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Dear Traveller
We are delighted to have compiled a brochure featuring the voyages which the MS Island Sky will undertake in 2016. 

The MS Island Sky was the first of our three sister vessels and for many of our regular travellers, it is their favourite. The 

vessel has developed such a strong following that on any given cruise between 60-80% of those onboard will have 

travelled on a previous voyage. Some of our loyal clients have over 25 cruises under their belt and many between 5 and 

10 cruises. Any ship has to be rather special to attract such a following and in the MS Island Sky we have the ultimate 

combination. Not only is she one of the most comfortable and well equipped small ships in the world, she is also one of 

the friendliest and most efficiently run. Our crew of over 70, many who have been with us for several years are dedicated 

to offering the best possible experience. It is this gentle, kind and efficient atmosphere onboard more than anything else 

that has made MS Island Sky such a popular vessel.

Having so many regular travellers keeps our itinerary planners busy and they are constantly looking for new ports to 

discover and new themes to follow such as our springtime voyage exploring the gardens of the Mediterranean or our 

journey from Dubrovnik to Rome focusing on the travels of Edward Lear. 

Of course the itinerary is only one element, albeit an extremely important one, that contributes to making a cruise 

aboard the MS Island Sky a unique travel experience. Another major contributor is the people and in addition to our 

popular crew, another hugely important factor is our own onboard team and guest speakers, many of whom have been 

with us since our early days. They are in control of the day-to-day programme and shore visits, doing their utmost to 

make every day special. Their knowledge, enthusiasm and warmth make every trip a unique event. Further details on 

who will be joining you onboard the MS Island Sky this year are shown on pages 12 and 13.

This year marks our 25th anniversary; 25 years of providing genuine travellers with the opportunity to undertake  

voyages to every corner of the world aboard our unique vessels. As we celebrate our milestone, we will be looking 

forward to the next 25 years of doing just the same and remaining true to our passion for small ships as we are firm 

believers that with just over 100 guests we are able to offer something very different and rewarding to those interested  

in a real travel experience.

We look forward to welcoming back our past passengers and also meeting some new faces in the coming year.

 

   

Tim Cochrane
Managing Director
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MS Island Sky
The much loved MS Island Sky is one of our three 
flagships and one of the finest small ships in the 
world. With a maximum passenger capacity of 
only 114, a vessel of her size is capable of carrying 
many more but instead the MS Island Sky has 
the benefit of unusually large suites, luxuriously 
appointed public areas and spacious outside decks. 
Onboard there is a high ratio of crew to passengers 
and our friendly crew of 75 are mainly Filipino and 
Eastern European and our Scandinavian captains 
are experienced mariners, having been in service 
aboard large 2000 plus passenger vessels and who 
now prefer a less frantic life aboard a small ship. If, 
like them and us, you prefer a more peaceful life at 
sea, you will find the MS Island Sky the perfect ship.

 When choosing the vessel for your next voyage of discovery, you can select a 
ship with endless entertainment and impersonal service or come with us where 
peace, high quality service and attention to detail are the order of the day. There 
will be no organised entertainment, fancy dress, deck games or any of the usual 
big ship experiences. The atmosphere onboard is more akin to a private yacht 
or country hotel. A little music in the lounge or bar after dinner, informative port 
briefings and presentations from our expedition team and of course good food 
which may be enjoyed leisurely in the attractive dining room, all contribute to 
making any voyage aboard the MS Island Sky a memorable experience. After a 
day ashore you will return to the comfort and peace of a well run and exceedingly 
comfortable ship.
 
The daily programme onboard is in the capable hands of our Cruise Director 
or Expedition Leader and staff who coordinate with the Captain and Officers to 
make the most of each day. Briefings and talks will be provided throughout the 

Dinner on the Lido deck
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voyage together with a ‘Daily Programme’ that is distributed every evening to 
your suite outlining the next day’s activities. Dress onboard is casual and relaxed 
and there will be no ‘black tie’ evenings. 

For your Comfort, Security & Safety
MS Island Sky is equipped with the latest safety, navigation and 
communications equipment along with roll stabilizers to minimize the ship’s 
motion. During your voyage we hope to offer the opportunity to visit the 
Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the vessels progress by charts 
and learn more about your journey. There is also a dedicated channel on your 
television in your suite showing the routing of the vessel along with technical 
information and estimated times of arrival and departure from port. Onboard 
you will also find a clinic and doctor and a lift that serves all decks. Smoking 
onboard is restricted to a specific area on deck.

Admiring the view at sea

Restaurant

Guest Speaker Lecture in The Lounge 

Not only is the MS Island Sky one of the 
most comfortable and well equipped small 

ships in the world, she is also one of the 
friendliest and most efficiently run. Our 

crew of over 70, many of whom have been 
with us for many years are dedicated to 

offering the best possible experience.
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The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a large lounge on the 
Columbus Deck featuring a selection of seating options from individual armchairs 
and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily briefings given by the Cruise Director 
and talks from Guest Speakers and Expedition staff take place in The Lounge which 
is fitted with the highest standard of presentation equipment including multiple 
screens. For your convenience, it is also possible to follow the onboard lectures from 
the comfort of your suite.

In addition to the main Lounge on the Columbus Deck, there is also The Club, 
located on the Marco Polo Deck which features the main bar where the onboard 
pianist plays periodically throughout the day. The Club also features a 24-hour tea 
and coffee station. Towards the aft of the ship on the Marco Polo Deck is The Library. 

Well stocked with reference books pertaining to the destinations the vessel is 
visiting and a selection of essential reads, you will not find yourself short of excellent 
literature onboard. A selection of games and two computers complete with internet 
access can also be found in the Library. Daily newspapers and magazines are also 
placed in the library depending on local availability.

The main dining room which can seat all guests at one sitting is located on the 
Magellan Deck and outside there is a rear Lido deck located on the Erikson Deck, 
complete with deck tables and chairs where meals are served in warm weather under 
shade. Further to this on the top Explorer Deck the observation area complete with 
sun loungers is ideal for sun bathing, relaxing with a book or catching up with 
fellow travellers. There is also a small hairdressers onboard with appointments 

Your Space 

The Club
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A voyage aboard the MS Island Sky is as far removed 
from the traditional concept of big ship cruising as it’s 

possible to get. Imagine a sleek little ship, more akin 
to a yacht, with a cosy bar where the bartender knows 

how many slices of lime you prefer in your G&T.

The Library

Reception

made on request. For your comfort, there is also a clinic 
with doctor onboard and a lift which serves all decks.

As is the joy of small ship cruising, we hope to offer 
the opportunity to visit the Captain and Officers on the 
Bridge to check the progress of the vessel (subject to 
weather or security conditions).
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Owner’s Balcony Suite
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Your Suite  
Onboard there are 57 exceptionally spacious and well 
designed suites. All feature a sitting room area and some 
have private balconies. The feeling of luxury is enhanced 
by the wood panelling and brass, which predominates 
throughout the vessel conveying the atmosphere of a 
private yacht. 

The passenger 
accommodation is arranged 
over five decks and all suites 
have outside views. Each 
affords considerable comfort 
with en-suite bathroom 
featuring marble-topped 
vanity unit with sink and 
walk-in shower, a large 
wardrobe, dressing table 

with large mirror and stool and excellent storage. There 
is a mini-fridge, flat screen television with inbuilt DVD/
CD player and a telephone in each suite. Bottled water, 
towelling dressing gowns and slippers are also provided 
for your comfort. Other facilities include a programmable 
electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted Molton Brown toiletries, 
air-conditioning and heating. The suites on each deck 
have their own colour theme. Soft hues and blended 
tones enhance the traditional maritime style making the 
passenger accommodation an inviting and relaxing place 
to be.

Standard Forward Cabin, Magellan Deck

Corner Suite, Marco Polo Deck



10 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

It is quite a task to create a dining 
experience as that found onboard 
MS Island Sky when you are cruising 
in far-flung corners of the globe, 
indeed it takes a team of highly 
talented chefs to deliver fresh, 
varied dishes no matter where you 
are at sea. Fortunately, our catering 
teams are well adapted to the world 
of small ship cruising where no two 
days are the same and the menus 
are often scheduled and tailored 
around the days’ excursions. 

With only one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the 
cuisine onboard all three vessels is of a consistent superior quality that befits 
such vessels. Where possible and when it meets their high standards, our 
accomplished chefs will obtain local produce in markets. Such purchases 
enhance the well stocked larders and enable the chefs onboard to exhibit their 
culinary skills and bring a local touch to the varied menus, emphasising the 
international expertise of the chefs onboard. Afternoon tea and pre-dinner 
canapes take place every day in either the comfort of the Lounge or out on the 
Lido deck when the weather is favourable. Tea and coffee are also available 24 
hours a day. Special diets can be catered for with sufficient notice.

In keeping with the informal atmosphere onboard, when dining you are able 
to choose your seating arrangements at your leisure. Whether that be joining a 
table of four to six other passengers outside on the Lido deck in the evening’s 
sunshine or whether you prefer to enjoy meals in the à la carte restaurant. For 
those travelling alone, our onboard friendly restaurant staff will take care to 
ensure you are seated with other like-minded travellers. In the main elegant 
dining room, breakfast is served buffet-style, with certain items cooked to 
order on request. Lunch and dinner are à la carte with an excellent choice of 
dishes, with the menu reflecting the daily catch or local delicacies. To enhance 
your dining experience even further a selection of wines are included with 
both meals and there is also a comprehensive wine list with a wide selection of 
new and old world wines from which to choose.

The onboard catering and restaurant staff are experienced at sea and 
enthuse a passion for superb service. Whether it be ensuring you have an 
outdoor blanket as you enjoy the crisp sea breeze on the Lido deck or sharing 
their knowledge of the characteristics of the days’ wine selections, you will 
experience a service onboard like no other. You may also enjoy sumptuous 
barbeques on deck whilst at times, the chef will make your dish to order at 
special pasta or stir fry stations.

Your Dining Onboard
27 June 2015 en-route to St Kilda

Appetizers

Baby Shrimp Cocktail with Rhode Island Dressing

 Oven Baked Fresh Figs wrapped in Parma Ham 
with Wild Rocket and Balsamic Reduction

Soups

“Crème Ninon”

 Green Pea Soup topped with Champagne and Chantilly Cream

 Tomato Consommé with Tomato Concasse

Salad

“Caesar Salad”

Crisp Romaine Lettuce with Croutons, Anchovies, Parmesan Cheese  
and Caesar Dressing

Sorbet

Citrus Sorbet on Pink Grapefruit Granite

Main Dishes

Fresh Local Catch of the Day

Whole Oven Baked Fresh Sea Bass with Caramelized Lemon  
and Fresh Herbs, served with Pont Neuf Potatoes and Roasted 

Mediterranean Vegetables

Slow Roasted Chateau Briand of Aberdeen Angus Tenderloin of Beef 
with a Foie Gras and Truffle Sauce served with Cocotte Potato and 

Asparagus Wrapped in Bacon

Roast Breast and Confit of Duck Leg with Cointreau Sauce,  
served with Almond Potato and Braised Red Cabbage

Goats Cheese, Spinach and Wild Mushroom Open Lasagne,  
served with Gruyere Cheese Sauce and Parmesan Crisp

Desserts

Grand Marnier Souffle with Orange Flavoured Vanilla Custard Sauce

Bitter Chocolate Marquise with Pistachio Ice Cream

Seasonal Fresh Fruits

Selection of International Cheese

Captain’s Welcome Dinner

The Restaurant
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Island Sky’s restaurant

    Magellan Deck – Standard/Forward Suites  
The Standard Forward and Standard Suites located 
on the Magellan deck measure approximately 21 
square metres and feature large portholes. 

Technical Information
Cruising speed: 11.5 knots
Length overall: 90.6 m
Width overall: 15.3m
Draught maximum: 4.2m
Flag/Registry: Bahamas

Built: 1992
Tonnage: 4200
Guest capacity: 114
Classed by: BV
Upgraded: 2013

  Columbus Deck – Superior Suites 
The Superior Suites located on the Columbus 
deck measure an average of 22 square metres 
with a large window. 

  Marco Polo Deck – Premium Suites 
The Premium Suites featured on the Marco 
Polo deck measure approximately 21 square 
metres and feature a large window.

  Marco Polo Deck – Corner Suites 
The two magnificent Corner Suites located on the 
Marco Polo deck feature dual aspect windows and 
measure 22 square metres.

  Erikson Deck – Deluxe Balcony Suites 
The Deluxe Balcony Suites located on the Erikson 
deck measure 20.9 square metres and boast a 4 
square metre private balcony with table and chairs.  

  Explorer Deck – Owner’s Balcony Suites
The Owner’s Balcony Suites located on the Explorer 
deck measure 22 square metres and feature a large 
private balcony measuring 8 square metres with table, 
chairs and sun loungers. 
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On all our voyages you will find informative staff onboard and whilst 
exploring ashore you will be accompanied by excellent English-speaking 
local guides. Working with the captain and crew, our cruise staff are 
responsible for the day-to-day organisation of the itinerary and briefings and 
they are in regular contact with the Noble Caledonia office. 
We have the very best in their field and they are also joined by guest 
speakers who are chosen for their in-depth knowledge of a specific subject 
or geographical area. Either as a specialist on the area or in a specific field, 

their onboard talks will bring an added dimension to the tour, complementing the guides who will share 
their local knowledge with you during your excursions. With backgrounds in areas such as art history, 
maritime history and archaeology, they will truly bring to life the sites and experiences of your journey. 
Whether during an informed evening lecture on the life of Edward Lear, whilst accompanying you ashore 
to the ruins at Taormina, or the ancient wonders of the Greek Isles, their knowledge will help you to make 
the most of your journey. Below are just some of the excellent Guest Speakers we have lined up to join the 
MS Island Sky in 2016.
There are many more and full details of who will be joining you onboard can be viewed at  
www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Your Onboard Team & Guest Speakers

George Hart – Guest Speaker
After graduating with degrees in Classics and in Egyptian 
Art and Archaeology from University College London, 
he joined the staff of the British Museum in 1973. He was 
the Principal Lecturer on the British Museum’s antiquities 
collections from Egypt, the Levant and the Bronze-age 
and Classical Civilisations of the Mediterranean World. His 
diverse programme of study courses and lectures at the 

British Museum included the spread of Phoenician and Greek colonies throughout 
the Mediterranean and the later impact of the Roman Empire on North Africa and 
its architectural legacy. Among his other activities was the role of Chairman of the 
Friends of the Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology 1988 – 2000 and his current 
position as a member of the Board of Trustees of the Egypt Exploration Society as 
well as being a Committee Member of the Sudan Archaeological Research Society. 
He has accompanied tours to many archaeological sites around the Mediterranean 
and, as an accredited lecturer for the National Association of Decorative and 
Fine Arts Societies, frequently gives talks on these monuments. He took early 
retirement in 2004 to devote more time to writing and travelling.
George will be accompanying our ‘Travels of Edward Lear’ voyage.

Nigel McGilchrist – Guest Speaker 
Nigel McGilchrist was a scholar at both Winchester 
College and at Oxford University. He has lived 
and worked in the Mediterranean area – Italy, 
Greece and Turkey – for over thirty-five years, 
working initially for the Italian Ministry of Arts in 
the field of wall-painting conservation.  He began 
teaching at Rome University, then taught for the 

University of Massachusetts, and was formerly Dean of European Studies 
for a consortium of American Universities. He lectures widely in art and 
archaeology at museums and institutions in Europe and the USA. He spent 
nearly a decade walking, exploring and documenting the monuments 
and curiosities of the sixty inhabited Greek Aegean islands, preparing 
a completely new survey-guide of their archaeology, history and art, 
published in a complete version of twenty volumes as McGilchrist’s Greek 
Islands. (Volumes 2, 5, 11, 13, 18 & 20 cover all the places visited on this 
cruise.) In abbreviated form, the work is published as the Blue Guide to The 
Aegean Islands.
Nigel will be accompanying our ‘Aegean Island Odyssey’ voyage.

Stephen Phillips – Guest Speaker  
Stephen is a writer and broadcaster who lectures on art, 
architecture, archaeology and history, the latter pair his 
academic subjects, studied at London and Cambridge. As 
an arts journalist, he has worked for many national papers 
and for all Britain’s terrestrial broadcasters. This has led to 
interviewing, the task he most enjoys, several thousand 
people from the worlds of the arts and entertainment, as 

well as plenty of politicians and a few prime ministers and heads of state. He was 
a founder member of Channel Four, as its first arts correspondent, later editing its 
arts series – SIGNALS –  and making dozens of documentaries and performance 
programmes. For the BBC he reported and presented in TV news and current 
affairs and presented the Radio 4 arts flagship Kaleidoscope. Stephen was head 
of arts at Meridian TV, sat on the Arts Council during its peak lottery giving years, 
and is currently Chair of the British Architectural Trust, responsible for the cultural 
aspect and priceless collections of the Royal Institute of British Architects. His 
passions remain the cultures of the Mediterranean and sharing that enthusiasm 
with as wide a public as possible. From time to time Stephen has indulged another 
passion as a theatre producer or director, running the Old Vic for a while and 
teaching a masters degree at Sussex in writing for the stage or screen.
Stephen will be accompanying our ‘To the Lands of Gods & Heroes’ voyage.

Rosemary Legrand – Guest Speaker
Rosemary is a former nursery owner and daughter of the 
late George Hyde, who was a hybridist of azaleas and 
rhododendrons. Many of his award winning hybrid plants 
can be seen at the Royal Horticultural Society’s gardens at 
Wisley, Surrey, the de Rothschild rhododendron gardens 
at Exbury, Hampshire, and the National Trust Gardens 
at Kingston Lacy in Dorset. Rosemary had the honour of 

presenting H M The Queen with a collection of her late Father’s azaleas named after 
the Queen’s former Head Gardener, Fred Nutbeam, at Chelsea Flower Show in 1996.
Her enjoyment of photography is used to great effect in creating the atmosphere 
of the gardens she discusses in her range of illustrated talks. She has travelled 
extensively to gardens in many parts of the world, in particular the Mediterranean, 
to amass a substantial library of pictures. Rosemary is an experienced public speaker 
and has given presentations to a wide range of organisations since 1992. She is 
on the RHS Speakers Register, is a NAFAS Area Speaker, and wrote a number of 
contributions for the book, ‘1001 Gardens you must see before you die’ and a recent 
article for the Royal Horticultural Society ‘Rhododendron, Camellia and Magnolia 
2014 Year Book’.
Rosemary will be accompanying our ‘Spring in the Gardens of the 
Mediterranean’ voyage.
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Major JGH Corrigan MBE – Guest Speaker 
Commissioned from The Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst in 1962, Gordon Corrigan was an officer of the 
Royal Gurkha Rifles before retiring from the Army in 1998.  
He served mainly in the Far East (Malaya, Singapore, 
Borneo and Hong Kong), but also in Berlin, Cyprus, 
Belize and Northern Ireland. His last appointment was 
Commanding Officer of the Gurkha Centre in Hampshire.  

He is now a military historian and his latest book, Waterloo – a New History of 
the Battle and its Armies was published by Atlantic Books in 2014. To date he 
has been the presenter of five TV series dealing with various aspects of military 
history. He has conducted military history study tours in France, Belgium, Germany, 
Italy, Holland, Spain, Portugal, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Turkey, Egypt, Libya and 
Tunisia. He has lectured in the United States and is an Honorary Research Fellow 
of the Universities of Birmingham and Kent, a Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
a Member of the British Commission for Military History, a Freeman of the City of 
London and a Liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Farriers. 
Major JGH Corrigan MBE will be accompanying our ‘Byzantium & Beyond’ 
voyage.

Imogen Corrigan – Guest Speaker
After serving nearly twenty years in the British 
army and then gaining a 1st Class (Hons) degree 
in Anglo-Saxon and medieval history and art, 
Imogen Corrigan became a freelance lecturer and is 
NADFAS accredited. She also runs study tours and 
is studying part-time for a PhD. She covers a wide 
range of medieval and artistic history, starting with 

the baptism of Clovis in Rheims c.496 and going through to the Reformation 
of the 1530’s. Her history covers a geographical area from Ireland to Istanbul 
and from the Barents Sea to the Canaries. She is always interested in ideas, 
artistic techniques and motifs travelling, so we will – for example - be able 
to explore the links between Greek and Russian icons largely instigated by 
the great king of the Rus, Vladimir, who converted to Christianity in 988. She 
specialises in the symbolism revealed in medieval art, whether in churches or 
paintings, and uses art – usually church art – as the evidence in her research 
as much as possible. 
Imogen Corrigan will be accompanying our ‘Byzantium & Beyond’ 
voyage.

David Price Williams – Guest Speaker
David Price Williams has a first degree from the University 
of Wales in Ancient Near Eastern languages (Aramaic, 
Hebrew, Arabic etc.), with a subsidiary in Attic and Koine 
Greek.  His post-graduate work and his doctorate, from 
the University of London, is in Near Eastern archaeology. 
His first overseas archaeological field work in the eastern 
Mediterranean was in 1969 as a field surveyor at the 

classical site of Knidos in Turkey. He then worked for the Smithsonian Institution as 
an archaeological field surveyor on excavations in the Near East before directing 
his own field research in the same area through the early 1970’s. David has been 
associated with the eastern Mediterranean – Greece, Turkey, Jordan and the 
Near East for more than 40 years. He is deeply involved with all aspects of Near 
Eastern culture, history and archaeology. David has just retired after almost forty 
years lecturing on the Archaeology of Western Asia (Eastern Mediterranean) at the 
Institute of Archaeology for the University of London Extra Mural Department. He 
is the author and co-author of numerous academic papers on the area and several 
books. David has designed and lectured on many tours to Greece, Turkey and the 
Near East and is very familiar with the archaeological sites of Turkey, Syria, Egypt and 
Jordan. He is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society, an elected life member of 
the Society for Old Testament Studies as well as the Southern African Quaternary 
Research Association. 
David will be accompanying our ‘Passage through an Antique Land’ voyage.

Sir Roger Tomkys – Guest Speaker
Sir Roger Tomkys read Classics at Balliol College, 
Oxford and entered the Foreign Office in 1960. After 
Arabic Language training in Lebanon his first diplomatic 
posting was in Amman, Jordan, where he met and 
married his wife Margaret. During the next 30 years their 
postings included Benghazi (Libya), Athens and Rome, 
as well as spells in London before Roger was appointed 

Ambassador to Bahrain in 1981 and to Syria in 1984 and High Commissioner in 
Kenya in 1990. He retired in 1992 on election as Master of Pembroke College, 
Cambridge. After Pembroke he was Chairman of the Arab British Chamber of 
Commerce from 2004 until 2010. From undergraduate days, Roger has maintained 
his interest in the civilisations of Greece and Rome, knows well the Eastern 
Mediterranean, and was Chairman of the Anglo-Hellenic League for 6 years. His 
principal expertise is, however, the Arab World and its Islamic context. He taught 
and supervised modern Middle Eastern history at Cambridge and was President 
of the British Society for Middle East Studies. Within the wider region, Roger has 
been a particularly frequent and regular visitor to the Gulf from Kuwait to Oman, 
including almost all the Emirates of the UAE, through the enormous changes of the 
last 30 years. He and Margaret first made the sea passage through the Straits of 
Hormuz in the early eighties and were then able to travel extensively in Oman in its 
early years of development. 
Sir Roger Tomkys will be accompanying our ‘Arabian Odyssey’ voyage.

Jannie Cloete – Cruise Director 
Jannie, a native South African, grew up on a farm in the 
beautiful Mpumalanga Province. After obtaining a degree 
in Advertising and Public Relations, Jannie travelled 
extensively throughout Europe before returning home to 
pursue a career on land. During this time he met up with 
two cruise line entrepreneurs and joined their company 
as Public Relations Officer. It was during his first cruise 

season sailing around South Africa and the remote islands of the Indian Ocean 
that he found his sea legs – and his calling. Twenty years later, Jannie’s career as 
a Cruise Director has taken him to all seven continents, including participating in 
four expeditions on a Russian nuclear-powered ice breaker to the geographical 
North Pole. When not cruising, Jannie calls Johannesburg, South Africa, home. 

Neil Horrocks – Cruise Director
Neil has been at sea since 2001, a year after he graduated 
in Pure Maths from the University of Manchester. His time 
at sea has seen him experience everywhere from the Arctic 
to Antarctica and over the last 14 years has developed a 
passion for small-ship cruising. An accomplished pianist, 
Neil is very much an all-rounder, with a keen sense of 
humour and eye for detail. He is equally comfortable 

interviewing political heavyweights, driving Zodiacs ashore or even writing evening 
quizzes. When not at sea, Neil lives on the south coast of England and tries to enjoy 
following the misfortunes of his local football team, Brighton & Hove Albion, and 
visiting steam railways up and down the country.  
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Ships, especially little ships, have auras like people and 
houses. The aura is built up of many things. Human 
encounter is the main brace; add to this the company and 
shared experience, bad days and good, achievement and 
disappointment, even moments of danger. All this rubs off 
on the ship, growing with the places that she visits like richly 
colored beads threaded with string.
Keith Shackleton “Ship in the Wilderness”

The Voyages
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MS Island Sky off the coast of Santorini
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Spring in the Gardens of the  
Mediterranean
A springtime voyage from Istanbul to Naples aboard the MS Island Sky with Rosemary Legrand
8th to 22nd May 2016

Our journey begins in the endlessly fascinating city of Istanbul from where we weave 
our way across the Aegean enjoying the bountiful spring season when wildflowers 

cover the island hillsides and pepper the romantic ancient sites. Leaving the Aegean we 
enter the Ionian Sea exploring the islands of Kefalonia and Corfu before crossing to the 
heel of Italy and on to Sicily. Here, we explore historic eastern Sicily’s ancient sites and 
lovely gardens prior to sailing the Straits of Messina and out into the Tyrrhenian Sea. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Istanbul, Turkey. 
Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the MS 
Island Sky. Sail in the early evening.

Day 2 Canakkale. Today we call at 
Canakkale, our gateway for Troy, 
where ongoing archaeological 
excavations have revealed nine 
different layers of cities superimposed 
in rings on a massive mound rising 
above the Plain of Ilium. It was to 
one of these cities, as legend has it, 
that the Greeks fought the Trojans 
as told by Homer in the Iliad. We 
will walk the walls that held Helen of 
Troy and look down at the plain where 
Achilles dragged the dead body of 
Hector. Alternatively there will be an 
excursion to the Gallipoli Peninsula to 
see the World War I memorials which 
commemorate the famous battle of 
Gallipoli. 

Day 3 Delos & Tinos, Greece. This 
morning visit Delos, which though 
the smallest of the Cyclades, was 
once the political and religious centre 
for the whole Aegean. Birthplace of 
Apollo and Artemis, it boasted an 
oracle second only to that of Delphi. 
Explore the magnificent archaeological 
site including the marble sanctuary 
of Apollo. During lunch sail for Tinos 
one of the most beautiful islands 
in the Cyclades located between 
Andros and Mykonos. Today we 
will enjoy a scenic drive amongst 
the spring landscape and through 
the picturesque villages visiting the 
Kechrovouni Convent and the Venetian 
castle at Xomburgo before returning to 
the famous Church of Panagia which is 
home to the icon of the Virgin Mary.

Day 4 Sifnos & Folegandros. This 
corner of the Cyclades is far from the 

this Ionian island has great charm. We 
will visit the capital Argostoli and see 
the famous lighthouse before driving 
to the nearby Botanical Gardens which 
were founded in 1998 to display and 
preserve the wild and endemic plants 
of the island. We continue to Mount 
Ainos National Park, renowned for its 
dense forest of Kefalonian Fir trees but 
also endemic flowers. On a guided walk 
we will learn about the efforts made to 
protect the trees whilst searching for 
orchids and other wildflowers. We return 
to the MS Island Sky for lunch. This 
afternoon enjoy free time in Argostoli 
or alternatively join an excursion to 
one of the local vineyards for a tasting.

Day 8 Corfu. Our last call in Greece will 
be the cricket playing island of Corfu 
which Homer referred to as a “beautiful 
and rich land”. A morning guided 
tour will include the famous Byzantine 
Monastery of the Virgin at Paleokastritsa 
which is still inhabited by a community 
of monks. Spend some time in the 
serene monastery gardens that afford a 
splendid view over the turquoise waters 
of the bay. This afternoon visit Mon 
Repos Palace, the summer residence 
of the British Governors of Corfu which 
now houses a museum including many 
Ionian treasures. Our tour will continue 
with a  visit to Achilleion Palace, built 
by the Empress Elizabeth of Austria 
in the 1890 and later owned by Kaiser 
Wilhelm II. Explore the palace and 
gardens adorned with statues and 

routes of the big ships. After breakfast 
we will go ashore on the little known 
island of Sifnos with its traditional white 
houses, picturesque churches and 
narrow lanes and alleys. Our morning 
tour will include Apollonia, the islands 
tiny capital, the Virysianni Monastery 
and the village of Kastro, a delightful 
place to wander and admire the 
traditional architecture. Over lunch 
we sail to the little known island of 
Folegandros. Explore at leisure the 
clifftop capital of Chora, a wonderfully 
picturesque village with alleys lined 
with bougainvillea and hibiscus.

Day 5 Chania. Step ashore this morning 
on Crete and the pretty village of 
Chania. We will drive to the nearby 
Botanical Park and Gardens. Situated 
on a hillside, this vast garden suffered 
badly with the terrible fires of 2003 
although looking across this green oasis 
it is difficult to believe it suffered such 
devastation. Numerous paths wind their 
way through areas devoted to aromatic 
herbs, citrus orchards, tropical gardens, 
vineyards and endemic plants of Crete. 
In the afternoon explore at leisure the 
town of Chania, one of Crete’s loveliest 
towns with its picturesque Venetian 
harbour – a wonderful place to unwind.

Day 6 Olympia. After a morning at sea 
we arrive in Katakolon, our base for 
an afternoon excursion to Olympia. 
Pastoral and lush, Olympia’s plentiful 
ruins are shaded by Aleppo pines and 
olive trees. The fame of Olympia rests 
upon the Olympic Games. During 
the celebrations that accompanied 
the Games, competitors, while not 
forgetting that they were Athenians, 
Spartans or from other city states, 
remembered that they were Greeks 
and regarded an Olympic victory as 
the highest honour. We will see the 
gymnasium, the stadium and the 
palestra or wrestling school.

Day 7 Kefalonia. Made famous by the 
filming of ‘Captain Corelli’s Mandolin’ Taormina

Delos

The region of Campania in Southern Italy is a delight and a visit to the 
charming Island of Ischia is not to be missed. The itinerary has been planned 
for those who appreciate an interesting mix of history, gardens and landscapes. 
We will steer clear, whenever possible, of the over-crowded sites and mega 
resort ships, yet include some of the most interesting and beautiful places 
in the ancient world. It is the most perfect time of year: verdant gardens 
and landscapes awash with blossoms make for an idyllic journey aboard the 
wonderfully comfortable MS Island Sky.
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enjoy the spectacular view over the Corfu 
countryside. 

Day 9 Gallipoli for Lecce, Italy. 
Often referred to as the ‘Florence 
of Southern Italy’ because of its 
wealth of architectural treasures, 
Lecce’s Roman heritage is evident in 
the amphitheatre which was built to 
accommodate 20,000 spectators. Our 
tour today will include the sumptuously 
decorated Santa Croce Basilica 
and the impressive Piazza Duomo. 
Later this morning a private visit to 
Palazzo Tamborino-Cezzi, a privately 
owned 15th century palace has been 
arranged. Return to the MS Island Sky 
for lunch and enjoy an afternoon at sea 
as we sail to Sicily.

Day 10 Syracuse, Sicily. This city once 
rivalled Athens as the largest and most 
beautiful city in the Greek world. Our 
tour will begin in the Archaeological 
Zone and includes the well preserved 
Greek theatre. Paradise quarry is now 
an attractive garden and orange grove 
but was the primary source of limestone 
and the site is famous for the curious 
‘Dionysus Ear’, a vast grotto with an 
amplifying resonance. After lunch 
onboard we drive along the coast to the 
sixty hectare property of the Marquess 
of San Giulliano at Villasmundo for a 
private visit. Here we will find a stunning 
garden that surrounds the late 15th 
century fortified farm house. During 
May the garden will be at its best.

Day 11 Taormina & Stromboli. From 
the nearby port of Messina we will visit 
Taormina, a walled town lying in the 
shadow of Mount Etna. Popular since 
the 19th century as a holiday resort 
it nevertheless has some impressive 
sites including the Greek Theatre from 
where there are marvellous views over 
the town and coast. Return to the 
ship for lunch as we sail for the island 
of Stromboli, one of the most active 
volcanoes in the world with regular 
eruptions. We sail past this ‘Lighthouse 
of the Mediterranean’ on our way to 
Campania.

Day 12 Agropoli. Today we return to 
mainland Italy and the area known as 
Campania. It is a green and fertile area 
and famous for the production of buffalo 
mozzarella. The small port of Agropoli 
is a convenient location for our morning 
excursion to Paestum. Founded by the 
Greeks in 600 BC this well preserved 
and fascinating site was rediscovered in 
1752. On our half day tour we will see 

the impressive Temple Poseidon, the 
Basilica, Amphitheatre and Aethenian 
before spending some time in the 
museum, adjacent to the site. Return to 
the ship for lunch and choose to either 
enjoy an afternoon at leisure in this 
small historic town or join us as we visit 
a buffalo mozzarella farm, seeing the 
production of the cheese and sampling 
some of the final produce.

Day 13 Pompeii & Amalfi Coast. 
From our berth at Castellamare di 
Stabia we have a choice of excursions 
today. Either choose to visit Pompeii 
and walk the streets of the ancient 
Roman city which was destroyed by 
the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 
AD79 or alternatively enjoy a drive 
to the marvellous Amalfi Coast, 
stopping in Ravello where we will 
visit the magnificent Villa Cimbrone’s 
garden. Transformed in the early 
20th century by Lord Grimthorpe and 
Vita Sackville-West it is an essentially 
English style garden but with 
amazing views of the Amalfi Coast. A 
visit will also be made to Villa Rufolo 
which it is said inspired Wagner in 
his composition of Parisfal and has 
a garden referred to as “Garden of 
the soul”.

Day 14 Naples. Arrive this morning 
in Naples and see the Norman 
castle that protects the port and the 
backdrop of Vesuvius in the distance. 
We have a choice of activities today 
as you may choose to spend the 
day on the garden island of Ischia. 
We will travel to the island by ferry 
from Naples and on arrival on the 
island our focus will be La Mortella, 
a wonderful garden designed by 
architect Russell Page for Lord and 
Lady William Walton. Divided into 
two parts called the Valley and 
Upper Garden, the areas are linked 
by a network of paths and inviting 
walks from where you can enjoy 
the breathtaking views of the Bay 
of Forio. Spread over two hectares 
there are fountains, ponds, streams 
and scattered everywhere are water 
loving plants. We will have lunch in a 
local restaurant before enjoying free  
time to explore the main town. 
Alternatively enjoy a day in Naples 
where a morning tour will take us to 
Herculaneum. This wealthy Roman 
town was completely submerged 
by volcanic mud following the 
AD79 eruption of Vesuvius. Since 
its rediscovery in 1709, excavations 
have revealed beautiful public baths, 
villas and gardens of noble families, 
decorated with murals and floor 
mosaics, and the remains of a theatre. 
Return to the ship for lunch and enjoy a 
free afternoon in Naples. 

Day 15 Naples to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for your scheduled 
flight to London.

Corfu

Paestum

Amalfi coast

Pre-Cruise Istanbul Extension - 6th to 8th May 2016

For those who wish to spend time in the fascinating city of Istanbul 
before embarking the MS Island Sky we are offering a two night 
extension based at a centrally located hotel in the old town. The 
stay will be on a bed and breakfast basis and includes a half day 
tour of the main sites including the Hagia Sofia and Blue Mosque. 

Prices per person based on double occupancy
Twin: £425 Single: £625

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation with breakfast, half day city tour including 
lunch, transfer from airport to hotel and hotel to ship.  
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visa.

Ship to Shore: Please note that we will be at anchor in Delos, Chania and Agropoli 
and the vessel’s Zodiacs will be used to travel ashore.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 14 nights aboard the MS Island Sky 
on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
shore excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard team, transfers, port taxes, all gratuities, port 
taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visas.

Suite CategoryDeck
Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

Brochure Price
£6295
£6795
£7095
£7295
£7795
£8295
£8795
£9295
£9795

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy
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The Travels of Edward Lear
A journey in the footsteps of Edward Lear across the Adriatic, Ionian and Tyrrhenian Seas 
aboard the MS Island Sky with George Hart
18th to 30th June 2016 

Day 1 London to Dubrovnik, Croatia. 
Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival, 
transfer to the MS Island Sky and 
embark. We sail late this evening.  

Day 2 Kotor, Montenegro. This 
morning we will enter the stunningly 
beautiful Kotor Fjord in Montenegro. 
Be on deck to enjoy this lovely spot 
as we make our way up the fjord, past 
towering mountains to the town of 
Kotor. Step ashore within close walking 
distance of Kotor and enjoy a morning 
walking tour through the little courts 
and squares faced with Renaissance 
buildings to the 12th century cathedral 
of St Tryphon. This afternoon enjoy 
some free time in Kotor before we 
depart and cruise through some 
stunning scenery in the late afternoon.

Day 3 Vlore, Albania. During today’s 
full day excursion, drive to nearby 
Apollonia, the ancient city of Illyria. The 
city reached its zenith around the 4th 
to 3rd centuries BC when it is believed 
the population numbered over 70,000. 
See the city council building with its 
surviving facade, the library, triumphal 
arch and temple of Artemis. We 
drive inland to historic and beautiful 
Berat to view the collection of white 
Ottoman houses which climb up the 
hill to the castle, earning its title of 
‘town of a thousand windows’. This 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in its 
rugged mountain setting and towering 
minarets inspired Lear to paint some 
of his most engaging works in Albania 
which he visited in 1848 and 1857.

Day 4 Corfu & Paxos, Greece. Today, 
is devoted to Corfu and its islands 
where Lear spent many years during 
the British occupation that lasted from 
1815 to 1863. He found the beauty 
of the islands astonishing but was 
not fond of the British lifestyle. Be on 
deck as we approach Corfu Town for 
a wonderful view of the Old Fortress 
and then spend the morning exploring 
the town with its idyllic pastel coloured 
Venetian-era mansions and fine 
museums. We return to the vessel for 
lunch and sail out of Corfu Town for an 
afternoon of leisurely cruising along 
the eastern shore of Corfu and across 
to its tiny neighbour, Paxos. Take a 
stroll before dinner on this enchanting 
island of pines, olive groves and 

The ItineraryEdward Lear was one of the most 
prolific and well-travelled landscape 

artists of the nineteenth century and we 
have devised this unique itinerary aboard 
the MS Island Sky which will follow in 
his footsteps through the Mediterranean. 
The splendid legacy of his paintings 

and drawings can be seen as all the more remarkable when we 
consider that throughout his life he suffered from bronchitis, 
monthly epileptic fits, poor eyesight and on his numerous 
journeys to remote and dangerous destinations he had to contend 
with a terror of horses and severe sea-sickness. With the MS 
Island Sky as our base, we will follow some of his most exciting 
journeys in the lands around the Mediterranean Sea with special 
talks illustrated by his paintings and with extracts from his 
journals and letters (especially the delightfully light-hearted 
ones to his sister Anne) enabling us to hear his words from over 
120 years ago. One of Lear’s outstanding accomplishments 
was his journey through Albania where his stunning pictures 
revealed for the first time its rugged beauty to a wide audience. 
There he was particularly fascinated by the life in the bazaars 
of the town of Berat but also tells of his frustration at the local 
hostility to his sketching and of his escape from a pack of 
“odious hounds.” His landscapes of the Ionian Islands illustrate 
his brilliance in portraying nature, especially the twisting trunks 
and branches of trees. Elsewhere we can admire his mastery 
in depicting precipitous cliffs dashed by surging waves and 
dramatic ruins while one result of his sojourn in Sicily was his 
evocative portrayal of the Quarries of Syracuse forever tied to 
fate of the thousands of Athenians who perished, imprisoned 
there 2500 years ago. In many of the ports and destinations we 
visit we can share his moods, feelings and humour - but most 
of all enjoy the perceptive topographical art of the incredibly 
talented Edward Lear.

Agrigento

splendid beaches and in Galos admire 
the Venetian inspired architecture. 

Day 5 Preveza. Lear visited this 
region of north western Greece in 
1849, painting and sketching in Parga 
and Nicopolis. It is the latter which 
will occupy our morning as we learn 
of the Battle of Nicopolis in 31 BC 
in which the army of 100,000 led by 
Antony and Cleopatra were defeated 
by Octavian who marked his victory 
by building a great city. Amongst the 
ruins is one of the largest and best 
preserved Roman theatres in the 
Eastern Mediterranean. We return 
to the vessel for lunch and have the 
afternoon to explore this pretty yacht 
lined harbour town.

Day 6 Otranto, Italy. Our journey 
continues across the Ionian Sea to the 
heel of Italy and the port of Otranto. 
Once an ancient Greek colony and 
later a Roman port it is from here we 
take the short drive to Lecce, often 
referred to as ‘The Florence of the 
South’. Our guided walking tour in the 
old town takes us past a wonderful 
collection of Baroque palaces and 
churches decorated in the Leccese 
stone. 

Day 7 Crotone. Sail across the 
Gulf of Taranto to Calabria and 
the ancient city of Crotone. Lear 
travelled extensively in Southern 
Italy including Calabria and in 1847 
witnessed outbursts of the revolution. 
Our guided tour will begin in the 
old quarter with a visit to the Castle 
of Charles V and the cathedral. We 
then drive to nearby Capo Colonna 
where once stood the temple of Hera 
Lacinia. Or choose to travel inland to 
Santa Severina, a hilltop castle fortress 
surrounded by genteel dwellings, 
churches and tangled streets.

Day 8 Syracuse, Sicily. Lear arrived 
in Sicily in 1847 travelling overland 
from Palermo to Syracuse. Writing 
to his sister from Syracuse he told 
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her, ‘the vast quarries whence 
this enormous city was dug are 
now used as gardens, and being 
sheltered are really quite like 
paradise’. Lear’s work from this 
period included a five foot canvas 
entitled ‘the city of Syracuse from 
the ancient quarries where the 
Athenians were imprisoned’ which 
was exhibited at the Royal Academy 
in 1853. Our exploration of Syracuse 
which once rivalled Athens as the 
largest and most beautiful city in 
the Greek world will begin in the 
Archaeological Zone and a well 
preserved Greek theatre. Then onto 
Paradise Quarry, now an attractive 
garden and orange grove and 
site of the curious Dionysus Ear. 
In the afternoon stroll through the 
Medieval quarter of Ortygia. 

Day 9 Agrigento. Sailing along the 
south coast of Sicily we reach Porto 
Empedocle for our visit to nearby 
Agrigento. Lear wrote, ‘nothing of 
earth can be so beautiful as Girgenti 
(Agrigento) with its six temples. I 
speak of the old town and the flowers 
and birds are beyond imagination 
lovely’. Just as lovely today is the 
Valle dei Templi, a series of Doric 
temples and the most captivating 
of Sicilian Greek remains, and a 
grouping unique outside Greece. 
Enjoy an afternoon at leisure.

Day 10 Erice & Segesta. From our 
berth in Trapani we travel to the 
nearby town of Erice, famed in 
antiquity for its temple dedicated to 
the goddess of love, the Phoenician 
Astarte, Greek Aphrodite or Roman 
Venus. A tour will take us to this 
beautifully preserved Medieval 
town set high above the sea with 
views over Trapani and the Egadi 
islands beyond. This afternoon we 
continue to Segesta to view one of 
the grandest Doric monuments to 
survive, the unfinished temple dating 
from 424 B.C. which sits atop a hill.

Day 11 Lipari Islands. On Lipari we 
will find an amazing collection of 
ruins from the prehistoric through 
to the Roman period. Lipari town 
is a thriving small town, attractively 
located between two harbours. Our 
half day guided tour includes a visit 
to the Upper Town set within the 
fortress walls, a drive around the 
volcano followed by a visit to the 
Archaeological Museum which houses 
relics from nearby excavations. This 
afternoon is free for independent 
exploration before we sail in the late 
afternoon for the island of Stromboli, 
one of the most active volcanoes 
in the world with regular eruptions. 
We sail past this ‘Lighthouse of 
the Mediterranean’ on our way to 
Campania. Please note that the vessel 
will be at anchor today and Zodiacs 
will be used to access Lipari.

Day 12 Amalfi. From 1838 to 1848 
Lear spent a number of years in 
Rome and it was from here that he 
explored Italy both to the north 
and south of the capital. On our 
penultimate day of the cruise we can 
follow in his footsteps with a visit 
to Amalfi. According to his sister 
Ann, he liked to wander slowly in a 
stopping, prying, lingering mode of 
travel and where better to do this 
than the enchanting Amalfi Coast 
which he visited in 1838. Alternatively 
join a half day excursion to Paestum. 
Founded by Greeks in 600 BC this 
well-preserved and fascinating site 
was rediscovered in 1752. We will see 
the impressive Temple Poseidon, the 
Basilica, Amphitheatre and Aethenian 
before spending some time in the 
museum, adjacent to the site. Please 
note that the vessel will be at anchor 
today and Zodiacs will be used to 
access Amalfi.

Day 13 Rome to London. Disembark 
in Civitavecchia after breakfast and 
transfer to Rome for our return 
scheduled flight to London.

Amalfi coastPaxos

Otranto

Erice

Pre & Post Cruise Extensions

Dubrovnik Pre-Cruise Extension – 16th to 18th June 2016
Extend you stay with 2 nights in Dubrovnik at the Grand Villa 
Argentina (or similar). Enjoy a half day orientation tour of the old 
city before having time to explore independently or enjoy the 
hotel’s facilities.

Prices per person based on double occupany
Twin:£445  Single: £545

Price Includes: Two nights accommodation at the Grand Villa Argentina (or similar) on a 
bed and breakfast basis, half day orientation tour of Dubrovnik, airport to hotel and hotel 
to ship transfers. Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Rome Post-Cruise Extension – 30th June to 2nd July 2016
Rome was Lear’s favourite winter retreat and he spent many 
winters there in the company of artists and writers. After your 
cruise we are offering the opportunity to spend two nights in the 
city with tours that will include all ‘the must see’ places together 
with the special places Lear painted. Our itinerary will include a 
tour to Tivoli with its marvellously romantic gardens and a visit to 

the Villa Borghese overlooking Piazza del Popolo.

Prices per person based on double occupany
win:£575  Single: £655

Price Includes: Two nights accommodation in a centrally located hotel on a bed and 
breakfast basis, tours to Tivoli and Villa Borghese, ship to hotel and hotel to airport 
transfers. Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 12 nights aboard the MS Island Sky 
on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
shore excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard team and guest speaker, transfers, port taxes, 
gratuities.  
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Suite CategoryDeck
Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

Brochure Price
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

£5295
£5495

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

£6795
SOLD OUT

£7295

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy
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To the Lands of Gods & Heroes
A voyage of discovery through the Mediterranean & Aegean aboard the MS Island Sky with Stephen Phillips
30th June to 10th July 2016

Crossing the Ionian Sea, dipping into the Mediterranean and 
island hopping through the turquoise waters of the Aegean, 

our small ship will take us on a voyage through the playground of 
the Greek Gods learning of the myths and legends that surround 
these enchanted islands. To be on deck before breakfast as the ship 
approaches landfall, with the sun burning off the early mist is to 
experience one of the true delights of sea travel. To look forward to 
a day of exploration in good company, with knowledgeable leaders 
and lecturers, is still as enjoyable as ever it was, even in the days of 
the grand tour.  
 
This journey has been planned to reveal the history and legacy of the 
Greeks, from the emergence of the great Minoan and Mycenaean 
civilisations to the magnificent artistic and architectural achievements 
of the Byzantines. We will sail through turquoise waters, call into 
whitewashed villages, discover ancient sites and admire rugged 
landscapes with the added benefit of traversing the Corinth Canal. Our 
journey will conclude in one of the world’s most captivating cities, 
Istanbul, a fitting end for our voyage of discovery.

Basilica, Amphitheatre and Aethenian 
before spending some time in the 
museum, adjacent to the site. Please 
note that we may be at anchor today 
and therefore use the vessel’s Zodiacs 
or local tenders.

Day 3 Giardini Naxos for Taormina. 
We anchor this morning in Giardini 
Naxos, the oldest Greek settlement 
in Sicily dating from 735 BC and our 
base for our visit to Taormina, a walled 
town lying in the shadow of Mount 
Etna. Popular since the 19th century 
as a holiday resort it nevertheless 
has some impressive sites including 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Rome, Italy. Fly by 
scheduled flight. Arrive this afternoon 
and transfer to the MS Island Sky. Sail 
in the early evening.

Day 2 Agropoli. After a morning at sea 
we arrive in Campania, a green and 
fertile area famous for the production 
of Buffalo Mozzarella. The small port 
of Agropoli is a convenient location for 
our afternoon excursion to Paestum. 
Founded by Greeks in 600 BC this 
well preserved and fascinating site 
was rediscovered in 1752. On our 
half day guided tour we will see the 
impressive Poseidon Temple, the 

the Greek Theatre from where there 
are marvellous views over the town 
and coast. Also enjoy a walk into the 
Medieval quarter where we will see 
the 13th century cathedral and the 
15th century Palazzo Corvaja. After our 
tour you can choose to either return 
to the MS Island Sky for lunch and 
enjoy an afternoon in Giardini Naxos 
exploring the small town, relax on 
the local beach, or stay in Taormina 
before joining our shuttle bus back to 
the ship in the afternoon. Please note 
that we may be at anchor today and 
therefore use the vessel’s Zodiacs or 
local tenders.

Day 4 Syracuse. Syracuse once 
rivalled Athens as the largest and 
most beautiful city in the Greek 
world. Our guided tour will visit the 
Archaeological Zone and include the 
well preserved spectacular 15 000 
seat Greek theatre. Paradise quarry is 
now an attractive garden and orange 
grove but was the primary source 
of limestone and the site is famous 
for the curious ‘Dionysus Ear’, a vast 
grotto with an amplifying resonance. 
Alternatively, wander through the old 
town independently where you can see 
the remains of the Temple of Apollo, 
the Fountain of Arethusa and the 
Temple of Athena which is located in 
the cathedral. Return to the vessel for 
lunch and enjoy a relaxing afternoon 
at sea. Maybe join one of the onboard 
lectures or enjoy a book in the library 
as we sail to Greece.

Day 5 Olympia, Greece. After a 
morning at sea we arrive in Katakolon 
our base for our afternoon excursion to 
Olympia. Pastoral and lush, Olympia’s 
plentiful ruins are shaded by Aleppo 
pines and olive trees. The fame of 
Olympia rests upon the Olympic 
Games. During the celebrations that 
accompanied the Games, competitors, 
while not forgetting that they were 
Athenians, Spartans or from other city 
states, remembered that they were 

Greeks and regarded an Olympic 
victory as the highest honour. We 
will see the gymnasium, the stadium 
and the palestra or wrestling school. 
We will also explore the Altis, or 
sacred precinct of Zeus, which houses 
structures including the Temple of 
Zeus, one of the largest temples on 
the Greek mainland. We will end at the 
Archaeological Museum that houses 
some fine sculptures and artefacts 
from the site.

Day 6 Delphi & Corinth Canal. After 
breakfast we arrive in Itea from where 
we will depart on an excursion to the 
sacred site of Delphi, one of Greece’s 
most important sites of antiquity. The 
ruins here are exceptional. We will 
explore the Sanctuary of Apollo, site 
of the sacred Delphic Oracle and walk 
along Delphi’s Sacred Way, visiting the 
Treasury of the Athenians and the 5000 
seat theatre dating from the fourth 
century BC. Return to the MS Island 
Sky for lunch and an afternoon cruising 
before we transit the Corinth Canal in 
the early evening. Completed in 1893 
and only 6.4 kilometres long and 21.5 
metres wide, it is only small ships like 
ours which can now make this journey. 
Be on deck during the transit before 
dinner onboard this evening.

Day 7 Nafplio. Looking out across the 
translucent water of the bay towards 
the Arcadian Mountains, Nafplio’s 
sheltered location below a rocky 
headland and large natural fortress 
crowned by a Venetian castle is 
perhaps unrivalled in Greece. We will 
enjoy a scenic drive through the Argos 
Plain, once ruled by Agamemnon, 
conqueror of Troy, to the famous 
citadel of Mycenae. High above the 
confluence of two boulder-strewn 
ravines, Mycenae is entered by way of 
the Lion Gate. Once inside the gate, 
we will explore the Royal Palace, the 
shaft graves and the remains of the city 
walls. An archaeological briefing within 
the Treasury of Artreus (also known as 

Delphi



+44 (0)20 7752 0000 21

M
S Island Sky – To the Lands of G

ods &
 H

eroes

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 10 nights aboard the  
MS Island Sky on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and 
dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard team including guest 
speaker, transfers, all gratuities, port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance, Turkish visa.

Suite CategoryDeck Brochure Price Special Offer Price
Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

£4095
£4395
£4695
£4995

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

£6495
£6695
£6995

£4395
£4695
£4995
£5295

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

£6795
£6995
£7295

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

the Tomb of Agamemnon) will add to 
our understanding and appreciation 
of the sights. After lunch onboard, the 
afternoon will be at leisure.

Day 8 Delos & Paros. This morning 
we will visit Delos, which though the 
smallest of the Cyclades, was once 
the political and religious centre for 
the whole of the Aegean. Birthplace 
of Apollo and Artemis, it boasted 
an oracle second only to that of 
Delphi. Explore the magnificent 
archaeological site including the 
marble sanctuary of Apollo before 
sailing over lunch to Paros, famed 
for the marble that is drawn from 
the islands interior and used in the 
Venus de Milo statue. We will spend 
the afternoon in Parikia, a beautiful 
village of whitewashed houses and 
labyrinthine streets. Explore the 4th 
century Panagia Ekatondapyliani, one 
of the finest churches in the Cyclades, 
the fine Byzantine Museum and the 
Archaeological Museum including part 
of the Parian Chronicle, which lists the 
most outstanding artistic achievements 
of ancient Greece. Please note that 
we may be at anchor in Delos and 
therefore will use the vessel’s Zodiacs 
or local tenders.

Day 9 Patmos. One of the smaller islands 
in the Dodecanese, Patmos is the most 
sacred Greek Island for Christians as it 

was here St John received his revelation. 
This morning we will visit St John’s cave, 
now converted to a beautiful chapel 
and see where he lived and wrote the 
“Book of the Apocalypse”. We continue 
to Chora where we walk up the ancient 
pilgrim’s path to the town of Patmos 
which is clustered round the great 
fortified monastery of St John the Divine. 
The Library houses rare manuscripts and 
the Treasury displays one of the finest 
collections of Byzantine liturgical art in 
Greece, representing a period of more 
than 1000 years. After lunch onboard the 
afternoon will be at leisure.

Day 10 Dikili for Pergamum. From 
the port of Dikili we will drive inland to 
Pergamum with its splendid Acropolis 
towering above the valley of the Caicus 
River. This city, built by Alexander’s 
warring generals became one of the 
cultural capitals of antiquity. Today 
Pergamum is one of Turkey’s finest 
archaeological sites. Take a cable car 
up to the Acropolis to see the remains 
of the citadel and the city walls, the 
foundations of the Zeus Altar and the 
Royal Palace. Return to the MS Island Sky 
for lunch and enjoy a final afternoon at 
sea as we sail to Istanbul.

Day 11 Istanbul to London. Disembark 
this morning and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to 
London. 

Pergamum, Turkey.

Extend you stay in Istanbul with our two 
night package offering the chance to 
explore some of the highlights of the 
city.

The Itinerary 
Day 1 Istanbul. Disembark this morning 
and we will enjoy the sights of old 
Constantinople with visits to the 
Hippodrome and the great Byzantine 

church of Santa Sophia. Enjoy lunch in a local restaurant before checking into 
our hotel for a two night stay. The afternoon is free to explore at your own 
pace. Maybe look for a bargain in the Grand Bazaar, visit the fascinating Basilica 
Cistern. This evening is free to enjoy dinner independently in one of the local 
restaurants.
Day 2 Istanbul. Our morning tour will include a visit to Chora church; for the 
best Byzantine art, mosaics and frescoes in the city and a visit to the great 
Theodosian walls which protected the city for 1,000 years. Return to the hotel for 
a chance to relax and explore independently. Meet this evening for a farewell 
dinner.
Day 3 Istanbul to London. After breakfast in the hotel we transfer to the airport 
for our scheduled flight to London.

Price per person based on double occupancy
Twin: £545 Single: £695

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation on a bed and breakfast basis, 
excursions as per the itinerary, transfer from ship to hotel and hotel to airport, meals as 
described. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visa.

Blue Mosque

Istanbul Post-Cruise Extension - 10th to 12th July 2016

Paros

Nafplio

Paestum Delos
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Aegean Island Odyssey
Island Hopping through the Greek Isles aboard the MS Island Sky with Nigel McGilchrist
4th to 15th September 2016

September is the perfect month to visit some of the unspoiled islands, timeless villages 
and ancient sites of the Aegean with pleasant temperatures and an absence of high 

summer crowds. The main objective when planning this island hopping voyage was to 
explore some of the lesser visited islands where 3000 years of history can be viewed in 
relative peace and quiet. Some of the islands we have included are very difficult to access 
without relying on the local ferry network such as Fourni, Lipsi and Icaria and it is during 
our time on such islands that you will truly be able to appreciate the unique atmosphere and 
island life. When combined with the dramatic scenery and the clear waters of the Aegean, it 
is evident why this region has inspired writers, poets and artists since the time of Homer.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Istanbul, Turkey. 
Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the MS Island 
Sky. Sail this evening. 

Day 2 Lesbos, Greece. After a 
morning at sea we arrive at the island 
of Lesbos. We will spend the afternoon 
in the capital of Mytilini, a charming 
port with much character. See the once 
grand 19th century mansions, wander 
its jumbled ancient streets and see 
the imposing Byzantine Castle with its 
well preserved walls and underground 
tunnels built on a pine clad hill 
overlooking the city. We will return to 
the MS Island Sky via the vibrant market 
and remain in port until midnight 
allowing time for an after dinner stroll 
or aperitif in a local taverna.

Day 3 Chios. The birthplace of Homer, 
Chios remained a significant Aegean 
island into the Byzantine period, when 
the monastery of Nea Moni, with 
its 11th century mosaics was built. 
Homer mentions the island by name 
several times in the Odyssey, calling 
it “paipaloessa”, or craggy, a richly 
deserved epithet. The island is rich 
in ancient ruins and this morning we 
will visit the 11th century Monastery of 
Nea Moni, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site and one of the most important 
ecclesiastical monuments in Greece. 
The monastery sits majestically in 
a wooded vale and is decorated 
throughout with exquisite frescoes 

and mosaics. Return to the MS Island 
Sky for lunch and this afternoon 
there is the choice to either relax and 
explore Chios Town independently, 
maybe visiting the Genoese Castle 
or the public gardens near Vounaki 
Square or alternatively join us on a 
tour to the south of the island where 
we visit the beautifully preserved 14th 
century fortress village of Mesta and 
the elaborately decorated houses of 
Pirgi enjoying time to wander through 
their maze like streets. On our return 
journey to the vessel we will see the 
islands famed mastic trees from which 
the resin has been used for centuries 
for medicines, gum and in the local 
masticha liqueur and there will be time 
to enjoy an evening ashore before we 
set sail.

Day 4 Samos. Overnight we will sail 
the short distance to Samos which lays 
claim to be the birthplace of Hera, 
the mathematician Pythagaros and 
philosopher Epicurus. From the port 
of Vathy we will visit the excellent 
archaeological museum with one of the 
richest collections in Greece including 
the five metre tall Kouros rescued from 
the Hereion and dedicated to the god 
Apollo. Continue to the Sanctuary 
of Hera, the second largest temple 
ever built in Greece dating from the 
6th century B.C. before arriving at the 
charming village of Pythagorio. Return 
to the MS Island Sky for lunch and 
enjoy a free afternoon and evening 

and it was here that St. John received 
his revelation. This morning we will 
make our way to the grotto of St. 
John. This small cave, now converted 
into the beautiful chapel, is where 
the Saint lived, had his revelation 
and wrote ‘Book of the Apocalypse’. 
From here continue to the village of 
Chora, with its simple houses and 
Byzantine churches and climb to the 
Monastery of St. John the Theologian. 
Upon entering into the courtyard, 
admire the intricate pebbled laid 
floor, decorated arches and frescoes 
adorning the entrance to the chapel 
of Christodoulos. Return to the MS 
Island Sky for lunch and this afternoon 
and evening is free to explore the 
picturesque town of Skala or maybe 
enjoy a swim at a nearby beach.

Day 7 Lipsi & Leros. Today we can 
use our small ship to visit two of the 
less visited islands of the Dodecanese. 
At just eight kilometres long, the tiny 
island of Lipsi is popular with yachts and 
has avoided the development of many 
surrounding islands. It is a wonderful 
place to spend a few hours walking 
amongst the whitewashed houses or 
take the opportunity to visit a local 
beach for a swim. Over lunch we cross 
to nearby Leros, the island of Artemis 
the God of hunting where we enjoy an 
afternoon exploring the island. From the 

in Vathy when you may wish to learn 
about the local wine production at the 
museum of Samos wines, visit a local 
beach or wander through the historic 
quarter of Ano Vathy.

Day 5 Icaria and Fourni. According to 
Greek myth Icaria was created when 
Ikarus crashed into the sea after flying 
too close to the sun. Today it is one 
of the least developed but visually 
dramatic Greek islands with beautiful 
coves, deep valleys and hidden 
beaches. On a morning scenic drive we 
will explore the villages and discover 
why the islanders here have a longer 
life expectancy than anywhere else 
in Europe. The island is also revered 
as the birthplace of Dionysos, the 
God of wine and we plan to visit one 
of the local vineyards. Enjoy lunch 
onboard as we sail to one of the best 
kept secret islands in the Aegean, 
Fourni. Once a haven for pirates who 
enjoyed the island’s remote setting 
and little changed for centuries, it has 
a wonderfully peaceful atmosphere. 
Enjoy a free afternoon to walk up 
from the harbour to the charming 
main square and enjoy a drink whilst 
watching island life.

Day 6 Patmos. Of all the Greek 
islands, Patmos is the most sacred to 
Christians both Orthodox and Western 

Samos

After many years’ experience of operating cruises in the region, we believe 
we have the perfectly balanced itinerary with a well-balanced mix of guided 
excursions and time at leisure to explore the charming villages independently or 
perhaps visit a nearby beach. We have planned some late departures from port, 
which afford the opportunity to enjoy dining ashore and enjoy a stroll in some 
towns which are are particularly atmospheric in the evening. Owing to the fact that 
our small ship can moor centrally, we have the added advantage of being able to 
access the towns and villages by foot in many of the ports of call instead of long 
coach transfers. Whether you are interested in ancient history or simply enjoy 
cruising amongst beautiful scenery, this voyage has a lot to offer.
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village of Lakki we drive to the capital, 
Platanos to see the Pandeli Castle 
which overlooks Agia Marina offering 
wonderful views from the ramparts to 
the harbour below and islands beyond. 
Also learn about the fierce fighting that 
took place here during World War II and 
visit the fascinating war museum and 
tunnels in Merikia. We remain in Leros 
until late for anyone wishing to enjoy an 
evening ashore.

Day 8 Kos. According to Myth, Kos was 
the homeland of the Giants. The island 
has given to the world Hippocrates, 
father of medicine, Pythagoras, and 
the 4th century painter Apelles. We 
will drive the short distance to the 
Asklepion, the infirmary of Antiquity, 
which was constructed in the 4th 
century B.C. Among the ruins are part 
of the Doric Temple of Aesculapius, the 
altar and the Stoa which housed the 
famous Hippocrates Medical School. 
After lunch onboard you have the 
afternoon to explore Kos Town at your 
own pace, maybe head to the once 
impregnable Castle of the Knights, 
the 3rd century B.C. Agora, see the 
museum housing fine mosaics or simply 
relax at one of the cafes in the squares.

Day 9 Nisyros & Simi. Arrive this 
morning in the pretty port town of 
Mandraki on the small island of Nisyros. 
You may wish to enjoy a relaxing 
morning wandering through the village 
and climb to the Monastery of Panagia 
Spilanior or visit the archaeological 
museum. Alternatively join the drive 
to the Polyvotis Volcano named after 
the Titan imprisoned under the rock of 
Nisyros during the battle with the gods. 
Here we will learn more of the legends 
and have the chance to walk into the 
caldera. Over lunch sail to Simi, a small, 
mountainous and much indented 
pretty island. The harbour of Gialos is 
particularly attractive and we have an 
afternoon to enjoy some time to stroll 

through the colourful cobbled streets. 
The Simians were famous boat builders 
and are mentioned in the Illiad as 
sending boats to assist the siege of 
Troy but are better known today for 
their sponge diving.

Day 10 Rhodes. Our tour this morning 
will take us to the ancient Acropolis 
of Lindos. From here the views of 
the Pelagus and St Paul’s Bay, where 
the apostle anchored during his 
voyage to Ephesus, are stunning. The 
medieval walls which guard Lindos 
were constructed by the Knights of 
St John. This afternoon there will be 
the opportunity to relax onboard or 
explore Rhodes Town at leisure before 
sailing in the late evening.

Day 11 Kastellorizo. Our final 
call in Greece is the tiny island of 
Kastellorizo, a gem of a place. A Greek 
possession and technically part of the 
Dodecanese, it is a long way east of 
Greece and only two kilometres from 
the Turkish coast. However with few 
ferry connections it is well off the main 
tourist routes. Spend the morning 
exploring the delightful harbour and 
enjoy the absolute peace and beauty 
of the island. During lunch we start 
our journey to Cyprus and enjoy an 
afternoon at sea. Please note that 
we will be at anchor for our visit to 
Kastellorizo and will therefore utilise 
the vessel’s Zodiacs.

Day 12 Limassol, Cyprus to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to Larnaca for our scheduled flight to 
London. 

Please note that whilst we anticipate 
that we will be berthing alongside 
in most of the ports of call on this 
itinerary, it may be necessary to drop 
anchor on some days in which instance 
the vessel’s Zodiacs will be used to 
access the shore. 

Chios

Rhodes island

Pre-Cruise Istanbul Extension - 2nd to 4th September 2016

For those who wish to spend more time in 
Istanbul you can join our extension which 
includes two nights accommodation at a four 
star hotel. 

The Itinerary 
Day 1 London to Istanbul. Fly by scheduled 
flight. Arrive this afternoon and transfer to our 
hotel for a two night stay. The remainder of 
the day and evening are free for independent 
exploration.

Day 2 Istanbul. After breakfast in the hotel enjoy the sights of old Constantinople 
with visits to the Hippodrome and the great Byzantine church of Santa Sophia. The 
afternoon is free to explore at your own pace. Meet this evening for dinner in one 
of the local restaurants.
Day 3 Istanbul. Enjoy a free morning before meeting for lunch and an afternoon 
tour to Topkapi Palace. In the late afternoon we transfer to the harbour to embark 
the MS Island Sky.

Prices per person based on double occupancy
Twin: £545 Single: £695

Price Includes: Two nights accommodation at a centrally located hotel in Istanbul on a bed 
and breakfast basis, excursions and meals as per the itinerary, transfers from the airport to 
the hotel and from the hotel to the MS Island Sky.  
Not Included: Travel Insurance, Turkish visa.

Icaria

Patmos

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 11 nights aboard the MS Island Sky 
on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
all shore excursions, Noble Caledonia Cruise Director, Tour Manager and Guest Speaker, 
transfers, port taxes, all gratuities. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visa.

Suite CategoryDeck Brochure Price Special Offer Price
Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SOLD OUT
£5395
£5595
£5795

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT
£5095
£5295
£5495

SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
SOLD OUT
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Byzantium & Beyond
Circumnavigate the Black Sea aboard the MS Island Sky with Imogen Corrigan & Major JGH Corrigan
18th to 29th October 2016

The great salt-water Black Sea has seen settlements on its 
shores for nearly 3000 years which along with the wars 

of the 19th and 20th centuries have all greatly influenced the 
surrounding lands, making the Black Sea one of the most 
fascinating and historically rich regions in the world.  
 
Join us aboard the MS Island Sky as we explore these unique shores. We begin our 
voyage in Istanbul and from the Golden Horn follow the Turkish coast to Trabzon 
(Trebizond) before crossing to Georgia where the richness of its culture reflects 
the influence of Greeks, Byzantines, Persians, Turks and Mongols. Georgia’s 
‘Golden Age’ reached its height between the reigns of David the Builder and his 
granddaughter Queen Tamara in the 11th and 12th centuries.  
 
From Georgia we follow the coastline to Russia’s premier resort and spa, Sochi. 
Here the microclimate produces wonderful year round weather and a lush 
countryside. After a day at sea which will be filled with fascinating lectures by 
our two onboard guest speakers, we reach Odessa, the historic city founded by 
Catherine the Great at the mouth of the great River Dnieper, following which we 
arrive in Constanta, Romania, an ancient metropolis and Romania’s largest sea 
port. Finally we reach Nessebur, a delightful Bulgarian town with a fascinating 
history before our cruise ends where it all began, in the captivating city of Istanbul.  
 
Such a journey as this would be totally impractical by any means other than 
a cruise. Whether your interest lies in ancient or military history, architecture, 
literature, contemporary politics or just in visiting some of the most atmospheric 
and fascinating places on earth, the Black Sea has a lot to offer. Local guides 
and our onboard guest speakers will contribute greatly to our enjoyment and 
understanding of this intriguing corner of the world where East meets West.

Day 1 London or Manchester to 
Istanbul, Turkey. Fly by scheduled 
flight. Transfer to the MS Island Sky 
and embark in the late afternoon. 

Day 2 Bartin, Turkey. From the port 
of Bartin in ancient Paphlagonia, we 
have a choice of excursions today. 
The morning tour will include a drive 
along the coast to nearby Amasra 
(ancient Sesamus) which is located on 
a headland in between two bays. We 
will explore the attractive old town 
which was founded by the Milesians 
in the 6th century B.C. and later 
became an important possession 
of both Byzantium and Genoa. See 
the Genoese citadel and learn more 
about its Greek and Roman past. 
Alternatively join a full day tour to 
the UNESCO site of Safranbolu, 
a preserved Ottoman style town 
named for its prominence in saffron 
production. On a walking tour we 
will visit the market place, the streets 
where copper makers, iron makers 
and Turkish delight makers work, 
the Mosque and a Turkish Hammam 
all from the time of Suleiman the 
Magnificent. Our tour willl end at a 
typical Safranbolu house which is now 

an ethnographical museum. Enjoy 
lunch in an Ottoman caravanserai 
before returning to the MS Island Sky.

Day 3 Sinop. Founded by the 
Greeks in the 7th century B.C. Sinop 
flourished as a Black Sea port on 
the caravan route. On a walking 
tour we will discover this walled city 
including the 13th century Alaaddin 
Mosque, constructed after the Seljuk 
conquest of the Sinop Province. The 
architecture is typical of the Seljuk 
period consisting of a rectangular 
plan featuring five domes. A fountain 
adorns the courtyard, which also 
contains ancient tombs. In the same 
period the town saw the construction 
of Sinop prison to honour the memory 
of Sultan Keykavus, who conquered 
Sinop in 1214. On our tour of the old 
jail, which stands behind the ruins of 
the town’s inner castle, we will learn 
about the types of crimes committed 
by the inmates and the conditions 
they endured here. We will then 
enjoy some free time to explore. You 
may wish to visit the Archaeological 
Museum of Sinop with a collection 
of objects dating from the Hittite, 
Hellenistic, Phrygian, Roman and 

The Itinerary

Byzantine periods or the Ethnography 
Museum. Return to the MS Island 
Sky for lunch and enjoy an afternoon 
cruising.

Day 4 Trabzon. Trabzon is a gateway 
to Eastern Turkey and Iran which was 
founded in the 7th century BC. On a 
morning excursion we drive through 
the picturesque mountain scenery to 
Sumela to see the dramatic Byzantine 
monastery carved out of a sheer rock 
face in the Pontic Alps. After lunch 
onboard we discover the church of 
Aya Sofia (1200) and the old town of 
Trabzon, then travel to the outskirts to 
visit Ataturk’s lovely villa. 

Day 5 Batumi, Georgia. Enjoy a day 
amongst the sights and sounds of 
charming Batumi. Enjoy a full day 
excursion to visit Gonio Fortress dating 
back to the first century AD as well as 
the botanical garden “Dendrarium” 
with its unique landscape and views. 
A visit to the bustling farmer’s market 
reveals the local produce. Enjoy a 
delicious Georgian lunch followed 
by an exhilarating performance of 
dance and song by the Adjara State 
Assembly. Complete the day in central 
Batumi seeing the promenade and 
golden statue of Medea.

Day 6 Sochi, Russia. We have a day 
to explore delightful Sochi, framed by 
the Caucasus Mountains and famous 
for its marvellous climate and health 
spas. On a morning tour we will visit 
the Dagomy’s tea plantation, the most 
northerly in the world where we learn 
about the cultivation processes and 
challenges before having the chance 
to enjoy a local brew. Return to the 
ship for lunch and this afternoon we 
visit Stalin’s Dacha, built in 1937 as his 
summer residence it remains intact as 
it was in Stalin’s time.

Day 7 At sea. 

Day 8 Odessa, Ukraine. Founded by 
Catherine the Great in 1794 following 
the Russian victory over the Turks, 
Odessa today is a busy port and 
popular resort. On our tour we will 
see the famous Promenade Primorsky 
Boulevard and the Potemkin Steps. 
This afternoon is free to explore at 
leisure before we hope to enjoy a 
concert this evening at the acoustically 
perfect Opera House (please note 
that Opera House schedules are not 
confimed until a few weeks before our 
call into Odessa). Return to the ship 
tonight where we moor overnight.

The old casino in Constanta
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Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel from either London Heathrow or 
Manchester, 11 nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a full board basis including wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including guest speaker, transfers, port taxes, gratuities, Russian Group Visa. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance, Turkish visa.

Suite CategoryDeck Brochure Price Special Offer Price
Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£5495
£5695
£5995
£6395

SOLD OUT
£7495

SOLD OUT
£7995
£8395

£4745
£4945
£5245
£5645

SOLD OUT
£6745

SOLD OUT
£7245
£7645

Day 9 Odessa. Recall the city’s former 
splendour this morning by visiting 
two of Odessa’s many mansions. Visit 
the mansion built for Count Pototsky 
between 1824-1828 which now houses 
the Odessa Fine Arts Museum with a 
fine collection of Russian and Ukrainian 
Art. After a short drive you will reach 
the Gagarin Mansion, designed by 
Otton in the middle of the 19th century 
for the nobleman, Prince Gagarin. This 
now houses the Museum for Russian 
& Ukraine Literature. Tour the museum 
before enjoying a superb violin recital 
in the Golden Hall. Return to the 
ship for lunch and enjoy a relaxing 
afternoon at sea.

Day 10 Constanta, Romania. At 
breakfast we arrive in Constanta, 
known as Tomis to the Greeks but 
named Constanta by the Romans. 
Choose this morning to stay in 
Constanta and enjoy a tour to include 
the excellent Archaeological Museum 

including a visit to the Treasury to 
see the gigantic 3rd century Roman 
Mosaic. Later, stretch your legs 
with a walk along the Black Sea 
waterfront promenade. Alternatively 
join a full day tour to Bucharest. We 
will explore the main sights of the 
city and see the boulevards with 
their decidedly French style.

Day 11 Nessebur, Bulgaria. After 
a morning at sea we will arrive 
in the ancient town of Nessebur, 
a delightful place to spend an 
afternoon. A guided tour of the 
town will include the 5th century 
Bishopric, the 12th century St 
Stephen’s church and some of the 
traditional-style houses.

Day 12 Istanbul, Turkey to London 
or Manchester. Disembark after 
breakfast and transfer to the airport 
for our scheduled flight to London 
or Manchester.

Sumela Monastery, Trabzon

Amasra

Odessa Cathedral

Opera House, Odessa

Golden Statue of Medea, Batumi

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £750 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Pre-Cruise Istanbul Extension - 16th to 18th October 2016

For those who wish to spend more time in Istanbul you can join our 
extension which includes two nights accommodation at a four star 
hotel on a bed and breakfast basis, a half day tour including Hagia 
Sofia and the Basilica Cistern, transfers from airport to hotel and 
hotel to MS Island Sky. 

The Itinerary 
Day 1 Istanbul. Fly by scheduled flight and arrive this afternoon. Transfer to a 
centrally located hotel for a two night stay.
Day 2 Istanbul. After breakfast in the hotel we will embark on a guided city tour 
enjoying the sights of old Constantinople with visits to the Hippodrome and the 
great Byzantine church of Santa Sophia. Return to the hotel in the late morning and 
this afternoon is free to explore at your own pace. We will meet this evening for 
dinner in a local restaurant.
Day 3 Istanbul. Our morning tour will include a visit to Chora church and the great 
Theodosian walls which protected the city for 1000 years. After lunch we continue 
to the Topkapi Palace before transferring to the MS Island Sky.

Prices per person based on double occupancy
Twin: £545 Single: £695

Price Includes: Two nights accommodation at a centrally located hotel in Istanbul on a bed 
and breakfast basis, excursions and meals as per the itinerary, transfers from the airport to the 
hotel and from the hotel to the MS Island Sky. Not Included: Travel Insurance, Turkish visa.
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Passage Through an Antique Land
A voyage from the Golden Horn to the Red Sea aboard the MS Island Sky with David Price Williams
29th October to 15th November 2016

October sees the MS Island Sky weighing anchor in the 
Bosphorus and heading for the Aegean on an odyssey that 

includes Troy, Ephesus, Rhodes, some of the most magnificent 
ancient sites in Lycia and then crosses the Eastern Mediterranean 
to Cyprus. Here our European journey ends as we head for 
Egypt and Jordan for a week of exploration in the most endlessly 
fascinating places on our planet.   
From Alexandria, famous for the site of the Pharos Lighthouse, 
one of the World’s Seven Ancient Wonders, we will continue on 
to the Suez Canal. After our transit of the canal, we visit Cairo 
before the MS Island Sky follows the Egyptian Red Sea coastline 
to Safaga and from here we will travel through the desert to the 
temple at Luxor and the Valley of the Kings. Due to the wealth of 
ancient wonders there are in Luxor, we will overnight in a hotel 
allowing for an evening visit to the magnificent Karnak Temple. 
Leaving Egypt we sail to Jordan where we disembark for our 
three night overland exploration which includes the iconic scenery 
of Wadi Rum and Petra, surely one of the most interesting and 
visually exciting places in the Near East.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Istanbul, Turkey. Fly 
by scheduled flight. On arrival transfer 
to the MS Island Sky.

Day 2 Troy. Today we call at Canakkale,  
our gateway for Troy, where ongoing 
archaeological excavations have 
revealed nine different layers of cities 
superimposed in rings on a massive 
mound rising above the Plain of 
Ilium. It was to one of these cities, as 
legend has it, that the Greeks fought 
the Trojans as told by Homer in the 
Iliad. Our tour follows the excavations 
made by Heinrich Schliemann, the 
archaeologist who discovered Troy 
and “Priam’s Treasure”, the jewels that, 
Schliemann claimed, were worn by 
Helen of Troy.

Day 3 Kusadasi. Arriving at Kusadasi 
at breakfast time we drive to the 
nearby ancient city of Ephesus, a 
stunning and partially excavated site 
where digging has been taking place 
for over a century. 

Day 4 Bodrum & Kos. Arrive at 
breakfast time in Bodrum where 
our morning excursion will explore 
the Crusader Castle of St Peter 
which now houses the fascinating 
Museum of Underwater Archaeology 
and the site of the Mausoleum of 
Halicarnassus, one of the Seven 

Wonders of the World. Sail over 
lunch to Kos. The island has given 
to the world Hippocrates, father of 
medicine, Pythagoras, and the 4th 
century painter Apelles. We will drive 
the short distance to the Asklepion, 
the infirmary of Antiquity, which 
was constructed in the 4th century 
BC. Among the ruins are part of the 
Doric Temple of Aesculapius, the 
altar and the Stoa which housed the 
famous Hippocrates Medical School.

Day 5 Rhodes, Greece. This historic 
island was known in antiquity for its 
schools of philosophy, rhetoric and 
sculpture. On a guided tour explore 
the Old Town, one of the great 
medieval towns of the Mediterranean, 
whose labyrinthine streets give way 
to airy and bright plazas. Learn more 
about the Crusader Knights of St John 
and walk the Street of the Knights with 
their mosaics, elaborate doorways, 
balconies and coats of arms. This 
afternoon is at leisure.

Day 6 Kastellorizo & Kas. The tiny 
island of Kastellorizo is a gem of a 
place. Spend a few hours exploring 
the delightful harbour, a Crusader 
Castle and the monastery of St 
George on the Mountain. Enjoy the 
absolute peace and beauty of the 
island. Sail during lunch to the nearby 

century BC, before continuing to see 
the well preserved Roman mosaics 
at the House of Dionysus in Paphos. 
Return to the vessel for lunch and 
enjoy an afternoon at leisure.

Day 9 At sea. We have a full day at 
sea as we sail to Egypt. 

Day 10 Alexandria, Egypt. Alexandria, 
founded in 331 BC by Alexander the 
Great and known as the “Pearl of 
the Mediterranean”, is our base for 
a choice of excursions today. Staying 
in the city we will visit the Library of 
Alexandria. The original library, one 
of the largest and most significant 
libraries and a major centre of learning 
in the ancient world, was destroyed by 
fire in the 1st century AD with some 
historians believing up to 500,000 
scrolls and books were lost. The library 
has been rebuilt on the same site and 
houses four museums including those 
dedicated to antiquities, manuscripts 

Turkish port of Kas, a delightful 
fishing town on a beautiful bay at 
the foot of the Taurus Mountains 
where the Aegean meets the 
Mediterranean. Kas is largely unspoilt 
and as you walk up from the port 
you will see narrow streets lined 
with beautiful Ottoman houses with 
flowered balconies and traditional 
painted doors. See the rock-cut 
tombs that date to the 4th century BC 
and the impressive Lycian Tomb also 
dating back to the 4th century B.C. 
Please note we will be at anchor off 
Kas and will use the vessel’s Zodiacs.

Day 7 Aspendos & Perge. From our 
berth in Alanya our tour will take us 
to the principal Roman ruins along 
Turkey’s southern coastal region. We 
visit the ancient city of Aspendos, 
whose amphitheatre, built in the 2nd 
century A.D. is considered the best 
preserved in the Mediterranean. Dating 
from 1000 B.C. the city of Aspendos 
was a major port and the most 
important centre in the region during 
the 5th century BC. After lunch ashore 
we continue to Perge which also dates 
back to 1000 BC. See the Basilica of 
Perge, which played an important role 
in the spread of Christianity, the 2nd 
century A.D. stadium. 

Day 8 Limassol, Cyprus. This morning 
we arrive in Cyprus where, after 
breakfast, we join an excursion to 
Paphos. On the way we will visit the 
Temple of Aphrodite, which was 
an important pilgrimage place of 
the ancient Greek world with some 
remains dating back to the 12th 

Kastellorizo
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and scientific discoveries. Alternatively 
there will be an early start for our 
excursion into the desert to El Alamein 
and to the site of one of World War 
Two’s most significant battles. View 
the battlefield, the CWGC Cemetery 
and Alamein station, which is little 
changed since 1942.

Day 11 Suez Canal. Leave Port Said 
at breakfast time and begin the day 
long transit of the Suez Canal and the 
Great Bittar Lake to the port of Sokhna 
where we moor overnight.

Day 12 Cairo. Today will be a long but 
rewarding day as we make an early 
start for Cairo. Our first call will be at 
Giza, where the pyramids of Chephren 
and Cheops rise from the desert 
alongside the Great Sphinx. We will 
have time to walk around the site as 
our local guides bring the history to 
life. After lunch in a local restaurant 
we continue to the famous Egyptian 
Museum of Antiquities.

Day 13 Luxor. Enjoy a relaxing 
morning at sea before we arrive 
in the Red Sea port of Safaga at 
lunchtime. In the early afternoon we 
will disembark and drive through the 
desert to Luxor often described as the 
world’s greatest open air museum. On 
arrival we transfer to the Steinberger 
Hotel (or similar) where we will stay 
overnight. Enjoy dinner in the hotel 
restaurant before we transfer to the 

Karnak Temple and enjoy the “sound 
and light show” which highlights the 
dramatic history of ancient Thebes. 
We will learn about the construction 
of the temple, the largest religious 
building ever built. 

Day 14 Luxor. After breakfast in the 
hotel we enjoy a morning on the West 
Bank. We will use motor boats to cross 
the Nile before driving to the tombs 
of the Pharaohs in the Valley of the 
Kings. This remote valley was chosen 
as a burial place by pharaohs between 
1550 and 1069 BC and contains 63 
royal tombs. In the visitors centre we 
can see models of the site and learn 
about the Carter expedition that 
discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun 
before we visit the tombs themselves. 
After our visit we continue to the 
impressive mortuary temple of Queen 
Hatshepsut, the first known female 
monarch. In the early afternoon we 
return to the ship in Safaga.

Day 15 Aqaba, Wadi Rum & Petra, 
Jordan. Disembark the MS Island 
Sky this morning and drive to Wadi 
Rum forever linked with Lawrence of 
Arabia. We will visit the small museum 
where we will learn of the Bedouin 
culture and wildlife of the region 
before embarking our 4x4 wheel drive 
vehicles for our excursion into the 
desert. We will see the Seven Pillars 
of Wisdom, Alamelah inscriptions, 
ancient rock drawings and Siq um Al 
Tawaqi. We will enjoy a Bedouin lunch 
before we continue our journey to 
Petra where we transfer to our hotel 
for a two night stay.

Day 16 Petra. This morning we will 
explore the breathtaking Nabatean 
City of Petra which was carved out 
of the rose-red sandstone about 
2000 years ago. We will walk past the 
Obelisk Tomb before walking through 
the Siq, a narrow 1.2 kilometre gorge 

Wadi Rum

AspendosPetra

For those who wish to 
spend more time in 
Istanbul you can join 
our extension which 
includes two nights 

accommodation at a four star hotel 
on a bed and breakfast basis, a half 
day tour including Hagia Sofia and the 
Basilica Cistern, transfers from airport 
to hotel and hotel to MS Island Sky.

Prices per person based  
on double occupancy
Twin: £395 Single: £595
Not Included: Travel Insurance, Turkish visas.

Pre-Cruise Extension 
Istanbul 

that leads to Petra’s most impressive 
monument, the Treasury, which 
was carved out of the pale reddish 
sandstone in the 1st century BC. We 
will then return to the hotel for a free 
afternoon or alternatively for the more 
active you can remain at the site and 
climb the 900 steps to the 1st century 
AD Monastery with its remarkable 
views over Wadi Araba. 

Day 17 Madaba. After breakfast drive 
to Madaba, home of the famous 
Byzantine mosaics. We will see the 
most significant of the city’s treasures, 
the wonderful mosaic map of Palestine 
on the floor of the Church of St 
George. We continue to Mt Nebo 
which is believed to be the burial site 
of Moses and the point from where 
he viewed the Holy Land. We will see 
the stunning mosaic floors built by 
Christians in the 4th century. After a 
local lunch we will transfer to our hotel 
for an overnight stay.

Day 18 Amman to London. After 
breakfast in our hotel we will transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to 
London. Arrive this afternoon.  

M
S Island Sky – Passage Through an A

ntique Land

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 13 nights aboard the MS Island Sky 
on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
shore excursions, onboard team including tour manager and guest speaker, overnight 
hotel accommodation in Luxor, two nights hotel accommodation in Petra and overnight 
hotel accommodation at the Dead Sea on breakfast only basis, lunch and dinner on days 
15 to 17, transfers, port taxes, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visas.

Suite CategoryDeck
Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

Brochure Price Special Offer Price
SOLD OUT

£7795
£7995
£8295

SOLD OUT
£8995
£9495

£11095
£11795

SOLD OUT
£7045
£7245
£7545

SOLD OUT
£8245
£8745

£10345
£11045

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £750 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

Pyramid and Sphinx at Giza
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Arabian Odyssey
A cruise along the Arabian Peninsula aboard the MS Island Sky with Roger Tomkys
18th to 30th November 2016

Come with us to a corner of the world that has fascinated 
travellers for centuries. Our cruise aboard the all-suite MS 

Island Sky offers a comprehensive look at an area richly influenced 
by its ancient history and recent wealth. The diverse nature of 
the people, customs and the landscapes they inhabit, make for an 
enthralling experience as we venture through the mosaic of lands 
bordered by vast deserts, through green wadis and pass in the 
shadow of spectacular mountains. The contrast of old and new is 
staggering, from the ancient villages and souks of the old towns to 
the magnificent cities of glass and steel, which include some of the 
world’s most impressive, modern buildings.   
All this will be achieved with great ease aboard the MS Island Sky, 
an ideal vessel for serious exploration. With just 100 or so like-
minded souls, we are able to explore in a way that is impossible 
from aboard a large cruise vessel. The shimmering waters of 
the Gulf should make for a comfortable journey with pleasant 
temperatures and the obvious bonus of having a ship for our base, 
rather than a sequence of hotels, leaves us free to relax and enjoy  
all the marvellous sights that surround us.   
The itinerary has been planned in great detail and the cruise 
includes all shore excursions. Joining you onboard will be our Guest 
Speaker who will add much to your experience and knowledge of 
the region. We will combine visits to old mosques, archaeological 
sites, timeless forts and citadels with modern city centres such as 
Abu Dhabi and Dubai. An overnight call to Muscat gives plenty of 
time to explore fascinating Oman. For those looking for something 
a little different this trip offers a wonderful opportunity to explore in 
some depth an area which in the main has been thankfully neglected 
by the world of mass tourism.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Salalah, Oman.  
Fly by scheduled indirect flight. 

Day 2 Salalah. Arrive this afternoon 
and transfer to the MS Island Sky. The 
remainder of the day will be at leisure. 
Moor overnight.

Day 3 Salalah. Benefitting from the 
Indian summer monsoon, Salalah, 
Oman’s second city in the Southern 
Omani region of Dhofar is a surprisingly 
lush corner of the Arabian Peninsula 
which has long been associated with 
frankincense. Ancient cities such as 
Samahran were trading throughout 
Arabia over 3000 years ago from 
the ports of the region. Today as we 
explore the region we will see the 
trees which grow in the wadis around 
Salalah and we will drive out of Salalah 
towards the north and the isolated 
Nabi Ayoub, Prophet Job’s tomb, 
which is located high in the mountains 
offering wonderful views towards the 
plains below. Returning to the coast 
to the west of Salalah we will see the 
blowholes at Mughsail Beach and drive 
the Sarfait Road, a wonderful feat of 
engineering which climbs 1000 metres 
with a series of hairpin turns. From the 
wadi at the top we will have views over 
the coast and into the interior. Return 
to the MS Island Sky for lunch and this 
afternoon spend time in Salalah. See 
the Shanfari Mosque with its exquisite 
artwork and stained tiles and the Al 
Husn Souq where we can purchase 
frankincense crystals and typical Dhofari 
frankincense burners. We will also visit 
the Al Baleed museum which showcases 
the cities prosperous past before sailing 
in the evening.

Day 4 At sea. Enjoy a relaxing day at 
sea as we continue our journey around 
the Omani coast.

Day 5 Masirah Island. Spend the 
morning on Masirah Island located 
15 kilometres from the Omani coast. 
Whilst close to the mainland, it still 
offers a desert island experience 
with little development and limited 
on shore facilities. The main draw to 
the island is the resident wildlife with 
four species of turtle laying eggs on 
the island over the course of the year. 
Meanwhile over 300 species of birds 
are found in the mudflats, beaches 
and offshore islets including flamingos 
whilst gazelles graze in the interior and 

the surrounding waters are home to 
dolphins and whales. After landing by 
ship’s Zodiac, we will enjoy an island 
drive before returning to the ship for 
lunch and an afternoon cruising.

Days 6 & 7 Muscat. We will enjoy two 
days in and around the capital city of 
Muscat during which time there will 
be a number of guided excursions. 
The city tour of Muscat will include 
the Grand Mosque, Muttrah Souk 
and the fascinating Bait al Zubair 
Museum situated in a converted 
townhouse which exhibits Omani 
Heritage with photos and traditional 
handicrafts and furniture. We also 
pass the Sultans Palace “Al Alam” 
which is flanked by two 16th century 
Portuguese forts. On a full day 
excursion we will drive inland through 
fascinating scenery to see some of 
the most impressive forts in Oman 
starting at the sultanate of Nizwa, 
Oman’s ancient capital where we 
find the 17th century fort which has 
a unique 40 metre tall round tower. 
We will continue to Jabrin Castle built 
in 1675 as a centre of learning for 
astrology, medicine and Islamic Law 
before continuing to Bahla. Bahla is 
renowned for being one of the most 
comprehensive walled cities in the 
world and part of these battlements 
include the impressive 12th century 
fort. Alternatively, for the more 
adventurous there will be an optional 
overnight excursion to the Wahiba 
Sands. We take the coastal route 
visiting the fishing village of Quriyat 
and picturesque Wadi Arabayeen 
before heading to the vast mass of 
undulating red and white sands with 
dunes rising up to 200 metres. Home 
to the nomadic Bedu people we will 
be welcomed into their homes and 
learn about their way of life. We will 
then spend the night in a camp in 

Muscat
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SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE UP TO £1000 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME

M
S Island Sky – A

rabian O
dyssey

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 11 nights aboard the  
MS Island Sky on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with  
lunch and dinner onboard, shore excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard team including 
guest speaker, transfers, port taxes, gratuities.
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visas, optional overnight excursion to Wahiba Sands.

Suite CategoryDeck Brochure Price Special Offer Price
Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SOLD OUT
£5995
£6295
£6595
£7295
£7995
£8495
£8995
£9495

SOLD OUT
£5495
£5695
£5895
£6495
£7095
£7495
£8495
£8895

30th November to  
2nd December 2016  
If you would like 
to spend some 
time in Dubai after 

disembarking the MS Island Sky we 
are offering a two night post cruise 
extension staying at a five star hotel 
on a bed and breakfast basis. The 
extension includes transfers from the 
MS Island Sky to the hotel and from 
the hotel to airport.

Prices per person based  
on double occupancy
Twin: £425 Single: £695

Not Included: Travel Insurance, visas.

Post-Cruise Extension 
Dubai

the desert enjoying a typical dinner. 
On our return journey to Muscat we 
will drive through Wadi Bani Khalid, a 
collection of plantations and villages 
embedded in the mountains and fed 
by a natural spring which feeds the 
abundant vegetation.

Day 8 Khor Fakkan & Fujairah, UAE. 
After a morning at sea we arrive 
into Khor Fakkan at lunchtime. This 
afternoon we will drive north from 
the port of Khor Fakkan to see the Al 
Badiya Mosque. This modest structure 
dates back to 1446 and is believed to 
be the oldest mosque in the UAE. We 
will continue to Fujairah, the largest 
town on the east coast and a business 
and commercial hub. We will visit the 
museum containing archaeological 
finds from Bidya, Bithnah and Qidfa 
including vessels and arrowheads 
proving life has been here for over 
3500 years. Meanwhile the 16th 
century fort is draped on a rocky 
outcrop overlooking Fujairah’s old 
village. After a chance to explore the 
local fruit, fish and vegetable market 
we will return to the ship.

Day 9 Musandam Peninsula, Oman. 
Awake this morning in Khasab, our 
base for our day in the beautiful 
Musandam Peninsula, often referred 
to as the “Norway of Arabia”. This is 
without doubt the most dramatic of all 
mountainous locations in the Gulf and 
a difficult region to visit other than by 
sea. Here, Bedouin boatmen will take 
us upon their dhow to explore the 
spectacular arid, fjord-like landscapes. 
Here we hope to see cormorants and 
terns that inhabit the cliffs, whilst if we 
are lucky dolphins may accompany us 
on the journey.

Day 10 Abu Dhabi, UAE. Arrive this 
morning for a full day in the capital of 
the United Arab Emirates. Choose from 

a morning tour where we will discover 
the remarkable Sheik Zayed Grand 
mosque. With 80 marble domes held 
aloft with 1000 pillars and punctuated 
by four 107 metre high minarets, this 
snow white mosque is an impressive 
site. We continue to the Heritage 
Village where we can have a glimpse of 
life in the pre-oil days, see craftsmen at 
work and displays of Bedouin jewellery 
and clothing. Return to the ship for 
lunch and enjoy a free afternoon to 
explore further. Alternatively join a full 
day excursion to the Oasis city of Al 
Ain, the birthplace of Sheikh Zayed 
with its markets, forts, museums and 
a famous date palm oasis. We will see 
the Al Ain Palace Museum which was 
Sheikh Zayed’s residence from 1937 to 
1966, explore the courtyards and see 
the rooms where he received guests. 
Also discover the archaeological park, 
the ancient irrigation systems and walk 
in the water green oasis. We end at the 
chaotic camel market, an immersion 
into traditional Arabic culture before 
returning to our ship.

Day 11 Sharjah. Sharjah is 
renowned for its elegant mosques 
and museums and tagged as the 
cultural capital of the UAE. On a 
morning excursion we will pass by 
the University of Sharjah before 
exploring the Museum of Islamic 
civilisation. Here in a converted souk 
we will explore 1400 years of Islamic 
art and artefacts with ceramics, 
armour, woodwork and jewellery 
on display. Meanwhile the galleries 
display different aspects of the Five 
Pillars of Islam. We will return to the 
MS Island Sky via the Blue Souk. 
This afternoon is free to either relax 
onboard or return to Sharjah where 
you may wish to visit the Maritime or 
Archaeological Museums, the souks 
or walk in the Heritage area with its 
historic buildings..

Day 12 Dubai. Today we  
arrive in bustling modern Dubai. 
However on a morning tour we 
will explore the historical districts 
with time in the Al Fahidi Historical 
neighbourhood where we walk the 
labyrinthine lanes lined with century 
old buildings built by textile and 
pearl merchants. Today the area is a 
haven for artists with small galleries 
and shops. We will then take a local 
abra water taxi across the creek 
to Beira where we will explore the 
lanes of the spice and gold souqs 
selling everything from frankincense 
and chillies to all kinds of jewellery 
imaginable. Return to the ship for 
lunch and this afternoon is at leisure 
for you to explore at your own pace. 
Maybe visit the Burj Khalifa, the 
world’s tallest building, the Jumeirah 
Mosque or one of the cities excellent 
museums.

Day 13 Dubai to London. Disembark 
this morning and transfer to the airport 

Musandam Peninsula

Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque, MuscatAl Bidyah Mosque, Fujairah

for our scheduled flight to London. 
Arrive this evening.

Abu Dhabi
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In the Wake of the Dhows 
A voyage from Oman to Sri Lanka aboard the MS Island Sky
9th to 23rd December 2016

For those looking for something a little different, our voyage from 
Muscat to Colombo offers a wonderful opportunity to escape to 

warmer climes over the winter and explore in some depth a region 
which has fascinated travellers for centuries and some places which 
have thankfully been mostly neglected by the tourism world.   
After two days of exploration in the Arabian Gulf, we enjoy a relaxing 
day at sea as we head for Indian shores, our journey mirroring 
countless past voyages of Arab dhows that have sailed from all 
points of Arabia to India, trading spices, materials and all manner 
of luxurious and exotic goods. We explore some fascinating places 
in the state of Gujarat, places which are off the well-trodden tourist 
path and difficult to explore independently including Porbandar from 
where you can choose to visit the Gir National Park with its diverse 
wildlife and the former Portuguese island of Diu. Continuing along 
the Indian coast we call into Mumbai where we have allowed for an 
overnight stay given all there is to see and experience in the energetic 
city. In contrast to bustling Mumbai we will moor overnight for a 
two day visit in Cochin, an ancient city of islands which has for 
centuries attracted traders and adventurers from Europe and the Orient 
and where we will spend time in the serene backwaters of Kerala. 
Our penultimate port of call is Trivandrum before a final relaxing 
afternoon is spent onboard crossing to Sri Lanka from where you can 
return to London or join our extension which explores some of the 
island’s many wonders.   
All this will be achieved with great ease aboard the MS Island Sky, 
an ideal vessel for serious exploration. With just 100 or so like-
minded souls we are able to explore in a way that is impossible 
from aboard a large cruise vessel. Joining you onboard will be guest 
speakers who will add much to your experience and knowledge of 
this fascinating region.

Traditional Dhows, Indian Ocean

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Muscat, Oman. Fly 
by scheduled flight. Arrive this evening 
and transfer to the MS Island Sky. 
Enjoy a welcome drink before settling 
into your cabin. Moor overnight.

Day 2 Muscat. We have a choice of 
excursions today in Muscat. Choose 
to spend time exploring the city 
including the Grand Mosque, Muttrah 
Souk and the fascinating Bait al Zubair 
Museum situated in a converted 
townhouse and which exhibits Omani 
Heritage with photos, traditional 
handicrafts and furniture. We also 
pass the Sultan’s Palace “Al Alam” 
which is flanked by two 16th century 
Portuguese forts. Alternatively on a full 
day excursion we will drive inland past 
Omani landscapes to see some of the 
most impressive forts in Oman. We will 
start in the sultanate of Nizwa, Oman’s 
ancient capital where we find the 
17th century fort which has a unique 
40 metre tall round tower. We will 
continue to Jabrin Castle built in 1675 
as a centre of learning for astrology, 
medicine and Islamic Law. 

Day 3 Sur. The port of Sur has been 
on seafarers’ maps for centuries, as 
both an important port and historic 
shipbuilding centre. Dhows built 
here traded and plundered the East 
African coastline and islands of the 
Indian Ocean. Today, it is a quiet and 
picturesque town with a peaceful air. 
All along the coast fishermen land 
their catches of swordfish and tuna. 
Our tour will take us to a dhow yard 
where vessels are still made without 
a plan or blueprint as well as the fish 
market and the impressive restored 
Sineslah Fort where you can enjoy 
views over the town and coastline. 
Please note we will be at anchor today 
and will use the vessel’s Zodiacs.

Day 4 At sea. A relaxing day spent 
onboard as we sail to India.

Day 5 Porbandar, India. After a 
morning at sea we arrive in India in the 

state of Gujarat which is well off the 
usual tourist route. Porbandar was a 
thriving port during the Mughal period 
before being taken by the Portuguese 
in the 16th century. Today it is better 
known as the birthplace of Mahatma 
Ghandi in 1869. After clearing through 
Indian immigration we will explore 
this vibrant bustling town. Discover 
Kirti Mandir, the family house where 
Ghandi was born and enjoy a tuk 
tuk ride to visit the Hindu temple 
dedicated to Sudama, a friend of Lord 
Krishna. Return to the ship in the late 
afternoon and moor overnight.

Day 6 Porbandar. For our second 
day in Porbandar we have a choice of 
excursions. The keen birders can enjoy 
time at the Gosabara Wetlands Bird 
Sanctuary on the city’s outskirts which 
offers a breath taking view of large 
flocks of flamingos, Dalmatian and 
Demoiselle pelicans, cranes, pintails 
and various other duck varieties. 
Gosabara has recorded 225 different 
varieties of birds in the area, a large 
number of them migrating during the 
winter months and attracted to the 
flooded marshlands in the region. You 
may prefer a full day tour to Junagadh, 
an ancient fortified city at the base of 
the holy Girnar Hill. We will explore 
the stronghold of Uparkot Fort which 
contains the Jama Masjid Mosque 
and offers wonderful views to the 
hill behind. The fort area dates back 
to the Gupta and Mauryan empires 
but rose to prominence in the Rajput 
and Sultanate eras of the 9th-15th 
centuries AD. Discover the Buddhist 
caves dating back to Ashoka’s era, 
see the exterior of the resplendent 
Mahabat Maqbara Mausoleum and 
visit Durbar Hall of the 19th century 
Junagadh rulers. 
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Alternatively choose an optional 
overnight excursion to Gir National 
Park, home to the Asiatic Lion and 
one of the oldest protected areas in 
India. As well as the lions which in the 
2015 census numbered 523, the park is 
home to diverse animal and bird life. 
The sambar, the largest Indian deer, 
as well as the Nilgal antelope can 
be seen along with langur monkeys 
and 250 different bird species, look 
out for the Asian Paradise flycatcher 
and black hooded Oriol. A selected 
area of the park is open to visitors on 
organised safaris and your tracker will 
try to spot well camouflaged birds and 
mammals as well as the Asiatic Lion. 
Those joining the overnight excursion 
will disembark in Porbandar on day 
6 and drive four hours inland to Gir. 
Enjoy a late afternoon and morning 
safari before returning to the vessel 
in the afternoon of day 7 in Diu (three 
hour drive). 

Day 7 Diu. Our final call in Gujarat is 
the former Portuguese island colony 
of Diu, the first landing point of the 
Parsis who fled from Persia. The island, 
just 13 kilometres long by 3 kilometres 
wide was an important trading post 
from the 14th to 16th centuries when 
the Ottoman Turks controlled the 
shipping routes in the Arabian Sea and 
before being ceded to the Portuguese 
in 1535. Diu was a Portuguese colony 

from 1531-1961 and is now part of 
the Union Territories. The relaxed 
atmosphere and tranquil streets reflect 
its colonial history and contrast with 
other Indian towns. Enjoy a morning 
exploring the impressive coastal 
Portuguese fort, the Baroque church 
of St Paul and the colourful morning 
market. After lunch onboard maybe 
return out to visit one of the local 
beaches or wander the quiet streets of 
Diu old town. Those who have taken 
the excursion to Gir National Park will 
return to Diu this afternoon. Sail this 
evening. Please note we will be at 
anchor today and will use the vessel’s 
Zodiacs.

Days 8 & 9 Mumbai. Awake this 
morning in Mumbai, a cluster of seven 
islands which were first home to the 
‘Koli’ fisherman, who still occupy 
parts of the city shoreline today. 
Mumbai was derived from ‘Mumba’ 
the name of the Hindu goddess 
‘Mumbadevi’ and ‘Aai’ – Mother 
in the local Marathi language. First 
ceded to Portuguese, the British 
Government took possession of the 
islands in 1665 before leasing them 
to the English East India Company 
who founded the port and saw the 
city grow in size and importance. Over 
the next day and a half we will explore 
the city and surroundings. On a city 
tour we will drive past the prominent 

landmarks of the city visiting the 
Gateway of India, Mani Bhavan, the 
former residence of Mahatma Gandhi 
when he stayed in Mumbai from 1917 
to 1934, Iskon Krishna Temple and 
Dhobi Ghat where we can observe 
the vast open air Indian laundry. We 
will travel to Gharapuri Island, better 
known as Elephanta Island and view 
the remarkable caves designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. This 
labyrinth of cave temples feature 
courtyards, shrines, remarkable statues 
and vibrant sculptures that date from 
the 5th to 7th century AD. Finally we 
experience the sights and sounds of 
everyday Mumbai life as we head to 
Churchgate station and watch the 
famous Dabbawalas known for their 
accurate delivery of lunch boxes 
to thousands of people residing in 
the suburbs of Mumbai and coming 
to work in the city. It is a highly 
specialised trade that is over a century 
old and which has become integral 
to Mumbai’s culture. We will sail on 
the afternoon of day 9 and enjoy an 
afternoon cruising to Goa. 

Day 10 Goa. In the 15th century 
Goa was the largest trading centre 
on India’s west coast and when 
the Portuguese arrived in the early 
16th century it was their plan to set 
up a colony to seize the control of 
the spice trade. Goa remained a 

Goa

Diu

Kerala

Cave temples , Elephanta Island

Escape to
warmer climes 
over the winter  
and explore  
in some depth  
a region
which has 
fascinated 
travellers for 
centuries.
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Portuguese colony until 1961 when 
she became the 25th state of the 
Indian Republic. Whilst famous for 
her beautiful beaches Goa offers 
wonderful architecture with a mixture 
of Hindu and Catholic styles, unique 
history, rich culture and pretty natural 
scenery. On our tour we will explore 
Old Goa with its fine Basilica of Bom 
Jesus and the neo classical Church 
of St Cajetan before continuing to a 
spice plantation where the cultivation 
of cardamom, chilli, cloves and 
coriander can be seen. We will enjoy 
the smells and tastes whilst we learn 
about their uses in Indian life.

Day 11 Mangalore. In the 14th and 
15th centuries Mangalore traded 
with Persian and Arab merchants 
and was fought over by the Nayaka 
princes and the Portuguese. In the 
18th century its control was contested 
by Haidar Ali and his son Tipu Sultan 
on the one hand, and the British 
on the other. The influences of its 
turbulent history are still apparent 
in the cosmopolitan attitude and 
diverse religions that exist here. 
Today it is a business and commercial 
centre and is India’s ninth largest 
cargo handling port exporting 75% 
of the country’s coffee and the bulk 
of its cashew nuts and spices. We will 
learn about the cashew processing 
industry, visit Gokarnath Temple and 

the remarkable St. Aloysius Chapel, 
with a fascinating series of intricate 
paintings that cover virtually every 
square inch of the interior ceiling and 
walls. Created over a period of two 
years by Brother Antonio Moscheni, 
an Italian artist, the chapel with its 
magnificent art work is one of the 
city’s hidden gems.

Days 12 & 13 Cochin. Cochin is 
an extraordinary city with strong 
influences of Portuguese, Chinese, 
Arab, Dutch and British cultures still 
much in evidence today. We have 
two full days to enjoy this intriguing 
Malabar port. Visits will include 
the serene Kerala backwaters at 
Alleppey where we will board a 
local boat for a cruise past colonial 
warehouses and coconut thatched 
houses. We will have time in Cochin 
to explore the curious mix of cultures 
and religions that together, with its 
strong trading past in spices and 
silks, make a fascinating city. Discover 
Mattancherry Palace with its ornately 
decorated rooms including some 
marvellous ancient murals. We see 
the oldest European church in India, 
St Francis and the ruins of the fort. 
We will also spend time in a local 
village discovering traditional crafts 
and enjoy a short tuk tuk ride. On our 
first evening as we moor overnight 
also enjoy a Kathakali performance 

onboard after dinner. Based on 
the subject from the Ramayana, 
Mahabharata and stories from Saiva 
literature, Kathakali is one of the main 
forms of classical dance drama of India 
and indigenous to Kerala.

Day 14 Trivandrum. Our last call in 
India is the Keralan port of Trivandrum. 
Built over seven hills, the ‘city of the 
sacred serpents’ retains some of old 
Kerala’s ambience, with its pagoda 
shaped buildings, red-tiled roofs 

and narrow winding lanes. There is 
much to see here and on our morning 
excursion we will include the old 
fort area around the 260 year old Sri 
Padmanabhaswamy Temple. Return 
to the ship for lunch and enjoy an 
afternoon cruising to Sri Lanka.

Day 15 Colombo, Sri Lanka to 
London. Disembark this morning  
and transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London. Arrive  
this evening.

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 14 nights aboard the MS Island Sky 
on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
shore excursions, Noble Caledonia onboard team, transfers, port taxes, gratuities. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visas, optional overnight visit to Gir National Park 
(limited places available. Twin price per person £325; Single price £395).

Suite CategoryDeck Brochure Price Special Offer Price
Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£6795
£6995
£7195
£7395
£7695
£8195
£8695
£9795
£9995

£6295
£6495
£6695
£6895
£7195
£7695
£8195
£9295
£9495

Trivandrum
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In the Wake of the Dhows Post-Cruise Extension - 23rd to 29th December 2016

Day 1 Colombo, Pinnawala & Kandy. 
Disembark the MS Island Sky after 
breakfast and drive to Pinnawala 
Elephant Orphanage which was 
opened in 1975 with a handful of 
orphaned elephants. The orphanage 
was the first of its kind in the world 
to feed, nurse and house young 
elephants that have lost or been 
abandoned by their mothers. Enjoy 
lunch in a local restaurant before 
continuing to Kandy where we transfer 
to the Earl’s Regency Hotel for a two 
night stay. 

Day 2 Kandy. This morning we drive 
to Peradeniya to visit the Royal 
Botanical Gardens which were first 
started by King Kirthi Sri Rajasingha 
in the 1700s and span a total area 
of 150 acres. We explore the well-
tended landscaped lawns, pavilions, 
palms, the orchid house and the 
impressive giant Javan fig tree. After 
lunch we explore Kandy. We visit the 
marketplace and the famed Temple of 

the Tooth, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site which is commonly known as Sri 
Dalada Maligawa and is the most 
sacred temple in Sri Lanka. It is an 
important shrine for Buddhists as it 
houses the tooth relic of Lord Buddha 
and is famous for its carvings and 
the beautiful art that is unique to Sri 
Lanka. We end with a cultural show 
of traditional drumming and music. 
We return to the hotel for a special 
Christmas Eve dinner at the hotel.

Day 3 Kandy to Kandalama. Enjoy 
breakfast in the hotel before we 
transfer to Matale situated in the 
agricultural zone of the Central 
Province. This has been an important 
region for the islands crops from 
tea and rubber to spices. You may 
wish to visit one of the spice farms 
and learn their therapeutic values 
over a refreshing cup of herbal tea. 
Alternatively spend some time in the 
town’s market. We will enjoy lunch in 
a local restaurant before continuing 
to Kandalama our base for the next 
two nights. The hotel is situated in 
the forest on the lake surrounded by 
wildlife and nature. This afternoon you 
may choose to relax by the pool or 
join one of the hotel naturalists on a 
walk through the jungle to the Aligala 
Caves or Kandalama Rock with views 
over to Dambulla and Sigiriya. Dinner 
is included at the hotel this evening.

Day 4 Polonnaruwa and Minneriya. 
After breakfast we head out to the 

Colombo

Kandy
Peradeniya

Pinnawala

Kelaniya

Polonawurra
Kandalama

MinneriyaSigiriya

SRI LANKA

Matale

Marco Polo described Sri Lanka as the finest island of its size in 
the world when he arrived there in 1265 and we are delighted 

to be offering the opportunity to discover the many wonders of the 
island during our cruise extension which discovers both ancient and 
natural sites. 

ancient city of Polonnaruwa. This 
Medieval city was declared the capital 
of the island in 1070 and made a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
1982. Highlights are the Royal Palace 
complex including the King’s Palace 
and Audience Hall, the Quadrangle 
with its concentration of ancient 
heritage and the spectacular Gal 
Vihare complex of four massive 
images of the Buddha. We enjoy 
lunch nearby before continuing to 
Minneriya. The park spread over 8800 
hectares is a sanctuary for elephants 
and also home to herds of deer and 
birdlife. Watch carefully as herds of 
elephants, one by one, roll on to 
the grass-covered banks, to feed on 
tender shoots. Return to Kandalama 
and enjoy dinner in the hotel.

Day 5 Sigiriya & Colombo. Drive this 
morning to Sigiriya Rock easily the 
most iconic UNESCO World Heritage 
Site of Sri Lanka. Atop this epic stone 
lies a citadel built by King Kashyapa 
who fearing his brother ruled from 
above. Accompanied by a harem of 
women, King Kashyapa spent his days 
in various different sections of the 
citadel including a large bath pool 
and meditation areas. Legend states 
that his harem threw themselves 
off the rock when King Kashyapa 
fell, but live forever in the form of 
frescos found in the inner cave walls. 
Enjoy lunch before driving back to 
Colombo this afternoon. On arrival 
transfer to the Taj Samudra Hotel 
for our two night stay and meet for 
dinner tonight.

Day 6 Colombo. After breakfast in 
the hotel we drive to Kelaniya an 
active Buddhist temple, built on a 
site believed to have been visited by 

The Itinerary

the Buddha himself, over 2000 years 
ago. Artistic highlights of the temple 
are the very fine carvings and lovely 
frescoes, fascinating geometrically 
patterned ceiling paintings, and 
three important images of Buddha 
- two in a sitting position and one 
in a reclining pose. After lunch we 
return to Colombo and enjoy a city 
tour including the floating market at 
Pettah, Independence Square and 
the Gangarama Temple. 

Day 7 Colombo to London. This 
morning transfer to the airport for 
your scheduled flight to London. 
Arrive this afternoon.

Prices per person based  
on double occupancy

Twin: £1495 Single: £1995

Price includes: Two nights hotel 
accommodation in Colombo, Kandy and 
Kandalama on a bed and breakfast basis, 
lunch and dinner daily, all excursions with 
English speaking guides, all gratuities, 
airport and hotel taxes, Noble Caledonia 
Tour Manager.  
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visa.

Temple of the Sacred Tooth, Kandy

Colombo Elephants, Pinnawala

Sri Lanka to the Seychelles 
pre-cruise extension -  
16th to 23rd December 2016

Please note it is also possible to 
combine this extension pre-cruise 
with our Sri Lanka to the Seychelles 
voyage shown on pages 34 and 
35. The order of the itinerary varies 
slightly and full details can be viewed 
at www.noble-caledonia.co.uk
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Sri Lanka to the Seychelles
A voyage over Christmas and New Year from Colombo to Mahe aboard the MS Island Sky
22nd December 2016 to 5th January 2017 

We find it difficult to imagine a more perfect way to escape the 
British winter than to enjoy the warmth and beauty of the 

Indian Ocean aboard the wonderfully comfortable MS Island Sky as 
she undertakes exactly the type of itinerary that suits her best. Join 
us in the tropics and celebrate Christmas and New Year onboard as 
we journey between the islands and atolls of the Indian Ocean.  
Our journey first allows us to explore colonial Galle in  
Sri Lanka before continuing to the Maldives and then on to the 
Seychelles, two of the world’s most pristine and picturesque 
archipelagos. With our purpose built Zodiacs we will land on 
otherwise inaccessible beaches, explore vast lagoons and coral reefs 
and encounter some extraordinarily beautiful tropical scenery.   
Our small ship is ideal for such a region, allowing us to enjoy 
the peace and tranquility of this paradise. After all, it would be 
disappointing to find yourself in the company of hundreds on what 
was a deserted beach. From the luxury of the MS Island Sky, we can 
enjoy great food, good company and an expert team which makes 
travellers cruise on her time and time again.

Maldives

Day 1 London to Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
Fly by scheduled flight.

Day 2 Colombo. Arrive this afternoon 
and transfer to the MS Island Sky 
moored in the city. Sail this evening.

Day 3 Galle. Awake this morning in 
colonial Galle. On a morning tour we 
will visit the 17th century Dutch Fort, 
the museum which is housed in an 
old Dutch house depicting life in the 
Dutch colony, wander the ramparts, 
see the lighthouse and enjoy some 
free time to walk the narrow streets 
lined with traditional houses and 
browse for lace and local handicrafts. 
Return to the ship for lunch and enjoy 
a free afternoon. Shuttle buses will 
take you back to Galle or you may 
prefer to visit a local beach. 

Day 4 At sea. Enjoy Christmas 
Day onboard as we sail across the 
Laccadive Sea towards the Maldives. 

Days 5 to 9 Maldives. We have 
scheduled four days to explore the 
whole archipelago. This vast area of 
ocean is scattered with staggeringly 
beautiful dots of land surrounded by 
a cerulean sea. It offers some of the 
finest lagoons, beaches and coral reefs 
in the world. With nearly 1200 islands 
spread over 90,000 square kilometres 
we have plenty of choice and our 
day to day schedule will be left in the 
capable hands of the captain and 
expedition leader. We hope to include 
visits to Meenu Atoll, Baa Atoll and 
Haaalifu Atoll. Our Expedition staff will 
be on hand to take guided walking 
tours to explore the birds and wildlife 
on land whilst our snorkel master 
will take us to reefs to find coral and 
marine life. On our last day after a 
morning at Addu Atol we will clear 
customs and start our journey towards 
the Seychelles. 

Exploring by Zodiac

The Itinerary

Tortoise, curieuse
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Praslin

Turtle

Hermit Crab

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £750 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 13 nights aboard the MS Island Sky 
on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
shore excursions, Noble Caledonia Expedition Team, transfers, port taxes, gratuities.  
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visas. 

Suite CategoryDeck Brochure Price Special Offer Price
Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£7395
£7695
£7995
£8195
£8495
£8995
£9495
£9995

£10295

£6645
£6945
£7245
£7445
£7745
£8245
£8745
£9245
£9545

Days 10 to 12 At sea. Relax and enjoy 
our days at sea. Watch the bird and 
marine life and listen to the intriguing 
talks by our expedition team. We are 
assured of warm weather so make 
the most of the fresh air, get lost in a 
novel from your deck chair and enjoy 
all the comforts of the MS Island Sky. 
We will also enjoy a New Year’s Eve 
celebration during our time cruising.

Day 13 Praslin & Curieuse, Seychelles. 
Our first call in the Seychelles will be 
Praslin where we will explore the ‘Vallee 
de Mai’, the last remnant of the original 
high-canopied Seychelles palm forest 
and home to the coco de mer. We will 
walk its paths looking out for the rare 
black parrot and enjoying its natural 
beauty which so overpowered General 
Gordon. Sail over lunch to Curieuse a 
rugged island which was once home 
to a leper colony and now houses an 
eco-museum and visitors centre. The 
island is an important nesting site for 
Hawksbill turtles and boasts endemic 
vine and mangroves which we explore 
on an island walk. 

Day 14 Aride & Cousin. Enjoy 
breakfast as we arrive in Aride, one of 
the finest and most important seabird 
islands in the Indian Ocean. Over 
one million seabirds breed on the 
island including tropical shearwater 
and roseate tern and also five species 
unique to the Seychelles such as the 
Seychelles warbler and Seychelles 

magpie robin. We will enjoy a guided 
walk on the island amongst the native 
woodland. Return to the ship for lunch 
and the short cruise to Cousin Island, 
situated off the coast of Praslin and 
since 1974 designated as a Special 
Reserve to protect her endemic land 
birds, including the Seychelles Fody 
and sunbird, and encourage breeding 
sea birds. Cousin is also one of the 
most important nesting sites in the 
Indian Ocean for hawksbill turtles. 
We have the afternoon to explore the 
island on a series of guided walks.  
Sail over dinner to Mahe where we 
moor overnight.

Galle

With our Zodiacs 
we will land 
on otherwise 
inaccessible 
beaches, explore 
vast lagoons and 
coral reefs and 
encounter some 
extraordinarily 
beautiful tropical 
scenery.

For details of our 
comprehensive pre-
cruise extension in Sri 
Lanka please refer to 
page 33.

Pre-Cruise Extension 
Sri Lanka 

Day 15 Mahe to London. Disembark 
this morning and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled indirect flight 
to London. Arrive this evening.
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Madagascar & Beyond
An expedition from the Seychelles to Mauritius including an exploration of the wonders  
of Madagascar aboard the MS Island Sky
4th to 17th January 2017

Start the New Year with a voyage aboard the MS Island Sky, 
escaping the British winter and discovering some of the most 

beautiful tropical islands on earth. This two week journey combines 
some stunning tiny islands, some of which are a mere dot in the 
Indian Ocean with the natural wonders of Madagascar. 

Our expedition begins with five days in the Seychelles which are some of the 
most captivating tropical islands in the world. Spread out over a vast swathe of 
the Indian Ocean they offer everything from quiet sophistication and enchanting 
scenery to wild, remote and uninhabited nature reserves. To many travellers 
they are without equal, having remained largely free from the ravages of mass 
tourism. Obviously, such beauty and serenity is best enjoyed with a small number 
of travelling companions. After all, it would be disappointing to find yourself in 
the company of hundreds on what was a deserted beach. The MS Island Sky is an 
ideal vessel, and with a maximum of 114 passengers she offers all the comforts of a 
larger vessel, but with the added luxury of a small number of passengers.

We then sail to Madagascar which is simply unique; the animals, plants, landscapes 
and people that make up this thousand mile long island are unlike anywhere 
else. This extraordinary country has long remained obscure as a destination and 
is relatively little known even amongst the most serious of travellers. The long 
separation from the African mainland has given rise to its amazing number of 
unique species of flora and fauna. Its people are also unique, having descended 
from Malay-Polynesian mariners who sailed from South East Asia between 1500 to 
2000 years ago. Later arrivals included slaves from Africa and traders from Arabia, 
India and Portugal and more latterly French colonials. Our experienced expedition 
team and local guides will provide commentary on all that we see and will reveal 
the wonders of the world’s ‘eighth continent’.

INDIAN OCEAN

Mahe

Praslin & 
Aride 

Alphonse
Desroches

SEYCHELLES

Farquhar

MADAGASCAR

Ile St Marie

Nosy Mangabe

Masoala 
National Park

MauritiusLa Reunion

Diego Suarez

Day 1 London to Mahe, Seychelles. Fly 
by scheduled indirect flight.

Day 2 Mahe. Arrive this afternoon and 
transfer to the MS Island Sky moored 
in Victoria. 

Day 3 Praslin & Aride. Sail to the 
islands to the north of Mahe. Our 
first call will be to Praslin where we 
explore the ‘Vallee de Mai’, the last 
remnant of the original high-canopied 
Seychelles palm forest and home to 
the coco de mer. We will walk its paths 

The Itinerary
looking out for the rare black parrot 
and enjoying its natural beauty which 
so overpowered General Gordon. Sail 
over lunch to Aride, one of the finest 
and most important seabird islands 
in the Indian Ocean. Over one million 
seabirds breed on the island including 
the tropical shearwater and roseate 
tern as well as five species unique to 
the Seychelles such as the Seychelles 
warbler and Seychelles magpie robin. 
We will enjoy a walk on the island with 
our onboard naturalists amongst the 
native woodland. 

Day 4 Desroches, Amirante Islands. 
The 28 islands in the Amirante Group 
of islands were discovered by Vasco 
de Gama in 1501 and are considered 
to be some of the most pristine 
and untouched islands in the world. 
We have a day on Desroches, the 
largest of the islands, although still 
only measuring six kilometres by 1.5 
kilometres. Enjoy nature walks with our 
onboard naturalists and the island’s 
conservation team observing the flora 
and fauna and in particular the giant 
tortoises and nesting turtles. Whilst 
keen snorkellers will have the chance 
to swim over the outlying coral.

Day 5 Alphonse. There are three 
islands in the Alphonse group which is 
located directly south of the Amirantes. 
As we approach the islands at dawn 
you will understand why they are 
regarded by many to be the most 
beautiful of the 115 islands in the 
Seychelles archipelago. On the main 
island, the circular lagoon offers good 
snorkelling and there are a number of 
tracks across the island to enjoy island 
walks where we may see giant tortoises. 
Return to the MS Island Sky for lunch 
and enjoy an afternoon at sea.

Day 6 Farquhar. This morning we will 
anchor off Farquhar where we will use 
our Zodiacs to explore the sparkling 
lagoon of this remote atoll ringed 
island of coconut and casuarina trees. 
We have a full day to enjoy here 
either bird watching, beachcombing 
or swimming. Our onboard team will 
lead an expedition to South Island 
to see boobies, frigate birds, terns 
as well as robber and hermit crabs. 
We will spend some time in the local 
settlement before enjoying time on 
the beach to swim or snorkel. We sail 
this evening, leaving the Seychelles 
and bound for Madagascar. 

Day 7 Diego Suarez, Madagascar. This 
morning we will enter dramatic Diego 
Suarez, a stunning natural harbour 
with a cosmopolitan mix of inhabitants 
including Creoles, Indians, Chinese, 
Comorans and Arabs. After a brief tour of 
the town we will use 4x4 vehicles to make 
our way to the Malagasy Rain Forest at 
the Mount Amber National Park. Dividing 
into short and long walk parties we will 
go in search of lemurs and chameleons 
as we explore the rain forest. In the 
towering vegetation we may spot several 

species of lemurs and chameleons as 
well as endemic birds, including parrots. 
If this is not possible based on weather 
conditions, we will instead visit the 
Domaine de Fontenay where we will 
explore the reserve rich with flora, fauna 
and several waterfalls. On our return to 
the MS Island Sky we will take a detour 
to the bay of Diego with its impressive 
views of the sugar loaf and also home to 
the indigenous baobab suareziensis tree. 
Enjoy lunch onboard whilst our lecture 
programme continues during a relaxing 
afternoon at sea.

Day 8 Nosy Mangabe. After a 
morning at sea we arrive at  
Nosy Mangabe, a 520 hectare island 
reserve in Antongil Bay. Here we 
find one of the most diverse areas 
of virgin rain forest in Madagascar 
which has also been an important 
research centre since the mid-1960s 
when several aye-ayes and lemurs 
were released into the forest. We will 
use our Zodiacs to land on the beach 
next to the forest and organise a 
series of nature walks looking at the 
varied trees, plants and ferns and also 
hope to spot chameleon, lizards and 
black and white ruffed lemur. For the 
birders we will keep an eye out for 
the Madagascar buzzard, kingfisher 
and paradise flycatchers.

Day 9 Masoala National Park. We 
remain in Antongil Bay overnight and 
enjoy a full day visit to Madagascar’s 
largest protected area, the Masoala 
National Park which comprises coastal 
rainforest, flooded forests and marsh 
and mangroves. Mammal species 
encountered include the red-ruffed 
lemur, the red-fronted brown lemur, 
the aye-aye, the greater hedgehog Chameleon
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tenrec and the ring tailed mongoose. 
The park is also home to various 
species of brightly coloured Mantella 
frogs and all manner of extraordinary 
chameleons. Masoala is also a refuge 
of the endangered Madagascar red-
owl and Madagascar serpent eagle 
and many endemic bird species. We 
will run a series of walks for all levels 
during the day whilst you also have 
the option to swim off the beach or 
perhaps visit the local village.

Day 10 Ile Sainte Marie & Nosy Nato. 
Our final call in Madagascar is at Ile 
Sainte Marie, also known as Nosy 
Bohara, a lush tropical island offering 
sandy beaches, coral reefs and natural 
beauty. This morning we will explore 
the capital of Ambodifotatra including 
the oldest church in Madagascar built 
in 1837 and the vibrant market. We will 
then head over to neighbouring Nosy 
Nato where you can choose to join a 
nature walk keeping an eye out for the 
wildlife or simply enjoy an afternoon of 
swimming and snorkelling.

Day 11 At sea. Enjoy a relaxing day 
at sea keeping an eye out for marine 
and bird life as we continue enroute 
to Reunion.

Day 12 Reunion. We arrive at 
breakfast in Reunion where we have 

a choice of excursions. On a full day 
tour we will visit the central highlands 
where spectacularly rugged peaks 
of dormant or extinct volcanoes 
cradle huge amphitheatres known 
as cirques, where mountains tower 
to over 10,000 feet and beautiful 
waterfalls plummet hundreds of feet. 
The rich soil and mellow climate 
produce a lush and verdant landscape 
which is dotted with villages and towns 
with a uniquely French atmosphere. 
Fields of sugar cane and plantations 
of tropical fruits, vanilla and all manner 
of spices perfume the air. We will enjoy 
views from the Nez des Bouefs and 
see the Piton de la Fournaise crater. 
After enjoying a creole lunch in a local 
restaurant we will visit the “Cite du 
Volcan” museum Alternatively enjoy 
a morning tour to a vanilla plantation 
in St Andre where we learn about the 
history and culture of this integral 
part of Reunion’s heritage. We will 
also enjoy some free time in St Denis 
before returning to the MS Island Sky 
for lunch. Enjoy an afternoon at leisure 
before we set sail this evening.

Day 13 Mauritius to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London.

Day 14 London. Arrive this morning.

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 11 nights aboard the MS Island Sky 
on a full board basis including wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, 
shore excursions, Noble Caledonia Expedition Team, transfers, port taxes, all gratuities.  
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visas.

Suite CategoryDeck Brochure Price
Magellan Standard Forward

Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

£6795
£7195
£7395
£7595

SOLD OUT
£8495

SOLD OUT
£10795
£11195

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Post-Cruise Mauritius Extension - 16th to 19th January 2017

For those who would like to spend some extra time relaxing in 
Mauritius before returning to London we are offering the opportunity 
to join a two night extension once you have disembarked the MS 
Island Sky. Our extension will be based at the Westin Turtle Bay 
Resort (or similar) and will be on an all-inclusive basis. Enjoy a half 

day tour of the island which will include the wonderful botanical gardens.

Prices per person based on double occupancy
Twin: £395 Single: £495

Price Includes: Two nights at the Westin Turtle Bay Resort on an all-inclusive basis, half day 
island tour, transfers from the MS Island Sky to the hotel and from the hotel to airport. 
Not Included: Travel Insurance.

Fairy Tern

Diego Suarez

Exploring by Zodiac Black and white ruffed Lemur

Special Offer Price
£6295
£6695
£6895
£7095

SOLD OUT
£7995

SOLD OUT
£10295
£10695
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Please note that ports and itineraries are subject to change based on weather and local conditions. In addition, owing to the fact that flight schedules are not released 
until 11 months prior to departure, in some instances itineraries may change upon their release.

  
VOYAGE/ VESSEL DEPARTURE DATE TO/FROM CATEGORY 

 Islands, Fjords & Wildlife of Norway – Hebridean Sky 29th June 2016 Tromso to Oban Soft Expedition Cruise

 To the Lands of Gods and Heroes – Island Sky 30th June 2016 Rome to Istanbul Destination Cruise

 In the Footsteps of St Paul – Island Sky 15th September 2016 Limassol to Istanbul Destination Cruise

 East of Bali – Caledonian Sky 15th September 2016 Darwin to Bali Expedition Cruise

 La Dolce Vita – Hebridean Sky 27th September 2016 Valletta to Olbia Destination Cruise

 Passage to Java & Beyond – Caledonian Sky 27th September 2016 Bali to Singapore Expedition Cruise

 Beyond the Pillars of Hercules – Hebridean Sky 4th October 2016 Olbia to Funchal Destination Cruise

 Circumnavigation of Sumatra – Caledonian Sky 8th October 2016 Singapore to Singapore Expedition Cruise

 Byzantium & Beyond – Island Sky 18th October 2016 Istanbul to Istanbul Destination Cruise

 Five Seas Odyssey – Caledonian Sky 23rd October 2016 Singapore to Manado Expedition Cruise

 Passage through an Antique Land – Island Sky 29th October 2016 Istanbul to Amman Destination Cruise

 Arabian Odyssey – Island Sky 18th November 2016 Salalah to Dubai Destination Cruise

 In the Wake of the Dhows – Island Sky 9th December 2016 Muscat to Colombo Destination Cruise

 The Best of New Zealand – Caledonian Sky 17th December 2016 Auckland to Auckland Soft Expedition Cruise

 Sri Lanka to the Seychelles – Island Sky 22nd December 2016  Colombo to Mahe Expedition Cruise

 Madagascar & Beyond – Island Sky 4th January 2017 Mahe to Mauritius Expedition Cruise

 New Zealand’s Natural Wonders – Caledonian Sky 5th January 2017 Auckland to Queenstown Soft Expedition Cruise

 Wonders & Wildlife of the Indian Ocean – Island Sky 14th January 2017 Mauritius to Dar es Salaam Expedition Cruise

 Aldabra – Last Sanctuary – Island Sky 27th January 2017 Dar es Salaam to Mahe Expedition Cruise

 Across the Tropic of Capricorn – Caledonian Sky 6th February 2017 Auckland to Rabaul Expedition Cruise

 Papua New Guinea to the Philippines – Caledonian Sky  21st February 2017 Rabaul to Manila Expedition Cruise

 Passage to India – Island Sky 8th March 2017 Mahe to Chennai Expedition Cruise

 Patagonia & the Chilean Fjords – Hebridean Sky 11th March 2017 Buenos Aires to Valparaiso Expedition Cruise

 Passage of the Condor – Hebridean Sky 25th March 2017 Santiago to Guayaquil Destination Cruise

 
Temples & Gardens of Ancient Japan 

 and South Korea – Caledonian Sky 
23rd April 2017 Tokyo to Osaka Destination Cruise

 Sicilian Odyssey – Island Sky 3rd May 2017 Naples to Valletta Destination Cruise

 Spring in the Isles – Hebridean Sky 7th May 2017 Portsmouth to Oban Expedition Cruise

 Timeless Japan – Caledonian Sky 7th May & 16th May 2017 Tokyo to Osaka (& reverse) Destination Cruise

 Spring in the Secret Mediterranean – Island Sky 13th May 2017 Malta to Istanbul Destination Cruise

 Atlantic Island Odyssey – Hebridean Sky 17th May & 19th June 2017 Oban to Leith (& reverse) Expedition Cruise

 Voyage to the Land of the Polar Bears – Hebridean Sky 12th & 23rd July 2017 Oslo to Oslo Expedition Cruise

 Across the Top of Australia – Caledonian Sky 26th August 2017 Perth to Darwin Expedition Cruise

 Indonesian Island Odyssey – Caledonian Sky 7th to 26th September 2017 Darwin to Bitung Expedition Cruise  

 Remote Islands of Indonesia – Caledonian Sky 22nd September to 11th October 2017 Singapore to Rabaul Expedition Cruise 
 Melanesian Odyssey – Caledonian Sky 5th to 25th October 2017 Rabaul to Fiji  Expedition Cruise  
 In the Wake of the Bounty – Caledonian Sky 20th November 2017 Easter Island to Tahiti Expedition Cruise

  MS CALEDONIAN SKY  MS HEBRIDEAN SKY   MS ISLAND SKY

Our Fleet – The Voyages 2016-2017 
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Kastellorizo, Greece



2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000  |  info@noble-caledonia.co.uk

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request.

MS ISLAND SKY 
2016

Voyages aboard




