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MUSIC & GARDENS
IN THE   

CITY OF SEVEN HILLS



Castel Sant’ Angelo, Rome

It is difficult to think of a city with a richer or 
fuller history than Rome and although you may 

have visited the Eternal City and explored its 
wealth of ancient archaeological sites, the focus 
of this new, escorted tour are the villas and 
gardens in the surrounding hills. In the hilltop 
town of Tivoli which was a summer retreat for 
ancient Romans and Renaissance rich we visit 
Villa Adriana, the country estate of Emperor 
Hadrian and the lavish Villa d’Este, a Renaissance 
villa with spectacular gardens. We also visit the 
charming Castello Ruspoli where Princess 
Claudia Ruspoli hopes to be available to present 
her property and enjoy with us a performance by 
London Festival Opera. Whilst in Rome we will 
follow in the footsteps of Puccini’s Tosca by 
visiting three of the sites where Tosca is set.

Our tour combines wonderful music from 
London Festival Opera, beautiful gardens, 
enchanting villas, magnificent views and 
delicious Italian food with time in one of the 
most thrilling cities in the world. For our base 
we have chosen the Grand Hotel Villa Tuscolana 
which has an enviable location with  
unforgettable views.

London Festival Opera
We have long been associated with London Festival 
Opera and each year our music themed cruises grow 
in popularity. London Festival Opera have achieved a 
considerable reputation for presenting opera in 
palaces, castles, country houses, theatres, concert 
halls, embassies and private homes and gardens. 
During our escorted tour, artists from London Festival 
Opera will entertain us with three programmes of 
celebrated Italian repertoire, including highlights 
from Puccini’s Tosca which is set in Rome in 1800. Our 
excursions to the ancient city will offer the 
opportunity to visit the locations of Tosca including 
the Castel Sant’Angelo, the Palazzo Farnese and 
London Festival Opera will perform for you in the 
Church of Sant’Andrea della Valle, the setting for  
Act 1 of Puccini’s opera. The final Opera Gala in the 
Salon of the Grand Hotel Villa Tuscolana will be 
performed in period costume.
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Rome, Italy. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival transfer to 
the Grand Hotel Villa Tuscolana in Frascati for a seven night stay.

Day 2 Palazzo Farnese, Caprarola & Villa Lante Della Rovere, Bagnaia. We 
depart after breakfast and drive north west to Caprarola where we will visit the 
Palazzo Farnese which started out as a fortified castle designed for Cardinal 
Alessandro Farnese (the future Pope Paul III). However, work on the castle 
stopped soon after the foundations were built between 1515 and 1530. A 
grandson of Pope Paul III, also known as Alessandro Farnese, decided to turn 
the fortified foundations into a villa for his family. The villa is one of the finest 
examples of late Renaissance architecture. The gardens of the villa are as 
impressive as the building itself, a significant example of the Italian 
Renaissance garden period. The villa’s fortress theme is carried through by a 
surrounding moat and three drawbridges. After lunch in a Medieval cellar 
close to Palazzo Farnese we will continue to Bagnaia to visit the beautiful 
gardens of Villa Lante Della Rovere. One of Italy’s greatest gardens, Villa Lante 
is named after the Lante della Rovere family, who owned the estate for three 
centuries until 1933. In the eyes of many, Villa Lante is the consummate 
example of the best period in the history of garden design: the Mannerist 
phase of the Italian Renaissance. Every aspect of the garden is perfectly 
proportioned and richly detailed: a square terrace subdivided into smaller 
squares, a water parterre and a wonderful fountain in a central position. 
Design ideas are drawn from earlier projects. The geometry was inspired by 
the Belvedere at the Vatican, the use of water by the Villa d’Este, the circular 
island echoes Hadrian’s ‘marine theatre’ at Tivoli and the isolette at the Boboli.

Day 3 Giardini della Landriana, Ardea & Cathedral Sant’ Andrea della Valle, 
Rome. After breakfast we head for the city of Ardea to visit the magnificent 
Gardens of Landriana which are considered one of the most impressive 
gardens in Italy. Created in 1956, the 10 hectares of garden space were 
created by an English landscape designer named Russell Page and ordered 
by the owner of the site, the Marchesa Lavinia Taverna Gallarati Scotti who 
acquired the land when it was still completely barren. Page divided the 
garden into 32 different “rooms” with specific characteristics, such as the 
valley of ancient roses, the orange garden and the blue lawn. After lunch at 
Villa Landriana we depart for central Rome for the Cathedral Sant’ Andrea 
della Valle. It is not at all difficult to understand why Giacomo Puccini set 
the first act of his opera ‘Tosca’ in the Barberini Chapel at Sant’Andrea della 
Valle. The great white marble hall, glittering with gold and awash with bold 
paintings, seems to call for some kind of orchestral accompaniment. As 
well as the Berberini Chapel there are numerous side chapels to see while 

exploring the church’s amazing interior. Among them is the Strozzi family 
chapel, which is widely believed to have been designed by Michelangelo 
and features a bronze copy of his famed Pieta. Fittingly we will enjoy our first 
performance by London Festival Opera, a Sacred Concert at this stunning 
Baroque cathedral. We return to our hotel late this afternoon.

Day 4 Rome. We continue our Tosca theme this morning by visiting the 
Castel Sant’ Angelo. This fortress was built as a mausoleum for the Emperor 
Hadrian (AD130-139), but it has also been a prison and a papal residence. 
It was used by former Popes who absconded there for protection in times 
of danger. As a prison, it was also the setting for the third act of Tosca; the 
eponymous heroine leaps to her death from the Castel’s ramparts. We will 
also take a panoramic tour of Palazzo Farnese, one of the most important 
Renaissance palaces in Rome. Owned by the Republic of Italy, it was given 
to the French Government in 1936 for a period of 99 years, and currently 
serves as the French embassy in Italy. In Tosca, the heroine’s confrontation 
with the malevolent Chief of Police, Scarpia, takes place in Palazzo Farnese.  
After lunch we continue our guided tour of Rome visiting the Spanish Steps, 
Coliseum, Roman Forum and Trevi Fountain.

Day 5 Castello Ruspoli, Vignanello. Today our day is spent at Castello 
Ruspoli which is owned by Princess Claudia Giada Ruspoli who resides on 
the premises six months of the year. Originally part of the papal estates, 
the castle was built in 847 AD by Benedictine monks. In the course of its 
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Garden at Palazzo Farnese, Caprarola

long history the fortress has been occupied by a series of noble families 
who added important modifications. The first feudal owner was Beatrice 
Farnese in 1531 who was followed by the Marescotti family. Today, 
the castle is as it was planned by Ottavia Orsini in 1610. The garden, 
which still retains its original form, must be considered one of the most 
beautiful parterres in Italy. Handel was hosted and composed during his 
Italian years at the castle. We will have a guided tour of the castle and 
gardens followed by lunch and our second performance with London 
Festival Opera in one of the magnificent rooms. We return to our hotel 
late this afternoon.

Day 6 Villa Aldobrandini, Frascati. After breakfast we take a short drive 
to the Villa Aldobrandini which is still property of the Aldobrandini family 
and situated in a charming location overlooking the valley towards the 
city of Rome. It is the only grand Papal garden not owned by the state. 
On the grounds is a monumental gate by Carlo Francesco Bizzaccheri 
(early 18th century). The villa has an imposing 17th century facade and 
some other interesting features such as the double gallery order on 
the rear facade, the spiral-shaped flights, the large exedra of the Water 
Theatre and a magnificent park. After lunch at the villa we will return to 
the hotel for an afternoon at leisure.

Day 7 Villa Adriana & Villa d’ Este, Tivoli. Today we visit two magnificent 
villas in Tivoli. The Villa Adriana is an exceptional complex of classical 
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Prices per person
based on double occupancy

 CATEGORY

Classic Twin/Double Room £2545
Junior Suite £2975
Classic Single Room £2795
Classic Double Room for sole use £2945

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, seven nights hotel 
accommodation including continental breakfast and six dinners, five lunches 
(days 2 to 6), Farewell Dinner at Antica Cantina Comandini, excursions with 
guide, three music performances by London Festival Opera, tour manager, 
transfers, airport taxes, gratuities.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

buildings created in the 2nd century A.D. by the Roman Emperor 
Hadrian. It combines the best elements of the architectural heritage 
of Egypt, Greece and Rome in the form of an ‘ideal city’. The Emperor 
Hadrian built this country villa for himself and his court and it bears 
unique testimony to the grandeur and architectural and decorative 
characteristics of the period. Today it exists as an immense park, 
extending over 80 hectares and dotted with several Roman ruins as 
well as spas and houses from the 1700s. The grounds also contain the 
‘Teatro Marittimo’, an artificial island which was a private residence of the 
Emperor. We continue to Villa d’Este, masterpiece of the Italian Garden. 
With its impressive concentration of fountains, nymphs, grottoes, plays 
of water and music, it constitutes a much-copied model for European 
gardens in the mannerist and Baroque styles. The imposing constructions 
and the series of terraces above terraces bring to mind the hanging 
gardens of Babylon, one of the Wonders of the Ancient World. The 
addition of water — including an aqueduct tunnelling beneath the city 
evokes the engineering skill of the Romans themselves. We return to the 
hotel for a performance by London Festival Opera. Our final performance 
will be followed by a Farewell Dinner at Antica Cantina Comandini which 
has been operating in Frascati since 1863 and has recently been restored 
to its original splendour, typical of a Roman wine cellar.

Day 8 Rome to London. Transfer to the airport for the return scheduled 
flight to London.
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GRAND HOTEL
VILLA TUSCOLANA, FRASCATI
The four-star charming Grand Hotel Villa Tuscolana in Frascati is housed 

in an amazing 16th century villa nestled on the slopes at the gates of 
Rome with a stunning panoramic view of the Eternal City. The villa, built 
by the family Rufini in ‘600, stands on the ruins of the ancient home of 
Marcus Tullius Cicero and is currently one of the most remarkable examples 
of monumental and historic stately mansions. The following century it was 
enlarged by the great architect Luigi Vanvitelli, famous for the design of the 
Reggia di Caserta. Despite the grand exterior of this 16th century villa, the 
atmosphere is friendly and relaxed and offers the ideal spot to totally unwind.

Your Accommodation
All 96 rooms at the hotel are furnished comfortably and offer private facilities with a modern bathroom 
(bath or shower), complimentary Wi-Fi, minibar, television and air conditioning. Please note the 
single rooms are compact offering a French bed. The hotel also offers four Junior Suites with ornate 
furnishings and a sitting area.

Your Space
The restaurant of the hotel, “La Rufinella” has many different rooms where you can taste specialties 
with an eye on the gastronomic traditions of the territory. The hotel also offers a bar adjacent to the 
restaurant area and a small outdoor pool with loungers. Guests can relax in the Lympha Spa, a  
wellness centre complete with Turkish baths, saunas and an indoor pool, built into natural caves 
(additional cost).

Vanvitelli Lounge

Twin/Double Room

Junior Suite

Fresco

La Rufinella Restaurant Hotel exterior
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