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The First World War  
(1914-1918) had a 

profound impact on the 
history of Europe, and of the 
whole world. More than any 
other modern war, the ‘Great 
War’ lives in the memory as 
the ultimate example of a 
mismatch between what was 
at stake and the price that 
was paid. It is the war of the 
‘lost generation’ and although 
the last witnesses are no 

longer with us, the First World War remains etched in the collective 
memory of our nation. 

We invite you to join us aboard the MS Victor Hugo, together with 
our good friends CroisiEurope, for this historic and memorable 
cruise from Ostend to Lille, visiting some of the most poignant and 
fascinating First World War sites including the memorial at Yser 
Tower which is the tallest monument to peace in Europe, the British 
War Cemetry at Tybne Cot, the largest in continental Europe and we 
will also attend a ‘Last Post’ ceremony. Accompanied by English 
speaking guides ashore, and with onboard informative talks, your 
time here will be truly remarkable and educational.

Guest Speaker 
Alan Borg
We are delighted that Alan Borg 
will be joining us onboard as guest 
speaker. Alan began his career 
teaching the history of art at 
Indiana and Princeton Universities 
in the United States. Returning to 

Britain in 1970, he became Assistant Keeper in the 
Royal Armouries in the Tower of London. In 1982 
he became Director General of the Imperial War 
Museum, where he was responsible for the complete 
refurbishment and reinterpretation of the Museum, 
the opening of the Cabinet War Rooms, the 
preservation of HMS Belfast and the development 
of Duxford Airfield as a major aviation museum. In 
1996 he became Director of the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, where he undertook the redisplay of the 
entire sequence of British Galleries. He retired from 
the Museum in 2001 and is currently Vice President 
of the Foundling Museum, and Librarian of the Priory 
of England and the Islands, the Venerable Order 
of St John. Awarded the CBE in 1991, he is also a 
Knight of the Order of St John, holds an Honorary 
Doctorate from Sheffield Hallam University and is an 
Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Art and of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects and a Fellow 
of the Society of Antiquaries. He is a Freeman of the 
City of London and a Liveryman of the Company of 
Painter Stainers, a Freeman of the Cooks’ Company, 
a Governor of Westminster School and a Visiting 
Professor at Reading University.

Charitable Donation
We will be making a donation from the proceeds of this commemorative voyage to ABF The Soldiers’ Charity who 
support the men and women who put everything on the line to defend us and our country. This means supporting 
soldiers from every conflict since the Second World War including recent operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Soldiers risk so much for us, in return the charity provides down-to-earth help when it is most needed: supporting 
those with physical and mental injuries; supporting veterans in their later years; relieving hardship when times get 
tough and enabling soldiers to make a success of their lives outside the Army. Regardless of circumstance, age, 
rank; their support and commitment to soldiers is never ending.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them.

“
From Laurence Binyon’s poem, 

‘For the Fallen’, written in September 1914
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Arras

presents the history of the First World War in the 
region of the Western Flanders Front. There will 
be a stop at Hill 60 where there is an Australian 
memorial. Before re-joining the MS Victor Hugo, 
you will attend a “Last Post” ceremony. The “Last 
Post” was the call of the bugle played particularly 
in the British Army to mark the end of the day’s 
work and the beginning of the evening’s rest. As 
part of the “Last Post” ceremony, it represents 
the final farewell to the departed. Return to the 
vessel for dinner this evening.

Day 5 Kortrijk to Comines. After breakfast we 
depart for a visit of Poperingen, one of the only 
towns that was not occupied by the Germans. 
Next you will visit the military cemetery and 
hospital at Lijssenthoek. From 1915 to 1920, the 
largest evacuation hospital from Saillant d’Ypres 
was installed in the hamlet of Lijssenthoek. The 
visitor centre tells the story of this unique site, 
through the use of interactive exhibits. Return to 
the ship for lunch and this afternoon and evening 
are at leisure.

Day 6 Comines to Lille. After breakfast, set off by 
coach for Arras. The town has a rich concentration 
of history, architecture and heritage. Continue to 
Wellington Quarry, an enormous underground 
network created to keep all the troops together 
in great numbers during the build up to the Allied 
offensive. After descending some 20 metres in a 
glass lift, you will learn about the memorial to the 
Battle of Arras of 1917 through use of an audio 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Brussels. Fly by scheduled flight 
from London to Brussels, or travel by Eurostar 
from St Pancras. On arrival transfer to Ostend to 
embark the MS Victor Hugo. Welcome cocktail, 
dinner and introduction to the crew this evening.

Day 2 Ostend to Bruges. Enjoy breakfast 
onboard and a leisurely morning cruising as we 
make our way to Bruges. On arrival depart for a 
guided tour of this beautiful city known as the 
“Venice of the North”, with its picturesque streets 
and enchanting architecture. Our visit ends with  
a trip along the town’s canals onboard local 
motor boats.  

Day 3 Bruges to Kortrijk. The morning is 
spent cruising. In the early afternoon we arrive 
at Kortruk and depart for our excursion to 
Diksmuide. Located on the River Yser, Diksmuide 
was the scene of bloody confrontations during 
the First World War and had to be completely 
rebuilt. We will visit the “Trench of Death”, a 
particularly important site which aims to preserve 
and increase the understanding of the Defence’s 
historic heritage. After observing the view over 
the Yser plain you will visit the trenches proper. 
There will also be a stop at the German cemetery 
of Vaslo followed by a visit to the Memorial at 
Yser Tower, which, at 84 metres high, is the  
tallest monument to peace in Europe. In the 
tower there is a museum of war, peace and 
Flemish emancipation.  

Day 4 Kortrijk. Today we have a full day excursion 
which will begin with a visit of the British War 
Cemetery at Tyne Cot, the largest in continental 
Europe. Continue with a visit to Passchendaele 
Museum, located in Zonnebeke Castle, which 
offers an overview of the deadly battle of 1917. 
An underground path gives an idea of what 
the life of a British soldier must have been like. 
Next there will be a tasting of regional cheeses 
followed by lunch in a restaurant. This afternoon, 
we head for Ypres where there will be a walking 
tour of the ramparts (approx. 3km), followed 
by a visit of the Flanders Fields Museum, which 

guide. Return to the vessel for lunch and relax 
onboard this afternoon as we cruise to Lille. This 
evening join your fellow travellers for the Farewell 
Gala Dinner onboard.  

Day 7 Lille to London. Disembark after breakfast 
and transfer to Brussels for your return flight to 
London, or to Lille Station for train travel back to 
London St Pancras.

  First World War, Flanders Fields Cemetery, Belgium

Prices per person based on double occupancy   

CAT CABIN DESCRIPTION
DOUBLE  

OCCUPANCY
SOLE  

OCCUPANCY
B Main deck twin £1595 £1895
A Upper deck twin £1695 £1995

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled flights or train travel, six nights aboard the MS Victor Hugo on full 
board basis, unlimited drinks with meals onboard (mineral water, wine/beer and fruit juices), all drinks from 
the bar (except for premium brands and champagnes), shore excursions as described, UK tour manager, 
services of onboard cruise director, guest speaker, transfers, port taxes, airport taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance, gratuities. 
NB: Ports subject to change. 

Yser River, Flanders

Flanders Fields
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MS VICTOR HUGO

Your Cabin 
The 49 cabins measure approximately 12sq m 
and are arranged over two decks. All cabins 
feature en-suite bathroom with shower, a desk, 
wardrobe, flatscreen television, telephone, radio, 
air-conditioning, hairdryer and a safe. Cabins 
on the Upper and Main decks have fixed twin 
beds however there are two double bed cabins 
available on the Upper deck, and three double 
bedded cabins on the Main deck. All cabins have 
large picture windows, but windows with opening 
capabilities are only available on the Upper deck. 

Your Space 
Spread over three decks, the onboard 
facilities include a delightful restaurant which 
accommodates all guests in one fixed-seating. 
The lounge and bar is a lovely area to relax after  
a day of exploration, styled with comfortable 
sofas and chairs. There is also a spacious Sun 
deck with ample furniture and a shaded area. 
There is a shop onboard which offers a small 
variety of souvenirs, toiletries and maps. There  
is also a library on the Upper deck. 

Your Dining
The single seating restaurant serves local dishes 
in addition to an international menu. Seating will 
be allocated on the day of embarkation and will 
remain fixed throughout the cruise. Most tables 
seat four to six guests. Breakfast is buffet style, 
with a set (served) menu for lunch and dinner. 

Water, tea and coffee are served with meals and 
all drinks (excluding Champagne and premium  
wines/brands) are included in the price.

The MS Victor Hugo was built in 2000 and accommodates a maximum of 98 
passengers in three-star comfort. The atmosphere is friendly and informal with 

cabins and public areas arranged over three decks. For this commemorative cruise 
we are working with our French associates, CroisiEurope.

Life Onboard 
The MS Victor Hugo is a small, friendly and 
well-run ship. The nationality mix onboard 
will be mainly French and British. The 
atmosphere onboard is warm, friendly and 
informal and the onboard team of 24 work 
hard to ensure all passengers are made to 
feel welcome and ensure that you have an 
enjoyable cruise.
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