 
St Marie, also known as Nosy Bohara. 
In the 17th and 18th century it was 
a popular base for pirates that used 
the secluded bays to plunder ships 
returning from the East Indies. Today 
it is a lush tropical island offering 
us sandy beaches, coral reefs and 
natural beauty. This morning we will 
explore the capital of Ambodifotatra 
including the pirate cemetery and the 
oldest church in Madagascar built in 
1837. Over lunch we will find a spot to 
launch the Zodiacs and enjoy the first 
snorkel of our voyage.  

Day 8 Nosy Mangabe, Madagascar. 
We have a full day to explore Nosy 
Mangabe, a 520 hectare island 
reserve in Antongil Bay and part of 
the Masaola National Park containing 

one of the most diverse areas of virgin 
rainforest in Madagascar. It has also 
been an important research centre 
since the mid 1960s when several aye-
ayes and lemurs were released into 
the forest. We will use our Zodiacs to 
land on the beach next to the forest 
and organise a series of nature walks 
looking at the varied trees, plants 
and ferns and also hope to spot 
chameleon, lizards and black and 
white ruffed lemur. For the birders we 
will keep an eye out for Madagascar 
buzzard, kingfisher and paradise 
flycatchers.  

Day 9 Ambohitralanana, Cap Est, 
Madagascar. Arrive at dawn at 
Madagascar’s easternmost point, Cap 
Est, which lies near the lush wilderness 
of the Masoala Peninsula National 
Park. Here there will be an opportunity 
to walk in the forest searching for 
wildlife including lemur, fossa and 
mongoose or snorkel in warm waters. 

Day 10 Diego Suarez, Madagascar. At 
daybreak we will enter the dramatic 
Diego Suarez a stunning natural 
harbour with a cosmopolitan mix of 
inhabitants: Creoles, Indians, Chinese, 
Comorans, and Arabs. After a brief 
tour of the town we will make our 
way to the Malagasy rainforest at the 
Mount Amber National Park. Dividing 
into short and long walk parties we will 
go in search of lemurs and explore the 
rainforest.  

Day 11 Nosy Hara, Madagascar. Our 
last morning in Madagascar will be 
at Nosy Hara, an archipelago of 12 
uninhabited islands off the northern 
coast. At dawn we will use our Zodiacs 
to explore the fascinating limestone 
cliffs and hope to spot fish eagles and 
Madagascan black swifts. Later in the 
morning we will relocate to one of the 
remote beaches to either snorkel over 
the magnificent coral reefs or take a 
nature walk.  

There is something rather special about Mauritius from where 
we begin our voyage to Reunion, Madagascar, the Comores, 

Mozambique and Zanzibar. We have two days to relax and enjoy 
the natural beauty of Mauritius before boarding the MS Island 
Sky and sailing to Reunion, a little bit of France in the Indian 
Ocean and a truly stunning place. The Central Highlands with 
their spectacularly rugged peaks of dormant volcanoes cradle huge 
natural amphitheatres known as cirques. 

We will enter Madagascar at the north east corner and gradually 
make our way round the top of the island. This region has great 
attractions for nature lovers. In addition to the breathtaking scenery 
the area abounds with strange and wonderful plants and trees, 
countless varieties of birds and abundant wildlife including the 
iconic lemur. From Madagascar we head for Africa, stopping in 
the delightful Comores archipelago before reaching the coast of 
Mozambique and the endlessly fascinating island of Zanzibar.  

The Wonders of Madagascar
A voyage from Mauritius to Tanzania including Madagascar aboard the MS Island Sky
16th January to 1st February 2015

Reunion island

Gecko
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Day 12 Anjouan, Comore Islands. 
This afternoon finds us in Nzwani, 
better known by its French name of 
Anjouan. It is an incredibly picturesque 
island with forested hillsides and rivers 
tumbling down to the sea. An island 
drive will include some of the beauty 
spots including Mount Ntingi.  

Day 13 Quirimbas Archipelago, 
Mozambique. Land this afternoon at 
Ibo, a former Portuguese island of 
once-elegant palatial mansions. The 
colony owed its wealth to 18th century 
slave and ivory trading. Today the 
battlements of the pentagonal main 
fortress house renowned silversmiths. 
Local guides will escort us around the 
fort and for the birders a separate 
walk will be arranged. Ibo also serves 
as headquarters of the Quirimbas 
National Park, which stretches 
northward — a coastal park set aside 
recently with assistance from World 
Wildlife Fund.  

Day 14 At sea.  

Day 15 Zanzibar, Tanzania. Here the 
colourful harbour will be crowded 
with dhows, very much setting the 
scene for our visit to the Arab style city 
with its long narrow streets, bazaars, 
houses with overhanging balconies 
and intricately carved doorways. On 
a morning tour soak up the timeless 
atmosphere of Stone Town including 
Livingstone House, Sultans palace, 
the slave market and the old Fort. The 
afternoon is free to relax and explore 
independently or join an optional 
tour to a spice farm to experience the 
various fruits and spices cultivated on 
the island.  

Day 16 Dar es Salaam to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and return 
to London by scheduled indirect flight.  

Day 17 London Heathrow. Arrive 
today.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled return air travel, two nights hotel 
accommodation in Mauritius on breakfast only basis, 12 nights aboard the MS Island Sky 
on full board basis with house wine, beer or soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
expedition team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst on shore excursions, 
transfers, port taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, optional excursion in Zanzibar.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Suite CategoryDeck Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

£7295
£7695
£7995
£8195
£8395
£8795
£8995
£9595

£10295

Diego Suarez

Ring Tailed Lemurs

Zanzibar

Baobab tree, Madagascar

M
S Island Sky – The W

onders of M
adagascar
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South of Zanzibar
An exploration of the islands of the Indian Ocean including Madagascar aboard the MS Island Sky 
30th January to 13th February 2015

Start the New Year with a voyage aboard the MS Island Sky, 
escaping the British winter and discovering some of the most 

beautiful tropical islands on earth. This two week journey combines 
the natural wonders of Madagascar with some tiny islands, some of 
which are a mere dot in the Indian Ocean.

Madagascar is unique; the animals, plants, landscapes and people 
that make up this thousand mile long island are unlike anywhere 
else. This extraordinary country has long remained obscure as a 
destination and is little known even amongst the most serious of 
travellers. The long separation from the African mainland has given 
rise to its amazing number of unique species of flora and fauna. Its 
people are also unique, having descended from Malay-Polynesian 
mariners who sailed from South East Asia between 1500 to 2000 
years ago. Later arrivals included slaves from Africa and traders 
from Arabia, India and Portugal and more latterly French colonials. 
Our experienced leaders will provide commentary on all that we see 
and will reveal the wonders of the world’s ‘eighth continent’. 

In addition to our exploration of Madagascar, we will visit some 
truly remote and idyllic islands including Ibo, just off the coast 
from Mozambique, the Comorian island of Anjouan and delightful 
La Reunion. For those who would like to experience a safari in 
Tanzania before embarking on our voyage, we are offering two 
options staying at exceptional lodges.

will be arranged. Ibo also serves 
as headquarters of the Quirimbas 
National Park, which stretches 
northward - a coastal park set aside 
recently with assistance from World 
Wildlife Fund.

Day 6 Anjouan, Comore Islands. This 
morning finds us in Nzwani, better 
known by its French name of Anjouan. 
It is an incredibly picturesque island 
with forested hillsides and rivers 
tumbling down to the sea. An island 
drive will include some of the beauty 
spots including Mount Ntingi with its 
wild orchids.

Day 7 Nosy Hara, Madagascar. Our 
first stop in Madagascar will be at 
Nosy Hara, an archipelago of 12 
uninhabited islands off the northern 
coast. We will use our Zodiacs to 
explore the fascinating limestone 
cliffs and hope to spot fish eagles and 
Madagascan black swifts. Later in the 
afternoon we will relocate to one of 
the remote beaches to either snorkel 
over the magnificent coral reefs or 
take a nature walk.

Day 8 Diego Suarez, Madagascar. At 
daybreak we will enter the dramatic 
Diego Suarez, a stunning natural 
harbour with a cosmopolitan mix of 
inhabitants: Creoles, Indians, Chinese, 
Comorans, and Arabs. After a brief 
tour of the town we will make our 
way to the Malagasy rainforest at the 
Mount Amber National Park. Dividing 
into short and long walk parties we will 
go in search of lemurs and explore the 
rainforest. In the towering vegetation 
we may spot several species of lemurs, 
as well as endemic birds, including 
parrots.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Dar Es Salaam, 
Tanzania. Fly by scheduled indirect 
flight.

Day 2 Dar es Salaam to Zanzibar, 
Tanzania. Arrive today and transfer 
to the MS Island Sky. Sail in the early 
evening for Zanzibar where we moor 
overnight.

Day 3 Zanzibar, Tanzania. Here the 
colourful harbour will be crowded 
with dhows, very much setting the 
scene for our visit to the Arab style city 
with its long narrow streets, bazaars, 
houses with overhanging balconies 
and intricately carved doorways. 
Out of town there are magnificent 
brilliant white sandy beaches and lush 
vegetation with plantations of cloves, 
cinnamon, vanilla and nutmeg which 
fill the air with heady aromas. On a 
morning tour soak up the timeless 
atmosphere of Stone Town including 
Livingstone House, Sultans palace, 
the slave market and the old Fort. The 
afternoon is free to relax and explore 
independently or join an optional 
tour to a spice farm to experience the 
various fruits and spices cultivated on 
the island - everything from jackfruit 
to coconuts, turmeric and vanilla to 
lipstick trees.

Day 4 At sea.

Day 5 Ibo, Mozambique. Land this 
morning at Ibo, a former Portuguese 
island of once-elegant palatial 
mansions. The colony owed its 
wealth to 18th-century slave and 
ivory trading. Today, the battlements 
of the pentagonal main fortress 
house renowned silversmiths. Local 
guides will escort us around the fort 
and for the ‘birders’ a separate walk 

Sifaka Lemur

Old Stone Town, Zanzibar
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Day 9 Ambohitralanana, Madagascar. 
After a morning at sea we arrive at 
Madagascar’s easternmost point, Cap 
Est, which lies near the lush wilderness 
of the Masoala Peninsula National 
Park. Here there will be an opportunity 
to walk in the forest searching for 
wildlife including lemur, fossa and 
mongoose or snorkel in warm waters.

Day 10 Nosy Mangabe, Madagascar. 
We have a full day to explore Nosy 
Mangabe, a 520 hectare island reserve 
in Antongil Bay and part of the Masaola 
National Park containing one of the 
most diverse areas of virgin rainforest 
in Madagascar. It has also been an 
important research centre since the 
mid 1960s when several aye-ayes and 
lemurs were released into the forest. 
We will use our Zodiacs to land on the 
beach next to the forest and organise 
a series of nature walks looking at the 
varied trees, plants and ferns and also 
hoping to spot chameleon, lizards and 
black and white ruffed lemur. For the 
birders we will keep an eye out for 
Madagascar Buzzard, kingfisher and 
paradise flycatchers.

Day 11 Ile Sainte Marie, Madagascar. 
We make our last call in Madagascar 
on Ile Sainte Marie, also known as 
Nosy Bohara. In the 17th and 18th 
century it was a popular base for 
pirates that used the secluded bays 
to plunder ships returning from the 
East Indies. Today it is a lush tropical 
island offering us sandy beaches, 
coral reefs and natural beauty. This 
morning we will explore the capital 
of Ambodifotatra including the pirate 
cemetery and the oldest church 
in Madagascar, built in 1837. Over 
lunch we will find a spot to launch the 
Zodiacs for snorkelling.

Day 12 At sea.

Day 13 La Reunion. We will visit the 
central highlands where spectacularly 
rugged peaks of dormant or extinct 
volcanoes cradle huge amphitheatres 
known as cirques, where mountains 
tower to over 10,000 feet and beautiful 
waterfalls plummet hundreds of feet. 
The rich soil and mellow climate 
produce a lush and verdant landscape 
which is dotted with villages and towns 
with a uniquely French atmosphere. 
Fields of sugar cane and plantations of 
tropical fruits, vanilla and all manner of 
spices perfume the air.

Day 14 Mauritius to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for your scheduled 
indirect flight to London.

Day 15 London. Arrive this morning.

Madagascar 
is a truly 
extraordinary 
country which 
has long 
remained
obscure as a 
destination 
and it is still 
relatively 
unknown even 
amongst the  
most serious  
of travellers.

Traditional dhow Mantella Frog

M
S Island Sky – South of Zanzibar

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 12 nights aboard the MS Island Sky 
on a full board basis with house wine and beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner 
onboard, expedition team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, 
transfers, port taxes, airport taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, optional excursion in Zanzibar.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Suite CategoryDeck

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

Diego Suarez

Safari Options 
pre-cruise extensions

27th to 31st January 
2015 
For those who would 
like to experience 
a land based safari 

in Tanzania prior to embarking the 
MS Island Sky we have two options 
available, both of which are based at 
exceptional lodges. Choose to stay 
at the Siwandu Camp on the mighty 
Selous Game Reserve, one of Africa’s 
least known yet wildest conservation 
areas or at the Saadani River Lodge  
in the Saadani National Park, the 
only wildlife sanctuary in Tanzania 
bordering the sea. 

Full details of the extensions can be 
viewed at www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Prices
£6795
£6995
£7395
£7695
£7995
£8395
£8795
£9495

£10295 
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Passage to India 
An epic voyage from the Seychelles to India & Sri Lanka aboard the MS Island Sky
24th February to 14th March 2015 

We find it difficult to imagine a more perfect way to escape 
the British winter than to enjoy the warmth and beauty  

of the Indian Ocean aboard the wonderfully comfortable  
MS Island Sky as she undertakes exactly the type of itinerary 
that suits her best. Join us in the tropics as we journey from 
the islands and atolls of the Indian Ocean and around India’s 
beautiful southern coast.

Our journey to the Indian continent first allows us to explore 
the Seychelles and Maldives, two of the world’s most pristine 
and picturesque archipelagos. With our purpose built Zodiacs 
we will land on otherwise inaccessible beaches, explore vast 
lagoons and coral reefs and encounter some extraordinarily 
beautiful tropical scenery. 

Contrasting well with this natural world exploration, our itinerary  
then takes a more cultural focus as we reach the Indian state of 
Kerala. Our first port of call is Cochin, an ancient city of islands 
which has for centuries attracted traders and adventurers from 
Europe and the far Orient. Hugging the Kerala coast, we move 
on to Trivandrum, then across to Sri Lanka. Here, an overnight 
trip allows us to explore the interior and the old capital of Kandy, 
and we then move around the southern coast of the island to take 
in the Dutch colonial town of Galle, and Yala National Park, 
renowned for its rich wildlife, most notably its many elephants 
and vast array of bird life.

This unusual itinerary will appeal to those looking for something 
different, incorporating explorations of the natural world with a more 
expedition focus, followed by a fascinating look at southern India, 
visiting a number of ports which are off the usual cruise route. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Mahe, Seychelles. 
Fly by scheduled indirect flight.

Day 2 Mahe, Seychelles. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the MS 
Island Sky for embarkation. Enjoy 
dinner onboard as we moor overnight.

Day 3 Praslin & La Digue, Seychelles. 
Sail at first light to the island of Praslin. 
We will explore the ‘Vallee de Mai’, 
the last remnant of the original high-
canopied Seychelles palm forest and 
home to the coco de mer. We will 
walk its paths looking out for the rare 
black parrot and enjoying its natural 
beauty which so overpowered General 
Gordon. Sail during lunch to nearby 
La Digue. There is a hint of Henry 
Moore in the huge granite boulders 
that lie like giant sculptures on the 
brilliant white beaches of the island. 
Tour the forested nature reserve and 
the L’Union Estate, a superbly restored 

Temple of the Tooth, Kandy, Sri Lanka

La Digue Island, Seychelles
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INDIAN
OCEAN

19th century colonial house. Rent a 
bicycle, ride in an ox-drawn cart or 
relax, swim and snorkel from one of 
the amazingly beautiful beaches. 

Days 4-6 At sea. Relax and enjoy 
our days at sea. Watch the bird and 
marine life and listen to the intriguing 
talks by our expedition team. We are 
assured of warm weather so make the 
most of the fresh air, get lost in a novel 
from your deck chair and enjoy all the 
comforts of the MS Island Sky.

Days 7-10 Maldives. We spend four 
days exploring the whole archipelago. 
This vast area of ocean is scattered 
with staggeringly beautiful dots of land 
surrounded by a cerulean sea. It offers 
some of the finest lagoons, beaches 
and coral reefs in the world. Our day to 
day schedule will be left in the capable 
hands of the Captain and Expedition 
Leader, but we hope to include visits 
to Hithadhoo, Meenu Atoll and Baa 
Atoll. Our expedition staff will be on 
hand to lead guided walking tours to 
view the birds and wildlife on land whilst 
our snorkel master will take us to some 
exceptional reefs to view stunning coral 
and marine life. On our last day we will 
clear customs at Uligamu Island and 
enjoy an afternoon at sea as we sail  
to India.

Day 11 Cochin, India. Our first 
port of call in India is Cochin, 
an extraordinary city with strong 
influences of Portuguese, Chinese, 
Arab, Dutch and of course British still 
much in evidence today. This morning 
we will drive to Alleppey, known as 
the “City of Canals” where we will 
board a local boat for a cruise in 
the backwaters sailing past colonial 
warehouses and coconut thatched 
houses on traditional rice barges. 
After a local lunch we will return to 
Cochin to explore the curious mix of 
cultures and religions that together, 
with its strong trading past in spices 
and silks, make a fascinating city. We 
will visit Mattancherry Palace with its 
ornately decorated rooms including 
some marvellous ancient murals. 
Later, continue to the oldest European 
church in India, St Francis, the ruins 
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of Fort Cochin and time permitting, 
the Pardesi Synagogue. We return to 
the ship for dinner and this evening 
will enjoy a Kathakali performance 
onboard. Kathakali is one of the main 
forms of classical dance drama of India 
and indigenous to Kerala and based 
on the subject from the Ramayana, 
Mahabharata and stories from Saiva 
literature.

Day 12 Trivandrum, India. Be on 
deck as we sail into the Kerala port 
of Trivandrum, a magical sight. Built 
over seven hills, the ‘city of the 
sacred serpents’ retains some of old 
Kerala’s ambience, with its pagoda 
shaped buildings, red-tiled roofs 
and narrow winding lanes. There is 
much to see here and on our morning 
excursion we will include the old 
fort area around the 260 year old Sri 
Padmanabhaswamy Temple. In the 
afternoon there is free time to relax 
on the local beaches or explore the 
town independently. Alternatively 
there will be an optional excursion to 
Padamanabhapuram Palace situated 
in a complex of buildings which date 
from the 16th century and built by the 
maharajas of Travencore that resided 
there. It is one of the best examples of 
Keralan architecture and the hall mark 
of Keralan and Dravidian building art.

Days 13 & 14 Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
After a morning at sea we arrive in 
Sri Lanka’s capital city where there is 
a choice of activities for the next two 
days. Join an overnight visit to Kandy 
during which we will visit the elephant 
orphanage at Pinnawela en route. 

The orphanage looks after elephants 
that have been abandoned or injured 
until they can be released back into 
the wild. Once in Kandy, there will be 
a visit to the “Temple of the Tooth” 
which holds the Sacred Tooth Relic 
of Lord Buddha and surrounded by 
the Bogambara Lake. The following 
morning there will be a visit to the 
botanical gardens before returning 
to the ship in Colombo in the late 
afternoon. Alternatively you may 
wish to remain in Colombo and enjoy 
an afternoon tour which includes 
the Gangarama Buddhist Temple, 
Colombo National and Dutch period 
museums and the Pettah area 
with its bustling local market. The 
following day we will travel to the 
tea growing area of Ingiriya, a lush 
region boasting ideal conditions for 
growing tea and rubber. We will see 
the process of making tea which has 
been grown here since 1867 and have 
a chance to enjoy a fresh cup of the 
final product.

Day 15 Galle, Sri Lanka. Awake this 
morning in Galle where, on a morning 
tour, we visit the Old Dutch Fort, the 
museum which is housed in an old 
Dutch house depicting life in the 
Dutch colony, the lighthouse, mosque 
and church. In the afternoon there 
will be free time to wander the narrow 
streets of traditional houses and shop 
for lace and local handicrafts. 

Day 16 Hambantota, Sri Lanka. 
From our berth at Hambantota we 
will drive inland to Yala National 
Park. Also known as Ruhuna, it is 

an important national park on the 
south east coast of Sri Lanka. Much 
of the reserve is parkland, but it also 
contains jungle, beaches, freshwater 
lakes and rivers and scrubland. Yala 
has the world’s highest concentration 
of leopards, although seeing this 
largely nocturnal carnivore still 
requires some luck. There are 
good numbers of Asian elephants, 
crocodile, wild boar, water buffalo 
and grey langurs amongst other 
large animals. The open parkland 
attracts birds of prey such as white-
bellied sea eagle and the wetlands 
have waders, painted storks and the 
rare black-necked stork. Land birds 
are in abundance and include sirkeer 
malkoha, Indian peafowl and Sri 
Lanka jungle fowl. 

M
S Island Sky – Passage to India 

Day 17 Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. 
Today we are on the north east coast 
of Sri Lanka in one of the finest deep 
water harbours of the world. Choose 
to join an excursion of Trincomalee 
which includes Fort Frederick built 
in 1676 by the Dutch, or perhaps 
relax on one of the local beaches 
renowned as some of the best in 
Sri Lanka. Alternatively join a longer 
excursion to Polonnaruwa, the former 
capital with ruins that date back to the 
12th century which were the original 
site of the sacred Buddha’s tooth. 
Set in mature lush greenery with an 
abundance of wildlife that includes 
monkeys and many species of bird, we 
will have a chance to explore the ruins 
and visit the excellent museum. 

Day 18 Chennai, India. After a 
morning and afternoon at sea we 
return to India and the city of Chennai 
this evening. Founded in 1639 by the 
East India Company, it was established 
as a fort and trading post. Time 
permitting we will have a chance 
to walk through the city to see the 
Kapaleshwarar Temple, Cathedral of 
Saint Thomas and see the excellent 
collection of Raj memorabilia at the 
Fort of St George.

Day 19 Chennai, India to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for your scheduled 
indirect flight to London.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 17 nights aboard the MS Island Sky 
on full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
expedition team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions from the 
MS Island Sky, transfers, port taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, optional excursion on day 12. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Elephant orphanage, Sri Lanka

Clown fish, Maldives

Exploring by Zodiac

Traditional fishing nets

Kapaleeshwar Temple, Chennai

Suite CategoryDeck

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

Prices
£8495
£8795
£9195
£9595
£9995

£10495
£10995
£10795
£11795
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Mid Summer in the Hebrides
An expedition cruise of the Scottish Isles aboard the MS Island Sky
26th June to 3rd July 2015 

If ever an archipelago was made for expedition cruising it is the 
islands off Scotland’s west coast. You can travel the world visiting 

all manner of exotic and wonderful places, but remember that some 
of the finest scenery, fascinating history and most endearing people 
may be close to home. Nowhere is that truer than around Scotland’s 
magnificent coastline, an indented landscape of enormous natural 
splendour with offshore islands forming stepping stones into the 
Atlantic. In the northern summer, when the sun barely shrinks below 
the horizon, there is a stillness and an almost wistful feeling in the 
air. This is the time when the enchanted visitor will be moved and 
seduced by the majesty of the islands, lochs and seascapes. 

One of Europe’s true last remaining wilderness areas affords the 
traveller a marvellous island hopping journey through stunning 
scenery accompanied by spectacular sunsets and prolific wildlife. 
With our naturalists and local guides we will explore the length and 
breadth of the isles, and with our nimble Zodiac craft be able to reach 
some of the most remote and untouched places. There is no better 
way to explore this endlessly fascinating and beautiful region that 
will cast its spell on you than by small ship. Whether your interest 
lies in wildlife, gardens, photography, ancient history or simply 
an appreciation of this unique corner of the kingdom, this unique 
voyage has something for everyone. With just over 100 travelling 
companions, the atmosphere is more akin to a private yacht trip and 
ashore with our local experts we will divide into small groups thereby 
enjoying a more comprehensive and peaceful experience. Learn 
something of the island’s history, see their abundant bird and marine 
life, but above all revel in the timeless enchantment that these islands 
exude to all those who appreciate the natural world.

Our View 
“We are delighted to be able to 
offer this unique itinerary aboard 
our flagship, the MS Island Sky. We 
know these waters well after 20 years 
of operating cruises in the Scottish 
Islands and it is always extra special 
when we get to bring our own ship 
to the Hebrides. We can be sure of a 
warm welcome especially when many 
of our expedition staff have lived 
on the islands. We will explore the 
furthest island from the UK mainland 
in St Kilda, use our Zodiacs to land 
on the uninhabited island Mingulay 
and to explore the natural beauty of 
Loch Scavaig in addition to visiting 
archaeological highlights on Stornaway 
and the Abbey at Iona. For birders 
there is also the added bonus of seeing 
the amazing bird cliffs at Stac Lee and 
the wonderful opportunity to get close 
to puffins at Lunga. ” 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Oban. Embark this afternoon in 
Oban. Transfers will be provided from 
Glasgow Central Station and Glasgow 
International Airport to arrive in the 
late afternoon. Sail tonight.

Day 2 Pabbay & Mingulay. Today we 
explore the remote islands at the tip 
of South Uist which are uninhabited. 
We will use the Zodiacs to explore and 
hope to make some beach landings. 

The islands have some significant 
historical sites such as the old village 
of Mingulay. Despite there being a 
continuous population on Mingulay for 
at least 2000 years, evacuation began 
in 1907 and the island was completely 
abandoned by its residents in 1912. 
The islands are also a nature reserve 
with important breeding populations of 
razorbills, guillemots, black guillemots, 
puffins, fulmars and shags.

Day 3 St Kilda. Arrive at first light in 
St Kilda, a remarkable uninhabited 
archipelago some fifty miles beyond 
the Outer Hebrides. The largest island, 
Hirta, once supported a population 
of over 200, but the last islanders left 
in the 1930s. The Medieval village has 
been restored by the National Trust 
for Scotland and offers a marvellous 
link with the past. The islands are an 
important breeding ground for many 
seabirds including Atlantic puffins and 
northern fulmars. Later, cruise past 
two of the largest gannetries in the 
world at Stac Lee and Berneray. These 
impressive stacs rise 170 metres from 
the sea and are home to up to 60,000 
breeding pairs of northern gannet.

Day 4 Stornaway & Shiant Islands. On 
leaving the island capital of Stornoway, 
we will head across the island to the 
beautiful west coast. Described as 
Scotland’s Stonehenge, the Callanish 
Standing Stones date from around 
3000 BC. There are a total of 32 stones 
in a circular and avenue design. The 
stones stand like a petrified forest 
on the flat top of a peninsula which 
reaches out into East Loch Roag. We 
also visit the Dun Carloway Pictish 
Broch, probably built sometime in the 
last century BC, it would have served 
as an occasionally defensible residence 
for an extended family complete 
with accommodation for animals at 
ground floor level. It would also have 
served as a visible statement of power 
and status in the local area. Our final 
stop is the Gearrannan Blackhouse 

Loch Scavaig

SCOTLAND

Oban

St Kilda

Shiant 
Isles

Stornaway

Canna
Loch Scavaig

Iona
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Pabbay

Tanera Mor

Inverewe
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In the northern 
summer, when 
the sun barely 
shrinks below
the horizon, 
there is a 
stillness and an 
almost wistful 
feeling in  
the air.

Village – a reconstructed settlement 
of traditional black houses where 
people and animals lived in close 
proximity. The houses are made using 
dry stone masonry and have thatched 
roofs, distinctively weighted down 
with rocks. Visit the small museum, 
enjoy a display of a typical crofting 
activity such as weaving and take in 
the views at this dramatic site on the 
wild Atlantic coast. Sail this afternoon 
past the Shiant Islands a group of little 
islands located a few miles off the 
shores of Lewis. This is an excellent 
place to spot seals and hopefully 
White Tailed Eagles.

Day 5 Tanera Mor & Inverewe 
Gardens. Arrive this morning in the 
beautiful Summer Isles, and the only 
inhabited island of Tanera Mor. On a 
guided walk enjoy the stunning views, 
look out for otters and seals and the 
prolific bird life. Stop at the unique 
post office, whose own rare stamps 
are much sought after by collectors. 
During lunch sail south to Gairloch 
for our visit to the imposing gardens 
of Inverewe, surely one of the finest 
sited gardens in all Scotland. Here, 
exotic and tender plants thrive in 
their northerly location warmed by 
the Gulf Stream and protected by the 
surrounding mountains.

Price Includes: Seven nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a full board basis including wine, 
beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia 
Expedition Team, transfers, port taxes, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.  
NB. Ports subject to change.

Suite CategoryDeck

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

Day 6 Canna & Loch Scavaig. Today, 
we will arrive at the Small Islands. 
Spend the morning on Canna 
which has a tiny agricultural and 
cattle-rearing population. From a 
walk along the cliff top we may see 
golden eagles, white-tailed eagles 
and peregrine falcons. At the cliff 
edge the rare loose-flowered orchids 
grow. Sail during lunch to Skye and 
the majestic Loch Scavaig and the 
Cuillins mountains. These magnificent 
mountains form a dramatic backdrop 
to the freshwater loch which we will 
explore by foot.

Day 7 Lunga & Iona. This morning 
we will take to the Zodiacs to explore 
the tiny Treshnish Islands, located in 
the waters between Mull and Tiree. 
Now uninhabited, this group of low 
lying islands is home to thousands 
of sea birds and a large population 
of common and Atlantic grey seals. 
Hopefully, land on the largest of the 
islands, Lunga to walk amongst the 
amazingly tame puffins and see the 
remnants of past habitation that dates 
back to Viking times. Sail over lunch 
to Iona, for more than 1000 years, 
the island of Iona has been a place 
of deep spiritual significance. No less 
than 62 kings of Scotland are buried 
here, including Duncan, Macbeth’s 

victim. St Columba came here from 
Ireland in 563 AD and early Christianity 
spread through northern Britain from 
this remote island community. 

Day 8 Oban. Disembark this morning 
after breakfast. Transfers will be 
provided to Glasgow Central Station 
and International Airport.

Inverewe Gardens

Wild flowers

Exploring by Zodiac

Prices
£3295
£3495
£3695
£3895
£4095
£4395
£4695
£5195
£5895
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Hebridean Secrets
An exploration of the Hebrides aboard the MS Island Sky 
3rd to 11th July 2015

Words do not do justice to the spectacular beauty, rich wildlife 
and fascinating history of the Inner and Outer Hebrides 

which we will explore during this unique island hopping expedition 
aboard our very own MS Island Sky. During our voyage we will 
head out into the Atlantic to St Kilda, a remarkable archipelago, the 
largest island Hirta once supported a population of nearly 200, but 
the last islanders left in 1930. As we drop anchor in Village Bay, this 
will be, for some, a pilgrimage, an awesome experience amongst the 
abundant seabirds on huge cliffs that rise sheer from the ocean. 

We can wax lyrical about the sunsets, prolific wildlife and how 
you will be enchanted and seduced by the untamed wilderness, its 
islands, lochs and seascapes. Having arranged hundreds of small 
ship cruises around Scotland, we have learned that everyone takes 
something different from the experience. We are indeed fortunate 
in having such marvellous places so close to home. Now, more 
than ever there is a great appreciation for the peace, beauty and 
culture of this special corner of the UK. Whether your interest lies in 
horticulture or the natural world, history or bird watching or simply 
being there to witness the timeless beauty of Scotland’s coast and 
islands, this trip will lift the spirits and gladden the heart.

We will be joined by our Expedition Team, who are all experienced 
naturalists, ornithologists and marine biologists and along with the 
wonderful crew and combined with the comfort aboard the  
MS Island Sky, this carefully planned but flexible itinerary will  
be a voyage to remember

The Itinerary
Day 1 Oban. Embark this afternoon in 
Oban. Transfers will be provided from 
Glasgow central station and Glasgow 
International Airport to arrive in the 
late afternoon. Sail tonight.

Day 2 Rum & Canna. Today, we will 
arrive at the Small Islands. Spend the 
morning on Rum which is a nature 
reserve. We will walk the nature trail, 
a beautiful area of wild flowers and 
typical Scottish island scenery. This 
lovely island is also a bird watcher’s 
paradise. Sail during lunch to Canna 
which has a tiny agricultural and 
cattle-rearing population. From a 
walk along the cliff top we may see 
golden eagles, white-tailed eagles and 
peregrine falcons. At the cliff edge the 
rare loose-flowered orchids grow. Sail 
over dinner to Skye and the majestic 
Loch Scavaig for our overnight 
anchorage.

Day 3 Isle of Skye. Awake this morning 
to the impressive sight of the Cuillins 
Mountains which form the dramatic 
backdrop to the freshwater loch. 
Using our Zodiacs we will land and 
follow our onboard naturalists on a 
number of nature walks or choose 
to explore independently. Sail over 
lunch along the rugged coastline of 
Skye to Loch Dunvegan where we visit 
Dunvegan Castle, the famous seat 
of the MacLeods. It is a Hebridean 
Fortress, set on a rocky platform with 
commanding views of the Loch. See 
the castle and lovely gardens and time 
permitting, the seal colony on the 
adjoining rocks. 

Day 4 Tanera Mor & Inverewe 
Gardens. Arrive this morning in the 
beautiful Summer Isles, and the only 
inhabited island of Tanera Mor. On a 
guided walk enjoy the stunning views, 
look out for otters and seals and the 
prolific bird life. Stop at the unique 
post office, whose own rare stamps 
are much sought after by collectors. 
During lunch sail south to Gairloch 
for our visit to the imposing gardens 
of Inverewe, surely one of the finest 
sited gardens in all Scotland. Here, 
exotic and tender plants thrive in 
their northerly location warmed by 
the Gulf Stream and protected by the 
surrounding mountains.

Day 5 Stornaway & Shiant Islands. On 
leaving the island capital of Stornoway, 
we will head across the island to the 

beautiful west coast. Described as 
Scotland’s Stonehenge, the Callanish 
Standing Stones date from around 
3000 BC. There are a total of 32 stones 
in a circular and avenue design. The 
stones stand like a petrified forest 
on the flat top of a peninsula which 
reaches out into East Loch Roag. We 
also visit the Dun Carloway Pictish 
Broch, probably built sometime in 
the last century BC, it would have 
served as an occasionally defensible 
residence for an extended family 
complete with accommodation for 
animals at ground floor level. It would 
also have served as a visible statement 
of power and status in the local area. 
Our final stop is the Gearrannan 
Blackhouse Village – a reconstructed 
settlement of traditional black houses 
where people and animals lived in 
close proximity. The houses are made 
using dry stone masonry and have 
thatched roofs, distinctively weighted 
down with rocks. Visit the small 
museum, enjoy a display of a typical 
crofting activity such as weaving and 
take in the views at this dramatic site 
on the wild Atlantic coast. Sail this 
afternoon past the Shiant Islands a 
group of little islands located a few 
miles off the shores of Lewis. This is 
an excellent place to spot seals and 
hopefully White Tailed Eagles.

Day 6 St Kilda. Arrive at first light in 
St Kilda, a remarkable uninhabited 
archipelago some fifty miles beyond 
the Outer Hebrides. The largest island, 
Hirta, once supported a population 
of over 200, but the last islanders left 
in the 1930s. The Medieval village has 
been restored by the National Trust 
for Scotland and offers a marvellous 
link with the past. The islands are an 
important breeding ground for many 
seabirds including Atlantic puffins and 
northern fulmars. Later, cruise past 

Iona
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Price Includes: Eight nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a full board basis including wine, 
beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia 
Expedition Team, transfers, port taxes, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.  

Suite CategoryDeck

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

two of the largest gannetries in the 
world at Stac Lee and Berneray. These 
impressive stacs rise 170 metres from 
the sea and are home to up to 60,000 
breeding pairs of northern gannet.

Day 7 Lunga & Iona. This morning 
we will take to the Zodiacs to explore 
the tiny Treshnish Islands, located in 
the waters between Mull and Tiree. 
Now uninhabited, this group of low 
lying islands is home to thousands 
of sea birds and a large population 
of common and Atlantic grey seals. 
Hopefully, land on the largest of the 
islands, Lunga to walk amongst the 
amazingly tame puffins and see the 
remnants of past habitation that dates 
back to Viking times. Sail over lunch 
to Iona, for more than 1000 years, 
the island of Iona has been a place 
of deep spiritual significance. No less 
than 62 kings of Scotland are buried 
here, including Duncan, Macbeth’s 
victim. St Columba came here from 
Ireland in 563 AD and early Christianity 
spread through northern Britain from 
this remote island community.

Day 8 Gigha & Jura. Visit the gardens 
of Achamore House on the small 
island of Gigha. The Horlick family, 

better known for the eponymous 
milk drink, have created a stunning 
garden with their collection of azaleas, 
rhododendrons and exotic plants. 
Gigha is a place apart; heather 
covered hills, deserted beaches 
and a single lane verged with wild 
flowers that meander for some six 
miles between cottages and farms. 
Privately owned by its 120 inhabitants, 
it is a gem of a place and somewhere 
not easily forgotten. Return to the 
vessel for lunch as we sail over to 
Jura, arriving in the late afternoon. 
Dominating the views of Jura are the 
three hills called “The Paps of Jura”, 
the highest being Beinn an Oir at 
785 m (2576 ft) We will go ashore at 
Craighouse and will be welcomed in 
the cooperage where we will be given 
an introduction to the Jura Distillery 
and an opportunity to taste the local 
product. Alternatively enjoy some free 
time to explore Craighouse or join an 
island drive.

Day 9 Greenock. Disembark this 
morning. Transfers will be provided 
to Glasgow Central Station and 
International Airport at a fixed time.

Gigha Puffin

Atlantic Grey seals

Inverewe Gardens

Prices
£3695
£3895
£4095
£4295
£4595
£4895
£5195
£5995
£6495
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The Norwegian Fjords in Mid Summer
A journey to the Land of the Midnight Sun aboard the MS Island Sky
20th July to 1st August 2015

A Norwegian coastal voyage offers the traveller scenery on an epic 
scale, together with a wonderful feeling of peace and tranquility. 

The immense size of the fjords and the timeless quality of scenes that 
have changed little in the past centuries create a unique atmosphere that 
can be particularly enjoyed from the comfort of the MS Island Sky.

Our voyage begins on the east coast of Scotland in the port of Leith 
and from here we cruise north calling into the Orkney Islands and 
Shetland Islands before beginning our navigation of the Norwegian 
fjords. Words cannot describe the awe-inspiring scenery as we take 
in views of mountains, glaciers, waterfalls, valleys and truly dramatic 
fjords. Amongst them, Naerofjorden has been included on UNESCO’s 
World Heritage List.

A highlight for many will be the journey on the Flam Railway, 
one of the most beautiful railway lines in the world. The train 
journey provides us with views of some of Norway’s wildest and 
most magnificent scenery with rivers cutting through deep ravines, 
cascading waterfalls, snow-capped mountains and mountain farms 
clinging to sheer slopes.

We then continue our journey along the fjord indented coast, into the 
Arctic Circle to the Lofoten Islands, with their many small fishing 
villages amongst a backdrop of mountainous scenery that often 
experiences snowfall even in the summer. Here we also spend time 
exploring the narrow and deep sided Trollfjorden. 

A journey such as this can of course only be undertaken by a special 
vessel with the self-sufficient qualities of the MS Island Sky. With 
our Zodiacs we shall be able to take advantage of wildlife sightings, 
weather conditions and explore areas that the bigger ships cannot 
reach.

Alternatively explore the town’s Viking 
heritage as we enjoy a walking tour 
which includes a visit to the Shetland 
Museum, which has over 3,000 
artefacts on two floors, a wealth of 
easily accessible archive material, a 
temporary exhibition area and the 
boat shed. Sail at lunchtime and enjoy 
an afternoon at sea.

Day 4 Rosendal, Hardangerfjord, 
Norway. Arrive this morning in 
Hardangerfjord, the third largest 
fjord in the world, before docking 
at Rosendal. We will drive along the 
fjord towards the small part of the 
Hardangerfjord called Maurangerfjord, 
experiencing the idyllic scenery and 
farms on the way. When we arrive 
at the small village of Sunndal we 
will walk to Bondhus Lake which is 
surrounded by a fascinating landscape 
of fjords and mountains. We return 
to Rosendal and have free time to 
explore the town, maybe visit the 12th 
century Kvinnherad church or see the 
gardens at Barony Rosendal.

Day 5 Bergen, Norway. Spend the day 
in this lovely fjord capital. A guided 
excursion will include the old quarter 
with its quaint Hanseatic houses 
and the home of Norway’s most 
famous composer, Edvard Greig. This 
afternoon is free to explore at leisure 
before we sail this evening.

Day 6 Sognefjord, Naerofjord & Flam, 
Norway. Today we spend the day 
enjoying spectacular fjord scenery from 
aboard the MS Island Sky. Sognefjord, 
Norway’s longest and deepest fjord 
extends more than 200km inland and 
is surrounded by three national parks. 
Here we will see thundering waterfalls, 
glacier arms stretching down into green 
valleys and many small farms clinging 
to the mountainside. We will continue 
to the UNESCO World Heritage site of 
Naerofjorden, one of the many fjord 
arms of Sognefjord and considered 
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“Whenever we are able to fit Norway 
into our schedules we do so and 
since our establishment in 1991 
have operated many voyages in the 
region. It is certainly one of our most 
popular destinations and is perfect 
for exploration aboard a small ship. 
Each time we have developed the 
itinerary and now believe we have 
the perfect mix of fjords, small towns, 
history and wildlife. During our voyage 
you will see the archeological sites of 
Orkney and Shetland Islands, visit the 
small Norweigan towns of Bygstad 
(where we made the first ever cruise 
call in 2011) and Rosendal and enjoy 
a ride on the dramatic railway in 
Flam. Our ship also lets us experience 
the majestic fjords and allows us to 
survey the wondrous scenery from the 
comfort of the MS Island Sky. Some 
destinations are simply best explored 
by ship and Norway is certainly one of 
these. ” 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Leith. Embark the MS Island 
Sky this afternoon. Transfers will be 
provided from Edinburgh International 
Airport and Waverley Train Station at a 
fixed time. Sail this evening.

Day 2 Kirkwall, Orkney Islands. After 
a morning at sea we arrive on the 
Orkney Isles which have some of 
the best Neolithic sites in Britain as 
well as an intriguing Norse history 
and culture. Explore Kirkwall, one 
of the earliest established Norse 
trading towns, with a visit to the 
Norse-built St Magnus Cathedral. 
Later, drive through a landscape of 
sheer rocky cliffs, sandy beaches and 
pastures to the excavated village of 
Skara Brae which dates back 5000 
years to the Neolithic Age. Also, see 
the remarkable standing stones of 
Stenness and the Ring of Brodgar.

Day 3 Lerwick, Shetland Islands. After 
breakfast we will tie alongside in the 
capital of Lerwick. We have a choice 
of excursions this morning. Choose 
to either visit the magnificent site of 
Jarlshof where the archaeological 
ruins date from the Stone Age to 
the 17th century. The site contains 
a remarkable sequence of stone 
structures – late Neolithic houses, 
a Bronze-Age village, an Iron-Age 
broch and wheelhouses, several Norse 
longhouses, a Medieval farmstead, 
and the 16th-century laird’s house. Puffin in flight
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evening we will moor at the village of 
Flam.

Day 7 Flam, Norway. This morning 
we will embark on one of the most 
dramatic train rides in Europe. The 
Flâm Railway is only 20 kilometres long 
but a masterpiece of engineering. 
The train climbs up from sea-level 
to 867 metres during these 20 
kilometres, crossing back and forth 
across rivers and through 20 tunnels. 
To allow you to view the magnificent 
scenery the train will proceed slowly 
and even stop at the Kjosfossen 
waterfall where you may leave the 
train to take a closer look or take 
some pictures. At Vatnahalsen you 
will leave the train and walk from the 
station to the Mountain Hotel. Here 
there will be time to relax and take 
a walk before re-boarding the train 
back to Flâm. After lunch onboard 
the afternoon is free to spend time 
relaxing in the village or join the 
optional excursion to Undredal. This 
small village lies in idyllic surroundings 
by the Aurlandsfjord which, until 
1988 depended totally upon boat 
communication. It is a lovely little 
village with a population of 130 
people and some 500 goats. We will 
taste some goat’s cheese, still made 
using traditional methods and also 
visit Scandinavia’s smallest church 
which is still in use.

Day 8 Sunnfjord, Bygstad, Norway. 
Sunnfjord lies at the heart of Western 
Norway with its starkly contrasting 
fjord scenery, half way between 
Bergen and Alesund. Its little known 
fjord arms and gentler landscape in 
harmony with powerful and diverse 
watercourses have left their impression 
on the landscape and settlement. 
Today’s tour will take us through 
this beautiful environment with its 
magnificent waterfalls and mountains. 

We will visit Sunnfjord Museum, which 
provides an insight into how life was 
in Sunnfjord settlements in the mid-
1800s, before taking a scenic drive 
to the region known as ‘the waterfall 
country’ making various stops at 
waterfalls and small settlements.

Day 9 Nordfjord & Olden, Norway. 
This morning we arrive at the small 
village of Olden and from here we 
travel up the beautiful Olden Valley. 
Where the road ends we continue 
on foot to the great cascade of 
water which rushes from beneath the 
Briskdal Glacier. This afternoon enjoy 
the spectacular scenery of Nordfjord 
as we cruise to Trondheim.

Day 10 Trondheim, Norway. After 
a morning at sea we arrive into 
Trondheim. On our afternoon 
excursion we will see the outdoor 
Norwegian Folk Museum with its 
vintage buildings, stave church 
and Sami huts. We continue to the 
spectacular Nidaros Cathedral and 
explore the town centre itself with its 
colourful wooden houses and canals. 

Day 11 Torghatten & Bronnoysund, 
Norway. This morning Mount 
Torghatten will come into view, one 
of the most famous landmarks on the 
Norwegian coast. A fairly strenuous 
optional walk will take you to the 
‘hole’ in the mountain which has been 
eroded by the sea. During lunch we 
will sail through Bronnoysund and 
cruise this afternoon. This evening 
we cross the Arctic circle passing the 
monument of the island of Vikingen 
when we will raise a toast onboard.

Day 12 Lofoten Islands & Trollfjorden, 
Norway. This morning we arrive in the 
Lofoten Archipelago, an enchanting 
area of picturesque villages with jagged 
granite mountain peaks forming a 
dramatic backdrop. We will have a full 
day tour to explore the villages and life 
of these islands. We will disembark in 
the small fishing village of Aa where 
we will visit the local museum before 
continuing to the nearby village 
of Reine. Our next stop will be the 
village of Sund where we will visit the 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flight from Tromso to London, 12 nights aboard the 
MS Island Sky on full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner 
onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard team, transfers, port taxes, gratuities 
on board the ship and on excursions 
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions. 
NB. Itinerary subject to weather conditions, ports subject to change. On days where there 
are a choice of excursions minimum numbers will apply for them to operate.

Suite CategoryDeck

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

blacksmith famous for their forged 
cormorants. We continue to the Viking 
centre at Borg where we enjoy a local 
lunch before continuing to Kabelva 
where we visit the Lofoten museum 
and Kare Espolin Johnson gallery a 
nationally recognized artist who took 
his inspiration from his life and the 
nature of the area. Our day ends in 
Svolvaer where the ship will have sailed 
to meet us. This evening we enjoy a 
barbeque on deck as we sail through 
the beautiful, narrow and steep sided 
Trollfjorden enjoying the birdlife, 
waterfalls and dramatic scenery.

Day 13 Tromso, Norway to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for your scheduled flight 
to London via Oslo.

Soft expedition: This cruise is not 
classified as an expedition cruise, 
however Zodiac landing crafts will be 
used on some days to explore coastlines 
and to land on some of the islands 
which have minimal infrastructure.Bergen

Lofoten Islands

Auerlandsfjord

Prices
£6295
£6495
£6695
£6995
£7395
£7795
£7995
£9995

£10695
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From the Barbary Coast to the Black Sea 
A voyage across the Mediterranean from Lisbon to Istanbul aboard the MS Island Sky
12th to 26th September 2015

Join us aboard the all-suite MS Island Sky in Lisbon for a two week 
voyage as we make our way to the captivating city of Istanbul, 

visiting some of the world’s greatest ancient sites on the way. After 
our call into the Spanish city of Cadiz, we sail to North Africa and 
the Barbary Coast from where our journey eastwards begins. On 
the North African coast, betwixt the desert and the sea are some 
of Rome’s most magnificent sites including Tipaza in Algeria and 
El Djem in Tunisia. The favourable desert influenced climate has 
been remarkably kind to the sites and they provide an unparalleled 
experience of life in classical times.

Leaving Tunis, our last call on the North African Coast we make our 
way to Sicily where over the course of two days we visit some of the 
most captivating of Sicilian Greek remains at the Valle dei Templi 
and the spectacular Greek theatre in Syracuse. After an afternoon to 
relax at sea we arrive into Greece where we are fortunate to be able 
to visit Olympia, the sacred site of Delphi and the UNESCO World 
Heritage site of Delos in addition to transiting the Corinth Canal. 
Our penultimate port of call is Cannakale for the ancient site of Troy 
before we set sail through the Dardanelles to the magnificent city 
of Istanbul which guards the Black Sea. With a maximum of 114 
passengers, our trips ashore will be a pleasure and whether your 
interest lies in ancient history, modern politics or simply the joy of 
experiencing new places, this journey has something for everyone.

Delos, Greece

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Lisbon, Portugal. 
Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the MS 
Island Sky. Sail in the early evening.

Day 2 Cadiz, Spain. After a morning 
at sea we arrive in Cadiz. The town 
stands on a peninsula jutting out into a 
bay, and is almost entirely surrounded 
by water. It is the oldest surviving 
city in Spain which was founded by 
the Phoenicians in 1100 BC and was 
later occupied by the Carthaginians, 
Romans, Visigoths and Moors. Today 
a narrow bridge is the only connection 
between the city and the mainland. 
On our afternoon tour we discover 
the most beautiful monuments and 
landmarks of this town including the 
Mudejar-style tobacco factory, Santo 
Domingo Church, the Santa Catalina 
Fortress and finally the cathedral of 
Cadiz and Diocesan Museum in the 
old city. 

Day 3 Tangiers, Morocco. Arrive this 
morning in North Africa and the port 
of Tangiers. Since Tangier was founded 
in the 4th Century BC, Carthaginians, 
Romans, Phoenicians, Vandals, Arabs, 
Spaniards, Portuguese and the English 
have jealously fought for the right to 
control it. On our morning tour we will 
explore the Medina, see the views from 
the Kasbah situated at the highest point 
of Tangiers and the Dar el Makhzen a 
magnificent 17th Century Palace.

Day 4 Ghazaouet, Algeria. This 
morning we reach the western side 
of Algeria and the port of Ghazaouet 
located close to the border with 
Morocco. From here we drive 
approximately 50 miles inland to 
Tlemcen, an interesting and cultured 
city. Our visit will include the 11th 
century Great Mosque and the 
deconsecrated Sidi Bel Hassan Mosque 
which was transformed into a museum 
in 1901 and houses a selection of 
mosaics, carvings and pottery. After 
a local lunch we will continue to El 
Mansourah to see the remains of an 
old minaret and El Mechouar, which 

was built as a citadel in 1145 before 
it became the royal residence of the 
Zianide dynasty in the 13th century.

Day 5 At sea. Enjoy a relaxing day at 
sea as we sail along the Algerian coast.

Day 6 Algiers, Algeria. Depart this 
morning for the ancient Roman City 
of Tipaza. You visit the archaeological 
remains of Tipaza which was probably 
founded by the Phoenicians but 
really came into being under the 
Romans. The city was extended by the 
Emperor Claudius and grew wealthy 
on Mediterranean trade. It was built 
on three small hills, which overlooked 
the sea. There are ruins of three 
Basilicas, two Cemeteries, the Baths, 
the Theatre, the Nymphaeum and the 
unusual oval shaped Amphitheatre. 
We will enjoy a typical Algerian lunch 
before continuing to the mysterious 
Mausoleum of Mauretania, which lies 
in the hills above the sea about 18 km 
away from Tipaza. It is one of the most 
breathtaking sights in Algeria. The 
vast pyramid-like structure is named 
the Tomb of the Christian on account 
of the large crosses that decorate the 
tomb which predates Jesus Christ. 
We return to the ship via the Martyrs‘ 
Monument which offers spectacular 
views over the city.

Day 7 Annaba, Algeria. Settlements 
have existed here from Phoenician 
times, but it was Rome that left 
the most powerful legacy. Here, St 
Augustine chose to live out his last 
years, known by various names over 
the centuries- Hippo Regius, Hippone, 
Annabe, Bone and now Annaba. We 
will explore the site of Hippo Regius, 

Cadiz, Spain
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Africa’s 
Mediterranean 
coast has always 
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for travellers. 
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desert influenced 
climate has been 
remarkably kind 
to the sites and 
they provide 
an unparalleled 
experience of 
life in classical 
times.

seeing the largest and oldest Roman 
Forum in North Africa and the baths 
dedicated to Septimius Severus. There 
will also be an opportunity to see 
some of this charming city which is 
surrounded by hills and has at its heart 
an elegant colonial-period centre.

Day 8 Tunis, Tunisia. From the nearby 
port of La Goulette we drive to the 
Bardo Museum which houses some 
incredible Roman mosaics alongside 
statues, jewellery and artifacts. 
From here we continue to Carthage, 
founded in the 8th century B.C. See 
the Phoenician remains of Tophet, the 
sanctuary of the gods Tanit and Baal, 
the Roman amphitheatre as well as 
some interesting monuments from the 
Roman era. 

Day 9 Agrigento, Sicily. Although 
handsome in its own right and awash 
with medieval atmosphere, Agrigento 
is not our main reason for calling at 
this southern coast port. Close by is 
the Valle dei Templi, a series of Doric 
temples and the most captivating of 
Sicilian Greek remains, a grouping 
unique outside Greece. Return to 
the ship for lunch and enjoy a free 
afternoon to either relax on board or 
explore the streets of the town.

Day 10 Syracuse, Sicily. Arrive this 
morning in Syracuse. We have a 
choice of excursions this morning 
either visit the spectacular 15,000 seat 
Greek theatre and the elliptical Roman 
theatre, then continue to the old town, 
situated on the island of Ortygia. 
Here the remains of the Temple of 
Apollo, the Fountain of Aretusa and 
the Temple of Athena which is located 
in the cathedral will be brought to life 
by our local guides and guest speaker. 
Alternatively join a tour to Noto, 
a picturesque city located on the 
terraced slopes of Mount Iblei, among 
Olive groves and Almond trees. 
Here we will see Sicilian, Baroque 
style palaces and monuments. A 
quiet walk along the central streets 
will reveal the 18th century Palazzo 
Ducezio and some baroque churches: 

San Francesco Immacolata, The 
Cathedral, San Carlo, Santa Chiara 
and the imposing Palazzo Nicolaci di 
Villadorata, built in 1737. Return to the 
ship for lunch and an afternoon at sea.

Day 11 Katakalon, Greece. Pastoral 
and lush, Olympia’s plentiful ruins are 
shaded by Aleppo pines and olive 
trees. The fame of Olympia rests 
upon the Olympic Games. During 
the celebrations that accompanied 
the Games, competitors, while not 
forgetting that they were Athenians, 
Spartans or from other city states, 
remembered that they were Greeks 
and regarded an Olympic victory as 
the highest honour. We will see the 
gymnasium, the stadium and the 
palestra, or wrestling school. We will 
explore the Altis, or sacred precinct of 
Zeus, which houses structures including 
the Temple of Zeus, one of the largest 
temples on the Greek mainland.

Day 12 Delphi & Corinth Canal, Greece. 
From our berth at Itea we depart on an 
excursion to the sacred site of Delphi, 
one of Greece’s most important sites of 
antiquity. The ruins here are exceptional. 
We will explore the Sanctuary of Apollo, 
site of the sacred Delphic oracle, and 
walk along Delphi’s Sacred Way, visiting 
the Treasury of the Athenians and the 
5,000-seat theatre dating from the fourth 
century B.C. Be on deck in the early 
evening as we transit the Corinth Canal.

Day 13 Delos & Naxos. Spend a 
morning on Delos, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. See the temples 
dedicated to Apollo and the remains 
of the grand houses with their mosaic 
floors. One of the most memorable 
sights is the terrace of marble lions 
dedicated to Apollo. Sail during lunch 
to Naxos. Enjoy a leisurely afternoon 
with a stroll to the old castle of Hora, 
built by an Italian adventurer in the 
13th century.

Day 14 Cannakale, Turkey. Arrive 
during lunch in the port of Canakkale 
from where we will visit ancient 
Troy. It was here that archaeologist, 

Heinrich Schlieman, rediscovered the 
‘treasure of Priam’. Visit the town’s 
museum which houses an interesting 
collection of Trojan artefacts. We have 
a few hours this afternoon for free 
time before an early evening sailing 
through the Dardanelles to Istanbul.

Day 15 Istanbul, Turkey to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and enjoy 
a city drive before transferring to the 
airport for your scheduled flight to 
London. Alternatively extend your stay 
with our two night Istanbul extension. 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, 14 nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a 
full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, Noble Caledonia Cruise Director, tour manager and guest speaker, transfers, port 
taxes, gratuities on board the ship and on excursions. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Suite CategoryDeck Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

£6895
£7195
£7395
£7595
£7895
£8195
£8495

£10995
£11795

Istanbul 
post-cruise extension

For those wanting to 
spend more time in 
Istanbul you can join our 
extension which includes 
two nights at a 4-star 

hotel on a bed and breakfast basis, a 
half day tour including Hagia Sofia, the 
Blue Mosque and lunch, transfers from 
the MS Island Sky to hotel and from the 
hotel to the airport.

Twin: £395 per person; single: £595

Syracuse, Sicily Tunis, Tunisia
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Black Sea Odyssey
An in-depth exploration of the Black Sea aboard the MS Island Sky
26th September to 8th October 2015

The great salt-water Black Sea has seen settlements on its shores 
for nearly 3000 years which along with the wars of the 19th 

and 20th centuries have all greatly influenced the surrounding lands, 
making the Black Sea one of the most fascinating and historically rich 
regions in the world.

Join us aboard the MS Island Sky where from the Golden Horn we 
will enter the Black Sea and follow the Turkish coast to Trabzon 
(Trebizond). We then cross to Georgia where the richness of its 
culture reflects the influence of Greeks, Byzantines, Persians, Turks 
and Mongols. Georgia’s ‘Golden Age’ reached its height between the 
reigns of David the Builder and his granddaughter Queen Tamara 
in the 11th and 12th centuries. From Georgia we follow the lovely 
coastline with its mountain backdrop to Russia’s premier resort and 
spa, Sochi. Here the microclimate produces wonderful year round 
weather and a lush countryside.

We then cross to the Crimean Peninsula for a day of exploration in 
beautiful Yalta with its magnificent palaces and Sevastopol, which 
until the 1990s was a ‘closed city’. Staying in Ukraine, our next port 
will be Odessa, at the mouth of the great River Dnieper, following 
which we arrive in Constanta, Romania, an ancient metropolis and 
Romania’s largest sea port. Finally we reach Nessebur, a delightful 
Bulgarian town with a fascinating history. Our journey ends where it 
all began, in the captivating city of Istanbul.

After twenty years of operating cruises in the region, we have 
developed the itinerary to what we believe is the perfect balance 
of time spent on interesting shore excursions, time to explore 
independently and some time to enjoy being at sea as we sail from 
port to the other. Whether your interest lies in ancient or military 
history, architecture, literature, contemporary politics or just in 
visiting some of the most atmospheric and fascinating places on earth, 
the Black Sea has a lot to offer. Local guides and our onboard guest 
speakers will contribute greatly to our enjoyment 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Istanbul, Turkey. 
Fly by scheduled flight. Drive to the 
MS Island Sky and embark in the late 
afternoon. Moor overnight.

Day 2 Istanbul, Turkey. We have a 
full day to explore this fascinating city 
situated on the borders of Europe and 
Asia. On a morning tour we will see 
the Blue Mosque, stroll through the 
labyrinth of shops and markets in the 
Grand Bazaar and visit Hagia Sofia, 
the magnificent basilica built by the 
Emperor Justinian in the 6th century. 
This afternoon is free for independent 
exploration during which you may 
wish to visit the colourful spice market, 
Topkapi Palace or return to the Grand 
Bazaar.

Day 3 Amasra, Turkey. From the port 
of Bartin in ancient Paphlagonia, we 
drive along the coast to nearby Amasra 
(ancient Sesamus) which is located 
on a headland in between two bays. 
Local guides will lead us through the 
attractive old town which was founded 
by the Milesians in the 6th century 
B.C. and later became an important 
possession of both Byzantium and 
Genoa. See the Genoese citadel and 
learn more about its Greek and Roman 
past. Sail in the afternoon.

Day 4 Samsun, Turkey. Today we 
will drive inland to Amasya which 
according to legend was founded by 
the Amazon queen Amasis. The setting 
is beautiful, in a deep narrow gorge of 
the river Iris. From the clifftop fortress 
there are marvellous views. See the 
rock tombs of the Pontic kings which 
were carved into the cliff face and later 
visit the 15th century Sultan Beyazit 
mosque. After lunch spend some time 
in the Archaeological Museum before 
returning to the vessel.

Day 5 Trabzon, Turkey. Trabzon is a 
gateway to Eastern Turkey and Iran 

which was founded in the 7th century 
BC. On today’s excursion see the 
church of Aya Sofia (1200) and the old 
town, then travel to the outskirts to 
visit Ataturk’s lovely villa set high on a 
cliff above the city. After our tour you 
have the chance to return to the ship 
for lunch and a relaxing afternoon 
onboard or alternatively continue on 
through the picturesque mountain 
scenery to Sumela to see the dramatic 
Byzantine monastery carved out of a 
sheer rock face.

Day 6 Batumi, Georgia. Enjoy a day 
amongst the sights and sounds of 
charming Batumi. Our excursion will 
include the ancient Gonio fortress 
dating back to the first century AD, the 
Ethnographic Museum that highlights 
the varied and fascinating history 
of the country and the impressive 
botanical garden  “Dendrarium” . We 
will enjoy a traditional lunch before 
enjoying the magnificent Batumi sea 
front and browse through the bustling 
market place.

Day 7 Sochi, Russia. We have this 
morning to explore delightful Sochi, 
framed by the Caucasus Mountains 
and famous for its marvellous climate 
and health spas. We will have a 
choice of excursions. Choose to visit 
Stalin’s Dacha, his original summer 

Chersonesus

Yalta
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residence which remains intact as it 
was in Stalin’s time or alternatively visit 
Dagomy’s tea plantation, the most 
northerly in the world. Return to the 
MS Island Sky for lunch and enjoy an 
afternoon at sea.

Day 8 Yalta, Ukraine. After a 
morning at sea we will arrive in 
Yalta at lunchtime. Our afternoon 
excursion begins with a visit to the 
Chekov House Museum followed by 
a tour of the Lividia Palace, an Italian 
Renaissance style villa built in 1911 as 
a summer residence for Tsar Nicholas 
II. It was here that Churchill, Stalin and 
Roosevelt held their Yalta Conference 
in 1945. We remain in Yalta until the 
late evening for anyone who wishes to 
dine ashore or enjoy an after dinner 
stroll.

Day 9 Sevastopol, Ukraine. A morning 
tour will begin at the Panorama 
Museum where the siege of the city 
in the Crimean War comes vividly 
to life in the painted murals. Later 
drive out of the city to the ‘Valley of 
Death’, the site of the ‘Charge of the 
Light Brigade’. From Lord Raglan’s 
viewpoint the whole of the north valley 
can be seen and the events of the 
25th October 1854 explained. This 
afternoon enjoy some free time or join 
the excursion to Chersonesus, a Greek 
colony founded in 433 B.C.

Day 10 Odessa, Ukraine. Founded by 
Catherine the Great in 1794 following 
the Russian victory over the Turks, 
Odessa today is a busy port and 
popular resort. On our tour we will 
see the famous Promenade Pimorsky 
Boulevard and the famous Potemkin 
Steps, we will see the acoustically 
perfect Opera House and Gagarin 
Mansion, a classic Baroque palace that 
is now a museum of literature. This 
afternoon is free to explore at leisure.

Day 11 Constanta, Romania. After 
a relaxing morning at sea we arrive 

Opera House, Odessa

Amasra, Turkey

in Constanta, known as Tomis to the 
Greeks but named Constanta by 
the Romans. Our afternoon tour will 
include the excellent Archaeological 
Museum including a visit to the 
Treasury to see the gigantic 3rd 
century Roman Mosaic. Later, stretch 
your legs with a walk along the Black 
Sea waterfront promenade.

Day 12 Nessebur, Bulgaria. After a 
morning at sea we will arrive in the 
ancient town of Nessebur, a delightful 
place to spend an afternoon. A guided 
tour of the town will include the 5th 
century Bishopric, the 12th century 
St Stephen’s church and some of the 
traditional-style houses with their 
overhanging first floors above winding 
cobbled lanes.

Day 13 Istanbul, Turkey to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled flight 
to London.

Swallow’s Nest, Ukraine

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, 12 nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a 
full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, Noble Caledonia Cruise Director, tour manager and guest speaker, transfers, 
port taxes, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, optional excursions. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Suite CategoryDeck

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

Prices
£5995
£6295
£6595
£6895
£7295
£7595
£7995
£9595

£10595
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Passage through an Antique Land
A voyage from the Golden Horn to the Red Sea aboard the MS Island Sky
20th October to 6th November 2015

October sees the MS Island Sky weighing anchor in the Bosphorus 
and heading for the Aegean on an odyssey that includes Troy, 

Ephesus, Rhodes, some of the most magnificent ancient sites in Lycia 
and then crosses the Eastern Mediterranean to Cyprus. Here our 
European journey ends as we head for Egypt and Jordan for a week of 
exploration in the most endlessly fascinating places on our planet.

From Alexandria, famous for the site of the Pharos Lighthouse, 
one of the World’s Seven Ancient Wonders, we will continue on 
to the Suez Canal. After the Suez Canal transit, we visit Cairo 
before the MS Island Sky follows the Egyptian Red Sea coastline 
to Safaga and from here we will travel through the desert to the 
temple at Luxor and the Valley of the Kings. The following day 
will see us on the Sinai Peninsula with a day that can be devoted to 
swimming in the warm coral waters or driving inland to the deeply 
spiritual St Catherine’s Monastery. Leaving Sinai we will navigate 
the Gulf of Aqaba to Jordan where we disembark for our three 
night exploration which includes the iconic scenery of Wadi Rum 
and Petra, surely one of the most interesting and visually exciting 
places in the Near East.

Our View 
“We are pleased to be re-introducing 
this route for our 2015 season. This 
is such a rich itinerary visiting five of 
the sites from the Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World from Rhodes to 
Alexandria and Giza and also important 
Biblical sites from Ephesus to Mount 
Thebo. In addition our stops in Luxor 
and Antalya will showcase fascinating 
riches from the past. This is a very 
comprehensive itinerary but we have 
ensured there is plenty of time to 
relax including calls into the small 
islands of Kastellorizo and Kas where 
we can watch the world go by in the 
small, timeless villages. Throughout 
the journey our experienced onboard 
lecture team and local guides will add 
to your understanding and enjoyment 
of this fascinating corner of the world.” 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Istanbul, Turkey. Fly by 
scheduled flight. On arrival transfer to 
the MS Island Sky and sail this evening.

Day 2 Canakkale for Troy, Turkey. 
From our berth in the port of 
Canakkale we will visit ancient Troy. It 
was here that archaeologist, Heinrich 
Schlieman, rediscovered the ‘treasure 
of Priam’. Visit the town’s museum 
which houses an interesting collection 
of Trojan artefacts. Return to the 
vessel for lunch and enjoy a relaxing 
afternoon at sea.

in the region during the 5th century 
B.C. Finally we will visit Perge which 
also dates back to 1000 B.C. and was 
founded by Mopsus and Calchas after 
their retreat from Troy. 

Day 8 Paphos, Cyprus. This morning 
we will approach the delightful 
harbour of Paphos in the lee of 
the Troudos Mountains. A morning 
excursion takes us east of the town 
to the Temple of Aphrodite in old 
Paphos. This was an important 
pilgrimage place of the ancient Greek 
world with some remains dating back 
to the 12th century B.C. Return to the 
ship for lunch and enjoy an afternoon 
at leisure in Paphos.

Day 9 At sea. We have a full day at sea 
as we sail to Egypt. Maybe join one 
of the lectures in the lounge or settle 
down in the library or on deck with a 
good book.

Day 10 Alexandria, Egypt. We arrive 
into Alexandria, known as the “Pearl 
of the Mediterranean”, at first light 
and offer a choice of excursions. There 
will be an early start for our long but 
rewarding excursion into the desert 
to El Alamein and to the site of one 
of World War Two’s most significant 
battles. View the battlefield, the 
CWGC Cemetery and Alamein station, 
which is little changed since 1942. 
Alternatively remain in Alexandria and 
visit the fort built by Sultan Qaitby in 
the 1480s on the site of the famous 
Pharos Lighthouse, one of the Seven 
Ancient Wonders of the World. 

Day 11 Suez Canal, Egypt. Leave Port 
Said at breakfast time and begin the 
day long transit of the Suez Canal and 

Day 3 Kusadasi, Turkey. This morning 
we drive to the nearby ancient city 
of Ephesus, a stunning and partially 
excavated site where digging has 
been taking place for over a century. 
Broad streets are lined by impressive 
buildings including the library of 
Celsus and the temples of Serapis and 
Hadrian. Once the capital of Ionia, 
St Paul preached here on his second 
missionary journey and we will see the 
Church of the Virgin Mary, the most 
important Christian monument in 
Ephesus.

Day 4 Bodrum, Turkey & Kos, 
Greece. Arrive at breakfast time in 
Bodrum where our morning excursion 
will explore the Crusader Castle 
of St Peter which now houses the 
fascinating Museum of Underwater 
Archaeology and the site of the 
Mausoleum of Halicarnassus, one of 
the Seven Wonders of the World. Sail 
over lunch to Kos which according 
to myth was the homeland of the 
Giants. The island has given to 
the world Hippocrates, father of 
medicine, Pythagoras, and the 4th 
century painter Apelles. We will drive 
the short distance to the Asklepion, 
the infirmary of Antiquity, which was 
constructed in the 4th century BC. 
Among the ruins are part of the Doric 
Temple of Aesculapius, the altar and 
the Stoa which housed the famous 
Hippocrates Medical School. 

Day 5 Rhodes, Greece. This historic 
island was known in antiquity for its 
schools of philosophy, rhetoric and 
sculpture. On a guided tour explore 
the Old Town, one of the great 
Medieval towns of the Mediterranean, 
whose labyrinthine streets give way 
to airy and bright plazas. Learn more 
about the Crusader Knights of St John 
and walk the Street of the Knights with 
their mosaics, elaborate doorways, 
balconies and coats of arms. This 
afternoon is free to explore at leisure 
and we remain in port until late this 
evening for anyone who wishes to dine 
ashore or enjoy an after dinner stroll.

Day 6 Kastellorizo & Kas, Greece. 
The tiny island of Kastellorizo is a gem 
of a place. A Greek possession and 
technically part of the Dodecanese, 
it is a long way east of Greece and 
just off the Turkish coast. Spend a few 
hours exploring the delightful harbour, 
a Crusader castle and the monastery 
of St George on the Mountain. Enjoy 
the absolute peace and beauty of the 
island. Sail during lunch to nearby 
Turkish port of Kas, a delightful fishing 
town on a beautiful bay at the foot 
of the Taurus Mountains where the 
Aegean meets the Mediterranean. 
Kas is largely unspoilt and as you walk 
up from the port you will see narrow 
streets lined with beautiful Ottoman 
houses with flowered balconies and 
traditional painted doors.  

Day 7 Aspendos & Perge, Turkey. 
From our berth in Antalya our tour 
will take us to the principal Roman 
ruins along Turkey’s southern coastal 
region. We pass the modern city of 
Antalya en-route to the ancient city 
of Aspendos, whose amphitheatre, 
built in the 2nd century A.D., is 
considered the best preserved in the 
Mediterranean. Dating from 1000 
B.C., the city of Aspendos was a major 
port and the most important centre 

WALES
ENGLAND

FRANCE

BELGIUM

NETHERLANDS

GERMANY 

LUXEMBOURG

POLAND

RUSSIA

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

BELARUS

CZECH REP.
SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIASWITZERLAND

SLOVENIA

HUNGARY

CROATIA
BOSNIA-

HERZEGOVINA
SERBIA

ROMANIA

U K R A I N E

MOLDOVA

GEORGIA

R U S S I A

L I B Y A

MOROCCO

PORTUGAL

S P A I N

ANDORRA

DENMARK

SWEDEN

A L G E R I A

ESTONIA

NORWAY

FINLAND

ICELAND

GREENLAND

I R A N

TURKMENISTAN

U Z B E K I S T A N

K A Z A K H S T A N

AZERBAIJAN

ARMENIA

KUWAIT

QATAR
UNITED
ARAB

EMIRATES

SCOTLAND

WESTERN SAHARA

MAURITANIA

IRELAND

D
on

Volga
Dnepr

Dnestr

Po

Loire

Ural

Sydar’ya

Severnaya Dvina 

Su
kh

on
a

Volg
a

Ob’

Ob’

Irtysh

Irt
ysh

Tobol

R
hô

ne

Donau

Duero

Tajo

Seine

Pripyat

D
es

na

Prut

MADEIRA IS.

CANARY IS.

BALEARIC IS.

FAEROES

SHETLAND IS.

HEBRIDES

Ostrov Kolguyav

ORKNEY IS.

Denmark Strait

GREENLAND SEA

BARENTS
 SEA

Bay of
Biscay

A T L A N T I C  

O C E A N

A R C T I C  O C E A N

Strait of Gibraltar

NORTH 

SEA Skagerra
k

B L A C K  S E A

ARAL 
SEA

C
A

S
P I A N  S

E
A

Persian Gulf

B
A

L T
I C

 S
E

A

G
ul

f 
of

 B
ot

hn
ia

NORWEGIAN
SEA

U
R

A
L

 
M

O
U

N
T

A
I
N

S

L.Onega

L.Ladoga

C A U C A S U S

H A U T  A T L A S A T L A S  S A H A R I E N

CARPATH
IAN

S

A

L
P S

ELBURZ MOUNTA
IN

S

W
E

S
T

S
I

B
E

R
I

A
N

P
L

A
I

N

KOLA PENINSULA

MASSIF
CENTRAL

ZAGROS MOUNTAINS

Andorra la Vella
Madrid

Lisbon

Rabat
Algiers

El Aaiun

Las Palmas

London

Dublin

Brussels
Paris

Abu Dhabi

Bucharest Tbilisi
Ashkhabad

Baku

Yerevan

Tehran

The Hague

Luxembourg

Berlin

Copenhagen

Riga 

Vilnius

Tallinn

Warsaw

Prague

Moscow

Minsk

Kiev

Kishinev
BratislavaVienna

Budapest

Belgrade   
Sarajevo

Ljubljana

Bern

Oslo Stockholm
Helsinki

Reykjavik

Göteborg

Porto

Belfast

Cardiff

Edinburgh

St-Petersburg

Bilbao

Casablanca

Sevilla

Malaga

Marrakech

Kazan

Samara

Magnitogorsk

Yekaterinburg

Gibraltar

Sevastopol’

Odessa

Omsk

Arkhangel’sk

Murmansk

Barcelona

Al Kuwayt

TURKEY

GREECE

ITALY

Valletta
Rhodes

Alexandria

Cairo

Luxor

EGYPT

RED SEA

MEDITERRANEAN 
SEA

JORDAN

Istanbul

SICILY

MALTA

Kusadasi

Bodrum
Kos

Cannakale

Kastellorizo
Kas

AspendosPerge

Sharm 
el Sheikh

Aqaba

Wadi Rum

Petra

Amman
Madaba

Palermo

Segesta
Selinunte

Trapani
Marsala

Syracuse

Paphos

Troy



+44 (0)20 7752 0000 55

Passage through an Antique Land
M

S Island Sky – Passage through an A
ntique Land

the Great Bittar Lake to the port of 
Suez where we moor overnight.

Day 12 Cairo, Egypt. Today will be a 
long but rewarding day as we make 
an early start for Cairo where we visit 
the famous Egyptian Museum of 
Antiquities with over 120,000 items and 
from which the Pharaohs’ reign of 3000 
years is brought to life. We will see 
the furniture, jewellery, sculptures and 
ornaments culminating in the golden 
hoard of King Tutankhamun. Later we 
will drive to Giza, where the pyramids 
of Chephren and Cheops rise from the 
desert alongside the Great Sphinx.  

Day 13 Luxor, Egypt. From the Red 
Sea port of Safaga, we will drive 
through the desert to Luxor often 
described as the world’s greatest open 
air museum. We will see the ancient 
necropolis of ancient Thebes. See the 
tombs of the Pharaohs in the Valley 
of the Kings, the mortuary temple of 
Queen Hatshepsut and the Colossi 
of Memnon. We will end our day at 
the Temple of Karnak before enjoying 
dinner in a local restaurant.

Day 14 Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. Today 
you have the option of joining a trip 
into the interior of the Sinai Peninsula 
and the lonely desert monastery of 
St Catherine’s, a remarkably spiritual 
oasis located in the biblical land of 
Midian on the site of the burning 
bush at the foot of Mount Sinai. 
Alternatively, explore the seas around 
Sharm el Sheik which are famous for 
their excellent diving, snorkelling and 
coral reefs.

Day 15 Aqaba, Wadi Rum & Petra, 
Jordan. Disembark the MS Island Sky 
this morning and drive to Wadi Rum, 
forever linked with Lawrence of Arabia. 
We will visit the small museum where 
we will learn of the Bedouin culture and 
wildlife of the region before embarking 
our 4x4 wheel drive vehicles for our 
excursion into the desert. We will see 
the Seven Pillars of Wisdom, Alamelah 
inscriptions, ancient rock drawings 
and Siq um Al Tawaqi. Enoy a Bedouin 
lunch before continuing our journey to 
Petra where we transfer to our hotel for 
a two night stay.

Day 16 Petra, Jordan. This morning we 
will explore the breathtaking Nabatean 
City of Petra which was carved out of 
the rose-red sandstone about 2,000 
years ago. We will walk past the 
Obelisk Tomb before walking through 
the Siq, a narrow gorge that leads to 
Petra’s most impressive monument, 
the Treasury, which was carved out of 
the pale reddish sandstone in the 1st 
century B.C. We pass by dozens of 
classical Nabetean ruins and tombs 
known as the street of Facades. Return 
to the hotel for an afternoon at leisure 
or alternatively for the more active 
you can climb the 900 steps to the 
1st century AD monastery with its 
remarkable views over Wadi Araba. 
Tonight we will enjoy a Bedouin dinner 
at ‘Little Petra’ at the ancient site of a 
Nabatean winery.

Day 17 Madaba & Dead Sea, Jordan. 
After breakfast drive to Madaba, home 
of the famous Byzantine mosaics. 
We will see the most significant of 

the city’s treasures, the wonderful 
mosaic map of Palestine on the floor 
of the Church of St George. This map 
which dates from the 6th century 
is hailed as the oldest in existence 
and was depicted for the benefit of 
the pilgrims on their way to the Holy 
Land. We also visit the Church of the 
Apostles and continue to Mount Nebo 
which is believed to be the burial site 
of Moses and the point from where 
he viewed the Holy Land. After a local 
lunch, transfer to our hotel at the 
Dead Sea for an overnight stay.

Day 18 Amman to London. After 
breakfast we will transfer to the airport 
for our scheduled flight to London.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, 14 nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a 
full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, Noble Caledonia Cruise Director, tour manager and guest speaker, two nights 
hotel accommodation in Petra and overnight hotel accommodation at the Dead Sea on 
breakfast only basis, lunch and dinner on days 15 to 17, transfers, port taxes, gratuities to 
crew and whilst on excursions, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions, visas 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Suite CategoryDeck

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard Forward for sole use

Magellan Standard for sole use

Istanbul 
pre-cruise extension

For those wanting to 
spend more time in 
Istanbul you can join 
our extension which 
includes two nights at 

a 4-star hotel on a bed and breakfast 
basis, a half day tour including 
Hagia Sofia, the Blue Mosque and 
Hippodrome, transfers from airport  
to hotel and from the hotel to the  
MS Island Sky.

Twin: £375 per person; single: £575

Giza Aspendos

Alexandria

Petra

Prices
£7295
£7495
£7695
£7995
£8395
£8695
£9195

£10795
£11495
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MS Serenissima
The handsome 107-passenger MS Serenissima began her career as Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian 
coastline and fjords. Extensively renovated in 2003 she was rechristened MS Andrea and began her career as 
a classic cruise ship, and was chartered by Noble Caledonia for a number of years. In spring 2012  
MS Andrea was purchased by our long-standing associates Volga Dream and renamed the MS Serenissima. 
After a thorough renovation and upgrading, the charming MS Serenissima commenced cruise operations in 
April 2013 and we have chartered her for multiple voyages in 2014 and 2015. With her small size she can 
navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships. She appears an impressive sight when 
moored, and is capable of both destination and expedition cruising. 

Your Cabin/Suite 
Accommodating just 107 passengers, the 59 cabins are attractively designed for 
comfort and convenience. All cabins are fully air conditioned with an en-suite 
bathroom with shower and a selection of toiletries in addition to a hairdryer, 
robes and slippers. All cabins come equipped with telephone, flat screen 
television, safety deposit box and other thoughtful appointments. Bottles of still 
and sparkling water are replenished daily. There are eight different grades of 
cabin arranged over five decks, and with the exception of the five inside cabins, 
all staterooms feature either windows or portholes. Because of the very nature 
of the ship, the cabins do vary in shape and size, adding to the vessel’s overall 
charm. Choose from the cosy inside cabins of approx 10 square metres, to the 
sumptuous newly built executive suites of 25 square metres boasting private 
balconies, minibar and all the mod cons. The standard staterooms range in size 
from 10 to 15.5 square metres. The superior staterooms range in size from 11 to 
19.6 square metres. The deluxe staterooms range in size from 15 to 25.4 square 
metres. The junior suites range in size from 20.9 to 21.7 square metres. And the 
owner’s suites are 22.7 square metres. The dedicated inside single cabins range 
in size from 9.9 to 11.52 square metres, and the dedicated standard single cabins 
range in size from  9.9 to 12.7 square metres. 

Your Space 
The facilities onboard include two lounges – 
the larger Andrea Lounge is comfortable and 
spacious and the smaller Harald Lounge is 
more intimate. There is also a small library with 
two computers for internet access and Wi-Fi is 
available at an extra cost throughout the vessel. 
The outside areas really are something special. 
A spacious observation deck allows 360 degree 
views of the passing scenery. From here, step 
down to the lido area with fitness room, Jacuzzi 

and outside bar. The newly built covered seating area at the back of deck 6 is 
ideal for relaxing with a drink in hand. 
Perhaps, one of the best known and loved features of this vessel is its unique 
style. During the major refit in Sweden the then owners commissioned Swedish 
interior designers to create a Gustavian style interior. This bright Swedish 18th 
century influenced, country house style works particularly well on a vessel of this 
vintage, providing intimacy and classic nautical sensibility often lacking in  
larger vessels.
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Please note cabin sizes vary within each category and range from 10 to 26 sqm. 
Please refer to website for sizes of cabin in each category.
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Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant accommodates all guests in one  
sitting. Being on deck 5, it has great views from all tables. The picture 
windows mean the restaurant is light and airy. Breakfast is served 
buffet-style with cooked dishes available and eggs to order by the ship’s 
accomplished chef. Lunch is also served buffet-style with hot and cold 
dishes available. Dinner is served a la carte and is 4 courses, except for 
at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a 6 course affair. Where possible, local 
produce is sourced for an authentic dining experience. A choice of red or 
white wine, beer, soft drinks, and water are included at lunch and dinner.  
In good weather there are al fresco dining facilities available and tea and 
coffee is available from 7am to 11pm in the Andrea Lounge. 

Life Onboard 
The European captain, officers, expedition staff and crew offer a first 
class service and have been selected for their professionalism and caring 
attitudes. The atmosphere onboard is warm and welcoming, and the 
emphasis is not on around the clock entertainment and dining, but  
instead on well-thought out itineraries, relaxation, time spent with  
like-minded passengers and discovery. 
After a day of adventure and exploration, returning to the comfort of  
your sophisticated ship and its friendly crew will be a pleasure.  

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
There are so few ships of this generation still cruising and  
MS Serenissima is a great testament to her present and previous  
owners that they have seen fit to invest considerable sums over the years 
to keep her in top form and complying with the stringent health and safety 
requirements. For added comfort, the vessel features stabilisers. The ship 
has an open bridge policy so during your voyage you will have the chance 
to visit the Captain and Officers. There is a doctor onboard, and staff are 
trained in first aid.

  Deluxe Stateroom   Jacuzzi   Harald Lounge

  Owner’s Suite  Andrea Lounge

  Restaurant
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Summer in the Cities of the Baltic 
A voyage to the islands and cities of the Baltic aboard the MS Serenissima
25th July to 5th August 2014 & 15th to 26th June 2015  

Join us on a voyage of discovery as we explore the eight nations of 
the Baltic. Nations who speak different languages, have a diverse 

culture and cuisine, worship in different churches, yet are united by 
a single sea. Over the centuries, wars and conflicts may have divided 
them, but as always trade has been the great unifier as the Hanseatic 
ports brought wealth and knowledge to the Baltic shores. 

After almost twenty years of operating cruises in the Baltic, we 
believe we have the most perfectly balanced cruise. We start our 
journey in Copenhagen and then continue north for our visit to 
Karlskrona, a charming town in Sweden, famous for being the 
country’s only Baroque city. We view more architectural delights in 
Gdansk, take in the restored Klaipeda, visit Riga and Tallinn before 
enjoying three days in St Petersburg, surely the most endlessly 
fascinating of all Baltic ports. From here we visit the water city of 
Helsinki before returning to Stockholm. 

The Itinerary 
Day 1 London Heathrow or 
Manchester to Copenhagen, 
Denmark. Fly by scheduled 
flight. Arrive this afternoon 
and transfer to the MS 
Serenissima. The remainder of 
the day is at leisure and you 
may wish to explore from our 
central location or enjoy an 
after dinner drink ashore as 
we moor overnight.

Day 2 Copenhagen, Denmark. After 
breakfast we will enjoy a guided tour 
of the city including the Palace of 
Amalienborg (exterior only), the four 
identical Rococo buildings which have 
been the Royal Residence since 1784. 

Also see the Little Mermaid fountain, 
Christiansborg Castle, the Royal 
Theatre and Nyhavn before ending at 
the Tivoli Gardens. We return for lunch 
onboard and the afternoon is free to 
explore at leisure.

Neptune’s Fountain, GdanskWaterfront, Copenhagen

St Petersburg
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Summer is the 
perfect time 
to explore its 
historic shores 
and look back
over its 
colourful 
past from the 
Vikings and the 
Hanseatic era 
to more modern 
day events.

For those that wish to 
spend more time in 
Stockholm you have 
the chance to join our 
two night extension. 

Our stay includes two nights hotel 
accommodation at a centrally located 
hotel and a tour to the Vasa Museum. 
The remainder of your time will be free 
for independent exploration.

Prices per person
Twin/Double: £395 Single: £595
Price includes: Two nights accommodation 
in a central 4 star hotel on a bed and 
breakfast basis, half day tour and lunch, 
transfers from vessel to hotel and from 
hotel to airport, Noble Caledonia Escort.

Stockholm 
post-cruise extension

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 11 nights aboard the MS Serenissima 
on full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner, cruise 
director, tour manager, guest speaker, shore excursions, entrance fees, gratuities to crew 
and whilst on excursions, transfers, port taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions in St Petersburg, visas.
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Cat Prices
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£3895
£4395
£4695
£5095
£5695
£6295
£6295
£4395
£3895
£6995

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy 

Day 3 Karlskrona, Sweden. Today 
we will call into the charming town of 
Karlskrona on the island of Trosso. Its 
unique layout and the well-preserved 
dockyards dating back from the 
17th and 18th century, have placed 
Karlskrona on UNESCO’s prestigious 
World Heritage list. We will have the 
option to explore the area on land, 
including the Maritime Museum and 
Vasa shed from where the Vasa was 
constructed and launched in 1778. 
Alternatively take a boat trip across 
to the Kungsholm Fortress, built 
in 1689 to protect the harbour. We 
will have time to explore the towers 
and also the small botanical garden 
with plants from throughout the 
world collected during the Navy’s 
sea training cruises and returned to 
Kungsholm. 

Day 4 Gdansk, Poland. We have a 
full day in this charming city. This 
old Hanseatic port has been lovingly 
restored and on a morning tour we 
will walk along the cobbled streets 
of the Royal Way in the old quarter 
and visit the Gothic St Mary’s church 
and the 17th century Artus Court. 
This afternoon is free for further 
exploration.

Day 5 Klaipeda, Lithuania. Klaipeda 
is the third largest city in Lithuania 
and a centre for amber jewellery. 
Founded in 1252 by the Teutonic 
Knights of East Prussia, the city was 
annexed by Hitler in 1939 and almost 
destroyed towards the end of World 
War Two. Today we have a choice of 
tours. Either explore old town by foot 
before continuing to the 100 hectare 
Palanga Botanical Park a beautifully 
preserved landscaped garden around 
the 19th century Neo Renaissance 
style mansion containing the 
biggest amber museum in the Baltic. 
Alternatively head to the countryside 
where we will experience village 
life and visit the Memorial Museum 
dedicated to Lithuanians sent to 
Siberia or who fought against the 
Soviets during the Cold War years. 
Return to the ship for lunch and an 
afternoon at sea.

Day 6 Riga, Latvia. We arrive in Riga, 
a beautiful Hanseatic city dating from 
1201, at breakfast time. Riga is one 
of the best preserved cities in the 
Baltic and on a morning walking tour 
we will explore the cobbled streets; 
every corner is an architectural gem, 
reflecting styles from all periods. 

Day 7 Tallinn, Estonia. Observe 
Tallinn’s awe-inspiring city walls and 
fortifications, the narrow medieval 
streets and the gateways which remain 
remarkably well preserved. From 
Dome Hill, see the extraordinary vista 
of domes, spires and gables whilst 
in the main Square we can find the 
oldest pharmacy in Europe.

Days 8 to 10 St Petersburg, Russia. 
We have the luxury of three days 
to explore this most endlessly 
captivating of Russian cities. Join a 
guided city tour, excursion to the 
Peterhof Palace and a tour of the 
fascinating Hermitage Museum. 
For the remainder of your time in 
this wonderful city you can explore 
independently or there will be a 
number of optional excursions 
available. Rest assured, our 
experienced staff onboard will help 
you plan your time ashore to make 
the most of this, the most beautiful of 
all Russian cities. 

Day 11 Helsinki, Finland. Very much 
the water city, we shall moor close to 
the city centre and explore Helsinki. 
Visit the colourful Market Square, the 
President’s Palace and the impressive 
architecture of Senate Square including 
the Lutheran Cathedral of Finland 
and Uspenski Cathedral. We will also 
see the Sibelius Monument and the 
impressive Temppeliaukio – the church 
in the rock. Enjoy lunch onboard and a 
relaxing afternoon at sea.

Day 12 Stockholm, Sweden to 
London Heathrow or Manchester. 
Disembark after breakfast and transfer 
to the airport for your scheduled flight 
to London Heathrow or Manchester.

Tallinn
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Baltic Odyssey
A voyage of discovery from Stockholm to Harwich aboard the MS Serenissima 
5th to 17th August 2014 

Bordered by diverse kingdoms and republics in a relatively contained area, 
the Baltic is perfect for exploration by small ship. The history of the region 

is fascinating, with countries vying for commercial and political influence 
for over a thousand years or more. Summer is the perfect time to explore its 
historic shores and look back over its colourful past from the Vikings and the 
Hanseatic era to more modern day events.

The cities of the Baltic offer a cornucopia of delights. Whether it be the 
grandeur of St Petersburg and its surrounding country estates, the newly 
independent Baltic states and their capitals with marvellously untouched 
medieval quarters, or the sheer delight of Scandinavian ports with their 
colourful architecture and a freshness that is unique to the area. 

Day 1 London Heathrow to Stockholm, 
Sweden. Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive 
this afternoon and transfer to the MS 
Serenissima. Enjoy a welcome briefing 
tonight and we sail during dinner.

Day 2 Helsinki, Finland. Very much 
the water city, we shall moor close to 
the city centre and explore Helsinki. 
Visit the colourful Market Square, the 
President’s Palace and the impressive 
architecture of Senate Square 
including the Lutheran Cathedral of 
Finland and Uspenski Cathedral. We 
will also see the Sibelius Monument 
and the impressive Temppeliaukio – 
the church in the rock.

Days 3 to 5  St Petersburg, Russia. 
We have the luxury of three days 
to explore this most endlessly 

captivating of Russian cities. Join a 
guided city tour, excursion to the 
Peterhof Palace and a tour of the 
fascinating Hermitage Museum. 
For the remainder of your time in 
this wonderful city you can explore 
independently or there will be a 
number of optional excursions 
available. Rest assured, our 
experienced staff onboard will help 
you plan your time ashore to make the 
most of this, the most beautiful of all 
Russian cities.

Day 6 Tallinn, Estonia. Observe 
Tallinn’s awe-inspiring city walls and 
fortifications, the narrow medieval 
streets and the gateways which remain 
remarkably well preserved. From 
Dome Hill, see the extraordinary vista 
of domes, spires and gables whilst 

in the main Square we can find the 
oldest pharmacy in Europe.

Day 7 Riga, Latvia. Enjoy a full day 
in Riga, a beautiful Hanseatic city 
dating from 1201. Riga is one of the 
best preserved in the Baltic and on a 
morning walking tour we will explore 
the cobbled streets; every corner is 
an architectural gem, reflecting styles 
from all periods. The afternoon is free.

Day 8 Klaipeda, Lithuania. Klaipeda is 
the third largest city in Lithuania and 
a centre for amber jewellery. Founded 
in 1252 by the Teutonic Knights of East 
Prussia, the city was annexed by Hitler 
in 1939 and almost destroyed towards 
the end of World War Two. Today 
we have a choice of tours. Either 
explore the old town by foot before 

continuing to the 100 hectare Palanga 
Botanical park a beautifully preserved 
landscaped garden around the 19th 
Century Neo Rennaissance style 
mansion containing the biggest amber 
museum in the Baltic. Alternatively 
head to the countryside where we 
will experience village life and visit 
the Memorial Museum dedicated to 
Lithuanians sent to Siberia or who 
fought against the Soviets during the 
Cold War Years.

Day 9 Gdansk, Poland. Spend the 
morning in this charming city. This 
old Hanseatic port has been lovingly 
restored and on a morning tour we will 
walk along the cobbled streets of the 
Royal Way in the old quarter and visit 
the Gothic St Mary’s church and the 
17th century Artus Court.

The Itinerary 

The Hermitage, St Petersburg
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For those that wish to 
spend more time in 
Stockholm you have 
the chance to join our 
two night extension. 

Our stay includes two nights hotel 
accommodation at a centrally 
located hotel and a tour to the Vasa 
Museum. The remainder of your 
time will be free for independent 
exploration.

Prices per person
Twin/Double: £395 Single: £595
Price includes: Two nights accommodation 
in a central 4 star hotel on a bed and 
breakfast basis, half day tour and lunch, 
transfers from airport to hotel and hotel to 
ship, Noble Caledonia Escort.

M
S Serenissim
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Stockholm 
pre-cruise extension

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 12 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on 
full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, cruise 
director, tour manager, guest speaker, shore excursions, entrance fees, gratuities to crew and 
whilst on excursions, transfers, port taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions in St Petersburg, visas.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£3895
£4395
£4795
£5195
£5895
£6495
£6495
£4395
£3895
£6995

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Day 10 Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Enjoy a morning at sea arriving 
in Copenhagen at lunchtime. We 
will enjoy a guided tour of the city 
including the Palace of Amalienborg 
(exterior only), the four identical 
Rococo buildings which have been 
the Royal Residence since 1784. Also 
see the Little Mermaid fountain, 
Christiansborg Castle, the Royal 
Theatre and Nyhavn before ending at 
the Tivoli Gardens. Return to the ship 
for dinner and sail this evening for the 
Kiel Canal.

Day 11 Kiel Canal. Today we navigate 
the Kiel Canal through Schleswig 
Holstein and we leave the Baltic for 
the North Sea.

Day 12 Amsterdam, Netherlands. 
After a morning at sea arrive in the 
vibrant city of Amsterdam. On our 
afternoon excursion we will take a 
canal cruise through Old Amsterdam 
admiring the city architecture before 
continuing to the incomparable 
Rijksmuseum and her collection of  
old masters.

Day 13 Harwich, UK. Disembark this 
morning. Transfers will be provided to 
London Heathrow airport and London 
King Cross Station departing at a set time.

Helsinki Cathedral

CopenhagenTemppeliaukio

Riga

Gdansk Waterfront
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Secret World of Two Oceans
A voyage through the Panama Canal, the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans aboard the MS Serenissima
20th December 2014 to 4th January 2015

It is thanks to that great engineering feat, the Panama Canal that 
we are able to offer an itinerary such as this. Celebrating its 100th 

anniversary in 2014, we will toast the engineering marvel during our 
daylight transit, the 50-mile passage still continuing to astonish even the 
most veteran of travellers. Our voyage over Christmas and New Year 
begins in Grenada followed by two days spent in the Dutch Antilles, 
these are islands of magnificent natural beauty and offer a relaxing and 
scenic start to our cruise. After a day spent at sea we touch the South 
American mainland with a call at Cartegena, a wonderfully charismatic 
port with fine restored colonial buildings. 

Sailing from the Caribbean Sea through the Panama Canal to the 
Pacific Ocean, our cruise takes us along the coasts and to the islands of 
Costa Rica and Panama, areas of outstanding natural beauty and home 
to countless species of endangered birds from tiny hummingbirds to 
flashy macaws, toucans and woodpeckers. When most people think of 
Panama and Costa Rica, they think of overland travel but not the hours 
which are usually spent traversing rugged roads in order to get around. 
Our voyage offers an easier and more comfortable way to explore 
the region, skipping the arduous, lengthy land travel. Relax on deck 
onboard the MS Serenissima, on your balcony or in one of the lounges 
as we sail between beautiful islands and fascinating ports of call. 

If you have been contemplating a visit to Central America, then this 
fascinating voyage could offer the perfect opportunity with its mix 
of cultural and natural wonders. During our voyage you will enjoy 
swimming, snorkelling and nature walks all overseen by our expert 
onboard team. Some days you will be venturing into national parks 
and conservation areas teeming with wildlife or visiting remote 
communities where locals live following ancient ways of life. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London Gatwick to Barbados. 
Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima in 
the port of Bridgetown and sail this 
evening.

Day 2 Carricou, Grenada. Enjoy a 
relaxing morning at sea arriving at 
Carricou at lunchtime. On an island 
drive this afternoon we will learn about 
the local boat building industry and 
visit the small botanical gardens.

Day 3 St George, Grenada. Arrive 
this morning in St George for our 
exploration of the wonderful Windward 
Island of Grenada, which many regard 
as the most beautiful in the Caribbean. 
It is a lush and verdant island with spice 
plantations, tropical forests, secluded 
coves, nature trails and select hotels 
which cling to the hillsides overlooking 
the ocean. We will enjoy a morning 
exploring the islands and visiting the 
spice gardens and rum estates that 

thrive here. This afternoon is free to 
relax or join us on a local beach.

Day 4 At sea. Relax onboard and 
attend a lecture or two.

Day 5 Bonaire, Dutch Antilles. We 
have a full day today in Bonaire, world 
famous for the variety of its corals, 
fish and exceptionally clear waters. 
We will offer a choice of trips today 
including the Washington Slagbaai 
National Park, created to protect some 
of the Caribbean’s last remaining 
desert habitat. The island’s bird life is 
remarkable including flocks of native 
parrots and in one of the lagoons a 
resident flock of flamingos. Alternatively 
join a scenic tour of Bonaire seeing the 
salt water lagoon at Lake Goto and time 
at Mangazina di Rei cultural park which 
showcases indigenous culture. Finally 
for the snorkellers, weather permitting, 
we hope to be able to offer a visit to 
Klein Bonaire where we can snorkel off 
the beach.

Day 6 Curacao, Dutch Antilles. Arrive 
this Christmas morning into the lively 
port and UNESCO World Heritage 
site of Willemstad. This capital has a 
rich history dating back to the 16th 
century and the island’s colonial 
Dutch heritage sets a genteel tone. 
Explore the historic downtown district 
including Fort Amsterdam or head 
down to one of the local beaches 
to swim and snorkel. We set sail at 
lunchtime and enjoy a festive lunch 
onboard and a relaxing afternoon and 
evening at sea. 

Day 7 At sea. Another full day at sea 
as we make our way to the South 
American mainland. 

Day 8 Cartagena, Colombia. Today 
there is a choice between a walking 
tour of the colonial walled-city of 
Cartagena, virtually surrounded by water 
and steeped in history, with a wealth 
of 16th and 17th century buildings and 
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churches. Alternatively join a boat trip to 
the nearby Rosario Islands at Isla Baru, 
encircled by coral reefs and declared a 
National Natural Park.

Day 9 San Blas Islands, Panama. Visit 
the stunning San Blas Archipelago 
made up of over 400 islands which 
line the north coast of Panama with 
dazzling white sandy beaches set in a 
turquoise sea and superb snorkelling. 
The islands are home to the indigenous 
Kuna Indians who gained self-rule 
from the government of Panama in the 
1920s and maintain their traditional 
way of life including the production of 
colourful fabric art known as ‘molas’.

Day 10 Panama Canal Transit. An 
undisputed destination on the travel 
bucket list has to be the Panama 
Canal. The first attempt to build the 
Canal was made by a French company, 
but ended in failure in 1889. The 
American government eventually 
bought out the French for 40 million 
dollars, and their attempt to build 
the Canal started in 1904. Through 
the efforts of over 80,000 workers and 
the loss of more than 30,000 lives, the 
greatest single construction project 
ever undertaken was completed. The 
project ended in triumph, with the 
Canal opening in 1914, and it is now a 
vital artery of international trade, with 
nearly 14,000 ships travelling through 
it every year. Three sets of locks work 
as water elevators lifting ships to the 
level of Gatun Lake, 85 feet (26 metres) 
above sea level, and later lowering 
them again to sea level on the other 
side. By using the Canal, vessels avoid 
travelling the 14,000 nautical mile 
route through the treacherous Drake 
Passage and around Cape Horn at the 
southernmost tip of South America. 
The Canal is around 50 miles long 
and takes between eight to ten hours 
to cross. Unlike many cruise ships we 
are delighted to be able to guarantee 
a daytime transit allowing us the 
best conditions to experience this 
engineering marvel.

Day 11 Darien, Panama. This morning 
arrive at the wild, rugged and remote 
Darien Province. The Darien Jungle 
is recognised as one of the world’s 
top ten birding sites, and we hope 

to see many bird species such as the 
colourful crimson-collared tanager, 
green and chestnut-fronted macaws, 
rufous-tailed and snow-bellied 
hummingbirds. We will explore this 
pristine, seldom visited area by local 
canoe, navigating up the tidal Mogue 
River to an Embera Indian settlement. 
Untouched by the modern world 
these little known tribes offer a 
fascinating glimpse of an ancient 
world that has changed little since 
Sir Francis Drake was ransacking the 
shore of the Spanish Main.

Day 12 Isla Coiba, Panama. This 
once infamous prison island, now 
a National Park, has reverted to an 
island paradise. This morning we 
explore the 38 tiny surrounding 
islands dotted along the northern 
coast with their amazing beaches and 
coral reefs alive with all manner of 
fish. Later, join our onboard naturalists 
as we explore the main island, which 
boasts some 147 species of birds, and 
walk up to the observation tower. Set 
sail this afternoon and celebrate the 
arrival of New Year onboard as we 
make our way to Costa Rican waters. 

Day 13 Golfo Dulce, Costa Rica. This 
afternoon visit the famous gardens 
at Casa Orquideas (Orchid House), 
see a profusion of over 100 varieties 
of orchids and look out for tanagers, 
parrots and colourful toucans. We 
will also have the opportunity to visit 
the Osa Wildlife Rescue Centre for 
orphaned, injured and displaced 
animals indigenous to the southern 
zone of Costa Rica.

Day 14 Manuel Antonio National 
Park, Costa Rica. From our berth 
in Quepos we travel to the Manuel 
Antonio National Park which is one 
of the most stunning and bio-diverse 
areas of the world. Spread out over 
683 hectares it is filled with diverse 
wildlife, has both primary and 
secondary forests, boasts a stunning 
shoreline ideal for bird watching or 
swimming, and is home to a number 
of endemic species of plants and 
animals. We will make an early start 
this morning to get the best viewing 
of monkeys, vividly coloured birds and 
the lethargic three-toed sloth. 

If you have been 
contemplating a 
visit to Central 
America, then 
this fascinating 
voyage could 
offer the perfect 
opportunity with 
its mix of  
cultural and 
natural wonders.

Day 15 San Jose, Costa Rica to 
London. Disembark this morning in 
Puerto Caldera and transfer to San 
Jose to join our scheduled indirect 
flight to London.

Day 16 London Heathrow.  
Arrive this morning.

Soft expedition: This cruise is not 
classified as an expedition cruise, 
however Zodiac landing craft will be 
used on some days to enable landings 
ashore. On some days we will be 
visiting remote destinations which are 
only accessible by Zodiacs.  

French angelfish

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 14 nights aboard the MS Serenissima 
on a full board basis with house wine and beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner 
onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst on 
excursions, transfers, port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions, visas.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£4795
£5295
£5795
£5995
£6695
£7295
£7295
£5295
£4795
£8495

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Barbados  
pre-cruise extension

Before embarking the  
MS Serenissima  in 
Barbados we will be 
offering the opportunity 
to spend two nights 

relaxing at a four star hotel on the 
island. The extension will include 
transfers and breakfast daily.

Prices per person
Twin/Double: £395 Single: £645

Manuel Antonio National Park
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Lost Islands - Lost Worlds 
A voyage linking two oceans from Costa Rica to Cuba aboard the MS Serenissima
2nd to 19th February 2015 

This voyage has it all; the opportunity to escape the British winter 
to destinations with teeming rainforests, cool cloud forest, sugar-

sand beaches, remarkably diverse landscapes, pristine coral reefs, 
magnificent wildlife and unique ancient Mayan sites. Such diversity 
would be difficult to comprehend exploring in just sixteen nights by 
any other means than a cruise aboard a perfectly sized and suited vessel 
such as the MS Serenissima. Skip the arduous, lengthy land travel 
which a trip to this part of the world often entails and instead relax 
onboard as we deliver to you a new exciting destination each day. 

We set sail from the Pacific, through the Panama Canal into the 
Caribbean Sea for a cruise along the coast and to the islands of Costa 
Rica, Panama, Colombia, Guatemala, Belize, Mexico and Cuba, areas 
of outstanding natural beauty and fascinating culture. We will enjoy 
swimming from some of the pristine beaches, snorkelling, nature walks 
and exploring by Zodiacs. Venture into national parks and conservation 
areas teeming with wildlife and visit remote communities where locals 
live following ancient ways of life. That’s not forgetting what will be 
one of the highlights of the voyage for many, our daylight transit of the 
iconic Panama Canal. 

We will also visit one of the world’s great natural wonders, Belize’s 
Barrier Reef, second in size only to the Great Barrier Reef in 
Australia. We will explore this extraordinary natural site with our 
onboard naturalists and enjoy this marine paradise with its amazingly 
clear waters. But, before the main event of intriguing Mayan sites 
and amazing coral reefs, we have three little known islands to visit, 
Colombia’s San Andres and Isla Providencia together with the 
Honduran island of Roatan. Three beautiful and uncommercialised 
islands that offer a relaxing start to what promises to be an endlessly 
fascinating voyage. We also end on a high note with a visit to Cuba and 
the hubbub of Havana, a fitting finale to such a unique itinerary.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to San Jose, Costa 
Rica. Fly by scheduled indirect flight. 
Arrive this afternoon and transfer 
to the Real Intercontinental Hotel 
(or similar) for an overnight stay. 
Remainder of the day is at leisure.

Day 2 Puerto Caldera, Costa Rica. 
After breakfast in the hotel we enjoy a 
morning tour of San Jose including the 
Gold Museum and Opera House. After 
lunch in a local restaurant we continue 
to Puerto Caldera where we embark 
the MS Serenissima in the afternoon. 
Sail this evening.

Day 3 Golfo Dulce, Costa Rica. This 
morning we will visit the famous 
gardens at Casa Orquideas (Orchid 
House), see a profusion of over 100 
varieties of orchids and look out 
for tanagers, parrots and colourful 
toucans. We will also have the 
opportunity to visit the Osa Wildlife 
Rescue Centre for orphaned, injured 
and displaced animals indigenous to 
the southern zone of Costa Rica.

Day 4 Isla Coiba, Costa Rica. This once 
infamous prison island, now a National 
Park, has reverted to an island paradise. 
We will anchor off the ranger station 
and use our Zodiacs to land on the 
island. Here our onboard naturalists will 
lead some guided walks as we explore 
the main island, which boasts some 
147 species of birds and walk up to the 
observation tower. Alternatively there is 
the option to relax on the beach.

Day 5 Darien, Panama. This morning 
arrive at the wild, rugged and remote 
Darien Province. The Darien Jungle 
is recognised as one of the world’s 
top ten birding sites, and we hope 
to see many bird species such as the 
colourful crimson-collared tanager, 
green and chestnut-fronted macaws, 
rufous-tailed and snow-bellied 
hummingbirds. We will explore this 
pristine, seldom visited area by local 
canoe, navigating up the tidal Mogue 
River to an Embera Indian settlement. 
Untouched by the modern world these 
little known tribes offer a fascinating 
glimpse of an ancient world that 
has changed little since Sir Francis 
Drake was ransacking the shore of the 
Spanish Main.

Day 6 Panama Canal Transit. An 
undisputed destination on the travel 
bucket list has to be the Panama 
Canal. The first attempt to build the 
Canal was made by a French company, 
but ended in failure in 1889. The 
American government eventually 
bought out the French for 40 million 
dollars, and their attempt to build 
the Canal started in 1904. Through 
the efforts of over 80,000 workers and 
the loss of more than 30,000 lives, the 
greatest single construction project 
ever undertaken was completed. The 
project ended in triumph, with the 
Canal opening in 1914, and it is now a 
vital artery of international trade, with 
nearly 14,000 ships travelling through 
it every year. The Canal is around 50 
miles long and takes between eight to 
ten hours to cross. Unlike many cruise 
ships we are planning a daytime transit 
allowing us the best conditions to 
experience this engineering marvel. 

Day 7 San Andres, Colombia. After 
a morning at sea we arrive at San 
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Andres. Due to its location in the far 
south west corner of the Caribbean 
Sea and its relatively undeveloped 
tourism infrastructure, this Colombian-
owned island is not on the usual 
‘cruise run’. The island and its keys 
are very beautiful and we will spend 
the afternoon exploring the island 
seeing the Botanical Gardens and 
West View ecological park with good 
opportunities to see indigenous plants 
and for bird watching.

Day 8 Isla de Providencia, Colombia. 
Often referred to as ‘Old Providence’ in 
English, Providencia is located 50 miles 
north of San Andres. This is another 
beautiful Colombian Island that is little 
known and untouched by the hand of 
tourism. Along with its smaller sister 
island of Santa Catalina, it is enclosed 
by an extensive barrier reef system of 
some 35 km in length, making it one of 
the most significant reefs in the world. 

Day 9 At sea. Sailing along the coast 
of Nicaragua and Honduras.

Day 10 Roatan, Honduras. Continuing 
our quest for hidden islands, we arrive 
at Islas de la Bahia and the island of 
Roatan. It is larger than our previous 
islands yet still possesses that magical 
air of times gone by. The island’s history 
is a turbulent mix of Spanish and British 
colonialism, slave trading, pirates and 
traders. Such infamous characters as 
John Coxen, Ned Low and Blackbeard 

frequented these remote mountainous 
shores. An island tour takes us to the 
far eastern shores where we learn of 
Garifuna people, the native Indians of 
the Caribbean and visit the Carambola 
Botanical Garden where we are 
rewarded with stunning views from an 
outlook at the top.

Day 11 Livingston, Guatemala. 
Surrounded by water and jungle, 
Livingston is a settlement of Garifuna 
people. It can only be reached by boat 
which is just one of the things that 
makes it unique among Guatemalan 
cities. We will transfer onto local boats 
and venture up the Rio Dulce. We 
hope to see pelicans, cormorants and 
herons as we cruise up the river before 
arriving at the Ak’tenamit project, a 
local social development organization 
supporting sustainable tourism. Here 
we will walk the trails viewing birds 
and plants before returning to spend 
time in Livingston itself.

Day 12 Belize City, Belize. We have an 
interesting day ahead as we travel inland 
to the ancient Mayan city of Lamanai 
(translates to ‘submerged crocodile’). 
From the nearby town of Orange Walk 
we board local boats for a wildlife cruise 
through mangroves, wetlands and 
forests. Look out for egrets, herons, 
kingfishers, snail kites and black collared 
hawks as we make our way up river 
past Morelet’s crocodiles. A short walk 
through the jungle brings us to the 
Lamanai Archaeological Reserve with 
its massive pyramids which are in fact 
pyramids built upon pyramids. Local 
guides will tell the story of this site which 
is the only Mayan city known to have 
been inhabited through every age of 
Mayan civilisation.

Day 13 Half Moon Caye, Belize. Sail 
out into the Caribbean Sea during the 
night for a morning in paradise. Here 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, overnight hotel accommodation in San 
Jose on a bed and breakfast basis, 15 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis 
with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner on board, Noble Caledonia  
on board team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and on excursions, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£6995
£7495
£7695
£7895
£8395
£8795
£8795
£7495
£6495

£11995

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

there are reefs for the snorkellers to 
explore, the area was the first area to be 
environmentally protected in 1982 and 
is now part of the larger Belize Barrier 
Reef Reserve System, a World Heritage 
Site of UNESCO. On Half Moon Caye 
there will be the opportunity to visit 
the red footed booby sanctuary, the 
only nesting site in the region, home 
to approximately 4000 of these large, 
somewhat gawky birds.

Day 14 Cozumel for Tulum, Mexico. 
From the island of Cozumel we shall 
travel by boat to mainland Mexico for 
our tour to the Mayan site of Tulum, 
perched 40 feet above the sea on a cliff 
and with its impressive defensive walls 
made it one of the best fortified sites 
of the Maya. It has a fascinating history 
and architecture with the pyramid, El 
Castillo, being the most impressive. 

Day 15 At sea. Enjoy a relaxing day at 
sea as we cross to Cuba. 

Day 16 Havana, Cuba. This morning 
we will discover Habana Vieja (Old 
Havana) which was once enclosed 
within fortified walls. We will explore 
its twisting, cobbled streets that 
lead to beautifully restored Baroque 
churches, castles and palaces and 
visit the 16th century Plaza de Armas, 
the oldest plaza in the city and 
its original administrative centre. 
After lunch we will drive along 
the Malecon, Havana’s seafront 
to Varadero. See the Plaza de la 
Revolucion and the headquarters of 
President Fidel Castro and his Council 
of Ministers. This evening we hope to 
be entertained after dinner by local 
musicians onboard.

Day 17 Havana to London. Disembark 
this morning and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled indirect flight 
to London.

Day 18 London. Arrive this morning.

Panama Canal

Frigate Bird

Isla Coiba

Havana 
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Semi Circumnavigation of Cuba
Discover the hidden Cuba aboard the MS Serenissima
18th February to 2nd March 2015

Cuba pulsates to a rhythm of a bygone age. A kaleidoscope of 
colour in the Caribbean Sea, the island is a visual feast for the 

traveller. Despite a famously controversial political system and a 
humbled economy, the culture, architecture and landscape of the 
country remain as rich as ever. It is fascinating to be transported 
back to the 1930’s but equally captivating is the natural beauty of 
the region. Glorious landscapes, powder white beaches against a 
turquoise sea, delightful people and a lifestyle that is more 1930’s 
than that of today. Very few cars travel the roads through the soft 
and gentle countryside, horse drawn carriages or pedal power are 
the order of the day. This is your chance to step back in time and 
enjoy the beauty of the landscape, the historic cities and take a rest 
from 21st century capitalism.

On our journey through a Caribbean that is off the well trodden 
tourist path we will visit the banana capital of the world, Port 
Antonio in Jamaica, and the isolated Little Cayman, where there 
are more iguanas than humans living. With the MS Serenissima 
as our base, we can enjoy great comfort and excellent food as 
we navigate our way around Cuba, the surrounding islands and 
over to Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. A flexible itinerary 
and knowledgeable onboard team enables us to make the most 
of each day, whether we are landing on remote beaches by 
Zodiac, watching out for wildlife or learning more of the history 
and culture of the places we are visiting. With just over 100 
passengers, we can explore in small groups ashore and enjoy a 
convivial atmosphere onboard.

Our View 
“As large as all the other Caribbean 
islands put together, Cuba stands 
out in many ways from the remaining 
Caribbean Islands. The island is 
hugely varied ranging from the 
mountain peaks of the legendary 
Sierra Maestra to unspoilt beaches, a 
moving history, fantastic buildings and 
dramatic monuments. But perhaps 
most of all it is the friendliness of 
the Cuban people which will leave a 
lasting impression on you. Cuba is the 
island of contrasts: an isolated island 
where soap is scarce but medical care 
is the best in all of Latin America. 
During our voyage we will have the 
opportunity to explore the city of 
Santiago de Cuba, which because 
of its French influence, reminds us 
a little of the laid back atmosphere 
of New Orleans. Cuba is probably 
the island where we will find more 
musical talent than anywhere else in 
the world. We will have the chance 

to discover two historical, but very 
different cities both on the UNESCO 
list for world cultural heritage sites. 
Cienfuegos also known as” the pearl 
of the south” has one of the largest 
concentrations of neo classical 
buildings in the Caribbean. Just 80 km 
away from Cienfuegos we will discover 
Trinidad with its cobblestone streets 
and pastel coloured houses where 
music sounds around every corner. 
Having the chance to explore Cuba 
aboard the MS Serenissima will give us 
the opportunity to discover the third 
largest coral reef on our planet as well 
as the pristine reefs of Punta Frances 
on Isla de Juventud. ”
The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Havana, Cuba. Fly 
by scheduled indirect flight. Arrive 
in Havana in the early afternoon and 
transfer to the MS Serenissima. Moor 
overnight.

Day 2 Havana, Cuba. This morning we 
will discover Habana Vieja (Old Havana) 
which was once enclosed within fortified 
walls. We will explore its twisting, 
cobbled streets that lead to beautifully 
restored Baroque churches, castles and 
palaces and visit the 16th century Plaza 
de Armas, the oldest plaza in the city 
and its original administrative centre. 
Nowhere in the whole of the West Indies 
does the centuries of New World history 
come to life in such a dramatic way as 
in Old Havana. After lunch we will drive 
along the Malecon, Havana’s seafront to 
Varadero. See the Plaza de la Revolucion 
and the headquarters of President Fidel 
Castro and his Council of Ministers. This 
evening we hope to be entertained after 
dinner by local musicians who we will 
invite onboard to perform.

Day 3 Havana, Cuba. This morning 
we will explore Hemingway’s Cuba. 
Visit Ernest Hemingway’s finca in San 
Francisco de Paula and the Ernest 

Little Cayman

Grand Cayman
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, 11 nights aboard the MS Serenissima 
on a full board basis with house wine and beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner 
onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and on 
excursions, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£4995
£5495
£5795
£5995
£6395
£6895
£6895
£5495
£4995
£8795

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Hemingway Museum and later call 
into Cojimar Village, the inspiration 
for ‘The Old Man and the Sea’. We 
will return to the MS Serenissima via 
the fortress offering great views over 
Havana Bay. This afternoon is free for 
independent exploration of Havana 
before we sail in the early evening.

Day 4 Maria La Gorda, Cuba. Enjoy a 
relaxing morning at sea as we cruise 
around the west coast of Cuba and the 
resort of Maria La Gorda. Renowned 
as one of the top diving sites in Cuba 
we will use our Zodiacs to land and 
then offer the chance to snorkel 
amongst the 6,500 varieties of fish, 
sponges and molluscs. Alternatively 
join a nature walk or simply relax on 
the white sand beaches.

Day 5 Isla de Juventud, Cuba. 
Located some 50 miles from Cuba’s 
south coast, this attractive island is 
famous for its beaches, coral reefs and 
densely forested hills. We have the 
morning to enjoy its natural beauty 
as we moor off Punta Frances and 
operate snorkelling and swimming in 
the clear waters. Enjoy an afternoon at 
sea as we sail north to mainland Cuba.

Day 6 Cienfuegos, Cuba. Cienfuegos 
is a laid back maritime city with a 
lazy, tropical atmosphere. In colonial 
times it was known as the ‘Pearl of the 
South’, a name earned from its lovely 
location on a picturesque Caribbean 
bay. Explore the town including a visit 
to the botanical gardens which are 
spread over 90 hectares and include 

Cuba is an 
extraordinary 
place; glorious 
landscapes,
delightful people 
and lifestyle  
that is more 
1930’s than  
that of today.2000 species of plants, the majority 

being exotic.

Day 7 Casilda for Trinidad, Cuba. 
The compact colonial centre of 
Trinidad is one of the most sublime 
in Latin America. The cobbled 
streets, terracotta rooftops and pastel 
coloured houses are a delight. We will 
spend the morning here exploring 
the town and visit either the Romantic 
Museum or the City Museum and also 
hope to visit a bar for a local speciality. 

Day 8 Cruising Jardins de la Reina, 
Cuba. We continue cruising along 
the south coast of Cuba and will pass 
through the the picturesque Jardins 
de la Reina archipelago. The area was 
named by Christopher Columbus to 
honour the Queen of Spain and at 75 
miles long contains the third longest 
barrier reef in the world. The reef 
is home to many species of marine 
fauna and large fish but is famous for 
the shark population. Meanwhile the 
250 islands support crocodiles, turtles 
and iguanas amongst the impassable 
mangrove trees. We will use our ship 
to search for wildlife and launch the 
Zodiacs if an opportunity arises. 

Day 9 Santiago de Cuba, Cuba. This 
morning our tour will commence 
with a panoramic drive through the 
city including stops at the Moncada 
Garrison, which still bears bullet holes 
from Fidel Castro’s attempted coup 
in 1953 and also take in the imposing 
Plaza de la Revolucion. We will also 
drive out of the city through lush 
tropical scenery to the Castillo del 
Morro which guards the entrance to 
the harbour, affording magnificent 
views. In the early afternoon drive out 
to the village of El Cobre to see the 
Virgen de la Caridad in the basilica.

Day 10 Port Antonio, Jamaica. Arrive 
this morning on the north coast of 
Jamaica and the small bustling port of 
Port Antonio renowned as the world’s 
banana capital. We will have a chance 
to explore the town including the 
Musgrave market, Titchfield Hill and 

Trident Castle. For the more active 
there will be a chance to visit the Blue 
Lagoon, one of the legendary beauty 
spots in the world fed by a fresh water 
mineral spring.

Day 11 Little Cayman. After a morning 
at sea we arrive in one of the most 
unspoilt and least developed parts of 
the Caribbean. First discovered in 1503 
by Christopher Columbus the island has 
more iguanas than human  residents 
and is a great place to head for solitude 
and tranquility. We will use our Zodiacs 
to land and have an afternoon to swim 
from the beach or snorkel.

Day 12 Georgetown, Grand Cayman 
to London. Disembark this morning 
and transfer to the airport for your 
scheduled flight to London.

Day 13 London. Arrive this morning.

Soft expedition: This cruise is not 
classified as an expedition cruise, 
however Zodiac landing crafts will 
be used on some days to explore 
coastlines and on some days to land 
on some of the islands which have 
minimal infrastructure. 

Santiago de Cuba

Isla de la Juventud

Trinidad
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Islands of the Azores 
An island hopping adventure in the Azores aboard the MS Serenissima
23rd April to 2nd May 2015

Far out in the Atlantic, some 800 miles from the Portuguese coast, 
the nine islands of the Azores are known for their spectacular 

volcanic scenery, abundant flora and peaceful lifestyle. But, the appeal 
of this remote and unsophisticated archipelago is difficult to define in 
words. If you appreciate dramatic scenery, walking through verdant 
mountain landscapes, exploring islands where time appears to be 
standing still, watching for passing whales and learning about the 
local people and their customs, then this could be the voyage for you.

Join us aboard the MS Serenissima for our island hopping adventure 
which offers a unique and in-depth exploration of this unique and 
beautiful archipelago. With our team of onboard experts we will 
explore the flora and fauna, culture and laid back lifestyles of the 
islands. For those who enjoy spending time at sea we are offering 
the opportunity to remain onboard at the end of our voyage around 
the Azores and cruise back to Lisbon. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Ponta Delgada, Sao 
Miguel. Fly by scheduled flight via 
Lisbon and upon arrival, transfer 
to the MS Serenissima for embarkation. 
Enjoy the remainder of the day at leisure 
as we will be moored overnight.

Day 2 Sao Miguel. Today we will explore 
the Furnas Valley, an enormous valley 
and luxuriant garden in the east of the 
island. This is an area of diverse volcanic 

activity and we will see the famous lake, 
Lagos de Canarios, surrounded by the 
calderas and boiling sulphur pools. 
After a visit to the village of Furnas and 
the botanical gardens we return to the 
vessel this afternoon and set sail for the 
island of Graciosa.

Day 3 Graciosa. Known as the “White 
island”, Graciosa has a gentle rolling 
landcape, dotted with windmills and 
traditional whitewashed houses. Visit 
Furna do Enxofre (‘Cave of Sulphur’), 
a geologically unique phenomenon 
and one of the original examples of the 
volcanic Azores and take the winding 
stairway down to the magnificent 
volcanic cavern and lake. In the 
afternoon enjoy some free time or if the 
weather permits we will use the Zodiacs 
to cruise the cliffs of Baia do Folga or 
around the bird sanctuary islands of 
Praia or Braxio watching for Red-billed 
tern and Grebe. 

Day 4 Flores & Corvo. Named after its 
abundant flora, Flores is often regarded 
as the prettiest of the Azores. A rugged 
terrain island with flowers growing in 
the deep canyons and waterfalls casting 
hues of blues and green as they splash 
down to the sea. Visit the vertical basalt 
cliffs of Rocha do Bordoes, formed by 
the cooling of lava. See a stunning array 
of natural features including calderas, 
fajas, rivers, waterfalls and valleys. This 
afternoon, conditions permitting, visit 
the tiny island of Corvo, comprised of 
one large caldera. Zodiacs will be used 
to reach the island.

Day 5 Faial. Be on deck this morning 
as we sail into the port of Horta. Our 
day begins with an island drive where 
we explore the fairly recent volcanic 
activity at Ponta dos Capelinhos. See 
how a 1957-1958 volcanic eruption 
transformed the area and created a 
new land mass. As we return to the MS 
Serenissima we will see the botanical 
gardens which are devoted to the 
endemic plants of the Azores This 
afternoon we enjoy a walking tour of 
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Horta, including the Scrimshaw Museum 
and Peter Café or you can explore 
independently. 

Day 6 Pico. Explore distinctive Pico, 
home to Portugal’s highest peak 
and numerous black lava flows. The 
UNESCO-designated Lajido Acros 
tells the story of early winemakers and 
we will learn about whaling life in the 
Azores at the Museum of Lajes. 

Day 7 Sao Jorge. This largely 
rural island has many more cattle 
than people and is known for its 
strong cheddar-like cheese. It is of 
geographical interest with its cliff 
shoreline marked with flat fajas 
sweeping to the sea. After visiting the 
charming old world harbour town of 
Velas and a cheese factory, the ship 
cruises the coastline to find a tranquil 
faja where, weather permitting, we 
hope to make a Zodiac landing. 

Day 8 Terceira. This morning explore 
Angra do Heroismo, a charming 
UNESCO heritage town with a distinct 
Mediterranean flavour. Enjoy a walking 
tour that takes in the Misericorda 
church, Convent do Sao Francisco, 
public gardens and museum. In the 
afternoon there will be free time 
to hike to Monte Brasil to see the 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, nine nights aboard the MS Serenissima 
on a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner 
onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew onboard 
and also on excursions, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£3395
£3795
£3995
£4295
£4595
£4895
£4895
£3995
£3595
£6395

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

21st to 23rd April 2015 
Before embarking the 
MS Serenissima in Ponta 
Delgada, we are offering 
a two night extension in 

Lisbon at a centrally located hotel with 
breakfast. The extension also includes 
a panoramic city tour and transfers 
between airport and hotel.

Prices per person
Twin/Double: £395 Single: £545

Lisbon 
pre-cruise extension

2nd to 5th May 2015  
Instead of disembarking the  
MS Serenissima in Ponta Delgada 
we are offering the opportunity to 
remain onboard for the three night 
sailing to Lisbon from where you 
will return to London by scheduled 
flight. The extension includes three 
nights accommodation aboard the 
MS Serenissima on a full board 
basis including house wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and 
dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia 
escort, gratuities to crew onboard 
and transfer to Lisbon airport for 
scheduled return flight to London.

Price per person: £545

Post Cruise  
Sailing Extension 

fortification and view, or relax and 
perhaps wander around the historic 
town.

Day 9 Santa Maria. Today’s planned 
itinerary includes visits to the remote 
settlements of Sao Laurenco and Maia, 
known for vineyards which rise steeply 
up high sea cliffs in terraces. This 
coastline is accentuated by a dramatic 
waterfall, lava tube caves, seabirds 
and marine life. It is the only island 
that is both volcanic and sedimentary. 
Time and conditions permitting the 
MS Serenissima will continue its 
circumnavigation of Santa Maria and 
cruise around the Formigas (or Ant 
Islands), an islet and navigational 
landmark.

Day 10 Ponta Delgada, Sao Miguel 
to London. Disembark after breakfast 
and transfer to the airport for the 
return scheduled flight to London via 
Lisbon. Alternatively stay onboard and 
enjoy three days at sea as we sail to 
Lisbon.

Pico and whale

Sao Jorge

Corvo



70 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Island Hideaways
An exploration of the Channel Islands and Isles of Scilly aboard MS Serenissima
13th to 20th May 2015 

Sometimes, a few days away in a totally different environment is just 
what the doctor ordered, particularly if it does not involve flights. 

Join the charming MS Serenissima in Portsmouth and visit some of the 
most idyllic islands including Sark, Alderney, Tresco, St Martins and 
St Agnes with their crystal clear waters and fine white sandy beaches 
that would not disgrace a Caribbean Island. These unique island 
communities may be close to the mainland yet logistically are not the 
easiest to access especially in seven nights. Whilst we will not be sailing 
long distances during our voyage we will see and experience so much. 
The islands are rich in flora, fauna and cultural history, all of which will 
be brought to life by our onboard team. In the main, we will explore 
these amazing little contained worlds by foot and for garden enthuisasts 
we have included the stunning sub-tropical Abbey Gardens on Tresco. 

The following is an extract from a recent log of a voyage which included 
the gardens: Tresco, Scilly Isles – 2nd July. Breakfast over we headed for 
the Zodiacs, and our first destination – the world famous Abbey Gardens 
at Tresco. The boats skimmed over the glassy sea and shortly we were 
disembarking onto a nice gentle slipway and walking the 15 minutes to 
the gardens, which are (it has to be said) stunning even for those of us 
not so interested in flora. Sheltered by high trees, the gardens become sun 
traps with natural walls made of foliage. Gravel paths wound through the 
beds, past ponds, streams and fountains, over which damsel-flies flitted. 
Pheasants hid in the undergrowth, while gold-finches chased each other 
around the shrubberies.

The MS Serenissima is the perfect small ship for such a venture. A 
maximum of 100 passengers allows us to explore places otherwise 
inaccessible to larger ships and with our nimble Zodiac craft, we can 
land on out of the way coves and be footloose in a way that would be 
totally impractical for larger groups of passengers.

the opportunity to explore the pretty 
quiet lanes or head to the cliffs. If 
weather permits we will run a Zodiac 
cruise around the gannet colonies to 
the south of the island. Over lunch 
we sail to Sark where Zodiac landing 
craft will bring us ashore for a visit to 
the enchanting Seigneury Gardens. 
Horse drawn carriages take us around 
this peaceful traffic free island which 
is alive with the songs of chaffinches, 
skylarks and mistle thrush.

Day 4 Jersey. From our anchorage in 
Jersey enjoy a morning drive viewing 
the magnificent beaches and green 
landscapes before arriving at Samares 
Gardens. Built in 1920 by Sir James 
Knott these gardens include special 
areas for culinary and cosmetic plants as 
well as a “physic” garden of traditional 
medicinal plants along with a rose and 
lavender garden. We also hope to 
visit the Orchid Gardens, where orchid 
varieties are cultivated in a specialized 
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The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth. 
Embark this afternoon. 
Transfers will be 
available from 
Portsmouth Harbour 
station at a fixed time and 
parking is available for those 
choosing to drive.

Day 2 Guernsey & Herm. Arrive this 
morning on Guernsey, the ‘Island of 
Flowers’. There will be the option of a 
walking tour of St Peter Port including 
a visit to Castle Cornet, a 12th century 
battlement which guards the entrance 
to St Peter Port Harbour. Alternatively 
enjoy a panoramic drive during which 
you will see the beautiful coastline 
and beaches and also visit the Little 
Chapel, built in 1914 as a miniature 
version of the famous basilica at 
Lourdes and covered in fragments of 
shattered china. This afternoon we 
are on Herm, just one and a half miles 
long and half a mile wide, the island 
is perfect for exploring on foot. Enjoy 
some free time to explore and perhaps 
take a stroll over to Shell Beach.

Day 3 Alderney & Sark. Sail over 
breakfast to timeless Alderney. Visit 
the island’s only town, St Anne, which 
has all the old-world charm of a 
Normandy village with tiny squares 
and pastel shaded cottages and 
shops. Enjoy a morning at leisure and 

Tresco Herm
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Price Includes: Seven nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house 
wine and beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, expedition team, shore 
excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, transfers, port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£2495
£2895
£3195
£3595
£4095
£4495
£4495
£2895
£2495
£4495

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

greenhouse beautifully appointed with 
flowing streams and little rock gardens. 
Return to the vessel for lunch and enjoy 
a leisurely afternoon at sea as we sail to 
the Isles of Scilly.

Day 5 Tresco & Bryher, Isles of Scilly. 
Arrive this morning in the lovely 
Isles of Scilly. Spend the morning on 
traffic free Tresco, walking its idyllic 
lanes from the beach to the famous 
sub-tropical Abbey Gardens. Defying 
the Atlantic weather, this miracle of 
a garden is the perfect spot for a 
morning’s plant and bird spotting. 
Return to the vessel for lunch and 
in the afternoon we visit Bryher the 
smallest of the inhabited Isles of Scilly. 
Either enjoy time to relax or join our 
naturalists on guided walks as they 
explore the fauna and flora of the 
island.

Day 6 St Martins & St Agnes. This 
morning we visit the northernmost 
island of the group, St Martins. 
We have the morning to explore 
independently or maybe join one 
of our birders on a guided walk or 
climb one of the viewpoints for vistas 
over the islands. Sail over lunch to 
St Agnes, the most south westerly 

Whilst we will 
not be sailing
long distances 
during our 
voyage we 
will see and 
experience so 
much and the 
island’s flora, 
fauna and 
cultural history 
will be brought 
to life by our 
onboard team.

community in the UK. Surrounded 
by rocks and reefs, this delightful 
tiny island is a birdwatcher’s paradise 
and offers marvellous coastal walks. 
The small island of Gugh lies across 
a narrow sandbar and here we find a 
single stone monolith called the ‘Old 
Man of Gugh’ which dates back to the 
Bronze Age.

Day 7 Portland. Arrive this morning 
at the “isle” of Portland. The area’s 
unique geology and its position 
are ideal for a wide variety of birds, 
animals and plant life whilst many 
parts of the island, including the whole 
of the coastline, are designated as 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest. 
We have a choice of excursions 
this morning to either discover the 
fascinating Jurassic Coast visiting 
Chesil Beach and Lulworth Cove or 
alternatively drive to the Abbotsbury 
Subtropical Gardens. Established in 
1765 they cover a 20 acre site filled 
with exotic plants from all over the 
world. From the gardens we visit 
the unique swannery home to 600 
breeding swans.

Day 8 Portsmouth. Disembark this 
morning. A transfer will leave the 

ship for Portsmouth Harbour Railway 
station at a fixed time.

Soft expedition: This cruise is not 
classified as an expedition cruise, 
however Zodiac landing crafts will 
be used on some days to explore 
coastlines and in the Channel Islands 
to transport passengers ashore whilst 
tenders will be used in the Isles of Scilly.

Jersey, Channel Islands
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Baltic Renaissance
A voyage from Britain to the Baltic aboard the MS Serenissima
20th May to 4th June 2015 

If ever there was a sea perfect for exploration by small ship, it 
is the Baltic. Bordered by diverse kingdoms and republics in a 

relatively contained area, it allows us to visit a total of eleven ports 
in ten countries with the added advantage of sailing from the United 
Kingdom, visiting Belgium and transiting the Kiel Canal during a 15 
night voyage. 

If you are contemplating a trip to the Baltic, you will have noticed 
there is no shortage of cruise ships plying the region of varying sizes 
and standards. You can select to join a vessel with many hundreds of 
passengers or join our party of just over 100 fellow travellers. You can 
choose a ship with endless entertainment and impersonal service or 
join us aboard the charming MS Serenissima where peace, high quality 
service and attention to detail are the order of the day. Perhaps most 
important when selecting a cruise though is choosing the one which 
offers the best itinerary for you. After operating voyages in the Baltic 
for over twenty years we believe this in-depth journey around the Baltic 
offers the perfect balance of time to explore cities, towns and islands on 
the included excursions with our excellent local guides combined with 
some time at sea to relax and attend the onboard lectures by our guest 
speakers. A highlight for many will be the fact that we have included 
three days in the magnificent city of St Petersburg, enough time to 
explore the cities many wonders. We also visit some smaller ports 
which the big cruise vessels are unable to access such as the islands of 
Faaborg and Bornholm in Denmark. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth, United Kingdom. 
Embark the MS Serenissima this 
afternoon. Transfers will be provided 
from Portsmouth Harbour train station 
at a fixed time.

Day 2 Bruges, Belgium. Arrive 
this morning in the Belgian port of 
Oostende, our base for our excursion to 
Bruges. Bruges has an illustrious history 
as one of the largest and finest cities 
in Europe. The 15th century Belfry still 
dominates the centre as it did then and 
the Town Hall, St John Hospital and the 
Begijnhof border the narrow canals. We 
will see some of the most important 
monuments and buildings which survive 
from the Middle Ages including the 
Basilica of the Holy Blood, City Hall, the 
Begijnhof, Minnewater and the Belfry 
and the Gothic Church of Our Lady 
which houses Michelangelo’s marble 
Madonna and Child. Return to the 
vessel for lunch and an afternoon at sea.

Day 3 Kiel Canal Transit. After a 
morning at sea we begin our transit 
of the Kiel Canal through Schleswig 
Holstein. This 100km canal was 
built between 1887 and 1895 and 

War Two. Today we have a choice of 
tours. Either explore the old town 
by foot before continuing to the 100 
hectare Palanga Botanical park, a 
beautifully preserved landscaped 
garden around the 19th century 
Neo Renaissance style mansion 
containing the largest amber 
museum in the Baltic. Alternatively 
head to the countryside where we 
will experience village life and visit 
the Memorial Museum dedicated to 
Lithuanians sent to Siberia or who 
fought against the Soviets during 
the Cold War years. Enjoy a relaxing 
afternoon at sea.

Day 8 Riga, Latvia. We arrive in Riga, 
a beautiful Hanseatic city dating from 
1201, at breakfast time. Riga is one of 
the best preserved in the Baltic and on 
a morning walking tour we will explore 
the cobbled streets; every corner is 
an architectural gem, reflecting styles 
from all periods. 

Day 9 Tallinn, Estonia. Observe 
Tallinn’s awe-inspiring city walls and 
fortifications, the narrow Medieval 
streets and the gateways which remain 
remarkably well preserved. From 
Dome Hill, see the extraordinary vista 
of domes, spires and gables whilst 

enlarged between 1907 and 1914 
to accommodate larger naval ships. 
We have the afternoon to enjoy this 
journey from the North Sea to the 
Baltic.

Day 4 Faaborg, Denmark. This 
morning we will cruise through the 
Southern Funen archipelago of islands 
before arriving at our first port in the 
Baltic, the charming town of Faaborg. 
The island of Funen is famous as the 
birthplace of Hans Christian Andersen 
and our morning excursion will include 
a visit to the museum dedicated to 
his honour in the centre of Odense. 
Here we will learn of his life, see some 
original works and books and have 
time to explore the narrow cobbled 
streets and traditional houses of 
Odense. Alternatively join a tour to 
Egeskov Castle, completed in 1554 
and one of the best preserved moat 
castles in Europe. We will explore 
the castle, view the colourful gardens 
and also see one of the largest motor 
collections in Northern Europe in the 
veteran car museum. It is also home 
to “Titania’s Palace” probably the 
most fairytale doll’s house in the world 

which took 15 years to build. Return 
to the vessel for lunch and enjoy the 
afternoon at leisure.

Day 5 Bornholm Island, Denmark. 
After a morning at sea we arrive at the 
port of Ronne. Peaceful and scenic, 
Bornholm Island is a mixture of wheat 
fields, forest and an attractive coast 
dotted with fishing villages. On an 
island drive we will see the famous 12th 
century Osterlars Round Church and 
visit the town of Gudjem where we can 
sample the smoked herring. Also see 
Hammerhaus Castle offering fantastic 
views of the island’s rugged coastline.

Day 6 Gdansk, Poland. This old 
Hanseatic port has been lovingly 
restored and on a morning tour we 
will walk along the cobbled streets of 
the Royal Way in the old quarter and 
visit the Gothic St Mary’s church and 
the 17th century Artus Court. This 
afternoon is free for further exploration.

Day 7 Klaipeda, Lithuania. Klaipeda 
is the third largest city in Lithuania 
and a centre for amber jewellery. 
Founded in 1252 by the Teutonic 
Knights of East Prussia, the city was 
annexed by Hitler in 1939 and almost 
destroyed towards the end of World 

Stockholm
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in the main Square we can find the 
oldest pharmacy in Europe.

Days 10 to 12 St Petersburg, 
Russia. We have the luxury of three 
days to explore this most endlessly 
captivating of Russian cities. Join a 
guided city tour, excursion to the 
Peterhof Palace and a tour of the 
fascinating Hermitage Museum. 
For the remainder of your time in 
this wonderful city you can explore 
independently or there will be a 
number of optional excursions 
available. Rest assured, our 
experienced staff on board will help 
you plan your time ashore to make the 
most of this, the most beautiful of all 
Russian cities. 

Day 13 Helsinki, Finland. Very much 
the water city, we shall moor close to 
the city centre and explore Helsinki. 
Visit the colourful Market Square, the 
President’s Palace and the impressive 
architecture of Senate Square including 
the Lutheran Cathedral of Finland 
and Uspenski Cathedral. We will also 
see the Sibelius Monument and the 
impressive Temppeliaukio – the church 
in the rock. This afternoon is free to 
explore the city at your own pace.

Day 14 Turku, Finland. Arrive this 
morning in Turku, the oldest city in 
Finland. Originally part of Sweden 
it became Finland’s first capital in 
1229 and remained until 1812. On a 
morning tour we will discover Turku 
Castle, the largest in Finland and 
a national treasure. The castle has 
stood guard over the River Aura 
since the 13th century and serves 
as a fascinating museum containing 
hundreds of artefacts. We also see 
the 14th century Cathedral and have 
time to explore the town. After lunch 
onboard enjoy free time to explore 
at leisure or join an excursion to the 
neighbouring island of Ruissalo, 
known for its beautiful oak forests, 
charming 19th century villas, rocky 
outcrops and the fascinating botanical 
gardens. This evening we will enjoy a 
drink on deck as we take advantage of 
the long evenings and sail through the 
20,000 islands of the Turku archipelago 
en-route to Stockholm. 

Day 15 Stockholm, Sweden. We 
enjoy a full day in this most handsome 
of Baltic cities, built on 14 small 
islands among open bays and narrow 
channels. Stockholm’s waterfront 
is alive with boats, from ferries that 
shuttle you around the city to sailboats 
and yachts that cruise out into the 
vast stretches of the Baltic. The 
architectural mix of Medieval with 
modern is wonderful. This morning we 
enjoy a guided city tour which includes 
the Vasa Museum, drive through old 
Stockholm and past the Parliament 
and Royal Palace. This afternoon is 
free to explore independently from 
our central berth.

Day 16 Stockholm to London 
Heathrow or Manchester. Disembark 
after breakfast and transfer to the 
airport for your scheduled flight to 
London Heathrow or Manchester.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flight from Stockholm to London or 
Manchester, 15 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house 
wine and beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia Cruise 
Director, tour manager and guest speaker, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst 
on excursions, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions in St Petersburg, visas. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£4995
£5395
£5695
£5995
£6495
£7095
£7095
£5395
£4995
£8595

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

St Petersburg

Egeskov castle

Gdansk

Helsinki
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Norwegian Coastal Odyssey
A voyage exploring the islands and fjords of Norway aboard the MS Serenissima 
7th to 19th July 2015

Norway is, by anyone’s standards, one of Europe’s most 
beautiful and awe-inspiring countries. Its unhampered 

landscape and pristine wilderness promises to delight those with a 
love for the natural world. Join us aboard the MS Serenissima as we 
voyage along the western coast of this remarkable country which is 
punctuated by seemingly endless beaches, bustling coastal towns, 
fjords of cinematic grandeur and thriving fishing communities. Our 
time spent discovering some of Norway’s most impressive fjords 
from the deck of our small ship promises to astound even the most 
jaded of travellers. Words cannot describe the awe-inspiring scenery 
as we take in views of mountains, glaciers, waterfalls, valleys and 
truly dramatic fjords. Amongst them, Naerofjorden has been included 
on UNESCO’s World Heritage List. A highlight for many will be the 
journey on the Flam Railway, one of the most beautiful railway lines 
in the world and the train journey provides us with views of some of 
Norway’s wildest and most magnificent scenery.

We begin our voyage in the Danish capital of Copenhagen and 
before our exploration of Norway have the added benefit of a 
morning cruising through the beautiful islands off Sweden’s west 
coast with time spent in the quaint yachting town of Marstrand. We 
continue to one of Norway’s best kept secrets, the charming summer 
resort of Lillesand. From here our discovery of the Norwegian 
Fjords begins culminating in the Lofoten Islands, with their many 
small fishing villages set amongst a backdrop of mountainous 
scenery that often experiences snowfall even in the summer. 

Our View 
“Norway is one of those destinations 
which best showcases the advantages of 
small ship cruising. Our voyage aboard 
the MS Serenissima will bring us from 
the Baltic Sea across the Arctic Circle 
via seven Norwegian fjords to Tromso. 
In between we visit quaint towns and 
communities, great fjords, waterfalls, 
glaciers and historical sites that line the 
coast. In addition we will be surrounded 
by wildlife as we view the magnificent 
birdlife in Runde and always hope to 
be escorted between ports by whales. 
There are many ships to choose from 
in Norway but by travelling with just 
100 like minded people we can ensure 
that when we visit, we do not alter the 
atmosphere of the towns and natural 
world with our presence.”

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Copenhagen, 
Denmark. Fly by scheduled  
flight. On arrival transfer to the  
MS Serenissima for embarkation.  
The remainder of the day and evening 
is free to explore and as we will sail 
late tonight there is the opportunity  
to enjoy an after dinner stroll.

Day 2 Marstrand, Sweden. Enjoy 
a morning cruising the beautiful 
archipelago of islands on Sweden’s 
west coast arriving in Marstrand at 
lunchtime. This is a wonderful place to 
spend a relaxing afternoon. Whilst now 
a renowned yachting centre the town 
originates from the 13th century when 
it was a busy trading port. You may wish 
to visit the 18th century Carlsten Fort 
perched above the town and offering 
fantastic views or spend time walking 
through the pretty harbour.

Day 3 Lillesand, Norway. This morning 
we arrive at one of Norway’s best kept 
secrets, the charming summer resort 
of Lillesand. Using our small ship we 
navigate the small islands and skerries 
which dot the coastline making the 
approach to the town from the sea a 
truly memorable sight. Our plan for this 
morning is to have a few hours ashore 
in Lillesand exploring the old town with 
its white clapboard houses and enjoying 
the unique atmosphere of a Norwegian 
summer resort. Return to the ship for 
lunch and a relaxing afternoon at sea.

Day 4 Lysefjord & Stavanger. This 
morning we will cruise Lysefjord, 
measuring 23 miles end to end. We 

will pass by Preikestolen (Priest Rock) 
and Kjerag Mountain, both towering 
above the fjord. This afternoon we 
arrive in Stavanger and have the 
chance to stroll in the small harbour 
with its multi-coloured traditional wood 
buildings. Old Stavanger is a cluster of 
173 small white wooden houses built 
in the 19th century which house craft 
shops, galleries and museums.

Day 5 Hardangerfjord & Rosendal, 
Norway. Arrive this morning at 
Hardangerfjord, the third largest 
fjord in the world, before docking 
at Rosendal. We will drive along the 
fjord towards the small part of the 
Hardangerfjord called Maurangerfjord, 
experiencing the idyllic scenery and 
farms on the way and viewing the 
magnificent Langfoss waterfall. When 
we arrive at the small village of Sundal 
we will walk to Bondhus Lake which is 
surrounded by a fascinating landscape 
of fjords and mountains. After lunch 
onboard we have free time to explore 
the town, maybe visit the 12th century 
Kvinnherad church or see the gardens 
at Barony Rosendal.

Day 6 Sognefjorden & Naerofjorden. 
We spend the day enjoying 
spectacular fjord scenery from aboard 
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the MS Serenissima. Sognefjorden, 
Norway’s longest and deepest fjord 
extends more than 200 kilometres 
inland and is surrounded by three 
national parks. Here we will see 
thundering waterfalls, glacier arms 
stretching down into green valleys 
and many small farms clinging to the 
mountainside. We will continue to 
the UNESCO World Heritage site of 
Naerofjorden, one of the many fjord 
arms of Sognefjord and considered 
one of the most dramatic. 

Day 7 Flam. This morning we will 
embark on one of the most dramatic 
train rides in Europe. The Flam 
Railway is only 20 kilometres long 
but a masterpiece of engineering. 
The train climbs up from sea-level 
to 867 metres during these 20 
kilometres, crossing back and forth 
across rivers and through 20 tunnels. 
To allow you to view the magnificent 
scenery the train will proceed slowly 
and even stop at the Kjosfossen 
waterfall where you may leave the 
train to take a closer look or take 
some pictures. At Vatnahalsen you 
will leave the train and walk from the 
station to the Mountain Hotel. Here 
there will be time to relax and take 
a walk before re-boarding the train 
back to Flam. 

After lunch onboard the afternoon 
is free to spend time relaxing in 
the village or join the excursion 
to Undredal. This small village 
lies in idyllic surroundings by the 
Aurlandsfjord which, until 1988 
depended totally upon boat 
communication. It is a lovely little 
village with a population of 130 
people and some 500 goats. We will 
taste some goat’s cheese, still made 
using traditional methods and also 
visit Scandinavia’s smallest church 
which is still in use.

Day 8 Sunnfjord & Bygstad. Sunnfjord 
lies at the heart of Western Norway 
with its starkly contrasting fjord scenery, 
half way between Bergen and Alesund. 
Its little known fjord arms and gentler 
landscape in harmony with powerful 
and diverse watercourses have left 
their impression on the landscape 
and settlement. Today’s tour will take 
us through this beautiful environment 
with its magnificent waterfalls and 
mountains. We will visit Sunnfjord 
Museum, which provides an insight into 
how life was in Sunnfjord settlements in 
the mid-1800s, before taking a scenic 
drive to the region known as ‘the 
waterfall country’ making various stops 
at waterfalls and small settlements.

Day 9 Nordfjord & Olden. At 
breakfast time we enter Nordfjord 
where we find the very essence of the 
fjord country, with many side fjords, 
waterfalls and lakes. At lunchtime 
we will drop anchor at the village of 
Olden and travel up the beautiful 
Olden Valley. Where the road ends we 
continue on foot to the great cascade 
of water,which rushes from beneath 
the Briksdal Glacier.

Day 10 Runde & Alesund. Be on deck 
early this morning as we cruise by the 
bird cliffs at Runde one of the largest 
nesting cliffs in Norway and home to 
half a million birds. More than 240 
different species have been observed 
here including puffins, gannets, 
razorbills and Northern Fulmar. We 
continue to Alesund recently voted 
the most beautiful town in Norway. It 
is a great place to spend a morning 
exploring the streets with their Art 
Nouveau  buildings or for the more 
active a walk up Mount Aksla taking 
the 418 steps for magnificent views of 
the town, islands and Sunnmore Alps. 
Return to the vessel for lunch as we 
continue our journey north.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, 12 nights aboard the MS Serenissima 
on a full board basis with house wine and beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner 
onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and on 
excursions, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£4495
£4995
£5495
£5995
£6495
£6995
£6995
£4895
£4495
£7895

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Day 11 Torghatten, Bronnoysund 
& Svartissen. This morning Mount 
Torghatten will come into view, one 
of the most famous landmarks on the 
Norwegian coast. A fairly strenuous 
optional walk will take you to the ‘hole’ 
in the mountain which has been eroded 
by the sea. During lunch we will sail 
through Bronnoysund and cruise this 
afternoon, arriving at Svartissen in the 
early evening. We will enjoy an after 
dinner walk to the view the impressive 
Svartissen glacier in the midnight sun.

Day 12 Lofoten Islands & Trollfjorden. 
This morning we arrive in the Lofoten 
Archipelago, an enchanting area of 
picturesque villages with jagged granite 
mountain peaks forming a dramatic 
backdrop. We will have a full day tour 
to explore the village and life of these 
islands. We will disembark in the small 
fishing village of Aa where we will visit 
the local museum before continuing to 
the nearby village of Reine. Our next 
stop will be the village of Sund where 

we will visit the blacksmith famous for 
their forged cormorants. We continue 
to the Viking centre at Borg where we 
enjoy a local lunch before continuing 
to Kabelva where we visit the Lofoten 
museum and Kare Espolin Johnson 
gallery a nationally recognised artist 
who took his inspiration from his life and 
the nature of the area. Our day ends 
in Svolvaer where the ship has sailed 
to meet us. This evening sail through 
the beautiful, narrow and steep sided 
Trollfjorden.

Day 13 Tromso to London.  
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for your scheduled flight 
to London via Oslo.

Soft expedition: This cruise is not 
classified as an expedition cruise, 
however Zodiac landing crafts will 
be used on some days to explore 
coastlines and on some days to land 
on some of the islands which have 
minimal infrastructure. 

Olden

Whale

Flam railway
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Island Hopping in the Mediterranean
A voyage from Oporto to Athens aboard MS Serenissima 
19th to 31st August 2015 

Join us as we visit some unspoiled islands, timeless villages 
and ancient sites during our voyage from Portugal to Greece. 

As well as some must-see sites, we will visit some ports well 
away from the big cruise ships as we make our journey eastwards. 
Taking advantage of the long sunny days, we begin in the charming 
city of Oporto and make our way to the Balearics after exploring 
Lisbon and the historic city of Cartagena. We then sail to Italy and 
explore some of her islands before we end in Athens after exploring 
legendary Ithaca and traversing the Corinth Canal. 

Added to the fascinating itinerary we have the pleasure of cruising 
aboard the MS Serenissima. From time to time we may pass a 
huge cruise liner and at times like this we can be thankful that with 
just over 100 passengers, we are able to visit atmospheric ports 
and villages which the big ships cannot access. Enjoy discovering 
timeless islands with their aura of history, unique island lifestyles 
and spectacular beauty which will capture our hearts as we travel a 
less well trodden path across the Mediterranean.

To be on deck before breakfast as the ship approaches landfall, with 
the sun burning off the early mist is to experience one of the true 
delights of sea travel knowing that you can look forward to a day 
ahead of exploration in good company, with knowledgeable leaders 
and lecturers. 

Our View 
“There are a multitude of ships sailing 
across the Mediterranean but the 
advantages of our small ship can be 
experienced as we visit some of the 
smaller ports which have managed to 
keep big-time tourism at bay. During 
our voyage we visit the Balearic 
Islands, the Italian islands of Sicily, 
Sardinia, the Aeolian Islands and the 
Greek island of Ithaca. Enjoy some 
time at sea sailing through turquoise 
waters, call into charming villages, 
explore some ancient sites and admire 
the beautiful landscapes.” 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Oporto, Portugal. 
Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and sail 
this afternoon.

Day 2 Lisbon, Portugal. Arrive this 
morning and explore Portugal’s 
capital seeing the Gulbenkian 
Museum, Republic Avenue, Rossio 
and Commercial Square. We will 
drive along the Tagus River to the 
Monument to the Discoveries, erected 
in 1960 to mark the 500th anniversary 
of the death of Prince Henrique the 
Navigator and the Belém Tower, an 
elegant Manueline structure, built 
in the middle of the Tagus River. 
It was from this superb tower that 
Portuguese explorers were given a 
rousing send-off. Return to the vessel 
for lunch and an afternoon sailing.

Day 3 At sea. A day of relaxation as 
we sail past the battle site of Trafalgar, 
the Rock of Gibraltar and cruise along 
Spain’s south east coast. Maybe join 
one of the onboard lectures or enjoy a 
book in the library.

Day 4 Cartagena, Spain. At lunchtime 
we will arrive in Spain’s main naval 
port of Cartagena. Enter the deep 
natural harbour through two fortified 
rocky headlands for an afternoon of 
exploration in a historic city that dates 
back to the Phoenicians. The city walls 
remained intact until the 20th century, 
creating a dense historic centre. Take 
the lift or walk up to Concepcio Castle 
for amazing views of the city and 
harbour and later stroll along the tree-
lined harbour promenade. 

Day 5 Ibiza, Spain. With a history dating 
back to the Carthaginians in the sixth 
century this beautiful Balearic Island has 
an undeserved reputation as a ‘party 
island’. The noisy nightlife is restricted to 
limited areas, leaving the majority of the 

Lipari
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island as peaceful and serene. Our visit 
will include the northern tip of the island 
and the enchanting villages of St Joan 
and St Agnes that are surrounded by 
almond and olive groves in the shadows 
of the red earth hills

Day 6 Mahon, Menorca. Most 
northerly of the Balearics and the least 
dedicated to tourism, the island of 
Menorca offers a pastoral countryside, 
historic towns and superb beaches. 
Our morning tour begins in Fornells, 
an old fishing village perched on a 
natural harbour. The oldest quarter 
of the town boasts whitewashed 
houses and a church dedicated to 
Saint Antoni, constructed in 1650. 
Continue to Monte Toro, the island’s 
spiritual centre. The sanctuary of the 
Mother of God of Toro stands proudly 
on the summit of this mount, and a 
community of Franciscan nuns runs 
this sanctuary. See the statue of Jesus 
of the Sacred Heart, whose pedestal 
is dedicated to those Menorcans who 
died during the Moroccan war. Our 
final stop is at Binibeca, which was 
designed in 1972 by the architect 
Antoni Sintes.
 
Day 7 Cagliari, Sardinia. This morning 
enjoy a walking tour of Cagliari, an 
ancient city which dates back to 
the Phoenicians and Romans. Stroll 
around the old town with its narrow 
streets running along a steep hillside. 
See the terraced Piazza del Palazzo 
and the 14th century cathedral of 
St Cecila. After lunch, either relax 
onboard or ashore in Cagliari or join 
the excursion to ruins of Nora which 
are in a lovely setting overlooking 

the sea. Here history can be viewed 
from Bronze Age Nuragic civilisations 
to Roman and Carthaginian in well 
preserved ruins including the remains 
of a Carthaginian warehouse, Roman 
baths with splendid mosaics and a 
theatre, almost completely intact, 
dating from the height of the Empire.

Day 8 Trapani, Sicily. Arrive this 
morning in Sicily, at the port of 
Trapani. Nearby is the town of Erice, 
famed in antiquity for its temple 
dedicated to the goddess of love, the 
Phoenician Astarte, Greek Aphrodite 
or Roman Venus. A tour will take us 
to this stunning site high above the 
sea and to the beautifully preserved 
Medieval town. After a local lunch we 
continue to Segesta to view one of the 
grandest Doric monuments to survive, 
the unfinished temple dating from 424 
B.C. which sits atop a hill. 

Day 9 Lipari & Panarea, Aeolian 
Islands. On Lipari we will find an 
amazing collection of ruins from the 
prehistoric through to the Roman 
period. Lipari town is a thriving 
little place prettily located between 
two harbours. A morning excursion 
includes a visit to the upper town set 
within fortress walls, a drive around 
the volcano followed by a visit to 
the Archaeological Museum with 
its impressive relics from nearby 
excavations. The picturesque island 
of Panarea is popular with Italian 
honeymooners. Take a stroll through 
San Pietro a romantic hidden village 
of white-washed houses, flower-filled 
balconies and narrow lanes and learn 
about the history of the island which is 
thought to have connections with the 
Minoan civilisation. 

Day 10 Taormina, Sicily. From the 
nearby port of Giardini Naxos we will 
visit Taormina, a walled town lying in the 
shadow of Mount Etna, Europe’s highest 
volcano. The town has been a popular 
tourist destination since the 19th century 
and our guided tour will include the 
impressive Greek Theatre from where 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, 12 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a 
full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, Noble 
Caledonia Cruise Director, tour manager and guest speaker, shore excursions, gratuities to 
crew and on excursions, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£3995
£4495
£4895
£5295
£5895
£6495
£6495
£4495
£3995
£7195

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

For those wanting to 
spend more time in 
Athens you can join our 
extension which includes 
two nights at a 4-star 

hotel on a bed and breakfast basis, a 
half day tour including the Acropolis 
and Parthenon with lunch, transfers from 
vessel to hotel and from hotel to airport.

Prices per person
Twin/Double: £395 Single: £545

Athens 
post-cruise extension

there are marvellous views over the 
town and coast.Sail this afternoon.

Day 11 Ithaca, Greece. After a 
morning cruising we arrive at 
lunchtime in one of the most 
legendary of all Greek islands, 
Ithaca. This jewel of the Ionian Sea 
is unspoiled by tourism, yet has a 
fascinating history. Relics date back 
to 4000 B.C. and by Mycenaean times 
it was the capital of a kingdom that 
included surrounding islands and 
part of the Peloponnese coast. It was 
under Odysseus that this kingdom 
reached its zenith, sending 12 ships 
to the Trojan War. From the charming 
port of Vathy we will explore the island 
including the ruins of Stavros and the 
medieval capital of Perachori with its 
Byzantine and Venetian architecture.

Day 12 Itea & Corinth Canal, Greece. 
From our berth at Itea we depart 
on an excursion for the sacred site 
of Delphi, one of Greece’s most 
important sites of antiquity. The ruins 
here are exceptional. We will explore 
the Sanctuary of Apollo, site of the 
sacred Delphic oracle, and walk 
along Delphi’s Sacred Way, visiting 

the Treasury of the Athenians and 
the 5,000-seat theatre dating from 
the fourth century B.C. We sail at 
lunchtime and will arrive for an early 
evening transit of the Corinth Canal. 
We arrive in Athens this evening for an 
overnight mooring.

Day 13 Athens to London. Disembark 
this morning and transfer to the airport 
for our scheduled flight to London. 
Alternatively choose to stay longer 
with our two night Athens extension.

Erice

Lisbon
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Beyond the Towers of Trebizond
An exploration of the Black Sea aboard the MS Serenissima 
7th to 18th September, 18th to 29th September & 29th September to 10th October 2015

The great salt-water Black Sea has seen settlements on its shores 
for nearly 3000 years which along with the wars of the 19th 

and 20th centuries have all greatly influenced the surrounding lands, 
making the Black Sea one of the most fascinating and historically 
rich regions in the world. 

Join us aboard the MS Serenissima as we explore these unique shores. 
From the Golden Horn we will enter the Black Sea and follow the 
Turkish coast to Trabzon (Trebizond). We then cross to Georgia where 
the richness of its culture reflects the influence of Greeks, Byzantines, 
Persians, Turks and Mongols. Georgia’s ‘Golden Age’ reached its 
height between the reigns of David the Builder and his granddaughter 
Queen Tamara in the 11th and 12th centuries.

From Georgia we follow the lovely coastline with its mountain 
backdrop to Russia’s premier resort and spa, Sochi. Here the 
microclimate produces wonderful year round weather and a lush 
countryside. We then cross to the Crimean Peninsula for a day 
of exploration in beautiful Yalta with its magnificent palaces and 
Sevastopol, which until the 1990s was a ‘Closed City’. Staying in the 
Ukraine, our next port will be Odessa, at the mouth of the great River 
Dnieper and finally on to old Nessebur, a delightful Bulgarian town 
with a fascinating history. Our journey ends where it all began, in the 
captivating city of Istanbul.

Such a journey as this would be totally impractical by any means other 
than a cruise. Whether your interest lies in ancient or military history, 
architecture, literature, contemporary politics or just in visiting some 
of the most atmospheric and fascinating places on earth, the Black 
Sea has a lot to offer. Local guides and our onboard guest speaker will 
contribute greatly to our enjoyment and understanding of this intriguing 
corner of the world where East meets West.

B.C. and later became an important 
possession of both Byzantium and 
Genoa. See the Genoese citadel and 
learn more about its Greek and Roman 
past. Sail in the afternoon.

Day 4 Samsun, Turkey. Today we 
will drive inland to Amasya, which 
according to legend was founded 
by the Amazon queen Amasis. The 
setting is beautiful, in a deep narrow 
gorge of the river Iris. From the 
clifftop fortress there are marvellous 
views. See the rock tombs of the 
Pontic kings which were carved into 
the cliff face and later visit the 15th 
century Sultan Beyazit mosque. 
After lunch spend some time in the 
Archaeological Museum before 
returning to the vessel.

Day 5 Trabzon, Turkey. On today’s 
excursion see the church of Aya Sofia 
(1200) and the old town, then travel 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Istanbul, Turkey.  
Fly by scheduled flight. Drive to the 
MS Serenissima and embark.

Day 2 Istanbul, Turkey. Enjoy a 
morning of exploration on a guided 
excursion. See the Blue Mosque, stroll 
through the labyrinth of shops and 
markets in the Grand Bazaar and visit 
Hagia Sofia, the magnificent basilica 
built by the Emperor Justinian in the 
6th century. Return to the ship for 
lunch and sail this afternoon along the 
Bosphorus, heading for the Black Sea.

Day 3 Amasra, Turkey. From the port 
of Bartin in ancient Paphlagonia, we 
drive along the coast to nearby Amasra 
(ancient Sesamus) which is located 
on a headland in between two bays. 
Local guides will lead us through the 
attractive old town which was founded 
by the Milesians in the 6th century 

Blue Mosque, Istanbul
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to the outskirts to visit Ataturk’s lovely 
villa set high on a cliff above the city. 
Continue on through the picturesque 
mountain scenery to Sumela, a 
dramatic Byzantine monastery carved 
out of a sheer rock face.

Day 6 Batumi, Georgia. Spend the 
day in charming Batumi. Our excursion 
will include the ancient Gonio fortress 
dating back to the first century AD, the 
Ethnographic Museum that highlights 
the varied and fascinating history 
of the country and the impressive 
botanical garden “Dendrarium”. We 
will enjoy a traditional lunch before 
enjoying the magnificent Batumi sea 
front and browse through the bustling 
marketplace.

Day 7 Sochi, Russia. We have this 
morning to explore delightful Sochi, 
framed by the Caucasus Mountains and 
famous for its marvellous climate and 
health spas. We will visit Stalin’s Dacha, 
his original summer residence which 
remains intact as it was in Stalin’s time.

Day 8 Yalta, Ukraine. Join a morning 
excursion, which begins with a visit to 
the Chekov House Museum followed 
by a tour of the Lividia Palace, an 
Italian Renaissance style villa built in 
1911 as a summer residence for Tsar 
Nicholas II. It was here that Churchill, 
Stalin and Roosevelt held their Yalta 
Conference in 1945. After lunch 
continue to Alupka, the most exotic of 
all Crimean estates.

Day 9 Sevastopol, Ukraine. A morning 
tour will start at the Panorama Museum 
where the siege of the city in the 
Crimean War comes vividly to life in the 
painted murals. Later drive to the ‘Valley 
of Death’, the site of the ‘Charge of the 
Light Brigade’. In the afternoon there 
will be an excursion to Chersonesus, a 
Greek colony founded in 433 B.C.

Day 10 Odessa, Ukraine. Founded by 
Catherine the Great in 1794 following the 
Russian victory over the Turks, Odessa 
today is a busy port and popular resort. 
On our tour we will see the famous 
Promenade and the Opera House.

M
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Day 11 Nessebur, Bulgaria. After 
a morning at sea we will arrive 
in the ancient town of Nessebur, 
a delightful place to spend an 
afternoon. A guided tour of the 
town will include the 5th century 
Bishopric, the 12th century St 
Stephen’s church and some of the 
traditional-style houses with their 
overhanging first floors above 
winding cobbled lanes.

Day 12 Istanbul to London. 
Disembark this morning and return 
to London by scheduled flight.

The Black Sea 
one of the most 
fascinating and 
historically 
rich regions in 
the world and 
is perfect for 
exploration by 
small ship as we 
circumnavigate 
from Istanbul.

Swallow’s Nest, Ukraine

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 11 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on 
full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, cruise 
director, tour manager, guest speaker, shore excursions, entrance fees, gratuities to crew and 
on excursions, transfers, port taxes, airport taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£4495
£4995
£5495
£5795
£6295
£6995
£6995
£4995
£4495
£7995

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Sumelala Monastery, Trabzon 

Amasra, Turkey

Odessa
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Ancient Wonders of the Classical World
A voyage of discovery from Istanbul to Malta aboard the MS Serenissima 
8th to 18th October 2015 

The seas between Istanbul and Malta offer access to a wealth of 
ancient sites, unspoiled islands and traditional towns. Join us 

in October and take advantage of the cooler temperatures whilst we 
also benefit from avoiding the high season crowds. As we island hop 
through the Aegean, dip into the Mediterranean and cruise through 
the Ionian Sea, our small ship will take us on a voyage through the 
playground of the Greek Gods learning of the myths and legends 
that surround these enchanted islands. 

From Istanbul, one of the world’s most captivating cities, we will 
sail through turquoise waters, call into white washed villages, 
admire rugged landscapes and see some of the Ancient world’s 
most fascinating sites. We have planned the journey to reveal the 
history and legacy of the Greeks, from the emergence of the great 
Minoan and Mycenaean civilisations to the magnificent artistic and 
architectural achievements of the Byzantines. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Istanbul, Turkey. Fly 
by scheduled flight. On arrival transfer 
to our central hotel for a two night 
stay. Meet your fellow travellers at a 
Welcome Dinner this evening.

Day 2 Istanbul, Turkey. This morning 
will be devoted to the sights of old 
Constantinople with visits to the 
Hippodrome and the great Byzantine 
church of Hagia Sophia. The afternoon 
is free to explore at your own pace. 
Maybe look for a bargain in the Grand 
Bazaar, visit the fascinating Basilica 
Cistern or perhaps the excellent 
Mosaic Museum. This evening we will 
enjoy some authentic and delicious 
Turkish cuisine in a local restaurant.

Day 3 Istanbul, Turkey. Our morning 
tour will include a visit to Chora 
Church for the best Byzantine art, 
mosaics and frescoes in the city 
and a visit to the great Theodosian 
walls which protected the city for 
1,000 years. After a local lunch we 
will head to Topkapi Palace with its 
recently restored pavilions, harems 
and treasury. At the end of our tour 
we will drive to the MS Serenissima 

for embarkation. In the early evening 
we sail down the Bosphorus, enjoying 
the all encompassing sights of a 
stunning architectural skyline and 
seemingly endless procession of 
vessels of all sizes.

Day 4 Dikili for Pergamon, Turkey. 
Enjoy a relaxing morning at sea before 
we berth in the port of Dikili. From 
here we will drive inland to Pergamon 
with its splendid acropolis towering 
above the valley of the Caicus River. 
This city built by Alexander’s warring 
generals became one of the cultural 
capitals of antiquity, its library rivalling 
those of Athens and Alexandria. 
Today Pergamon is one of Turkey’s 
finest archaeological sites. We will visit 
the Asclepion, a healing centre from 
the 4th century B.C.,the Temple of 
Asclepios and the amphitheatre. Walk 
through the sacred corridor and down 
the ancient, arcaded, marble-paved 
boulevard. Continue into the town of 
Bergama and visit the Archaeological 
Museum. En route we will see the 
Basilica which was one of the earliest 
of the Seven Churches of Asia Minor. 
Drive up to the Acropolis to see the 
remains of the citadel and the city 
walls, the foundations of the Zeus 
Altar, and the Royal Palace.

Day 5 Kos, Greece. According to 
myth, Kos was the homeland of 
the Giants. The island has given to 
the world Hippocrates, father of 
medicine, Pythagoras, and the 4th 
century painter Apelles. We will drive 
the short distance to the Asklepion, 
the infirmary of Antiquity, which was 

constructed in the 4th century BC. 
Among the ruins are part of the Doric 
Temple of Asklepios, the altar and 
the Stoa which housed the famous 
Hippocrates Medical School. We also 
visit the Roman Odeon and the Casa 
Romana, a large restored Roman style 
villa, with wonderful mosaics. There 
will be some free time this afternoon 
to further explore this delightful island.

Day 6 Rethmynon, Crete, Greece. 
From the port of Rethmynon it is a 
short drive along the coast to Knossos, 

the ancient capital of the great King 
Minos. We will explore the fantastic 
ruins of the ancient palace complex, 
which served as the administrative and 
religious centre for the whole region. 
Return to the ship for lunch and the 
afternoon is free to explore Rethmynon 
independently. You may wish to visit the 
archaeological museum or the Fortezza, 
built by the Venetians for protection. It 
is star shaped with three gates and six 
bastions. In the middle, the church of St 
Nicolo was converted into the Mosque 
of the Sultan Ibrahim Han.Istanbul

Palace of Knossos
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Day 7 Mycenae & Nafplion, Greece. 
Looking out across the translucent 
water of the bay towards the Arcadian 
Mountains, Nafplion’s sheltered 
location below a rocky headland and 
large natural fortress crowned by a 
Venetian castle is perhaps unrivalled 
in Greece. From here we will enjoy 
a scenic drive through the Argos 
Plain, once ruled by Agamemnon, 
conqueror of Troy, to the famous 
citadel of Mycenae. High above the 
confluence of two boulder-strewn 
ravines, Mycenae is entered by way of 
the Lion Gate. Once inside the gate, 
we will explore the Royal Palace, the 
shaft graves and the remains of the 
city walls. An archaeological briefing 
within the Treasury of Artreus (also 
known as the Tomb of Agamemnon) 
will add to our understanding and 
appreciation of the sights. Return to 
the MS Serenissima for lunch and 
enjoy a free afternoon to wander the 
twisting labyrinthine streets and view 
the Venetian and Turkish architecture 
in Nafplion.

Day 8 Gythion, Greece. From our 
berth in picturesque Gythion we 
head north towards Sparta, the 
capital of Laconia and a prominent 
city-state in ancient Greece. However 
our destination today is Mystras a 
remarkably intact Byzantine town that 
once housed a population of 20,000 
people.  Here we visit the Cathedral 
of Agios Dimitrios. On the floor of the 
church is the two- headed eagle, the 
symbol of the Palaeologos Dynasty, 
carved into a plaque. According to 
tradition, this is where Constantine 
XII stepped when he was crowned 

king. Strolling through the narrow 
lanes of the dead city, we will visit the 
Church of Agia Sophia, the Palace 
of the Despots and the Monastery 
of Pantanassa, with its brilliant 
frescoes. Before returning to the 
ship, refreshments will be served at 
the picturesque tavern located just 
beneath the site offering sweeping 
views over the local terrain.

Day 9 Pylos, Greece. From our 
berth in Navarino Bay we will drive 
through the enchanting countryside 
to Methoni and Koroni two of the 
most impressive medieval fortresses in 
Greece. The Venetians built Methoni 
on the Ionian Sea and Koroni on the 
Gulf of Messenia in the 13th century 
to safeguard their newly acquired 
Greek empire. The fortress at Koroni 
encloses a number of whitewashed 
and pastel village houses and a 
flourishing convent. We will return 
to the ship for lunch and a relaxing 
afternoon at sea.

Day 10 Syracuse, Sicily. After a 
morning cruising we arrive in Sicily 
at lunchtime. Enjoy an afternoon at 

Syracuse, a city which once rivalled 
Athens as the largest and most 
beautiful city in the Greek world. 
Our tour will begin with a visit to 
the Archaeological Zone and a well 
preserved spectacular 15,000 seat 
Greek theatre. We then continue to 
the old town to the remains of the 
Temple of Apollo, the Fountain of 
Arethusa and the Temple of Athena 
which is located in the cathedral. We 
remain in our central berth until late 
for anyone who wishes to dine ashore 
or enjoy an after dinner stroll.

Day 11 Valletta, Malta to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled flight 
to London.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, two nights hotel accommodation in Istanbul 
on breakfast only basis, lunch on day 3 and dinner on days 1 and 2, eight nights aboard the  
MS Serenissima on a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and 
dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia Cruise Director, tour manager and guest speaker, shore 
excursions, gratuities to crew and on excursions, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£3295
£3695
£3895
£4095
£4495
£4995
£4995
£3695
£3295
£5995

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

For those wanting to 
spend more time in 
Malta you can join our 
extension which includes 
two nights at the 

Phoenicia Hotel (or similar) on a bed and 
breakfast basis. After disembarkation we 
will enjoy a tour of Valletta and lunch in 
a local restaurant before transferring to 
the hotel. The remainder of your time 
will be free for independent exploration.

Prices per person
Twin/Double: £445 Single: £645

Malta 
post-cruise extension

Pergamon

Nafplion
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Sicily and the Barbary Coast
Circumnavigate Sicily and explore Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco aboard the MS Serenissima 
18th October to 4th November 2015 

Our eighteen day journey combines a week long exploration of 
Sicily followed by a nine night cruise along the North African 

Coast from Tunisia round to Morocco’s Atlantic Coast and the city of 
Casablanca. Our voyage of discovery is ideally timed to take advantage 
of crowd free sites and the cooler weather of North Africa. 

Sicily, is endlessly fascinating and if you have promised yourself that 
one day you will visit this gem of an island, this is the time to go. The 
geography of the island lends itself beautifully to exploration by ship 
as most points of interest are close to the sea. 

Likewise, North Africa’s Barbary Coast is best explored by sea. The 
favourable desert influenced climate has been remarkably kind to 
the historic sites. They provide an unparalleled experience of life in 
classical times, and with the help of our knowledgeable guest speakers 
and local guides the sites are brought vividly back to life. 

century Castello Ursino. This afternoon 
is free for further exploration, maybe 
visit the remains of the Roman 
Amphitheatre or the colourful fish 
market with its picturesque stalls. Sail 
over dinner to Syracuse arriving late 
this evening.

Day 9 Syracuse, Sicily. Syracuse was 
a city which once rivalled Athens 
as the largest and most beautiful 
city in the Greek world. We have 
a choice of tours today. Either visit 
the Archaeological Zone and a well 
preserved Greek theatre with seats 
carved from limestone. Paradise 
Quarry, now an attractive garden and 
orange grove, was the primary source 
of that limestone and is the site of 
the curious ‘Dionysus’ Ear’ – a vast 
grotto with an amplifying resonance. 
Alternatively drive to the Baroque town 
of Noto. The beautiful antique town 
of Noto was built in 1703 and we will 
see numerous 18th century palaces of 
incredible architectural value including 
the Duomo, the Museo Civico and the 
Convento dei Francescani. We enjoy 
lunch onboard and an afternoon at sea 
as we sail to Tunisia.

Day 10 Sousse, Tunisia. After a 
morning at sea we will arrive in Sousse 
for our excursion to El Djem. We will 
explore its great Roman amphitheatre, 
built in the 3rd century A.D. to 
accommodate 35,000 spectators. 
Later, visit the excellent museum with 
its collection of mosaics.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Malta. Fly by 
scheduled flight. Arrive and transfer 
to the MS Serenissima moored in 
Valletta. Enjoy the remainder of the 
day at leisure. Sail this evening.

Day 2 Agrigento, Sicily. Although 
handsome in its own right and awash 
with Medieval atmosphere, Agrigento 
is not our main reason for calling at 
this southern coast port. Close by is 
the Valle dei Templi, a series of Doric 
temples and the most captivating of 
Sicilian Greek remains, a grouping 
unique outside of Greece. 

Day 3 Trapani, Sicily. From our berth in 
Trapani we travel to the nearby town of 
Erice, famed in antiquity for its temple 
dedicated to the goddess of love, the 
Phoenician Astarte, Greek Aphrodite or 
Roman Venus. A tour will take us to this 
stunning site high above the sea and 
to the beautifully preserved Medieval 
town. After a local lunch we continue 
to Segesta to view one of the grandest 
Doric monuments to survive, the 
unfinished temple dating from 424 B.C. 
which sits atop a hill. 

Day 4 Palermo, Sicily. After breakfast 
we tour Palermo, famous for its 
jumbled and picturesque streets 
punctuated with ornate Baroque 
churches, domed Arab mosques and 
the glittering Byzantine mosaics that 
reveal a unique and diverse heritage. 
We visit the impressive 12th-century 
Cathedral and the Palatine Chapel in 
the Norman castle; today the building 
serves as the seat of the Sicilian 
government. The Archaeological 
Museum showcases one of the 
richest collections of Punic and Greek 
art in Italy. This afternoon is free to 
explore independently or perhaps 
join an optional excursion to visit 
the remarkable Medieval mosaics in 
the cathedral at Monreale. We moor 
overnight for anyone wishing to enjoy 
an evening ashore.

Day 5 Cefalu, Sicily. We depart from 
Palermo at breakfast time and enjoy 
a morning at sea before arriving in 
Cefalu at lunchtime. Cefalu is of Greek 
origin; its name, meaning “head,” 
derives from its perch on a precipitous 
rocky headland. An afternoon walking 

tour includes the splendid Norman-
Arab Cathedral, begun in 1131 and 
famous for its mosaics, including a 
superb image of Christ Pantocrator. 
We also visit a Medieval wash-house 
and the Osterio Magno, the 11th-
century residence of King Ruggiero II. 
Enjoy some free time to explore this 
photographic town independently 
before we return to the MS Serenissima.

Day 6 Panarea & Lipari, Aeolian Islands. 
This morning we enjoy the benefit 
of our small ship as we arrive at the 
picturesque island of Panarea. Take a 
stroll through San Pietro, a romantic 
hidden village of white-washed houses, 
flower-filled balconies and narrow lanes 
and learn about the history of the island 
which is thought to have connections 
with the Minoan civilisation. On Lipari 
we will find an amazing collection of 
ruins from the prehistoric through to the 
Roman period. Lipari town is a thriving 
little place prettily located between two 
harbours. Our afternoon tour includes 
a visit to the upper town set within 
fortress walls, a drive around the volcano 
followed by a visit to the Archaeological 
Museum with its impressive relics from 
nearby excavations.

Day 7 Taormina, Sicily. From the 
nearby port of Giardini Naxos we will 
visit magnificent Taormina, a walled 
town lying in the shadow of Mount 
Etna, Europe’s highest volcano. The 
town has been a popular tourist 
destination since the 19th century 
and our guided tour will include the 
impressive Greek Theatre from where 
there are marvellous views over the 
town and coast. Sail this afternoon.

Day 8 Catania, Sicily. We have a full 
day to explore Catania in the shadow 
of Mount Etna. The architecture 
here is particularly impressive but 
a little forbidding being mainly 
constructed from black lava stone. On 
a morning walking tour we will see 
the magnificent Piazza del Duomo, 
a World Heritage Site, St Agatha’s 
Cathedral and the imposing 13th 

Narrow Streets of Tangier

Taormina
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Circumnavigate Sicily and explore Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco aboard the MS Serenissima 
18th October to 4th November 2015 

M
S Serenissim

a –  Sicily and the B
arbary C

oast

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 17 nights aboard the MS Serenissima 
on a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
Noble Caledonia onboard team including guest speaker, shore excursions, gratuities to crew 
and whilst on excursions, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions, visas. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Cabin Description Cat Price
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - single cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

£4495
£4995
£5395
£5795
£6395
£6895
£6895
£4995
£4495
£7995

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Medieval Mosaics of Monreale Cathedral

Cefalu

Day 11 Carthage, Tunisia. From the 
nearby port of Tunis drive to the 
site of Carthage, founded in the 
8th century B.C. See the Phoenician 
remains of Tophet, the sanctuary of 
the gods Tanit and Baal as well as 
some interesting monuments from 
the Roman era. Later, explore the 
Bardo Museum which houses some 
renowned Roman mosaics.

Day 12 Annaba, Algeria. Settlements 
have existed here from Phoenician 
times, but it was Rome that left the 
most powerful legacy and it was 
here that St Augustine chose to live 
out his last years. Known by various 
names over the centuries – Hippo 
Regius, Hippone, Annabe, Bone and 
now Annaba. We will explore the site 
of Hippo Regius, seeing the largest 
and oldest Roman Forum in North 
Africa and the baths dedicated to 
Septimius Severus. There will also be 
an opportunity to see some of this 
charming city which is surrounded by 
hills and has at its heart an elegant 
colonial-period centre.

Day 13 Algiers, Algeria. From our 
berth in Algiers we drive to the 
magnificent coastal site of Tipaza. 
Originally a Carthaginian trading 
centre and vital trading post the site 
contains Phoenician, Roman and 
Byzantine ruins. We have the morning 
to explore the site before continuing 
for lunch in a local restaurant. This 
afternoon we will return to the ship 
via the Tombeau de Cretians and 
Monument to the Martyrs, which 
towers over the botanical gardens and 
down to the port below.

Day 14 At sea. Relax onboard and 
attend a lecture or two.
 
Day 15 Ghazaouet, Algeria. Today, 
we reach the western side of Algeria 
and the port of Ghazaouet located 
close to the border with Morocco. 
From here we drive approximately 50 

miles inland to Tlemcen, an interesting 
and cultured city. Our visit will include 
the 11th century Great Mosque and 
the deconsecrated Sidi Bel Hassan 
Mosque which is now a museum 
containing mosaics, carvings and 
pottery. We will see the panoramic 
views from Plateau of Lalla Setti before 
heading to El Mechouar, a historical 
place which was built as a citadel 
in 1145 before it became the royal 
residence of the Zianide dynasty in the 
13th century.

Day 16 Tangier, Morocco. Having 
passed the Straits of Gibraltar this 
morning we arrive in Tangier, a city 
dating back to the Phoenicians in 
the 7th century B.C. Our guided tour 
will lead through the Medina with 
its narrow alleyways and stepped 
passages to the old citadel. Later, visit 
the Dar el Makhzen, a former palace 
of the sultans and now an excellent 
antiquities museum.

Day 17 Casablanca, Morocco. 
After a morning at sea we arrive 
in Casablanca at lunchtime. This 
afternoon we will drive around 
Casablanca’s most important sights, 
including the Notre Dame Cathedral 
and the Place des Nations. The 
highlight of our tour, however, is a 
visit to the Hassan II Mosque, the 
largest religious monument in the 
world after Mecca. It took 3,300 
traditional Moroccan artisans to create 
the beautiful mosaics, marble floors 
and the splendid wood ceilings. The 
mosque also has the world’s tallest 
minaret, soaring 200 metres above 
the city. Time permitting we will make 
a final stop at the Central Market 
to browse the colourful stalls. Moor 
overnight.

Day 18 Casablanca, Morocco to 
London. Disembark this morning 
and transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London.

Agrigento
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Your Cabin/Suite 
With a maximum of 114 passengers accommodated in 57 spacious outside  
facing suites, the Sea Explorer offers suites across its five decks. Those on the 
lower deck have portholes, the middle two decks have a large picture window 
and the two top decks have patio doors leading on to a private balcony. On 
average the suites measure 245 sq. ft. Each suite affords considerable comfort 
with en-suite bathrooms, large wardrobes and excellent storage. There are mini-
fridges, telephones, satellite televisions and CD/DVD players in each suite. Suites 
feature queen size beds which can be configured into twins or double depending 
on your preference. 

Your Space 
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a lounge, elegant bar, 
library with internet access, fitness room and a single sitting dining room.  
Outside there is a rear sun deck, where passengers can relax in warmer weather 

with shade, a bar, spa pool and 
comfortable deck furniture. 

Your Dining
The single sitting dining room is  
located on Deck 2 and is both spacious 
and light. Breakfast and lunch are 
served buffet style with a selection 
of hot and cold dishes, and fresh 
produce. Dinner is served to your table 
and comprises of four courses with a 
vegetarian option always available. 

Complimentary wine and beer is served with dinner and in good weather there 
will be the opportunity to take your meals on the Sun Deck on deck 5. There is a 
24-hour coffee and tea station with some sweet snacks provided too. 

Sea Explorer
Like her sister ships, our very own MS Island Sky and MS Caledonian Sky, Sea Explorer is one of the 
finest small ships in the world and owing to popular demand of our two flagships, we are delighted to have 
chartered her for a variety of voyages in 2015. The vessel accommodates just 114 passengers, making 
her more akin to a country hotel than a cruise ship. Built in Italy in 1991 and refurbished in 2005 the Sea 
Explorer offers exceptionally spacious and well designed suites, beautifully appointed public areas and the 
highest standards of service and food. Previously named Corinthian II this private yacht-like cruise ship 
is outfitted with the most current navigational and communications technology as well as with retractable 
fin stabilizers for smooth sailing. The vessel is ice strengthened and features a fleet of ten Zodiac inflatable 
craft for forays ashore. 

 Lounge
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Life Onboard 
The atmosphere onboard is focused on 
exploration and discovery with all the creature 
comforts you would expect from a vessel of 
this calibre. The onboard crew of 72 provide 
fine onboard service and the vessel features 
four star amenities. A little music in the 
lounge or bar after dinner, informative talks 
and briefings from the onboard team and of 

course good food, which is created by the highly regarded master chefs. After  
a day ashore you will return to the comfort and peace of a well run and 
exceedingly comfortable ship. The dress policy is casual and comfortable  
for exploration ashore.

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
The vessel carries 114 passengers in comfort and with 72 crew onboard your 
journey will be enhanced by attentive onboard service. Smoking is restricted  
to outside areas and a lift serves all decks. There is a medical centre onboard  
with doctor.

  The Restaurant   The Library   The Club

  Suite  Suite

Sea Explorer

   Jacuzzi
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Island Hopping in Cape Verde
Explore the natural beauty and culture of the Cape Verde archipelago aboard the Sea Explorer
28th March to 7th April 2015 

Join us aboard the wonderfully comfortable Sea Explorer as she 
undertakes an island hopping adventure; exactly the type of 

itinerary that suits her best. Like the Azores but even more remote, 
the Cape Verde Islands are an intriguing archipelago located off the 
coast of Senegal. They are an amazingly varied group of islands that 
have been used as a staging post by mariners through the ages and 
there is truly no better way to explore this region, with its dramatic 
beauty and cultural vibrancy than by small ship, and with the Sea 
Explorer as our base we can island hop with great ease.

Our voyage provides an in-depth exploration of the culture, 
wildlife and lifestyle of the islands, some of which are arid and 
flat with extraordinary beaches and sand dunes contrasting with 
lush mountainous islands. It is a little world of its own, each island 
having a distinct culture and atmosphere and an ideal archipelago 
for small ship cruising. On some islands the infrastructure is 
minimal but with our nimble Zodiacs we are able to land on the 
remotest of islands and explore on foot.

Our in-depth discovery of the Cape Verde archipelago will begin on 
the island of Sao Tiago and from here we will island hop around the 
islands, exploring volcanic landscapes, colonial towns and villages 
and breathtaking beaches. For those who enjoy visiting out of the 
way islands where tourists are a rarity, this is a unique opportunity.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Praia, Sao Tiago. Fly 
by scheduled flight via Lisbon. Arrive 
in the late evening and transfer to the 
Sea Explorer. Moor overnight.

Day 2 Praia. The island of Sao Tiago 
and in particular the busy capital of 
Praia, has a wonderful African feel. 
Today we have a choice of excursions. 
For those who wish to have a relaxing 
morning after the flight we will enjoy 
a free morning before taking an 
afternoon drive to nearby Cidade 
Velha, the old Portuguese capital 
with a rich history. See the fort and 
cathedral which dominate the narrow 
cobbled lanes and stone houses 
which were once the centre of the 
slave trade. We will enjoy a “batuco 
dance” performance and traditional 
coffee before returning to the ship. 
Alternatively a full day excursion will 
visit Cidade Velha and then continue 
into the green interior, climbing the 
steep mountains and enjoying the 
colours as we climb to Rui Vaz where 
we enjoy lunch of local produce in the 
shadow of Pico da Antonia. We will 
see local farms and drive past the only 
water dam in Cape Verde on our way 
back to the ship.

Days 3 & 4 Fogo & Brava. Over 
the next couple of days we will visit 
both Fogo and Brava. Fogo is an 
extraordinary place. Known as the 
‘Mother Island’ it has its own unique 
character and people. It is a volcano 
that rises steeply out of the Atlantic 
and has become an island, the summit 
reaching some 3000 metres. An island 
drive will take us through dramatically 
contrasting areas of fertile valleys that 
are dominated by the massive grey 
volcanic cone of Pico de Fogo. Later, 
call into the main town of Sao Filipe, a 
gracious town of faded grandeur with 
its pretty squares and wide boulevards 
of colonial houses. Here we enjoy 
lunch and listen to local guides talk 

of the eruption of 1995 over local 
wines. Brava is often referred to as the 
‘Secret Island’. It is sometimes mist 
shrouded and the humid conditions 
produce wonderful conditions for 
the flora. It is also one of the most 
mountainous of the islands with 
soaring peaks and deep valleys. There 
will be opportunities here for walkers 
and a tour which will include arguably 
the most beautiful bay in the islands 
at Faja d’Agua with its pretty nearby 
village. The capital of Nova Sintra, 
named after its namesake in Portugal 
is a charming town full of colour from 
the blooming hibiscus, coconut trees 
and bougainvillea.

Day 5 Maio. Spend the day on the tiny 
island of Maio, a peaceful island with 
vast deserted beaches. Due to winds 
and erosion this relatively flat island 
shows little evidence of its volcanic 
past. Today will be a relaxing day 
allowing for time at leisure to walk in 
the sand dunes and along the beach 
next to the capital of Vila do Maio 
with its huge white Baroque church 
and pretty pastel painted houses. Our 
staff onboard will run a series of nature 
walks during the day or alternatively 
just relax.

Day 6 Sal. The island of Sal was 
relatively undeveloped until the 
mid nineteenth century when salt 
export business was developed and 
this morning we will visit one of the 
original sites at Pedra de Lume. We 
will see the saltpans, learn of the salt 
extraction process and even have the 
chance to float in the waters. After 
lunch we have the option to stay 
onboard or transfer to the town of 
Santa Maria for a relaxing afternoon 
swimming from the beaches or 
exploring the local shops for Cape 
Verdean crafts. Sal is also an important 
island for several species of turtle 
and this evening we hope to visit 
one of the hatcheries of loggerhead 
turtles where we will learn from the 
volunteers of the project. Santo Antao 

Santo Antao

Brava Fogo

Maio

Sao Nicolau

CAPE VERDE
ISLANDS

Sal

Sao Tiago

Sao Vincente

Sao Filipe
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Day 7 Sao Nicolau. Sao Nicolau is 
a charming, peaceful and attractive 
island of plantations, small holdings 
and busy farming villages. It also 
has impressive, almost untouched 
mountain scenery, friendly residents 
and lively traditions. On our tour 
we will drive through a spectacular 
landscape towards the historical 
capital Ribeira Brava. Here we will 
discover the lively centre of the island 
which reflects the character of the 
people and learn why Ribeira Brava 
was the bedrock of Cape Verdean 
intellect in the 19th century.

Day 8 Sao Antao. We have a full day 
on the most beautiful of the islands, 
Sao Antao. Driving up the old trading 
route, we pass the volcanic crater 
‘Cova’ with its agricultural plantations 
and enjoy panoramic views of the 
island before arriving in the tiny 
picturesque mountain village of 
Fontainhas on the northern side of 
the island. After lunch in the seaside 
village of Ponta do Sol, we will take 
the coastal road towards the greenest 
valley in the archipelago, the valley of 
Paul. Here we will enjoy a coffee break 
whilst learning about the production 
of sugarcane on the island. Also 
discover ‘Grogue’, the national drink 
of the islands and have a taste of it at 
the oldest traditional Grogue distillery 
of the island. Drive back along the 
coast to the southern side of the island 
and our waiting ship. Moor overnight.

Day 9 Sao Antao & Sao Vincente. 
Leaving the port, the scenery 
becomes more and more volcanic. 
Before approaching the driest part 
of the island we will turn into the 
valley of Ribeira das Patas to see 

the bizarre rock formation volcanic 
eruptions have left behind. Enjoy the 
spectacular view over two valleys at 
Selada de Altomira. On our way back 
we will visit a socio cultural tourism 
and agriculture project and enjoy 
some snacks organised by the project 
itself with local specialties. This 
afternoon we will drive back to the 
harbour and sail the short distance 
to Mindelo, the cultural capital of the 
Cape Verde. The afternoon is free to 
explore the vibrant town and, after 
dinner, we will be entertained by local 
music and capoeira onboard.

Day 10 Sao Vincente. Mindelo is one 
of the most attractive of all Cape 
Verde towns with its colonial buildings, 
cobbled streets, cafes and lively 
restaurants. We will go on a discovery 
tour of the lively markets and the 
secret corners of the harbour town. 
After a coffee break in a typical Cape 
Verdean bar, learn about the life of the 
local artists and their works by visiting 
the national museum of handicraft.

Day 11 Sao Vincente to London. 
Disembark this morning and enjoy a 
panoramic drive through volcanic valleys 
and along the colourful coast as we 
explore Sao Vincente. We will climb 
to the top of the highest mountain 
“Monte Verde” and see the views of the 
harbour and surrounding islands before 
continuing to the ‘Ribeira de Calhau’ 
and learning of the agriculture of the 
island. Our tour ends at the airport 
where we board our specially chartered 
flight to London. Arrive this evening.

Soft expedition: This cruise is not 
classified as an expedition cruise, 
however Zodiac landing crafts will 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel from London to Cape Verde and privately 
chartered flight from Cape Verde to London, 10 nights aboard the Sea Explorer on a full board 
basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble 
Caledonia expedition team, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, transfers, port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa.
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Cat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

£4395
£4695
£4995
£5195
£5495
£5695
£6995
£7595

Like the Azores
but even more
remote, the
Cape Verde
Islands are an
intriguing
archipelago
located off the
coast of Senegal 
and are perfect 
for exploration 
by small ship.

Ilsa Coiba

Lisbon 
pre-cruise extension

For those who would 
like to spend some 
time in Lisbon prior 
to embarking the 
Sea Explorer we have 

arranged a two night extension. Our 
package includes two nights hotel 
accommodation on breakfast only 
basis at a centrally located four star 
hotel, transfers from and to Lisbon 
airport and a half day city tour. 

Twin: £295 per person; single: £395

Santiago

Vulcano Mount Fogo

be used on some days to explore 
coastlines and on some days to land 
on some of the islands which have 
minimal infrastructure. 

Mindelo Bay

Cabin Description
E 

D 

C 

B 

A 

AA 

E 

D 

Suite with portholes

Suite with window

Suite with window

Corner Suite with window

Suite with private balcony

Suite with private balcony

Suite with portholes for sole use

Suite with window for sole use

Deck
2

3

4

4 

Veranda

Penthouse

2

3
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Cape Verde to Casablanca 
Explore Cape Verde, the Western Sahara and Morocco aboard the Sea Explorer  
7th to 22nd April 2015

Like the Azores but even more remote, the Cape Verde Islands 
are an intriguing archipelago located off the coast of Senegal. 

They are an amazingly varied group of islands that have been used 
as a staging post by mariners through the ages. This unique voyage 
aboard the Sea Explorer begins with an in-depth exploration of these 
diverse and beautiful islands before crossing to the African mainland 
and the Western Sahara as we make our way to Casablanca. 

Prior to reaching Casablanca we venture to two little visited places 
along the coast of Western Sahara, Dakhla and Laayoune, which 
both provide a fascinating look into the life and culture of this 
relatively unknown region of the African continent. We continue to 
Morocco and the imperial city of Taroudant and the vibrant walled 
city of Marrakech. 

Our cruise aboard the Sea Explorer promises to be a most memorable 
experience and for those who enjoy visiting out of the way islands 
and ports where tourists are a rarity it is a unique opportunity.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Mindelo, Cape Verde. 
Fly by specially chartered flight. Arrive in 
the late evening and transfer to the Sea 
Explorer. Moor overnight.

Day 2 Mindelo, Sao Vincente. Mindelo 
is one of the most attractive of all 
Cape Verde towns with its colonial 
buildings, cobbled streets, cafes and 
lively restaurants. We will go on a 
discovery tour of the lively markets 
and the secret corners of the harbour 
town. After a coffee break in a typical 
Cape Verdean bar, learn about the 

Sao Antao

Brava Fogo

Maio

CAPE VERDE
ISLANDS

Sal

Sao Tiago

Sao Vincente

Casablanca

Marrakesh

Safi

Dakhla

MOROCCO

WESTERN 
SAHARA

MAP NOT 
TO SCALE

Agadir

El Marsa
Laayoune

we pass the volcanic crater “Cova” 
with its agricultural plantations and 
enjoy panoramic views of the island 
before arriving in the tiny picturesque 
mountain village of Fontainhas on the 
northern side of the island. After lunch 
in the seaside village of Ponta do Sol, 
we will take the coastal road towards 
the greenest valley in the archipelago, 
the valley of Paul where we will enjoy a 
coffee break while learning about the 
production of sugarcane on the island. 
Also discover ‘Grogue’, the national 
drink of the islands and have a taste 
of it at the oldest traditional Grogue 
distillery of the island. Drive back 
along the coast to the southern side of 
the island and our waiting ship. 

Days 4 & 5 Fogo & Brava. Over 
the next couple of days we will visit 
both Fogo and Brava. Fogo is an 
extraordinary place. Known as the 
‘Mother Island’ it has its own unique 
character and people. It’s a volcano 

life of the local artists and their works 
by visiting the national museum of 
handicraft. In the afternoon you have 
the chance to either relax onboard or 
walk into town and explore the local 
markets further. After dinner, we will 
be entertained by local music and 
capoeira onboard. Moor overnight.

Day 3 Porto Novo, Sao Antao. We 
sail the short distance to Sao Antao 
over breakfast. We then have a full day 
on the most beautiful of the islands. 
Driving up the old trading route, 

that rises steeply out of the Atlantic 
and has become an island, the summit 
reaching some 3000 metres. An island 
drive will take us through dramatically 
contrasting areas of fertile valleys that 
are dominated by the massive grey 
volcanic cone of Pico de Fogo. Later, 
call into the main town of Sao Filipe, a 
gracious town of faded grandeur with 
its pretty squares and wide boulevards 
of colonial houses. Here we enjoy 
lunch and listen to local guides stories 
of the eruption of 1995 over local 
wines. Brava is often referred to as the 
‘Secret Island’. It is sometimes mist 
shrouded and the humid conditions 
produce wonderful conditions for 
the flora. It is also one of the most 
mountainous of the islands with 
soaring peaks and deep valleys. There 
will be opportunities here for walkers 
and a tour which will include arguably 
the most beautiful bay in the islands 
at Faja d’Agua with its pretty nearby 
village. The capital of Nova Sintra, 
named after its namesake in Portugal 
is a charming town full of colour from 
the blooming hibiscus, coconut trees 
and bougainvillea.

Day 6 Praia, Sao Tiago. The island 
of Sao Tiago and in particular the 
busy capital of Praia, has a wonderful 
African feel. Today we have a choice of 
excursion. You can choose to enjoy a 
morning tour to Cidade Velha, the old 
Portuguese capital with a rich history. 
See the fort and Cathedral which 
dominate the narrow cobbled lanes 
and stone houses which were once the 
centre of the slave trade. We will also 
enjoy a “batuco dance” performance 
before returning to the ship for 
lunch and an afternoon at leisure. 
Alternatively a full day excursion will 
visit Cidade Velha and then continue 
into the green interior, climbing the 
steep mountains and enjoying the 
colours as we climb to Rui Vaz where 
we enjoy lunch of local produce in the 

MarrakechDakhla, Western Sahara
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shadow of Pico da Antonia. We will 
see local farms and drive past the only 
water dam in Cape Verde on our way 
back to the ship.

Day 7 Maio. Spend the day on the tiny 
island of Maio, a peaceful island with 
vast deserted beaches. Due to winds 
and erosion, this relatively flat island 
shows little evidence of its volcanic past. 
Today will be a relaxing day allowing 
time at leisure to walk in the sand 
dunes and along the beach next to the 
capital of Vila do Maio with its huge 
white Baroque church and pretty pastel 
painted houses. Our staff onboard will 
run a series of nature walks.

Day 8 Palmeira, Sal. The island of 
Sal was relatively undeveloped until 
the mid nineteenth century when the 
salt export business was developed 
and this morning we will visit one of 
the original sites at Pedra de Lume. 
We will see the saltpans, learn of the 
salt extraction process and even have 
the chance to float in the waters. 
Return to the vessel for lunch and this 
afternoon you have the chance to 
relax onboard or join our transfer to 
the town of Santa Maria for a relaxing 
afternoon swimming from the beaches 
or exploring the local shops for Cape 
Verdean crafts. Sal is also an important 
island for several species of turtle and 
this evening we hope to visit one of 
the hatcheries of loggerhead turtles. 
We will learn from the volunteers of 
the project and hopefully see some of 
the hatchlings take to the water for the 
first time.

Days 9 & 10 At sea. Relax onboard 
during our two days at sea en-route to 
West Africa.

Day 11 Dakhla, Western Sahara. We 
arrive this morning on the African 
continent in Dakhla in the far south of 
Western Sahara. The town occupies a 
long peninsula which juts out into the 
Atlantic. On our morning ashore we 
explore the old Spanish lighthouse 
and prison before continuing past 
stunning sand dunes to the friendly 
town with its white-washed houses. 
Here we will have time to explore 
the market which is well off the usual 
tourist route. Return to the vessel for 
lunch and sail this afternoon.

Day 12 El Marsa for Laayoune. From 
the port of El Marsa drive across the 
sand dunes to the city of Laayoune. 
There are not many travellers who 
can boast of a visit to the territory of 
Western Sahara. Mostly consisting 
of flat desert it is one of the least 
populated regions in the world. 
Surprisingly, it makes for a really 
interesting afternoon as we take in the 
unique Spanish-Saharan architecture 
in the old town, visit the Roman 
catholic church and see the food and 
artisan markets.

Day 13 At sea. 

Day 14 Agadir, Morocco. This 
morning we arrive in southern 
Morocco in the vast bay of Agadir. Our 
drive through the fertile Souss valley 
takes us to the gold, pink and orange 

tinted imperial city of Taroudant, a 
past capital of the Saadian dynasty. 
Explore the medina with its souks and 
climb the red ramparts, ending with 
a visit to the Assarag and Tamaklotte 
Squares. After a local lunch we return 
to the vessel. For those who prefer 
to stay in Agadir a shuttle will be set 
up to visit the local beaches. Sail this 
evening.

Day 15 Safi for Marrakech. From our 
berth at Safi we will drive to the foot 
of the Atlas Mountains to the walled 
oasis city of Marrakech. On a guided 
stroll we explore the old quarter where 
there is an almost biblical feeling as 
you encounter ancient customs and 
come across sudden beauty. It is no 
wonder that it has appealed to artists 

Price Includes: Specially chartered flight from London to Mindelo, economy class scheduled 
flight from Casablanca to London, 15 nights aboard the Sea Explorer on a full board basis 
including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble 
Caledonia onboard team, transfers, port taxes, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Cat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

£5895
£6195
£6495
£6795
£6995
£7295
£9395
£9895

through the ages. We will see the 
Koutoubia Minaret and the ramparts 
and Marjorelle gardens before 
enjoying a local lunch. This afternoon 
we have time to explore the labyrinth 
of streets that make up the souk and 
the heart of Marrakech at the Djemma 
el Fnaa. Return to the vessel this 
evening and sail tonight.

Day 16 Casablanca to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for your scheduled 
indirect flight to London.

NB. Please note that on some islands 
the infrastructure is minimal so it 
may be necessary to use our nimble 
Zodiacs to make landings. 

Santo Antao

Moroccan spices 

Laayoune sand dunes
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Sometimes, a few days away in a totally different environment is 
just what the doctor ordered, particularly if it does not involve 

flights. Whilst most of us promise ourselves that one day we will 
see more of our homleand, the thought of tedious journeys along 
busy roads often leads us to distant shores when some of the most 
picturesque and beautiful places in the world are right on our 
doorstep. Join us aboard the charming Sea Explorer in Portsmouth 
and visit some of the most idyllic islands including Sark, Alderney, 
Tresco, St Martins and St Agnes with their crystal clear waters 
and fine white sandy beaches that would not disgrace a Caribbean 
Island. In addition we visit the islands of Bryher and Herm which 
are rarely visited and almost never included on cruise schedules. 

We will explore on foot amazing little contained worlds as well 
as the stunning sub-tropical Abbey Gardens on Tresco. The Sea 
Explorer is the perfect small ship for such a venture. With a 
maximum of 114 passengers we are able to explore places otherwise 
inaccessible to larger ships and with our nimble Zodiac craft, we can 
land on out of the way coves and be footloose in a way that would 
be totally impractical for larger groups of passengers. 

Whether you are an avid gardener, birdwatcher, amateur historian or 
simply enjoy sailing past some enchanting islands, this could be the 
perfect cruise for you. With many years of experience in designing 
trips to the hidden corners of our remotest places, each year we still 
discover something new. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth. 
Embark this afternoon. 
Transfers will be  
provided from Portsmouth 
Harbour Railway station at 
a fixed time. Alternatively 
parking is available  
at the port. Sail this evening.

Day 2 Guernsey & Herm, Channel 
Islands. Arrive this morning on 
Guernsey, the ‘Island of Flowers’. 
There will be the option of a walking 
tour of St Peter Port including a visit 
to Castle Cornet, a 12th century 
battlement which guards the entrance 
to St Peter Port Harbour. Alternatively 
enjoy a panoramic drive during which 
we will see the beautiful coastline 
and beaches and also visit the Little 
Chapel, built in 1914 as a miniature 
version of the famous basilica at 
Lourdes and covered in fragments of 
shattered china. This afternoon we 
are on Herm, just one and a half miles 
long and half a mile wide, Herm is 
perfect for exploring on foot. You will 
have free time to explore and perhaps 
take a stroll over to Shell Beach.

Day 3 Sark & Alderney, Channel 
Islands. Over breakfast we sail 
to Sark which until recently was 
Europe’s last feudal estate. Zodiac 
landing craft bring us ashore for a 
visit to the enchanting Seigneury 
Gardens. Horse drawn carriages take 
us around this peaceful traffic free 
island which is alive with the songs of 
chaffinches, skylarks and mistle thrush. 
At lunchtime we sail to timeless 

Alderney. Visit the island’s only town, 
St Anne, which has all the old-world 
charm of a Normandy village with tiny 
squares and pastel shaded cottages 
and shops. Enjoy a free afternoon 
walking along the pretty quiet lanes 
or heading to the cliffs. If weather 
permits we will run a Zodiac cruise 
around the gannets colonies to the 
south of the island.

Day 4 Tresco & Bryher, Isles of Scilly. 
Spend the morning on traffic free 
Tresco, walking its idyllic lanes from the 
beach to the famous sub-tropical Abbey 
Gardens. Defying the Atlantic weather, 
this miracle of a garden is the perfect 
spot for a morning of plant and bird 
spotting. Return to the Sea Explorer 
for lunch and in the afternoon we visit 
Bryher the smallest of the inhabited 
Isles of Scilly. Either enjoy time to relax 
exploring independently or join our 
naturalists on guided walks as they 
explore the fauna and flora of the island.

Day 5 St Martins & St Mary’s, Isles 
of Scilly. This morning we visit the 
northernmost island of the group, 
St Martins. We have the morning to 
explore independently or maybe join 
one of our birders on a guided walk 
or climb to one of the viewpoints 
for vistas over the islands. Our 

Spring in the Isles 
A cruise to the Channel Islands and Isles of Scilly aboard the Sea Explorer
27th April to 3rd May 2015 

St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly

Ringed Plover, St Martin’s, Isles of Scilly
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exploration of the islands continues 
with an afternoon on St Mary’s and 
the quaint capital of Hugh Town. You 
have a chance to wander around the 
charming town, visit the local museum 
or walk one of the coastal trails.

Day 6 St Agnes, Isles of Scilly. Spend 
the morning on St Agnes, the most 
south westerly community in the UK. 
Surrounded by rocks and reefs, this 
delightful tiny island offers marvellous 
coastal walks. The small island of 
Gugh lies across a narrow sandbar and 
here we find a single stone monolith 
called the ‘Old Man of Gugh’ which 

dates back to the Bronze Age. Enjoy a 
relaxing afternoon at sea as we return 
to Portsmouth.

Day 7 Portsmouth. Disembark this 
morning. Transfers will be provided to 
Portsmouth Harbour train station at a 
fixed time.

Soft expedition: This cruise is not 
classified as an expedition cruise, 
however Zodiac landing crafts will 
be used on some days to explore 
coastlines and in the Channel Islands 
to transport passengers ashore whilst 
tenders will be used in the Isles of Scilly.

Sea Explorer – Spring in the Isles 

Tresco Abbey Gardens

Zodiac at Sark

Grey seal

A cruise to the Channel Islands and Isles of Scilly aboard the Sea Explorer
27th April to 3rd May 2015 

Price Includes: Six nights aboard the Sea Explorer on a full board basis including wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard 
team, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, transfers, port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Cat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

£2295
£2495
£2795
£2995
£3395
£3595
£3695
£3995
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The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth. Embark this 
afternoon. Transfers will be provided 
from Portsmouth Harbour Railway 
station at a fixed time. Sail this 
evening for the Channel Islands.

Day 2 Guernsey and Sark, Channel 
Islands. Arrive this morning on 
Guernsey, the ‘Island of Flowers’. There 
will be the option of a walking tour of 
St Peter Port including a visit to Castle 
Cornet, a 12th century battlement 
which guards the entrance to St Peter 
Port Harbour. Alternatively enjoy a 
panoramic drive during which we will 
see the beautiful coastline and beaches 
and also visit the Little Chapel, built 
in 1914 as a miniature version of the 
famous basilica at Lourdes and covered 
in fragments of shattered china. Over 
lunch we sail to Sark where Zodiac craft 
will bring us ashore for a visit to the 
enchanting Seigneury Gardens. Horse 
drawn carriages take us around this 
peaceful traffic free island which is alive 
with the songs of chaffinches, skylarks 
and mistle thrush.

Day 3 Tresco & St Agnes, Isles of 
Scilly. Spend the morning on traffic 
free Tresco, walking its idyllic lanes 
from the beach to the famous sub-
tropical Abbey Gardens. Defying 
the Atlantic weather, this miracle of 
a garden is the perfect spot for a 
morning of plant and bird spotting. 
Sail over lunch to St Agnes, the most 
south westerly community in the UK. 
Surrounded by rocks and reefs, this 
delightful tiny island offers marvellous 
coastal walks. The small island of 
Gugh lies across a narrow sandbar and 
here we find a single stone monolith 
called the ‘Old Man of Gugh’ which 
dates back to the Bronze Age.

During our 
voyage, 
the sheer 
diversity of the 
landscapes and 
lifestyles will 
amaze you as 
will the spirit 
and warmth 
of the small 
communities we 
will encounter. 

Puffin

This expedition voyage will appeal to those who wish to visit some 
of the remotest and inaccessible islands in England, Scotland and 

Ireland. This is a truly unique voyage visiting as it does the remarkable 
islands on the edge of the British Isles with only one non-island call 
during our nine night voyage; such is the advantage of having a self 
sufficient vessel with the qualities of the Sea Explorer. 

We will sail from Portsmouth and during our cruise visit both  
inhabited and uninhabited islands and places of great natural beauty, 
rich in wildlife and mystical history. We have also included a number of 
gardens which given the timing of our cruise will be coming into bloom 
from the Isles of Scilly to the Hebrides and for keen birders there are 
numerous highlights including sailing past the Cliffs of Moher which 
are home to an estimated 30 000 birds and also cruising past two of the 
largest gannetries in the world.

The sheer diversity of the landscapes and lifestyles will amaze you as 
will the spirit and warmth of the small communities we will encounter. 
In an age of rapid centralisation and common identity it is fortifying to 
know that life with its unique traditions and values can still be found 
on the edges of our islands. This is not a cruise in the traditional sense, 
more an exploration with 100 or so fellow travellers who wish to enjoy 
the peace, beauty and tranquillity of the islands. Learn something of 
their history, see the abundant bird and marine life, but above all revel 
in the timeless enchantment that these islands exude to all those who 
appreciate the natural world.

Britain and Ireland Odyssey

Oban
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& Rum

 Isles of Scilly

Aran Islands

Tory Island

UNITED KINGDOM

Guernsey Sark

ENGLISH 
CHANNEL

IRELAND

Portsmouth
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Stornoway
St Kilda

Garnish Island 
& Bantry Bay

An exploration of the outlying islands of England, Scotland and Ireland aboard the Sea Explorer
3rd to 12th May 2015 
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Day 4 Garnish Island and Bantry Bay, 
Ireland. From our berth in Glengariff 
we spend the morning at Garnish 
Island and the beautiful Ilnacullin 
Gardens. These remarkable gardens 
owe their existence to the creative 
partnership, some seventy years ago 
of Anna Bryce, then owner of the 
island and Harold Peto, architect 
and garden designer. The sheltered 
position and Gulf Stream is favourable 
to the growth of ornamental 
plants, many normally only found 
in sub-tropical or Mediterranean 
climates. Return to the ship for lunch 
and choose to relax onboard this 
afternoon or join us as we visit Bantry 
House, overlooking Bantry Bay. We will 
explore the house, one of the finest 
historic houses in Ireland along with 
the gardens.

Day 5 Aran Islands, Ireland. This 
morning we will cruise by the 
magnificent Cliffs of Moher. Rising 
to 213 metres and over five miles 
long they are home to an estimated 
30,000 birds including Atlantic puffin, 
razorbills and choughs. A little further 
up the coast and some 30 miles from 
the Galway Coast are the Aran Islands. 
We will call into the largest, Inishmore 
and explore some of the early 
Christian sites. This island was a place 
of monastic study from the earliest 
Christian times. Also, see the dramatic 
stone fort of Dun Aengus, parts of 
which date back some 3000 years. 

Day 6 Tory Island, Ireland. After a 
morning at sea we arrive at Tory Island 
located off the Northwest coast of 
Ireland and home to 150 or so Gaelic 
speakers. Although only 14 miles 
offshore, it feels like many more and 
island life here is full of traditions. 
Meet some of the local community 

in the village hall and enjoy some of 
their legendary story telling, music and 
dance. Tory Island is also famous for 
its migratory birds; seabirds nest here 
in large numbers and a puffin colony 
nests on the northern cliffs. Look out 
for guillemots, kittwakes, fulmars, 
storm petrals and manx shearwaters 
whilst the corncrake has become a 
main attraction on the island.

Day 7 St Kilda, Outer Hebrides. Arrive 
at first light in St Kilda, a remarkable 
uninhabited archipelago some fifty 
miles beyond the Outer Hebrides. The 
largest island, Hirta, once supported 
a population of over 200, but the 
last islanders left in the 1930s. The 
Medieval village has been restored 
by the National Trust for Scotland and 
offers a marvellous link with the past. 
Later, cruise past two of the largest 
gannetries in the world at Stac Lee and 
Berneray as we sail to the isle of Lewis.

Day 8 Stornaway, Isle of Lewis. 
On leaving the island capital of 

Sea Explorer – B
ritain and Ireland O

dyssey

Stornoway, we will head across the 
island to the beautiful west coast. 
Described as Scotland’s Stonehenge, 
the Callanish Standing Stones date 
from around 3000 BC. There are a 
total of 32 stones in a circular and 
avenue design. The stones stand 
like a petrified forest on the flat top 
of a peninsula which reaches out 
into East Loch Roag. We also visit 
the Dun Carloway Pictish Broch, 
probably built sometime in the last 
century BC, it would have served as 
an occasionally defensible residence 
for an extended family complete 
with accommodation for animals 
at ground floor level. It would also 
have served as a visible statement of 
power and status in the local area. 
Our final stop is the Gearrannan 
Blackhouse Village – a reconstructed 
settlement of traditional black houses 
where people and animals lived in 
close proximity. The houses are made 
using dry stone masonry and have 
thatched roofs, distinctively weighted 
down with rocks. Visit the small 

Price Includes: Nine nights aboard the Sea Explorer on a full board basis including wine, 
beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia 
expedition team, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Cat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

£3295
£3495
£3795
£3995
£4395
£4595
£5295
£5595

museum, enjoy a display of a typical 
crofting activity such as weaving and 
take in the views at this dramatic site 
on the wild Atlantic coast. Sail this 
afternoon past the Shiant Islands a 
group of little islands located a few 
miles off the shores of Lewis. This is 
an excellent place to spot seals and 
hopefully White Tailed Eagles.

Day 9 Canna & Rum, Inner Hebrides. 
Spend the morning on Canna which 
has a tiny agricultural and cattle 
rearing population. From a walk 
along the cliff top we may see Golden 
Eagles, White-tailed Eagles and 
Peregrine Falcons. Sail during lunch to 
the adjoining island of Rum which is a 
nature reserve. We will walk the nature 
trail, a beautiful area of wild flowers 
and typical Scottish island scenery.

Day 10 Oban. Disembark this morning 
after breakfast. Transfers will be 
provided to Glasgow International 
Airport and Central Station at a fixed 
time.

Gannet in flight

Dolphins

Bantry Bay House & Gardens, Cork

Canna
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Come with us and see nature in the raw. After the huge success 
of this itinerary over the last few years we are delighted to be 

able to offer it again in 2015. This expedition cruise will appeal to 
those who prefer their islands deserted, but with abundant bird and 
wildlife. You can travel the world visiting all manner of exotic and 
wonderful places without realising that some of the finest scenery, 
fascinating history and most endearing people may be close to home 
and nowhere is this truer than the islands off Scotland’s indented 
coastline which form stepping stones into the Atlantic. During this 
unique voyage, we will journey along rugged coastlines and visit 
once inhabited islands aboard the 114-passenger Sea Explorer, 
venturing far north to the Outer Hebrides, Faroes, Orkneys and 
Shetlands. We will witness vibrant colours, amazingly prolific 
birdlife, explore deserted villages and learn of the history and 
ancient culture of unique island life.

Such a journey can of course only be undertaken by a special vessel 
with the self-sufficient qualities of the Sea Explorer. With our 
Zodiacs we will be able to land on remote beaches and cruise close 
to shorelines and cliffs crowded with birdlife. Enabling us to land in 
remote places, the Zodiacs make the otherwise inaccessible readily 
available. Although we will set sail with a schedule, this will not 
be set in stone as these are perfect waters for expedition cruising 
and our Captain and Expedition team will keep a flexible approach 
allowing for the opportunity to fully experience the unexpected 
whether it be a sighting of dolphins, a whale or any unusual event.

The Itinerary
Day 1 Oban. Embark this afternoon. 
Transfers will be provided from 
Glasgow International Airport and 
Glasgow central station at a fixed 
time. Sail this evening.

Day 2 Mingulay & Pabbay, Outer 
Hebrides. Today we explore the 
remote islands at the tip of South Uist 
including Mingulay and Pabbay. We 
will use the Zodiacs to explore and 
hope to make some beach landings. 
Despite there being a continuous 
population on Mingulay for at least 
two thousand years, evacuation began 
in 1907 and the island was completely 
abandoned by its residents in 1912. 
The islands are also a nature reserve 
with important breeding populations 
of razorbills, guillemots, black 
guillemots, puffins, fulmars and shags.

Day 3 St Kilda, Outer Hebrides. Awake 
this morning in St Kilda, a remarkable 
uninhabited archipelago some fifty 
miles beyond the Outer Hebrides. The 
largest island, Hirta, once supported 
a population of over 200, but the 
last islanders left in the 1930s. The 
Medieval village has been restored 
by the National Trust for Scotland and 
offers a marvellous link with the past. 

The islands are an important breeding 
ground for many seabirds including 
Atlantic puffins and northern fulmars. 
Later, cruise past two of the largest 
gannetries in the world at Boreray and 
Stac Lee as we sail to North Rona.

Day 4 North Rona, Outer Hebrides. 
Spend the day around North Rona, an 
isolated island some fifty miles north 
of Cape Wrath. The last islanders left 
North Rona in 1844 and today it is 
home to thirteen species of breeding 
seabirds including large colonies of 
great black-backed gulls, great skuas 
and puffins. There is also a large 
population of grey seals which we 
hope to observe on a Zodiac cruise.

Day 5 Torshavn, Faroe Islands. Enjoy a 
morning at sea before we arrive in the 
Faroe Islands at lunchtime. From our 
berth in Torshavn we will join a guided 
tour over the hills to Kirkjubour, the 
island’s oldest cultural centre, where 
we see the ruins of the 13th century 
St. Magnus Cathedral and the 11th 
century church, still in use. We also 
visit the 900-year old “Roykstovan”, 
the old bishopric, considered to be 
the oldest wooden house in Europe. 
We will moor overnight for those that 
wish to explore the town this evening.

Day 6 Mykines, Faroe Islands. Today 
we will use our Zodiacs to explore 
the westernmost islands of the 
Faroes. One of the loveliest of the 
archipelago, Mykines is wonderfully 
green and its single village with bright 
turf roofed houses and turf streets 
is a delight. One of the best walks 
in the Faroes can be found here at 
“Lundaland” (land of the puffin) on 
the islet of Mtkinesholmur, which 
is connected to Mykines by a small 
bridge. There will be time to explore 
the lighthouse which was built in 1909, 
and view the large numbers of puffins 

Mousa, Shetland Islands 

Atlantic Island Odyssey
An expedition exploring the Hebrides, Faroes, Shetland and Orkney Islands aboard the Sea Explorer
12th to 22nd May 2015 
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and gannets that inhabit the island. 
This afternoon we hope to explore the 
huge caves of Vagar that have been 
created by the Atlantic Ocean as we 
sail back to Scotland.

Day 7 Papa Stour & Foula, Scotland. 
This morning we use our Zodiacs to 
explore the stunning cliff scenery, 
sea stacks, arches, blowholes and 
coastal caves of Papa Stour. Over 
lunch we sail to Foula, one of Britain’s 
most remote inhabited islands. Apart 
from a narrow coastal strip of more 
fertile croftland, Foula is an expanse 
of peat and moorland rising steeply 
to five dramatic peaks. In the long 
midsummer days, Foula’s wildflowers 
provide a glorious burst of colour, 
whilst the world’s largest colony of 
Great Skuas compete fiercely with 
many Parasitic Jaegers for breeding 
territories.

Day 8 Lerwick & Mousa, Shetland 
Islands. After breakfast, discover 
the Shetland capital and begin your 
exploration of this historic port with a 
tour that wanders through its narrow 
stone lanes. We will visit the excellent 
Shetland Museum, containing 
artefacts from shipwrecks and the 
whaling era. We sail over lunch to the 
island of Mousa to see the forty-foot 
defensive tower built by the Picts more 
than 2000 years ago, and the tallest, 
best preserved example of an Iron 
Age broch (tower) in Britain.

Day 9 Fair Isle & North Ronaldsay, 
Orkney Islands. This morning we call at 
Fair Isle. The tiny population of sixty or 
so islanders always extend us a warm 
welcome. Enjoy a walk across the island, 
perhaps visiting the Bird Observatory, 
searching out the puffin slopes. Sail 
over lunch to the Orkney Islands and 
North Ronaldsay which supports a rich 
and diverse population of wild flowers, 
mammals and birds. It lies on the 
migration crossroads with birds heading 
north towards Iceland, Greenland and 
Scandinavia whilst common and grey 
seals are numerous. Join our naturalists 
for guided walks across the island 
including the lighthouse.

Day 10 Kirkwall, Orkney Islands. 
This morning we will head into the 
west of Mainland, Orkney’s largest 
island. We will pass through gentle 
rolling landscape and into the 
Neolithic Heartland of Orkney; an 
area designated as a World Heritage 
Site due to its wealth of pre-historic 
archaeology. We will see the Standing 
Stones of Stenness, the Ring of Brodgar; 
a huge ceremonial circle of stones 
dating back almost 5000 years. We 
continue to the 5000-year-old village 
of Skara Brae and see the remarkable 
dwellings revealed from beneath the 
sand dunes by storms only 150 years ago. 

Day 11 Aberdeen. Disembark this 
morning. Transfers will be provided to 
the train station and airport at a fixed 
time.

Sea Explorer – A
tlantic Island O

dyssey
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Ring of Brodgar, Orkney Islands

An expedition exploring the Hebrides, Faroes, Shetland and Orkney Islands aboard the Sea Explorer
12th to 22nd May 2015 

Torshavn, Faroe Islands

Price Includes: 10 nights aboard the Sea Explorer on a full board basis including wine, 
beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia 
expedition team, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, transfers, port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 
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Suite with portholes for sole use

Suite with window for sole use

Deck
2

3

4

4 

Veranda

Penthouse

2

3
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Circumnavigation of Iceland
A in-depth exploration of Iceland aboard the Sea Explorer
22nd May to 3rd June 2015 

If you want to see nature in the raw, where better than the ‘Land 
of Ice and Fire’ - Iceland. Europe’s least populated country offers 

the visitor an unparalleled experience of elemental forces at work. 
Its largely deserted interior is dotted with huge ice-caps and glaciers, 
active volcanoes, gurgling mud pools, steaming hot springs and lava 
fields. If this were not enough, the immense scale of the landscape 
is dominated by towering snow-capped mountains, thundering 
waterfalls and spontaneous erupting geysers.

Our circumnavigation of Iceland aboard the perfectly suited Sea 
Explorer will take us to some of its most dramatic areas and whilst 
we sail its waters, we will look out for humpback whales, orcas and 
white-beaked dolphins. The island provides a unique historical, 
cultural, geological and oceanographic experience. Under the 
surface, this island simmers with the sparks that are the telltale signs 
of its youthfulness as Europe’s most recent geological addition, only 
16-20 million years old. Iceland is continuously being created; some 
of its newest land is a mere 35 years old.

Join us for our circumnavigation as we explore the magnificent 
landscapes and learn more of the centuries old legacies of a Viking 
and Norse heritage. After our exploration of Kirkwall in the Orkney 
Islands and a couple of days in the Faroe Islands, we start our 
discovery of this unique island with a visit to the largely untouched 
West Fjords and venture east discovering areas such as Grimsey 
Island which is abundant in birdlife, the picturesque town of 
Siglufjordur and the breathtaking Vatnajokull Glacier.

A journey by small ship is an ideal way to get up close to nature 
and explore areas inaccessible to larger vessels. We will look out 
for wildlife, taking advantage of weather conditions and possible 
sightings to achieve the maximum with our time. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Aberdeen. Embark this 
afternoon. Transfers will be provided 
from Aberdeen airport and train 
station at a fixed time.

Day 2 Kirkwall, Orkney Islands. 
After a relaxing morning at sea 
we arrive in the Orkney Islands at 
lunchtime. This afternoon we head 
into the west of Mainland, Orkney’s 
largest island. We pass through the 
gentle rolling landscape and into the 
Neolithic Heartland of Orkney; an 
area designated as a World Heritage 
Site due to its wealth of pre-historic 
archaeology. Here we will see the 
Standing Stones of Stenness, the Ring 
of Brodgar; a huge ceremonial circle 
of stones dating back almost 5000 
years. We continue to the 5000-year 
old village of Skara Brae to see the 
remarkable dwellings revealed from 
beneath the sand dunes by storms 
only 150 years ago. On our return to 
Kirkwall we will see the magnificent St 
Magnus Cathedral.

Day 3 Torshavn, Faroes. We arrive 
in the Faroe Islands at lunchtime. 
From our berth in Torshavn we will 
join a guided tour over the hills to 
Kirkjubour, the island’s oldest cultural 
centre where we see the ruins of the 
13th century St. Magnus Cathedral 
and the 11th century church. We also 
visit the 900-year old “Roykstovan”, 
the old bishopric, considered to be 
the oldest wooden house in Europe. 
We will moor overnight for those that 
wish to explore the town this evening.

Day 4 Mykines, Faroes. Today we 
will use our Zodiacs to explore the 
westernmost islands of the Faroes. We 
will visit Mykines which is wonderfully 
green and its single village with bright 
turf roofed houses and turf streets 
is a delight. One of the best walks 
in the Faroes can be found here at 
“Lundaland” (land of the puffin) on 
the islet of Mtkinesholmur, connected 
to Mykines by a small bridge. This is 
a strenuous hike but rewarding as the 
island is inhabited by a large number 
of puffins and gannets.

Day 5 Hofn, Iceland. Today we will 
see the shimmering white Vatnajokull 
Glacier, Europe’s largest glacier, 
sometimes called an icecap. The 

600 metre thick ice surmounts active 
volcanoes, one of which erupted 
in 1996, creating a crater on the 
surface of the glacier, a most unusual 
phenomenon. We will venture out on 
a guided excursion and, after a local 
seafood lunch, watch the glacier which 
calves icebergs into the land-locked 
lagoon of Jokulsarlon.

Day 6 Mjoifjordur & Nekaupstadur, 
Iceland. This morning we enjoy the 
benefits of our small ship as we 
explore the lesser known fjords in the 
south east of Iceland. At first light 
we cruise through Mjoifjordur where 
we can enjoy the wilderness of this 
remote area. We also hope to land at 
the small town at Nekaupstadur for a 
chance to visit the excellent museum 
which features the local art gallery, 
Museum of Natural History and 
Maritime Museum. The more active 
amongst us can hike to the avalanche 
barriers behind the town, offering 
great views of the surrounding areas.

Day 7 Husavik, Iceland. From Husavik 
we travel by bus to the Lake Mývatn- 
Krafla area, a fine example of the 
volcanic world with lava fields, boiling 
and steaming mud pools and steam 
vents of sulphur and craters. The area 
illustrates the sheer magnitude of 
Iceland’s forces at work. The lake itself, 
with beautiful natural rock formations 
and hot springs, is also a unique 

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

ARCTIC CIRCLE

SCOTLAND
Aberdeen

Kirkwall

ORKNEY
ISLANDS

FAROE
ISLANDS
Torshavn

Mykines

ICELAND
Mjoifjordur

Nekaupstadur

Hofn

Breidafjordur

Snaefellsnes

Reykjavik

Western Fjords
Grimsey Island

Siglufjordur
Husavik

Akuyeri

Godafoss

Reykjavik 



+44 (0)20 7752 0000 97

Sea Explorer – C
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ecosystem and the largest migratory 
bird sanctuary in Europe. Our route 
will then take us by Godafoss (falls of 
the Gods), an imposing sight, and the 
excellent Husavik whale museum.

Day 8 Akuyeri, Iceland. This delightful 
town on the north coast of Iceland 
is not what you would expect to 
find in such a remote location. In 
summer months the gardens and 
window boxes are ablaze with colour 
and in the botanic garden you find 
species from Africa, China and the 
Mediterranean growing alongside the 
Alaskan, Greenlandic and indigenous 
specimens. We will also have time 
to explore the town to visit Art Alley, 
where artisans keep their workshops 
and galleries, or the local church 
with its beautiful views over the fjord. 
Stay out on deck to enjoy the long 
evening as we sail along the beautiful 
Eyafjordur while keeping an eye out 
for whales. If conditions permit we 
may explore in the Zodiacs.

Day 9 Siglufjordur and Grimsey 
Island, Iceland. Siglufjordur is an 
unbelievably picturesque town that 
enjoys an idyllic setting in a small 
fjord backed by mountains. Here in 
the early 1900s, a booming economy 
due to the herring industry resulted 
in a prosperous town with some 
marvellous Icelandic architecture. 
Stroll through the town and visit the 
Herring Era Museum. Over lunch sail 

to Grimsey Island. The Arctic Circle 
bisects Grímsey Island which is known 
for its tiny community, basalt cliffs and 
large variety of birdlife.

Day 10 Western Fjords, Iceland. This 
morning we are in the Western Fjords, 
an isolated but spectacular area of 
Iceland. We cruise round the north coast 
of Iceland at the Hornbjarg Cliffs. These 
stunning cliffs rise 534 metres from the 
sea and this is one of the largest centres 
for puffins in Iceland. This afternoon we 
will use our Zodiacs to explore Isafjordur 
and Jokulfjordur and, whilst the itinerary 
will be dependent on local weather 
conditions, we hope to land on Vigur 
Island or find a remote landing for a 
nature walk.

Day 11 Breidafjordur, Iceland. We will 
again use our small ship to explore. 
We hope to visit the Latrabjarg cliffs 
this morning, the westernmost point 
of Europe and home to millions of 
birds including puffins, northern 
gannets, guillemots and razorbills. 
Sailing at lunchtime we continue to 
Breidafjordur to enjoy expedition 
cruising in the small islets where we 
will see thousands of birds. We will 
also keep an eye out for whales.

Day 12 Snaefellsnes, Iceland. Our 
final day in Iceland sees us at the 
Snaefellsnes Peninsula dominated 
by the Snæfellsjökull volcano which 
is regarded as one of the symbols 

A journey by 
small ship is the 
ideal way
to explore 
the wonders 
of Iceland, 
allowing us to 
get up close 
to nature and 
explore areas 
inaccessible to 
larger vessels.

of Iceland. Again we will use our 
Zodiacs to land in some of the more 
remote areas. Arnastapi is known as 
the setting for Jules Verne’s “Journey 
to the Centre of the Earth” and is a 
stunning location with columnar basalt, 
ravines and grottoes and magnificent 
lava formations. The cliffs between 
Arnastapi and Hellnar became a 
Natural Reserve in 1979 and are home 
to Arctic tern, kittiwake and fulmar.

Day 13 Reykjavik to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and enjoy a 
morning in Reykjavik with a local lunch 
before transferring to the airport for 
your scheduled flight to London.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flight from Reykjavik to London, 12 nights 
aboard the Sea Explorer on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks 
with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia expedition team, 
gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, transfers, port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Cabin DescriptionCat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy
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£5595
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£6495
£7995
£8495
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Suite with portholes

Suite with window

Suite with window

Corner Suite with window

Suite with private balcony

Suite with private balcony

Suite with portholes for sole use

Suite with window for sole use

Deck
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4
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Your Cabin/Suite 
This private yacht-like ship accommodates up to 100 guests in 50 suites which 
are spread over five decks. Each suite affords ocean views and measures from 
215 square feet to 285 square feet. There is also a sitting area or separate living 
room area, twin or queen size beds, spacious closet and air conditioning. Every 
suite is also furnished with satellite television, DVD/CD player, telephone, mini-
refrigerator which is replenished with complimentary water, marble appointed 
bathroom with fine toiletries and teak flooring, plush terry robes and slippers.

Your Space 
Decorated with rich fabrics, handsome wood, polished brass, rare antiquities 
and fine works of art, the public spaces are warm and inviting. These include a 
library with internet access, two lounges with audiovisual facilities, gym  
featuring treadmills and exercise bicycles, beauty salon, hospital, lift serving 
all passenger decks, dining room, two sun decks, Jacuzzi, and a swimming 
platform.

Corinthian
Launched in 2009, after extensive refurbishment, redecoration and other improvements, the all-suite 
Corinthian offers one of the finest experiences in small-ship cruise travel. Accommodating just 100 guests 
in 50 outside facing suites she is the ideal vessel for exploration as her small size allows her to dock in 
places inaccessible to larger ships. The atmosphere onboard is relaxed with the emphasis on discovery and 
enjoying time spent with like-minded travellers. 

Deluxe Penthouse Suite (Cat PHS)
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Your Dining
Meals are served in the single sitting restaurant on the Athena Deck, or if 
weather permits can be taken on the Sun Deck. Breakfast and lunch are buffet 
whilst dinner is table service. The cuisine onboard is international and the 
majority of dietary requests can be managed if given advance notice. 

Life Onboard 
Learning is an integral part of every voyage aboard the Corinthian as is time 
to relax onboard in comfortable surroundings, the opportunity to attend 
interesting lectures and the enjoyment of first class cuisine. All these factors 
contribute to making a voyage on the Corinthian, a voyage of discovery with 
like minded travellers. The atmosphere onboard is informal and friendly and 
within a very short space of time, the crew will know your preferences and 
should you choose to, you will have become acquainted with your  
fellow travellers.

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
Corinthian complies with the latest international and U.S. Coast Guard 
safety regulations and is outfitted with the most current navigational and 
communications technology as well as with retractable fin stabilisers for 
smooth sailing, an ice-strengthened hull and a fleet of Zodiacs. Corinthian is 
staffed by 60 European officers and crew and there is a doctor onboard. Taken 
together with her limited guest capacity, excellence of design, craftsmanship 
and material, Corinthian’s spaciousness and intimate ambience combine to 
make her ideal for distinctive cultural voyages.

  Deluxe Veranda Suite (Cat VS)

  Library   Restaurant Outdoor Cafe

C
orinthian

  Piano Lounge

  Lounge

Please note that suites 
342-345, 428, 429 have a 
partially obstructed view

  Cafe Bar
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A unique Odyssey around the Mediterranean aboard the Corinthian with Harry Mount
5th to 26th September 2014

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Dubrovnik, Croatia. 
Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival in 
Dubrovnik transfer to the Corinthian 
for embarkation. Moor overnight.

Day 2 Dubrovnik, Croatia. Dubrovnik 
is a breathtaking sight and its 
many historic and cultural treasures 
have earned it the designation as 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Founded by the Romans in the 7th 
century, it eventually came under the 
influence of the Byzantine Empire, 
then Venice, Hungary and finally 
Turkey. This morning our local guides 
will lead us through the bustling 
old town taking in the city walls, the 
beautiful civic building, Franciscan 
and Dominican Monasteries and 
view works by Titian and Andrea del 
Sarto in the Baroque Cathedral. In 
the afternoon a shuttle bus will be 
provided to the city centre, for those 
who wish to explore independently. 
Set sail in the early evening.

Day 3 Otranto for Lecce, Italy. Built 
around an attractive bay, on the heel 
of Italy’s boot, Otranto was once 
an ancient Greek colony and later 
a Roman town. From here we drive 
to Lecce, often referred to as ‘The 
Florence of the South’ with an amazing 
collection of Baroque architecture 
including an abundance of churches 
and noble palaces decorated with 
the “leccese stone”, a chalky stone 
ranging in colours which became the 
local style due to its ease to work 
with. A guided tour will include a visit 
to the beautifully decorated Santa 
Croce Basilica and Piazza Duomo, 
considered one of the finest and most 
impressive squares in Southern Italy. In 
the afternoon remain in Otranto and 
visit the 15th to 16th century castle 
with its bastions facing the sea, the 
Byzantine church of San Pietro, whose 
interior is covered with frescoes and 
the 11th century Cathedral, known for 

Join us on this unique cruise that has been planned to enable 
us to learn more about Homer’s two epics, the Iliad and the 

Odyssey, the cornerstones of European literature. Their settings 
survive today, sprinkled across the Mediterranean, from remote 
ruins on the Turkish coast to Greek islands, nearly untouched 
since Odysseus’s day. 

Our journey onboard the Corinthian will take us to the site of 
the Trojan War, opposite the site of the Gallipoli campaign of 
1915, and to Ithaca, Odysseus’s island home, where he finally 
made landfall after 10 years at sea. We will also visit Chios, 
the birthplace of Homer, and Corfu’s rocky shore, on which 
Odysseus was dashed. Along with the Homeric sites, our cruise 
will include some of the most influential cities in Mediterranean 
history: Dubrovnik, Istanbul, Split and Venice.

its floor mosaic depicting biblical and 
other scenes.

Day 4 Saranda, Albania. This morning 
we will dock in the southern port of 
Saranda from where we drive to the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site of 
Butrint. It is Albania’s most significant 
Greek and Roman settlement, 
inhabited since prehistoric times, the 
city was founded by the Trojans, or 
so claimed the poet Virgil. A gem of 
an archaeological site, its ruins span 
over 2500 years and include a Greek 
acropolis, Roman theatre, 6th century 
baptistery and a 19th century fortress.

Day 5 Kefalonia, Greece. The largest 
of the Ionian islands, Kefalonia is 
immortalised in the novel Captain 
Corelli’s Mandolin. It is believed 
that the island is named after the 
mythological figure Cephalus, but 
some contend the name may originate 
from the word Cephalus, meaning 
‘head’ in Greek. Kefalonia’s reputation 
for wine dates backs to Homeric times 
and so, this morning, we will take 
the chance to visit one of the local 
vineyards for a wine tasting of the local 
Robala variety. 

Day 6 Itea & Corinth Canal, Greece. 
Delphi’s Sanctuary of Apollo is one 
of Greece’s most impressive sites. 
From the harbour at Itea, we will 
drive through lush olive groves up to 
the site, stunningly situated upon a 
mountain terrace. Our visit begins at 
the Castalian Spring, erupting from 
the spot where Pegasus is said to have 
struck his hoof. We will continue up 
the Sacred Way, passing the treasury 
of the Athenians and the bases of 
many monuments, the temple of 
Apollo, the theatre and the ancient 
stadium, the best preserved in Greece. 
We will depart Itea for Amorgos 
during lunch and sail through the 
four-mile long, 70 foot Corinth Canal, 
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Following in the Footsteps of Odysseus

Dubrovnik

Guest Speaker – Harry Mount
We will be joined onboard by Harry Mount, a writer and 
journalist, who is currently writing a book for Bloomsbury 
about his travels in the footsteps of Odysseus. The book 
is due to be published late in 2015 and excitingly Harry 
will be carrying out research during our voyage which he 
will be able to share with guests. He is the author of the 
top ten best seller about Latin – Amo, Amas, Amat and 
All That. He has also just edited The Wit and Wisdom 
of Boris Johnson. A former leader-writer and New York 

correspondent for the Daily Telegraph, Harry now writes for many newspapers 
and magazines, including the Spectator, the Daily Mail, Country Life and the 
New York Times. He studied Classics and Ancient History at Magdalen College, 
Oxford, where he obtained a First. He also received a Masters in architectural 
history from the Courtauld Institute. Harry’s talks will include: ‘The story of the 
Iliad and the ruins of the city of Troy’, ‘Following in Odysseus’s footsteps 3000 
years on’ and ‘What have the ancient Greeks ever done for us’ ?



+44 (0)20 7752 0000 101

C
orinthian – Follow

ing in the Footsteps of O
dysseus 

the most dramatic canyon in the 
Mediterranean.

Day 7 Amorgos, Greece. This morning 
arrive in Amorgos, a seldom-visited 
island in the Cyclades, where the 
whitewashed villages are set in a 
rugged landscape. Our tour will take 
us to the 11th century Monastery of 
Khosoviotissa, built in a spectacular 
setting of precipitous cliffs facing 
the sea. For over 1,000 years, the 
monastery has been a place of 
pilgrimage for worshippers who come 
to venerate an icon of the virgin.

Day 8 Tilos & Symi, Greece. Close 
to the Turkish coast and just north of 
Rhodes is magical and timeless Tilos. 
This lovely island has still to find its 
way onto the pages of tour operators’ 
brochures so retains its time-warp and 
traditional atmosphere. See Livadia a 
lively little town and Megalo Chorio its 
tiny capital, rich in Crusader castles.  
During lunch sail to Symi, once the 
stronghold of the Knights of St John 
and the coveted object of a succession 
of invaders. With tiers of beautifully 
proportioned neoclassical mansions 
rising above its harbour, today Symi 
is one of Greece’s most attractive 
islands. This evening sail through the 
Cyclades and Dodecanese Islands 
towards the Turkish coast.

Day 9 Kusadasi, Turkey. Drive to the 
nearby ancient city of Ephesus, a 
stunning and partially excavated site 
where digging has been taking place 
for over a century. Broad streets are 
lined by impressive buildings including 
the library of Celsus and the temples 
of Serapis and Hadrian. Once the 
capital of Ionia, St Paul preached here 
on his second missionary journey and 
we will see the Church of the Virgin 
Mary, the most important Christian 
monument in Ephesus.

Day 10 Lesbos, Greece. Today we will 
call into Lesbos, formerly the ancient 
Greek island of Mytilini and home to 
the poet Sappho. We will spend the 
morning in the capital of Mytilini, a 
charming port with much character. 
See the once grand 19th century 
mansions which are gradually being 
renovated, its jumbled ancient streets 
and the imposing Byzantine castle with 
its well preserved walls. Alternatively 
there will be the option of a drive 
inland to the village of Mantamados, 
famous for its pottery and 17th century 
Taxiarchon Monastery.

Day 11 Istanbul, Turkey. Today we visit 
the city that bridges Europe and Asia. 
Istanbul is crammed with monuments 
from its three epic eras: as the Greek 
city of Byzantium, as Constantinople, 
capital of the Roman Empire, and, 
now, Istanbul. Our tour will commence 
at the Topkapi Palace where the 
Ottoman sultans lived for nearly 400 

Owing to the 
advantage of 
being in this 
region aboard 
a small ship 
we are able 
to traverse 
the Corinth 
Canal, the 
most dramatic 
canyon in the 
Mediterranean.

years amidst luxury and splendour. We 
will also visit the Basilica Cistern and 
the Blue Mosque of Sultan Ahmet that 
houses 20,000 blue-glazed tiles, which 
shine as the daylight streams through 
beautiful stained-glass windows.

Day 12 Canakkale for Troy, Turkey. 
Today we call at Canakkale, our 
gateway for Troy, where ongoing 
archaeological excavations have 
revealed nine different layers of cities 
superimposed in rings on a massive 
mound rising above the Plain of 
Ilium. It was to one of these cities, as 
legend has it, that the Greeks fought 
the Trojans as told by Homer in the 
Iliad. Certainly, one of those layers 
was found to have burnt objects 
in it, suggesting that the city was 
violently ransacked at some stage. 
The tour follows the excavations 
made by Heinrich Schliemann, the 
archaeologist who discovered Troy 
and “Priam’s Treasure”, the jewels 
that, Schliemann claimed, were worn 
by Helen of Troy. Today, Troy sits in a 
remote, idyllic, rural landscape, with 
the stone city dominating the plain 
for miles around, as if three millennia 
have passed in the blink of an eye. We 
will walk the walls that held Helen of 
Troy and look down at the plain where 
Achilles dragged the dead body of 
Hector.

Day 13 Chios, Greece. The birthplace 
of Homer, Chios remained a significant 
Aegean island into the Byzantine 
period, when the monastery of Nea 
Moni, with its 11th century mosaics, 
was built. Of all the islands that claim 
Homer as their own, Chios is the 
leading contender. Homer mentions 
the island by name several times in 
the Odyssey, calling it “paipaloessa”, 
or craggy, a richly deserved epithet. 

It remains rich in ancient ruins. Visit 
the 11th century Monastery of Nea 
Moni, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site and one of the most important 
ecclesiastical monuments in Greece. 
The monastery sits majestically in 
a wooded vale and is decorated 
throughout with exquisite frescoes 
and mosaics.

Day 14 Patmos, Greece. Of all the 
Greek islands, Patmos, is the most 
sacred to Christians both Orthodox 
and Western; it was here that St. 
John received his revelation. This 
morning we will make our way to the 
grotto of St. John. This small cave, 
now converted into the beautiful 
chapel, is where the Saint lived, had 
his revelation and wrote his ‘Book of 
the Apocalypse’. From here continue 
to the village of Chora, with its simple 
houses and Byzantine churches and 
climb to the Monastery of St. John the 
Theologian. 

Day 15 Iraklion, Greece. From our 
berth it is a short distance to the 
Palace of Knossos, legendary home of 
the Minotaur and the greatest survivor 
of the Minoan period, which predates 
even Homer. Wander round the site 
impressively excavated by Sir Arthur 
Evans seeing some of the 1300 rooms 
adorned with lively frescoes where 
King Minos held court.

Day 16 Rethymon, Greece. 
This morning land at Rethymon, 
considered one of Crete’s most 
characteristic towns. Evidence of the 
Venetian and Turkish occupations can 
be seen in the town’s architecture. 
Explore the Fortezza and the 
Archaelogical Museum within the 
fortress complex. After lunch set sail 
for Pylos.  (continued overleaf)

Monastery of St John, Patmos

ButrintDelphi
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 21 nights aboard the Corinthian on full 
board basis including wine and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, 
gratuities to crew and whilst on shore excursions, transfers, port taxes, airport taxes, services 
of a Cruise Director, Tour Manager and guest speaker. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visa.
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

 e  Deluxe Suite with windows    

 D  Deluxe Suite with window    

 c  Deluxe Suite with porthole    

 B  Deluxe Suite with windows    

 A  Deluxe Suite with window   

 AA  Deluxe Suite with forward windows   

 Vs  Deluxe Veranda Suite with private balcony   

 PHs Deluxe Penthouse Suite with private balcony & window    

 e  For sole use   

 D  For sole use   

 Cat Cabin Description Prices
£8995
£9395
£9695
£9995

£10495
£10795
£11395
£11995
£14395
£14895

Day 17 Pylos, Greece. Today we 
will call into the home of Nestor, the 
wise king of Pylos who fought for the 
Greeks at Troy and advised Odysseus’s 
son, Telemachus, on how best to 
deal with the evil suitors chasing his 
mother, Penelope. Nestor’s Palace is 
the best surviving Mycenean palace in 
Greece. A portico, presence chamber, 
pantry and Nestor’s extremely grand 
bathtub all survive. Navarino Bay 
witnessed the 1827 Battle of Navarino, 
a crucial battle in the Greek War of 
Independence, when an allied fleet, 
led by the British Admiral Codrington, 
defeated the Turks. The bay was 
also the site of a significant Athenian 
victory over the Spartans in 425 BC. 
From our berth in Navarino Bay, we 
will drive through the enchanting 
countryside to Methoni, one of the 
most impressive Medieval fortresses in 
Greece. The Venetians built Methoni 
on the Ionian Sea and Koroni on the 
Gulf of Messenia in the 13th century 
to safeguard their newly acquired 
Greek empire. Also visit the castle of 
Neokastro which today houses the 
Centre for Underwater Archaeological 
Studies. We will return to Pylos and 
explore Nestor’s Palace (subject to 
completion of renovations).

Day 18 Ithaca, Greece. Ithaca is 
Odysseus’s rugged, mountainous 
island home in the Ionian Sea – where 
he fought off the wicked suitors for 
his loyal wife, Penelope, patiently 
awaiting his return for 20 years. Homer 
called it “rocky Ithaca” and it still 
presents a magnificently wild sight. 
Its shoreline is still indented with the 
countless creeks and little harbours 
that Homer describes. In 1930, a cave 
sanctuary was found on the island, 
filled with pottery that predated 
even Homer. Also discovered was an 
ancient religious plaque, saying, “My 
vow to Odysseus”, suggesting that the 
hero had become a minor deity. This 
jewel of the Ionian Sea is unspoiled by 
tourism, yet has a fascinating history. 

Relics date back to 4000 B.C. and, by 
Mycenaean times, it was the capital of 
a kingdom that included surrounding 
islands and part of the Peloponnese 
coast. It was under Odysseus that this 
kingdom reached its zenith, sending 
12 ships to the Trojan War. From 
the charming port of Vathy, we will 
explore the island, including the ruins 
of Stavros and the Medieval capital 
of Perachori, with its Byzantine and 
Venetian architecture.

Day 19 Corfu (Bay of Palaiokastristsa). 
This morning we will call into the 
island of Corfu where a desperate, 
naked Odysseus was wrecked and 
discovered by the beautiful Princess 
Nausicaa as she played beach ball 
with her maidservants on the shore. 
Much of the Odyssey takes place 

on Corfu, as Odysseus recounts 
the story of his never-ending 
travels to King Alcinous, Nausicaa’s 
father. After centuries of Venetian, 
Ottoman and British occupation, 
Corfu’s architecture is a unique mix, 
with the best cricket square in the 
Mediterranean.
 
Day 20 Hvar, Croatia. This afternoon 
sail into the harbour of Hvar, where 
we will be greeted by an impressive 
sight with the town’s elegant 
Renaissance churches and old 
stone buildings forming three sides 
of a picturesque harbour. Explore 
the old town, starting in the main 
square which is the largest piazza 
in Dalmatia, the cathedral and the 
palatial quarter of Grad and the more 
humble residential area of Burg.

Day 21 Split, Croatia. Originally 
a Greco-Illyrian settlement called 
Aspalathos, Split is an ancient city 
centred around the formidable Palace 
of Diocletian, built in AD 295. An 
extensive structure, much of which is 
well preserved, the palace contains 
within its walls Split’s Medieval town, 
making it the only palace that has 
been continuously inhabited since 
Roman times.  

Day 22 Venice, Italy to London. 
Our voyage ends in the world’s 
greatest marine city, a unique mix 
of Gothic and Renaissance palaces 
perched on the edge of the Italian 
coast. Disembark after breakfast and 
transfer to the airport for your return 
scheduled flight to London.

Corinth CanalSplit’s cobbled streets

Blue Mosque, Istanbul



Bay of Palaiokastrista
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Your Cabin/Suite 
Built to accommodate 96 passengers in five 
star luxury, Sea Cloud II offers a range of 
beautifully appointed suites and cabins which 
are furnished with great style. Spread over 
three decks are 29 deluxe outside cabins 
with showers, 16 junior suites with bathtubs, 
and two owner suites with bathtubs and 
showers. All accommodations have outside 
views and the bathrooms, in light marble, are 

unusually spacious and aesthetically pleasing. The two owner suites feature a 
king size canopy bed and all other cabins feature queen size beds (with separate 
mattresses, excluding category F staterooms which feature upper and lower 
single beds). Cabin sizes range from 16m2 to 27m2 (category F measure 12m2).
The finest, carefully chosen fabrics, combined with leather, rattan and other 
materials, brass and gold, precious woods and marble together create an 
impressive ensemble. All cabins have a television with DVD player, minibar, 
dressing table, wardrobe and a safe. A welcome bottle of champagne and a fruit 
basket which is replenished daily are provided to enjoy whilst in your cabin. 

Sea Cloud II
For our voyages under sail we have chartered the magnificent Sea Cloud II. Launched in 2001, she is a 
stunning vessel, built along traditional lines, but offering deluxe accommodation. She combines the timeless 
elegance of sailing ships of the past with the highest safety standards and the luxurious comfort of modern 
cruise ships. The 32,150 square feet of sails is set by hand which is a truly magical sight; she really is the 
most exquisite of vessels. 

Your Space 
No expense has been spared to create a sympathetic ambience in both 
the accommodations and public areas and this is reflected throughout 
the vessel. Public areas include an elegant lounge, library, fitness centre, 
boutique, lido bar and hospital. The single sitting dining room is airy and 
modern and the quality of the cuisine and service will be to the highest of 
standards, as one would expect on a Sea Cloud II cruise. 
The Lounge is located mid-ship on the Lido Deck offering comfortable 
seating areas. The vessel’s magnificent Steinway is located here and will be 
played for your enjoyment by an accomplished pianist. Here you will enjoy 
interesting lectures and presentations, or perhaps enjoy a drink from the bar. 
There is also a library onboard where you can relax, write postcards, play a 
board game, find a film to watch in your cabin, send emails from the laptop 
or just enjoy the peaceful atmosphere.
Relax on the Lido deck and experience the natural grandeur of travelling 
under sail whilst watching the sailors manoeuver the sails high above, 
rekindling memories of a bygone age.
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Your Dining
The cuisine aboard the Sea Cloud II is of an exceptionally 
high standard, and has been accepted by the international 
Chaîne des Rôtisseurs. Enjoy international dishes 
complimented by local specialities selected fresh from 
the market by the onboard chef. Dinner is served à la 
carte and is a four course affair with a vegetarian option 
always available. All cruises aboard the Sea Cloud II are full 
board with carefully selected wines and beers served to 
compliment your lunch and dinner. All soft drinks, coffee and 
tea whilst onboard are also included. 

Life Onboard 
Whilst there are many large sailing ships offering passages 
around the world there are few if any that can compare in 
terms of luxury to Sea Cloud II. 
Despite the luxurious setting, casual clothing is appropriate 
and the atmosphere onboard is friendly and generally 
informal. Service is personal, and the crew of 65 quickly 
acquaint themselves with passengers and the officers on the 
bridge are also available to answer questions; manoeuvres 
permitting. After all, Sea Cloud II is not only a cruise ship, 
but a private yacht as well.

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
Sea Cloud II combines the timeless elegance of sailing 
ships of the past with the highest safety standards and the 
luxurious comfort of modern cruise ships. The hospital is 
located on the Cabin Deck and is staffed by a ship’s doctor. 
In consideration of all passengers, smoking is not permitted 
onboard with the exception of designated areas on  
open decks.
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Castles & Gardens of the Scottish 
Highlands and Islands

We will begin our journey in the port of Oban in Western Scotland 
and sail through the Hebridean Islands and around the top of 

Scotland to the east coast and the port of Dundee. For ten days we 
will explore some of Scotland’s greatest gardens from the formal and 
manicured to the wilder and more natural. Many of the estates boast 
historic castles and this, combined with a truly magnificent coastline, 
makes for an unforgettable trip. We can wax lyrical about the sunsets, 
prolific wildlife and how you will be enchanted and seduced by the 
untamed wilderness, its islands, lochs and seascapes. 
 
Having arranged hundreds of small ship cruises around Scotland, 
we have learned that everyone takes something different from the 
experience. We are indeed fortunate in having such marvellous places 
so close to home. Now, more than ever there is a great appreciation for 
the peace, beauty and culture of this special corner of the UK. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 Oban. Embark Sea Cloud II in the 
afternoon and set sail for the Sound 
of Jura. A transfer from Glasgow 
airport and rail station to Oban will be 
available at a fixed time. 

Day 2 Gigha & Jura. Visit the gardens 
of Achamore House on the small 
island of Gigha. The Horlick family, 
better known for the eponymous 
milk drink, have created a stunning 
garden with their collection of azaleas, 
rhododendrons and exotic plants. 
Gigha is a place apart; heather 
covered hills, deserted beaches 
and a single lane verged with wild 
flowers that meander for some six 
miles between cottages and farms. 
Privately owned by its 120 inhabitants, 
it is a gem of a place and somewhere 
not easily forgotten. Return to the 
vessel for lunch as we sail over to 
Jura, arriving in the late afternoon. 
Dominating the views of Jura are the 
three hills called “The Paps of Jura”, 
the highest being Beinn an Oir at 
785 m (2576 ft). We will go ashore at 
Craighouse and will be welcomed in 
the cooperage where we will be given 
an introduction to the Jura Distillery 
and an opportunity to taste the local 
product. Alternatively enjoy some free 
time to explore Craighouse or join an 
island drive which will include a visit to 
Barnhills, the location where George 
Orwell resided whilst writing 1984. 

Day 3 Colonsay & Iona. This morning 
we are on Colonsay where we visit 
the 30 acre informal gardens of 
Colonsay House. Located centrally on 
this scenically magnificent island, the 
gardens are famous for their unusual 
collection of trees and shrubs from all 
over the world. Sail over lunch to Iona. 
For more than 1000 years, the island of 
Iona has been a place of deep spiritual 
significance. No less than 62 Kings of 
Scotland are buried here, including 
Duncan, Macbeth’s victim. St Columba 
came here from Ireland in 563 AD 
and early Christianity spread through 
northern Britain from this remote 
island community. 

Day 4 Rhum & Canna. Today we will 
visit the Small Islands. Spend the 
morning on the island of Rhum which 
is a nature reserve. See the somewhat 
eccentric Kinloch Castle and walk the 
nature trail, a beautiful area of wild 

flowers and typical Scottish island 
scenery. This lovely island is also a 
bird watcher’s paradise. During lunch 
sail across to Canna. Visit Canna 
House garden, a once derelict two-
acre walled garden which has been 
brought back to life after a five year 
restoration. From a walk along the 
cliff top we may see golden eagles, 
white-tailed eagles and peregrine 
falcons. At the cliff edge the rare 
loose-flowered orchids grow. Sail to 
Loch Scavaig and moor overnight 
surrounded by the dramatic scenery 
of Sky’s Cuillin Hills. 

Day 5 Dunvegan Castle, Skye. Sail this 
morning along the rugged coastline of 
Skye to Loch Dunvegan. After an early 
lunch enjoy a visit to Loch Dunvegan, 
the famous seat of the MacLeods. It is 
a Hebridean Fortress, set on a rocky 
platform with commanding views of the 
Loch. See the castle and lovely gardens 
and time permitting, the seal colony on 
the adjoining rocks. Return to the ship 
for afternoon tea as we sail the Minch 
for an overnight mooring in Loch Ewe. 

Day 6 Inverewe Gardens. This 
morning we visit one of Scotland’s 
premier gardens, Inverewe. Here 
amongst the grandeur of the West 
Coast Highland scenery we will 
explore the extensive gardens, 
where windbreaks made of local 
pines provide shelter for an amazing 
collection of exotic trees and shrubs. 
Enjoy an afternoon at sea and, with 
a suitable wind, experience the joy 
of the ship under sail as we head for 
the north coast. Moor overnight in 
Loch Eriboll surrounded by some of 
Sutherland’s finest scenery.

Day 7 Kirkwall. This morning explore 
Kirkwall, one of the earliest established 
Norse trading towns, with a visit to 

A voyage through the Scottish Highlands and Islands aboard Sea Cloud II 
2nd to 12th August 2014 
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the Norse-built St Magnus Cathedral. 
Later, drive through a landscape of 
sheer rocky cliffs, sandy beaches and 
pastures to the excavated village of 
Skara Brae which dates back 5000 
years to the Neolithic Age. Also, see 
the remarkable standing stones of 
Stenness and the Ring of Brodgar.

Day 8 Invergordon. Dunrobin Castle is 
the most northerly of Scotland’s great 
houses and the largest in the Northern 
Highlands with 189 rooms. The castle is 
also one of Britain’s oldest continuously 
inhabited houses dating back to the 
early 1300s, home to the Earls and later, 
the Dukes of Sutherland. After touring 
the castle we will explore the famous 
gardens laid out in 1850 by architect 
Sir Charles Barry. Inspiration came from 
the gardens at the Palace of Versailles 
and little has changed in the last 150 
years. Later, call into the nearby 13th 
century cathedral in the Royal Burgh  
of Dornoch.

Day 9 Aberdeen. Drive to Royal 
Deeside and enjoy the wonderful 
scenery on our way to the 16th century 
Crathes Castle, famous for its splendid 
landscaped grounds and gardens. 
Continue past Balmoral Castle to 

the village of Braemar, famous for its 
September gathering. Time permitting 
we will visit Braemar Castle  built in 
1628 and home to the chiefs of Clan 
Farqharson from the early 18th century 
until 2007 when it was leased to the 
village of Braemar and managed by 
the local community.

Day 10 Dundee. Drive to nearby 
Glamis Castle, ancestral home of 
the Earls of Strathmore for over 600 
years enjoying a lovely situation in 
the foothills of the Angus Glens. It is 
famous for being the childhood home 
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother, the birthplace of 
Princess Margaret and the setting 
for Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. After 
a guided tour of the house and 
splendid gardens we will return to 
Dundee for lunch. In the afternoon 
visit the Discovery, Captain Robert 
Falcon Scott’s Antarctic Expedition 
vessel which has been restored and 
now resides in the city where she was 
built over 100 years ago. 

Day 11 Dundee. Disembark this 
morning. A transfer will be available 
to Edinburgh airport and rail station 
at a fixed time.
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Iona

Canna

Colonsay

Dunvegan Castle, Isle of Skye

Price Includes: 10 nights aboard Sea Cloud II on full board, wine, beer and soft drinks 
with lunch and dinner, shore excursions, services of a cruise director, tour manager, guest 
lecturer, transfers, onboard gratuities, port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, gratuities ashore.
NB. Ports subject to change and weather conditions. 

Cabin DescriptionCat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

E  Deluxe double Cabin

D Deluxe double Cabin   

C Deluxe double Promenade   

B  Junior Suite Promenade   

A Luxury Owner’s Suite Lido  

F  Stateroom for sole use Cabin  

E  Deluxe double for sole use Cabin

£4695
£5195
£5695
£6195
£6995
£6495
£7495

Dunrobin Castle gardens

Deck
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PANAMA
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Panama Canal, Corals & Culture
A wildlife & cultural voyage linking two oceans aboard Sea Cloud II
4th to 17th February 2015 

Let us take you to some of the loveliest and untouched places 
in Costa Rica and Panama. Both countries have over the past 

decade grown in their appeal to the UK traveller. No wonder when 
you consider the attractions; teeming rain forest, cool cloud forest, 
sugar-sand beaches and a remarkably diverse landscape, wildlife 
and culture. When most people think of Panama and Costa Rica, 
they think of overland travel but not the hours which are usually 
spent traversing rugged roads in order to get around. There is an 
easier and more comfortable way to explore the region and that is 
under sail. Skip the arduous, lengthy land travel and relax instead 
aboard the magnificent Sea Cloud II.

Sailing from the Caribbean Sea through the Panama Canal to the 
Pacific Ocean, our cruise will take us along the coasts and to the 
islands of Costa Rica and Panama, areas of outstanding natural 
beauty and home to countless species of endangered birds from 
tiny hummingbirds to flashy macaws and parrots, toucans and 
woodpeckers. Add an amazingly rich biodiversity of flora and 
fauna seen against some of the lushest of landscapes to be found 
anywhere in the world and you have the recipe for a perfect winter 
escape. However, what makes this trip stand out from any other is 
the opportunity to sail the shores of Costa Rica and Panama under 
sail. To be in this beautiful part of the world is a reward in itself, but 
to be aboard such a marvellous vessel makes it perfect. To witness 
the New World as seen by the first explorers and later colonizers is a 
privilege and the sights, sounds and sheer energy of the crew as they 
man the sails will make for long lasting memories.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to San Jose, Costa 
Rica. Fly by scheduled indirect flight.
Upon arrival transfer to the Real 
Intercontinental hotel or similar for an
overnight stay.

Day 2 Puerto Limon, Costa Rica. 
Morning at leisure. After lunch transfer 
to Puerto Limon to embark Sea Cloud II 
in the late afternoon. Welcome drinks 
and dinner onboard.

Day 3 At sea. Relax onboard, out on 
deck and attend a lecture or two by
our guest speaker.

Day 4 Panama Canal Transit. An 
undisputed destination on the travel 
bucket list has to be the Panama 
Canal. The first attempt to build the 
Canal was made by a French company, 
but ended in failure in 1889. The 
American government eventually 
bought out the French for 40 million 
dollars, and their attempt to build 
the Canal started in 1904. Through 
the efforts of over 80,000 workers and 
the loss of more than 30,000 lives, the 
greatest single construction project 
ever undertaken was completed. The 
project ended in triumph, with the 

Canal opening in 1914, and it is now a 
vital artery of international trade, with 
nearly 14,000 ships travelling through 
it every year. Three sets of locks work 
as water elevators lifting ships to the 
level of Gatun Lake, 85 feet (26 metres) 
above sea level, and later lowering 
them again to sea level on the other 
side. By using the Canal, vessels avoid 
travelling the 14,000 nautical mile 
route through the treacherous Drake 
Passage and around Cape Horn at the 
southernmost tip of South America. 
The Canal is around 50 miles long 
and takes between eight to ten hours 
to cross. Unlike many cruise ships we 
are delighted to be able to guarantee 
a daytime transit allowing us the 
best conditions to experience this 
engineering marvel. 

Day 5 Bay of San Miguel, Darien 
Jungle, Panama. This morning arrive
at the wild, rugged and remote Darien 
Province. The Darien Jungle is
recognised as one of the world’s top 
ten birding sites, and we hope to
see many bird species such as the 
colourful crimson-collared tanager,

Manuel Antonio National Park

Howler monkey
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green and chestnut-fronted macaws, 
rufous-tailed and snow-bellied
hummingbirds, whimbrels, willets (a 
type of sandpiper), white ibises, egrets 
and laughing gulls. We will explore 
this pristine, seldom visited area by 
local canoe, navigating up the tidal 
Mogue River to an Embera Indian
settlement. Untouched by the modern 
world these little known tribes offer
a fascinating glimpse of an ancient 
world that has changed little since Sir
Francis Drake was ransacking the 
shore of the Spanish Main.

Day 6 At sea.

Day 7 Isla Coiba, Panama. This once 
infamous prison island, now a National 
Park, has reverted to an island paradise. 
Today will include an exploration of 
the 38 tiny surrounding islands dotted 
along the northern coast with their 
amazing beaches and coral reefs alive 
with all manner of fish. Later, explore 
the main island, which boasts some 147 
species of birds.

Day 8 Golfo Dulce, Costa Rica. This 
afternoon visit the famous gardens at
Casa Orquideas (Orchid House), see a 
profusion of orchids and look out for
tanagers, parrots and colourful 
toucans. We will also have the 
opportunity to visit the Osa Wildlife 
Rescue Centre for orphaned, injured 
and displaced animals indigenous to 

the southern zone of Costa Rica.

Day 9 Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica. 
Spend the morning surrounded by
splendid tropical scenery. Swim in the 
waterfall pools and explore the
Corcovado National Park on a guided 
walk looking out for the howler,
spider and squirrel monkeys.

Day 10 Manuel Antonio National 
Park, Costa Rica. Manuel Antonio
National Park is one of the most 
stunning and bio-diverse areas of the
world. Spread out over 683 hectares it 
is filled with diverse wildlife, has both
primary and secondary forests, boasts 
a stunning shoreline ideal for bird
watching or swimming, and is home to 
a number of endemic species of
plants and animals. We will make an 
early start this morning to get the best
viewing of monkeys, vividly coloured 
birds and the lethargic three-toed
sloth. Spend a leisurely afternoon 
cruising along the Costa Rican coast.

Day 11 Isla Tortugas, Costa Rica. The 
beautiful and peaceful Tortuga Island
lies off the Southern tip of the Nicoya 
Peninsula. Though named after the
Spanish word for turtle, you are far 
more likely to run into the many 
species of birds that call the island 
home. Just over 3 square miles, the 
gentle coast offers some of the most 
sought after spots for snorkelling, 

Price Includes: Economy scheduled air travel, overnight hotel accommodation in San Jose 
on bed and breakfast basis, 11 nights aboard Sea Cloud II on full board with wine, beer and 
soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, cruise director, tour manager, guest speaker, 
shore excursions, gratuities to crew, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, gratuities ashore. 
NB. Ports subject to change and weather conditions. 

Cabin DescriptionCat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

E  Deluxe double Cabin

D Deluxe double Cabin   

C Deluxe double Promenade   

B  Junior Suite Promenade   

A Luxury Owner’s Suite Lido  

F  Stateroom for sole use Cabin  

E  Deluxe double for sole use Cabin

£6395
£6895
£7395
£7895
£8895
£8395
£9395

To witness the 
New World as 
seen by the first 
explorers and 
later colonisers 
is a privilege
and the sights, 
sounds and 
sheer energy of 
the crew as they 
man the
sails will make 
for long lasting 
memories.

swimming and relaxing. Enjoy a 
Beach BBQ prepared for you by  
the Sea Cloud II staff.

Day 12 Herradura, Costa Rica. This 
morning take a trip into the forest that
surrounds the Tarcoles River 
and experience the scenery and 
atmosphere from suspended cable 
bridges over the canopy of the forest.

Day 13 Puerto Caldera to London. 
Disembark this morning and drive to
San Jose for your return indirect flight 
to London.

Day 14 London. Morning arrival.

Ilsa Coiba

Panama Canal

Tree frog

Deck
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Luxury Under Sail in the West Indies
A Cuban & Caribbean Odyssey aboard Sea Cloud II 
8th to 25th March 2015 

Just when winter seems to be endless, it is 
the perfect time to escape to the warmth and 

beauty of the West Indies. Join us aboard Sea 
Cloud II and let us show you a very different 
world to that inhabited by the new breed of mega-cruise ships 
and some of the most delightful islands. Every island is different, 
each with its unique character, and by and large during this unique 
voyage we will head for the smaller less visited places. Occasionally 
our paths will cross with the mega-factory like cruise ships and it 
is at such times we will appreciate even more how fortunate we are 
to be enjoying our classic ship that embodies all the best sailing 
traditions. To be on deck when the sails are fully extended as we 
navigate through the West Indies, is a marvellous experience.  
 
Our island hopping voyage begins in Cuba, a beautiful and 
extraordinary place. Glorious landscapes, powder white beaches 
against a turquoise sea, delightful people and a lifestyle that is more 
1930’s than that of today. Very few cars travel the roads through the 
soft and gentle countryside, horse drawn carriages or pedal power 
are the order of the day. This is your chance to step back in time and 
enjoy the beauty of the landscape, the historic cities and take a rest 
from 21st century capitalism. 
 
From Cuba, we cross to the Dominican Republic and island hop our way to 
Antigua exploring some of the most beautiful tropical isles on the way, some of 
which remain untouched by the hands of tourism. There is no doubt that the less 
commercialised of the islands have enormous charm and great natural beauty. 
But, beyond the fabulous beaches and pastel painted towns there is more. During 
the 17th and 18th centuries the West Indies attracted all manner of adventurers, 
buccaneers, pirates, slave traders and the navy’s of the major European seafaring 
nations. This colourful history makes for an intriguing background to a voyage as 
we are able to island hop from island to island and experience the heritage left 
by the Spanish, French, Dutch and British. We will learn of the great sea battles 
and of the rise of the sugar plantations where son’s of the landed gentry were sent 
to increase the families’ fortunes. This combined with opportunities to snorkel in 
some of the most enticing sub-tropical waters, beach comb, bird watch and enjoy 
the colourful flora makes this area an ideal location for Sea Cloud II. 

island is famous for its beaches, coral 
reefs and densely forested hills. It is 
also home to the Presido Modelo, 
where Fidel Castro was imprisoned 
from 1953 to 1955. This afternoon, 
weather permitting, we will tender 
ashore to Nueva Gerona and visit the 
site which is now a museum.

Day 6 Cienfuegos. Cienfuegos is a laid 
back maritime city with a lazy, tropical 
atmosphere. In colonial times it was 
known as the ‘Pearl of the South’, a 
name earned from its lovely location 
on a picturesque Caribbean bay. 
Explore the town, the Terry Theatre 
where Caruso used to sing and enjoy a 
drink at the stunning Palacio del Valle.

Day 7 Casilda for Trinidad. The 
compact colonial centre of Trinidad 
is one of the most sublime in Latin 
America. The cobbled streets, terracotta 
rooftops and pastel coloured houses are 
a delight. We will spend the morning 
here exploring and visiting either the 
Romantic Museum or City Museum, and 
perhaps a bar for a local speciality.

Day 8 Cruising Jardins de la Reina. We 
continue cruising the south coast of 
Cuba and will pass through the Jardins 
de la Reina archipelago. The area was 
named by Christopher Columbus to 
honour the Queen of Spain and at 75 
miles long contains the third longest 
barrier reef in the world. The reef 
is home to many species of marine 
fauna and large fish but is famous for 
its shark population. Meanwhile the 
250 islands support crocodiles, turtles 
and iguanas amongst the impassable 
mangrove trees. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Havana, Cuba. Fly 
by scheduled indirect flight. Arrive in 
Havana and transfer to Sea Cloud II. 
Moor overnight.

Day 2 Havana. The three “c’s” 
colonialism, capitalism and communism 
have left their indelible mark on this 
historic city. This morning we will 
discover Habana Vieja (Old Havana) 
which was once enclosed within 
fortified walls. Nowhere in the whole 
of the West Indies do the centuries 
of New World history come to life in 
such a dramatic way as in Old Havana. 
We will explore its twisting, cobbled 
streets that lead to beautifully restored 
Baroque churches, castles and palaces 
and visit the 16th century Plaza de 
Armas, the oldest plaza in the city and 
its original administrative centre. The 
afternoon will be at leisure to explore 
Havana independently and this evening 
we have arranged for local musicians to 
come onboard and perform for us. 

Day 3 Havana. Our tour today will 
include a drive along the harbour to 
the outskirts of the city until we reach 
San Francisco de Paula where we will 
visit Hemingway’s former residence 
Finca Villa Vigía, today a museum.  
Continue on to the fishermens’ 
village of Cojimar, background for 
Hemingway’s nobel prize winning 
novel “The Old Man and the Sea”. 
Stroll around the village to the 
Hemingway memorial by the sea 
before returning to the Sea Cloud II 
and setting sail during lunch.

Day 4 Maria La Gorda. Enjoy a 
relaxing morning at sea as we 
cruise around the west coast of 
Cuba and the resort of Maria La 
Gorda. Renowned as one of the 
top dive sites in Cuba we will have 
the opportunity to snorkel amongst 
the 6,500 varieties of fish, sponges 
and molluscs, enjoy a nature walk or 
simply relax on a white sandy beach.

Day 5 Nueva Gerona, Isla de 
Juventud. Located some 50 miles 
from Cuba’s south coast, this attractive 

Santo Domingo

Castle of El Morro,Havana
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Day 9 Santiago de Cuba. After a 
morning at sea, arrive in Santiago 
de Cuba. Our tour will commence 
with a panoramic drive through the 
city including stops at the Moncada 
Garrison, which still bears bullet holes 
from Fidel Castro’s attempted coup 
in 1953 and also take in the imposing 
Plaza de la Revolucion. We will drive 
out of the city through lush tropical 
scenery to the Castillo del Morro 
which guards the entrance to the 
harbour, affording magnificent views.

Day 10 At sea. Relax on deck and 
attend a lecture or two.

Day 11 Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic. Santo Domingo, the capital 
of the Dominican Republic and a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, is 
the oldest continuously inhabited 
European settlement. Founded by 
Bartholomew Columbus in 1496, the 
city is a mix of old-world charm and 
modern Latin flair. On a walking tour 
this morning, we willl visit the Palace 
of Diego Columbus, the historic 
museum “Casas Reales”, “La Torre del 
Homenaje”, the first Cathedral of the 
“New World” and the “Parque Colón”.

Day 12 At sea. Relax onboard and 
experience the joy of travelling under sail.

Day 13 Virgin Gorda, British Virgin 
Islands. These islands are recognised 
throughout the seafaring world as one 
of the finest sailing areas. The thirty-
six islands and cays sit in a dazzling 
turquoise sea surrounded by beautiful 
coral reefs. We will drop anchor at 

Virgin Gorda, one of the principal 
islands of this charming and unspoiled 
British Crown colony, and spend the 
morning ashore.

Day 14 Jost Van Dyke. Today we will 
enjoy a beach BBQ on the little visited 
hideaway island of Jost Van Dyke.

Day 15 St Barthelemy. We spend the 
day at St Barthelemy, a gem of an 
island. Very French in atmosphere it is 
only eight square miles, yet is one of 
the most beautiful in the whole of the 
Caribbean. Mellow green mountains, 
coral sand coves and dolls house-size 
capital make this one of the most 
appealing ports in the area. It is also 
one of the most sophisticated with 
excellent French restaurants, ultra-
expensive hotels, smart yachts in the 
harbour and a relaxed atmosphere.

Sea C
loud II – Luxury U

nder Sail in the W
est Indies

Day 16 Nevis. True, most of the old 
plantations are now deluxe resorts, 
but then you can see why they have 
chosen this little bit of paradise. The 
island of Nevis featured significantly 
in Nelson’s time in the West Indies. 
It was here that he met Fanny Nisbet 
and later married her in the old 
Montpelier House, on the site where a 
hotel now stands. Prince William, later 
to become William IV who was under 
Nelson’s command attended the 
wedding and gave the bride away. On 
an island drive we will visit the Nelson 
Museum and Botanical Gardens.

Day 17 Antigua to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled flight 
to London.

Day 18 London. Arrive this morning.

Our island 
hopping voyage 
begins in Cuba, 
a beautiful and 
extraordinary 
place. Glorious 
landscapes, 
powder white 
beaches against 
a turquoise sea, 
delightful people
and a lifestyle that 
is more 1930’s 
than that of today.

Gustavia Harbour, St BartsCienfuegos French Anglefish

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 16 nights aboard Sea Cloud II  
on a full board basis with house wine and beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner, 
services of a cruise director, tour manager, guest speaker, shore excursions, gratuities to 
crew, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, gratuities on excursions. 
NB. Ports subject to change and weather conditions. 

Cabin Description DeckCat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

E  Deluxe double Cabin

D Deluxe double Cabin   

C Deluxe double Promenade   

B  Junior Suite Promenade   

A Luxury Owner’s Suite Lido  

F  Stateroom for sole use Cabin  

E  Deluxe double for sole use Cabin

£7995
£8495
£8995
£9495

£10495
£9995

£10995

Virgin Gorda
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Luxury Under Sail in the Azores
Island hopping around the stunning Azores Archipelago aboard Sea Cloud II
11th to 18th April 2015

Far out in the Atlantic, some 800 miles 
from the Portuguese coast, the nine 

islands of the Azores are known for their 
amazing volcanic scenery, abundant flora and 
peaceful lifestyle. But, the appeal of this remote and 
unsophisticated archipelago is difficult to define in words. 
If you appreciate dramatic scenery, walking through verdant mountain landscapes, 
exploring islands where time appears to be standing still, watching for passing whales and learning 
about the local people and their customs, then this could be the perfect voyage for you. A cruise around 
the Azores is the ideal way to see these extraordinarily beautiful and untouched islands and a cruise 
under sail makes the whole experience something special. The relatively short distances between the 
islands and reliable winds allow us to employ the sails for much of the time. And, anyone who has 
experienced a journey under sail on a tall ship will tell you there is nothing to compare, it is the tops. 

Flores

Corvo
Graciosa

Faial

Terceira

Pico

Sao Miguel 
THE AZORES

Santa Maria

For those
seeking an
informative
cruise around
some
extraordinarily
beautiful and
untouched
islands, the
Azores offers 
so much.

Azores coastline
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Ponta Delgada, Sao 
Miguel Island. Fly by scheduled flight 
via Lisbon. On arrival transfer to Sea 
Cloud II and sail this evening. 

Day 2 Faial. After enjoying our first 
morning at sea, we arrive at Faial 
where we will explore the fairly 
recent volcanic activity at Ponta 
dos Capelinhos. See how a 1957-58 
volcanic eruption transformed the area 
and created a new land mass. We will 
learn about Azorean ties to the sea 
through local art at the Scrimshaw 
Museum, visit the botanical gardens 
and absorb country life during a rural 
drive. 

Day 3 Flores & Corvo. Named after 
its abundant flora, Flores is often 
regarded as the prettiest of the 
Azores. A rugged terrain with flowers 
growing in the deep canyons and 
waterfalls casting hues of blues and 
green as they splash down to the 
sea. Visit the vertical basalt cliffs of 
Rocha do Bordoes, formed by the 
cooling of lava. See a stunning array 
of natural features including calderas, 
fajas, rivers, waterfalls and valleys. 

Sea C
loud II – Luxury U

nder Sail in the A
zores

Sail through lunch and in the mid 
afternoon we visit the tiny island of 
Corvo. Here we will see firsthand how 
the island was formed with a visit to 
the caldera measuring 2km across and 
over 300m deep. 

Day 4 Graciosa. Morning at sea, 
arriving at Graciosa at lunchtime. Visit 
Furna do Enxofre (‘Cave of Sulphur’) 
and take a winding stairway down to a 
volcanic cavern and lake. 

Day 5 Terceira. Today we have a full 
day on Terceira. This morning explore 
Angra do Heroismo, a charming 
UNESCO heritage town with a distinct 
Mediterranean flavour. Enjoy a walking 
tour that takes in the Misericorda 
church, Convent do Sao Francisco, 
public gardens and museum. In the 
afternoon there will be free time 
to hike to Monte Brasil to see the 
fortification and view, or relax and 
wander the historic town. 

Day 6 Pico. Explore distinctive Pico, 
home to Portugal’s highest peak 
and numerous black lava flows. The 
UNESCO-designated Lajido Acros 

Price Includes: Price includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 7 nights aboard Sea 
Cloud II on full board, wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, transfers, port taxes, airport taxes cruise director, tour manager, local guides.
Not Included: Travel insurance, gratuities ashore. 
NB. Ports subject to change and weather conditions. 

Cabin DescriptionCat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

E  Deluxe double Cabin

D Deluxe double Cabin   

C Deluxe double Promenade   

B  Junior Suite Promenade   

A Luxury Owner’s Suite Lido  

F  Stateroom for sole use Cabin  

E  Deluxe double for sole use Cabin

£3895
£4195
£4495
£4795
£4995
£5495
£5695

tells the story of early winemakers 
and we will learn about whaling life in 
the Azores at the Museum of Lajes. 
Afternoon at sea. 

Day 7 Santa Maria. This morning 
we arrive at Santa Maria Island. Our 
planned itinerary includes visits to the 
remote settlements of Sao Laurenco 
and Maia, known for vineyards which 
rise steeply up high sea cliffs in 

terraces. This coastline is accentuated 
by a dramatic waterfall, lava tube 
caves, seabirds and marine life. It is 
the only island that is both volcanic 
and sedimentary. Afternoon at sea. 

Day 8 Ponta Delgada, Sao Miguel to 
London. Disembark after breakfast 
and transfer to the airport for the 
return scheduled flight to London via 
Lisbon. 

Terceira

Sao Miguel

Dolphins

Deck
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Your Cabin/Suite 
Accommodating just 49 passengers, the American Glory offers some of the most 
spacious staterooms found on a ship of this size – all are over 200 square feet 
with en-suite facilities and  a large opening picture window or private balcony 
from which you can enjoy the ever changing scenery from. Amenities in your 
cabin include complimentary Wi-Fi, satellite television and DVD player, individual 
climate control, writing desk and stationery, hairdryer, spacious wardrobe, four-
drawer chest and bedside table. There is no public walkway in front of any cabin, 
therefore all windows and balconies are completely private. 

Your Space 
The ‘country-club’ atmosphere onboard allows guests to relax and get to know 
their fellow travellers who share their interest in American history and culture. 
The two spacious lounges offer ample room for passengers to sit in solitude and 
enjoy peace and quiet as well as make friends and enjoy a social atmosphere. 
The beauty of the ship is that it is small enough to get to know people and make 

new friends, yet spacious enough to enjoy a peaceful cruise depending on your 
preference. The large sun deck offers an area under shade, ample deck furniture 
and a putting green. There is also a lift onboard which serves all decks and the 
vessel features the latest navigation and safety equipment. 

Your Dining
The window-lined Grand Dining Room comfortably seats all passengers in 
one sitting and you are free to sit where you choose with every seat offering a 
panoramic view. As with the general atmosphere throughout the ship, dining 
is a casual affair with a smart-casual dress code. The onboard chefs have great 
culinary credentials and you will enjoy some delicious meals during your trip. 
Menus are inspired by regional and local specialties, using only the freshest 
ingredients. Each evening before dinner, enjoy complimentary cocktails and  
hors d’oeuvres, as you mingle with other passengers to exchange the  
adventures of the day. 

American Glory
We are delighted to have chartered the 49-passenger American Glory for our coastal cruises in North 
America. Built in 2002 and operated by our US associates American Cruise Lines, this is a small, modern 
vessel offering a unique style of cruising. Similar to our own philosophy, American Cruise Lines believe 
the itinerary to be paramount and you will therefore find a casual atmosphere onboard with the emphasis on 
exploration. The professional, friendly crew will welcome you aboard and happily help you to settle in for 
your forthcoming voyage.  
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Life Onboard 
A typical day will include an 
informal breakfast with your fellow 
guests, an exploration ashore with 
experienced guides followed by 
time cruising. The atmosphere 
onboard is very relaxed with 
the emphasis on discovery and 
enjoying time spent with like-
minded travellers. Onboard local 

experts and historians will enhance your knowledge of the places you are visiting. 
Through informal lectures, open discussions and activities, they bring local history, 
nature and culture alive with their knowledge and passion for American heritage. 
In addition a dedicated Noble Caledonia escort will be onboard to ensure your 
cruise runs smoothly and is as enjoyable as possible.

  Lounge   On Deck

  Stateroom

  Category A Stateroom

  Restaurant

A
m

erican G
lory

  Category AAC Stateroom

  Bathroom
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History and Nature on the American East Coast
A springtime voyage from Alexandria to Boston aboard the American Glory   
8th to 21st May 2015

Uncover the 
fascinating history 

of colonial America 
on a voyage along its 

beautiful east coast. Our 
journey takes in some of 

America’s most famous and 
historically important cities, 

including Washington DC, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, New York and Boston. Each 
city has so much to discover and enjoy 
including exceptional museums and grand 

homes. We will also learn about the majestic 
seafaring heritage of New England by exploring 
whaling and maritime museums, scenic bluffs, 
beaches, cobblestone streets and characterful 
shopping streets. Martha’s Vineyard, once 

one of the world’s most important whaling centres is particularly 
picturesque with its stunning beaches and colourful buildings. 

People have been drawn to the spectacular coast of Maine 
throughout history. As the American Glory cruises along sparkling 
bays and past historic harbours you will discover the fascinating 
heritage and beautiful landscape of this region including Bar Harbor 
with Acadia National Park as its backdrop and the harbour town of 
Newport with its opulent ocean-side mansions. A fitting centre piece 
to our unique journey is our arrival into New York Harbour where 
we have the added advantage of mooring overnight. 

Our View 
“We planned this tour to combine the 
natural world, history and culture of 
the east coast of America, enjoying a 
springtime visit to both big cities and 
small islands. Historic Williamsburg 
and Mount Vernon have links to the 
colonial past, the beautiful New 
England countryside can be admired 
in Bar Harbor and the islands on 
Martha’s Vineyard and there is also 
time to explore New York, Philadelphia 
and Boston. This itinerary includes 
must-see sites and also a few surprises 
along the way in the lesser-known 
parts of the coastline. The leisurely 
pace of the voyage ensures there 
is plenty of free time to relax, and 
with an overnight mooring in New 
York you have the chance to take in 
a show on Broadway. The American 
Glory ensures a relaxed and intimate 
experience. With only 49 guests we 
are able to ensure we do not take 
over the ports when we arrive and can 
quickly disembark and embark again 
after our excursions before setting sail 
to our next destination.”

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Alexandria. Fly by 
scheduled flight to Washington DC. 
On arrival transfer to the American 
Glory moored in the nearby port of 

Alexandria. Spend the remainder of 
day at leisure before enjoying dinner 
onboard. We will moor overnight so 
you may wish to take an evening stroll 
after dinner.

Day 2 Alexandria. After breakfast we 
visit Mount Vernon, situated along the 
Potomac River. Our first stop is the 
mansion, depicted as it was in 1799, 
one year before Washington’s death 
where we will have a guided tour. 
We will then have the opportunity to 
explore independently fascinating 
sights such as Washington’s Tomb, 
the inspirational Slave Memorial, lush 
gardens, and other exhibits located 
on the estate. After lunch onboard, 
the afternoon can be spent either 
relaxing on the American Glory or 
amongst the art and craft stores of 
Alexandria. Alternatively you can join 
a tour to Washington DC which takes 
in the White House, Capitol, Lincoln 
Memorial and Washington Monument. 

Day 3 Kitty Hawk. After a morning 
sailing we arrive in Kitty Hawk where 
we will visit the Wright Brothers’ 
National Memorial. A park ranger 
will introduce the fascinating history 
of aviation, and then you will have 
the chance to explore the Visitor 
Centre, where the Wright brothers’ 
story is told through exhibits and 
reproductions.

Day 4 Yorktown. This morning we will 
leave the ship and drive to Colonial 
Williamsburg, via the Colonial 
Parkway, which was built during the 
Depression by WPA workers and 
connects Williamsburg, Yorktown and 
Jamestown. Enjoy beautiful views 
of the York River and the Virginia 
countryside before stepping back 
into the 18th century in Williamsburg. 
Our guide will lead us through the 
past and the events that helped 
shape America’s history, as we enjoy 
a leisurely walking tour through the 
restored area of this lovely city. The 
afternoon is free to explore Yorktown 
independently or relax onboard.

Day 5 Baltimore. Baltimore is a 
great American city, bustling with 
excitement, colonial history and a 
rejuvenated maritime spirit. It was 
founded in 1729 and soon became an 
important shipbuilding centre where 
merchants prospered and the port 
flourished. Our morning orientation 
tour will include the city’s most noted 
landmarks such as Federal Hill, Little 

Portland, Maine
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Italy and Fort McHenry. Baltimore, is 
affectionately known as Crab City so 
you may wish to have lunch ashore 
in one of the many steamed crab 
restaurants.

Day 6 Philadelphia. Philadelphia is 
where Americans defended their 
liberty, achieved technological success 
and forged the ideals of the American 
Dream. The city was once the second 
largest in the British Empire and 
the social centre of the original 13 
American colonies. Furthermore, it 
was the home of many ideas and 
actions which gave birth to the 
American Revolution and American 
independence, and it is where the 
Declaration of Independence was 
written in 1776. Our tour this morning 
will include Independence Hall and 
the Liberty Bell Centre. Return to the 
ship for lunch and sail this afternoon.

Day 7 New York. After a morning at 
sea we arrive into New York City at 
lunchtime, sailing past the Statue of 
Liberty. Our afternoon orientation tour 
takes in the city’s highlights, including 
the Empire State Building and Ground 
Zero. After the tour, you are free to 
explore independently; perhaps visit 
the legendary artists and writers’ 
quarter of Greenwich Village, enjoy 
shopping on Fifth Avenue, wander in 
Central Park or visit one of the many 
museums. We moor overnight so you 
may wish to dine in the city or go to 
the theatre.

Day 8 New York. We have a full 
day to enjoy New York City. This 
morning enjoy a harbour cruise, 
passing the Statue of Liberty, before 
landing at Ellis Island. At this spot 
around 12 million steerage and third 
class steamship passengers were 
processed for immigration into the 
USA between 1892 and 1954. Now a 
museum, we get a fascinating insight 

into the immigrants’ experience. 
The afternoon offers a chance to 
take in the city independently; you 
may wish to explore the ‘highline’ 
a redeveloped section of the New 
York Central railroad which is now 
an urban park or head to Little Italy. 
Enjoy dinner onboard and stunning 
views from deck as we set sail.

Day 9 Newport, Rhode Island. 
Throughout the years Newport’s 
role has changed. Initially it was 
developed as a colony founded on 
religious freedom, before enjoying 
a spell as the summer playground 
for American socialite families. It was 
then a key location for the United 
States Navy, and today is a well-known 
yachting centre. Our afternoon tour 
will explore the opulent ocean-side 
mansions, including the Breakers 
– a 70 room mansion and National 
Historic Landmark built for Cornelius 
Vanderbilt II in 1895.

Day 10 Martha’s Vineyard. Over a 
century ago, Martha’s Vineyard was one 
of the world’s most important whaling 
centres. Today its picturesque landscape 
of fishing villages and beautiful beaches 
is home to local, summertime, and 
celebrity residents. On a morning 
drive we will explore several historic 
buildings including Edgartown, an 
architectural gem of 18th and 19th 
century sea captains’ houses. We will 
also visit Vincent House, built in 1672 
and the oldest residence on Martha’s 
Vineyard, and the Old Whaling Church, 
built in 1843 and considered one of 
New England’s finest examples of Greek 
Revival architecture. Later, you have the 
opportunity to stroll along the harbour 
or discover the town’s fine boutiques 
and restaurants.

Day 11 Portland. After a picturesque 
cruise though the Calendar Islands of 
Casco Bay we arrive into Portland, an 

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, 12 nights aboard the American Glory 
on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
shore excursions, Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, transfers, port taxes, gratuities 
onboard the ship and on excursions. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cat Cabin Description

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

 A  Stateroom with window 

 AA  Stateroom with window 

 AAL  Stateroom with balcony 

 AAC  Stateroom with balcony 

 N/A Single Stateroom with window 

 N/A Single Stateroom with balcony

Prices
£6895
£7195
£7595
£7995
£7195
£7795 

historic yet modern seacoast city. Our 
city highlight’s tour includes a stop at 
the Portland Head Light where you 
have the chance to commemorate 
your voyage with a photograph in front 
of this classic 18th century landmark, 
rising grandly above the Atlantic 
Ocean. This afternoon is free to wander 
through the cobblestone streets of 
the centre or visit the arts’ district with 
galleries, antique shops and studios.

Day 12 Bar Harbor. This morning 
we explore Bar Harbor, set amid 
Maine’s dramatic coast. Surrounded 
by Acadia National Park, this quaint 
fishing village on Mount Desert 
Island was a fashionable resort town 
in the late 1800s and the summer 
home of influential families, including 
the Astors and Rockefellers. We 
have a choice of activities today. 
Either join a nature cruise, where 
you can get up close and personal 
with the indigenous marine wildlife 
that inhabits the area, including 
harbour seals and eagles. Visit 
Egg Rock Lighthouse, for fabulous 
views of Acadia National Park and 
the magnificent summer houses, 
and find out the secrets of the local 

lobstering industry. Alternatively 
join a tour to Acadia National Park 
which encompasses 47,633 acres of 
granite domed mountains and ocean 
shoreline. We will stop at Cadillac 
Mountain, which at 1500 ft is the 
highest point on the eastern seaboard, 
and Thunder Hole, a cave in the pink 
granite bedrock with a spectacular 
ocean view, where surging waves 
hammer against the end wall.

Day 13 Boston to London. Disembark 
this morning and enjoy a morning 
tour where we will view the Old North 
Church, where Paul Revere began his 
famous ride, and discover the Beacon 
Hill neighbourhood, with lovely turn-
of-the-century homes and cobblestone 
streets. We then visit the Charlestown 
Naval Yard and board the USS 
Constitution, the oldest commissioned 
warship still afloat. After a local lunch 
we transfer to the airport and our 
scheduled flight to London.

Day 14 London. Arrive back in London 
in the morning.

Martha’s Vineyard

Manhattan skyline, New York City

Newport



118 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

NOVA SCOTIA

NEW
BRUNSWICK

Q U E B E CO N T A R I O

P R I N C E
E D WA R D
I S L A N D

M I C H I G A N

O H I O

W I S C O N S I N

I N D I A N A

I L L I N O I S

I l l
i n

o i s

H
U

D
SO

N

Ottawa

Miss ina ib i

A
l b

i t i b
i

H
a r r i c ana

M
i s s i s s i p p i  

W
is

co
ns

in

 

W a b a s h  

O

h
i

o
 

N o t t aw
a y  

S t .
 L

a w r e n c e  

Ile d’Anticosti

MAGDALENE
ISLANDS

Lake Nipigon

G
r e

e n  B
ay

L
a

k e
 M

i c
h

i g
a

n

Georgian Bay

Lake Abitibi

Lake Nipissing

Lake Simcoe

Rés. Cabonga

Lake Mistassini

Lac Saint-Jean

Rés. Gouin

L A U R E N T I A N

P L A T E A U

Pointe Heath

Cape Ray

Cape Canso

L a k e  S u p e r i o r  

L a k e
 H

u
r o

n
 

L a k e  E r i e  

Springfield

Peoria

Chicago
Davenport

Eau Claire

Oshkosh

Madison
Milwaukee

Grand Rapids
Lansing

Indianapolis

Cincinnati

Dayton

Flint

Detroit

Toledo

Port Huron

Cleveland

Columbus
Pittsburgh

Baltimore

Hamilton

Toronto

Duluth

Thunder Bay

Sault Ste. Marie
North Bay

Chicoutimi
Jonquière

Quebec
Fort Kent

Moncton

Charlottetown

Glace Bay

Marquette

Green Bay

Rockford

Gary

Decatur

La Sarre

Rouyn-NorandaKirkland Lake

Akron

Alma

Matane

Portland

Rhode Island

Boston

Martha’s Vineyard
Nantucket Island

New York

Albany

Poughkeepsie

Camden
Bar Harbor

USA

Sleepy Hollow

Spring in New England 
A voyage from Boston to New York including the Hudson River aboard the American Glory 
20th May to 1st June 2015

Join us aboard the American 
Glory and set sail for what 

promises to be a fascinating 
springtime voyage in New England, 

cruising along its beautiful 
and dramatic coastline and 

uncovering the fascinating 
history of the United States of America. We 

have chartered the American Glory, a small ship 
of just 49 passengers, which has made it possible to plan an 

unusual itinerary with some charming ports of call.

We begin in Boston, elegant and sophisticated, with cobbled streets and 
turn of the century homes and here we discover Cambridge, with its 
plethora of arts and culture, a seat of learning like its English namesake. 
From Boston we sail north to Camden, the jewel of the Maine 
coast, with its breathtaking harbour and beaches and white-steepled 
churches. Bar Harbor offers a wealth of natural beauty, from marine 
wildlife including seals and eagles to the granite domed mountains of 
Acadia National Park. Stand on a craggy bluff and admire Egg Rock 
Lighthouse as the stunning National Park spreads out at your feet. A 
relaxing journey south takes us to Portland, via the Calendar Islands, 
so named because it was believed there were 365 of them. Wander the 
cobblestone streets of Portland, pop into antique shops and boutiques, 
or visit the classic 18th century Head Light. 

Playground of the rich and famous, Martha’s Vineyard has charming 
shops and restaurants to enjoy, and glorious beaches upon which to 
take a gentle stroll. Opulent mansions and yachts are the hallmark 
of Newport, Rhode Island, including the 70-room Breakers, built 
for Cornelius Vanderbilt II. In Poughkeepsie, one of America’s most 
famous sons, Franklin D Roosevelt, is immortalised in the FDR 
Presidential Library and Museum, and his wife Eleanor is honoured in 
her home Val-Kill. From historic Albany we set sail down the Hudson 
to vibrant New York, a fitting end for our voyage where we have the 
added advantage of an overnight mooring allowing you to perhaps take 
in a show on Broadway or dine ashore.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Boston. Fly by 
scheduled flight to Boston. Arrive in the 
afternoon and transfer to the American 
Glory. The remainder of the day is 
free to settle into your cabin and relax 
onboard before dinner. Moor overnight.

Day 2 Boston. This morning we will 
explore Boston and Cambridge. 
Founded in 1630 as the first seat of 
government for the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony, Cambridge has developed 
into an international community 
merging history, education, arts and 
culture. We will have time to stroll 
the historically elegant Brattle Street 
with its outstanding collection of Tory 
mansions including the Longfellow 
House National Historic Site, a 
treasure chest of historic artefacts. 
In Boston we will view the Old North 
Church, where Paul Revere began 
his famous ride, and discover the 
Beacon Hill neighbourhood, with 
its lovely turn-of-the-century homes 
and cobblestone streets. We end the 
morning with a visit to the Charles-
town Naval Yard to step aboard 
the USS Constitution, the oldest 
commissioned warship still afloat. 
After lunch onboard the American 
Glory, the afternoon is yours to 
explore Boston at leisure. 

Day 3 Camden, Maine. Known 
as the jewel of the Maine Coast, 
Camden is a breathtakingly beautiful 
seaside community with a strong 
maritime heritage and one of the 
most photographed harbours in 
New England. We will have time 
this afternoon to explore the 
white-steepled churches, narrow 
streets lined with quaint shops and 
restaurants, harbour packed with 
schooners and windjammers and 
stately old homes. Alternatively, you 
can join a drive to Camden Hills 
State Park and stop at the top of the 
mountain for a stunning panoramic 
view of shining lakes, the busy harbour 
and the islands of the Penobscot Bay.

Day 4 Bar Harbor. This morning 
we explore Bar Harbor, set amid 
Maine’s dramatic coast. Surrounded 
by Acadia National Park, this quaint 
fishing village on Mount Desert Island 
was a fashionable resort town in the 
late 1800s and the summer home 
of influential families, including the 
Astors and Rockefellers. We 
have a choice of activities today. 

Either join a nature cruise, where 
you can get up close and personal 
with the indigenous marine wildlife 
that inhabits the area, including 
harbour seals and eagles. Visit 
Egg Rock Lighthouse, for fabulous 
views of Acadia National Park and 
the magnificent summer houses, 
and find out the secrets of the local 
lobstering industry. Alternatively 
join a tour to Acadia National Park 
which encompasses 47,633 acres of 
granite domed mountains and ocean 
shoreline. We will stop at Cadillac 
Mountain, which at 1500 ft is the 
highest point on the eastern seaboard, 
and Thunder Hole, a cave in the pink 
granite bedrock with a spectacular 
ocean view, where surging waves 
hammer against the end wall. There 
is also the chance to visit the Abbe 
Museum’s collections chronicling 
Maine’s 10,000 years of Native 
American culture and history.

Day 5 Portland. After a picturesque 
cruise though the Calendar Islands of 
Casco Bay we arrive into Portland, an 
historic yet modern seacoast city. Our 
city highlight’s tour includes a stop at 
the Portland Head Light where you 
have the chance to commemorate 
your voyage with a photograph in front 
of this classic 18th century landmark, 
rising grandly above the Atlantic 
Ocean. This afternoon is free to wander 
through the cobblestone streets of 
the centre or visit the arts’ district with 
galleries, antique shops and studios.

Day 6 Martha’s Vineyard. Over a 
century ago, Martha’s Vineyard was 
one of the world’s most important 
whaling centres. Today its charming 
landscape of fishing villages and 
beautiful beaches is home to local, Boston

Camden, Maine
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, 11 nights aboard the American Glory on a 
full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, transfers, port taxes, gratuities onboard the ship 
and on excursions.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

 A  Stateroom with window 

 AA  Stateroom with window 

 AAL  Stateroom with balcony 

 AAC  Stateroom with balcony 

 N/A Single Stateroom with window 

 N/A Single Stateroom with balcony

Prices
£6495
£6795
£7295
£7795
£6995
£7695

summertime, and celebrity residents. 
On a morning drive we will explore 
several historic buildings including 
Edgartown, an architectural gem of 
18th and 19th century sea captains’ 
houses. We will also visit Vincent 
House, built in 1672 and the oldest 
residence on Martha’s Vineyard, and 
the Old Whaling Church, built in 1843 
and considered one of New England’s 
finest examples of Greek Revival 
architecture. Later, you have the 
opportunity to stroll along the harbour 
or discover the town’s fine boutiques 
and restaurants.

Day 7 Nantucket Island. This quiet 
19th century island retains the spirit of 
the whaling days and its sea captains. A 
morning tour of the island will include 
the early history and whaling stories of 
this popular spot and a ride through 
the beautiful village of Siasconset 
known for its rose-covered cottages.

Day 8 Newport, Rhode Island. 
Throughout the years Newport’s 
role has changed. Initially it was 
developed as a colony founded on 
religious freedom, before enjoying 
a spell as the summer playground 
for American socialite families. It was 
then a key location for the United 
States Navy, and today is a well-known 
yachting centre. Our morning tour 
will explore the opulent ocean-side 
mansions, including the Breakers 
– a 70 room mansion and National 
Historic Landmark built for Cornelius 
Vanderbilt II in 1895.

Day 9 Hudson River & Poughkeepsie. 
We spend the morning on a leisurely 
cruise up the Hudson arriving into 
Poughkeepsie at lunchtime. This 
afternoon we visit the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Presidential Library and 
Museum, conceived by FDR to house 
the many historic papers, books 
and memorabilia he accumulated 
throughout his life. After privately raising 
funds to build the site, he donated it 
to the National Archives to ensure that 
the public would have access to such 
important documents. We also visit 

Eleanor Roosevelt’s Val-Kill, a National 
Historic Site. Wander the bucolic 
grounds and visit the cottage where 
Eleanor lived until her death. 

Day 10 Albany & the Hudson. 
Albany is one of the oldest surviving 
settlements from the original 13 
colonies, and the longest continuously 
chartered city in the United States. 
Enjoy a narrated tour of the city 
including stops at the New York 
State Capitol Building and the New 
York State Museum, which houses 
an impressive collection of over 12 
million specimens and artefacts. After 
lunch we continue to cruise down the 
Hudson River.

Day 11 Sleepy Hollow & New York 
City. The riverside town of Sleepy 
Hollow is forever immortalised in the 
works of one of the country’s first great 
writers, Washington Irving. The author 
found inspiration in the Hudson Valley, 
creating legendary stories like Rip Van 
Winkle. Today, Irving’s country home, 
Sunnyside, is a National Historic 
Landmark and welcomes visitors with 
tales of the man himself. We spend 
the morning here before sailing into 
New York City at lunchtime. Our 
afternoon orientation tour features the 
city’s highlights including the Empire 
State Building and Ground Zero. We 
will be moored overnight so you may 
wish to dine in the city or take in a 
show.

Day 12 New York City to London. We 
will disembark this morning and take a 
harbour cruise, passing the Statue of 
Liberty before landing at Ellis Island. 
At this spot around 12 million steerage 
and third class steamship passengers 
were processed for immigration into 
the USA between 1892 and 1954. Now 
a museum, we get a fascinating insight 
into the immigrants’ experience. Enjoy 
lunch at a local restaurant before 
transferring to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London. 

Day 13 London. Arrive in London in 
the morning.

Martha’s Vineyard

View of Bar Harbor

Nantucket Island

Cat Cabin Description
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Fall Splendours of North America 
An autumnal voyage along the east coast of America aboard the American Glory
6th to 18th October 2015

New England is 
the birthplace of

the modern, independent 
United States of America 

and this autumnal tour is 
packed full of fascinating 

history, from the site of Paul 
Revere’s famous ride to warn 

of the British invasion, to Ellis Island, where 
millions of immigrants began their new 

lives, contributing to the great melting pot that 
is America today. Philadelphia is where the 

all-important Declaration of Independence was 
written, and here you have the chance to explore 

this most historic city, once the second largest in the British Empire. 
Step back in time in colonial Williamsburg; with its cobbled 
streets, reconstructed houses and authentically dressed guides, 
it’s a living museum of the 18th century. Walk in the footsteps of 
famous and wealthy American families – the Rockefellers, Astors 
and Vanderbilts. Explore their grand mansions and enjoy a relaxing 
stroll through the fashionable resorts of Martha’s Vineyard, Bar 
Harbor and Newport. Savour the delights of quaint fishing villages 
with boats bobbing in beautiful harbours and sample some of the 
most delicious seafood in the world in ‘Crab City’. 

There is plenty for nature lovers as well; Bar Harbor’s seals and 
eagles, the dramatic granite domed mountains of Acadia National 
Park and of course, with luck, the glorious colours of a New 
England fall. Relaxing afternoons on deck contrast with the thrill of 
two of the world’s most famous cities, New York and Washington.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Portland. Fly by 
scheduled flight to Boston. Arrive 
in the afternoon and transfer to the 
American Glory moored in Portland 
before setting sail in the evening.

Day 2 Bar Harbor. The quaint fishing 
village of Bar Harbor, on Mount 
Desert Island is surrounded by Acadia 
National Park and was a fashionable 
resort town in the late 1800s and the 
summer home of influential families, 
including the Astors and Rockefellers. 
We have a choice of activities today. 
You can join a nature cruise to get up 
close and personal with the indigenous 
marine wildlife that inhabits the area, 
including harbour seals and eagles. 
Visit Egg Rock Lighthouse, for fabulous 
views of Acadia National Park and 
the magnificent summer houses, 
and discover the secrets of the local 
lobstering industry. Alternatively join 
a tour to Acadia National Park which 
encompasses 47,633 acres of granite 
domed mountains and ocean shoreline. 
We will stop at Cadillac Mountain, which 
at 1500 feet is the highest point on the 
eastern seaboard, and Thunder Hole, a 
cave in the pink granite bedrock with a 
spectacular ocean view, where surging 
waves hammer against the end wall. We 
also visit the Abbe Museum’s collections 
chronicling Maine’s 10,000 years of 
Native American culture and history. 
Enjoy a relaxing afternoon onboard as 
we sail for Boston.

Day 3 Boston. This morning we 
explore Boston and Cambridge. 
Founded in 1630 as the first seat of 
government for the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony, Cambridge has developed 
into an international community, 
merging history, education, arts and 
culture. Stroll the historically elegant 
Brattle Street with its outstanding 
collection of Tory mansions including 
the Longfellow House National 
Historic Site, a treasure chest of 
historic artefacts. In Boston, visit the 
Old North Church, where Paul Revere 
began his famous ride, and discover 
the Beacon Hill neighbourhood, with 
lovely turn-of-the-century homes and 
cobblestone streets. Then visit the 
Charlestown Naval Yard and board 
the USS Constitution, the oldest 
commissioned warship still afloat. 

Day 4 Martha’s Vineyard. Over a 
century ago, Martha’s Vineyard was 
one of the world’s most important 

whaling centres. Today, its picturesque 
landscape of fishing villages and 
beautiful beaches is home to local, 
summertime, and celebrity residents. 
On a morning drive we explore historic 
buildings including Edgartown, an 
architectural gem of 18th and 19th 
century sea captains’ houses. Visit the 
Vincent House, built in 1672 and the 
oldest residence on Martha’s Vineyard, 
and the Old Whaling Church, built 
in 1843 and considered one of New 
England’s finest examples of Greek 
Revival architecture. Later, you will 
have the opportunity to stroll along 
the harbour or discover the town’s fine 
boutiques and restaurants.

Day 5 Newport, Rhode Island. 
Throughout the years Newport’s 
role has changed. Initially it was 
developed as a colony founded on 
religious freedom, before enjoying 
a spell as the summer playground 
for American socialite families. It was 
then a key location for the United 
States Navy, and today is a well-known 
yachting centre. Our morning tour 
will explore the opulent ocean-side 
mansions, including the Breakers 
– a 70 room mansion and National 
Historic Landmark built for Cornelius 
Vanderbilt II in 1895.

Day 6 New York. Over breakfast we 
will sail into New York City, passing 
the Statue of Liberty. Our morning 
orientation tour takes in the city’s 
highlights, including the Empire 
State Building and Ground Zero. 
The afternoon is free to explore 
independently; perhaps visit the 
legendary artists’ and writers’ 
quarter of Greenwich Village, enjoy 
shopping on Fifth Avenue, wander in 
Central Park or visit one of the many 
museums. We moor overnight so you 
may wish to dine in the city or take in 
a show.Bar Harbour

Washington
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, 11 nights aboard the American Glory 
on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
shore excursions, Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, transfers, port taxes, gratuities 
onboard the ship and on excursions. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cat Cabin Description

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

 A  Stateroom with window 

 AA  Stateroom with window 

 AAL  Stateroom with balcony 

 AAC  Stateroom with balcony 

 N/A Single Stateroom with window 

 N/A Single Stateroom with balcony

Prices
£6495
£6795
£7295
£7795
£6995
£7695

Day 7 New York. This morning enjoy 
a harbour cruise before landing at Ellis 
Island. At this spot around 12 million 
steerage and third class steamship 
passengers were processed for 
immigration into the USA between 
1892 and 1954. Now a museum, the 
island provides a fascinating insight 
into the immigrants’ experience. 
Return to the ship for lunch and sail 
this afternoon.

Day 8 Philadelphia. Philadelphia is 
where Americans defended their 
liberty, achieved technological success 
and forged the ideals of the American 
Dream. The city was once the second 
largest in the British Empire and 
the social centre of the original 13 
American colonies. Furthermore, it 
was the home of many ideas and 
actions which gave birth to the 
American Revolution and American 
independence, and it is where the 
Declaration of Independence was 
written in 1776. Our tour this afternoon 
will include Independence Hall and 
the Liberty Bell Centre. 

Day 9 Baltimore. Baltimore is a 
great American city, bustling with 
excitement, colonial history and a 
rejuvenated maritime spirit. It was 
founded in 1729 and soon became an 
important shipbuilding centre where 
merchants prospered and the port 
flourished. Our morning orientation 
tour will include the city’s most noted 

landmarks such as Federal Hill, Little 
Italy and Fort McHenry. Baltimore, is 
affectionately known as Crab City so 
you may wish to have lunch ashore 
in one of the many steamed crab 
restaurants.

Day 10 Yorktown. This morning we 
leave the ship and drive to Colonial 
Williamsburg, via the Colonial 
Parkway, which was built during the 
Depression by WPA workers and 
connects Williamsburg, Yorktown and 
Jamestown, known as the Historic 
Triangle of Virginia. Enjoy beautiful 
views of the York River and the 
countryside before stepping back 
into the 18th century in Williamsburg. 
Our guide will lead us through the 
past and the events that helped 
shape America’s history, as we enjoy 
a leisurely walking tour through the 
restored area of this lovely city. The 
afternoon is free to explore Yorktown 
independently or relax onboard.

Day 11 Alexandria. After breakfast 
onboard we visit Mount Vernon, 
situated along the Potomac River. Our 
first stop is the mansion, depicted 
as it was in 1799, one year before 
Washington’s death where we will have 
a guided tour. We will then have the 
opportunity to explore independently 
the  fascinating sights such as 
Washington’s Tomb, the inspirational 
Slave Memorial, lush gardens, and 
other exhibits located on the estate. 

Our voyage is 
enhanced by 
travelling aboard 
the comfortable  
American 
Glory; with just 
49 passengers 
your American
adventure will 
be an unhurried, 
enjoyable 
and relaxing 
experience.

Return to the ship for lunch. This 
afternoon is free to explore the quaint 
town of Alexandria or maybe take a 
journey to Arlington Cemetery or one 
of the museums in Washington DC. 
Moor overnight.

Day 12 Alexandria to London. 
Disembark this morning and join 
a tour to Washington DC to see 
the White House, Capitol, Lincoln 
Memorial and Washington Monument. 
Enjoy lunch in a local restaurant before 
continuing to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London.

Day 13 London. Arrive in London in 
the morning.

Philadelphia

George Washington Monument, Boston

Acadia National ParkUSS Constitution
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Fall on the Hudson and East Coast
A voyage from Alexandria to New York including the Hudson River aboard the American Glory   
17th to 29th October 2015

Sail between the iconic cities 
of Washington DC and 

New York aboard the delightful 
49-passenger American Glory 

and discover the stepping stones of 
American history. An autumnal voyage 

along the east coast of North America offers 
stunning scenery, at one of the loveliest times 

of the year. New England is legendary for its 
glorious autumn foliage when its picturesque 
villages and country lanes are lined with a 
tapestry of colours. During this cruise we explore 
quaint coastal towns that boast some of the best 

preserved colonial architecture in North America and the sprawling 
metropolises of New York City and Boston, which are brimming with 
culture, history and entertainment. 
Join us as we discover this region’s natural beauty and historic 
highlights. In just two weeks we visit some of the most famous places 
that were the foundation of the nation. See for yourself the places 
where George Washington, Franklin D Roosevelt, Eleanor Roosevelt 
and the Wright Brothers – some of America’s most famous sons 
and daughters – made history. Enjoy the well planned excursions 
and return each day to our unique vessel, which is just perfect for 
this itinerary with its informal atmosphere, excellent service and 
experienced onboard team.

Our View 
“We have designed this itinerary to 
be a relaxing and informative way to 
uncover America’s history, including 
both colonial sites which offer an 
insight into life in the 18th century and 
small towns on the Hudson – once 
a major highway for trade. Admire 
beautiful scenery all around and, if 
nature is kind, the glorious explosion 
of vibrant fall colours. We also 
wanted to ensure we had a couple 
of days in New York, in addition to 
time to explore Mount Vernon and 
Washington DC. There is plenty of 
time to relax onboard as well, with 
leisurely afternoons planned where 
you can sit on deck and absorb the 
beautiful surroundings. We have 
also included a number of overnight 
moorings allowing for after dinner 
strolls. Onboard speakers and 
knowledgeable guides offer a deeper 
insight into this fascinating region 
adding real depth of knowledge to 
your experience.”

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Alexandria. Fly by 
scheduled flight to Washington DC. 
On arrival transfer to the American 
Glory moored in the nearby port of 
Alexandria. Spend the remainder of 
the day at leisure before enjoying 
dinner onboard. We will moor 
overnight so you may wish to take an 
evening stroll after dinner.

Day 2 Alexandria. After breakfast we 
visit Mount Vernon, situated along 
the Potomac River. Our first stop is 
the mansion, depicted as it was in 
1799, one year before Washington’s 
death where we will enjoy a guided 
tour followed by some time to visit 
at leisure fascinating sights such as 
Washington’s Tomb, the inspirational 
Slave Memorial, lush gardens and 
other exhibits located on the estate. 
After lunch onboard, the afternoon 
can be spent either relaxing aboard 
the American Glory or amongst the 
art and craft stores of Alexandria. 
Alternatively you can join a tour 
to Washington DC which takes in 
the White House, Capitol, Lincoln 
Memorial and Washington Monument. 
Return to the vessel for dinner before 
we set sail.

Day 3 Kitty Hawk. After a morning 
sailing we arrive in Kitty Hawk where 
we will visit the Wright Brothers’ 

National Memorial. A park ranger 
will introduce the fascinating history 
of aviation, and then you will have 
the chance to explore the Visitor 
Centre, where the Wright brothers’ 
story is told through exhibits and 
reproductions.

Day 4 Yorktown. This morning we 
will drive to Colonial Williamsburg, 
via the Colonial Parkway, which was 
built during the Depression by WPA 
workers and connects Williamsburg, 
Yorktown and Jamestown. Enjoy 
beautiful views of the York River 
and the Virginia countryside before 
stepping back into the 18th century 
in Williamsburg. Our guide will lead 
us through the past and the events 
that helped shape America’s history, 
as we enjoy a leisurely walking tour 
through the restored area of this lovely 
city. The afternoon is free to explore 
Yorktown independently or relax 
onboard.

Day 5 Baltimore. Baltimore is a great 
American city, bustling with excitement, 
colonial history and a rejuvenated 
maritime spirit. It was founded in 
1729 and soon became an important 
shipbuilding centre where merchants 
prospered and the port flourished. Our 
afternoon orientation tour will include 
the city’s most noted landmarks such 
as Federal Hill, Little Italy and Fort 
McHenry. 

Day 6 Philadelphia. Philadelphia is 
where Americans defended their 
liberty, achieved technological success 
and forged the ideals of the American 
Dream. The city was once the second 
largest in the British Empire and 
the social centre of the original 13 
American colonies. Furthermore, it 
was the home of many ideas and 
actions which gave birth to the 
American Revolution and American 
independence, and it is where the 
Declaration of Independence was 

Albany

Washington
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, 11 nights aboard the American Glory on a 
full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore 
excursions, Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, transfers, port taxes, gratuities onboard the ship 
and on excursions. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cat Cabin Description

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

 A  Stateroom with window 

 AA  Stateroom with window 

 AAL  Stateroom with balcony 

 AAC  Stateroom with balcony 

 N/A Single Stateroom with window 

 N/A Single Stateroom with balcony

Prices
£6495
£6795
£7295
£7795
£6995
£7695

written in 1776. Our tour this morning 
will include Independence Hall and 
the Liberty Bell Centre. Return to the 
ship for lunch and sail this afternoon.

Day 7 Hudson River & Kingston. After 
a morning at sea we arrive on the 
Hudson River at lunchtime. Spend the 
afternoon cruising along the river which 
at this time of year could be a blaze of 
colour as the fall season arrives. Arrive 
in Kingston in the late evening.

Day 8 Kingston & Albany. Kingston was 
New York State’s original capital and 
was burned by the British in 1777 as 
they headed up the Hudson from New 
York City. Explore the city including the 
Uptown Stockade District and Rondout 
waterfront before continuing to the 
Hudson River Maritime museum which 
preserves the rich history of shipping on 
the Hudson River. Return to the ship for 
lunch as we continue our journey up the 
Hudson, arriving in Albany this evening.

Day 9 Albany & Poughkeepsie. 
Albany is one of the oldest surviving 
settlements from the original 
13 colonies, and the longest 
continuously chartered city in the 
United States. Enjoy a narrated tour 
of the city including stops at the 
New York State Capitol Building and 
the New York State Museum, which 
houses an impressive collection 
of over 12 million specimens and 
artefacts. After lunch we cruise 
down the Hudson River, arriving in 
Poughkeepsie in the evening for an 
overnight stay.

Day 10 Poughkeepsie & New York 
City. This morning we visit the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential 
Library and Museum, conceived 
by FDR to house the many historic 
papers, books and memorabilia he 
accumulated throughout his life. After 
privately raising funds to build the 
site, he donated it to the National 
Archives to ensure that the public 
would have access to such important 
documents. We also visit Eleanor 
Roosevelt’s Val-Kill, a National 
Historic Site. Wander the bucolic 
grounds and visit the cottage where 
Eleanor lived until her death. This 
afternoon we continue to cruise the 
Hudson River arriving into New York 
City at dinner time, where we will 
moor overnight.

Day 11 New York City. We have a full 
day to enjoy the many delights of New 
York City. Our morning orientation tour 
will include the city highlights featuring 
the Empire State Building and Ground 
Zero. The afternoon is free to explore 
independently, perhaps visit the 
legendary artists and writers’ quarter 
of Greenwich Village, enjoy shopping 
on Fifth Avenue, wander in Central 
Park, visit one of the many museums or 
explore the ‘highline’ a redeveloped 
section of the New York Central 
railroad which is now an urban park. 
We moor overnight so you may wish to 
dine in the city or take in a show.

Day 12 New York City to London. 
Disembark this morning and enjoy a 
harbour cruise, passing the Statue of 
Liberty, before landing at Ellis Island. 
At this spot around 12 million steerage 
and third class steamship passengers 
were processed for immigration into 
the USA between 1892 and 1954. Now 
a museum, we get a fascinating insight 
into the immigrants’ experience. After 
a local lunch we will continue to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to 
London.

Day 13 London. Arrive back in London 
in the morning.

Poughkeepsie

Mount Vernon
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Your Cabin/Suite 
The 68 metre Variety Voyager accommodates up to 72 guests in 36 cabins, 28 of 
the cabins are located on the Marina and Riviera decks and the eight staterooms 
are located on the Horizons deck. Cabins and staterooms are spacious and sizes 
range from 16m2 to 28m2. Cabins on the Marina deck feature two oversized 
portholes and cabins on the Riviera and Horizons decks feature large windows.  
All cabins have en-suite marble bathrooms, individually controlled air 
conditioning, a mini fridge, safety deposit box, flat screen television and  
DVD player. Bathrobes and toiletries are also provided. 

Variety Voyager
The Variety Voyager is a newly built, private yacht which accommodates up to 72 passengers in 36 cabins. 
Built under the latest International SOLAS regulations and classified by the American Bureau of Shipping, 
the Variety Voyager guarantees guests safety with considerable comfort and elegance. If you find large resort-
style vessels accommodating many thousands of passengers attractive then of course this isn’t the vessel for 
you. However, if you prefer a more peaceful life at sea and an atmosphere more akin to a private yacht then 
you need look no further. 

Your Space 
Public areas are spacious and finely decorated. The Main lounge is located on 
the Riviera deck, adjacent to the reception area and is tastefully designed and 
furnished. It offers ample comfortable seating and is fully equipped with an 
AV system for onboard lectures and presentations. On the Marina deck is the 
internet area and a small library offering a variety of books and magazines as 
well as computer stations for internet access. The contemporary Dining room 
seats all passengers in one sitting and has floor to ceiling windows. It extends 
to the adjacent open deck where meals can be taken ‘al fresco’. 
The Sun deck is a large area of outdoor space with Balinese beds and sun 
loungers. Here you will also find the Horizon Bar & Lounge, an open-air area on 
the Upper deck offering stylish shaded seating and music in the evening. There 
is a spa and fitness suite located on the Marina deck offering massages, sauna 
and fitness equipment. The Balinese Spa Supervisor also provides hair, face 
and nail treatments.

Your Dining
The glass enclosed dining room seats 75 passengers and allows for  
spectacular views around you, while dining in an elegant environment. It 
extends to the adjacent open deck, also seating 50 passengers and allowing 
for breakfast, lunch or dinner to be taken “al fresco”. Food is served at the 
table or a hot and cold buffet is offered which also includes an “a la minute 
cooking” section.   Owner’s Suite
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  Sun Deck Dining   Sun Deck Bar   Spa

  Twin Cabin Category P

  Restaurant

Variety Voyager

Life Onboard 
Part of the joy of a cruise aboard  
the Variety Voyager is its capability 
to dock in small ports or drop 
anchor in any suitable spot, unlike 
the large ships which can only 
dock in the larger ports with all the 
supporting infrastructure necessary 
to service the vessels. With a 
maximum of only 72 guests, our 
trips ashore will be a pleasure as we 
explore with local guides. 

Onboard the atmosphere is informal with ample public space to relax 
with a book or to join new found friends to discuss the day’s events. 
Throughout the vessel you will find unobstructed views and the 
professional crew of 28 will ensure impeccable service.

  Lounge

  Twin Cabin Category B
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Circumnavigation of the Black Sea

The Black Sea is a region of endless fascination and intrigue and 
has seen settlements on its shores for nearly 3000 years which, 

along with the wars of the 19th and 20th centuries, have all greatly 
influenced the surrounding lands, making the Black Sea one of the most 
historically rich regions in the world. Our cruise aboard the Variety 
Voyager begins in the ancient and captivating city of Istanbul, a city 
which more than any other has influenced the history of the Black Sea. 
From the Golden Horn we enter the Black Sea and start our voyage of 
discovery. After exploring Amasra, Samsun and Trabzon in Turkey we 
head for Georgia where the richness of its culture reflects the influence 
of Greeks, Byzantines, Persians, Turks and Mongols. Georgia’s ‘Golden 
Age’ reached its height between the reigns of David the Builder and 
his granddaughter Queen Tamara in the 11th and 12th centuries. From 
Georgia we follow the lovely coastline with its mountain backdrop to 
Russia’s premier resort and spa, Sochi. Here the microclimate produces 
wonderful year round weather and a lush countryside. We also cross to 
the Crimean Peninsula and explore beautiful Yalta with its magnificent 
palaces and Sevastopol, which until the 1990s was a ‘Closed City’. 
Also in the Ukraine we visit Odessa, at the mouth of the great River 
Dnieper and continue to old Nessebur, a delightful Bulgarian town with 
a fascinating history. Our journey ends where it began in the Golden 
Horn and wonderful city of Istanbul.

A journey such as this would be totally impractical by any means other 
than a cruise. In just 12 nights we will see and learn so much. Whether 
your interest lies in ancient or military history, architecture, literature, 
contemporary politics or just in visiting some of the most atmospheric 
and fascinating places on earth, the Black Sea has a lot to offer. Our 
excellent local guides and our onboard guest speaker will contribute 
greatly to your enjoyment and understanding of this intriguing corner of 
the world where east meets west.

attractive old town which was founded 
by the Milesians in the 6th century B.C. 
See the Genoese citadel and learn 
more about its Greek and Roman past. 
Sail in the afternoon.

Day 4 Samsun, Turkey. Today we will 
drive inland to Amasya located in a 
deep narrow gorge of the river Iris. 
From the cliff-top fortress there are 
marvellous views. See the rock tombs 
of the Pontic kings which were carved 
into the cliff face and later visit the 
15th century Sultan Beyazit mosque. 

Day 5 Trabzon, Turkey. After breakfast 
we will drive through the streets of 
Trabzon and wind our way up to the 
old town. Trabzon is a gateway to 
Eastern Turkey and Iran which was 
founded in the 7th century B.C. We 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Istanbul, Turkey.  
Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the Variety Voyager moored 
in the city. Enjoy a welcome dinner 
onboard this evening.

Day 2 Istanbul, Turkey. Enjoy a 
morning of exploration on a guided 
excursion. See the Blue Mosque, visit 
the Basilica Cistern, built during the 
reign of the Emperor Justinian in the 
6th century and spend some time in 
the Grand Bazaar. Return to the ship for 
lunch and sail this afternoon along the 
Bosphorus, heading for the Black Sea.

Day 3 Bartin for Amasra, Turkey. 
From the port of Bartin in ancient 
Paphlagonia, we drive along the coast 
to nearby Amasra (ancient Sesamus). 
Local guides will lead us through the 

will visit St. Sophia Museum, and 
see the splendid frescoes and fine 
examples of Byzantine art covering 
the walls. See the Citadel, Fatih 
Mosque and go up to Boztepe 
peak point to enjoy the panoramic 
view. Later visit the House of Kemal 
Ataturk set high on a cliff above the 
city. Enjoy the afternoon at leisure or 
join the optional excursion through 
the picturesque mountain scenery 
to Sumela, a dramatic Byzantine 
monastery carved out of a sheer  
rock face.

Day 6 Batumi, Georgia. Spend the 
day enjoying the sights and sounds 
of charming Batumi. Our excursion 
will include the ancient Gonio fortress 
dating back to the first century AD, the 
Ethnographic Museum that highlights 

the varied and fascinating history 
of the country and the impressive 
botanical garden “Dendrarium”. We 
will enjoy a traditional lunch before 
a walk along the magnificent Batumi 
sea front.

Day 7 Sochi, Russia. We have a full day 
to explore delightful Sochi, framed by 
the Caucasus Mountains. This morning 
we will make an excursion to Stalin’s 
Dacha, his original summer residence 
which remains intact as it was in Stalin’s 
time. This afternoon is free to relax or 
join an optional excursion to Dagomy’s 
tea plantation, the most northerly in 
the world.

Day 8 Novorossiysk, Russia. From our 
berth we will explore the waterfront 
area of Novorossiysk as we walk 

A journey through 3000 years of history in the Black Sea aboard the Variety Voyager 
28th April to 10th May & 10th to 22nd May 2015

White Palace, Yalta
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through Heroes Square to Malaya 
Zemlya. Continue to Abrau Dyurso 
winery, founded in 1870 to provide wine 
for the Tsar and located on the shore 
of Lake Abrau in the centre of Russia’s 
most important wine growing region.

Day 9 Yalta, Ukraine. Join the morning 
city tour which begins with a visit to 
the Chekhov House Museum followed 
by a tour of the Lividia Palace, an 
Italian Renaissance style villa built in 
1911 as a summer residence for Tsar 
Nicholas II. It was here that Churchill, 
Stalin and Roosevelt held their Yalta 
Conference in 1945. This afternoon is 
free to explore independently.

Day 10 Sevastopol, Ukraine. This 
morning we will start at the Panorama 
Museum where the siege of the city in 
the Crimean War comes vividly to life in 
the painted murals which line the walls 
of the circular building. Later, drive out 
of the city to the ‘Valley of Death’, the 
site of the ‘Charge of the Light Brigade’. 
This afternoon, enjoy free time or join 

the optional excursion to Chersonesus, 
a Greek colony founded in 433 B.C. 

Day 11 Odessa, Ukraine. Founded by 
Catherine the Great in 1794 following 
the Russian victory over the Turks, 
Odessa today is a busy port. On our 
morning tour we will see the famous 
Promenade, Pimorsky Boulevard and 
the famous Potemkin Steps. We will 
visit the acoustically perfect Opera 
House and Gagarin Mansion, a classic 
Baroque palace that is now a museum 
of literature. Sail this afternoon.

Day 12 Nessebur, Bulgaria. After a 
morning at sea we will arrive in the 
ancient town of Nessebur. A guided 
tour of the town will include the old 
Bishopric, St Stephen’s church and 
some of the traditional style houses 
with their overhanging first floors 
above winding cobbled lanes.

Day 13 Istanbul to London. Disembark 
after breakfast and transfer to the airport 
for your scheduled flight to London.

Variety Voyager – C
ircum

navigation of the B
lack Sea

Blue Mosque, Istanbul

Nessebur, Bulgaria

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 12 nights aboard the Variety Voyager 
on full board basis with house wine with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, 
services of a cruise director, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, guest speaker, 
transfers, port taxes, airport taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, shore excursions shown as optional. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

DeckCat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

C  Marina

B                          Marina/Riviera

A  Riviera

P  Horizons

Owner’s Suite Horizons                             

C  Marina for sole use

B  Marina/Riviera for sole use

£6195
£6495
£6995
£7495
£8495
£8995
£9995

Sebastopol, Ukraine

Batumi Botanical Gardens
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Your Cabin/Suite 
Onboard there are 45 spacious 
and well designed cabins with 
passenger accommodation 
arranged over three of the 
five decks. Private balconies 
have been added to eight of 
the ship’s 45 staterooms, all 
of which have ocean views. 
Balcony Staterooms measure 
298 square feet including the 
balcony. Window Staterooms 
in categories B and C are 194 

square feet and feature a picture window. All staterooms offer an ocean view, 
temperature control, king-size bed (all have twin-bed configuration), bathroom 
with full-size shower and bath products, bathrobes and slippers, desk/vanity area 
with stool and 110V and 220V outlets, closet with drawers, TV, CD/DVD player, 
complimentary in-room movie channels, Bose sound docking station, direct–dial 
satellite telephone, personal safe and refrigerator. 

Your Space 
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms are spread across all decks. On 
deck 6, the sun deck offers a chance to relax and unwind in the whirlpool, or just 
soak up the sun on a Balinese bed or a chaise lounge. The pool on deck 5 invites 
you to take a dip or perhaps relax in a comfortable deck chair with a good book. 
Early risers can enjoy a light breakfast at the Pool Bar. The Fitness Centre is also 
on deck 5 and is fully equipped with a wide range of equipment as is
the Deep Nature Spa where an expert therapist offers an extensive menu of 
massage, skin care and facial treatments. On deck 4 there is a book and DVD 
library which is open 24 hours a day and La Veranda is where breakfast and lunch 
can be enjoyed in the sophisticated relaxed setting of the restaurant or al fresco 
(limited number of al fresco tables). On deck 3 you will find La Boutique which 
offers a range of clothing items and duty-free gifts from around the world. A
limited selection of sundry items and other travel necessities is also available 
for purchase. There is also Le Salon, a comfortable space with inviting seating 
areas accented by illuminated Tahitian custom artwork and sparkling, crystal 
table lamps. After a day of exploration, it is the perfect place to enjoy cocktails, 
conviviality, and live piano music.

MV Tere Moana
We have chartered the MV Tere Moana, a sophisticated and intimate vessel which was formerly known 
as Le Levant. Accommodating just 90 guests, the newly renovated MV Tere Moana features spacious 
staterooms, two restaurants; L’Etoile and La Veranda, and a luxurious spa among other deluxe attributes. 
Onboard you can enjoy the ultimate in personal service, with one crew member for every 1.5 guests; you 
are assured of the highest level of personal attention. 

  Category A Cabin



+44 (0)20 7752 0000 129

SOLEIL DECK

508 506 504 502

507 505 503 501

POOL

GYM

B
A

R SPA

BOUGAINVILLE DECK

41
8

41
6

41
4

41
2

41
0

40
8

40
6

40
4

40
2

41
9

41
7

41
5

41
3

41
1

40
9

40
5

40
7

40
3

40
1LA VERANDA

LIB
RA

RY

LA PÉROUSE DECK

31
6

31
4

31
2

31
0

30
8

30
6

30
4

30
2

31
9

31
7

31
5

31
3

31
1

30
9

30
5

30
7

30
3

30
1SHOPR

E
C

E
PT

IO
N

LE SALON

MARINA ACCESS

L’ETOILE

M
A

R
IN

A

CHAMPLAIN DECK

LA FAYETTE DECK

Balcony Stateroom

Window Stateroom

A

B

Balcony Stateroom

Window Stateroom

Window Stateroom

A

B

C

Balcony Stateroom

Window Stateroom

Window Stateroom

A

B

C

Triple Occupancy Staterooms

Balcony Stateroom

Window Stateroom

Window Stateroom

A

B

C

Triple Occupancy Staterooms

W
H

IR
LPO

O
L

CATEGORY

LIFT

LIFT

B
R

ID
G

E

SU
N

 D
E

C
K

LIFT

LIFT

Your Dining
Throughout your voyage, enjoy sumptuous 
gourmet meals prepared from fresh ingredients 
and inspired by the local cuisine of your 
destination. Complimentary wine is perfectly 
paired with dinner. You will enjoy the culinary 
delights of Jean-Pierre Vigato, Chef Propriétaire 
of the world-renowned, two Michelin-starred 

Restaurant Apiciusin Paris. His signature menu is featured at L’Etoile, the principal 
restaurant onboard on deck 2 featuring contemporary cuisine. 
Dinner is served à la carte, with various entrée selections that change daily, 
including one featured menu item per day inspired by Chef Vigato. For lunch, 
dine à la carte, or enjoy the buffet, often featuring an international theme. 
Breakfast is also served buffet-style. A limited menu for 24-hour room service is 
also available.
 
Life Onboard 
The atmosphere onboard is informal; a little live piano music in the lounge or  
bar after dinner, talks from the Cruise Director and informative port briefings and 
of course good food, all contribute to make any voyage aboard this wonderful 
vessel a memorable and joyful experience. After a day ashore you will return to 
the comfort and peace of an exceedingly comfortable ship.

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
The Medical Centre is designed to provide medical care for temporary illnesses 
and accidents. The ship’s licensed and registered doctor is on 24-hour call for 
professional and emergency services. The vessel fully complies with all national 
and international regulations with respect to safety at sea and is in compliance 
with SOLAS (convention of Safety of Life at Sea). The MV Tere Moana has a state 
of the art stabilizer system that keeps rocking to a minimum.

  Veranda   Sun Deck   Restaurant

  Category B & C Cabin

  Food Service

  Pool Area

M
V

 Tere M
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SPAIN
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Cala Gonone

Late Summer in the Islands  
of the Mediterranean 

Join us aboard the elegant MV Tere Moana for a glorious 
late summer journey to some of the loveliest places in the 

Mediterranean. Our itinerary takes us off the beaten track to many 
places that are beyond the reach of the mega-cruise ships. From 
our starting point in Barcelona we sail south to the Balearic island 
of Menorca before heading over to Sardinia where we explore 
the untouched beauty of the island and delve back into antiquity 
with our explorations of Nuraghe from Alghero, the ancient town 
of Tharros from Oristano and spend a few hours in the charming 
town of Carloforte on Isola di San Pietro. We also call into the 
ancient town of Cagliari where, after a morning tour, there is the 
opportunity to relax and explore independently or join an optional 
excursion to the ruins of Nora.  
From Sardinia we cross to Sicily, reaching the western port of 
Trapani from where we visit Medieval Erice and the Greek site of 
Segesta. The next four days will find us navigating the endlessly 
fascinating island of Sicily, exploring its coasts to the south, east 
and north on a magical mix of ancient history, intriguing cities, 
towns and timeless landscapes. After exploring the delights of 
Corsica we visit the enchanting island of Elba on our way to Nice 
where our island hopping journey comes to an end. This itinerary 
with its eclectic mix of stunning places is exactly the type of journey 
normally undertaken by private yachts and the 90-passenger  
MV Tere Moana is ideal for the purpose. Those fortunate enough to 
join her in September 2015 are promised an unforgettable journey.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Barcelona, Spain. 
Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the MV Tere 
Moana. The remainder of the day and 
evening is free to explore Barcelona 
independently before we sail around 
midnight.
 
Day 2 Mahon, Menorca. After a 
relaxing morning at sea we arrive at 
the most northerly of the Balearics and 
the least dedicated to tourism. The 
island of Menorca offers a pastoral 
countryside, historic towns and superb 

Our View 
“Late summer is the perfect time to be in the Mediterranean, when the crowds of 
August have dispersed but the weather is perfect for touring and sightseeing. We 
have created our itinerary to reach the islands of the Mediterranean combining time in 
the Balearics, Sardinia, Corsica, Sicily and Elba, all of which are easy to visit individually 
but difficult to combine independently in a two week trip. We will have time on each 
island to see the main sites but also explore some of the smaller ports and less visited 
destinations which is made possible by the advantage of having our yacht like vessel 
for our base. When devising the itinerary we have ensured that each day has an 
enjoyable mix of culture but also with leisure time in port or relaxing at sea.”

beaches. See the mysterious rock 
mounds (talayots) and megalithic 
stone monuments which were erected 
some 4000 years ago and stroll the 
streets of aristocratic Ciudadela. 

Day 3 Alghero, Sardinia. After a 
morning sailing we arrive in Sardinia at 
lunchtime. This afternoon we have a 
choice of excursions. Either choose to 
explore Alghero and its surroundings 
including a panoramic drive to 
Nuraghe Palmavera. The main tower 
of the Nuraghe which still has its dome 
shaped ceilling dates back to 1100 
years B.C. The complex, which was 
abandoned in the 5th century B.C., 
due to fire, shows the different phases 
of social life and political organisation 
of the tribal community. We return 
to Alghero with a panoramic drive 
past Capo Caccia and will tour this 
interesting town with Catalan origins 
including San Francesco Church. 
Alternatively join the excursion to 
Bosa which is situated at the mouth of 
the river Temo and is a charming little 
town of ancient Carthaginian origin. 

Day 4 Oristano & Carloforte, Sardinia. 
This morning we moor in Oristano for 
an excursion to Tharros and S.Giovanni. 
The ancient town of Tharros was 
erected by the Phoenicians in the 8th 
century B.C. on the ruins of a nuraghic 
settlement. In the 6th century B.C. it 
became a Punic stronghold and trading 
centre and grew further in importance 
under the Romans. The site still 
shows chamber and cremation burial 
grounds, temples and Roman baths 
together with buildings belonging to 
the early Christian period. The Church 
of San Giovanni di Sinis is a small early 
Christian structure of the sixth century 
AD, and one of the oldest in Sardinia. 
Return to the vessel for lunch and enjoy 
a relaxing afternoon onboard as we 
sail to Carloforte on Isola di San Pietro 
where we will have a couple of hours 
to wander in the town or enjoy a pre-
dinner drink.

Day 5 Cagliari, Sardinia. This morning 
enjoy a walking tour of Cagliari, an 
ancient city which dates back to the 
Phoenicians and Romans. Stroll around 
the old town with its narrow streets 
running along a steep hillside. See the 
terraced Piazza del Palazzo and the 
14th century cathedral of St Cecila. 
After lunch, either relax onboard or 
ashore in Cagliari or join the optional 
excursion to the ruins of Nora which 
are in a lovely setting overlooking the 
sea. Here history can be viewed from 
the Bronze Age Nuragic civilisations 
to Roman and Carthaginian in well 
preserved ruins including the remains 
of a Carthaginian warehouse, Roman 
baths with splendid mosaics and a 
theatre, almost completely intact, 
dating from the height of the Empire.

Day 6 Trapani, Sicily. Arrive this 
morning in Sicily, at the port of 
Trapani. Nearby is the town of Erice, 
famed in antiquity for its temple 
dedicated to the goddess of love, the 
Phoenician Astarte, Greek Aphrodite 
or Roman Venus. A tour will take us 
to this stunning site high above the 
sea and to the beautifully preserved 
Medieval town. After a local lunch we 
continue to Segesta to view one of the 
grandest Doric monuments to survive, 
the unfinished temple dating from 424 
B.C. which sits atop a hill. 

Day 7 Noto & Ragusa, Sicily. From 
our berth in the southern coast port of 
Pozzallo we will explore the Baroque 
villages of Noto and Ragusa. Our 
morning tour will visit the beautiful 
antique town of Noto which was built 
in 1703. Here we will see numerous 
18th century palaces of incredible 
architectural value including the 
Duomo, the Museo Civico and the 
Convento dei Francescani. We return 

Island hopping from Barcelona to Nice aboard MV Tere Moana 
26th September to 10th October 2015 

Palermo, Sicily
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to the ship for lunch and this afternoon 
you can either choose to relax 
onboard in Pozallo or join an optional 
tour to charming Ragusa, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Here we visit the 
Duomo and Baroque Palaces in Ibla 
before visiting the upper town and the 
San Giovanni Cathedral and Church of 
Santa Maria delle Scale.

Day 8 Taormina, Sicily. From the 
nearby port of Giardini Naxos we will 
visit Taormina, a walled town lying in 
the shadow of Mount Etna, Europe’s 
highest volcano. The town has been a 
popular tourist destination since the 
19th century and our guided tour will 
include the impressive Greek Theatre 
from where there are marvellous 
views over the town and coast. After 
lunch there will be an optional drive 
to Mount Etna (10,800ft), which on 
occasions still spews lava.

Day 9 Palermo, Sicily. Arrive this 
morning in the Sicilian capital famous 
for its jumbled and picturesque streets 
punctuated with ornate Baroque 
churches, domed Arab mosques, and 
the glittering Byzantine mosaics that 
reveal a unique and diverse heritage. 
On our morning tour we will enter the 
city via the impressive old gates before 
exploring the historic centre. Visit the 
impressive 12th-century Cathedral 
and the Palatine Chapel with beautiful 
gold mosaics and the Norman castle; 
today the building serves as the 
seat of the Sicilian government. This 
afternoon choose to explore Palermo 
at your own pace or join an optional 
tour to visit the Cathedral of Monreale 
situated on the outskirts of Palermo on 
the banks of Monte Caputo. This 12th 
century building is one of the finest 
examples of Norman architecture and 
houses an array of beautiful mosaics.

Day 10 Cala Gonone, Sardinia. After a 
morning cruising we return to Sardinia 
and visit the unspoiled eastern coast 
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, 14 nights aboard the MV Tere Moana 
on a full board basis with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner 
onboard, Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, shore excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst 
on excursions, transfers, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, shore excursions shown as optional.
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. 

Day 13 Bastia, Corsica. This morning we 
arrive in Bastia, a fortified Corsican town 
where Nelson assisted Corsican patriots 
and the British army in their endeavours 
to rid the island of the French. Bastia 
is one of the most beautiful towns on 
the island. A walking tour of the historic 
quarter will include the 15th century 
cathedral and pass chapels and Baroque 
buildings such as the Oratoire St Roch, 
Oratoire de l’Immaculée conception 
and the Rococo church, St Jean Baptiste 
famous for its twin campaniles. This 
afternoon choose to stay onboard or 
in Bastia or maybe join an optional 
excursion to the small fishing port of St 
Florent. 

Day 14 Portoferraio, Elba. Today 
we call into the enchanting island 
of Elba, best known as Napoleon’s 
island of exile from 1814 to 1815. 
Departing the island’s busy capital, 
Portoferraio we set out for a delightful 
drive of the southern region of this 
charming island with superb views 
over the coastline. The first stop will 
be at “Villa San Martino”, the summer 
residence on the island of Napoleon 
Bonaparte. Nowadays the Villa has 
been transformed into a Museum. 
Later we enjoy some time at leisure in 
the delightful town of Porto Azzurro 
which is dominated by an ancient 

Spanish fortress and a picturesque 
fisherman’s harbour. Continuing the 
drive along the coastline we will reach 
the 17th-century country wine farm, 
“La Chiusa,” beautifully nestled in a 
vineyard estate surrounded by olive 
trees and overlooking the ocean. As 
any self-respecting mansion on Elba, 
La Chiusa claims to have once housed 
Napoleon during his exile here. 
Experience the estate’s interesting 
cellar to learn how the wine is handled 
and produced. In the estate’s garden 
facing the sea, a delicious sampling of 
the local wine will be served. Return 
to the ship for lunch and enjoy an 
afternoon at leisure in Portoferraio. 

Day 15 Nice, France to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled flight 
to London.

Taormina, Sicily Portoferraio, Elba

and the Gulf of Orosei, very possibly 
the most beautiful stretch of Italian 
coast and without a shadow of a doubt, 
the wildest and steepest. The coast 
presents a series of beaches, small 
inlets, cliffs rising steeply out of the 
sea, rocky spires and pinnacles, small 
ravines and large caves. The cliffs are 
home to birds of prey whilst holm oak 
forests extend down to the sea. During 
a panoramic cruise of the Gulf you will 
see “Cala Goloritze”, and some of the 
stunning beaches along the coast.

Day 11 Bonifacio, Corsica. Arrive this 
morning in Corsica and our berth in 
Bonifacio’s stunning natural harbour. 
Well known by Odysseus as the home 
of the savage and giant Laestrygonians, 
today Bonifacio’s breathtaking cliff-top 
setting and relaxed pace make it one 
of the most welcoming ports in the 
Mediterranean. On our morning tour 
we explore the narrow streets and the 
historical heart of the town. We will 
discover the Bosco quarter with the 
St Francis convent, the 14th century 
church of St Marie Majeure and take 
in the views from the clifftop on which 
the city is built. The afternoon will be 
at leisure to explore independently or 
relax onboard.

Day 12 Calvi, Corsica. Arrive this 
morning in Calvi the capital of 
the prosperous Balagne region of 
the island. Enjoy the vista of the 
surrounding green hills that form a 
natural amphitheatre and is known 
as the ‘Garden of Corsica’. A guided 
tour will lead us through the alleyways 
and cobbled streets before continuing 
to the imposing citadel. Built by the 
Genoese, this 15th century structure 
has seen off several assaults down the 
centuries and offers wonderful views 
from its five bastions. We will also see 
the Caserne Sampiero and 13th century 
Catherdral St Jean Baptiste. The 
afternoon will be at leisure to explore 
independently or relax onboard. 

Cabin DescriptionCat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

C  Window stateroom  

B  Window stateroom  

A  Balcony stateroom  

C  Window stateroom for sole use

£6895
£7195
£8195

£10995

Cagliari, Sardinia
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Your Cabin/Suite 
There are six categories of cabin  
onboard ranging from the compact 
staterooms to the spacious suites. The 
33 cabins are spread over three decks 
and feature individually controlled air 
conditioning, ipod docking station, 
generous storage and closet space, 
desk with chair as well as private en-
suite facilities with shower. With wide 
panoramic windows, all staterooms offer 

superb views. All categories offer either queen or twin beds with the exception of 
the single staterooms which features a twin bed and the Captain stateroom which 
features twin fixed beds. The Junior Commodore Suites also feature a flat screen 
television with DVD player.

Your Space 
The window-lined lounge offers an uncompromising 270 degree view with 
comfortable seating for all 64 guests. There is also a spacious and elegant dining 
room that seats passengers in a single sitting and a library. The main feature of 
the vessel is the extensive viewing areas from all four decks, allowing you to never 
miss such events as spotting a whale breaching or a pod of dolphins swimming 
alongside the vessel. There is also a hot tub onboard. 

Your Dining
Onboard the Executive Chefs create delicious meals using locally sourced fresh 
ingredients. Each day includes an early-riser breakfast of fresh fruit, baked-
onboard pastries and breads, and a full breakfast complete with specialty items. 
Lunches range from pasta salads and sandwiches to homemade soups and 
ethnic dishes. Dinners offer a choice of entrées, including fresh seafood and 
meats. Vegetarian dishes are available and special dietary needs can be met 

Safari Voyager
Built in 1982 and refurbished in 2013, the 64-passenger Safari Voyager at 174 feet in length and 36 feet 
wide is the perfect size for our explorations of Baja California offering breathtaking views from the four 
public decks. Passengers with a sense of adventure and a desire to escape to unknown harbours and 
regions will feel at home aboard the Safari Voyager. 

  Commmander Stateroom
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with advance notice. Hors d’oeuvres for the cocktail hour feature a variety of 
appetizers and desserts are varied and plentiful.  

Life Onboard 
The atmosphere onboard is casual and relaxed and the high ratio of passengers 
to crew ensures service is attentive and personal. There is an open bridge policy 
onboard so you are welcome to visit and discuss navigation with the Captain. 
Depending on the schedule for the day, there will be presentations pertaining to 
the wildlife, history or culture of the region. Whether relaxing onboard, taking out 
one of the ship’s kayaks or paddle boards, enjoying a walk ashore, whale watching 
or snorkelling, you can be assured that your day to day activities are in the safe 
and capable hands of an expert team. There is also a varied collection of board 
games, books, and DVDs onboard.

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
The Captain, officers, expedition team and hotel staff are individually selected not 
only for their outstanding knowledge, customer service and safety skills, but also 
for their genuinely welcoming and enthusiastic personalities. All key crew are fully 
trained wilderness and first responders. 

  Spa   Restaurant   Single Staeroom

  On Deck

  Bridge

Safari Voyager 

  Jr Commodore Suite   The Skiff

Please refer to www.noble-caledonia.co.uk for updated images of the vessel following its refurbishment which were not available at the time of going to press.
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Isla Carmen

MEXICO

GULF OF
CALIFORNIA

Los Cabos

San Jose del Cabo

Gordo 
Banks

Los Islotes
Isla San 

Francisco

Ensenada Grande

Isla Santa Catalina
Bahia Agua Verde

Bahia 
Magdalena

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Our View 
“The Baja Peninsula is relatively 
unknown but offers some magnificent 
opportunities to search the ocean for 
whales and dolphins and to discover
the underwater world. However this is 
also where the desert meets the sea and 
so we will have the chance to get ashore 
amongst the cacti on our guided nature 
walks. Our comfortable ship is well 
equipped with kayaks, paddleboards 
and snorkelling equipment meaning 
you can be active or simply join one of 
the skiffs as they search for wildlife. Only 
small ships can access these parts of 
the world and the knowledgeable team 
onboard will ensure you learn about the 
things you see.”
The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Mexico City. Fly by 
scheduled flight and arrive in the late 
afternoon. Stay overnight at the Hotel 
Camino Real situated near the airport.

Day 2 Mexico City to Los Cabos. 
Return to the airport this morning 
for your flight to Los Cabos, Mexico. 

Baja’s Whale Bounty
Exploring the Sea of Cortez aboard the Safari Voyager 
6th to 17th February 2015

Just south of California lies an inland sea known as the Gulf 
of California, Sea of Cortez, or Sea of Cortés. A birder’s 

paradise, this rich archipelago serves as an important bird refuge 
and migration corridor. It is a place author John Steinbeck found 
“ferocious with life” and described by Jacques Cousteau as “the 
aquarium of the world’’ and we tend to agree. UNESCO declared it 
a World Heritage Site and Biosphere Reserve, noting it as one of the 
most biologically diverse marine environments on Earth.

Each winter, thousands of gray whales migrate south from their 
Arctic feeding grounds to Baja California’s sheltered Pacific coastal 
lagoon. Their migration is the longest of any animal, covering more 
than 10,000 miles. Join us aboard the Safari Voyager and discover a 
world of breathtaking beauty on an island-hopping journey through 
wildlife rich waters and to islands that are home to both plants and 
animals found nowhere else. Baja is an inexhaustibly rich place to 
explore. If we are lucky, we may have the chance to observe grays 
during their breeding, calving and nurturing cycle and of seeing fins, 
blues, orcas and humpbacks. 

Baja is one of those rare geographies where the desert meets the sea. Its 
topography is stunning; there is literally something to see everywhere and from 
the Safari Voyager, a multitude of activities for you to enjoy daily. Our ethos of 
using small ships to deliver big experiences comes into its own in this region and 
when using a vessel as small and as well equipped as the Safari Voyager. You could 
be kayaking and stand-up paddle boarding one morning and snorkelling the next. 
Another day may offer a gentle afternoon walk ashore or if you prefer a more 
strenuous hike. On days when you may prefer to relax and not be so active, there 
is always the opportunity to enjoy a ride in the skiff or spend time with the Captain 
on the Bridge. 
 
Coastal mangroves and dunes, along with desert scrub and red rock cliffs provide 
the backdrop. Swim with playful sea lions, watch whales, and discover a centuries-
old mission town. Hike nearby shores, rimmed with white-sand beaches and cactus-
clad ridges, then cool off in impossibly brilliant turquoise waters. To explore this 
extraordinary place is to know firsthand how small the human presence here truly is.

The Baja 
Peninsula 
is relatively 
unknown but 
offers some 
magnificent 
opportunities 
to search the 
ocean for whales 
and dolphins 
and to discover 
the underwater 
world.

Sealions

Cove at Isla San Francisco

Dolphins from the skiff
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Safari Voyager – B
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Arrive and embark the Safari Voyager 
in the port of San Jose del Cabo. 
Enjoy dinner onboard this evening.

Day 3 Gordo Banks. Our week’s 
adventure starts at Gordo Banks - an 
underwater mountain, also known 
as Sea Mount, located five miles off 
Baja’s southern tip. Perfect for all kinds 
of sea life, humpback whales, mobula 
and Manta rays, tuna, dolphins, and 
hammerhead sharks are all known to 
frequent this important marine habitat.

Day 4 Isla San Francisco. Sailing 
through islands once pillaged by 
conquistadors for their black pearls, 
you will nestle into a white sand beach 
at Isla San Francisco’s aptly named 
Half Moon Bay. Then, following a 
snorkel and kayak orientation from 
your expedition team, it is time to 
explore. Snorkel along barnacled 
rocks, kayak amidst hues of blue, and 
take an interpretive walk to the salt 
chuck or a more strenuous guided hike 
along a desert rim for a spectacular 
panoramic view. Then there is the 
possibility of a post-dinner swim in a 
bay filled with stunning luminescence.

Day 5 Isla Santa Catalina & Bahia 
Agua Verde. Isla Santa Catalina is 
ideal for bird watching and seeking 
endemic wildlife. A guided hike takes 
you among a forest of the world’s 
tallest cactus, the giant Cardón. At 
Bahía Agua Verde, clear waters are 
bordered by sparse craggy mountains 
hemmed in green. Explore the coast 
by small skiff, visit with a local ranchero 
and his family, and take to the canyons 
and mountains on a burro ride and 
experience the “real Baja.” 

Day 6 Whale Watching & Bahia 
Magdalena. When the gray whales 
have arrived near Bahía Magdalena, 
where they are known to migrate and 
calf, we will dock in Puerto Escondido 
then head across the peninsula to ride 
in a panga and observe them in the 
lagoon. With binoculars in hand, keep 
your eyes peeled this afternoon for 
pods of dolphins, blue, fin, sei, orca and 
sperm whales as they spout and dive 
in the surrounding waters. Blue-footed 
boobies, brown pelicans, cormorants, 
and gulls also make this area their 
home. Weather permitting we will enjoy 
a sunset bonfire this evening.

Day 7 Isla Carmen. Enjoy a lingering 
brunch then it is off to enjoy the desert 
sea. Drop anchor in a hidden cove 
straight out of a movie set and paddle 
for shore. There are plenty of options 
today, kayaking, paddle boarding, 
snorkelling, and beachcombing, or 
a guided hike into an inland sandy 
valley, perfect for identifying animal 
tracks. Explore nature’s diversity and 
learn about the geologic forces that 
formed the islands.

Day 8 Los Islotes & Ensenada 
Grande. At Los Islotes, a steep rocky 
outcropping leaping straight from the 
sea, you can observe a sea lion colony 
from the boat and skiff, or slip into a 
wetsuit for a pre-breakfast snorkel with 
agile young sea lions. Swim through 
a rock arch where orange fan and 
white fire coral sway in the current, 
while high overhead, sea birds perch 
on the cliffs. Later today we set sail 
for Ensenada Grande for the last 
afternoon of activities and tonight 
enjoy a farewell dinner onboard.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, seven nights aboard the Safari 
Voyager on a full board basis, all drinks onboard the Safari Voyager, complimentary 
massage onboard,  three nights hotel accommodation in Mexico City on a bed and 
breakfast basis, Mexico City Tour and lunch on day 10, onboard expedition team, Noble 
Caledonia Tour Manager, shore excursions, transfers, port taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, gratuities.
NB. Ports subject to change. Wildlife sightings are not guaranteed. 

Suite Category Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Master Stateroom

Commander Stateroom

Captain Stateroom

Admiral Stateroom

Junior Commodore Suite 

Single Stateroom 

£3995
£4195
£4495
£4795
£5195
£4995

Humpback Whale

Day 9 Los Cabos to Mexico City. 
Disembark in Los Cabos and transfer 
to the airport for your flight to Mexico 
City. On arrival we transfer to our four 
star central hotel for an overnight stay. 
Remainder of the day at leisure.

Day 10 Mexico City. After breakfast 
in the hotel enjoy a morning tour of 
Mexico City including Metropolitan 
Cathedral, the zocalo and the 
National Palace with the murals of 
Diego Rivera. After lunch in a local 
restaurant enjoy a free afternoon and 
evening. Perhaps visit the Museum of 
Anthropology or simply walk amongst 
the historical buildings.

Day 11 Mexico City to London. Check 
out this morning and transfer to the 
airport for your scheduled flight.

Day 12 London. Arrive this morning.

Kayaking

There are two post-cruise tours 
available with this voyage, a five night 
visit to Copper Canyon, one of the 
world’s most remote and beautiful 
canyons. Enjoy the spectacular 
scenery and engineering feats of the 
Chihuahua-al-Pacifico Railroad on this 
six day adventure. Alternatively join 
our three night extension to Playa del 
Carmen from where we will explore the 
Mayan sites of Tulum and Chichen Itza. 

Full details are available on our 
website www.noble-caledonia.co.uk 

Copper Canyon or Mayan Sites 
post-cruise extension
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La Pinta
Built in 2007 and accommodating a maximum of 48 guests, La Pinta is a 63-metre yacht, designed 
for the ultimate luxurious expedition adventure in the Galapagos Islands. After a day of wildlife 
exploration, La Pinta provides a haven of relaxation and tranquility with tastefully appointed 
accommodations and all the facilities to create a stylish yet informal ambiance. We have chartered the 
vessel from our associates and leaders in Galapagos cruising, Metropolitan Touring. 

Your Cabin/Suite 
La Pinta boasts among the largest cabins of any vessel in the Galapagos and 
the 24 en-suite cabins all feature outside views with floor to ceiling windows, 
twin or queen double beds, and are located on the Upper Deck. There are four 
superior cabins which also feature a sofa bed. These cabins measure 23m2 which 
is slightly larger than other cabins measuring 17m2. All cabins are air-conditioned 
with individual controls and have ample storage space, a safe, telephone, multi-
channel sound system and connections for personal iPods, MP3 and  
MP4 players.

Your Space 
Public areas are located over three decks, all of which offer superb views of 
your breathtaking surroundings. Public areas include a bar, library, lecture room, 
boutique and a spacious Sun Deck which has an outside bar and comfortable 
sun loungers. There is also a fitness centre with gymnasium equipment, Jacuzzi 
and hydro massage. You will also find three internet stations onboard.  Double Cabin
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  Buffet on Sun Deck

Your Dining
La Pinta offers a single and open sitting elegant restaurant where a mix of 
international and Ecuadorian cuisine is served. Breakfast and lunch are buffet, 
with a wonderful selection of local fresh produce, of particular note are the fruit 
juices in the morning. Dinner is a three course set menu. 

Life Onboard 
A crew of 27 will provide the best possible onboard service to make your cruise 
the trip of a lifetime while ensuring safety at all times. For daily explorations, 
the vessel features Zodiacs, a glass-bottom-boat, sea kayaks and snorkelling 
equipment for guests to use. There will be four naturalists onboard to share their 
in-depth knowledge of the Galapagos and each naturalist will accompany a group 
of just 12 passengers ashore. There will also be talks and daily briefings onboard 
using the latest audio visual equipment. There is also a Medical Officer onboard. 
The atmosphere onboard is friendly and informal and there is no dress code, 
instead the focus is on comfort and practicality for onshore exploration.
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Glories of the Galapagos

Join us on a voyage of discovery as we explore the wonders of the 
Galapagos Islands aboard our perfectly suited small ship, La Pinta. 

One of the most amazing aspects of the Galapagos is that even today, 
the archipelago is much the same as in Darwin’s time, a veritable 
‘Garden of Eden’. Largely unspoiled by development, it is a place 
where fascinating and diverse wildlife is both abundant and fearless of 
man. Here you can swim with dolphins and Galapagos penguins, walk 
amongst giant tortoises, watch basking marine iguanas and be endlessly 
fascinated by the colourful and exotic birdlife. The moment you set 
foot on your first island you will see that curiosity is a way of life and 
whether strolling along the islands’ pristine beaches, searching for the 
spectacular waved albatross, having a “chat” with a particularly friendly 
sea lion, or snorkelling with Galapagos penguins, a feeling of freedom 
surrounds you. 

The Galapagos Islands have been named after the giant Galapagos tortoises and the 
archipelago which is 600 miles off Ecuador’s Pacific Coast originated from undersea 
volcanic activity, six million years ago. The archipelago’s 13 major islands, six smaller 
ones, and scores of islets are all part of Ecuador’s National Park system. The most 
celebrated visitor to Galapagos was undoubtedly the young Charles Darwin who 
arrived in 1835 aboard HMS Beagle as part of an expedition commanded by Captain 
Robert FitzRoy. The ship was homeward bound after spending three years charting the 
coasts of South America from the Rio Plata round to Chiloe in southern Chile. When 
Darwin arrived in the Galapagos, he found a remarkable population of plants, birds 
and reptiles that had developed in isolation from the mainland, but often differed on 
almost identical islands next door to one another, and whose characteristics he could 
only explain by a gradual transformation of the various species. Darwin’s critical and 
open mind lead to his theories of evolution and after his return to England, he arrived 
at the principal of ‘natural selection’. This theory contradicted all views held at the time 
by scientists as well as the Church, therefore he kept his findings to himself for the next 
20 years while he patiently collected evidence to support it. On the Origin of Species 
was finally published in 1859. 

Today there are a number of vessels cruising around these islands ranging in size 
from six to one hundred passengers, but we have chosen to charter a very special 
vessel from our associates and experts in Galapagos cruises, Metropolitan Touring 
who have almost sixty years experience of providing guests with unique and quality 
travel experiences. We believe La Pinta is perfect for those who prefer a small, 
superior vessel, a highly experienced expedition team, small groups ashore and an 
environmentally friendly programme.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London Heathrow to 
Guayaquil. Fly by scheduled indirect 
flight. Arrive this evening and transfer 
to our central hotel for a two night 
stay. The remainder of the day is free 
to relax independently.

Day 2 Guayaquil. After breakfast in 
the hotel enjoy a morning tour of the 
town visiting Centennial Plaza that 
honours the heroes of Guayaquil’s 
independence, the famous Moorish 
Clock Tower and Bolivar Park, with its 
equestrian statue of South America’s 
liberator, Simon Bolivar. This afternoon 
is free for independent exploration 
before we meet for dinner tonight in a 
local restaurant.

Day 3 Guayaquil to San Cristobal 
Island. Transfer to the airport this 
morning for our scheduled flight to 
San Cristobal Island. On arrival we 
transfer to La Pinta for lunch before 
visiting Cerro Colorado this afternoon. 
Here we find a breeding centre of the 
highly-endangered giant tortoises 
in the midst of a fantastic deciduous 
forest, home to dozens of bird species 
and the endemic San Cristóbal lava 
lizard.

Day 4 San Cristobal Island. This 
morning we land at the eastern tip 
of San Cristóbal Island at Punta Pitt. 
The trail that ascends from the beach 
provides spectacular views of the 
shoreline and is the only site in the 
Galapagos where the three species 
of boobies can be found together, as 
well as the two frigate species, plus 
a colony of bachelor sea lions. After 
the walk, if weather permits, we have 
a chance to swim from the beach. 
After lunch onboard we take a dinghy 
ride along the shores of tuff-stone 
layers which takes us to Cerro Brujo’s 
expansive, white coraline beach, 
great for walking, with rewarding 
birdwatching and good views of 
seabirds and shore birds. Also, look 
out for Galapagos sea lions. These are 

Island Hopping in the Galapagos Archipelago aboard La Pinta 
4th to 15th February 2015 & 18th February to 1st March 2015 

the same shores that Charles Darwin 
walked upon, back in September 1835.

Day 5 Espanola Island. Our morning 
outing at Punta Suarez provides an 
exciting walk on lava/boulder terrain 
to visit its unique sea bird colonies, 
including boobies, swallow-tail gulls, 
and the famous “blowhole”. Also, 
look for red-green-black marine 
iguanas. We are back onboard for 
lunch before heading to Gardner 
Bay this afternoon. We set down at 
this beautiful, white coral beach for 
a short walk to observe the sea lions, 
mockingbirds, finches or enjoy the 
beach. There is great snorkelling in 
this area, alternatively there will be 
time to kayak or ride the glass-bottom 
boat.

Day 6 Santa Cruz Island. This morning 
we visit the Charles Darwin Research 
Station and the ‘rearing in captivity’ 
programme for the giant tortoises. 
Here we witness the efforts and results 
of all the field work done in the name 
of science. Today we will have lunch in 
a local restaurant. After lunch, travel 
by bus to El Chato Reserve, one of 
the best places in the archipelago 
to see giant tortoises in their natural 
habitat. The tortoises are easy to spot, 
lumbering around, eating grass and 
leaves and wallowing in the small 
pools that are common in the reserve. 
You may also spot some highland 
birds, like cattle egrets, mockingbirds, 
finches or flycatchers. There are 
several lava tunnels in the reserve, 
a great place to spot the barn owl. 
There is also a small lagoon covered 
in red algae where gallinules and 
Galapagos pintails can be found. 

Day 7 Santa Cruz & Sombrero Chino 
Islet. After breakfast disembark at 
a beautiful olivine beach (a volcanic 
crystal that forms in fast-cooling lava). 
The area has historical relevance since 
a small community lived in this  
area in the late 1900s, collecting lichen Pinnacle Rock, Bartolome Island
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board the panga for the short ride to 
the landing site at Sullivan Bay on the 
east coast of Santiago. Wet landing 
on a white coral sand beach and a 
walk over lava that flowed here less 
than 100 years ago. This is the perfect 
place to see and feel the volcanic 
origin of Galapagos. The last major 
eruption on Santiago was probably in 
the early 1900’s. One observer aboard 
a sailing vessel reported that the ship 
approached the lava flow so closely 
that the pine tar used to seal the hull 
of the ship began to soften, and the 
captain had to hurry the ship away 
from the bay. 

Day 9 Genovesa Island. In the 
morning, enjoy an easy stroll 
observing thousands of birds, mainly 
frigate birds, red footed and masked 
boobies, gulls, herons, finches and 
mockingbirds. There will be an 
optional walk over sharp lava and 
uneven terrain for dramatic views, 
or else return to the beach to enjoy 
swimming and snorkelling at this 
beautiful natural harbour. The more 
adventurous can snorkel along the 
cliffs or Paddle Sea kayaks. The 
afternoon starts with a very interesting 
panga ride along the cliffs and then 
disembark on rocks for a steep climb 
(90 feet) up some stairs. Once at 
the top of the stairs, the land is flat, 
allowing for a stimulating walk of 
about a mile to the other side of this 
small island, observing large colonies 
of masked boobies, frigate birds and 
storm petrels. Those not wishing to 
disembark can enjoy a longer panga 
ride along the cliffs.

(Rosella Tictoria), used in the textile 
industry. The trail leads us to an old 
water hole used by the former settlers. 
There are also boobies, land birds 
and beautiful views of the northwest 
side of Santa Cruz Island to enjoy. 
Several activities are possible after the 
walk, such as snorkelling or a panga 
ride along the shoreline. We are back 
onboard for lunch and sail to the 
tiny island of Sombrero Chino which 
gets its name from its appearance: 
a Chinese hat. Lying just off the 
southeastern tip of San Salvador Island 
(James), this islet, only formed fairly 
recently, makes a beautiful visit as one 
explores along its 400-metre long trail,  
which begins at a crescent-shaped 
white sandy beach. Several species 
of shore birds can be spotted, 
along with marine iguanas, lava 
lizards, Galapagos penguins and 
sally lightfoot crabs. The cove offers 
excellent swimming and snorkelling 
opportunities with white-tipped reef 
sharks and tropical fish. 

Day 8 Bartolome Island and Santiago 
Island. Disembark at Bartolomé 
Island for a hike to the summit, a 
great way to start the day. This is a 
steep climb up a wooden staircase 
with handrails and several resting and 
observation stops; the view from the 
top is worth the effort. Following the 
walk, a dinghy ride around colossal 
Pinnacle Rock, is rewarding, followed 
by time to enjoy the beach and some 
snorkelling, with possible Galapagos 
penguin sightings, alternatively join 
the glass-bottom boat for great views 
of the underwater world. After lunch, 

La Pinta – G
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled international and domestic air travel, seven 
nights aboard La Pinta on a full board basis, two night’s hotel accommodation in 
Guayaquil and one night in Quito on a bed and breakfast basis, dinner in Guayaquil on 
day 2, Quito and Guayaquil City tours, Galapagos National Park fee and Transit Card, 
daily excursions in the Galapagos, transfers, port taxes, airport taxes, Noble Caledonia 
Tour manager.  
Not Included: Travel Insurance, gratuities, visa.   
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin Description Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Standard Twin cabin  

Superior Twin cabin  

Standard Twin cabin for sole use

£5995 
£6495 
£7995 

It is not the 
strongest  of 
the species that 
survives, nor the 
most intelligent 
that survives. 
it is the one 
that is the most 
adaptable to 
change.

Charles Darwin   

Day 10 Baltra to Quito. Disembark 
this morning and transfer to the airport 
for our scheduled flight to Quito. 
On arrival transfer to our centrally 
located  hotel for an overnight stay. 
This afternoon is free to explore 
independently. 

Day 11 Quito to London Heathrow. 
After breakfast in the hotel enjoy a 
guided tour of Quito including the 
colonial quarter which is the largest and 
best preserved in South America and 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We 
will visit Independence Plaza, flanked 
by the Cathedral, the Presidential 
Palace, the Municipal Building and the 
Archbishop’s Palace. Continue on to 
the Monastery of San Francisco one the 
of great religious buildings of the New 
World. After a local lunch we transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled indirect 
flight to London.

Day 12 London. Arrive today.

Sea lion

Blue-footed Boobies

Giant Tortoise

Marine Iguana
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Your Cabin/Suite 
The MS Bremen’s cabins offer 18 square 
metres of floor space and the spacious suites 
measure 24 square metres. Cabins on Deck 
3 feature portholes and all other cabins 
have a panoramic window. The cabins and 
suites on Decks 6 and 7 have balconies. All 
of the cabins and suites feature individual 

climate control and are furnished with a seating area and table, a dressing table 
with hairdryer, wardrobe, safe, telephone, flat screen TV, DVD player, radio and 
reading lamp. Non-alcoholic beverages are free of charge from the mini bar and 
these are refilled daily. All cabins have an en-suite bathroom with shower and 
the suites have a bathtub. Bathrobes are provided in every cabin/suite for your 
convenience. Depending on the satellite reception you will receive an excerpt 
from a newspaper every morning with the most important international news.  

Guests in suites are provided with a range of high-quality cosmetic items 
including bath salt, massage sponge and body lotion. In addition to the bowl of 
fruit served on a daily basis (also in the cabins on Deck 6), passengers staying in a 
suite receive a bottle of champagne and canapés on the day of embarkation.

Your Space 
Facilities onboard include a single seating restaurant, a club with bar, lounge 
with panoramic windows, well-stocked library, sundeck with heated seawater 
swimming pool, fitness room, sauna, hair salon and beauty parlour, a small 
hospital and a boutique. There are several computers with internet access and 
all cabins and public areas have Wi-Fi connection (extra charge for use). Guests 
will have the opportunity to visit the bridge whenever the local regulations allow 
by prior arrangement with the officer on duty. Bridge officers will be happy to 
provide you with information regarding the course, position of the ship and other 
nautical questions.

MS Bremen
We are delighted to be working with our German associates, Hapag Lloyd Cruises and the four-star plus 
vessel the MS Bremen, an expedition ship of a special kind. The vessel accommodates a maximum of 
164 passengers along with a qualified expedition team of naturalists who travel ashore with you and also 
provide informative talks onboard in the comfort of the well designed panoramic lounge. In addition the 
crew of 100 offer exquisite onboard service. The MS Bremen is small, extremely manoeuvrable and has a 
shallow draught which allows the vessel to explore regions which bigger ships simply cannot access. 
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Your Dining
Experience indulgence at the highest level. Highly trained chefs will surprise 
you every day with their skill and attention to detail. Diversity as well as classic 
delicacies will be available for every meal, whether you are enjoying a quick 
breakfast or a relaxed evening meal. When the weather is good, you are very 
welcome to have breakfast on the Lido deck and at lunchtime there is always the 
choice between a buffet and a la carte menu. 

Life Onboard 
After incredible, breathtaking experiences ashore and by Zodiac, you will be 
welcomed back to a comfortable and well run ship. Life onboard is about 
comfort and quality service. There is no dress code and the atmosphere is always 
personal. On all Zodiac excursions, you will be accompanied by experienced 
experts who will add much to your exploration. These onboard experts are 
worldly-wise, highly qualified, captivating, entertaining and passionate about their 
area of expertise. They have extensive knowledge coupled with vast experience. 
You will be able to take advantage of their individual specialism during exciting 
lectures onboard, rides and landings with the Zodiacs and, of course, in personal 
conversations.

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
Whilst onboard, you are able to make use of wellington boots and parka  
jackets, meaning you do not need to travel with them. The vessel is equipped 
with stabilizers and is a registered Ice Class E4, and thus the MS Bremen can 
sail where other ships would have to turn back. The crew of 100 will ensure your 
journey is comfortable and offer the highest quality of service. There is a hospital 
onboard and a helicopter deck in case of any medical emergencies. A lift  
services all decks.

  Category 3 Cabin   Category 7 Suite   The Club

  Restaurant  Panorama Lounge

M
S B

rem
en

The Bridge  Library



142 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

AUSTRALIA

NEW
ZEALAND

Roosevelt I.

Sturge I.

Balleny Is

Tasmania

Auckland I.

Campbell I.

Macquarie Is

Berkner I.

R o s s

S e a

Ross Ice
She l f

Shackleton
Ice Shelf

Amery
Ice Shelf

L E S S E R
A N T A R C T I C A

Mar ie  By rd
Land

C. Colbeck

PENSACOLA
MTNS.

Mt. Kirkpatrick
Mt. Markham

Mt. Seelig

Mt. Sidley

C. Adare

George V
Land

C. Poinsett

Queen Mary
Land

D
ates

La n d

V i c t o r i a L a n d

Terre Adélie

W
i l k e s

L a n d

Knox Coast

South
Magnetic

Pole

G R E A T E R

A N T A R C T I C A

Mac Robertson
Land

C. Darnley

South Pole

A M E R I C A N
H I G H L A N D

PR. CHARLES M
TNS.

QUEEN MAUD MTN
S.

T R A N S A N TA R C T I C M O U NTA I N
S

Enderby
La

nd
D

ro
n n

in
g

M
au

d
La

nd

C. Norvegia
Co a ts Land

SOUTH 
GEORGIA

FALKLAND 
ISLANDS

ARGENTINA

GrytvikenS. ORKNEY 
ISLANDS

S. SHETLAND 
ISLANDS

WEDDELL
SEA

Ushuaia
CAPE HORN

DRAKE PASSAGE

TIERRA
DEL FUEGO

LEMAIRE 

CHANNEL

LA
RS

EN
 

IC
E 

SH
EL

F

ANTARCTIC
PENINSULA

SOUTHERN
OCEAN

Detaille Is

Elephant Is

King George Is

Petermann Is

Paradise Bay
Port Lockroy Deception Is

ANTARCTIC CIRCLE

Antarctica, South Georgia and the Falklands 

Mere words cannot do justice to the awe inspiring spectacle of 
Antarctica. This most southern of continents, this desert of 

ice, is so unique and uncommon to man’s experience, that even the 
most dramatic of photographs pale into insignificance when one is 
confronted by the sheer magnitude, beauty and wonder of an Antarctic 
landscape. This is a land that has consistently challenged and inspired 
men of extraordinary character, to deeds requiring extreme courage. 
Even today after many decades of exploration, Antarctica still remains 
a world apart, a majestic last frontier surpassing even the most jaded 
of travellers’ expectations. To enjoy the wonders of this icy paradise 
in the company of a small and enthusiastic party is the perfect way 
to achieve the most from a visit to this extraordinary place. You 
will travel with polar expedition experts and naturalists who are 
as committed to environmental and passenger safety as they are to 
making your trip a learning, enjoyable and memorable experience 
which you will cherish for life. 

Although South Georgia is a couple of days extra steaming from 
Antarctica it is well worth the effort. Here you will experience one 
of the world’s natural wonders, the ‘Alps in mid-ocean’, offering 
remarkable concentrations of wildlife against a backdrop of glaciers and 
snow-covered mountains. Hugging the coast to the wildest reaches of 
the island we land on beaches alive with rampaging fur seals, somnolent 
elephant seals and truly astonishing numbers of King Penguins. Before 
disembarking in Montevideo we will head for the Falkland Islands 
where we will witness some of the rich wildlife on its shores and visit 
the tiny capital of Stanley.  
 

hundreds of metres above and snow-
covered mountains line the bay in 
which icebergs as high as houses float. 

The further south our journey takes 
you through the Neumayer Channel 
the more impressed you will be by 
the endless white world of amazing 
glaciers surrounding you on all sides. 
Spectacular trips and landings with the 
Zodiacs will take you to enjoy unique 
close encounters with animals such as 
Adelie and gentoo penguins, fur seals 
and petrels. With luck, you will be able 
to observe the majestic whales in the 
Penola Strait. The excitement onboard 
increases as the ship approaches the 
Antarctic Circle. On the other side of 
this legendary line, the MS Bremen will 
be able to take full advantage of its 
expertise in icy conditions. 

In the clear air out on deck, a genuine 
pioneering spirit prevails, which will 
also accompany you on the route back 
north. One of the most impressive 
shipping passages in the world is the 
Lemaire Channel: mountains up to 
1,000 metres high line the strait of 
water and seem to be almost within 
reach as a mystical tranquillity prevails. 
Other magical moments await when 
cruising in the Antarctic Sound, where 
huge tabular icebergs drift silently 
through the water. Or when the 
Zodiacs take you ashore, for example 
on Paulet Island in the Weddell 
Sea, bringing you right up close to 
thousands of Adelie penguins. 

You will also gain an insight into 
the everyday lives of modern polar 
researchers on the South Orkney 
Islands, where, weather permitting, you 
will be taken ashore in the Zodiacs to 
visit the Argentinean Orcadas research 
station (subject to authorisation).

Day 13 At sea. Relax onboard and 
keep watch on deck for passing 
wildlife. There will be a lecture 
programme throughout the day. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Buenos Aires.  
Fly by scheduled flight.

Day 2 Buenos Aires. Arrive this 
morning and transfer to the centrally 
located Melia Hotel (or similar) for an 
overnight stay where rooms will be 
available on arrival. This afternoon is at 
leisure to explore independently. This 
evening there is the opportunity to 
attend an optional tango show held in 
a local restaurant.

Day 3 Buenos Aires to Ushuaia. This 
morning transfer to the airport for our 
specially chartered flight to Ushuaia 
and transfer to the MS Bremen. Sail 
this evening.

Day 4 Cape Horn. This morning we 
approach the infamous Cape Horn a 
sheer 1,394 foot high rocky promontory. 
Known as the “End of the Earth”, it 
was, for many years, an important 
navigation route for sailboats between 
the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. The 
park was declared a World Biosphere 
Reserve in 2005. Weather permitting 
we will have a chance to land. This 
afternoon we start our journey across 
the Drakes Passage.

Day 5 At sea. Enjoy a lecture, look for 
wildlife or simply relax as we continue 
our journey toward the South Shetland 
Islands. 

Days 6 to 12 South Shetland Islands, 
Antarctic Peninsula, Weddell Sea 
and South Orkney Islands. Some 
unforgettable experiences await on 
your expedition, such as on Deception 
Island, where you can go for a “swim” 
at the black volcanic beaches. The 
experience will make your day as the 
MS Bremen continues on her southerly 
course. You will be treated to a unique 
view in Paradise Bay: glaciers tower Exploring by Zodiac

An exploration of the Great White continent, South Georgia and the Falkland Islands aboard the MS Bremen  
10th February to 5th March 2015

Our View 
“For most travellers the Antarctic experience is a once in a lifetime visit, it is 
therefore important that the trip should be as rewarding as possible and the MS 
Bremen is the perfect vessel both in terms of the educational experience onboard 
and the number of opportunities to go ashore. Antarctica is to be experienced, not 
just to be seen and we believe the only way to do this is onboard a small ship.”
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Days 14 to 16 South Georgia. Three 
expedition days packed with great 
experiences lie ahead, when glaciated 
mountain summits on the horizon 
announce your approach to this 
unique animal paradise. Hundreds of 
thousands of King Penguins live on 
the coasts and hillsides of the island 
and bring the stunning landscape to 
life. On up to three trips and landings 
each day with the Zodiacs, you can 
experience this rich animal kingdom 
up close, and see elephant seals 
fighting over a harem or observe 
gentoo penguins and thousands 

of King Penguins from a respectful 
distance. Prominent experts with 
extensive experience in the Antarctic 
will be able to tell you all about the 
fauna and flora. In Grytviken, you will 
be able to immerse yourself in the 
exciting history of polar exploration. 
Visit the tiny whalers’ church built 
in 1913, and the grave of polar 
explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton, whose 
legendary Endurance expedition came 
to a fortunate end on South Georgia. 

Days 17 & 18 At sea. Enjoy some time 
onboard at leisure attending lectures, 
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled international air travel, charter flight from Buenos Aires 
to Ushuaia, overnight hotel accommodation in Buenos Aires on breakfast only basis, 20 nights 
aboard the MS Bremen on full board, mini-bar with soft drinks in your cabin restocked each day, 
shore excursions, expedition team including onboard lectures, Noble Caledonia, tour manager, 
use of expedition parka and rubber boots, transfers, gratuities to crew, port taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, optional excursions. 
NB. Ports and activities subject to change based on weather conditions.

Cabin DescriptionCat Deck Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

1   Twin cabin with porthole  3  

2   Twin cabin with panorama window  4  

3   Twin cabin with panorama window 4  

4  Twin cabin with panorama window  5  

5   Twin cabin with panorama window  5  

6   Twin cabin with balcony  6  

7   Suite with balcony  7  

5   Twin cabin with panorama window for sole use 5  

£8995
£9795

£10935
£10995
£11995
£12795

n/A
£12995

King Penguin Colony, South Georgia

Falkland Islands

Crabeater seal

watching for passing scenery and 
reminiscing with fellow travellers and 
onboard staff about all you have seen 
and experienced over the past couple 
of weeks.

Day 19 Port Stanley, Falkland Islands. 
Chosen for its sheltered harbour 
and access to abundant fresh water 
and peat for fuel, Stanley is easy to 
discover on foot as most shops and 
services are centered on the port. The 
museum, the post-office featuring first 
day covers, plenty of shops with locally 
made wool items and Stanley’s lively 

pubs will all be available. It is possible 
to experience the wildlife of the 
Falklands from the town including sea 
lions and Peale’s and Commerson’s 
dolphins in the harbour.

Days 20 to 22 At sea. Relax onboard and 
attend the last lectures of the voyage.

Day 23 Montevideo to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for your scheduled 
indirect flight to London.

Day 24 London. Arrive today.

sold out

sold out

sold out

sold out

sold out



144 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Your Cabin/Suite 
There are a range of cabins and suites available and all feature outside views 
(window or porthole), full private en-suite bathrooms a writing desk and reading 
desk. Category 2 cabins measure 15sqm with a porthole, Category 3 cabins 
measure 15sqm with a window and Category 4 cabins measure 15sqm with a 
large window. Category 5 suites measure 30sqm and have multiple windows with 
a separate living and sleeping area.

Your Space 
Spacious public areas provide panoramic views of the beautiful Arctic landscapes 
and include the Polar Bear Pub, Discovery Lounge, Albatross Bar and a fine  
dining room serving international cuisine, large enough to accommodate 
all passengers in one sitting. There is also a barbecue deck, a top 360° view 
observation deck and a fitness centre and sauna.
Enjoy a casual drink in the Polar Bear Pub with direct access to the back deck, 
relax with a book in the Lonely Planet Library or with a glass of wine in the 
Discovery Lounge, spend your days on the observation deck enjoying fantastic 
scenery and keeping your eyes peeled for passing wildlife. The Expedition 
Lounge is equipped with state of the art audio visual equipment, including 
multiple screens and will host the lectures, evening films and pre landing  
briefings and recaps.

MS Expedition
We have been working with our Canadian associates, G Adventures and the MS Expedition for many 
years. The 120 passenger vessel was completely refurbished in 2009 and is perfect for our Arctic 
explorations being large enough to provide stability, speed, spacious cabins and ample public space, yet 
small enough to manoeuvre in remote areas and get you close to the action. She provides an intimate 
small ship cruising experience. 
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Your Dining
Breakfast and lunch are served buffet style and dinner is served 
to your table in the dining room which can accommodate all 
passengers in one sitting and features large windows so whilst 
dining you are not missing out on the spectacular scenery. All 
meals include a vegetarian option. and most dietary requests can 
be accommodated if advised prior to boarding. Afternoon tea is 
also served daily around the afternoon excursions. 

Life Onboard 
The expedition team includes 
experts in marine and avian 
biology, history and geology 
and there is one onboard expert 
for every 10 guests. Together 
they represent a vast in-depth  
knowledge and experience 
that will enrich your travels in 
unforgettable ways. Through 

a lecture programme and shore expeditions, they will share their 
knowledge and passion with you, to enhance your experience.  
A fleet of Zodiacs are used for landings and nature cruises, and  
an open bridge policy onboard allows interaction with the captain 
and navigation crew, further fostering the expeditionary nature of 
every voyage.

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
Ship stabilizers ensure a smooth ride in rough waters allowing 
you to enjoy more of your time at sea and with a focus on safety, 
comfort and the unique demands of polar travel, the crew of the 
MS Expedition is committed to the ship’s continued safe operation. 
The ship has forward-looking sonar which reduces the risk of its 
grounding on uncharted reefs or rocks. Designed to Ice Class 1B 
specifications for service in sea ice. G Adventures environmental 
policies meet and exceed industry regulations and whilst onboard 
you will be able to use wellington boots and parka jackets for no 
extra cost.

  Restaurant   Library   Category 3 Cabin

  Lounge and Bar

  Category 4 Cabin

  Bathroom

M
S Expedition
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Polar Bear Adventures in the Midnight Sun 
An expedition cruise of the Svalbard archipelago aboard the MS Expedition  

Svalbard is a remote and spectacular archipelago of immense 
glaciers, narrow fjords and abundant wildlife. Join the  

MS Expedition for a memorable journey into the realm of the polar 
bear. In Spitsbergen there are twice as many polar bears and walrus 
as there are people and the polar bear population is estimated at over 
3000 and so of course we hope to encounter some of them during our 
summer voyages. 

During our expedition we will witness a vast geological spectacle 
of soaring mountains and immense glaciers. A photographer’s 
paradise unfolds before us: black basaltic islands rise from 
shimmering waters punctuated with gleaming ice sculptures, and 
lush tundra blazes with purple saxifrage and moss campion. Within 
this dramatic landscape resides a wealth of wildlife: seals, walrus, 
whales, Arctic foxes, and our ultimate goal, polar bears. The area is 
also home to hundreds of thousands of breeding seabirds, including 
kittiwakes, murres, dovekies, puffins, and rare ivory gulls. We 
will take full advantage of the long daylight hours and embark on 
numerous Zodiac excursions to view the profuse wildlife up close.

In the beginning of the season Spitsbergen’s flowers are in full bloom 
and the bird colonies are bustling with life. In the latter part of the 
season we have very good possibilities of exploring the eastern parts 
of the archipelago when the ice is slowly starting to lose its grip.

The MS Expedition’s ice-strengthened hull, shallow draft and 
superior manoeuvrability coupled with a veteran crew will allow 
us to go into the bays, fjords and pack ice, and the ship’s fleet of 
Zodiac landing craft will allow us to explore even further, get 
close to wildlife and make landings for walks ashore. You will be 
accompanied by a knowledgeable expedition team who include 
naturalists and geologists, all of whom have a genuine passion for 
the Polar Regions. 

Days 3 to 11 Spitsbergen. During our 
time in Spitsbergen, each day will be 
planned to take advantage of local 
ice and weather conditions. Svalbard 
is one of the few places on the planet 
that offers such a wealth and diversity 
of natural and cultural history sites. We 
will visit ice covered seas, fjords with 
breathtaking mountain scenery and 
glaciers flowing into the sea around 
us. We will spend time steaming 
through the ice in search of polar 
bears hunting seals. Ivory gulls will be 
a highlight for the birders, while we 
keep a constant lookout for walrus 
hauled out on ice floes or on sandy 
beaches. We will visit, ice permitting, 
spectacular bird cliffs filled with 
thousands of murres (guillemots), as 
well as kittiwakes and glaucous gulls. 
A little auk colony will also be on 
our agenda. Our shore stops will be 
highlighted with flowers nearing, or at 

Seasons in Svalbard
Svalbard has a mild climate compared 
to other land areas on the same 
latitude. This is thanks to the Gulf 
Current. The average temperature in 
Longyearbyen in July is +6°C. During 
winter thick ice and snow blanket the 
archipelago, but when warmer weather 
arrives, it becomes possible to navigate 
by vessel. Millions of seabirds arrive 
to their traditional nesting sites, and 
the archipelago teems with life. The 
beginning of the season (June and 
early July) is characterised by a lot of 
snow and a wonderful purity. It is still 
spring in the Arctic, polar bear cubs 
and seals can sometimes be seen 
on the ice of the fjords in front of the 
glaciers. The mighty pack ice is not far 
away. Summer arrives in the middle of 
the season (July). The ice loosens its 
grip around the islands and this makes 
it possible to travel further east. Whales 
are more frequently seen in the waters 
and more and more snow-free areas 
become accessible for walks. Colourful 
flowers are also in bloom.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London Heathrow to Oslo. Fly 
by scheduled flight. On arrival transfer 
to your hotel for an overnight stay. The 
remainder of the day is at leisure for 
independent exploration.

Day 2 Oslo to Longyearbyen. After 
breakfast in the hotel transfer to the 
airport for your flight to Longyearbyen. 
Arrive this afternoon and transfer to 
the MS Expedition for embarkation. 
Sail this evening.

Adelie penguins
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the peak of their bloom, and we will 
have the opportunity to observe and 
discuss some of their adaptations to 
what we consider a harsh environment. 
At one or more of our stops, we hope 
to see Svalbard’s unique subspecies of 
reindeer. They are much smaller than 
their southern relatives, but still carry 
impressive antlers. We also have the 
possibility of seeing Arctic foxes. 

This is also a land of history: from 
whaling to reaching for the pole, 
to trapping, coal mining and war. 
We will visit some of these historic 
sites. We may cruise in Zodiacs 
along the ice edge viewing seals 
or walrus, in fjords with glaciers 
spilling down to the sea or in front 
of spectacular seabird cliffs. We will 
have opportunities to walk on shore, 
observe and photograph the Arctic 
flora and fauna. As we are in the land 
of the polar bear, your expedition 
staff will carry rifles and flare guns on 
shore for your protection.Krossfjord, 
Konigsfjord, Monaco Glacier, Hinlopen 
Strait, Northeast Land, Edgeoya, 

Hornsund and Bellsund are just a 
few of the places that we may visit. 
By not having a set itinerary, we take 
on an expedition spirit and are free 
to take advantage of the best that 
Svalbard has to offer. The evening 
of our last full day of adventure will 

M
S Expedition – Polar B

ear A
dventures in the M

idnight Sun 

find the expedition ship anchored off 
Longyearbyen.

Day 12 Longyearbyen to London 
Heathrow. Disembark early this 
morning for our scheduled flight to 
London via Oslo. Arrive this afternoon.

Within
this dramatic 
landscape 
resides a wealth 
of wildlife: seals, 
walrus,
whales, Arctic 
foxes, and our 
ultimate goal, 
polar bears. 
We will take 
full advantage 
of the long 
daylight hours 
and embark 
on numerous 
Zodiac 
excursions to 
view the profuse 
wildlife close up.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, overnight hotel accommodation in Oslo 
on a bed and breakfast basis,10 nights aboard the MS Expedition on a full board basis, 
shore excursions, expedition team and lecture programme, parka jacket, port taxes, 
airport taxes, transfers, use of wellington boots on MS Expedition.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, gratuities.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change and flight schedules.

2014/2015 Departure Dates anD prices per person  
Based on double occupancy

Cabin DescriptionCat 2014 Prices
1  Triple with two lower berths and porthole    

2  Twin with two lower berths and porthole    

3  Twin with two lower berths and window    

4  Superior with two lower berths and window    

5  Suite with queen bed, lounge and window    

3  Twin with two lower berths and window for sole use

on request
£5495
£6295
£6995
£7695
£8795

2015 Prices
on request

£5795
£6595
£7395
£8095
£9195

ReindeerBlack legged kittiwakes

Polar bear

25th June to 6th July 2014; 19th to 30th July 2014; 5th to 16th August 2014; 
25th June to 6th July 2015; 29th July to 9th August 2015
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London Heathrow to Oslo. Fly 
by scheduled flight. On arrival transfer 
to your hotel for an overnight stay. The 
remainder of the day is at leisure for 
independent exploration.

Day 2 Oslo to Longyearbyen. After 
breakfast in the hotel transfer to the 
airport for your flight to Longyearbyen. 
Arrive this afternoon and transfer to 
the MS Expedition for embarkation. 
Sail this evening.

Days 3 to 8 Spitsbergen. Each day 
will be planned to take advantage 
of local ice and weather conditions. 
Svalbard is one of the few places on 
the planet that offers such a wealth 
and diversity of natural and cultural 
historical sites. During these six 
days we will visit ice covered seas, 
fjords with breathtaking mountain 
scenery and glaciers flowing into the 
sea around us. We will spend time 
steaming through the ice in search of 
polar bears hunting seals. Ivory gulls 
will be a highlight for the birders, 

while we keep a constant lookout 
for walrus hauled out on ice floes or 
on sandy beaches. Ice permitting, 
we will visit spectacular bird cliffs 
filled with thousands of murres 
(guillemots), as well as kittiwakes and 
glaucous gulls. A little auk colony will 
also be on our agenda. 

Our shore stops will be highlighted 
with flowers nearing or at the peak 
of their bloom and we will have the 
opportunity to observe and discuss 
some of their adaptations to what 
we consider a harsh environment. At 
one or more of our stops, we hope to 
see Svalbard’s unique subspecies of 
reindeer. They are much smaller than 
their southern relatives, but still carry 
impressive antlers. We also have the 
possibility of seeing Arctic foxes. 

The Realm of the Polar Bear
An expedition cruise of the Svalbard Archipelago aboard the MS Expedition
12th to 20th July 2014 ; 18th to 26th June 2015 & 5th to 13th July 2015 

There are few places that measure up to Svalbard. This remote and 
spectacular archipelago of immense glaciers, narrow fjords and 

abundant wildlife is a true Arctic wilderness and is home to wildlife 
such as polar bears, walruses, seals and whales, all of which we have 
good chances of seeing during our expedition. During summer, when 
the sun never sets, the tundra experiences a warm awakening and ice-
peppered fjords ring with the thunderous sound of glacial ice crashing 
to the sea. By July the ice has loosened its grip around the islands 
making it possible to travel further east than is possible earlier in the 
season. The flora and fauna take advantage of the short but extreme 
summer with blooming flowers and active wildlife. 

Join us aboard the MS Expedition for a true Arctic adventure. 
The vessel’s ice strengthened hull, shallow draft and superior 
manoeuvrability coupled with a veteran crew will allow us to go 
into the bays, fjords and pack ice, and the ship’s fleet of Zodiac 
landing craft will allow us to explore even further, get close to 
wildlife and make landings for walks ashore. 

Svalbard remains a relatively untouched archipelago of astounding 
beauty and many of our planned locations are pristine and rarely 
visited. During our voyage you will experience nature in its 
purest form in the High Arctic and joining you onboard will be 
a knowledgeable expedition team which includes naturalists and 
geologists, all of whom have a genuine passion for the Polar 
Regions. Their expertise and professionalism will enhance your 
cruise in so many ways. The voyage is undertaken in the spirit of 
discovery; our pace is unhurried and our options are many, so the 
day-by-day itinerary shown is a thoughtfully considered framework 
based on the vessel’s long experience in this region.

Exploring by Zodiac

Arctic tern
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Apart from the magnificent wildlife, 
this is also a land of history: from 
whaling to reaching for the pole, to 
trapping, coal mining and war, we will 
visit some of the historic sites. We 
may cruise in Zodiacs along the ice 
edge viewing seals or walrus, in fjords 
with glaciers spilling down to the sea 
or in front of spectacular seabird cliffs. 
We will have opportunities to walk 
on shore, observe and photograph 
the Arctic flora and fauna. Krossfjord, 
Konigsfjord, Monaco Glacier, 
Hinlopen Strait, Northeast Land, 
Edgeoya, Hornsund and Bellsund 
are just a few of the places that we 
may visit. The flexibility of not having 

a set itinerary allows us to take 
advantage of weather conditions 
and wildlife sightings and the 
experienced Captain and Expedition 
Leader will take the best advantage 
of these factors to maximise your 
Arctic experience. Our last evening 
onboard will be spent anchored off 
Longyearbyen.

Day 9 Longyearbyen to London 
Heathrow. Disembark early this 
morning for our scheduled flight 
to London via Oslo. Arrive this 
afternoon.

Polar bear family

Wild flowers

M
S Expedition – The R

ealm
 of the Polar B

ear

Walrus

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights, overnight hotel accommodation in Oslo 
on a bed and breakfast basis, 7 nights aboard the MS Expedition on a full board basis, 
shore excursions, expedition team and lecture programme, parka jacket, port taxes, 
airport taxes, transfers, use of wellington boots on MS Expedition. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, gratuities.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change and flight schedules.

prices per person 
Based on double occupancy

Cabin DescriptionCat 2014 Prices
1  Triple with two lower berths and porthole    

2  Twin with two lower berths and porthole    

3  Twin with two lower berths and window    

4  Superior with two lower berths and window    

5  Suite with queen bed, lounge and window    

3  Twin with two lower berths and window for sole use

on request
£4295
£4995
£5495
£6295
£6995

2015 Prices
on request

£4495
£5295
£5795
£6595
£7395
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Your Cabin/Suite 
There are 88 outside cabins which 
measure 22 square metres and four suites 
which measure a spacious 44 square 
metres. All offer a comfortable living and 
sleeping area with a modern en-suite 
bathroom – cabins have a shower and 
suites have a bathtub and shower – as 
well as a mini bar which is refilled with 
soft drinks every day, Infotainment 
system with private email, internet 
access (subject to charge), TV, radio, 
satellite telephone, a spacious wardrobe, 
hairdryer, and individually adjustable 
air conditioning. The large panoramic 
windows or maritime portholes offer 
fantastic views. The forward-view camera 

shows impressions of the ocean and your arrival directly on your flat screen. On 
arrival in your cabin you will find fresh fruit and champagne. The cabins and suites 
on the Bridge Deck also come with a safe and 24-hour butler service. Cabins 
on the Amundsen Deck have portholes and all other cabins and suites have 
panoramic windows.

Your Space 
The vessel has a spacious single sitting restaurant, two lounge bars, a lecture 
theatre, library, sun deck with a heated swimming pool and pool bar, indoor 
whirlpool, fitness room, sauna, hairdressing salon and small boutique. There 
is also a hospital on the lower deck. Whilst relaxing on deck and watching for 
passing wildlife, the excellent service team offer little touches like exotic fruit 
skewers and cooling terry cloth towels. Exciting perspectives are also  
guaranteed in the Observation Lounge thanks to the 180 degree panoramic  
view which can be enjoyed while relaxing with an aperitif at the bar and listening 
to the piano music. It is in the Explorer Lounge that the expedition team will hold 
lectures and briefings.

MS Hanseatic
Operated by our German associates, Hapag-Lloyd Cruises, the MS Hanseatic is the world’s only five-star 
expedition ship (Berlitz Cruise Guide 2014). With a maximum of just 184 passengers, this unique vessel 
offers an informal and relaxed atmosphere onboard with the finest surroundings. You will be joined by 
a qualified expedition team of naturalists who will accompany you ashore and provide informative talks 
throughout the cruise. 
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Cabins with two beds positioned side by side.
Unmarked cabins are furnished with twin beds.

These cabins are equipped and furnished to accommodate disabled passengers.
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Cabins with two beds positioned side by side.
Unmarked cabins are furnished with twin beds.

These cabins are equipped and furnished to accommodate disabled passengers.
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Cabins with two beds positioned side by side.
Unmarked cabins are furnished with twin beds.

These cabins are equipped and furnished to accommodate disabled passengers.
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Cabins with two beds positioned side by side.
Unmarked cabins are furnished with twin beds.

These cabins are equipped and furnished to accommodate disabled passengers.
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Cabins with two beds positioned side by side.
Unmarked cabins are furnished with twin beds.

These cabins are equipped and furnished to accommodate disabled passengers.
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Cabins with two beds positioned side by side.
Unmarked cabins are furnished with twin beds.

These cabins are equipped and furnished to accommodate disabled passengers.
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Your Dining
Experience indulgence at the 
highest level. Highly trained chefs 
will surprise you every day with their 
skill and attention to detail. Diversity 
as well as classic delicacies will be 
available for every meal, whether 
you are enjoying a quick breakfast 
or a relaxed evening meal. When 
the weather is good, you are very 
welcome to have breakfast on deck 
and at lunchtime there is always the 

choice between a buffet and a la carte menu. There will also be special events 
throughout your cruise. 

Life Onboard 
With your every need attended to, there is nothing to do but relax and enjoy 
the experience aboard the MS Hanseatic. After a Zodiac excursion, you will be 
welcomed back onboard with hot drinks and snacks, drinks will be handed to 
you as you stand on deck viewing magnificent icebergs and the crew of 125 
will think of everything and enhance your cruise in every way possible.
Highly qualified, knowledgeable experts will accompany you throughout 
the cruise. Discovering unknown territory and seeing amazing wildlife will 
be a lot more rewarding with an expert by your side. Whether a naturalist or 
ornithologist, their passion and enthusiasm will be conveyed through talks 
onboard and during excursions in small groups.
The onboard fleet of 14 Zodiac landing craft enables guests to reach every 
spectacular sight, no matter how remote. Due to their manoeuvrability, 
these inflatable craft allow us to truly immerse ourselves in nature. You can 
be feet away from glaciers, bears, spectacular birdlife and explore otherwise 
inaccessible fjords and waterways.

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
With the highest ice class for a passenger ship – E4, a shallow draught,  
a powerful engine and robust propellers, this is a sturdy ship with excellent  
manoeuvrability, allowing us to access remote islands and coastlines and  
is the perfect vessel from which to experience unforgettable expedition 
moments.

Observation Lounge   Twin Cabin, Explorer Deck Explorer Lounge

 Restaurant

 Suite on Bridge Deck

M
S H

anseatic
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NomeThe Itinerary
Day 1 London to Vancouver.  
Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive  
this afternoon and transfer to  
the Fairmont Hotel (or similar)  
for an overnight stay. Remainder  
of the day at leisure.

Day 2 Vancouver. Enjoy a free morning 
to explore Vancouver independently. 
In the early afternoon we will transfer 
to the MS Hanseatic moored in the 
city and sail this evening.

Days 3 & 4 British Columbia’s Inside 
Passage. We have two unforgettable 
days in British Columbia’s Inside 
Passage. From the deck of the  
MS Hanseatic you can enjoy the vista 
of countless islands, densely forested 
mountains and small Native American 
settlements. There may well be bald 
eagles circling overhead, while whales 
surface right in front of you in this 
glorious scenery of north-western 
Canada.

Days 5 to 8 Alaska’s Inside Passage. 
We spend four days cruising through 
Alaska’s Inside Passage, one of the 
most spectacular shipping routes in 
the world. One fascinating panorama 
gives way to another, and as the MS 
Hanseatic wends her way through this 
narrow, twisting waterway, it can make 
the most of its advantages as a small 
and easily manoeuvrable expeditionary 
vessel. Starting from Ketchikan, the 
centre of Alaska’s Native American 
culture, seize the opportunity to 
observe bears in the Alaska Rainforest 
Sanctuary or take an optional flight 
over the Misty Fjords to experience 
one of America’s greatest natural 
treasures from a breathtaking bird’s-eye 
perspective. You can also look forward 
to experiencing a masterpiece of 
nature’s making when the MS Hanseatic 
cruises through the Misty Fjords. 
Deeply carved fjords, mighty glaciers 
and rushing waterfalls which are home 
to a unique animal kingdom.  

From the picturesque city of Wrangell 
you can join the optional excursion 
to observe bears on Anan Creek, 
where with a bit of luck you may spot 
black and brown bears in their natural 
habitat. Or when you take an optional 
flight over the LeConte Glacier and 
enjoy fantastic views of the gigantic 
Stikine Ice Field.  After passing 
through the Wrangell Narrows with 
their beautiful panoramas of islands 

and mountains, we head to Juneau, 
the only state capital in the USA which 
cannot be reached by road and so is 
only approachable by boat or by plane. 
Optional helicopter and Dog Sled 
tours provide the chance to explore 
the fascinating Mendenhall Glacier at 
the gates of the city. An optional boat 
trip will immerse you in quite a different 
kind of world when, with the help of an 
underwater microphone, you can listen 
to whales singing.

Day 9 Point Adolphus. Today we will 
cruise off Point Adolphus, a favourite 
summer resort of humpback whale 
families, you can expect fascinating 
encounters with these giants of the 
sea. From the deck of the ship, you 
will observe the majestic mammals 
as they dive and rise to the surface of 
the water.

Days 10 & 11 Hubbard and Chenega 
Glaciers. We pass by the beautiful 
scenery of the Inian Pass as we set 
course for the mighty, calving Hubbard 
Glacier. In the pack ice at the glacier’s 
cut-off point, you will observe the 
bizarre formations of shimmering ice 
at close quarters. No less impressive 
is the majestic Chenega Glacier. If the 
weather permits, you will be able to 
take in this overwhelming backdrop 
from the Zodiacs while you watch the 
fascinating antics of the seals. 

Day 12 Kodiak. Alexander Baranov 
established a trading post at St. Paul 
Harbor in 1792 when Kodiak became 
the first capital of Russian America and 
was a major fur trading centre for many 
years. You may wish to visit the Baranov 
Museum, the Alutiq Museum and the 
Fish Tech Centre, all in Alaska’s first 
Russian-American settlement. 

Day 13 Kukak & Amalik Bay. Cruising 
through these waters of the emerald 
green Katmai Peninsula, watch out for 
foraging brown bears with their cubs 

Wild Alaska 
An expedition cruise to the islands and fjords of Alaska and the Bering Sea aboard the MS Hanseatic
12th to 31st July 2014

Grizzly Bear, Kodiak Island

Few places left on earth offer the traveller as much untamed 
scenic grandeur as the great land of Alaska. A vast area of 

fjords, channels, rivers, glaciers and bays, all of which can be well 
appreciated from the deck of a ship as she weaves her way through 
the seemingly endless coastal wilderness. Join us aboard the five 
star MS Hanseatic for this voyage which promises to be a true 
expedition, an exciting journey of wildlife discovery and spectacular 
scenery. 

Witnessing the vast landscape of Alaska has a humbling effect on 
those who journey along its dramatic fjord and coastal scenery, 
past towering mountains, their foothills covered with never ending 
spruce forests. Seeing the Alaskan wildlife in their natural habitat is 
a wonderful experience, and unlike the big cruise vessels who have 
a set course on the wide channels, our expedition vessel will be able 
to navigate narrow fjords and passages. These are perfect waters for 
expedition cruising as we get close to glaciers, gushing rivers, and for 
a real close-up experience the Zodiacs can be used to  view wildlife 
such as bird colonies, bears and swooping bald eagles if we are lucky.

Discerning travellers will appreciate this rich itinerary that explores 
the many facets of Alaska; tidewater glaciers, hidden fjords, massive 
ice-fields and huge mountains along with the islands of the Bering 
Sea. The MS Hanseatic will follow a flexible course avoiding the 
lanes frequented by the big resort ships whenever possible and the 
day to day itinerary will be determined by weather and wildlife 
sightings. With only a small number of like minded passengers 
onboard and an expert expedition team, you will be able to 
appreciate the peace and beauty of Alaska, explore in small parties 
ashore and visit places which the passengers aboard the big ships 
will never be taken. 
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and waterfalls which often at this time 
of year are heavy and impressive.

Day 14 Unga Island. We continue 
our journey to the Sumagin Islands, 
these unihabited islands are home 
to rare petrified forests and one of 
the largest abandoned villages in the 
Aleutians with relics of gold mines. 
We also hope to see whales in the 
surrounding waters.

Day 15 Dutch Harbour. Dutch Harbour 
is a busy ice free port which serves the 
North Pacific and Bering Sea fishing 
industry. This Aleutian port is very 
much a frontier town. See the World 
War II bunkers and the spectacular 
Russian Orthodox Church. 

Day 16 St Paul, Pribilof Islands. We 
continue our journey into the Bering 
Sea and look forward to exciting 
glimpses of the animal kingdom off  

St Paul in the Pribilof Islands where the 
calls of fur seals, three-toed gulls and 
guillemots will stay with you for some 
considerable time.

Day 17 At sea. An opportunity to relax 
onboard, attend a lecture and reminisce 
with fellow travellers about all the 
wonders you have seen.

Day 18 Nome to Vancouver. Arrive 
this morning in Nome and transfer 
to the airport for our charter flight to 
Vancouver. Arrive this afternoon and 
transfer to the Fairmont Hotel (or 
similar) for an overnight stay.

Day 19 Vancouver to London. Enjoy a 
relaxing morning before transferring to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to 
London Heathrow.

Day 20 London Heathrow. Arrive this 
morning.

Ketchikan
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights between London and Vancouver, charter 
flights between Nome and Vancouver, two nights hotel accommodation in Vancouver on 
a bed and breakfast basis, 16 nights aboard the MS Hanseatic on a full board basis,  
mini-bar with soft drinks in your cabin restocked each day, expedition team including 
onboard lectures, use of expedition parka and rubber boots, transfers, landing fees, 
gratuities to crew, port taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, shore excursions, visa. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin DescriptionCat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

2  Twin cabin on Amundsen Deck  

3  Twin cabin on Explorer Deck  

4  Twin cabin on Marco Polo Deck  

5  Twin cabin on Explorer Deck  

6  Twin cabin on Bridge Deck  

7  Suite on Bridge Deck  

2  Twin cabin on Amundsen Deck for sole use   

4  Twin cabin on Marco Polo Deck for sole use   
 

£9295
£10295
£10595
£10995
£11995
£15995
£11495
£13495

Whale

Misty Fjord

Bald Eagle

Hubbard Glacier
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Wrangel Island & the Chukchi Peninsula
An expedition cruise aboard the five-star MS Hanseatic   
27th July to 15th August 2014 

Even if you have travelled to the extremes of the earth, you will 
be treading new ground on this expedition cruise aboard the 

MS Hanseatic, the world’s only five star expedition cruise ship. On 
this voyage to the Chukchi Peninsula and its unknown coasts to the 
east and north we will experience intensive wildlife observations 
and gain exciting insights into the lives of the indigenous people. 
We then head towards the legendary Wrangel Island which is 
a state Nature Reserve for the purpose of preserving its unique 
ecosystem. In addition to being home to a large population of rare 
and endangered bird species, the island boasts the greatest density of 
polar bear birth dens and the largest walrus rookery in the Arctic.  
A Russian prohibited zone for many decades and scarcely accessible 
even today due to the icy conditions, this is true pioneering territory 
in the most magnificent natural setting. 

Expedition cruises such as this voyage vary from a ‘usual’ cruise as 
the itinerary is less defined. Although we set sail with a structured 
itinerary, it is the unscheduled events that often become the 
highlight of the journey. Expect the unexpected is the principal 
rule of such a voyage. If you enjoy seeing and learning about the 
wonders of nature, be it birds, mammals, marine life or geology, an 
expedition cruise offers the perfect environment.

The places visited and the order in which this is achieved will vary 
depending on wildlife sightings and diversions; such as following a 
whale that may appear at anytime. With the MS Hanseatic, we are able 
to avoid the regular, crowded tourist stops as we search for places of 
natural beauty and cultural history and the MS Hanseatic is the only 
way to access some of the remote destinations included in this itinerary.

days to come. As you head towards 
Yanrakynnot, you may see some 
majestic grey whales. Both there and 
in Lorino, you will gain fascinating 
insights into everyday life and the 
traditions of the Chukchi people 
before following in the footsteps  
of great discoverers with the  
MS Hanseatic en-route through the 
Bering Strait. Far away from the 
customary routes, the vessel will be 
setting course for regions that are only 
seldom visited, such as the expansive 
Kolyuchinskaya Bay. On the flat 
sandbanks, emperor geese can often 
be spotted, while whales and seals 
roam the seas. Keep a lookout here 
too, for rare yellow-billed loons, snow 
geese and eider ducks. In the lagoon 
lies Kolyuchin Island, its steep cliffs a 
nesting site for guillemots, cormorants 
and puffins. With luck you may even 
get your first sighting of polar bears. 
Continue your breathtaking wildlife 
observations at Cape Vankarem, when 
– accompanied by skuas and Arctic 
terns – there will be the opportunity 
to hike with the experts across the flat 
headlands, and perhaps come across 
a walrus or two.

Days 10 to 13 Wrangel Island & 
Chukchi Sea. After our time on the 
Chukchi Peninsula we set course for the 
deserted coast of Wrangel Island which, 
even in summer, is often surrounded 
by a thick belt of drift ice. Look forward 
to exciting hours on deck when the 
ship, with its ice-proofed hull, clears 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Vancouver. Fly by 
scheduled flight. On arrival transfer 
to the Fairmont Hotel or similar for a 
two night stay. Enjoy the remainder of 
the day at leisure to relax or explore 
Vancouver.

Day 2 Vancouver. A full day to explore 
the charming city of Vancouver. 
Perhaps visit the local sights of 
Chinatown, Gastown and Stanley Park 
or enjoy a full day at Vancouver Island. 

Day 3 Vancouver to Nome. After 
breakfast in the hotel transfer to the 
airport for your specially chartered 
flight to Nome. On arrival transfer to 
the MS Hanseatic and sail this evening.

Day 4 At sea. Enjoy a day at sea, 
maybe join one of the onboard lectures 
or simply relax using the onboard 
facilities of the ship. We lose a day as 
we cross the International date line.

Days 5 to 9 Chukchi Peninsula. Arrive 
this morning in the expansive, pristine 
Chukchi Peninsula in remote north-east 
Russia. The MS Hanseatic is one of the 
few ships that heads for not only the 
eastern but also the northern coast of 
the peninsula. During our time in the 
region we will enjoy unforgettable days 
filled with expedition experiences and 
pioneering spirit. Its wild coasts are 
home to whales, sea birds, walruses 
and seals, which you will see from 
close quarters during Zodiac rides and 
landings. Just as spectacular as the 
close-up wildlife observations are the 
insights into the culture of the Chukchi 
people who, for many generations, 
have cultivated their nomadic traditions 
and live off hunting and trapping as 
well as reindeer breeding. 

The small museum in Provideniya 
holds interesting exhibits on the 
culture and nature of the peninsula, 
perfectly setting the mood for the Adelie penguins

Walrus, Chukchi Sea

Zodiac
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a channel that leads you directly into 
a pioneering adventure. Polar bears 
hunting for seals can often be seen on 
the belt of drift ice. The MS Hanseatic 
will stay here for four intensive days as 
you explore the most beautiful aspects 
of Wrangel Island. On numerous 
Zodiac rides and landings you will get 
to know this isle of rugged beauty 
so often shrouded in fog – a mystic, 
unforgettable atmosphere. Wrangel 
Island is the only Arctic island that is 
not covered by glaciers, although there 
are impressive mountain ranges that 
rise to heights of up to 1,100 metres 
in its interior. Fossil findings confirm 
that this was one of the last refuges for 
the mammoth. When you tread this 
new ground, you cannot help but be 
amazed at the lushly flowering tundra 
whose lichens, mosses and ferns weave 
a kaleidoscopic tapestry such as you 
would never anticipate in the Arctic. 
The island has been a UNESCO World 
Naturals Site since 2004. The wildlife 
here, too, will cast its spell. Steep rocks 
form the nesting site for numerous 
species of birds, while far-ranging 
hikes through the tundra offer you the 
opportunity to feast your eyes on the 
fantastic massifs and scan the vast, still 
landscape for musk oxen, reindeer and 
polar bears.

Day 14 At sea. Enjoy a day at sea, relax 
on deck, attend a lecture and reminisce 
with fellow passengers about the many 
exciting experiences which have taken 
place over the last two weeks. 

Days 15 & 16 Chukchi Peninsula & 
Nome. Today we return to Chukchi 
Peninsula at the north-easterly 
extremity of the Eurasian land mass. 
In good weather, you can even see as 
far as Alaska from Cape Deschnyow. 
Travel between the Old and New 
worlds as the MS Hanseatic takes you 
past the Diomede Islands, a good spot 
for sighting walruses: Big Diomede 
belongs to Russia, Little Diomede to 
the USA – and the International Date 
Line runs exactly between the two. 
Finally, on Yittigran Island you will 
encounter an impressive avenue of 
whale jaw bones. A masterpiece of 
Arctic art – and the last highlight on 
an unforgettable expedition teeming 
with highlights. After crossing the 
International Date Line and gaining a 
day we arrive back in Nome.

Day 17 Nome to Vancouver. 
Disembark this morning and join 
the charter flight to Vancouver. On 
arrival transfer to the Fairmount 
Hotel or similar for an overnight stay. 
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights between London and Vancouver, charter 
flights between Vancouver and Nome, three nights hotel accommodation in Vancouver 
on a bed and breakfast basis, 15 nights aboard the MS Hanseatic on a full board basis, 
mini-bar with soft drinks in your cabin restocked each day, shore excursions, expedition 
team including onboard lectures, use of expedition parka and rubber boots, transfers, 
landing fees, gratuities to crew, port taxes, airport taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas. 
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin DescriptionCat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

2  Twin cabin on Amundsen Deck  

3  Twin cabin on Explorer Deck  

4  Twin cabin on Marco Polo Deck  

5  Twin cabin on Explorer Deck  

6  Twin cabin on Bridge Deck  

7  Suite on Bridge Deck  

2  Twin cabin on Amundsen Deck for sole use   

4  Twin cabin on Marco Polo Deck for sole use   

£8995
£9995

£10495
£10995
£11995
£15495
£11495
£13495

The remainder of the day is free for 
independent exploration.

Day 18 Vancouver to London. After 
breakfast in your hotel transfer to the 
airport for your scheduled flight to 
London.

Day 19 London Heathrow.  
Arrive today.

With the 
Hanseatic, we 
are able
to avoid the 
regular, crowded 
tourist stops as 
we search for 
places of
natural beauty 
and cultural 
history.Polar bear, Wrangel Island

Tufted Puffin

Musk Ox, Wrangel Island

Chukotski people
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Islands of the Atlantic 
A voyage from Madeira to Senegal including the Cape Verde Islands aboard MS Hanseatic   
10th to 26th October 2014

As winter approaches, join us aboard the MS Hanseatic, the only five star expedition 
cruise ship in the world and escape to the warmth and beauty of the Cape Verde 

archipelago. Like the Azores, but even more remote, the Cape Verde Islands are an 
intriguing and amazingly varied group of islands lying off the coast of Senegal. Through 
the ages, the islands have been used by mariners as a staging post and there is no better 
way to explore the archipelago than by small ship, especially one as well suited and 
luxurious as the MS Hanseatic. Using the vessel as our base, we can island hop with 
great ease and discover the dramatic beauty and cultural vibrancy of the islands. 

You can choose to explore independently or join some of the optional excursions which 
will introduce you to the culture, wildlife and lifestyle on the islands, some are arid and 
flat with extraordinary beaches and sand dunes contrasting with the more mountainous 
and lush islands. Each island is a little world of its own with its own distinct culture and 
atmosphere. On some islands the infrastructure is minimal but with our nimble Zodiacs 
we are able to land on the remotest of islands and explore on foot.

We embark the MS Hanseatic in Madeira after an overnight stay at the wonderful Reid’s Palace Hotel, a 
perfect beginning to our voyage. From here we visit the island of La Palma in the Canary Islands before 
crossing to the Cape Verde archipelago. During the course of our voyage we will have visited 11 islands, 
all unique in their own way and the perfect retreat for some winter sun and discovery.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Funchal. Fly by 
scheduled  flight via Lisbon. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the Reid’s 
Palace hotel for an overnight stay. 
The remainder of the day is free for 
independent exploration or to relax at 
this wonderful hotel.

Day 2 Madeira. Enjoy a free morning 
to explore independently. This 
afternoon transfer to the  
MS Hanseatic moored in Funchal. Sail 
over dinner.

Day 3 La Palma, Canary Islands. With 
a panoramic setting reminiscent of a 
giant amphitheatre, you are greeted 
by the huge volcanic crater that 
borders the Canary Island harbour 
town of Santa Cruz on La Palma. 
Choose to either join the optional trip 
to Caldera de Taburiente National 
Park, the journey to the interior 
will take you along breathtaking 
escarpments to the lookout point of 
La Cumbrecita. Alternatively explore 
La Palma independently.

Days 4-5 At sea. Enjoy two days 
relaxing at sea. Spend some time on 
deck watching for passing wildlife, 
attend a lecture or two by the onboard 
expedition team or simply relax and 
enjoy the superb surroundings of the 
MS Hanseatic. 

Days 6 to 10 Ilhas de Barlavento, 
Cape Verde. Our first five days of 
our exploration of the Cape Verde 
archipelago focus on the Barlavento 
Islands, the northern group of islands 
(Barlavento meaning Windward). On 
the archipelago’s most sun-drenched 
island, Sal, there is a paradise to Adelie penguins

Botanical Gardens, Funchal

  
Santo Antao

Sao Vincente

Brava Fogo
Sao Tiago

Sao Nicolau

CAPE VERDE
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explore, extending from the charms 
of the arid landscape to the magic of 
an underwater world. The island of 
Sal was relatively undeveloped until 
the mid nineteenth century when 
salt export business was developed. 
Setting out from Palmeira, the 
optional Jeep Safari will take you 
to the spectacular rocky cliffs of 
Buraconda. Alternatively marvel at 
corals and turtles during an optional 
catamaran trip. We continue to 
Sao Nicolau, a charming, peaceful 
and attractive island of plantations, 
small holdings and busy farming 
villages. It also has impressive, almost 
untouched mountain scenery, friendly 
residents and lively traditions. The 
small fishing village of Tarrafal on Sao 
Nicolau with its black sandy beach 
is the picturesque departure point 
for the optional hike to Cachaco, 
offering breathtaking views of the 
Monte Gordo. Visit Preguica, a 
charming tiny village the world has all 
but forgotten. By contrast, Mindelo 
on Sao Vicente pulsates with life 
and here on an optional walking 
tour, you can immerse yourself in 
the melting pot of cultures between 
the harbour, African market and 
the old town. Alternatively join the 
optional tour to Baia das Gatas which 
offers you unspoilt nature: enjoy a 
fantastic view of the town and the 
bizarre lava formations in the “Bay 
of Cats”. On Santo Antao, regarded 
by many as the most beautiful of 
the islands, the optional tour will 
take in the lush natural surroundings 
and bizarre valleys. Peace also 
abounds in Sal Rei on Boa Vista 

with its enchanting, colourful house 
facades built in colonial style. Here 
the optional excursion tours the 
northern part of the island en route 
for Espingueira where the electricity 
in this pioneering fishing village is 
generated entirely from the energy of 
the sun and wind. 

Days 11 to 14 Ilhas de Sotavento, 
Cape Verde. We continue on to the 
Sotavento ‘Leeward’ islands. Arriving 
in Brava, we will be welcomed by 
the most flower-covered island in 
Cape Verde. Furna, its harbour, was 
constructed in a flooded volcanic 
crater, protected by high walls of rock. 
Spectacular vistas over landscapes 
and the sea are guaranteed during 
the optional island tour or hike in the 
Faja de Agua, constantly revealing 
fantastic views of the Atlantic 
Ocean. We continue to Fogo, an 
extraordinary place, known as the 
‘Mother Island’ it has its own unique 
character and people. It is a volcano 
that rises steeply out of the Atlantic 
and has become an island, the summit
reaching some 3000 metres. On Fogo 
the optional island tour includes a 
hike in the Caldera which will take you 
up as high as 1,600 metres and to a 
stimulating wine tasting. Succumb to 
the charms of the picturesque capital 
during an optional city walk and tour 
through Sao Filipe with its pretty 
colonial houses. At the easternmost 
point of the archipelago, lies the 
sleepy and remote island of Maio. 
Relax on the island’s kilometre-long 
beach or enjoy a swim before we head 
for Santiago, the largest of the Cape 
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Price Includes: Economy scheduled flights, overnight hotel accommodation in Madeira on a 
bed and breakfast basis, day use of hotel room in Dakar on day 16, 14 nights aboard the  
MS Hanseatic on a full board basis, mini-bar with soft drinks in your cabin restocked each 
day, expedition team including onboard lectures, transfers, landing fees, gratuities to crew, 
port taxes, airport taxes.  
Not Included: Travel Insurance, shore excursions, visa.  
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change.

Cabin DescriptionCat Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

2  Twin cabin on Amundsen Deck  

3  Twin cabin on Explorer Deck  

4  Twin cabin on Marco Polo Deck  

5  Twin cabin on Explorer Deck  

6  Twin cabin on Bridge Deck  

7  Suite on Bridge Deck  

2  Twin cabin on Amundsen Deck for sole use   

4  Twin cabin on Marco Polo Deck for sole use   
 

£6195
£6995
£7295
£7495
£7995

£10995
£7995
£9795

Verde islands, where a programme 
of cultural contrasts awaits. In Praia, 
which is a busy town with a very 
African feel, you can view monuments 
from the glorious seafaring times and 
the city districts with their urban flair. 
Here you can choose to either join 
the optional excursion to visit Ribeira 
Grande or Cidade Velha, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site and the old 
Portuguese capital with a rich history. 
We leave the archipelago on day 14 
of our itinerary and make our way to 
Dakar where our expedition comes to 
an end. 

Day 15 At sea. A final day to relax at 
sea and reminisce with fellow travellers 
about all you have experienced, 
attend a lecture and enjoy the 

Madeira coastline

Cape Verde beach

Santa Cruz, La Palma Mindelo

onboard dining and facilities of the  
MS Hanseatic as we sail to Senegal.

Day 16 Dakar, Senegal to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to a hotel where day rooms have been 
reserved. Have time to enjoy the hotel 
facilities before we transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled indirect flight 
to London

Day 17 London. Arrive this morning.

Soft expedition: This cruise is not 
classified as an expedition cruise, 
however Zodiac landing crafts will be 
used on some days to explore coastlines 
and to land on some of the islands 
which have minimal infrastructure.
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Your Cabin/Suite 
The icebreaker features 64 cabins and suites. All the cabins and suites afford 
outside views (opening windows), private facilities with bathtub or shower.  
Most of the suites have two rooms. Minimum cabin area is 14 sq.metres (151 
sq.ft.); maximum is 33 sq.metres (355 sq.ft.). Cabins are spread over four decks 
and all have an exterior view with windows that open and en-suite facilities. 
All cabins have a TV & DVD player (see cabin descriptions featured on the 
opposite page).

Your Space 
Public areas include the dining room where seating is unreserved, the aft 
Saloon for lectures, presentations and socialising, the bar and lounge with 
front view to the bow of the ship, library and lounge, gym, two saunas and a 
swimming pool with heated sea water. There is also a clinic with a licensed 
doctor. A lift serves all decks and the Navigation Bridge is open for visiting. 
One of the highlights of the North Pole voyage aboard the “50 Years of 
Victory” is a tour to the engine room where travellers can learn all about 
the unique icebreaking capabilities of the “Victory” and how pack ice is 
negotiated.

“50 Years of Victory”
Accommodating a maximum of 128 guests and carrying the highest ice class possible (LL1), the “50 Years 
of Victory” is one of the only ships that can undertake a voyage to the North Pole. With 75,000 horsepower 
generated by two nuclear reactors, the vessel can crush ice up to three metres thick and is the world’s 
largest and most sophisticated nuclear-powered icebreaker. The “50 Years of Victory” is the property of the 
Russian Federation and has received maritime registration under the name 50 LET POBEDY. 

The “50 Years of Victory” was built in 2007 and is the largest and 
most modern nuclear-powered icebreaker in the world. She is a new 
generation ship, an upgrade of the Arktika-class. 

Among the features are:
•  A spoon-shaped bow designed for greater icebreaking ability.
• An automated, digitalized control system.
•  The most up-to-date nuclear safeguards and protection systems.

“50 Years of Victory” is not a tourist ship. The main task of the 
icebreaker is to pilot scientific and cargo ships to hard-to-reach 
areas of the Arctic and along the Northeast Passage. It is only in 
summer when adventurers get a unique chance to travel aboard a 
real working icebreaker.

Despite the fact that the vessel is a working icebreaker, it is 
perfectly suitable for life onboard. The cabins and suites for 128 
passengers are comfortable and spacious. Public spaces create 
friendly, casual atmosphere for socialising and get-togethers.

Vessel Technical details
Length: 160m (525 feet)
Breadth: 30m (98 feet) 
Draft: 11m (36 feet)
Power plant: 2 nuclear reactors,  
two steam turbines rotating six 
generators
Total capacity: 75,000 hp
Cruising speed: 21 knots
Maximum fuel storage: 4 years
Crew: 140
Passengers: 128
Registry: Russia
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JUNIOR SUITE 

GRAND SUITE

STANDARD TWIN

MINI SUITE 

    

    

    

BRIDGE DECK 1

BOW DECK

BRIDGE DECK 2

BRIDGE DECK 3

BRIDGE DECK 4

Please note:
 Arktika Suites 46 and 48 have 
obstructed views from their windows

VICTORY SUITE 

ARKTIKA SUITE

Your Dining
The dining room is spacious, has free seating and meals are 
served to your table with a variety of international cuisine 
prepared by qualified chefs.
All cruises include full board in the single sitting restaurant. 
Breakfast is provided buffet style; lunch and dinner are a mix 
of buffet with choice of soup and entrées and served dishes 
with choice of meat, fish or vegetarian. Afternoon tea is also 
provided daily with a choice of cakes. Coffee, tea and cocoa 
are available at coffee station 24/7.
Among the specials are polar barbecues on open deck and 
on ice.

Life Onboard 
With a crew of 140 and accommodating a maximum of 
128 guests, this comfortable vessel has a friendly, casual 
atmosphere with the focus on the expeditionary nature of the 
voyage. An expedition cruise to the North Pole is an eventful 
one, and not only because every expedition day offers intense 
exploration of the Arctic. In the 24-hour-daylight at the peak 
of Arctic mid-summer, you will try to stay awake as long as 
possible seeking to spot another polar bear, or observing 
75,000 horsepower icebreaker crushing multi-year ice layers 
three metres thick or socialising with new friends in the ship’s 
bar or lounge. 
Your “typical” expedition cruise day begins with a friendly 
wake-up call and breakfast. You will already know the plans 
for the day ahead as each evening there is a briefing. There 
might be a lecture or a talk by one of the onboard experts in 
the morning, or you might have a chance to relax and enjoy 
the stunning surrounding views. Then there comes the call to 
get ready for the first Zodiac or helicopter landing, and the 
day begins.
Evenings are for relaxing; a calm time to curl up with a good 
book, chats with friends at the bar, watch a movie or relax 
in a sauna with heated sea water. But, if you haven’t had 
your fill from the day’s activities, there are some scheduled 
alternatives. There may be a lecture in the auditorium, or, of 
course, you can always spend a few more hours on the deck  
or Bridge looking at the wild Arctic landscapes as the ship  
sails by.
An important part of our voyage is devoted to the lectures 
delivered by noted naturalists, scientists and experienced 
Polar explorers. Documentaries, feature films and slide shows 
are presented. 

For your Comfort, Safety & Security
Day to day activities are planned carefully to make the most 
of weather conditions and wildlife sightings. The aim is for 
you to experience as much of the Arctic as possible and 
of course as safely as possible. Landings are carried out 
by helicopter and the Zodiacs are used to cruise the coast 
of Franz Josef Land to get close to wildlife. The qualified 
Expedition Staff, the experienced Captain and the Crew will 
do everything to make your voyage safe and unforgettable. 
There is also a clinic onboard with a licensed doctor. The 
icebreaker is equipped with the most up–to–date satellite 
navigation system and communication equipment. (Inmarsat 
and Irridium).

“50 Years of V
ictory”

  Standard Twin (44 cabins):  
1 lower berth, 1 sofa bed, private 
facilities with a shower, TV set & 
DVD player, opening windows.

  Mini Suite (6 cabins):  
Sitting area with sofa bed, 
sleeping bed separated from the 
sitting area, private facilities with 
a shower, TV set & DVD player, 
refrigerator, opening windows.

  Junior Suite (4 cabins): 
Bedroom and sitting area, 
sofa bed in sitting room, 
private facilities with a shower, 
refrigerator, TV set & DVD player, 
opening windows.

  Grand Suite (2 cabins): 
Bedroom and sitting area, 
sofa bed in sitting room, 
private facilities with a bathtub, 
refrigerator, TV set & DVD player, 
opening windows.

  Victory Suite (1 cabin): 
Large bedroom and sitting 
room, sofa bed in sitting room, 
private facilities with a bathtub, 
refrigerator, TV set & DVD player, 
opening windows.

  Arktika Suite (5 cabins):  
Very spacious bedroom and 
sitting room, sofa bed in sitting 
room, private facilities with 
bathtub, refrigerator, TV set 
& DVD player, coffee maker, 
opening windows.
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Voyage to the North Pole

To reach the North Pole is the pinnacle of Arctic expedition 
endeavours. Few people can say they have stood at the one earthly 

spot where every direction is south. Join us aboard the most powerful 
icebreaker ship ever built on an amazing voyage to 90°N. We are working 
with Poseidon Expeditions for this true expedition aboard the ‘50 Years of 
Victory’, a nuclear-powered vessel with special capabilities, allowing us 
to explore where very few will ever go in their lifetime.

Crushing through the ice, the journey can take as long as a week, which 
only helps to heighten the level of excitement. The sound of mammouth 
slabs of ice colliding with the hull is unforgettable. Zodiac excursions 
will take you up-close to wildlife and the onboard helicopter will allow 
some spectacular aerial-sightseeing. On reaching the North Pole, we 
will celebrate with champagne and a barbecue on the ice.

On our return journey south, we will visit Franz Josef Land, an 
archipelago of 191 islands, unpopulated except for one small Russian 
military base. Here the foreboding landscapes of the islands are dotted 
with relics from famous explorers of the past. Home to walrus, polar 
bear, seal, Arctic Fox, Beluga Whale and numerous species of Arctic 
birds, this is an archipelago visited by few people.

Our View 
“This is an opportunity to visit a 
part of the world usually only open 
to explorers and researchers . The 
North Pole is of course a difficult 
place to access and we require the 
use of the most powerful icebreaker 
in the world to reach our goal. The 
world we visit is one of stillness with 
just wildlife, birds or possibly polar 

An expedition of a lifetime aboard the icebreaker, ‘50 Years of Victory’
14th to 27th July 2014 & 16th to 29th July 2015

Polar Bear on ice Exploring ashore 

At the Pole!
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bears for company as we power our 
way north and we will be travelling in 
the land of the midnight sun so will 
experience 24-hour daylight. Once 
we arrive at the North Pole we can 
have a sense of pride that we are one 
of the few people ever to make it 
to this spot, and if you wish you can 
even celebrate with a swim! ”  
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seabird rookeries. Onboard helicopters 
again provide aerial sightseeing and 
Zodiacs transfer you to seldom visited 
landing sites. This part of the Arctic 
Ocean is so remote that Franz Josef 
Land was discovered after Antarctica. 
Walrus and polar bear are numerous 
on these islands, which you will explore 
on Zodiac excursions and helicopter 
sightseeing rides. We also hope to land 
at the location of Champ Island with 
its mysterious round boulders found 
nowhere else on Earth. 

Days 11 & 12 Barents Sea. Enjoy a few 
moments on deck, use the facilities 
onboard or reminisce with your 
shipmates and new friends as you cross 
back to Murmansk.

Day 13 Murmansk to Helsinki. 
Returning to Russia’s most northerly city, 
it will be time to bid farewell to your 
ship, ‘50 Years of Victory’. You will be  
transferred to the airport for your charter 
flight to Helsinki, Finland to enjoy one 
final night.

Day 14 Helsinki to London. After 
breakfast in the hotel transfer to the 
airport for your scheduled flight to 
London.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Helsinki. Fly by 
scheduled flight. On arrival transfer to 
your central hotel for an overnight stay.  
The remainder of the day is free.

Day 2 Helsinki to Murmansk. After 
breakfast in the hotel transfer to the 
airport for your specially chartered flight 
to Murmansk. On arrival we transfer to 
our ship and embark on our voyage 
to the North Pole. Have time to get 
acquainted with “50 Years of Victory”, 
the world’s largest and most powerful 
icebreaker.

Days 3-6 Northbound in the Arctic 
Ocean. We have four days heading 
north through the mighty ice fields of 
the Arctic Ocean. Watching the Victory 
crush through the Arctic ice pack is a 
sight you will never forget, made even 
more memorable by taking a helicopter 
flight for a thrilling aerial view of the 
Victory and expansive Arctic Ocean. We 
also hope to stretch our legs with a walk 
on the pack ice.

Day 7 North Pole. All the anticipation 
of the prior days reaches a climax as 
the ship manouevres to 90 degrees 
north and we reach the North Pole.  We 
will disembark and enjoy a once in a 
lifetime experince of standing at the top 
of the world. Later, everyone enjoys a 
champagne toast and a BBQ on the ice 
whilst the more daring can plunge into 
the Arctic Ocean.

Day 8 Arctic Ocean. We now start our 
journey back south, as we head to our 
next landfall we may get lucky and spot 
polar bears hunting for seals.

Days 9 & 10 Franz Josef Land. This 
group of 191 islands forms the most 
northerly archipelago in Eurasia, and 
lies entirely within the Arctic Circle. 
Here you will explore Cape Flora, and 
discover historic remains from three 
ill-fated Arctic expeditions. When 
conditions permit, Zodiac trips beneath 
towering cliffs will explore remote 

‘50 Years of V
ictory’ – Voyage to the N

orth Pole

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel,  two nights hotel accommodation 
in Helsinki on a bed and breakfast basis, 11 nights aboard the ‘50 Years of Victory’ on 
a full board basis, expedition team, shore landings, Zodiac excursions, transfers, port 
taxes, airport taxes, photo journal, loan of waterproof boots onboard, Expedition parka, 
Helicopter sightseeing flight mentioned in programme (subject to weather).  
Not Included: Travel insurance, gratuities, Russian Visa.   
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change based on weather conditions. Helicopter

At the Pole!

Franz Josef Land

Exploring by Zodiac

Walrus

Cabin Description 2014 Prices

Prices Per Person 
Based on double occupancy

Standard Twin 

Mini Suite 

Junior Suite 

Grand Suite 

Victory Suite 

Arktika Suite 

Standard Twin for sole use 

£14995
£16995
£20495
£20995
£21495
£21995
£23995

2015 Prices
£16995
£19995
£22995
£23995
£24495
£24995
£27495
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We do hope you have enjoyed looking through our brochure which 
represents many of the small ship cruises we offer. However, we are 
continuously adding new cruises and tours to our portfolio and you 

can find the most up to date information on our website:  
www.noble-caledonia.co.uk 
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2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000  |  info@noble-caledonia.co.uk  

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Please note that itineraries departing from November 2014 onwards are subject to flight schedules which are still yet to be released at the time of going to print (January 2014).
 Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request.

Exploring the World  
by Small Ship 
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