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Your Suite 
Onboard there are 57 exceptionally spacious and well designed suites. 
All feature a sitting room area and some have private balconies.  

The feeling of luxury is enhanced by the wood panelling and brass, 
which predominates throughout the vessel conveying the atmosphere 
of a private yacht. The passenger accommodation is arranged over 
five decks and all suites have outside views. Each affords considerable 
comfort with en-suite bathroom featuring marble-topped vanity unit 
with sink and walk-in shower, large wardrobes, dressing table with 
large mirror and stool and excellent storage. There is a mini-fridge, 
flat screen television with inbuilt DVD/CD player and a telephone in 
each suite. Bottled water, Molton Brown toiletries, towelling dressing 
gowns and slippers are also provided for your comfort. Other facilities 
include a programmable electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted toiletries 
and air-conditioning and heating.
 
Your Space 
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a large 
lounge where daily briefings and talks will be provided throughout 
the voyage and an elegant bar where a pianist plays periodically 
throughout the day. The onboard library is the perfect place to relax 
with a book. Daily newspapers and magazines are placed in the library 
depending on local availability. Outside there is a rear sun deck, a 
bar and comfortable deck furniture for sun bathing or relaxing with a 
book. On the top deck there is a further observation and sun deck.

The much loved MS Island Sky is one of the finest small ships in the world. With a maximum passenger capacity 
of only 114, a vessel of her size is capable of carrying many more but instead the MS Island Sky has the benefit of 

unusually large suites, luxuriously appointed public areas and spacious outside decks.

MS Island Sky

Dining on deck

Premium suite Superior Suite
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M
S Island Sky

Your Dining
Another benefit of a small ship is the quality of the cuisine. With 
only one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, 
the galley is able to provide delicious meals. Where possible 
and when it meets his high standards, the chef will obtain local 
produce in markets. In the main elegant dining room, breakfast is 
served buffet-style, with certain items cooked to order and lunch 
and dinner is à la carte. When weather permits, breakfast and a 
buffet-style lunch are also served on deck. To enhance your dining 
experience even further a selection of wines are included with 
lunch and dinner. Afternoon tea is served in the lounge and tea and 
coffee are available 24 hours.

Life Onboard 
Onboard there is a high ratio of crew to passengers. Our friendly 
crew of 75 are mainly Filipino and Eastern European and our 
Scandinavian captains are experienced mariners, having been in 
service aboard large 2000 plus passenger vessels and who now 
prefer a less frantic life aboard a small ship. If, like them and us, you 
prefer a more peaceful life at sea, you will find the MS Island Sky 
the perfect ship. When choosing the vessel for your next voyage 
of discovery, you can select a ship with endless entertainment 
and impersonal service or come with us where peace, high quality 
service and attention to detail are the order of the day. 

There will be no organised entertainment, fancy dress, deck 
games or any of the usual big ship experiences. The atmosphere 
onboard is more akin to a private yacht or country hotel. A little 
music in the lounge or bar after dinner, informative port briefings 
and presentations from our expedition team and of course good 
food which may be enjoyed leisurely in the attractive dining room, 
all contribute to making any voyage aboard the MS Island Sky a 
memorable experience. After a day ashore you will return to the 
comfort and peace of a well run and exceedingly comfortable ship. 
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What to expect…
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Having operated vessels in the Indian Ocean since our early 
days, we know the region well, as do our expert expedition 

Team and if ever there was a region perfect for expedition 
cruising it is here, a timeless world of wonders both below and 
above the water and where better to escape the British winter 
too than these beautiful atolls and islands. Each season we are 
there our expedition team discovers something new. Although 
we set sail with a set itinerary it is the unscheduled events 
that often become the highlight of the journey and our ideally 
suited vessel, the MS Island Sky allows us access to places 
larger vessels are unable to venture and with our fleet of Zodiac 
landing craft, we are able to explore and land in otherwise 
inaccessible places. Flexibility is the key to an expedition 
cruise; often the whole day’s schedule will be changed to 
maximise your experience, something that would not be 
possible on a large cruise ship. Each day holds something new 
and below are some extracts from the ship’s log from last season 
which will provide you with an idea of what to expect.

Friday 4th January 2015 – 
Alphonse Island: The ship had 
anchored outside the reef, and in 
no time we had threaded the reef, 
passing marker buoys with lesser 
noddy terns and bridled terns 
sitting on them and swept ashore 
on a perfect coral sand beach.. 
We set off on three different walks, 
the fittest circumnavigating the 
entire island, the more relaxed 
exploring the settlement and shop 
and the medium walkers searching 
out natural history. Nor were we 
disappointed. Right behind the 
landing shelter was an enormous, 
aged Barringtonia tree, possibly 
150 years old. Its incredible bushy 
purple-tipped flowers lay on the 
floor, together with the large, 
square boat-like fruits which give 
it the name Bonnet Carré in Kreol: 
like the square Dutch bonnet. It 
is also called the Fish Poison tree, 
for the fruit if grated will stun fish. 
Setting over the short grass (past 
the generator shed and the jail!) we 
passed a huge old Fig tree, usually 
a sign of clean fresh water at depth. 
Then on to the edge of the grass 
landing stage, and north where 
dozens of shorebirds were feeding 
among the damp grass. There were 
turnstones, plovers and whimbrels, 
all refugees from the frozen 
tundra of the Russian steppes, 
feeding happily, like us, on their 
winter holidays in the tropics! The 

wrist bands and set off past a 
band of dancing ladies chanting 
a welcome to an insistent African 
drumbeat. Past the rickshaws, 
the tuc-tucs, the bars and the 
banks and up into the back streets 
where local stalls were selling a 
variety of practical goods. Then 
along a back street, under huge 
breadfruit trees, bananas, mangos, 
screwpines, Flamboyant trees 
(native to Madagascar), cinnamon 
bushes and a variety of other 
fruit trees and along a mangrove 
estuary and up towards the ancient 
church. In the mango trees here 
we saw a Madagascar Coucal, and 
Madagascar Starlings feeding up in 
the pawpaw trees. A brief foray into 
the undergrowth near the estuary 
turned up Madagascar Green 
and Souimanga Sunbirds, and an 
abandoned vanilla plantation. 
In the afternoon we went ashore 
to the southernmost island, Nosy 
Nato, dropped on a perfect sand 
beach with just a few simple 
wood and thatch chalets under 
coconut and Casuarina trees. Our 
first aim was to do a walk into the 
island which started on the beach 
crest looking at some of the key 
seashore trees: the Indian Almond, 
Terminalia which casts a deep, cool 
shade, but also has fallen fruits 
which, once dried, can be split for 
the small nourishing almond nut. 
Alongside it was the revered timber 
tree Takamaka, Calophyllum, 
which is used throughout the 
Indian Ocean for boatbuilding, 
furniture and housing. Along 
sandy paths we followed the island 
trails, looked at woven bamboo 
baskets attached to trees, paused 
at a mosquito-infested corner to 
look at Souimanga Sunbirds and 
Madagascar Bulbuls, and then 
out into some of the open pasture 
where the locals had planted 
cassava and pawpaw trees. We 
came to the far shore of the island 

with a huge pirogue under the 
trees, and narrow tidal channels 
canalised between the houses. In 
several places we encountered 
large land crabs, bright purple and 
orange with a huge right hand 
claw. Our final destination was 
a group of thatched huts under 
giant breadfruit trees. Some of 
the groups, with help of local 
guides, managed to encounter the 
beautiful Black and White Ruffed 
Lemur among tree branches. 
On our way back we heard the 
bubbling calls of Madagascar 
Coucal and had grand views of a 
Crested Drongo. To our delight 
the galley crew had set up an ice-
cream station back at the beach 
and our afternoon was complete 
with relaxed swimming in a calm 
sea, and a chance to re-familiarise 
ourselves with mask and snorkel. A 
calm sea, light breeze, palm trees, 
freshly cut coconuts to drink, and 
the sound of a band from southern 
Madagascar playing for us under 
the trees. A fair approximation of 
Paradise, really and not even a bill 
to pay afterwards!

Friday 23rd January 2015 – 
Nosy Mangabe: We anchored in 
Antongil Bay at first light. Our first 
long walkers went ashore at 0730 
for a trek to the north, and medium 
walkers were close on their heels. 
The Zodiacs came in to a narrow 
beach of vivid orange sand, leading 
straight up into pristine rainforest. 
No sooner were we ashore than the 
local guides pointed up: “Lemurs!” 
Above us in a huge Malay apple 

Log Extracts
most exciting bird was an Amur 
Falcon in the trees nearby. Turning 
through the old overgrown coconut 
plantation, we passed the garden, 
and in the tall Casuarina trees 
behind were dozens of Frigate 
birds roosting. Back through the 

chalets of the exclusive resort, and 
so to the landing stage once more. 
In late morning a snorkel platform 
had been set up out on the inner 
reef and keen swimmers paddled 
about happily gazing upon 
impossibly gaudy reef fish. 

Thursday 22nd January 2015 – 
Isle St.Marie and Nosy Nato: We 
rose to find a bright sky and a calm 
sea as the ship crept alongside 
the small town of Ambodifotatra, 
on Isle St. Marie. This is a long 
thin string of islands running 
roughly north-south, off the 
north-east coast of Madagascar. 
After breakfast our faithful fleet of 
Zodiacs swept us into the town jetty 
and we were divided up among 
local guides, labelled with coloured 
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tree, a group of Black and White 
Ruffed lemurs were feeding .This 
is one of the loveliest of lemurs, 
but also critically endangered. 
How lucky are we! As soon as they 
moved away into other trees, a 
quieter troupe of White-fronted 
Brown lemurs sneaked in from the 
forest to take their turn at the ripe 
fruits. We climbed a steep trail 
past scalloped granite boulders 
and enormous trees, their buttress 
roots flared like wings at the base. 
Everywhere on the ground, tree, 
shrub and vine roots wrestled for 
the few nutrients available in the 
leaf litter. We found a tiny Brookesia 
chameleon barely 1 inch long, 
one of the smallest in the world. 
Madagascar has 50% of the world’s 

chameleons, some as large as 
a squirrel. We could hear other 
lemur troupes shouting from the 
trees above us. As we stopped for 
a drink our guide led us off to the 
side, where under a huge boulder 
overhang were the stone tombs 
of the local community, which 
the relatives revisit at intervals to 
lovingly rewrap in clean cloths, 
and give them the news of what 
has occurred in the village since 
they died. The dead in Malgache 
culture are still very much part of 
the community. A steady downhill 
climb back down to the beach, with 
weird fungi, red and black crabs 
climbing up trees, shrubs in which 
the flowers burst out of the stem, 
huge plaited vines reaching up 
into the canopy and the constant 
loud clinking of invisible frogs 
from the foliage around us. Down 
at the shore our guide found us 
the incredible leaf-tailed gecko, 
its lichen pattern camouflage so 
effective on a tree stem that even 
when pointed out it was hard to 
discern, lying with its head down 
and its eye wide open, frozen and 
motionless. A lovely walk back 
along the amber-coloured beach 
and a welcome swim in cool waters 
before our Zodiac taxis sped us 
back to the ship. 

Saturday 24th January 2015 – 
Masoala National Park: A calm 
night’s sleep at anchor, still in 
Antongil Bay. We started very early 
this morning, with our first walkers 
going ashore at 0700. All our 
guides from Masoala National Park 
were waiting for us on the beach as 

soon as the Zodiacs hit the beach. 
A quick change into hiking shoes, 
with sunscreen, insect repellent, 
binoculars and cameras to hand 
and away along a good track 
behind the shoreline trees. Here 
we find vanilla vines, once a very 
valuable crop among Madagascar’s 
exports. Guy had explained their 
uses and cultivation at recap last 
night. Down over a rocky stream 
(pausing to look downstream to a 
Madagascar Kingfisher on a rock) 
then up through the forest on 
well-maintained paths. Then we 
heard the distant clamour of calling 
lemurs on the ridge above us - a 
troop were all above and around 
us, the spectacular Red Ruffed 
Lemur, with a long dark tail like a 
boa, and the darkest red rust coat 
imaginable. Superb – and worth 
the wait. Then below that our guide 
spotted a Short-legged Ground-
Roller, like a dark brown barred owl, 
oblivious to our stares and cameras, 
in a branch above us. On the way 
down we had a good view of a 
singing Magpie Robin and were 
finally back on the beach where 
we could compare notes with the 
others. Some had seen a Henst’s 
Goshawk and Greater Vasa Parrots 
entering their nest in a broken 
palm. Some took the chance to 
cool off in the sea, and all looked 
forward to comfortable cabins, hot 
showers, and a waiting lunch, just a 
short Zodiac ride away. 

26th February 2015 – Farquhar 
Atoll: We arrived at Farquhar early 
in the morning, and we transferred 
to the island by Zodiac soon after 
breakfast. It was beautiful – we 
landed the Zodiacs on the white 
sand beach and had the entire 

morning to wander around, go 
on walks, snorkel, or simply relax 
and take in the stunning scenery 
of turquoise blue/green waters, 
white sands and soft green coastal 
vegetation. Guy led an hour walk 
through the island looking for birds 
and other wildlife, and highlighting 
some of the past activities on the 
island, including the once thriving 
copra plantation. The birdlife was 
fantastic – with white terns, grey 
herons, and foddies all around us. 
One fody was busy making a nest 
at eye level – so we watched as it 
gathered casuarinas tree branchlets 
and wove them together in to 

a basket-shaped nest. Once we 
reached the beach again many 
of us relaxed by swimming in the 
warm lagoon waters, while others 
took the opportunity to get their 
first snorkel lesson from Pam 
and Robin. We went back to the 
ship for lunch, but then had the 
opportunity in the afternoon to 
return to the beach to swim, relax 
and take photos, or join the snorkel 
team farther out on the reef in their 
anchored Zodiac platforms. For 
those of us that snorkelled, we were 
greeted by an amazing abundance 
of reef fish of all colours. The coral 
was also quite healthy. As you swam 
out farther from the beach suddenly 
the reef sloped away into the deep 
blue water – this was where we saw 
plenty of sea turtles and larger cod 
fish. Once back onboard, most of 
us gathered outside again to watch 
the spectacular sunset over the 
calm sea, as the ship sailed. 

15 March 2015 – Aldabra Atoll: 
We were able to cross to the island 
in the Zodiacs as the sun was 
rising above the sandy beach. The 
sea was extremely calm and the 
morning was still and beautiful as 
we made the crossing of the reef. 
Once everyone was ashore, we 
were organised into groups to go 
on longer and shorter walks, while 
a few of us opted to remain in 
the vicinity of the research station 
and the landing spot, which in 
itself offered good wildlife viewing 
besides the tortoises: we could 
watch large rock crabs, as well as 
various species of bird, including 
the rail, plovers, coucal and heron, 
without moving too far at all. 
The swimming and snorkelling 
proved very popular, particularly 
as the morning was warming up 
rapidly. Various smaller species 
of fish could be seen, but what 
prove most exciting was numbers 
of black-finned sharks, as well as 
one or two lemon sharks (larger 
than their black-finned cousins). 
Towards the end of the morning, 
some rays also made their 
appearance. What a privileged 
introduction to Aldabra Atoll we 
had had! We enjoyed an early 
lunch before preparing for the 
next activity, a drift snorkel for 
guests who felt comfortable in 
deep water and were confident 
with snorkelling activities. The 
snorkellers climbed out of the 
Zodiacs into the lagoon and 
discovered that there was no need 
to kick, unless someone wanted 
a closer look at some special fish 
or coral underwater: the current 
of the water draining from the 
lagoon as low tide approached 
meant that it was only necessary 
to float and look at the underwater 

world passing by. We discovered 
unbelievable fish-life: a huge 
variety of fish, of many different 
sizes and colours, were to be 
seen, as well as more immediately 
arresting sightings of turtles, black 
tipped sharks, various rays and 

even a barracuda were sighted. 
Not only was the underwater life 
spectacular, but when we took a 
moment to raise our heads and 
look around us, views within the 
lagoon were breath-taking, with 
the well-vegetated limestone cliffs 
overhanging the water, and various 
species of bird, particularly egrets 
and herons, standing still on the 
banks or in trees nearby. This 
proved a marvellous two-three 
hours for all who participated, with 
many people agreeing that the 
experiences at Aldabra Atoll thus 
far were among the best nature 
experiences ever enjoyed, without 
doubt of the sort that would 
be remembered forever. Our 
expedition staff and Zodiac drivers 
had not finished the day, however. 
The weather and the tides were 
perfect for the final excursion of 
the day, a Zodiac ride into the 
lagoon. Each Zodiac had unique 
experiences, but all of us saw 
various birds, including numerous 
red-footed boobies, and sea life 
at very close quarters. When the 
drivers switched off engines, the 
sense of peace was overwhelming, 
the silence broken only by 
bird cries and calls, or by fish 
occasionally breaking the surface 
of the water. The last Zodiacs 
returned to the Island Sky at dusk, 

bringing to an end memorable day. 
We had been extremely fortunate 
in that the weather and tides 
could not have cooperated better, 
and the staff’s knowledge and 
expertise had made best use of the 
conditions to give us a wonderful 
experience. Dinner conversations 
that night were dominated by the 
exchange of various experiences 
from the day.



Madagascar & Beyond 
An expedition from the Seychelles to Mauritius including an exploration of 
the wonders of the Madagascar
4th to 17th January 2017
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Day 1 London to Mahe, Seychelles. 
Fly by scheduled indirect flight.

Day 2 Mahe. Arrive this afternoon 
and transfer to the MS Island Sky 
moored in Victoria. 

Day 3 Praslin & Aride. Sail to the 
islands to the north of Mahe. Our 
first call will be to Praslin where 
we explore the ‘Vallee de Mai’, 
the last remnant of the original 
high-canopied Seychelles palm 
forest and home to the coco de 
mer. We will walk its paths looking 
out for the rare black parrot and 
enjoying its natural beauty which 
so overpowered General Gordon. 
Sail over lunch to Aride, one of the 
finest and most important seabird 
islands in the Indian Ocean. Over 

The Itinerary
with our onboard naturalists and 
the island’s conservation team 
observing the flora and fauna and 
in particular the giant tortoises 
and nesting turtles. Whilst keen 
snorkellers will have the chance to 
swim over the outlying coral.

Day 5 Alphonse. There are 
three islands in the Alphonse 
group which is located directly 
south of the Amirantes. As we 
approach the islands at dawn 
you will understand why they are 
regarded by many to be the most 
beautiful of the 115 islands in the 
Seychelles archipelago. On the 
main island, the circular lagoon 
offers good snorkelling and there 
are a number of tracks across the 
island to enjoy island walks where 
we may see giant tortoises. Return 
to the MS Island Sky for lunch and 
enjoy an afternoon at sea.

Day 6 Farquhar. This morning we 
will anchor off Farquhar where we 
will use our Zodiacs to explore the 
sparkling lagoon of this remote 
atoll ringed island of coconut and 
casuarina trees. We have a full day 
to enjoy here either bird watching, 
beachcombing or swimming. 
Our onboard team will lead an 

expedition to South Island to see 
boobies, frigate birds, terns as 
well as robber and hermit crabs. 
We will spend some time in the 
local settlement before enjoying 
time on the beach to swim or 
snorkel. We sail this evening, 
leaving the Seychelles and bound 
for Madagascar. 

Day 7 Diego Suarez, Madagascar. 
This morning we will enter 
dramatic Diego Suarez, a 
stunning natural harbour with a 
cosmopolitan mix of inhabitants 
including Creoles, Indians, 
Chinese, Comorans and Arabs. 
After a brief tour of the town we 
will use 4x4 vehicles to make our 
way to the Malagasy Rain Forest 
at the Mount Amber National 
Park. Dividing into short and long 
walk parties we will go in search 
of lemurs and chameleons as 
we explore the rain forest. In the 
towering vegetation we may spot 
several species of lemurs and 

Start the New Year with a voyage aboard the MS Island Sky, escaping the British 
winter and discovering some of the most beautiful tropical islands on earth. This 

two week journey combines some stunning tiny islands, some of which are a mere dot 
in the Indian Ocean with the natural wonders of Madagascar. 

Our expedition begins with five days in the Seychelles which are some of the most captivating tropical 
islands in the world. Spread out over a vast swathe of the Indian Ocean they offer everything from quiet 
sophistication and enchanting scenery to wild, remote and uninhabited nature reserves. To many travellers 
they are without equal, having remained largely free from the ravages of mass tourism. Obviously, such 
beauty and serenity is best enjoyed with a small number of travelling companions. After all, it would be 
disappointing to find yourself in the company of hundreds on what was a deserted beach. The MS Island 
Sky is an ideal vessel, and with a maximum of 114 passengers she offers all the comforts of a larger vessel, 
but with the added luxury of a small number of passengers.

We then sail to Madagascar which is simply unique; the animals, plants, landscapes and people that make 
up this thousand mile long island are unlike anywhere else. This extraordinary country has long remained 
obscure as a destination and is relatively little known even amongst the most serious of travellers. The long 
separation from the African mainland has given rise to its amazing number of unique species of flora and 
fauna. Its people are also unique, having descended from Malay-Polynesian mariners who sailed from South 
East Asia between 1500 to 2000 years ago. Later arrivals included slaves from Africa and traders from Arabia, 
India and Portugal and more latterly French colonials. Our experienced expedition team and local guides 
will provide commentary on all that we see and will reveal the wonders of the world’s ‘eighth continent’.

Fairy Tern

one million seabirds breed on 
the island including the tropical 
shearwater and roseate tern as 
well as five species unique to the 
Seychelles such as the Seychelles 
warbler and Seychelles magpie 
robin. We will enjoy a walk on the 
island with our onboard naturalists 
amongst the native woodland. 

Day 4 Desroches, Amirante 
Islands. The 28 islands in the 
Amirante Group of islands were 
discovered by Vasco de Gama in 
1501 and are considered to be 
some of the most pristine and 
untouched islands in the world. 
We have a day on Desroches, the 
largest of the islands, although still 
only measuring six kilometres by 
1.5 kilometres. Enjoy nature walks 

Chameleon
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chameleons as well as endemic 
birds, including parrots. If this is 
not possible based on weather 
conditions, we will instead visit 
the Domaine de Fontenay where 
we will explore the reserve rich 
with flora, fauna and several 
waterfalls. On our return to the 
MS Island Sky we will take a 
detour to the bay of Diego with its 
impressive views of the sugar loaf 
and also home to the indigenous 
baobab suareziensis tree. Enjoy 
lunch onboard whist our lecture 
programme continues during a 
relaxing afternoon at sea.

Day 8 Nosy Mangabe. After a 
morning at sea we arrive at  
Nosy Mangabe, a 520 hectare 
island reserve in Antongil Bay. 
Here we find one of the most 
diverse areas of virgin rain forest 
in Madagascar which has also 
been an important research 
centre since the mid-1960s when 
several aye-ayes and lemurs were 
released into the forest. We will 
use our Zodiacs to land on the 
beach next to the forest and 
organise a series of nature walks 
looking at the varied trees, plants 
and ferns and also hope to spot 
chameleon, lizards and black and 
white ruffed lemur. For the birders 
we will keep an eye out for 
Madagascar buzzard, kingfisher 
and paradise flycatchers.

Day 9 Masoala National Park. We 
remain in Antongil Bay overnight 
and enjoy a full day visit to 
Madagascar’s largest protected 
area, the Masoala National 
Park which comprises coastal 
rainforest, flooded forests and 
marsh and mangroves. Mammal 
species encountered include the 
red-ruffed lemur, the red-fronted 
brown lemur, the aye-aye, the 
greater hedgehog tenrec and 
the ring tailed mongoose. The 
park is also home to various 
species of brightly coloured 
Mantella frogs and all manner 
of extraordinary chameleons. 
Masoala is also a refuge of the 
endangered Madagascar red-owl 

Exploring by ZodiacPraslin island, Seychelles

16th to 19th January 2017
Before returning to London we are offering the 
opportunity to extend your time in Mauritius with a two 
night extension staying at the Westin Turtle Bay Resort 
on an all-inclusive basis. Enjoy a half day island tour 
including the botanical gardens.

Prices per person based on double occupancy
Twin: £395 Single: £495

Price Includes: Two nights at the Westin Turtle Bay Resort on an all-inclusive 
basis, half day island tour, transfers from the MS Island Sky to the hotel and from 
the hotel to airport. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Post-Cruise Mauritius Extension

Suite CategoryDeck
Brochure  

Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

LAUNCH OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Special Offer 
Price

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 11 nights aboard the 
MS Island Sky on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard team, 
transfers, port taxes, all gratuities.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas. 
NB. Ports subject to change. Weather conditions may affect itinerary. Flight 
schedules have not been released at the time of going to print (June 2015) and 
therefore the itinerary is subject to change on their release.

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

£6795
£7195
£7395
£7595
£7995
£8495
£8995

£10795
£11195

£6295
£6695
£6895
£7095
£7495
£7995
£8495

£10295
£10695

of this integral part of Reunion’s 
heritage. We will also enjoy some 
free time in St Denis before 
returning to the MS Island Sky for 
lunch. Enjoy an afternoon at leisure 
before we set sail this evening.

Day 13 Mauritius to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London.

Day 14 London. Arrive this 
morning.

and Madagascar serpent eagle 
and many endemic bird species. 
We will run a series of walks for 
all levels during the day whilst 
you also have the option to swim 
off the beach or perhaps visit the 
local village.

Day 10 Ile Sainte Marie & Nosy 
Nato. Our final call in Madagascar 
is at Ile Sainte Marie, also known 
as Nosy Bohara, a lush tropical 
island offering sandy beaches, 
coral reefs and natural beauty. 
This morning we will explore 
the capital of Ambodifotatra 
including the oldest church in 
Madagascar built in 1837 and the 
vibrant market. We will then head 
over to neighbouring Nosy Nato 
where you can choose to join a 
nature walk keeping an eye out 
for the wildlife or simply enjoy 
an afternoon of swimming and 
snorkelling.

Day 11 At sea. Enjoy a relaxing 
day at sea keeping en eye out 
for marine and bird life as we 
continue enroute to Reunion.

Day 12 Reunion. We arrive at 
breakfast in Reunion where we 
have a choice of excursions. On a 
full day tour we will visit the central 
highlands where spectacularly 
rugged peaks of dormant or 
extinct volcanoes cradle huge 
amphitheatres known as cirques, 
where mountains tower to over 
10,000 feet and beautiful waterfalls 
plummet hundreds of feet. The rich 
soil and mellow climate produce a 
lush and verdant landscape which 
is dotted with villages and towns 
with a uniquely French atmosphere. 
Fields of sugar cane and 
plantations of tropical fruits, vanilla 
and all manner of spices perfume 
the air. We will enjoy views from 
the Nez des Bouefs and see the 
Piton de la Fournaise crater. After 
enjoying a creole lunch in a local 
restaurant we will visit the “Cite 
du Volcan” museum Alternatively 
enjoy a morning tour to a vanilla 
plantation in St Andre where we 
learn about the history and culture 

Our experienced 
expedition team 
and local guides 
will reveal the 
wonders of the 
world’s ‘eighth 
continent’
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An island hopping adventure through the Indian Ocean from Mauritius to Tanzania
14th to 29th January 2017
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Here is an extraordinary cruise for those who enjoy the 
natural world and all its wonders and are looking for 

the opportunity to escape the British winter. Join us aboard 
the all-suite MS Island Sky and enjoy the warmth and beauty 
of the Indian Ocean as she undertakes exactly the type of 
itinerary that suits her many talents best. With the vessel’s 
purpose built Zodiacs we will land on otherwise inaccessible 
beaches, explore vast lagoons and coral reefs and encounter 
some of the most extraordinarily beautiful tropical scenery to 
be found anywhere in the world. 

Sailing from Mauritius we will land on its nearest neighbour, Reunion, a 
little bit of France in the Indian Ocean and a truly stunning place. We 
will spend the day exploring its truly awesome and dramatic scenery 
including the Central Highlands with their spectacularly rugged peaks 
of dormant volcanoes which cradle huge natural amphitheatres known 
as cirques. We then continue to Madagascar where we will have three 
days exploring the incredible verdant and beautiful island. Madagascar 
is unique; the animals, plants, landscapes and people that make up this 
thousand mile long island are unlike anywhere else. 

For many the highlight of our voyage will be our time spent on the 
island of Aldabra. Being one of the most difficult places in the world 
to access and having a lack of freshwater has saved Aldabra from any 
tourism development and there is no landing strip so the only viable 
means of reaching this untouched region is by ship. Aldabra is the last 
breeding ground of the giant tortoise and in addition to seeing some of 
these endearing creatures you should also encounter dolphins, turtles 
and whales as well as countless birds including the flightless rail, the last 
flightless bird in the Indian Ocean. 

The last island on our odyssey will be Zanzibar. This spice island 
certainly lives up to its ‘Arabian Nights’ reputation for exotic charm. We 
will explore Stone Town’s labyrinth of serpentine alleyways lined with 
charming Arabic dwellings and filled with the treasures of the East that 
established its fame; cloves, cinnamon and vanilla.

This really is a veritable feast of beauty, the natural world and island 
culture. You will witness the bounty of the islands, the wildlife from the 
giant tortoises of Aldabra to the lemurs of Madagascar and an amazingly 
prolific birdlife.

Day 1 London to Mauritius. Fly by 
scheduled indirect flight.

Day 2 Mauritius. Arrive today and 
transfer to Le Meridien Hotel (or 
similar) for an overnight stay. Enjoy 
the rest of the day and evening at 
leisure to enjoy the hotel facilities.

Day 3 Mauritius. After a morning 
at leisure, enjoy a short tour to 
discover Pamplemousse Botanical 
Gardens which are home to over 
500 species of plants. After the 
tour we will embark the MS Island 
Sky moored in Port Louis and sail 
this evening.

Day 4 Reunion. This morning we 
arrive in Reunion where we have 
a choice of excursions. On a full 
day tour we will visit the central 
highlands where spectacularly 
rugged peaks of dormant or 
extinct volcanoes cradle huge 
amphitheatres known as cirques, 
where mountains tower to over 
10,000 feet and beautiful waterfalls 
plummet hundreds of feet. The 
rich soil and mellow climate 
produce a lush and verdant 
landscape which is dotted with 
villages and towns with a uniquely 
French atmosphere. Fields of 
sugar cane and plantations of 
tropical fruits, vanilla and all 
manner of spices perfume the air. 
We will enjoy views from the Nez 
des Bouefs and see the Piton de 
la Fournaise crater. After enjoying 
a creole lunch in a local restaurant 
we will visit the “Cite du Volcan” 

Museum before returning to 
the MS Island Sky. Alternatively 
enjoy a morning tour to a vanilla 
plantation in St Andre where 
we learn about the history and 
culture of this integral part of 
Reunion’s heritage. We will also 
enjoy some free time in St Denis 
before returning to the MS Island 
Sky for lunch. Enjoy an afternoon 
at leisure before we set sail this 
evening.

Day 5 At sea. Enjoy a relaxing 
day onboard as we cruise to 
Madagascar. Attend some of the 
lectures or relax on deck.

Day 6 Ile Sainte Marie & Nosy 
Nato, Madagascar. Our first call 
in Madagascar is at Ile Sainte 
Marie, also known as Nosy Bohara, 
a lush tropical island offering us 
sandy beaches, coral reefs and Water Lilies, Mauritius

Malagasy fishermen

The Itinerary
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ceannatural beauty. This morning 
we will explore the capital of 
Ambodifotatra including the 
oldest church in Madagascar 
built in 1837 and the vibrant 
market. We will then head over 
to neighbouring Nosy Nato 
where you can choose to join a 
nature walk keeping an eye out 
for the wildlife or simply enjoy 
an afternoon of swimming and 
snorkelling from the beach.

Days 7 & 8 Nosy Mangabe & 
Masoala National Park. This 
morning we arrive at Nosy 
Mangabe, a 520 hectare island 
reserve in Antongil Bay. Here 
we find one of the most diverse 
areas of virgin rain forest in 
Madagascar which has also 
been an important research 
centre since the mid-1960s when 
several aye-ayes and lemurs 
were released into the forest. We 
will use our Zodiacs to land on 
the beach next to the forest and 

organise a series of nature walks 
looking at the varied trees, 
plants and ferns and also hoping 
to spot chameleon, lizards and 
black and white ruffed lemur. 
For the birders we will keep 
an eye out for Madagascar 
buzzard, kingfisher and paradise 
flycatchers. Over lunch we cross 
Antongil Bay and enjoy the 
afternoon and next morning at 
Madagascar’s largest protected 
area, the Masoala National 
Park which comprises coastal 
rainforest, flooded forests and 
marsh and mangroves. Mammal 
species encountered include the 
red-ruffed lemur, the red-fronted 
brown lemur, the aye-aye, the 
greater hedgehog, tenrec and 
the ring tailed mongoose. The 
park is also home to various 
species of brightly coloured 
Mantella frogs and all manner 
of extraordinary chameleons. 
Masoala is also a refuge of the 
endangered Madagascar red-

Black and white ruffed lemur

owl and Madagascar serpent 
eagle and many endemic bird 
species. We will run a series of 
walks for all levels whilst you 
also have the option to swim 
off the beach or perhaps visit 
the local village. We will sail 
at lunchtime on day eight and 
enjoy an afternoon cruising.

Day 9 Diego Suarez. After a 
morning at sea we will enter 
dramatic Diego Suarez a 
stunning natural harbour with a 
cosmopolitan mix of inhabitants 
including Creoles, Indians, 
Chinese Comorans, and Arabs. 
After a brief tour of the town we 
will use 4x4 vehicles to make our 
way to the Malagasy Rain Forest 
at the Mount Amber National 
Park. Dividing into short and 
long walk parties we will go in 
search of lemurs and chameleons 
as we explore the rain forest. In 
the towering vegetation we may 
spot several species of lemurs, as 

Ile Sainte MarieBaobab tree, Madagascar

Sunset, Diego Suarez

well as endemic birds, including 
parrots. If this is not possible 
due to weather conditions we 
will instead visit the Domaine de 
Fontenay where we will explore 
the reserve rich with flora, fauna 
and several waterfalls. On our 
return to the MS Island Sky we 
will take a detour to the bay 
of Diego with its impressive 
views of the sugar loaf and also 
home to the indigenous baobab 
suareziensis tree. 

Day 10 Assumption, Seychelles. 
In the late-afternoon we arrive 
at Assumption Island where we 
will clear immigration into the 
Seychelles. Assumption was 
ruthlessly plundered for its vast 
deposits of guano in the early 
20th century. Happily, peace has 
returned and the wildlife of rare 
birds and green turtles are once 
again in abundance. We will 
enjoy time here to beachcomb, 
join a nature walk or snorkel. 

La Reunion
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Days 11 & 12 Aldabra, Seychelles. 
At sunrise we will arrive at Aldabra 
where we have planned for a day 
and a half to explore the island 
referred to by Sir Julian Huxley 
as “One of nature’s treasures and 
should belong to the whole world”. 
Aldabra is unique and every time 
we call at what is believed to be 
the world’s largest atoll we find 
something new of interest. Sightings 
have been made of the extremely 
rare white throated rail and the atoll 
is also home to the world’s second 
largest colony of frigate birds and 
to the largest crab, the coconut 
crab. Whilst exploring by Zodiac it 
is difficult to know in which direction 
to look. The clear blue seas abound 
with colourful life, the skies are alive 
with varied birdlife and ashore giant 
land tortoises forage as they have 
done for millions of years. We will 
explore Picard Island with a short 
walk to see some of the thousands 
of tortoises and numerous robber 
crabs. We will include as much as 
possible with our time on Aldabra 
making landings on South Island 
and trips into the lagoon, a vast 
17 mile stretch of shallow clear 
water. From our Zodiacs we can 
watch the ever-changing undersea 
world and snorkel in colourful coral 
waters teeming with marine life. Our 
programme ashore will be flexible 
and in the hands of our Expedition 
Leader based on sea and weather 
conditions. One thing is for sure, 
you will not be disappointed by 
these extraordinary islands and 
atolls. We return to Assumption in 
the afternoon to clear Seychelles 
immigration before continuing  
to Zanzibar.

Day 13 At sea. A final day to relax 
onboard as we sail to Tanzania and 
enjoy a recap from our Expedition 
Team on all we have seen and 
experienced during our island 
hopping adventure. 

Day 14 Zanzibar, Tanzania. Here 
the colourful harbour will be 
crowded with dhows, very much 
setting the scene for our visit to 
the Arab style city with its long 
narrow streets, bazaars, houses 
with overhanging balconies and 
intricately carved doorways. Out 
of town there are magnificent 
brilliant white sandy beaches and 
lush vegetation with plantations 
of cloves, cinnamon, vanilla and 
nutmeg which fill the air with 
heady aromas. On a morning tour, 
soak up the timeless atmosphere 
of Stone Town including 
Livingstone House, Sultan’s 

Island Sky in Madagascar

Before returning to London, we are offering the 
opportunity to join a post-cruise extension to the 
Selous Reserve staying at the wonderful Siwandu Camp. 
Full details are shown on pages 14 & 15. 

Selous Reserve Safari Extension

Suite CategoryDeck
Brochure  

Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

LAUNCH OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Special Offer 
Price

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 12 nights aboard the 
MS Island Sky on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard team, 
transfers, port taxes, all gratuities. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas. 
NB. Ports subject to change. Weather conditions may affect itinerary. Flight 
schedules have not been released at the time of going to print (June 2015) and 
therefore the itinerary is subject to change on their release.

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

£7395
£7495
£7795
£7995
£8295
£8695
£8995

£10995
£11295

£6895
£6995
£7295
£7495
£7795
£8195
£8495

£10495
£10795

Join the  
MS Island Sky 
and experience  
the bounty of 
the islands and 
extraordinary 
wildlife from 
the giant 
tortoises of 
Aldabra to 
the lemurs of 
Madagascar 
and the 
amazingly 
prolific birdlife

Palace, the slave market and the 
old Fort. The afternoon is free to 
relax and explore independently 
or join a tour to a spice farm to 
experience the various fruits and 
spices cultivated on the island 
where you will find everything from 
jackfruit to coconuts, turmeric and 
vanilla to lipstick trees.

Day 15 Dar es Salaam to London. 
Disembark this morning and 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled indirect flight to London.

Day 16 London. Arrive this 
morning.

  Zanzibar Old Stone Town
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Aldabra – Last Sanctuary
An expedition exploring the hidden islands of the Indian Ocean 
27th January to 9th February 2017
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After our first port of call, the exotic island of Zanzibar just off the East African 
coast, our stepping stone voyage across the Indian ocean begins, firstly to 
Aldabra and then to the Alphonse and Amirantes archipelago. A journey to 
some of the most wonderful and isolated tropical islands in the world. Enjoy 
walks with our onboard naturalists, spend time relaxing on pristine beaches 
or viewing the bountiful underwater world whilst snorkelling. 

Day 1 London to Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania. Fly by scheduled 
indirect flight. 

Day 2 Dar es Salaam/Embark 
MS Island Sky. Arrive today and 
transfer to the MS Island Sky in 
the afternoon. 

Day 3 Zanzibar. Here the colourful 
harbour will be crowded with 
dhows, very much setting the scene 
for our visit to the Arab style city 
with its long narrow streets, bazaars, 
houses with overhanging balconies 
and intricately carved doorways. 
Out of town there are magnificent 

brilliant white sandy beaches and 
lush vegetation with plantations 
of cloves, cinnamon, vanilla and 
nutmeg which fill the air with heady 
aromas. On a morning tour, soak 
up the timeless atmosphere of 
Stone Town including Livingstone 
House, Sultan’s Palace, the slave 
market and the old Fort. The 
afternoon is free to relax and 
explore independently or join a 
tour to a spice farm to experience 
the various fruits and spices 
cultivated on the island where you 
will find everything from jackfruit to 
coconuts, turmeric and vanilla to 
lipstick trees.

Day 4 At sea. Enjoy a relaxing 
day at sea. Maybe join one of the 
lectures or spend time on deck as 
we cruise to the Seychelles.

Days 5 to 7 Aldabra & 
Assumption Island, Seychelles. 
We have two and a half days 
to enjoy the Aldabra group of 
islands. We will clear immigration 
on the island of Assumption which 
was ruthlessly plundered for its 
vast deposits of guano in the early 
20th century. Happily, peace has 
returned and the wildlife of rare 
birds and green turtles are once 
again in abundance. Our time 
here will be spent beachcombing, 
on a nature walk or snorkelling 
before we sail the short distance 
to Aldabra where we have two full 
days to explore the island referred 
to by Sir Julian Huxley as “One 
of nature’s treasures and should 
belong to the whole world”. 
Aldabra is unique and every time 

we call at what is believed to 
be the world’s largest atoll we 
find something new of interest. 
Sightings have been made of the 
extremely rare white throated rail 
and the atoll is also home to the 
world’s second largest colony of 
frigate birds and to the largest 
crab, the coconut crab. Whilst 
exploring by Zodiac it is difficult 
to know in which direction to look. 
The clear blue seas abound with 
colourful life, the skies are alive 
with varied birdlife and ashore 
giant land tortoises forage as they 
have done for millions of years. 
We will explore Picard Island 
with a short walk to see some of 
the thousands of tortoises and 
numerous robber crabs. We will 
include as much as possible with 
our time on Aldabra making 
landings on South Island and trips 
into the lagoon, a vast 17 mile 
stretch of shallow clear water. 
From our Zodiacs we can watch 
the ever-changing undersea 
world and snorkel in colourful 
coral waters teeming with marine 
life. Our programme ashore will 
be flexible and in the hands of 
our expedition leader based 
on sea and weather conditions. 
One thing is for sure, you will 
not be disappointed by these 
extraordinary islands and atolls.

Day 8 Cosmoledo. Spend the day 
on Cosmoledo where a huge ring 
of twelve islands circle a lagoon. 
Many of the atolls are still to be 
surveyed and we will explore 

Aldabra Island

The Itinerary

Join us on an expedition voyage through the bountiful 
islands of the Indian Ocean to Aldabra, the world’s largest 

coral atoll and a World Heritage site. Totally untouched by 
the modern world, Aldabra has been described by Jacques 
Cousteau as ‘the last unprofaned sanctuary on this planet’. 
Being one of the most difficult places in the world to 
access and a lack of freshwater has saved Aldabra from 
any development. There is no landing strip and the only 
viable means of reaching this untouched region is by ship. 
Aldabra is the last breeding ground of the giant tortoise and 
in addition to seeing some of these endearing creatures you 
should encounter dolphins, turtles and whales as well as 
countless birds including the flightless rail, the last flightless 
bird in the Indian Ocean. Join us aboard the MS Island Sky 
and be one of the few who have explored this ‘Galapagos of 
the Indian Ocean’. 

Tortoise, Aldabra Evening Zodiac cruise
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some of them by Zodiac. This is 
an important bird area with all 
three species of booby found 
in the Seychelles including the 
last breeding site for the Brown 
Booby. Also spot sooty terns and 
great frigate birds. We may also 
spot the green turtles, skinks and 
the Madagascar banded lizard.

Day 9 Farquhar. After a morning 
at sea we will anchor off Farquhar 
where we will use our Zodiacs to 
explore the sparkling lagoon of 
this remote atoll ringed island of 
coconut and casuarina trees. The 
island is a haven for many species 
of migratory birds providing us 
with a delightful afternoon of 
bird watching or snorkelling. 
Here we will also find the single 
administrator of the island who is 
kept busy by also being the boat 
master, storekeeper, accountant, 
postmaster, doctor, policeman and 
sometimes priest.

Day 10 Alphonse Islands. There 
are three islands in the Alphonse 
group which is located directly 
south of the Amirantes. As we 
approach the islands over lunch 
you will understand why they are 
regarded by many to be the most 
beautiful of the 115 islands in the 
Seychelles archipelago. On the 
main island the circular lagoon 
offers good snorkelling and there 
are a number of tracks across the 
island to enjoy island walks.

Day 11 Desroches, Amirante 
Islands. The 28 islands in the 
Amirante Group of islands were 
discovered by Vasco de Gama in 
1501 and are considered to be 
some of the most pristine and 
untouched islands in the world. 
We have a day on Desroches, the 
largest of the islands, although still 

only measuring six kilometres by 
1.5 kilometres. Enjoy nature walks 
with our onboard naturalists and 
the island’s conservation team 
observing the flora and fauna and 
in particular the giant tortoises 
and nesting turtles. Whilst keen 
snorkellers will have the chance to 
swim over the outlying coral.

Day 12 Aride & Curieuse. Arrive 
this morning at the islands to the 
north of Mahe. Our first call will be 
at Aride one of the finest and most 
important seabird islands in the 
Indian Ocean. Over one million 
seabirds breed on the island 
including tropical shearwater 
and roseate tern and also five 
species unique to the Seychelles 
such as the Seychelles warbler 
and Seychelles magpie robin. 
We will enjoy a walk on the island 
amongst the native woodland. Sail 
over lunch to Curieuse a rugged 
island which was once home to 
a leper colony and now houses 
an eco-museum and visitors 
centre. The island is an important 
nesting site for Hawksbill turtles 
and boasts endemic vine and 
mangroves which we explore on 
an island walk.

Day 13 Praslin & La Digue. 
This morning we will explore 
Praslin’s ‘Vallee de Mai’, the last 
remnant of the original high-
canopied Seychelles palm forest 
and home to the coco de mer. 
We will walk its paths looking 
out for the rare black parrot 
and enjoying its natural beauty 
which so overpowered General 
Gordon. Sail during lunch to 
nearby La Digue where there 
is a hint of Henry Moore in the 
huge granite boulders that lie like 
giant sculptures on the brilliant 
white beaches of the island. Tour 

Boobie, Aldabra

La Digue, Seychelles

Wild Flower, Seychelles

Before embarking the MS Island Sky we are offering the 
opportunity to join a pre-cruise extension to the Selous 
Reserve staying at the wonderful Siwandu Camp. Full 
details are shown on pages 14 & 15. 

Selous Reserve Safari Extension

Suite CategoryDeck
Brochure  

Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

LAUNCH OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Special Offer 
Price

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 12 nights aboard the 
MS Island Sky on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard team, 
transfers, port taxes, all gratuities. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas. 
NB. Ports subject to change. Weather conditions may affect itinerary. Flight 
schedules have not been released at the time of going to print (June 2015) and 
therefore the itinerary is subject to change on their release.

Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

£6795
£6995
£7295
£7495

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

£10395
£10695

£6595
£6795
£7095
£7295

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

£10195
£10495

Be one of 
the few who 
have explored 
Aldabra, the 
‘Galapagos 
of the Indian 
Ocean’

the forested nature reserve and 
the L’Union Estate, a superbly 
restored 19th century colonial 
house. Rent a bicycle, relax or 
swim and snorkel from one of the 
beaches. During dinner we sail 
across to the island of Mahe and 
the Seychelles capital of Victoria 
where we moor overnight.

Day 14 Mahe to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled indirect flight to 
London. Arrive this evening.
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Selous Reserve
Only 200 kilometres west of Dar es Salaam lies the mighty Selous Game 
Reserve, one of Africa’s least known yet wildest conservation areas. At 
55,000 square kilometres, Selous is four times larger than the famous 
Serengeti in the north. Fed by the mighty Rufiji River, the largest river 
in East Africa which drains most of South Western Tanzania’s water, this 
reserve is home to over 1,000,000 large animals and over half of Tanzania’s 
elephant population. However, one of the major attractions has to be 
the mighty river itself, home to one of the largest crocodile and hippo 
populations in Africa, swarming with fish which in turn bring about some 
of the world’s best water birding. The river has also formed several large 
lakes on its northern bank, navigable by boat and Siwandu Camp is 
situated on one of these lakes, sheltered in a grove of one of Selous’ 
many beautiful palm forests. 

This wonderfully diverse, vast and well watered habitat has the right 
ingredients to enable the land to hold an unusually high number of 
animals as well as support an extraordinary array of different vegetation 
types. Selous has over 2,100 species of plants, 350 species of birds, 
60,000 elephant, 108,000 buffalos and an estimated 1,300 of the worlds’ 
approximately 4,000 remaining rare wild dogs providing guests with the 
opportunity to glimpse all of these exotic animals in true unspoilt
wilderness. Our stay coincides with the perfect season for bird and plant 
lovers, flowers will be in abundance and the deciduous trees are starting 
new growth. It is also the main reproductive time of year so a good time 
for seeing young animals.

Siwandu Camp
For our exploration of the Selous Game Reserve, we will be staying at 
Siwandu Camp which is situated on the banks of Lake Nzerakera and 
designed to blend in with the spectacular natural scenery in what is one 
of the most photogenic areas of the Selous Game Reserve. All safari tents 
are widely spaced along the lake shore ensuring maximum privacy and 
wonderful views. Each tent sits atop its own raised timber platform with 
two large verandas on either side where one can sit with a cup of tea in
the morning watching the bush come to life at sunrise, or nursing a gin 
and tonic as the bush gets ready for the night at sunset.

The camp has the prime position at the centre of the unique riverine 
and lake complex, with the highest concentration of African wildlife and 
myriad birdlife. There are no fences and no artificial modifications to 
the natural fauna and so animals wander freely through the camp. The 
spacious tents are luxuriously appointed, with en-suite bathrooms and 
open air hot-water showers. Ceiling fans are present in all the rooms 
situated above the king sizes beds where guests can rest away the 
exertions of the morning activity and cool down during the heat of the 
day before heading out again later. The camp has its own swimming 
pool, enabling guests to cool off in the heat of the day. There is a well-
stocked bar and dining area, and chefs produce the finest cuisine. Table 
d’hote dining makes the most of African influences and local fresh fruit, 
vegetables and spices. All meals are complimented by a good wine 
selection. The dining area and bar areas are raised on viewing platforms, 
with large comfortable sofas and a wildlife reference library.

Selous Reserve Safari Extension 
We are delighted to offer an extension in conjunction with two of our 
Indian Ocean expeditions to the Selous Game Reserve in Tanzania.
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Selous R
eserve Safari Extension

Post-Cruise Extension for Wonders & Wildlife of the Indian Ocean 
28th January to 1st February 2017

Pre-Cruise Extension for Aldabra – Last Sanctuary
23rd to 28th January 2017

Pre and post-cruise extensions

Day 1 London to Dar es Salaam. 
Fly by scheduled indirect flight. 

Day 2 Dar es Salaam. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the Dar 
es Salaam Serena Hotel for an 
overnight stay.

Day 3 Dar es Salaam to Selous 
Game Reserve. After breakfast 
enjoy a morning at leisure before 
we transfer to the airport for our 45 
minute scheduled flight to Mtemere 
Airstrip in the Selous Game Reserve. 
On arrival transfer to the Siwandu 
Camp and this afternoon enjoy 
your first game experience with 
a boat safari on the Rufiji River 
or on a nearby lake looking for 
hippos, crocodiles and birdlife. This 
evening enjoy dinner at the camp.

Days 4 & 5 Siwandu Camp, Selous 
Game Reserve. Enjoy two full 
days in the Reserve with included 
game drives each day. Maybe 
enjoy a full day game viewing 
in Selous Game Reserve with a 
picnic lunch or a half day walking 
safari through the bush with a 
ranger. Alternatively join another 
boat safari or simply relax in 
your tent. In the evening enjoy a 
delicious dinner at the camp.

Day 6 Selous to Dar es Salaam. 
Enjoy breakfast in the hotel 
and a final safari option before 
transferring to the airstrip for 
your flight to Dar es Salaam. On 
arrival transfer to the MS Island 
Sky moored in the city and sail this 
evening for Zanzibar.

The Itinerary 

PRICES PER PERSON Based on double occupancy

Twin: £2495; Single: £3245
Price includes: Economy class scheduled air travel between Dar es Salaam 
and Selous Game reserve, three nights accommodation at Siwandu Camp on 
a full board basis including all soft drinks, tea and coffee and non-premium 
alcoholic drinks, Selous National Park entry fees and permit fees, excursions at 
the camp, taxes, transfers. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, gratuities.

Day 1 Dar es Salaam to Selous 
Game Reserve. Disembark the 
MS Island Sky after breakfast and 
transfer to the airport for our 
45 minute scheduled flight to 
Mtemere Airstrip in Selous Game 
Reserve. On arrival transfer to the 
Siwandu Camp and this afternoon 
enjoy your first game experience 
with a boat safari on the Rufiji 
River or on a nearby lake looking 
for hippos, crocodiles and 
birdlife. This evening enjoy dinner 
at the camp.

Days 2 & 3 Siwandu Camp, 
Selous Game Reserve. Enjoy 
two full days in the Reserve 
with included game drives each 

The Itinerary 

PRICES PER PERSON Based on double occupancy

Twin: £2325; Single: £2995
Price includes: Economy class scheduled air travel between Dar es Salaam 
and Selous Game reserve, three nights accommodation at Siwandu Camp on 
a full board basis including all soft drinks, tea and coffee and non-premium 
alcoholic drinks, Selous National Park entry fees and permit fees, excursions at 
the camp, taxes, transfers. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, visas, gratuities.

Day 4 Selous to London. Enjoy 
breakfast and a final safari option 
before transferring to the airstrip 
for your flight to Dar es Salaam. 
On arrival connect with your 
international scheduled flight to 
London. 

Day 5 London. Arrive this morning.

day. Maybe enjoy a full day 
game viewing in Selous Game 
Reserve with a picnic lunch 
or a half day walking safari 
through the bush with a ranger. 
Alternatively join another boat 
safari or simply relax in your 
tent. In the evening enjoy a 
delicious dinner at the camp.



Cruises with this logo visit out of the way destinations. You will be accompanied by an expedition team and many landings ashore will be  
made by Zodiac landing craft. Cruises such as these will appeal to the more adventurous and those who enjoy the natural world.

Aride, Seychelles
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2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk | www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. Ports subject to change.  
Flight schedules for tours featured in this brochure are yet to be released and itineraries are subject to change on their release.
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