
BOOK EARLY & SAVE £300PER PERSON

Byzantium to  
La Serenissima 
A voyage of discovery from Istanbul to Venice aboard MS Serenissima 
7th to 18th September 2015
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O ur cruise begins in Istanbul, a city of endless fascination that 
stands in an incomparable position straddling Europe and 

Asia. No other city has played a more important role in the fortunes 
of the Eastern Mediterranean and it is therefore a fitting starting 
place for our voyage which includes many of the great sites of 
antiquity with visits to Ephesus, Delphi and Butrint.

In addition to some ancient sites and fascinating ports of call, our 
voyage has been planned to include ample time to relax and 
explore independently with time at leisure in the breathtaking city 
of Dubrovnik, the Medieval town and UNESCO World Heritage 
Site of Kotor and charming Santorini. This heady mix of islands 
and ports is certainly one of our most fascinating itineraries 
combining as it does some ‘must see’ sites together with little known 
and rarely visited places that are totally unsuitable for vessels larger 
than ours including our transit of the Corinth Canal.

Visiting some of the most historic and scenically beautiful places in the Mediterranean, our 
itinerary represents small ship cruising at its best. By the end of the cruise you will have seen and learnt so much, all 
from the comfort of the MS Serenissima which allows us access to ports which the big ships simply can’t reach. With a maximum 
of 100 passengers, our trips ashore accompanied by excellent local guides will be a pleasure and whether your interest lies in 
ancient history, nature, modern politics or simply the joy of experiencing new places, this journey has something for everyone.

Day 1 London to Istanbul, Turkey. Fly by 
scheduled flight. On arrival transfer to the MS 
Serenissima and sail this evening.

Day 2 Lesbos, Greece. After a morning at 
sea we call into Lesbos, formerly the ancient 
Greek island of Mytilini and home to the poet 
Sappho. We will spend the afternoon in the 
capital of Mytilini, a charming port with much 
character. See the once grand 19th century 
mansions which are gradually being renovated, 
its jumbled ancient streets and the imposing 
Byzantine castle with its well preserved walls.

Day 3 Kusadasi for Ephesus, Turkey. From 
Kusadasi drive to the nearby ancient city of 
Ephesus, a stunning and partially excavated 
site where digging has been taking place 
for over a century. Broad streets are lined by 
impressive buildings including the library of 
Celsus and the temples of Serapis and Hadrian. 
Once the capital of Ionia, St Paul preached 
here on his second missionary journey and 
we will see the Church of the Virgin Mary, 
the most important Christian monument in 
Ephesus. We will see the spectacular Grand 

the island at leisure. Please note that today we 
will be at anchor and local boats will be used to 
transport passengers ashore. 

Day 5 Nafplio. Looking out across the translucent 
water of the bay towards the Arcadian Mountains, 
Nafplio’s sheltered location below a rocky 
headland and large natural fortress, crowned by 
a Venetian castle is perhaps unrivalled in Greece. 
From here you will enjoy a scenic drive through 
the Argos Plain, once ruled by Agamemnon, 
conqueror of Troy, to the famous citadel of 
Mycenae. High above the confluence of two 
boulder-strewn ravines, Mycenae is entered by 
way of the Lion Gate. Once inside the gate, we 
will explore the Royal Palace, the shaft graves and 
the remains of the city walls. An archaeological 
briefing within the Treasury of Artreus (also 
known as the Tomb of Agamemnon) will add 
to our understanding and appreciation of the 
sights. Return to the MS Serenissima for lunch 
and enjoy a free afternoon to wander the twisting 
labyrinthine streets and view the Venetian and 
Turkish architecture in Nafplio.

Day 6 Corinth Canal & Delphi. Be on deck early 
this morning as we transit the Corinth Canal. 
Completed in 1893 and only 6.4 kilometres long 
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Theatre, originally built in the third century BC by 
the Greeks, and later expanded by the Romans 
to its present capacity of 24,000. From this theatre, 
which has a row of seats 30 metres above the 
orchestra, St. Paul used to give his sermons.

Day 4 Santorini, Greece. Once a single volcanic 
cone, Santorini is now an island archipelago. 
This morning we will first visit Santorini’s highest 
peak, crowned by the Mount Profitis Ilias 
monastery from where there are spectacular 
views of the island. Continue to the north of 
the island, to the village of Oia and explore the 
narrow cobbled streets, many with tiny shops 
offering unusual crafts. In the afternoon explore 

The Itinerary
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and 21.5 metres wide, it is only small ships like ours 
which can now make this journey. After breakfast 
we arrive in Itea where we depart on an excursion 
for the sacred site of Delphi, one of Greece’s 
most important sites of antiquity. The ruins here 
are exceptional. We will explore the Sanctuary of 
Apollo, site of the sacred Delphic oracle, and walk 
along Delphi’s Sacred Way, visiting the Treasury 
of the Athenians and the 5000-seat theatre 
dating from the fourth century B.C.

Day 7 Sarande, Albania. This morning we will 
dock in the southern port of Sarande from 
where we drive to the UNESCO World Heritage 
Site of Butrint. It is Albania’s most significant 
Greek and Roman settlement, inhabited since 
prehistoric times, the city was founded by the 
Trojans, or so claimed the poet Virgil. A gem of 
an archaeological site, its ruins span over 2500 
years and include a Greek acropolis, Roman 
theatre, 6th century baptistery and a 19th 
century fortress.

Day 8 Monopoli, Italy. We arrive this morning in 
Puglia where the countryside is scattered with 
“trulli”, limestone dwellings built with dome 
or conical roofs. We will enjoy a pleasant walk 
in Alberobello, a fairy-tale trulli village and a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Also visit “Cantina 
Albea” and its wine museum, home to pictures 
and old instruments used in the past for the 
production of wine. There will be a tasting of two 
wines along with a talk on the wine production.

Day 9 Kotor, Montengro. This morning we 
enter the Gulf of Kotor and sail up the fjord-like 
entrance to the Medieval town and UNESCO 
World Heritage Site of Kotor. This really is 
an extraordinary place full of marvellous 
architecture and pretty town squares. Our 
morning guided tour will include the 12th 
century cathedral of St Tryphon, the ancient town 
gates, the Maritime Museum and Romanesque 
churches including St Luke’s. Rejoin the ship for 
lunch and enjoy the afternoon at leisure.

Day 10 Dubrovnik, Croatia. Dubrovnik is a 
breathtaking sight and its many historic and 

cultural treasures have earned it the designation 
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Founded 
by the Romans in the 7th century, it eventually 
became under the influence of the Byzantine 
Empire, then Venice, Hungary and finally 
Turkey. This morning our local guides will lead 
us through the bustling old town taking in 
the beautiful civic building, a monastery, old 
pharmacy and the city walls. We will also hear of 
the siege of Dubrovnik in the early 1990s when 
Serb forces blockaded the city for three months 
and the bullet-marked buildings bear testimony 
to this dreadful period of Balkan history. This 
afternoon is free for further exploration.

Day 11 Sibenik. After breakfast we will visit the 
dramatic waterfalls in Krka National Park. On 
arrival we will take a walk along wooden jetties 
and bridges to admire the falls, and the unique 
flora and fauna. Return to the ship for lunch and 
an afternoon cruising.

Day 12 Venice, Italy to London. End your trip in 
the world’s greatest marine city, a unique mix 

The Old Town, Dubrovnik

Delphi

PRE & POST CRUISE EXTENSIONS

For those who would like to spend some 
extra time in Istanbul or Venice before or 
after our voyage we are offering a two night 
extension at a centrally located hotel on 
bed and breakfast basis. Both extensions 
will also include a half day city tour and 
arrival and departure transfers. 

Istanbul
5th to 7th September 2015
Twin: £445 per person; Single: £595

Venice
18th to 20th September 2015
Twin: £695 per person; Single: £695

of Gothic and Renaissance palaces perched on 
the edge of the Italian coast. Disembark after 
breakfast and transfer to the airport for your 
return scheduled flight to London.

Krka National Park

Prices per person
based on double occupancy

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel, 11 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis 
with house wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner onboard, Noble Caledonia onboard team, shore 
excursions, gratuities to crew and whilst on excursions, transfers, port taxes, airport taxes.
Not Included: Travel Insurance, visas.
NB. Ports and itinerary subject to change. All special offers are subject to availability.

Cabin Description Cat
1  Inside Cabin 

2  Standard Stateroom 

3  Superior Stateroom 

4  Deluxe Stateroom 

5  Junior Suite 

6  Executive Suite 

7  Owner’s Suite 

8  Standard Single 

9  Inside - Single Cabin

2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 

3  Superior Stateroom for sole use

£3995
£4295
£4595
£4895
£5495
£5995
£5995
£4295
£3995
£6295
£6595

£3695
£3995
£4295
£4595
£5195
£5695
£5695
£3995
£3695
£5995
£6295

Brochure Price Special Offer Price 

BOOK EARLY AND SAVE £300 PER PERSON
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2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
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Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request.

Cover image: Celsus Library, Ephesus.
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MS Serenissima DECK PLAN
Formerly known as the MS Andrea, the MS Serenissima started her 
new life in May 2013 after a multi million pound refurbishment.

Cabins & Suites
Accommodating a maximum of 107 passengers, the 59 cabins are 
attractively designed – no two cabins are identical. All are fully air 
conditioned with a modern shower and toilet, hairdryer, telephone, 
flat screen televisions, a safety deposit box and other thoughtful 
appointments. There are eight different grades of cabin arranged 
over five decks and with the exception of the five inside cabins, all 
staterooms feature either windows or portholes.

Your Space
Perhaps, one of the best known and loved features of this 
vessel is its unique Gustavian style interior. This bright Swedish 
18th century influenced, country house style works particularly 
well on a vessel of this vintage, providing intimacy and classic 
nautical sensibility often lacking in larger vessels. Facilities 
and public areas include two lounges, a small library with a 
computer for internet access, a spacious observation deck, 
fitness area, massage and a lift that serves decks 3, 4, 5 and 6.  
In addition there is a Lido area on Deck 5 with a bar and Jacuzzi. 

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant accommodates all guests in 
one sitting. In addition there is an outside dining area for when 
the weather and itinerary permit.

Life Onboard
The atmosphere on board is warm and welcoming and dedicated 
to discovery and relaxation. The European captain, officers, 
expedition staff, and crew offer a first class service and have been 
selected for their professionalism and caring attitudes. 

For your Comfort, Safety and Security 
There are so few ships of this generation still cruising and she 
is a great testament to her previous owners that they have seen 
fit to invest considerable sums over the years to keep her in 
top form and complying with the stringent health and safety 
requirements. For added comfort, the vessel features stabilisers. For more information and images of the vessel please refer to our website. 

Deluxe Stateroom

RestaurantHarald Lounge

Owner’s Suite

Please note cabin sizes vary within each category and range from 7 to 26 sqm. 
Please refer to website for sizes of cabin in each category.
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